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\  '  TO  • 


Sir  Charles  Watson^  Bart. 


-SIR, 

f 

Ha  D  I  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  enjoyed  a  con- 
fiderable  fhare  of  your  Father’s  friendfhip,  it  is 
probable  I  might  never  have  vilited  the  Eajl  Indies :  it 
is  certain,  it  would  not  have  been  in  my  power  to  have 
made  thofe  obfervations  on  Perjia^  and  Ttirkyy  that 
appear  in  the  fubfequent  Work. 

To  You  then,  as  the  Reprefentative  of  my  honoured 
Friend  and  greateft  Benefactor,  this  public  Teftimony 
of  my  Gratitude  and  AffeCtion  is  moft  juftly  due. 

If,  Sir,  the  perufal  of  the  following  fheets,  lliould 
contribute  to  the  amufement  only  of  your  vacant 
hours,  I  fhall  have  attained  my  prefent  end :  but  if  what 
I  have  written  of  your  excellent  Father,  and  other  de- 
ferving  Officers  under  him,  or  of  the  Religion,  Cuftoms, 

A  2  ^  and 
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DEDICATION. 

and  Manners  of  Foreign  Countries,  fhall  contribute  ta 
your  improvement,  and  fet  you  forward  in  the  paths 
of  virtue,  I  then  fhall  be  beyond  meafure  happy. 


‘That  you  may  long  live  an  honour  to  your  Family, 
a  comfort  to  your  tender"*  fur viving  Parent,  a  Friend  to 
Mankind  in  general,  and  to  your  Country  in  particular  r 
in  fhort,.  that  your  whole  conduct  may  be  great,  gene-* 
rous,  and  good,  fuch  as  may  manifeft  to  the  world 
whofe  Son  and  Succeflbr  you  are,  is  the  fincere  wifK 
of. 


Dear  Sir, 
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Your  mofl:  faithful  Friend", 

.  ptchSkli.  j, 

^anMr3  i.  1773-43  j-e  •  i  -'---H)  > 


,r  « 

OA 

-io 


3jl 


and  obedient  humble  Servant,’ 


:  -ryfi 


‘Alii  odr 

i)  .  /£m 

uznso 


EDWARD  IVES. 


',i!  (’b  u;  ■  ■ 

Ol  iS-ivIbi  OlOlJI'n-fj  1 

'-morj  fhfl  usdw  fmot  omiil  fi-  s-  -u-r-j.*  mi'-ujC  oiu  jA 

^aiulxirii  sidj  ifiliinfRib  lo  oIJfiS'ngBiib  lavawoH  .  '^qizq  oj  bajjicrt 

O  ‘  XI 


.HO  C  1  • 

OJ  aJudiiinoo  fkrR  -  ■ 

«c(tf!<t  =;rit  nr  h-T-v-.  _ _ _ _ _ 

■  — —  A|— ■  -  .—  ■-■  -  -■  — 0---'  _  -  -  I 

.YqQBa  ■  -  V 


or 


•3 


-j 


Mi. 


THE 

’j 

E  F  A 

/ 


.  i.  .  •  '  *  . j-  j, 

I 

av  v:*  noimu:)  ^ 

c "  E^:,:; 
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The  principal  part  of  the  Firft  Book  here  offered  to  the  Public, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Second  Book,  were  tranfcribed  from 
original  papers  eleven  years  ago,  merely  for  my  own  amufernent; 
and  for  the  gratification  of  my  family  and  friends.  Having  however 
been  lately  prevailed  upon  to  ftibmit  them  to  the  perufal  of  two 
or  three  Gentlemen,  diftinguifhed  in  the  Republic  of  Letters,  they 
warmly  recommended  it  to  me  to!  fend  them  to  the  Prefs,  giving 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  they  would  not  only  be  entertaining,  but 
ufeful  to  the  world.  To  them,  therefore,,  and  the  partiality ’of 
their  Judgments,  it  is  owing,  that  they  now  make  their  appear^ 
ance  in  public- 


The  fiile  of  the  Second  Book,  fo  different  from  that  of  the 
firft,  may  poflibly  afford  juft  room  for  criticifm ;  and  I  may  be 
cenfured  for  not  having  new-modelled-  it,  and  given  the  whole 
in  a  continued  hlftorical  narration.  I  once  endeavoured'  to  do  it, 
but  foon,  found  myfelf  unequal  to  the  talk :  I  therefore  refolved  to 
let  the  Second  Book  continue  in  the  fame  form  as  when  firft  com¬ 
mitted' to  paper.  However  difagreeable  or  diflimilar  this  mixture 
may  be,  yet  it  will  be  attended  with  the  following  advantage  at 
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leaH: ;  the  feveral  incidents  will  be  fet  before  the  Reader^  juft  as 
they  ftruck  the  Author’s  mind,  and  confeqiiently  in  a  more  natural 
and  eafy  manner.  Befides,  I  was  apprehenfive,  that  to  have  cur¬ 
tailed,  or  enlarged  on,  rny  original  'fentiments,~would  have  given' 
reafon  to  fufpedl  the  fidelity  of  the  whole. 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  I  have  treated  too  minutely  of 
myfelf  and  my  own  concerns ;  I  have  only  to  anfwer,  that  the 
man  who  writes  his  own  journey,  is  under  a  necefiity  in  fome 
degree  of  making  himfelf  the  hero  of  his  own  tale.  But  however 
trivial  many  of  the  incidents  relating  to  rnyfelf,  may  now  appear, 
at  the"time  they  happened  they'  were“'Telt  hy^  me  with”  the 
moft  exquifite  fenfibility  ;  and  therefore  hope  the  infertion  of  them 
will  be  either  overlooked  or  pardoned  by  the  candid  Reader. 

It  becomes  me  to  own  alfo,  that  to  enrich  the  Firft  Book,  I  have 
made  free  with  fome, of  the -Obfervations, made  .on  Eajilndians y 

and  on  the  Animarand  -Vegetable  Produdliohs  of  their  Country,  by 
my  two  late  valuable  and  ingenious  friends,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cobbe 
and  Mr.  George  Thomas,  whofe  papers  fell  into  rny  hands  foon  after 
their  deceafe.  However,  though  fenfible  of  the  obligation  I  lie 
under,  in  having  thofe  Gentlemen’s  remarks  thi^s  fortunately  blended 
with  my  own,  I  ftiall  think  myfelf  fufficiently  happy,  -if  even 
by  fome  borrowed  riches  and  beauties,  I  have  been  able  to  produce 
a  work  not  altogether  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Public. 

The  general  Map  of  the  courfe  of  the  River  Euphrates,  and  of 
our  route  through  Afiatic-Turky,  which  is  inferted  in  the  Second 
Book,  muft  certainly  prove  very  acceptable  to  the  Reader,  as  it 
conveys  an  increafe  of  knowledge  in  the  geography  of  a  country 
which  hitherto  has  been  but  little  known,  and  as  the  truth  and 
accuracy  thereof  may  be  entirely -depended-  upon,  being  done  by  the 
late  ingenious  Mr.  Doidge,  from  his  own,  and  the  joint  obferva- 
■tions  of  Captain  James  Aims  of  the  Royal  Navy. 
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The  other  general  Map  and  Chart,  with  the  Copper-plates  which 
are  given  in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  may  alfo  juftly  claim  great 
merit.  The  three  Views  of  Geriah  the  flrong  fortrefs  of  Angria 
the  Pirate,  were  drawn  on  the  fpot  by  the  late  Captain  Northal,  of 
the  King’s  Artillery  :  They  give  a  clear  and  diftindl  idea  of  the 
importance  of  that  place,  whofe  Mafter  for  a  long  time  had  been 
the  terror  of  every  trader  in  the  Eidji  Indies^  The  remaining  Draw¬ 
ings  relate  either  to  matters  of  Antiquity  or  Modern  Curiofity.  To 
the  impartial  decifion  of  the  Public  the  whole  of  the  Work  is  now 
refpedfully  fubmitted. 
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Page  14.  line  25.  for  Tahularia,  read.  Tuhularia — P.  22.  after  COpper-coin,  add  IJ. — P.  28. 
for  Chezvons  r.  Chez^'ous. — P.  50.  1.  2.  for  8,  r.  3  pagodas  :  1.  zb,  after  6  fanams,  add  for 
the  fet. — P.  60.  1.  l^./or  behind,  r.  before;  and  1.  \6.for  fore-parts,  r.  bind-parts. — P.  71, 
1.  9.  dele  — P.  23.5.  1.  30.  dele  or,  |  of  and  add  fox, — P.  248.  1.  ^S'f°r  brings  r.  flings. — 

P,  279.  add  the  follonxAngnote,  to  be  ccnneSled  nuith  thenuord  fpits,  1.  33.  It  afterwards  appeared 
that  this  was  the  beginning  of  a  confumption,  of  which  he  died  in  England,  24  December  1.761. 

L.  35.  for  Ghee,  r.  fee, — P,  297.  \.\o.  for  50.  r.  10. — P.  331. 1.  \o.  for  coFee-lkins,  r.  coffee, 
fkins. — P.  363,  laft  \.for  were,  r.  and. — ^^P.  406. /a/"  Velocis,  r.  Veloces. — P.  445.  1.  2“^,  for 
104,  r.  344. — P.  481. 1.  20.  carved,  r,  curved. 
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CHAP.  I. 

^he  cccajion  of  the  voyage, - ^he  Author  fails  from  Spithead,  as  Surgeon  of 

the  Kent,  Admiral  Watfon’s  Jhi-p, - I’he  Admiral  touches  at  Kingfale  in 

Ireland,  where  two  of  the  capital  Jhips  are  difabled  by  a  form. - He 

arrives  at  Madeira. - ^he  run  from  thence  to  Madagafcar. - A  deferip- 

tion  of  that  ijland.  — —  Character  of  the  people, - Account  of  the  kingy 

his  court  and  attendants. - Anecdotes  relative  to  the  temper  of  the  Mada- 

-gafearians. - Their  religiony  cuftoms,  and  way .  of  living. - Animal  and 

vegetable  pro duEiions  of  the  ijlandy  &c.  &c.  &c. 

IMmediately  after  the  peace  oi  Air:  la  Chapelle^  or  as  foon  as  our  fea  and  1749 
land  forces  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Bofeawen  had  left  the  Indies  to 
and  were  on  their  return  to  England  %  DupleiXy  governor  of  Bondi-  1753. 

cherry^  began  by  his  intrigues  to  low  the  feeds  of  diffention  among  the  country 
princes-,  and  when  he  had  fo  far  fucceeded  as  to.fet  them  at  variance  with 
one  another,  he  fent  a  body  of  European  troops  into  the  field,  as  auxili¬ 
aries  to  thofe  Nabobs  who  efpoufed  the  French  interefi; ;  and  who,  by  dint  of 
^this  fupply,  gained  feveral  fucceffive  advantages  over  the  other  princes  who 
'were  friends  to  our  Eaji  India  company.  Mustapha-Jing,  a  powerful 
prince,  and  Chunda-Saeb,  an  enterprifing  general,  were  thofe  with  whom 
be  was  principally  connefled,  and  whom  he  made  ufe  of  as  inftruments  for 
bringing  about  his  ambitious  defigns.  Defigns  no  lefs  extenfive,  than  of 
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1749  acquiring  for  his  nation  an  abfoliite  afcendency  over  the  whole  Carnatic  and 
to  Deccan^  and  for  himfelf,  immortal  honour  and  immenfe  riches.  The  Englijh 

1753. '  prefidency  were  poflefled  of  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  his  infatiable  avarice, 

third;  for  power  •,  that  they  prudently  and  relolutely  determined  to  exert 
their  utmoft  abilities  in  putting  a  flop  to  his  violent,  and  hitherto  rapid 
proceedings :  for  that  purpofe,  they,  under  the  charader  of  allies,  joined 
their  forces  with  the  armies  of  a  prince  called  NaziR-Jing,  and  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot  named  Mahomed-Alyj  againft  whom  their  enemies  were 
now  taking  the  field. 

Thus  the  EngliJJ)  and  French  companies,  though  they  could  not  acl  as 
open  and  declared  enemies,  'becaufe  of  tlie  peace  which  fubfifted  between 
their  refpedive  fovereigns ;  yet  under  the  affumed  name  of  auxiliaries,  they 
for  feveral  years  carried  on  an  expenfive  and  bloody  war  againft  each  other. 
And,  although  the  Britijh  arms  never  gained  greater  glory,  than  in  fome  of 
the  battles  which  were  fought  on  this  occafion,  particularly  in  thofe,  where 
'M.2i]Qr  Lawrence  and  Mr.  commanded  *,  yet,  as  French  had  a  far  fu- 
perior  number  of  European  troops,  and  had  been  fo  artful  as  to  form  con¬ 
nexions  with  the  moft  powerful  princes  of  the  country  *,  with  thefe  ad¬ 
vantages,  they  made  fo  confiderable  a  progrefs,  as  greatly  to  alarm  the 
whole  of  the  Englijh  fettlements,  and  to  fill  them  with  apprehenfions,  left 
the  day  might  come,  when  Monf.  LuplelAs  ambition  might  be  gratified  in 
its  utmoft  extent.  The  governor  and  council  of  thofe  fettlements  therefore 
fent  repeated  accounts  of  their  difagreeable  fituation,  to  the  direXors  of  the 
Englijh  Eajl  India  company,  who  petitioned  government  in  their  behalf;  and. 
at  length  a  fmall  fquadron  of  the  king’s  fliips,  under  the  command  of  Charles^ 
Watjon^  Efq;  Rear-Admiral  of  the  Blue,  and  a  regiment  of  infantry  under 
that  of  Colonel  Adlercron,  were  granted  for  their  relief. 

1754.  On  the  22d  day  of  February  1754,  the  Kent  (of  which  ftiip  I  had  been 

— '  appointed  furgeon)  failed  from  Spithead  to  Plymoutby  the  place  of  rendez¬ 
vous  for  the  fquadron;  and  on  the  9th  of  March,  AdmudXTFatJon  put  to  fea. 
with  the  following  fhips  for  the  EaJl  Indies, 


Kent,  (with  the  admiral’s  flag) 

Capt.  Henry  Speke 

Guns. 

70 

Eagle,  (with  a  broad  pendantj 

Capt.  George  Pocock 

6q 

Salijbury  -  .  -  - 

Capt.  Thomas  Knowler 

50 

Brijlol 

Capt.  Thomas  Latham 

50 

Bridgewater 

Cdcpt.  William  Martin 

20 

Kingsjijher  Sloop  -  -  - 

Capt.  Beji  Mighel 

16 

The  admiral’s  inftruXions  direXed  him  to  repair  to  Cork  in  Ireland,  and' 
there  to  receive  on  board  his  fquadron,  as  many  of  the  king’s  troops  as 
he  could  conveniently  difpofe  of.  This  he  attempted  doing,  but  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  he  judged  it  neceffary  to  put  into  Kingfale  road.  On 
the  1 2th  he  anchored  there,  and  immediately  difpatched  a  letter  to  Colonel; 
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^Adlercron^  acquainting  him  of  his  arrival,  and  requefting  him  to  march  with  1 7  54. 
his  regiment  to  that  port.  ■■ 

On  the  19th  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  blew  very  hard  from  the  foiith 
eafl,  accompanied  with  fleet  and  hail,  and  a  very  high  fea  poured  into  the 
bay,  which  occafloned  the  Eagle  to  part  her  fmall  bower  cable,  and  to  drive 
a-thvvart  the  BrifioW  hawfe.  The  officers  of  the  Eagle  fo  exerted  them- 
felves,  that  they  foon  cleared  her  from  the  Briflolt  but  not  without  the  lofs 
of  this  laft  ffiip’s  head  and  bowfprit.  At  night,  both  fhips  parted  from 
their  anchors,  and  drove  very  near  the  fliore  *,  their  mails  were  cut  away, 
and  fignals  of  diftrefs  were  made ;  but  unfortunately  the  fea  ran  fo  high,  that 
no  boats  could,  lye  along  fide  of  them,  and  confcquently  no  effedlual  relief 
could  be  fent  to  their  affillance.  The  wind  and  fea  abating  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  gave  the  admiral  an  opportunity  of  getting  off  both  the  fhips,  by  his 
fending  all  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  to  affill  them ;  but  they  were  fo  much 
difabled,  as  not  to  be  capable  of  proceeding  on  their  intended  expedition. 

Mr.  IVatfon^  being  by  this  accident  deprived  of  fo  confiderable  a  part  of 
the  force  of  his  fquadron,  for  fome  time  debated  with  himfelf,  whether  he 
fliould  immediately  purfue  his  voyage  with  thofe  few  fhips  which  were  Hill 
fit  for  fea,  or  wait  where  he  was,  till  the  difabled  flfips  could  be  replaced. 

His  zeal  for  the  fervice  however  determined  him  to  embrace  the  former  alter¬ 
native,  and  he  difpatched  two  expreffes,  one  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  another  to  Colonel  Adlercron : 
he  acquainted  the  colonel  with  his  determination  of  proceeding  with  the 
Kenly  Salt/hury,  Bridgewater^  and  Kingsfijher  only  *,  and  defired  him,  that 
the  divifion  of  his  regiment  which  was  intended  for  thofe  fhips,  might 
embark  with  all  poffible  expedition  ;  and  that  the  other  divifion,  might 
be  put  on  board  the  two  fhips  which  were  difabled,  and  proceed  in  them 
to  Plymouth^  where  he  did  not  doubt  but  other  fhips  would  be  foon  ready 
to  receive  them,  and  follow  him  to  India.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment 
was  to  embark  in  fome  of  the  Eajl  India  company’s  fhips,  which  of  courfe 
would  not  fail  to  follow  the  admiral ;  but  as  they  were  not  ready  at  the 
time  he  failed  from  England^  he  had  received  orders  not  to  wait  for  them. 

On  the  24th,  fome  of  the  troops  were  put  on  board ;  and  the  fame  day, 
the  admiral  with  his  two  fhips,  frigate  and  floop,  weighed  anchor,  and 
failed  •,  leaving  the  two  difabled  fliips  behind  him,  and  appointing  the  Gar- 
land^t  Captain  Spry.,  to  convoy  them  to  Plymouth. — April  the  6th,  we  anchored 
in  Fonchial  road,  off  the  ifland  of  Madeira,  a  place  famous  for  fupplying  not 
only  Europe,  but  all  our  fettlements  in  both  the  Indies,  with  a  mod  excellent 
wine.  This  refrefhing  liquor  however,  like  other  things,  of  late  years 
is  greatly  increafed  in  its  price.  Ten  or  twelve  years  before,  the  beft 
wine  on  the  ifland  was  fold  from  12  to  14  pounds  the  pipe;  but  at  the  time 
we  were  there,  none  could  be  got  for  lefs  than  20  and  22  pounds. 
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1754*  This  ifland  of  Madeira  is  fubje(5t  to  the  crown  Portugal fituatcd  in  * 

— V — fine  climate,  in  the  latitude  of  32°  27'  north.  The  face  of  the  country 
is  very  mountainous,  interfperfed  with  vineyards,  whifih  form  a  moft  ro¬ 
mantic  and  delightful  profpedl.  The  tops  of  the  highefi:  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains  are  always  covered  with  fnow  j  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  fquadron 
ventured  to  fcale  one  of  them,  but  found  the  air  round  the  fummit  of  it  fo- 
exceedingly  cold,  tliat  they  were  glad  to.  get  down  again  as  taft  as  poffiblc; 
We  have  a  conful  always  refiding  here,  and  feveral  confiderable  merchants 
of  our  nation  live  at  Fonchial^  which  is  the  only  place  of  trade  in  the  whole 
ifland. 

Whilfl:  we  continued  at  Madeira^  we  met  with  many  difagreeable  delays- 
in  fupplying  our  fquadron  with  wine  and  other  refrelhments,  on  account  of 
the  Paflion.-week,  and  the  carnival  that  followed  it  ;  at  which  feafon  all 
buflnefs  there  is  at  a  Hand,  and  ftrangers  are  fure  to  be  entertained  with 
much  gaudy,  fuperftitious  mummery.  The  cuftom  indeed  of  celebrating 
this  feftival  with  a  great  deal  of  religious  pageantry,  is  obferved  in  all  Popifli 
countries,  but  probably  no  where  carried  to  fo  great  an  height  as  among' 
the  Portuguefe^  who  are  the  moft  bigotted  to.  theT'opperies  of  their  religion 
of  any  nation  under  the  fun.. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  at  10  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  took  our  leave  of 
Madeira,  and  on  the  23d  faw  the  ifland  of  Palma,  one  of  the  Canaries,  dif- 
tant  from,  us  four  leagues.  By  the  25th,  we  were  got  into  the  trade  winds; 
and  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards  were  in  fight  of  Bonavijla,  one  of  the  Capt 
deVerd  iflands.  About  the  middle  oi May,  our  fhip  being  too  much  crowded 
with  ftores  and  men,  and  confequently  very  hot  between  decks;  the  crew- 
became  fo  fickly,  that  in  fix  days  we  buried  feven  men,  and  had  1 60  on  the 
lick  lift,  chiefly  with  putrid  fevers.  On>the  3d  of  June,  at  the  very  hour* 
Capt.  Speke  had  calculated,  we  difcovered  the  ifland  Trinidada  \  and  the  next- 
morning  Martinvas  was  in  fight.  The  latter  is  compofed  of  inaccefTibie* 
rocks ;  but  the  former,  as  I  was  informed,  is  well  GOvered*with  woods,  and'' 
has  a  fandy  bay  at  the  north-eaft  end,  where  there  is  plenty  of  frefh  water. 

In  our  whole  run  from  Madeira  to  thefe  lafl  mentioned  iflands,  we  faw,/ 
ijothing  very  remarkable ;  or  only  fuch  objefts  as  are  always  to  be  met  with¬ 
in  thofe  feas  :  fuch  as  great  flights  of  different  forts  of  birds,  near  the 
land;  and  vafl  numbers  of  flying  fifli.  We  caught  alfo  fome  fharks  in 
calm  weather;;  to  fome  of  which  were  flicking  feveral  black  fifh,  from 
eight  inches  to  a  foot  long :  the  failors  called  them  the  fucking-fifb,  but 
they  are  really  the  Remora.  Some  tiuie  in  Junetht  crews  of  the  feveral  fliips 
of  the  fquadron,  with  baited  hooks,  caught  fome  Pintado-h\rd%',  they  are 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  pidgeon,  and,  when  fwimming  on  the  water,  very 
much  refemble  that  bird.  They  are  prettily  mottled  on  the  back  and  wings, 
their  heads  are  of  a  dark  blue  colour,  their  bills  are  fharp  and  flrong,  their 
legs  black,,  and  their  feet  webbed,.  When  caught,  they  cannot  rife  to 
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from  the  deck,  but  will  mod  readily  do  fo,  out  of  a  tub  of  water.  An  1754. 

dhatrofey  a  fea-fowl,  was  fhot  off  the  Cape  of  Good  Hcpe^  which  meafured  ' - » — 

174  feet  from  wing  to  wing.  A  was  alfo  caught,  and  brought  on 

board  the  Cumberland,  with  72  young  ones  in  her  belly,  each  from  6  to  14 
inches  long.  Another  was  afterwards  caught  by  the  Salijbury's  crew,  which 
had  the  horns,  fkin,  and  many  bones  of  a  bullock  in  the  belly.  After  it  was 
dead  and  dried,  a  very  large  man  paffed  through  its  jaws. 

In  the  imfettled  and  hot  weather  we  had,  during  our  continuance  near 
the  line,  the  putrid  fever  raged  among  us ;  (owing  in  a  great  degree  aifo 
to  the  ftock-fifh,  which  we  had  taken  on  board  as  part  of  our  provifion, 
turning  putrid.*)  Our  people,  when  firft  taken,  complained  of  violent  head¬ 
aches,  pain  in  their  limbs,  and  an  univerfal  reftleffnefs.  By  the  latter  end 
of  June,  we  had  advanced  far  to  the  fouthward,  and  confequently  were 
in  a  colder  climate.  On  the  1 7th  of  July,  at  three  in  the  morning,  we 
difcovered  the  long  wifhed-for  ifland  of  Madagajcar.  At  four  made  the  fignal, 
wore  fhip,  and  brought  to  ;  and  on  the  rSch  we  anchored  in  St,  Augufiine^s 
bay,  at  the  fouthern  part  of  the  ifland,  latitude  23“  42'’routh,  in  16  fathom 
water.  The  19th,  we  received  on  board"  frefli  beef  for  the  ufe  of  the 
feveral  fhips  companies,  who  with  eagernefs  and  tranfport  fed  on  this  delicious 
fare.  The  next  day,  the  admiral  was  fo  kind  as  to  ifiue  his  warrant,  by 
which  I  was  appointed  to  take  under  my  care  the  Tick  and  wounded  of  the- 
whole  fquadron. 

The  firft  care  after  our  arrival  at  Madagafcar,  '^2^^  to  get  our  fick  afliore.. 

Thofe  in  the  Kent  alone  amounted  to  150;  The  complaints  of  fome,  were 
the  fame  putrid  fevers  which  had  before  given  us  fo  much  trouble  while 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  equinoflial ;  but  the  greater  part  were  now  af- 
flidled  with  the  feurvy,  and  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  they  had  not  ftrength 
enough  to  crawf  upon  the  deck,  and  fcarcely  to  breathe  *,  we  were  obliged 
therefore  to  carry  them  out  of  the  fhip  in  their  hammocks  :  but  fo  falutary 
was  the  land,  and  the  refrefiiments  it  produced,  that  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks  after  they  were  put  afhore,  almoft  ail  of  them  happily  recovered  their 
former  health  and  vigour.  / 

This  ifland,  which  lies  between  12  and  26®  fouth  latitude,  is  of  great  ex¬ 
tent,  and  very  fruitful,  abounding  in  moft  of  the  neceffaries  of  life.  It  is 
governed  by  four  or  five  kings,  who  frequently  are  at  war  with  each  other, 
when  they  make  inroads  into  the  enemies  country,  and  carry  off  both- 
families  and  cattle :  the  firft  are  fometimes  fold  to  the  Europeans,  as  flaves. 

The  bullocks  on  this  ifland  are  very  large  and  fat,  weighing  ufually  from- 
6  to  700  pounds  each,  and  are  much  valued  by  the  feveral  European  na» 

•  Two  thirds  of  the  flock-fifli  which  governaient  fupplied  the  fliip  with,  we  were  obliged 
to  throw  over,  board. 
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i754‘  who  have  fettlements  In  India.  They  fend  (hips  hither  on  purpofe  for 

— ~y'-— '  them,  which  they  kill  and  fait  upon  the  ifland.  Thefe  bullocks  have  all 
a  remarkable  protuberance,  or  portion  of  fat,  feated  between  the  two 
fhoulders,  weighing  about  twenty  pounds ;  which  in  general  is  very  much 
edeemed,  after  having  lain  fome  time  in  fait.  For  my  own  part  however,  I 
could  not  join  in  the  extravagant  praifes  given  to  this  piece  in  particular,  nor 
indeed  to  any  of  the  beef  of  this  ifland  ;  for  though  the  oxen  are  very  large, 
fat  and  fair  to  look  upon,  yet  the  herbage  they  eat,  gives  their  flefli  a 
peculiar,  and  to  me  a  very  difagreeable  tafte.  The  natives  have  a  very 
dexterous  method  of  bringing  the  ox  to  the  daughter.  They  throw  a 
rope,  with  a  running  knot,  over  the  horns  of  that  particular  beaft,  which 
the  purchafer  hath  chofen  out  of  a  great  number,  and  with  the  fame  rope 
drag  the  vidim  to  a  tree ;  around  the  trunk  of  which,  they  take  a  turn 
with  the  rope,  and  draw  the  ox  clofe  up  to  it,  where  it  is  eafily  flaughtered. 
by  the  butcher.  The  iflanders  themfelves  never  ftrip  off  the  hide,  but  feed 
on  that  with  as  much  pleafure  as  on  any  other  part  of  the  beaft.  The  flieep. 
of  Madagafcar  differ  very  little  from  the  goats,  being  alike  hairy,  only  their 
heads  are  fomewhat  larger.  They  have  necks  like  a  calf,  and  a  tail  that 
weighs  at  leafi;  ten  pounds. 

We  had  no  fooner  come  to  an  anchor  at  this  ifland,  but  old  Robin  Hood.^ 
and  another  of  the  king  of  Baba‘s  people,  whom  they  call  purfers  ;  Philibey.^ 
the  General  •,  and  Captains  John  Anderfon  and  Frederick  Martin.,  came  on 
board  the  Kent :  thefe  were  fome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  king’s  court,  who 
prided  themfelves  in  being  called  by  Englijh  names.  And  the  king’s  own 
tamily  likevvife,  in  imitation  of  the  court  of  England.,  is  not  without  a 
Prince  of  kVales,  a  Duke  of  Cumberland,  a  Prince  Augujius,  and  Princeffes, 
-diftinguifhed  by  Englijh  nances. 

All  the  great  men  abovementioned,  came  on  board  naked,  except  a 
covering  over  their  hips,  and  another  over  their  fhoulders,  made  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  grafs  growing  on  the  ifland,  which  they  had  ornamented  with  fmall  glafs 
beads,  by  way  of  border  or  fringe.  Their  hair  was  not  altogether  fo  wool¬ 
ly  as  is  the  Africans  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  but  rather  refembling  the  long 
black  hair  of  the  Indian:  The  Madagafcarian  wives  take  great  pains  with 
their  hufbands  hair;  They  fometimes  put  it  in  large  and  regular  curls, 
and  at  other  times  braid  it  in  great  order,  making  it  to  fliine  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  oil  which  the  ifland  produces.  The  men  are  rather  tall  than  other- 
wife,  and  flightly  made,  yet  ftrong  *,  they  always  carry  in  their  hands  a  wooden 
lance,  headed  with  iron.  This  lance,  is  in  general  made  very  neat,  which 
they  throw  thirty  or  forty  yards  with  great  exaflnefs,  ftriking  the  fmallefl: 
objedt.  Befides  this  implement  of  war,  they  are  commonly  mafters  of  a 
mufket,  which  they  get  from  Europeans  in  exchange  for  cattle  *,  and  this  they 
are  always  fure  to  keep  in  the  niceft  order. — I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  Eng¬ 
lijh  are  frequently  guilty  of  great  impofitions  in  this  kind  of  traffic,  by  dif- 
pofing  of  cheap  and  ill-tempered  gun-barrels,  among  the  poor  inhabitants, 
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who  fometimes  lofe  their  lives  by  the  burftirtg  of  thefe  pieces.  Such  1754’. 
iniquitous  practices  as  thefe,  muft  in  the  end  prove  injurious  to  the  nation  ;  ' — nr—* 
and  has  indeed  already  made  the  name  of  more  than  one  of  thefe  traders 
truly  infamous  among  the  deluded,  but  hitherto  friendly,  Madagafearims^  or 
Malgaches 

They  are  a  civil,  good-natured  people,  but  eafily  provoked,  and  apt  to 
fhew  their  refentment  on  the  lead  provocation,  efpecially  where  they  think 
themfelves  injured,  or  flighted.  An  inftance  of  this  happened  during  our 
ftay  among  them.  A  wife  of  John  Anderfon  came  to  our  tents,  and  purchafed 
a  clafp-knife  of  a  common  failor;  in  her  return  home  flie  had  the  misfortune 
to  drop  it  •,  as  foon  as  fhe  difeovered  her  lofs,  Ihe  ran  back  in  the  greateft 
anxiety  towards  our  people ;  in  her  way,  flie  obferved  a  feaman  to  ftoop,  and 
take  up  fomething  from  the  ground,  which  on  her  getting  up  with  him, 
fhe  difeovered  to  be  her  knife,  and  demanded  it  as  her  property.  The  failor 
refufing  to  part  with  it,  fhe  hurried  home,  and  acquainted  her  hufband  with 
what  had  happened.  Immediately,  and  in  the  greateft  rage,  he  commanded 
his  fervants  and  flaves  to  arm  themfelves,  and  at  the  head  of  them  he 
marched  into  our  camp.  Lieutenant  Carnac  of  AdUr cron's  regiment,  and 
our  other  officers  on  fhore,  were  at  dinner  in  their  tent  •,  and  upon  hearing; 
a  great  uproar,  they  ran  out  and  difeovered  John  Anderfon  with  fifteen  other 
natives,  armed  with  loaded  mufkets,  and  in  violent  altercation  with  our 
people.  It  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  the  fury  which  was  vifible  in  Anderfon' n 
countenance.  The  officers  being  upon  the  beft  footing  with  him,  went  to- 
him,  and  defired  to  know  the  caufe  of  this  unbecoming  behaviour.  He  gave 
them  a  fhort  anfwer,  and  in  a  very  peremptory  tone  demanded  the- knife. 

They,  in  return,  calmly  reafoned  with  him,  and  afked  him  how  he  could 
think  of  behaving  in  fo  outrageous  a  manner  to  his  friends.  He  anfwered, 

they  were  no  friends  of  his,  unkfs  they  did  him  jufiiceA  They  ftill  went  on 
foothing  him,  but  at  the  fame  time  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  his  ading 
in  this  frantic  manner  was  not  only  ridiculous,  but  dangerous  to  a  great 
degree ;  for  had  they  been  as  violent  as  himfelf,  it  was  next  to  an  impoffi- 
bility  that  either  he  or  any  one  of  his  followers  could  have  returned  back 
alive.  He  replied,  “  that  he  would  fooner  die,  than  tamely  put  up  an  injury," 

At  laft,  with  great  difficulty,  they  appeafed  him,  prevailed  upon  him  to 
fend  back  his  people,  and  to  enter  their  tent.  Here  they  gave  him  a  dram,, 
and  fummoned  before  them  the  failor.  The  fellow  frankly  acknowledged, 
that  he  had  found  a  knife,  and  that  it  was  very  poffible  it  might  belong  to 
Anderfon'^  wife,  but  that  as  yet  he  had  only  her  word  for  it.  The  woman,, 
in  anfwer  to  this,  produced  the  perfon  from  whom  Ihe  bought  it,  who  prov¬ 
ing  it  to  be  her  property,  the  knife  was  prefently  reftored,  and  the  affair 
amicably  fettled  to  the  entire  fatisfaftion  of  ail  parties. 

Another  chara6leriftic  of  the  Madagafearians,  is,  the  very  high  notions-, 
they  entertain  of  the  dignity  of  their  king',  which  they  carry  to  16  great. an- 

*  A  general  term  applied  to  the  inhabitants  of  jhat  iflaad, 

height. 
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17^4*  height,  that  they  are  never  more  fenfibly  hurt,  than  when  they  think  you 

■ — are  treating  him  with  any  kind  of  incivility.  We  met  with  a  moft  ftriking 
inftance  of  this,  foon  after  our  arrival  at  the  ifland,  when  the  king's  purfers 
made  KdimixdX  Watfon  their  firfl:  vifit.  At  the  time  thefe  people  entered  the 
fliip,  it  happened  that  the  admiral  was  deeply  engaged  in  bufinefs  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  defired  Captain  Speke^  (who  had  been  at  Madagafcar  before,  and  con- 
fequently  was  acquainted  with  moft  of  them)  to  officiate  as  his  deputy,  and 
entertain  them  in  the  ward-room,  till  he  could  wait  upon  them  in  perfon. 
This  talk.  Captain  Speke  executed  with  the  greateft  hofpitality  and  politenefs; 
but  notwithftanding  all  his  endeavours  to  pleafe,  in  lefs  than  twenty  minutes 
they  became  quite  impatient,  and  very  ferious  ;  talked  much  of  going  affiore 
again,  and  of  their  king’s  dignity  being  greatly  hurt  by  this  delay,  “  who 
(they  faid)  zvas  a  great  man^  and  would  be  much  difpleafed,  when  he  Jhould  be 
told  they  had  waited  fo  long  before  they  had  been  admit led  to  an  audience  of  the 
commodore  j”  for  fo  they  called  the  admiral  not  only  at  his  firft  arrival,  but 
ever  afterwards,  it  being  a  title  they  had  been  much  accuftomed  to  •,  nor 
had  they  before  been  ever  vifited  by  an  officer  of  Mr.  IVat fan's  rank. 
Captain  touched  ,  with  their  complaints,  hurried  away  to  the  admiral, 

who  immediately  admitted  them  into  his  cabin,  and  made  them  happy. 
Before  they  took  their  leave  however,  they  in  very  plain  terms  gave  Mr. 
JVatfon  tO'Underftand,  that  unlefs  he  made  the  King  of  Baba  the  firft  vifit,  no 
provifion  of  coniequence  would  be  fuffered  to  be  put  on  board  his  ffiips. 

The  reader  will  excufe  rny  giving  him  another  inftance  of  this  kind, 
xvhich  ftill  more  ftrikingly  difplays  the  extreme  fenfibility  of  thefe  iflanders, 
in  refpe(ft  to  their  king’s  dignity.  Robin  Hood  (who  feemed  to  aft  as  prime 
minifter,  and  negotiated  moft  of  the  king’s  concerns  with  our  agent-viftu- 
aller)  was  one  day  tranfafling  bufinefs  with  another  gentleman  of  the  fqua- 
dron,  and  they  happened  to  differ  fo  much  about  the  value  of  a  certain 
commodity,  that  high  words  arofe,  and  at  Robin  Hood  in  the  greateft 

agitation  ftarted  from  the  ground  where  he  was  fitting,  and  fwore  that  lie 
would  immediately  acquaint  the  king  of  Baba  with  what  had  paffed.  Our 
Englifh  gentleman,  too  much  heated  with  this  threat,  and  the  violent  altef- 
cation  which  had  preceded  it,  unguardedly  replied,  “  D — n  the  king  of 

Baba.'''' - The  eyes  of  Robin  Hood  flaffied  like  lightning,  and  in  the  moft 

violent  wrath  he  retorted,  D — n  King  George”  At  the  fame  inftant  he  left 
the  fpot,  hurrying  away  towards  the  Madagafcarian  cottages.  Our  country¬ 
man  was  foon  (truck  with  the  impropriety  of  his  behaviour,  followed 
and  overtook  the  difputant,  and  having  made  all  proper  conceflions,  the 
affair  was  happily  terminated. 

Moft  of  the  natives  near  this  bay,  fpeak  as  much  broken  Englifi  as  en¬ 
ables  them  to  exchange  their  cattle,  poultry,  milk,  fruit,  rice,  fait,  pur- 
flain,  potatoes,  yams,  fifh,  lances  and  (hells,  for  our  mulkets,  powder,  bul¬ 
lets,  flints,  clouties  (which  include  handkerchiefs  and  linnen  of  all  forts) 
beads,  iron-pots,  &c.  Silver  is  in  great  efteem  with  them  j  they  call  it  M?- 

i  nila^ 
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nila^  and  make  it  into  bracelets  for  their  wives :  they  pay  but  little  regard  1 7 
to  gold  i  if  you  offer  it  to  them  at  the  fame  time  with  filver,  they  never  hefi-  * — 
tate  to  prefer  the  latter. 

On  the  right  hand  as  you  enter  the  bay,  lives  one  Prince  Willtam  \  he  is 
related,  and  tributary,  to  the  king,  yet  in  moft  cafes  adts  as  an  indepen- 
dant  prince;  and  is  always  fure  to  ufe  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  officers 
of  the  fhips  that  touch  there,  to  pitch  their  tents  on  his  fide  of  the  country, 
and  to  buy  their  provifions  of  him,  inftead  of  the  king  or  his  fubjefts.  In 
this  prince’s  territories,  not  far  diftant  from  the  fea,  are  the  remains  of 
a  fort,  built  by  Avery  the  pirate. 

His  majefty  of  Baha  refides  in  a  town  built  with  mud,  which  {lands  up  the 
country,  about  twelve  miles  from  St,  Augujline'%  Bay.  About  four  days 
after  our  arrival,  he  came  down  with  his  family  into  our  neighbourhood,  and 
fent  his  heir  apparent  on  board,  accompanied  by  the  duke  oiBaha^  and  other 
great  perfonages  of  his  court,  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  arrival  at 
Madagafcar^  and  to  know  on  what  day  he  intended  paying  him  a  vifit.  The 
admiral  made  each  of  thefe  ambaffadors  a  prefent  of  a  pair  of  piftols,  a  gun, 
a  fword,  and  fome  bottles  of  brandy ;  appointed  a  day  for  paying  his  re- 
fpeefts  to  the  king,  and  fent  them  all  affiore  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  and  per- 
fe6lly  happy.  On  the  day  which  had  been  fixed  for  his  public  audience, 
the  admiral,  attended  by  all  the  captains,  and  other  officers  of  his  fquadron, 
walked  about  half  a  mile  from  our  own  tents  down  to  thofe  of  his  majefty, 
and  was  uffiered  into  the  largeft  of  them  by  the  beat  of  two  drums,  which 
by  the  particular  defire  of  Robin  Hood  had  been  fent  from  on  board  the  Kent ; 
this  prime  minifter  declaring,  that  as  the  admiral  was  a  great  man,  and  the 
king  of  Baba  a  great  man  alfo,  the  admiral  ffiould  bring  his  mufic  to  do 
honour  to  the  king ;  and  the  king’s  mufic  in  return  (which  confifted  only  of 
two  pair  of  great  conch-ffiells)  ffiould  found  in  honour  of  the  admiral.  As 
nobody  objeded  to  this  reafonable  propofal,  the  admiral  was  received  in  the 
manner  preferibed  by  Robin  Hood, 

k 

* 

The  king  was  about  fixty  years  of  age,  very  corpulent,  and  had  at  that 
time  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout.  He  was  fitting  on  a  grafs-mat  fpread  on  the 
ground,  with  a  wrapper  round  his  middle,  and  on  his  head  he  wore  a 
Hutch  grenadier’s  cap,  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  faced  with  the  arms  of  the 
Dutch  Eaji  India  company  cut  in  brafs.  He  took  the  admiral  by  the  hand, 
and  enquired  how  King  George  did :  when  he  was  told  that  he  was  now  in 
health,  but  had  lately  been  in  great  afflidlion  on  account  of  the  dearii  of  his 
eldeft  fon ;  he  feelingly  replied,  “  I  have  likewife  loji  my  Prince  of 
WalesP  He  then  enquired  of  the  admiral,  what  prefents  he  had  for  him. 
Thefe,  confifting  of  fire-arms,  fwords  and  fpirituous  liquors,  were  immedb 
ately  given  ;  but  none  feemed  to  pleafe  him  fo  much  as  the  brandy;  he  only 
found  fault  that  there  was  not  enough  of  it.  His  three  queens,  and  many  other 
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of*  the  court,  attended  this  meeting.  They  too  had  their  prefents^ 
V.— V— J  And  the  admiral,  to  treat  them,  as  he  thought,  the  more  genteely,  ordered 
three  or  four  dozen  of  bottles  of  white  wine  to  be  brought ;  but  upon  their 
tafting  it,  they  fpoke  of  it  as  infipid,  and,  like  the  king,  preferred  brandy  as 
the  better  liquor.  Mr.  Watfon  apologized  for  his  not  having  a  greater  flock  of 
it  •,  but  afiured  them,  and  his  majefty  of  Baba  alfo,  that  the  next  time  he 
made  this  voyage,  he  would  not  fail  to  bring  them  a  much  larger  quantity. 
Before  the  audience  broke  up,  the  king  alked  the  admiral,  whether  he  had 
any  doftor  with  him  ?  who  replied,  yes.  He  then  afked,  “A  he  a  great  doctor? 
Akin^s  doblor?'^  to  which  the  admiral  replied  in  the  affirmative.  “  Let  him, 
(rejoined  the  king)  give  me  fome  mahomets  (that  is,  fome  medicines)  for  my 
fick  knee.”  The  admiral  then  fpoke  to  me,  who  flood  near  him;  when  ad- 
dreffing  myfelf  to  the  king,  I  gave  him  my  word,  that  he  ffiould  not  be  many 
days  without  them.  The  admiral  having  mentioned  to  the  king  of  Baba,  the 
provifions  he  wanted  for  his  fquadron,  the  latter  gave  orders  to  his  purfers, 
that  we  ffiould  immediately  be  fupplied  with  them:  Then  the  admiral,  after 
thanking  the  king  for  his  civility  and  affiflance,  took  his  leave. 

Before  I  clofe  this  feene,  I  cannot  omit  deferibing  the  grotefque  drefs  and 
figure  of  one  of  the  favourites  at  this  court,  who  in  his  younger  days  had 
been  in  England,  where  he  acquired  a  tafle  for  the  European  faflaions.  They 
called  him  Captain  Eom  Hill-,  he  was  a  little  old  man,  had  neither  ffioes, 
flockings,  breeches,  nor  fhirt  on,  but  wore  a  wrapper  round  his  thighs,  and 
an  old  filk-waiflcoat  next  his  flein,  ornamented  with  a  bugle-fringe:  An  old 
tattered  blue  coat,  an  old  grey  tye-wig,  a  filver-laced  hat,  and  a  fword  with¬ 
out  a  fcabbard,  made  up  the  remainder  of  his  drefs,  and  all  together  pre- 
fented  a  moft  ridiculous  figure. 

The  generality  of  my  readers,  will  probably  look  down  with  wonder  and 
pity,  if  not  with  contempt,  on  the  rude  fimplicity  and  unpoliffied  man¬ 
ners  of  the  people  now  defciibed :  But  let  them  turn  back  to  the  annals  of 
our  Englijh  hiflory  not  two  thoufand  years  ago,  they  will  have  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  find  the  ancient  Britons  equally  unacquainted  with  the  polite  arts, 
and  quite  as  barbarous  and  uncivilized  as  the  Madagafearians  * .  And 

if  our  rude  forefathers,  by  aperfevering  virtue,  a  noble  difintereflednefs,  and- 
a  paffionate  love  for  their  country,  could  ere(5l  a  kingdom,  fo  capable  of  ex¬ 
citing  admiration  as  we  have  now  the  happinefs  to  boaft  of ;  why  ffiould 
not  the  defeendants  of  the  brave  Madagafearians,  at  fome  future  period,  emu  ¬ 
late  the  glory  of  our  anceflors,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  an  empire  great 
and  extenfive  as  our  own,  and  as  much  celebrated  for  the  glory  of  its  arms,.. 

*  Interiores  plerique  fiumenta  non  ferunt,  fed  la^le  &  came  vivunt,  pellibufque  funt  vef- 
titi.  Omnes  verb  fe  Rritanni  vitro  inficiunt,  quod  caerulcum  cliicit  colorem  ;  atque  hoc 
horribiliore  funt  in  pugna  adfpediu  :•  capilloque  funt  promiffo,  atque  omni  parte  corporis 
^  rafa,  praeter  caput  &  labrum  fuperius.  Uxores  habent  deni  duodenique  inter  fe  communes, 
&  maxime  Fratres  cum  Fratribus,  Parentefque  cum  Liberia.  Sed  ii  qui  funt  ex  his  nati  eorum 
habentur  liberi,  a  quibus  primum  virgines  quasque  duda;  funt.. 
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height  of  genius,  and  delicacy  of  tafte  ? — The  prefumption  is  neither  grdiind- 
lefs  nor  extravagant ;  for  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar  is  very  fertile,  and  near 
a  thoufand  miles  in  length,  and  at  its  wideft  part,  three  hundred  miles  broad, 
fituated  in  a  healthy  climate,  full  of  the  fineft  timber,  and  furnifhes  many 
other  valuable  materials  fit  for  fhipping;  by  which  her  natives  might  be  en¬ 
abled  to  equip  formidable  fleets,  extend  their  commerce  over  all  the  known 
part  of  the  habitable  world,  and  perhaps  carry  the  terror  of  their  arms  into 
countries  hitherto  undifeovered.  Thefe  iflanders,  likewife,  are  not  at  all  de¬ 
ficient  in  that  aflive  and  enterprifing  fpirit  fo  neceflary  for  perfedling  fuch 
glorious  undertakings. 

Whilft  we  continued  on  this  ifland,  we  found  ourfeivcs  frequently  robb¬ 
ed  of  our  linnen,  as  it  was  hanging  out  to  dry,  yet  it  was  always  fliolen 
in  fo  artful  and  dexterous  a  manner  that  we  never  had  it  in  our  power  to  de¬ 
left  one  Angle  Culprit  during  the  whole  time  of  our  being  there.  One  poor 
wretch  indeed,  who  was  concerned  in  this  kind  of  theft,  making  his  efcape 
with  his  booty  over  the  river,  unfortunately  fliuck  in  the  mud,  and  was 
drowned.  The  following  initance  will  fliew  the  great  prefence  of  mind,  and 
exceeding  dexterity  of  thefe  iflanders,  in  thievifh  exploits.  One  evening,  as 
thirty  or  forty  of  our  men  were  fitting  round  a  fire,  boiling  their  vic¬ 
tuals  in  their  iron-pots,  without  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  a  thief’s  being 
near  them-,  a  Madagafcarian  with  wonderful  agility  jumped  over  their 
heads  into  the  circle,  took  one  of  the  pots  by  the  handle  as  it  flood  over 
the  fire,  and  ran  off  with  it  towards  the  river:  Our  people,  for  a  time 
continued  looking  on  each  other  with  amazement ;  but  before  any  of  them 
had  fo  far  recovered  themfelves  as  to  think  of  purfuing  the  thief,  the  fellow 
had  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  his  legs,  as  to  be  quite  out  of  their  reach. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  women,  that  daily  reforted  to  our  tents,  I 
obferved  one,  who,  as  to  her  make  and  fymmetry  of  features,  was  a  perfeft 
beauty.  The  Dutch efs  of  Baba  was  alfo  handfome but  the  king’s  two 
daughters  were  far  otherwife.  The  eldefl  of  thefe  tv^o  ladies  was  extreme¬ 
ly  coarfe  in  her  perfon,  and  no  lefs  mafeuline  in  her  behaviour.  The 
youngeft  was  not  quite  fo  plain  or  mafeuline  as  her  After,  tho’  (he  had  not 
much  delicacy  to  boaft  of :  they  were  both  unmarried.  One  of  them  had 
compleated  her  fortieth  year  ;  the  other  was  riot  quite  fo  old.  They  were 
of  the  company  at  court,  when  the  admiral  vifited  their  father;  and  foon 
afterwards,  the  eldefl  of  thefe  princeffes  condefeended  fo  far  as  to  call  upon 
the  agent-viftualler  at  his  tent :  She  carried  a  heavy  mufleet  on  her  flioulder, 
of  which  flie  appeared  to  be  extremely  fond,  talked  with  great  pleafure  of  the 
execution  fhe  had  done  with  it  in  times  pafl ;  but  as  the  lock  of  it  was 
now  fpoiled,  flie  defired  the  favour  of  him  to  get  it  put  in  proper  repair  for 
her-,  and  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  Ihe  fhould  be  much  obliged  to  him 
for  his  kindnefs.  In  fliort,  our  agent-viftualler  caufed  her  mulket  to  be 
repaired,  and  feemed  to  ftand  very  high  in  her  good  graces.  But  not  many 
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days  pafied,  before  he  unfortunately  fell  into  difgrace,  and  too  fenfibly  ex¬ 
perienced  the  effects  of  her  refeiument. - It  happened  thus. - 


The  admiral  had  thought  it  neceflary  to  give  the  chief  men  of  the  idand 
an  entertainment  on  board  his  own  fhip;  and  at  the  time  appointed  for  their 
coming,  he  fent  his  barge  to  convey  them  to  the  Kent,  giving  orders,  that 
none  but  men  fhould  be  admitted.  The  king’s  eldeft  daughter,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  iniunftion,  was  determined  to  make  one  of  the  company,  and  for 
that  purpole  repaired  with  the  men  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  agent- viftualler 
had  before  told  her,  and  now  again  reprefented  to  her  the  very  great  impro¬ 
priety  of  a  lady  of  her  quality  going  on  board  the  fliip  •,  and  did  not  neg- 
le(5t  to  add,  that  as  the  admiral’s  commands  were  abfolute,  he  could  not 
poffibly  allow  her  to  go:, All  his  remonftrances  availed  nothing;  for  no 
Iboner  had  the  barge  reached  the  fhore,  and  the  ftool  was  put  upon  the  beach, 
but  (he  got  upon  it,  and  was  advancing:  The  agent-vi6fualler  then  took 
hold  of  her  arm,  and  again  remonftrated,  intreating  her  to  defift  from  her 
purpofe ;  nay  he  offered  to  make  her  a  prefent,  provided  fhe  would  peace¬ 
ably  retire.  But  all  his  pleading  was  to  no  effeft;  it  feemed,  that  flae  had  be¬ 
fore  determined  what  part  to  aft:  He  then  in  pofitive  terms  declared,  that 
fhe  fhould  not  go,  and  with  fome  difficulty  pulled  her  from  the  ftool  to  the 
ffiore.  On  this,  ffie  not  only  greatly  abufed  him  with  her  tongue,  but 
alfo  gave  him  fo  violent  a  blow  on  one  of  his  eyes  with  her  fill,  that  he  de¬ 
clared  it  to  have  been  the  fevereft  he  ever  felt  in  his  life.  At  lafl,  however, 
he  got  the  better  in  his  troublefome  difpute  with  this  royal  virago;  who  re¬ 
turned  home  in  fuch  ill  humour,  that  ffie  was  never  afterwards  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  the  agent-vidualler,  tho’  he  took  fome  pains  to  be  re-inftated  in 
her  favour. 


The  younger  of  thefe  princeffes  (as  before  obferved)  had  alfo  accompanied 
the  king  at  the  grand  audience ;  and  at  that  time  was  pleafed  to  take  fo 
great  a  fancy  to  the  perfon  of  one  of  the  admiral’s  attendants,  that  ffie 
figniBed  her  good  liking  the  fame  evening,  in  a  prefent  ffie  fent  him  of  two 
couple  of  fowls,  and  fome  yams.  The  gentleman,  to  ffiew  himfelf  not  infen- 
fible  of  fo  great  a  lady’s  favour,  prefented  her  with  an  handkerchief  in  return, 
which  he  fent  by  Robin  Hood,  who  had  been  employed  by  her  for  the  like 
purpofe.  The  next  day,  the  fame  meffenger  took  the  gentleman  afide,  and 
told  him,  that  the  youngeft  princefs  was  in  love  with  him ;  that  ffie  defired 
he  would  come  to  her  cabin  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  night ;  and  that  he  himfelf 
would  accompany  him,  to  ffiew  him  where  the  cabin  flood,  —  The  gentle¬ 
man  anfwered,  that  he  could  not  poffibly  go,  for  at  that  time,  and  indeed 
for  the  whole  night,  he  ffiould  be  particularly  engaged.  The  following  day, 
and  for  three  or  four  days  afterwards,  the  fame  ambaffador  was  very  impor¬ 
tunate  that  due  attention  ffiould  be  paid  to  the  condefcenfion  of  the  princefs  ^ 
and  expatiated  very  largely  on  the  great  honour  done  to  the  gentleman  in 
the  preference  which  was  given  him  by  a  king’s  daughter.  The  favourite 
on  this  declared  himfelf  not  infenfible  hereof;  but  at  length  finding  common- 
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cxcufes  availed  nothing,  and  being  entirely  at  a  lofs  to  frame  new  ones,  he  1754. 
plainly  told  Robin  Hood^  that  he  need  not  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  coming  ' — 
any  more ;  for  to  fpeak  the  truth,  he  was  a  married  man,  and  therefore 
could  not  accept  of  the  princefs’s  favours,  without  being  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  that  folemn  vow  which  he  had  made  and  ratified  at  the  altar.  He  then 
repeated  feveral  religious  maxims  which  he  had  before  talked  over  with 
Robin  Hood^  and  ftrengthened  the  force  of  thofe  maxims  by  a  prefent  of  a 
piece  of  filver,  and  two  handkerchiefs  *,  not  doubting  but  that  by  this  well- 
timed  bribe,  he  fhould  prevail  upon  him  to  become  his  advocate,  and  re¬ 
concile  the  princefs  to  her  difappointment.  —  Robift  Hood^  tho’  he  took  the 
prefent,  faid  very  coldly,  “  that  if  it  lay  in  his  power,  he  would  certainly 
pacify  the  lady’s  refentment ;  but  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  difficulty 
and  often  infifted  on  the  very  important  confideration,  of  her  being  the 
daughter  of  a  great  king.  Several  days  pafied  after  this,  before  any  thing 
more  was  faid  upon  the  fubjedl  between  the  meflenger  and  the  gentleman : 
at  length  the  latter  afked  the  other,  if  all  was  right  with  the  princefs,  and 
how  Ihe  had  taken  his  pofitive  refufal  ?  Hood  replied,  “  I  have  been  your 
friend,  and  told  her  your  excufes ;  but  ffie  faid,  that  ffie  did  not  believe 
they  were  the  true  reafons.”  He  then  mentioned  what  had  been  this  deli¬ 
cate  princefs’s  fuggeftions  upon  the  occafion,  which  cannot  be  repeated  \ 
and  added,  “  She  was  very  angry,  and  called  you  bad  names,  but  I  have 
now,  after  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  -made  her  tolerably  eafy.”  —  Thus  entied 
this  ftrange  negotiation ! — 

All  the  Madagafcarian  women,  except  thofe  who  are  very  poor  indeed, 
wear  a  covering  over  their  breafts  and  ffioulders,  ornamented  with  glafs 
beads ;  and  none  go  without  a  cloth  over  their  hips.  They  commonly 
walk  with  a  flcnder,  long  ftick,  or  rod.  The  men  are  allowed  to  have  as 
many  wives  as  they  pleafe,  or  can  fupport.  The  king  has  three ;  the  Duke 

Baba  but  one*,  John  Anderjon  two.  Their  children,  they  often  name 
after  any  EngUJh  officers,  who  happen  to  be  there  at  the  time  of  their  wives 
pregnancy,  or  delivery.  One  of  John  Anderfon's  wives  was  with  child,  while 
we  were  there  •,  and  he  affiired  Sir  William  Hewet^  diat  if  ffie  brought  him  a 
boy,  he  would  give  the  child  his  name  and  title.. 

The  men  often  prefent  (or,  as  they  term  it,  falamanca)  you  with  an  ox, 
calf,  goat,  &c.  and  in  return  expeft  to  receive  its  full  value  in  filver,  or 
Ibme  other  commodity.  They  without  fcruple  tell  you,  in  their  broken  jar¬ 
gon,  If  you  my  friend^  I  your  friend.  Ton  no  my  friend.,  I  no  your  friend. 

I  falamanca  you,  you  falamanca  me.'^  Their  wives,  without  rcftraint,  vifit  you 
in  your  tents,  with  or  without  their  huffiands,  and  make  you  prefents  on  the 
fame  footing  as  do  their  huffiands.  If  a  wife  is  furprized  by  her  huffiand  in 
the  aft  of  adultery,  we  were  told,  he  never  fails  to  put  her  and  her  gallant  to 
death ;  but  if  they  are  difcovered  by  any  other  peribn,  the  crime  is  fome- 
times  compounded  by  a  prefent  of  cattle,  or  (laves.  Thefe  are  the  chief, 
if  not  only  riches  of  the  Madaga f car i arts,  for  they  have  no  money ;  and 
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except  thofe  who  inhabit  the  ATud  T o'wn,  they  all  live  either  in  mat-cabin?, 
or  huts  made  with  boughs.  The  grandees  have  a  fence  round  their  cottages, 
with  a  court-yard,  and  diftindt  apartments  for  their  diflerent  wives  and  child¬ 
ren,  as  well  as  for  their  flaves. 


During  our  ftay  at  this  ifland,  I  obferved  with  great  concern  feveral 
miferable  objedls  in  the  laft  ftages  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  They  had  not 
been  able  to  find  any  cure  •,  and  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  their  dodtors  are  to¬ 
tally  ignorant  of  medicine.  I’he  only  method  they  ufe  for  curing  all  com¬ 
plaints,  as  well  outward  hurts,  as  inward  difeafes,  is  the  wearing  on  their 
arm  or  neck  a  particular  charm  or  apiulet;-  or  befmearing  the  part  afflidled, 
with  earth  moiftened  with  the  juice  of  fome  tree  or  plant,  and  made  up  into 
a  foft  paile. 

The  country,  befides  large  timber-trees  of  different  kinds,  abounds  alfo 
with  a  variety  of  fbrubs,  and  fucculent  plants.  The  fugar-canes  are  as 
thick  as  a  flout  man’s  wrifl,  and  fo  full  of  juice,  that  a  foot  of  them  in  length 
will  weigh  two  pounds,  being  much  larger  and  finer  than  any  in  the  fVeJi 
Indies.  When  the  Madagafcarians  travel,  they  take  a  fugar  cane  on  their 
backs  to  fubfifl  upon,  which  will  ferve  them  two  or  three  days.  The 
tamarind  tree  grows  in  great  plenty  •,  the  leaves  of  which  are  like  our  com¬ 
mon  fern  :  The  tree  is  about  the  fize  of  an  Englifli  pear-tree,  and  not 
much  unlike  it.  The  fruit  is  contained  in  pods  about  the  fize  of  thofe 
of  the  bean,  which,  when  fit  to  gather,  are  brown,  hard  and  brittle. 


A  good  beginning  for  a  colledlion  of  curious  lliells  might  be  made  on  the 
fhore  of  this  ifland*,  they  are  now  much  more  fcarce  all  over  India.^  than 
they  wei'e  formerly.  *—  The  Tabularia^  a  baflard  kind  of  coral,  is  found 
here. 

The  rivers,  befides  their  abounding  with  great  quantities  of  excellent  fifh, 
are  full  of  alligators  of  an  enormous  fize.  The  duke  of  Baba  frequently  ac¬ 
companied  our  parties  in  fhooting  at  them  *,  and  when  our  gentlemen  in  one  of 
thefe  excurfions  came  to  a  creek,  which  they  were  obliged  to  ford,  his  Grace,  to 
fave  them  the  trouble  of  undrefling,  with  great  good-nature  took  them  one 
by  one  upon  his  back,  and  carried  them  over :  He  was  a  brifk,  little  man, 
about  28  years  old,  nephew  to  the  king,  and  was  particularly  fond  of  a  drum 
which  had  been  given  him  by  Commodore  (late  Admiral)  Griffin^  on  which 
he  could  beat  a  march  and  the  reveillee  with  great  dexterity. 

The  ifland  produces  a  great  plenty  of  Guinea-hens ;  and  all  the  rocks 
round  about,  both  in  Prince  IVills  and  in  the  king’s  country,  are  flocked 
with  an  abundance  of  mococks  *,  w'hich  is  an  innocent,  pretty  animal,  of  the 
fquirrel  kind,  about  the  fize  of  a  cat,  with  a  fliarp  head,  like  a  young  fox, 
a  long  bufhy  tail,  black  and  white  hair  of  exceeding  delicacy  and  foftnefs : 
It  has  feet  like  the  monkey,  and  ufually  fits  like  that  creature  on  its  breech 
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and  two  hind  legs,  Baflcing,  with  its  belly  expoled  to  the  fun.  Its  tricks  are  1754. 
of  the  monkey  kind.  Guanas,  chamseleons,  ferpents,  tarantulas,  and  a  kind  ' — 
of  bats,  called  flying  foxes,  are  found  here :  their  wings  from  the  tip  of 
ond,  to  the  extremity  of  the  other,  are  five  or  fix  feet,-  and  they  are  a  foot 
and  half  in  breadth. 

But  the  mofl:  extraordinary  thing  on  the  whole  ifland;  is  the  innumerable- 
quantity  of  locuits  it  abounds  with.  Thefe  rife  from  the  low  lands  in  thick 
clouds,  which  are  fometimes  extended  to  an  incredible  length  and  dif- 
tance.  The  natives  eat  thefe  infecds,  and  even  prefer  them  to  their  finefl; 
fiih.  Their  method  of  dreifing  them,  is,,  to  ftrip  off  their  legs  and  wino-s,. 
and  fry  them  in  oil 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  a  mixture  of  the  Mahometan  and^ 

Fagan  religion  is  profefled  in  this  ifland  ;  but  tho’  this  may  be  true,  yet 
during  our  Itay  here,  we  favv  no  figns  of  the  firft :  the  word  mahomets  indeed^ 
is  frequently  uied  by  the  natives,  under  which  general  term,  they  include  all 
kinds  of  medicine,  every  fort  of  charm  or  amulet,  and  alfo  a  facrifice  and 
prayer:  hence  it  feems  as  if  fome  account  of  the  religion  of  Mahomet  had 
reached  the  ifland  in  pafl;  ages,  from  the  neighbouring  continent ;  and  alfo 
that  it  had  been  favourably  received  by  the  natives,  though  the  prefent  gene¬ 
ration  appeared  to  be  entirely  unacquainted  with  its  principles  and  rites. 

I  took  lome  pains  to  acquaint  myfelf  with  their  religious  tenets  •,  and  they 
appear  to  worfhip  one  univerfal  Father,  whom,  when  they  fpeak  in  Englijhy 
they  call  God,  and  in  whom,  they  conceive  to  refide  all  kind  of  perfection. 

The  fun  they  look  upon  as  a  glorious  body,  and  I  believe,  as  a  fpiritual 
Being,  but  created  and  dependent.  They  frequently  look  up  to  it  with 
wonder,  if  not  with  praife  and  adoration.  They  make  their  fupplications  to 
the  One  Almighty^  and  offer  facrifices  to  him  in  their  diftreffes. 

I  had  the  curiofity  to  attend  a  facrifice  at  the  hut  of  John  Anderfon,  whofe- 
father  had  for  a  long  time  been  afflifted  with  ficknefs.  At  about  fun-let, 
an  ox  was  brought  into  the  yard,  and  the  fon,  who  officiated  as  prieft, 
flew  it;  an  altar  was  reared  nigh,  and  the  poft  of  it  was  fprinkled  with- 
the  blood  of  the  vidim.  The  head,-  after  it’s  being  fevered  from  the  body,* 

•  This  cuftom  of  eating  locufts  among  the  Madagafcarians ^  will  determine  that  queftion 
about  which  learned-men  have  fo  long  difputed,  what  ^oodijohn  the  Baptijl  did  eat  when  he 
lived  in  the  defert  ?  Whether  the  of  this  holy  man  were  loculls,  according  to  the 

literal  fenfe  of  the  word  in  all  Grecian  authors,  or  whether  thefe  ' Av.p^S‘^i  were  the  fruit  of  fome' 
tree,  or  a  fpecies  of  birds  ?  The  firft,  has  been  the  opinion  of  all  interpreters  of  the  feriptures, 
who  attended  merely  to  the  contents  ;  others,  who  were  for  fhewing  their  critical  and  refined 
genius,  have  afierted,  that  John  Baptijl  never  did  eat  locufts,  for  they  are  an  unnatural  food, 
never  were  ufed  by  any,  and  not  adapted  for  fuftenance.  But  if  locufts  are  at  this  day  eaten  by 
the  natives  of  Madagafcar,  as  they  truly  are,  and  alfo  by  many  befides,  why  may  not  the  Baptijl ' 
have  lived  on  the  fame  infeft,  according  to  the  gofpel  hiftory  ?  and  which  needs  no  alteration.  - 
'AnpiJ'Si  wil4  always  remain  what  they  have  been,  and  the  greateft  Ikill  and  labour  will  never 
change  them  to  birds  or  fruit.  See  HaJfel^uiJV%  Travels. 
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1754.  was  placed,  with  the  horns  on,  at  the  foot  of  the  altar:  the  cawl  was 

- <  burned  in  the  fire,  and  moft  of  the  pluck  and  entrails  boiled  in  a  por.  The 

fick  man,  who  was  brought  to  the  door,  and  placed  on  the  ground  fo  as 
to  face  the  facrifice,  prayed  often,  and  feemingly  with  great  fervency  :  his 
eyes  were  fixed  attentively  towards  the  heavens,  and  his  hands,  held  up  \r\ 
a  fupplicating  pofture.  The  ceremony  ended  with  the  fon’s  cutting  up  the 
ox  into  fmall  pieces,  the  greatefi:  part  of  which  he  diftributed  among  the  poor 
fiaves  belonging  to  his  father  and  himfeif,  referving  however  fome  of  the  bed 
pieces  for  his  own  ufe.  Upon  the  whole,  I  faw  fo  many  circumdances  in  this 
Madagafcarian  facrifice,  fo  exaftly  refembling  thofe  which  are  mentioned  in 
the  Old  Tedament  as  offered  up  by  the  Jews^  that  I  could  not  turn  my 
thoughts  back  to  the  original,  without  being  fenfibly  druck  at  the  exadlnefs 
of  the  copy. 

It  happened  fortunately  for  me,  who  condantly  refided  at  the  fick  tents 
afhore,  that  at  the  requed  of  feveral  officers  of  our  fquadron,  who  promifed 
to  accompany  me,  and  intended  themfelves  much  innocent  pleafantry  in  fing- 
ing  the  grand  chorus  anthem  of  God  fave  the  king^  long  live  the  king,  on  the 
occafion,  I  had  delayed  giving  his  majedy  of  Baba  the  medicines  I  had  pro¬ 
mifed  him  ;  for  the  very  night  following  that,  in  which  I  was  to  have  de¬ 
livered  them,  he  died  fuddenly.  Now,  tho’  his  death,  by  all  the  account.s 
we  could  pick  up,  was  certainly  occafioned  by  a  violent  fit  of  the  gout  in  his 
head,  and  which  probably  was  brought  on  by  the  too  free  ufe,  and  inebriat¬ 
ing,  inflammatory  quality  of  the  brandy,  which  he  had  been  prefented  with; 
yet  there  is  no  room  to  doubt,  but  that  his  loyal  and  refentful  fubjefts  would 
have  imputed  his  demife  to  another  caufe,  and  revenged  themfelves  on  me 
as  the  poifoner  of  their  king,  had  he  chanced  to  have  taken  the  finalled 
quantity  of  my  medicines. 

The  chiefs  feemed  deeply  concerned  at  this  fudden  and  unexpedled  event, 
and  were  very  defirous  that  the  king’s  death  Ihould  be  kept  a  profound 
fecret:  But  finding  this  impoffible,  about  ii  o’clock  of  the  fame  evening  in 
which  he  died,  they  repaired  to  the  Mud  Town,  carrying  with  them  the  corpfe 
of  their  late  monarch,  and  were  accompanied  by  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
royal  family.  But  before  their  departure,  they  took  care  to  fet  fire  to  every 
one  of  their  tents.  All  the  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  foon  followed 
the  example  of  the  court  in  repairing  to  the  Mud  Town,  and  left  not  the  lead: 
thing  behind  them,  fave  the  dogs  of  the  village,  which  made  fuch  a  hideous 
howling  all  the  night,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  of  us  to  get  a  wink  of 
deep  :  but  we  had  another  reafon  to  prevent  our  taking  any  repofe,  and  that  was, 
our  having  obferved  the  moft  evident  marks  of  great  diforder  amongft  the 
natives,  which  we  thought  obliged  us,  for  our  own  fafety,  to  keep  a  watchful 
guard  the  whole  night,  Frederick  Martin,  before  he  went  off,  came  to 
take  his  leave  of  us,  and  begged  with  great  earneftnefs  for  a  frelh  fupply  of 
gun-powder :  he  whifpered  that  the  king  was  dead,  and  that  in  all  proba¬ 
bility  they  Ihould  go  to  war  about  making  another.  We  had  been  before 
I  told. 
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told  that  the  Duke  of  Baha  would  certainly  fucceed  to  the  throne  ;  but  we 
afterwards  learned,  t\\2LX.Philihey  the  general,  having  efpoufed  the  caufe  ofi?<*- 
phani  the  late  king’s  Ton,  and  taken  him  under  his  tutelage  and  protedion ; 
this  youth,  who  was  only  fixteen  years  of  age,  fucceeded  his  father  as  King 
of  Baba. 

It  was  a  lucky  circumftance  for  us,  that  our  agent-vi(51:ualler  had,  before 
this  event  of  the  king’s  death,  amply  furnilhed  all  the  ftiips  of  the  fquadron 
with  frelh  provifions  •,  for  as  after  that  event  all  kind  of  bufinefs  was  at  a 
ftand,  we  confequently  fhould  elfe  have  been  under  a  neceflity  of  going  to 
Johanna  or  fome  other  port  to  have  taken  in  the  remainder  of  our  fupplies. 

It  may  be  of  ufe  to  future  navigators  to  be  informed,  that  no  good 
water  is  to  be  had  at  St.  Augujline^  unlefs  they  fend  their  boat  four  or  five 
miles  up  the  river  j  and  inftead  of  filling  their  calks  at  low  water  (as  is  the 
cafe  in  mofl:  other  rivers)  they  mud  begin  to  fill  here  at  about  a  quarter’s 
flood.  The  reafon  affigned  for  it,  is,  that  the  river  has  a  communication 
with  the  fea  at  other  places,  as  well  as  with  this  channel  of  St.  Augujiine's  Bay\ 
and  by  experience  it  has  been  found,  that  the  fea  water  brought  into  the 
river  by  the  flood  tide,  is  not  difeharged  till  a  quarter’s  flood  of  the  next  tide 
in  St.  Aiigttjiinis  Bay  *,  and  for  three  miles  at  lead  up  the  river,  the  water  is 
always  very  brack ifh,  if  not  quite  fait. 

I  cannot  finidi  my  obfervations  on  this  ifland,  without  hinting,  that  fuch 
quantities  of  limes  and  oranges  grow  here,  the  larged  calks  may  be  eafily 
filled  with  their  juices,  and  that  at  a  very  fmall  expence,  as  they  may  be 
purchafed  with  iron-pots,  mulkets,  powder,  ball,  flints,  &c.  &c.  It  is  fuf- 
ficiently  evident,  that  a  fmall  quantity  of  thefe  juices  mixed  daily  with  the 
feamen’s  common  drink,  would  in  great  meafure  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  fcLirvy  *,  adileafe  fo  frequently  attending  all  long  voyages,  and  which  by 
fad  experience  has  been  known  to  have  deprived  the  nation  of  many  more 
valuable  men,  than  hath  all  the  power  of  the  enemy.  It  is,  therefore,  an 
objedt  highly  worthy  the  attention  of  government,  that  every  Ihip  of  war, 
which  fnall  happen  to  touch  at  this  ifland,  be  provided  with  the  juices  of  the 
lime  and  orange  at  the  public  expence;  with  the  addition  of  fuch  a  quantity 
of  rum,  or  other  fpirits,  as  fhall  be  necelTary  to  preferve  the  juice  from  cor¬ 
ruption.  During  our  day  here,  I  procured  and  preferved  about  half  a  hogf- 
head  full,  which  proved,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter,  of  eflfential  fervice  to  the 
Kent\  crew  againft  the  feurvy,  both  before  and  after  the  fquadron  got  into 
the  Ganges. 

As  the  accounts  hitherto  given  of  this  part  of  Madagafcar.,  its  produdlions, 
&c.  by  all  former  writers,  have  been  very  fuperficial  and  imperfedl,  I 
prefume  the  fupplying  this  deficiency,  will  at  lead  merit  the  indulgence  of  the 
reader. 
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C  H  A  P.  If. 

Admiral  Watfon  leaves  Madagafcar,  a7id  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David.-— 
'A^i  account  of  that  Jet tlenrenti  of  the  Cbameskonj  anhnated  Stalky  &c, 
— Dejcription  of  the  inhabita?itSy  their  perfonsy  habits  and  coins. — 
Lift  oj  the  different  into  which  the  Indians  divide  themfeiveSy 

with  a  fort  account  of  their  particular  cufotnsy  &c. 

ON  the  feventh  of  Augufty  having  compleated  our  flock  of  water,  and 
taken  in  as  many  live  cattle  as  we  could  flow,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  limes  and  four  oranges,  we  left  the  iQand  of  Madagafcar fleering  the 
proper  courfe  for  our  Eaji  India  fettlements.  September  the  5th,  we  faw 
fryars  Ucod  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon and  on  the  loth  of  the  fame  month  we 
anchored  in  Fort  St.  Davidls  road.  The  13th,  Admiral  Watfon  on  the  part 
of  his  majefly,  entered  into  a  written  contradl  with  me,  for  the  eflablifhing 
an  hofpital  in  the  feveral  fettlements  of  India,  into  which  I  was  to  receive  the 
Tick  and  hurt  of  the  fquadron,  and  provide  them  with  medicinal  and  furgical 
alTiflance,  and  alfo  with  provifions,  nurfes,  &c.  &c. 

On  the  appearance  of  our  fquadron,  with  the  king’s  regiment,  Monf. 
GodeheUy  who  had  juft  landed  at  Pondicherry  from  France,  and  fuperfeded 
Monf.  Dupleix  in  his  authority,  moderated  the  high  terms  he  had  before  in- 
fifted  on  with  our  countrymen,  and  quickly  agreed  with  Mr.  Saunders,  (the 
-company’s  governor  at  Fort  St. George)  that  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  between  the 
companies,  and  their  rerpedive  allies,  fhould  take  place,  commencing  on  the 
I  ith  of  OHober,  and  to  continue  until  the  1 1  th  of  January  following :  fo  that, 
TO  our  great  furprize,  inftead  of  being  employed  on  the  objeds  of  war,  we 
had  nothing  to  do  but  look  about  us-,  and  partake  of  that  variety  of  amufe- 
ments,  which  ftrangers  muft  ever  find  in  a  country  fodiftant,  and  fo  differ¬ 
ent  from  their  own.. 

Fort  St.  David  is  a  fmall,  but  ftrong  and  regular  fortification,  built  on  a 
rifing  ground,  about  a  mile  from  the  Black-Town,  which  is  called  Cud- 
dalore.  This  laft  has  a  wall  running  round  it,  with  the  addition  of  a  few 
baftions,  but  is  too  large  even  for  all  the  Englilh  troops  on  the  eoaft  properly 
to  defend.  In  it,  refide  the  greateft  part  of  the  native  Indian  inhabitants  of 
Fort  St.  David's  boundaries.  Both  the  town,  and  the  fort,  are  fituated  near 
the  fea  fide  ;  Cuddakre  lying  almoft  due  fouth  from  the  fort.  The  extent  of 
this  fettlement’s  boundaries,  are,  towards  the  land,  about  four  miles,  and 
three  ajong  the  fea  fide:  the  former  are.pointed  out  by  a  thick  hedge  of  the 
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aloe  plant,  and  cocoa-nnt  tree,  having  baftionsof  fix  or  eight  guns,  at  about  1754. 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  each  other.  In  one  of  thefe  little  forts,  deputy  «■ 

Governor  Starke  had  fitted  up  a  pleafant  apartment,  and  to  which  he  fre¬ 
quently  retired  from  Fort  St.  Davids-' 

The  country  within  the  boundaries  is  very  pleafant,  and  the  air  fine,  hav¬ 
ing  feldom  any  fogs.  In  the  difi:ri<fb  are  many  neat  houfes  with  gardens  j  the 
latter  were  laid  out  with  much  good  tafte  by  the  gentlemen,  who  either  had 
been,  or  were  in  the  company’s  fervice.  Thefe  gardens  produce  fruits  of 
different  forts,  fuch  as  pine-apples,  oranges,  limes,  pomegranates,  plan- 
taines,  bananoes,  mangoes,  guavas,  (red  and  white,)  bedams  (a  fort  of  al¬ 
mond)  pimple-nofes,  called  in  the  JVeJi  Indies^  chadocks,  a  very  fine  large 
fruit  of  the  citron-kind,  but  of  four  or  five  times  it’s  fize,  and  many 
others.  At  the  end  of  each  gentleman’s  garden,  there  is  generally  a  fiiady 
grove  of  cocoa-nut  trees.  Thefe  gardens  yield  alfo  many  of  the  European 
kitchen  plants,  the  feeds  of  which  are  either  England.,  or  from  the-' 

Cape  of  Good  Hope\  as  celery,  lettuce,  onions,  parfley,  mint,  artichokes, 
and  fpinage.  They  have  alfo  a  common  plant  of  the  country,  not  unlike 
fpinage,  which  grows  without  any  culture,  and  by  our  feamen  is  called  Cul- 
laloe.  Radifhes  are  to  be  had  in  great  plenty;  they  are  large,  and  of 
a  white  colour ;  when  boiled,  their  relifh  is  better  than  an  indifferent  turnip. 
Colliflowers  and  cabbages  alfo  grow  here,  but  not  in  any  plenty.  Grapes 
are  very  fcarce ;  indeed  they  never  flourifh  in  any  of  thofe  hot  countries  that 
lie  within  25,  or  even  30  degrees  of  the  equinodial.  Probably  we  had  never 
known  that  they  grew  in  Egypty  but  for  the  following  lines  in  Virgil  and 
Horace. 

“  Sunt  Fhafne  vitesy  funt  et  Mareotides  Georg,  lib.  ii. 

“  Mentemque  lymph  at  am  Mareotico 
“  Redegit  in  veros  timores 
«  Ca-JarF  Lib.  i.  ode  37. 

I  met  with  two  very  curious  animals  here  at  Fort  St.  David.  ^  The  firft 
was  a  Chamneleony  which  is  faid  to  live  upon  air ;  probably  this  notion  took  its 
rife,  from  their  remarkable  fwelling  and  contrafting  their  bodies  in  the  office  of 
refpiration.  The  Chameleon  which  I  had  in  my  poffeffion,  was  a  very  fine  , 

one,  and  along  the  back  ran  a  rough  ridge  like  fo  many  beads,  fhining  very 
bright.  I  frequently  put  it  upon  white  paper,  but  could  never  obferve  that  ' 
it  altered  to  that  colour.  I  fometimes  kept  my  eyes  ftedfaftly  fixed  upon 
it  for  half  an  hour,  but  never  perceived  the  leafl  alteration  in  colour, 
unlefs  I  waved  my  hand  over  its  back,  or  offered  to  touch  it.  The  creature 
always  appeared  mofl:  beautiful  when  frightened.  Whenever  I^  peeped 
into  the  bafket  where  it  was  kept,  it  was  of  one  colour,  a  faint,  yel- 
lowifh  green,  with  a  mixture  of  meal,  as  if  a  little  flour  had  been  thrown 
over  it;  after  I  had  flood  half  a  minute,  a  few  dufky  fpots  on  the 
fides,  and  ftripes  acrofs  the  back,  would  be  fure  to  appear :  when  touched, 
it  would  hifs,  which  dilated  the  body  to  a  prodigious  fize ;  the  mealinefs 

D  2 


[  20  ] 

*754*  went  off,  and  the  whole  body  appeared  of  a  btfght  yelbwi  alfo  the 

— ftripes  on  its  back,  and  the  fpots  on  the  Tides  and  belly,  turned  quite  black  * 
fo  that  if  you  looked  upon  it  one  way,  on  the  back,  it  had  the  appearance  of 
a  perch  or  a  pilot-fifh :  if  you  took  a  fide  view,  the  fpots  refembled  thofe  of 
a  cowry-lhell  *.  The  focket  of  the  eye  was  remarkably  large,  in  which  it 
turned  and  rolled  about  the  ball  with  great  quicknefs,  but  the  creature  had 
the  fmalleft  fight  or  pupil  1  ever  beheld  -,  on  its  head  was  a  kind  of  crown,  not 
unlike  that  of  an  old  hen  ox  galena  bird;  the  mouth  was  ugly  and  remarkably 
large.  The  Chameleon  had  a  furprizing  pouch  (gulafaccata)  under  its  throat; 
I  put  feveral  flies  and  gralboppers  into  the  balket,  but  it  refufed  to  eat,  till 

1  forced  them  into  its  mouth,  and  then  it  chewed  and  fwallowed  very  regu¬ 
larly.  It  is  an  oviparous  creature,  feldom  leaving  off  till  it  has  laid  forty  or 
fifty  eggs ;  and  in  this  refpedt  as  well  as  in  the  flmilarity  of  its  fhape,  it 
fefembles  the  Crocodile. 

The  other  remarkable  animal  which  I  met  with  at  Cuddalore^  was  the  ans- 
mated  Stalky  of  which  there  are  different  kinds.  Some  appear  like  dry 
ftraws  tied  together ;  others  like  grafs.  Some  have  bodies  much  thicker 
than  others,  with  the  addition  of  two  fealy  imperfedl  wings;  their  neck  is  no 
digger  than  a  pin,  but  twice  as  long  as  their  bodies.  Their  heads  are  like 
jin  hare’s,  and  their  eyes  are  vertical  and  very  brifk.  They  live  upon  flies, 
which  they  catch  very  dexteroufly  with  the  two  fore  feet,  which  they  keep 
doubled  up  in  three  parts  clofe  to  their  head,  and  dart  out  very  quick  on  the 
approach  of  their  prey  ;  and  when  they  have  caught  it,  they  eat  very  voraci* 
oufly,  holding  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  fquirrel  does  its  food.  On  the 
outer  joints  of  the  fore  feet  are  feveral  hooks,  very  fharp  for  the  eafier  catch¬ 
ing  and  holding  their  prey,  with  the  other  feet,  which  are  four  in  number, 
they  take  hold  of  trees  or  any  other  thing,  the  better  to  furprize  whatever  they 
lie  in  wait  for.  They  drink  like  a  horfe,  putting  their  mouths  into  the  water. 
Their  excrements,  which  are  very  white,  are  almoft  as  large  as  the  body  of  the 
animal,  and  (as  the  natives  fay)  dangerous  to  the  eyes. 

The  fparrows  on  this  coaft,  and  over  all  Ind/a,  are  exadly  the  fame  as  thofe 
we  have  m  England.  Here  are  many  birds  like  yellow-hammers,  which  build 
their  nefts  very  artfully,  hanging  them  on  the  extremity  of  the  leaves  of  trees. 
Their  nefts  have  a  hole  at  the  bottom,  and  another  near  the  top ;  which  de- 
monftrates  the  fagacity  of  thefe  little  animals,  in  thus  fecuring  to  themfelves 
a  fafe  retreat  from  the  attack  of  an  enemy.  The  neft  appears  like  a  cabbage- 
»et  fluffed  with  ftraw,  and  is  faftened  to  the  end  of  the  leaf-f*. 

In 

•  A  fmall  fhell  which  pafles  in  India  for  money  ;  from  4000  to  4800  go  to  a  rupee.. 

f  On  the  ifland  of  Madaga/carl  faw  feveral  exceeding  fmall  birds  called  the  Taylor  bird, and 

2  took  from  the  extreme  point  of  Tome  Icaves/three  of  their  curious  little  nefts,  one  of  which  con¬ 
tained  three  eggs  of  the  fize  of  the  fmalleft  pea.  We  have  the  following  account  of  this  bird 
u  Pennant'}  Indian  Zoology.'-  "-'**  The  birds  of  the  torrid  zone,  having  a  certain  prefcience  of 

the 
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In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  agreeable  retreats  before  mentioned,  arc  many  1 754. 
pleafant  rows  of  the  ever-green  tulip  tree,  which  are  planted  through  great 
part  of  the  boundaries,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  elms  in  Sl  James's  Fark^ 

At  fomc  little  diftance  from  one  of  thefe  walks,  is  a  building,  belonging  to 
the  company,  and  defigned  for  the  governor,  called  “  the  garden-houfe.** 

It  is  roomy,  handfome  and  well  built ;  and  has  a  very  good  and  large  garden 
belonging  to  it,  with  long  and  pleafant  avenues  of  trees  in  the  back  and 
front. 

At  the  time  we  were  at  Fort  Si,  Davids  the  governor,  and  a  few  other 
gentlemen  of  the  fettlement,  kept  a  chaife  and  a  pair  of  horfes ;  fome  drove  a 
two  wheel  chaife  with  a  fingle  horfe,  and  others  were  content  to  take  the  air  on 
horfeback.  Since  that  time  however,  the  number  of  carriages  is  greatly  in- 
creafed.  Almoft  all  the  Europeans  refident  in  India  keep  their  Palanquin^ 
which  is  a  covered  machine  with  cufhions  in  it,  arched  in  the  middle,  to 
give  more  room,  and  air,  and  is  carried  on  the  fhoulders  of  four  or  fix  men  ; 
the  expence  attending  it,  is  not  lefs  than  thirty  pounds  fterfing  a  year.  This 
piece  of  Eaftern  luxury  therefore  has  been  forbidden  by  the  company  to  their 
youngeft  fervants.  Some  years  before  our  arrival  in  the  country,  they 
found  fuch  fumptuary  laws  fo  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  they  gave  the  ftrid* 
eft  orders,  that  none  of  thefe  young  gentlemen  fhould  be  allowed  even  to  hire 
a  Roundel-boy ;  whofe  bufinefs,  is,  to  walk  by  his  mafter,  and  defend  him 
with  his  Roundel  ox  Umbrella  ixom  the  heat  of  the  fun.  A  young  fellow  of 
humour,  upon  this  laft  order  coming  over,  altered  the  form  of  his  Umbrella 
from  a  round  to  a  fquare,  called  it  a  Squaredel  inftead  of  a  Roundel,  and  infifted 
that  no  order  yet  in  force,  forbad  him  the  ufe  of  it.  Thefe  orders,  no  doubt, 
were  given  with  a  view  of  preferving  oeconomy  among  the  young  people  ; 
whofe  circumftances  were  fuppofed  not  able  to  fupport  fuch  expences ;  and 
whofe  extravagancies  in  this  and  many  other  particulars  had  occafioned  their 
contrafting  fuch  debts  with  the  natives,  as  they  were  not  able  to  difeharge.  So 
far  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  company  adted  very  laudably  j  but  at  the  fame 

the  dangers  thatfurround  them,  and  of  their  own  weaknefs,  fufpend  their  nefts  at  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  trees  ;  they  are  confeious  of  inhabiting  a  climate  replete  with  enemies  to  them 
and  their  young  ;  as,  with  fnakes  that  twine  up  the  bodies  of  the  trees,  and  apes  that  are  perpetu^ 
ally  in  fearch  of  prey;  but,  Heaven- inflruaed,  they  elude  the  gliding  of  the  one,  and  the 
aftivity  of  the  other. 

The  brute  creation  are  more  at  enmity  here  than  in  other  climates,  and  the  birds  are  obliged 
to  exert  unufiial  artifice  in  placing  their  little  brood  out  of  the  reach  of  the  invader.  Each 
aims  at  the  fame  end,  tho’  by  different  means  ;  fome  form  their  penfile  neft  in  lhape  of  a  purfe, 
deep,  and  open  at  top ;  others  with  a  hole  in  the  fide,  and  others,  ftill  more  cautious,  with  an 
entrance  at  the  very  bottom,  forming  their  lodge  near  thefummit. 

But  the  little  fpecics  we  deferibe  (the  Taylor  Wrd)  feems  to  have  greater  diffidence  than  any  of 
the  others:  it  will  not  truft  its  neft  even  to  the  extremity  of  a  {lender  twig,  but  one  more  ad¬ 
vance  to  fafety,  by  fixing  it  to  the  leaf  itfelf.  It  picks  up  a  dead  leaf,  and,  furprizing  to  relate, 
fews  it  to  the  fide  of  a  living  one;  its  {lender  bill  being  the  needle,  and  its  thread  fome  fine 
£bres ;  the  lining,  feathers,  goflamer,  and  down.” 
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time,  as  the  Forty  Cuddalorey  and  fcveral  other  Mack  townSy  in  which  the 
company’s  bufinefs  is  tranfafted,  ftand  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other; 
and  it  is  almoft  impofiible  for  a  gentleman  jvift  arrived  from  Englandy  to  walk, 
from  one  to  the  ocher  of  thefe  places  ih  the  hot  months,  without  getting  an 
inflammatory  fever-,  were  it  only  from  motives  of  humanity,  it  is  to  be 
wifhed,  that  this  moll  refpe6lable  body  of  merchants  would,  at  their  own. 
cxpence,  allow  all  their  fervants  not  only  the  ufe  of  UmbrellaSy  but  alfo 
of  Palanquins  y  fince  it  mull  always  bO  judged  a  duty  incumbent  on  the 
conftituents  to  take  as  much  care  as  polTible  of  the  lives  of  their  dependants 
in  any  of  our  diftant  fettlements,  but  more  efpecially  in  this  unhealthy  part  of 
the  world. 

The  prefidency  of  all  our  fettlements  on  the  coafl:  of  Coromandely  was  feated 
at  Madrafsy  until  the  taking  of  that  place  by  French  in  the  year  1746. 
From  that  time,  it  was  eftablifhed  at  Fort  St.  Davidy  and  continued  there 
till  about  the  year  1752,  when  it  was  removed  back  to  Madrafs-y  at  the 
fame  time,  however,  orders  were  ilTued  by  the  Eajl  India  Company,  that  a 
fubordinate  council  fiiould  be  ftill  held  at  Fort  St.  Davidy  under  a  deputy 
governor,  who  in  rank  was  to  be  the  next  fenior  fervant  to  the  governor  of 
Fort  St.  George.  The  fecond  of  this  council  was  ordered  to  be  of  the  rank  of 
a  councillor  at  the  prefidency ;  the  remainder  of  the  aflTembly  was  to  be  made 
up  of  gentlemen,  whofe  ftanding  in  the  fervice  was  that  of  fenior  or  junior 
merchants.  At  our  arrival  in  Indiuy  Richard  Starke  Efq-,  was  deputy  gover¬ 
nor-,  Fhomas  Cooke  Efq-,  was  fecond-,  MeflT.  Robert  Slopery  Richard  Fairfieldy 
and  Richard  Norris y  were  of  the  council  j  and  Mr.  C^//a(fl;ed  as  engineer 

The  coins  we  meet  with  at  Fort  St.  Davidy  are, 

1.  s. 

PagodaSy  a  gold  coin,  equal  to  —  08 

RupeeSy  a  filver  coin,  equal  to  —  02 

FanamSy  a  filver  coin,  equal  to  —  00 

Cajhy  a  copper  coin,  equal  to  —  00 

A  36  (hilling piece  changes  for  18  Rupees. 

An  crown  piece  -  ior  26 Fanams. 

A  Spamjh  dollar  -  -  •-  for  2  5  Fanams, 

All  the  above  coins  differ  fomewhat  in  their  value,  at  different  times. 

The  natives  on  this  coaft  are  black,  but  of  different  (hades.  Both  men 
and  women  have  long  (liming  black  hair,  which  has  not  the  lead  tendency  to 
wool,  like  that  of  the  Guinea  negroes.  You  cannot  indeed  affront  them  more, 

*  In  June  1758  Fort  St.  Da^id  was  taken  and  demolifiied  by  the  French;  fince  that  time  it 
has  never  been  tebuilt.  Mr.  Call  firll  went  into  India  as  pupil  to  the  late  very  ingenious 
Mr.  Benjamin  Robins y  and  did  great  honour  to  his  preceptor,  as  well  as  fervice  to  his  country, 
in  his  Ikilful  defence  as  engineer  of  Fort  St.  George,  when  it  was  befieged  by  the  French  in  the 
years  1758  and  1759,  under  the  command^ of  Monf. 
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than  to  call  them  by  the  name  of  negroe^  as  they  conceive  It  Implies  an  idea  i754‘ 
of  flavery.  The  habit  of  the  common  men  is  only  a  piece  of  rag  round  their  * 

hips.  The  women  in  general  wear  a  fafli  of  different  colours,  about  four  yards 
long,  and  fomewhat  more  than  a  yard  wide.  They  turn  it  round  their  waift 
lengthv/ays,  letting  the  breadth  hang  down,  which  forms  a  kind  of  petticoat  j 
then  they  bring  the  remaining  part  over  their  left  fnoulder  acrofs  the  body, 
and  finifh  where  they  began  :  this  forms  a  tolerably  decent  drefs,  as  the  part 
that  comes  over  the  flioulders,  quite  covers  the  breafts.  The  children  never 
wear  any  cloaths,  till  they  are  five  or  fix  years  of  age.  Their  method  of 
carrying  them,  is  not,  like  our’s,  in  the  arms,  but  acrofs  their  hips.  None 
of  them  know  the  ufe  of  a  pair  of  ftays,  and  very  few  of  them  are  any  way  de¬ 
formed.  The  men  in  general  are  tall  and  well-fhaped,  and  yet  very  timor¬ 
ous  and  pufillanimous.  They  are  ill  calculated  for  war,  and  except  when 
they  are  led  on  by  the  EngUjh  or  other  Europeans,  feldom  make  any  great 
figure  in  the  field.  Their  beft  troops  are  the  Rajpout  foldiers,  who  are 
greatly  inured  to  watching,  fading,  and  hardfhips :  upon  a  march,  and  at  all 
other  times,  their  bed  is  no  more  than  the  fwath  that  goes  round  their  middle, 
fpread  on  the  bare  ground  j  and  their  cartridge  box  ferves  them  for  a  pillow 
to  lay  their  heads  on  ♦,  and  yet  with  all  their  military  difeipline,  they  never 
make  any  ftand,  when  oppofed  to  the  regular  forces  brought  from  Europe. 

The  Gentoo  or  Ragan  religion  principally  prevails  among  the  Indians,  of 
whom  they  reckon  up  a  great  number  of  what  they  call  cajls,  or  tribes, 
which  all  preferve  their  particular  cuftoms,  and  never  interfere  with 
each  other.  I  fhall  here  fet  down  a  lift  of  the  feveral  cafts,  into  which 
the  people  over  India  divide  themfelves,  with  a  brief  account  of  their  parti¬ 
cular  cuftoms. 

The  moft  honourable  of  the  cafts,  is  that  of  the  Brahmins.  Thefeare  gene¬ 
rally  priefts,  and  by  their  office  have  great  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  They  lead  very  abftemious  lives*,  and  as  they  admit  xht Metempfychofis, 
and  believe  that  the  fouls  of  men  tranfmigrate  into  the  bodies  of  beads,  they  reli- 
gioufly  abftain  from  the  flefh  of  all  animals.  They  abhor  alfo  the  propitiatory 
facrifice  of  brutes,  and  yet  fome  of  them  admit  of  another  facrifice  infinitely 
more  cruel  and  inexcufable,  I  mean  offering  up  the  wife  to  the  manes  of  her 
deadhufband  *.  The  admiral  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  our  fquadron, 
were  prefent  at  one  of  thefe  facrifices,  and  were  all  greatly  affefted  at  the 
fight.  Mr.  (Vatfon  difeovering,  as  he  imagined,  fome  figns  of  reluftance  in 
the  woman,  while  fhe  was  advancing  towards  the  funeral  pile;  ordered  his 
interpreter  to  go  and  afk  her,  whether  fhe  voluntarily  devoted  herfelf  to 
the  flames.^  A  fill  ring  her,  that  if  die  was  compelled  to  do  it,  he  would  inter- 

*  Mulieres  in  India,  ciim  eft  cujufque  earom  Vir  mortuus,  in  certaraen  judiciumque  veni- 
tint,  quam  plurimum  ille  dilexerit :  plures  enim  fingulis  folent  efle  nuptae.  Quae  eft  vidlrix  ea 
lau,  profeqaentibus  fuis,  una  cum  Viro  in  rogum  imponitor :  ilia  vi£la,  masfta  difeedit. 

Cic.  Tufe.  Queft,  lib^  5..  n.  78, 
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pofe,  and  fave  her.  He  defired,  that  flie  would  unrefervedly  fpeak  the  real 
’’  fentiments  of  her  heart*,  that  if  fhe  chofe  to  live,  flie  had  only  to  fay  foj  that 
he  would  take  care  to  fecure  her  from  the  refentment  of  the  Brahmins  on  one 
hand,  and  from  the  reproaches  of  her  relations  on  the  other  j  and  fettle  fo 
ample  a  provifion  upon  her,  that  for  the  future  fhe  fhould  be  enabled  to  live 
quite  independent  of  her  family,  and  enjoy  every  comfort  of  life.  The 
poor  woman  was  by  no  means  infenfible  of  Mr.  JVatfon^?>  kindnefsi 
fhe  defired  the  interpreter  to  return  him  her  moft  grateful  thanks;  but 
withal  to  aflure  him,  that  Ihe  was  about  to  die,  both  voluntarily  and  chear- 
fully.  She  foon  afterwards  placed  herfelf  at  full  length  on  a  platform,  which 
had  been  ereded  for  the  purpofe;  folded  her  arms  round  the  neck  and 
bread:  of  the  corpfe,  with  the  greatefl  tranquility  and  compofure  continued 
the  embrace,  until  both  their  bodies  were  covered  with  the  firewood  heaped 
upon  them :  then  their  neareft  relation  put  fire  to  the  pile,  which  was  no 
fooner  lighted,  than  the  Brahmins,  feconded  by  the  multitude,  made  a  loud 
noife,  and  continued  it  as  long  as  they  fuppofed  any  life  could  remain  in  the 
vidim.  This  was  done,  probably,  to  prevent  the  woman’s  fhrieks  from 
being  heard.  The  admiral  and  the  company  left  the  place  with  an  exceeding 
dejedion  of  fpirits ;  while  the  natives,  (more  efpecially  the  Brahmins)  rejoiced 
and  triumphed  in  this  diabolical  rite  *.  The  Brahmins  in  many  points  retain 
the  tenets  of  the  ancient  Brachmans,  who  lived  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
of  whom  fo  many  incredible  particulars  are  related  by  the  Greek  and  Roman 
hiftoriarre.  Dodor  Hyde,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  religion  of  the  antientP^^^;zr, 
obferves  that  this  people-  implicitly  believed  their  religion  was  the 
fame  as  Ahraham's,  and  that  they  had  received  it  from  him,  and  by  way  of 
boafting,  they  called  it,  Religio  Ahrahami.  He  allb  gives  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  ancient  Brachmans  and  modern  Brahmins,  derived  their  names  from 
Abraham,  or  rather  Brdhdm,  which  is  the  common  way  of  pronouncing  that 
word  amongft  the  Perftans. 

The  next  in  rank  arc  the  Rajahs,  the  title  of  the  ancient  kings  or 
fovereigns  of  the  country  ;  fome  of  thefe  Rajahs  by  fhutting  themfelves  up 
in  the  mountains,  ftill  remain  independent  of  the  Mogul  government.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  former  reigns  of  the  Rajahs,  it  is  faid,  India  was  in  a  ftate  of  perfed 
innocence. 


*  Mr.  Rollin,  in  the  7th  volume  of  his  ancient  hiftory,  makes  the  following  reflexions  on  a 
facrifice  of  this  kind  : 

“  The  aXion  of  this  woman,  was  undoubtedly  a  real  murder,  and  might  juftly  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  violation  of  the  moft  exprefs  la*w  of  nature,  which  prohibits  all  attempts  on  a  perfon’s 
own  life  ;  and  commands  us  not  to  difpofe  of  it  in  compliance  with  the  diXates  of  caprice,  or. 
forget  that  it  is  only  a  depofit,  which  ought  to  be  refigned  to  none  but  that  being  from  whom 
we  received  it.  Such  a  facrifice  is  fo  far  from  deferving  to  be  enumerated  among  the  inftances 
of  refpeX  and  amity  due  to  a  hufband ;  that  he  is  rather  treated  as  an  unrelenting  and  bloody 
idol,  by  the  immolation  offuch  precious  viXims.” 


f  De  Religione  veterum  Perfarum,  cap.  ii. 
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■  MorattA'S,  Of  Maharattas  ; — Thefe  are  a.powerful  people,  and  inhabit  1754. 
the  as  well  as  iht  Coromandel  They  are  chiefly  horfemen,  and^ 

may  be  juftly  termed  the  Swifs  of  India^  for  they  let  out  their  troops  to  hire, 
and  always 'fight  in  fupport  of  that  party  which  pays  them  beft. 

,  . .  ‘  .  '1 

PoLYGARS  and  Motres  are  a  fet  of  people  who  live  in  the  woods,  and, 
we  are  told,  make  not  the  leaft  fcruple  to  plunder  every  one  that  comes 
in  their  way.  Thefe  are  all  independant  of  the  Mogul  government. 

Banians  are  a  very  rigid  caft.  Thefe  (like  the  Brahmins)  never  eat  of 
any  thing  that  has  had  life,  and  never  preftime  to  kill  even  the  moft  defpi- 
cable  animal.  They  have  their  hofpitals  for  monkies,  fnakes,  &c. — A  few  of 
them  alfo  retain  the  horrid  cuftom  of  burning  the  living  wife  with  the  dead 
hufband.  They  are  merchants,  brokers,  farmers,  &c. — The  head  fervants  in 
Bengal  like  wife  called  Banians. 

Niers  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  are  of  the  firfl:  caft.  They  are  always 
gentlemen  •,  behave  with  great  haughtinefs  towards  their  poor  countrymen, 
and  diftinguifh  their  fuperior  rank  by  v. earing  a  fword,  and  carrying  a  par¬ 
ticular  kind  of  flick  in  their  hand,  different  from  thofe  ufed  by  the  common 
people.  On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  thefe  Niers  do  not  carry  themfelves  quite 
ib  high,  but  are  contented  to  adt  in  the  capacity  of  merchants,  nay  they  are 
fometimes  obliged  to -take  up  with  much  humbler  profeftions.  Some  of 
them  call  themlelves  chrijiians^  and  fay  their  anceftors  were  made  fo  by  St. 

‘Thomas.  They  add,  that  the  chriftian  religion  once  flourifhed  among  them 
in  its  greateft  purity,  and  that  they  were  governed  by  a  Patriarch ;  but  the 
Portuguefe  having  murdered  this  holy  man,  chriftianity  fell  with  him ;  for 
they  could  not  but  prefer  even  idolatry  itfelf  to  a  religion  whofe  profeftbrs 
could  commit  fo  atrocious  a  crime. 

Chowlies  are  efteemcd  learned  men,  and  in  general  are  merchants.  The 
common  people  fuppofe  that  they  have  the  power  of  life  and  death  in  their 
hands,  and  that  they  are  very  powerful  in  enchantments. 

Chitties  are  a  particular  kind  of  merchants  zx.  Madrafs^  and  are  generally 
very  rich,  but  rank  with  the  left  hand  caji^  and  are  not  permitted  to  be  carried 
in  their  Palanquin  through  the  ftreet  of  the  right  hand  cafi.,  although  many  of 
the  latter  are  only  fervants. 

Parriahs  are  the  loweft  caft  on  the  Coromandel  coaft :  both  men  and 
women  perform  the  moft  fervile  offices,  and  eat  and  drink  of  whatever  they 
can  get,  without  fcruple. 

Frosts  on  the  Malabar  coaft  are  much  the  fame  as  Parriahs  on  the  Coro- 
'snandeU  but  perhaps’ in  fome  refpeds  they  are  ftill  more  defpicable.  They 
will  feed  heartily  on  any  animal  though  it  dies  of  itfelf 
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Harries 


Harries  are  the  fameiat  as  Frojis  are  at  Bombay.  Their  women 

do  all  the  drudgery  at  your  houl'es,  and  the  men  carry  your  Palanquin. 

Niadde  and  Pullie  are  two  low  calls  on  ^h^-Malabar  coaft,  and  who  are 
held  in  fnch  contempt,  that  the  other  natives  will  not  fuffer  them  to  come 
near  them.  When  they  have  occafion  to  purchafe  any  thing,  they  are 
obliged  to  call  aloud  at  a  diftance,  ?.nd  fet  down  their  balket  with  the  money 
in  it ;  then  the  feller  advances,  and  puts  in  what  they  w'ant,  and  after  he  is 
gone  from  the  fpot,  the  buyer  comes,  and  carries  it  away.  Their  common 
employment  is  looking  after  cattle  :  they  are  never  permitted  to  deep  on  the 
earth,  but  in  trees.  If  only  the  breath  of  one  of  them  were  accidentally  to 
come  acrofs  aiVrVr,  the  latter  would  not  fail  inftantly  to  put  him  to  death. 
To  avoid  this,  when  they  fee  ^Nier  coming  towards  them,  they  take  care  to. 
get  out  of  his  way.  They  are  never  fuffered  to  come  near  the  towns,  but  on 
one  particular  day  in  the  year,  when  they  are  fure  to  get  together  in  crowds, 
and  if  they  can  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  throw  dirt  on  any  woman  that  palTes  by, 
(lie  immediately  becomes  their  (lave,  let  her  be  of  whatever  call 

Shackelays,  are  Hioemakers,  and  held  in  the  fame  defpicable  light  on  the 
Coromandel  coaft,  as  the  Niadde  and  Pullie  are  on  the  Malabar. 

Thcfe  are  the  cajls^  by  which  the  natives  are  dillinguifhed  all  over  India  ^ 
but  thefe  are  alfo  branched  out  into  fo  great  a  number  of  diftindlions,  that  they 
can  hardly  be  enumerated  i  tho’  they  all  pay  particular  refped:,  and  obferve 
different  forms  of  ceremony  to  cafts  of  fuperior  rank  tp  themfelves.  In- 
general,  it  is  remarked,  that  whatever  be  the  trade  of  the  father,  the  fame  is 
that  of  the  fon :  fo  that  the  families  of  boatmen,  fifhermen,  ^c.  are  boat¬ 
men  and  fifhermen  to  all  generations.  Some  cafts  expofe  their  old,  and  their 
fick  in  the  ftreets,  after  they  have  been  given  aver  by  the  Brahmm  j  others 
carry  them  down  to  low  water  mark,  and  fill  their  nofe,  mouth,  and  ears  with 
mud,  and  there  leave  them  ;  where  they  are  fure  to  be  foon  devoured -f  by 
vultures,  kites,  crows,  jackalls,  dogs,  which  abound  in  great  numbers., 
Another  caji  never  eafe  themfelves  while  the  fun  is  the  above  horizon;;  and  by 
way  of  prevention,  keep  a  plug  of  dried  mud  in  their  fundament.  The  people 
on  the  Coromandel  coafl,  and  efpecially  at  Fort  St.  David.,  believe  chat  there 
area,  fet  of  philofophers  in  the  mountains,  who  have  the  fecret  of  preferving 


*  The  account  here  gh'en  of  thefe  five  laft  cafis  of  Indianty  puts  me  in  mind  of  another  paf- 
fage  in  the  before  quoted  learned  author. 

“  Didli  Halalchoti  iunt  inferioris  generis  Indi,  qui  ad  viliora  quaevis  opera  adigantur,  (ad 
mundandas  Plateas,  &  evacuandas  Cloacas,  See:]  eaque  libenter  fufci{)iunr,  dum  Mauri  Sc 
Baneani  talia  recufant  ne  polluantur.  Ifti  etiam  edunt  cadaverofas  beftiarnm  carnes,  &  nullum 
cibi  genus  conftientlae  ergo  recufant :  unde  nomen  Haldl-<hur  Ikitum  edens,  llli  propter  operas 
&  diajtam  habentur  impuri,  ideoque  neminem  alium  libenter  tangunt,  nec  aliquis  ab  eis  vulc 
tangi :  St  quia  tatStus  inquinat  pollaitque,  feperatim  vivunt  ab  omnlbu-s  aliis:  quia  quicunque 
ab  his  taftus  efl,  tenetur  habere  moleHiam  purificandi  feipfum.”  Yl'inz  de  Religione  ‘ueterum. 
Ptr/arum.  cap.  34. 

Nam  Magi  vulgo  fuos  defunflos  volucribus  &  feris  exponebant  &  hodie  exponunt.  Hydb, 
cap..  34.. 
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life  ;  and  of  tranfporting  their  fouls  into  other" bodies  at  pleafure,  and  with  1754. 
the  fame  facility  making  them  to  return  again.  They  give  out  likewife, 
that  thofe  learned  men  have  difcovered  the  fecret  of  making  gold;  but 
this,  fay  they,  they  never  put  in  praftice  but  for  their  own  immediate 
neceflities. 


On  the  9th  oi  April,  annually,  at  Bengal*  the  natives  undergo  a  very  un¬ 
common  kind  of  penance:  fome,  for  fins  pad*,  fome,  for  what  they  may 
commit ;  and  others  in  confequcnce  of  a  promife  made  by  their  parents,  that 
if  they  fiiould  be  blefled  with  a  child,  that  child,  when  he  came  of  a  proper 
age,  jihould  be  bound  to  perform  it. — This  ceremony  is  as  follows :  In  a 
large  plain  about  a  mile  from  Calcutta,  there  are  eredled  about  thirty 
Bamboos,  at  lead  twenty  feet  high  •,  on  the  top  of  thefe  they  contrive  to 
fix  a  fwivel,  and  another  bamboo  of  thirty  feet  or  more  erodes  it,  at  both 
ends  of  which  hangs  a  rope.  One  end  of  this  rope,  the  people  pull 
down,  and  the  devotee  placing  himfelf  under  it,  the  Brahmin  pinches  up  a 
large  piece  of  (kin  under  both  the  fhoulder  blades,  (fometimes  in  the  breads) 
and  thruds  a  drong  iron-hook  through  each  :  thefe  hooks  have  lines  of  Indian 
grafs  hanging  to  them,  which  the  pried  makes  fad  to  the  rope  at  the  end  of 
the  crofs  bamboo,  and  at  the  fame  time  puts  a  falh  round  the  devotee's  body, 
laying  it  loofely  in  the  hollow  of  the  hooks,  led  by  the  flcin’s  giving 
way,  he  Ihould  fall  to  the  ground.  When  this  is  done,  the  people  haul 
•down  the  other  end  of  the  bamboo,  by  which  means  the  devotee  is  immedi¬ 
ately  lifted  up  thirty  feet  or  more  from  the  ground,  and  they  run  round  as 
fad  as  theif  legs  will  carry  them.  This  throws  the  devotee  out  to  the  full 
length  of  the  rope,  where  as  he  fwings,  he  plays  a  thoufand  antic  tricks, 
being  painted  and  drefied  in  a  very  particular  manner,  on  purpofe  to  make 
him  appear  the  rpore  ridiculous.  Some  of  them  continue  fwinging  half  an 
hour,  others  lefs.  They  have  alfo  their  time  of  preparation  for  this  cere¬ 
mony,  which  is  four  days.  On  the  fird,  they  abdain  from  every  kind  of 
food  on  the  fecond,  they  eat  fruit  *,  on  the  third,  they  fad  •,  and  on  the 
fourth,  they  eat  fruit  again.  During  the  whole  time  of  the  preparation, 
they  walk  about  the  dreets  in  their  fantadical  drefles,  dancing  to  the  founds  of 
drums,  and  horns ;  and  fome  of  them,  to  exprefs  the  greater  ardor  of  devo¬ 
tion,  run  a  rod  of  iron  quite  tlirough  their  tongues,  and  oftentimes  through 
their  checks  alfo.  Tiiefe  are  a  low  cad,  and  hzvt  Brahmins  p'.culiar  to 
themfelves,  'I'he  higher  cads  feem  to  defpil'c  fo  ridiculous  a  farce. — A  friend 
at  Madrafs,  in  a  letter  dated  Olivher  1771,  gives  me  the  following  intelli¬ 
gence,  which  dtews  what  improvements  devotees  are  capable  of  making  in 
the  art  of  torturing  themfelves  to  delude  and  impofe  on  others.  “  A  man 
of  one  of  the  Gentoo  cads,  hath,  for  feven  months  pad,  fwung  about  two 
or  three  hours  every  morning  over  a  fire.  Two  ropes  are  fadened  to  a 
tree,  one  of  his  ancles  hangs  in  a  noofe  made  in  the  end  of  one  of  the 


Tlie  author  was  a  fjpe^'lator  of  thrfc  exhibitions,'  and  ha^  fec»  teu  or  twelve  perfbns  fvving- 
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r.  2  ropes. 


iiio  the  fame  time. 
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1754.  ropes',  and  the  knee  of  the  other  leg  is  fixed  in  a  noofe  of  the  other 
rope ;  thus  fufpended,  with  his  head  downwards  about  a  foot  from,  and  im- 
diately  over  the  fire,  which  is  about  eighteen  inches  in  circumference,  and 
made  of  fmall  dry  wood,  he  fwings- backward  and  forward,  with  feemingly 
great  eafe,  and  keeps  up  the  fire  himfelf,  having  the  wood  placed  within  his 
reach,  and  to  make  it  burn  more  brifkly,  he  adds  Ibme  Ghee  (buffaloes  butter) 
which  he  likewife  hath  by  him.  It  is  faid,  he.doth  this,  neither  by  way  of 
’penance,  nor  from  religious  motives,  big  to  fulfil  a  refolution  he  made'to 
fwmg  in  this  manner,  until  he  had  collefted  as  much  money  from  the  fpec- 
tators  as  would  make  an  entertainment  for'iooob  perfons :  fome  fay,  that  he 
will  get  into  a  higher  call  by  it.  However,  he  is  at  prefent  gone  into  the 
country  for  his  health,  and  hath  not  yet  acquired  fufficient  for  fuch  a  treat, 
I  am  amazed  to  think,  how  he  could  fwing  fb  long,  without  diflacating  his 
ancle,  or  injuring  his  brain.  The  fight  of  him  in  this  fituation  was  lliocking, 
and  gave  me  a  fevere  head-ach.” 

r 

i  ' 

On  the  firfl  of  their  November^  (which  is  about  the  middle  of  bur  Ofloher)  ail 
the  Gentco  cajis  in  Bengal  hang  out  a  light  on  a  tall  bamboo  near  their  rei'pebbive 
houfes,  and  this  they  continue  to  do  for  feveral  XuccefTive  nights,  in  order 
(as  they  fay)  to  light  their  deceafed  parents,  who  are  fuppofed  to  vifit  them 
at  this  time.  On  the  eleventh  night  in  particular,  you  will  be  fure  to  fee  not 
only  every  houfe,  but  the  doors  and  windows,  and  even  the  highways  and- 
floats  on  the  river  ftuck  full  of  lights,  and  every  man,  woman,  and  child 
•with  one  in  their  hands.  This  is  the  laft  and  concluding  night,  when  they 
€Xpe6t  to  be  vifited  by  all  their  deceafed  friends ;  for  the  entertainment  of 
whom,  they  make  a  great  Chezvons  or  feaft,  and  place  meat  and  fruit  in  every 
“Corner  of  the  houfe.  The  inhabitants  of  Bombay  have  alfo  a  ceremony  of 
iheaving  the  cocoa  nut  (as  they  term  it)  which  they  intend  as  an  ofifering  or 
facrifice  to  the  fea,  on  the  profpeeft  of  the  Monfoon'^  breaking  up -At  this 
time,  men,  women,  and  children  go  to  the  water-fide  all  finely  drefied,  .and 
the  principal  man  is  efcorted  by  a  guard  of  Blitropean  Ibldiers,  and  throws  a 
gilt  cocoa  nut  into  the  fea :  all  the  reft  of  the  company  throw  in  fomething 
that  is  eatable  •,  and  prefently  after  they  begin  to  fit  out  their  ftiips  and  velTels 
for  fea  fervice. 

The  Moors  likewife,  or  thofe  natives  who  are  Mahometans^  are  not 
without  their  feafts  and  proceflions-,  and  are  extremely  fond  of  them,, 
as  well  as  the  ♦,  particularly,  of  \\\c\x  Hajfan  in  memory  of 

the  two  fons  of  AH  by  Fatima  {Mahomet's  daughter)  being  killed  in  one 
day  fighting  for  the  faith.  They  carry  about  a  model  of  the  tombs  of 
their  anceftors,  made  of  light  bamboo  and  paper  finely  ornamented,  for  three 
days  and  nights  •,  and  are  attended  by  people  ridiculoufty  dreiled,  fliouting 
and  dancing  to  their  country  mufic.  On  the  laft  day  of  the  feftival,  they 
carry  thefe  models  into  the  fields  with  a  kind  of  funeral  proceflion,  and 
there,  by  breaking  them  in  pieces,  put  an  end  to  the  ceremony. 

A  trial 
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A  trial  of  veracity  freqijently  ufed  among  the  Gentoos  h  the  eating  dry  rlcci  1754* 
if  the  perfon  be  innocait,  then,  fay  they,  he  will  eafily  fwallow  it,  but  if  guilty,  • 

there  will  not  be  faliva  enough  in  the  mouth  to  carry  it  down  the  throat. 

They  have  many  other  trials,  and  even  by  6re  i.  fuch  as  putting  their  hands 
into  hot  quickfilver,  i^c. 

In  what  manner  the  man  and  his  wife  among  the  higher  cafts  live  together,. 

I  cannot  fay  from  my  own  pcrfanal  knowledge,  but  have  heard,  upon  terms 
very  different  from  thofe  praftiiad  by  us  in  England  \  for  the  wife,  we  were 
informed,  never  prefumes  to  fit  down  and  dine  witln  her  lord,  but  (lands 
behind  him,  and  with  great  complacency  waits  till  he  has  done.  That  this 
is  the  pradlice  with  thole  of  the  lower  cajts^  frequent  occafions  among  my 
own,  and  other  gentlemens  fervant*^,  preftnred,  to  convince  us.  Notwithftand* 
ing  the  Indians  are  naturally  lazy  and  inaftive,  (for  they  fleep  very  much) 
yet  every  one  endeavours  after  a  livelihood  j  fo  that  you  (eldom  fee  a  common 
beggar  amongft  them.  Although  there  are  many  fchools  for  the  educatiorr 
of  children,  yet  they  feldorn  learn  more  than  their  own  mother  tongue.  It  is 
indeed  furprizing,  confidering  the  great  number  of  Englijh  that  are  fettled 
amongft  them,  and  v/ith  whom  they,  have  continual  dealings,  that  they  fliould 
not  be  able  in  common  to  fpeak  our  language  fo  well  as  the  people  near  tlie 
fea-ports  of  Madagafcar^  where  a  (bip-puts  in  by  chance  once  in  a  year,  and 
flays  perhaps  only  ten  days. 

Though  it  is  ctiftomary  in  this  country  to  fee  the  children  rolling  in  the  fand 
and  duft  before  the  door,  yet  their  parents  are  very  tender  of  them  ;  and  they 
in  return  are  as  careful  of  their  parents  in  their  old  age.  •  The  people  in  gene¬ 
ral  are  very  friendly  and  willing  to  affift  each  other  in  difficulties  j  yet  fome- 
times  words  run  fo  high  between  them,  that  they  vdll  fly  atone  another  like 
two  fighting  cocks,  but  always  take  care  not  to  proceed  to  blows  with 
clenched  fifts.  I  obbrved  more  than  once  amidft  thefe  violent  altercations, 
that  they  little  more  than  angrily  part  each  others  hands  with  their  palms.  They 
are  everlafting  talkers,  and  have  lb  much  grimace  in  telling  a  (lory,  that  you 
would  almoit  fwear  they  had  lived  their  whole  lives  in  France. — Whenever 
they  meet  upon  the  road,  they  never  fail  to  chat  about  the  news  of  the 
country  •,  and  as  they  are  very  fond  of  pomp  and  (hew,  their  topic  of  dif- 
courfe  is  commonly  of  the  laft  Grandee  that  arrived  on  the  coafl — how  and  in 
what  fplendor  he  lives — hew  rich  his  furniture — and  how  many  attendants 
he  keeps.  During  the  whole  time  of  fuch  confabulation,  they  never  forget 
to  offer  each  other  their  Beeiel  and  Chunam\  the  former  of  which  is  a  leaf, 
with  a  nut  of  the  Areca  tree,  the  latter  a  kind  of  lime  •,  both  of  which  they  as 
commonly  chew  and  make  a  compliment  of,  as  the  Europeans  do  their 
tobacco  and  fnuffl 

There  are  two  cuftoms  very  prevalent  among  thefe  people,  which  to  an 
European  appear  very  difguftful.  The  firft  is  their  chewing  fo  great  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  Beetel,  which  turns  exceflively  red  in  their  mouths,  and  occafions. 

them. 
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1754.  them  to  be  continually  fpitting;  yet  this  cuftom,'  tho*  To  exceedingly  nlthy, 

— Y-^  prevails  from  the  higheft  to  the  lowed.  The  other  is  not  lefs  offenfive-, 
the  length  of  their  nails,  and  the  blacknefs  of  their  teeth,  both  which  they 
are  very  careful  of  preferving.  They  reckon  one  a  mark  of  beauty,  the  other 
of  a  good  family.  White  teeth  are  held  in  fuch  dilefteem  with  them,  that 
they  make  ufe  of  an  artificial  enamel  on  purpofe  to  blacken  them  j  they  fay, 
“  white  teeth  are  only  fit  for  dogs  and  monkeys.”  And  a  frightful  length  of 
nails,  in  their  opinion,  proves  them  to  be  well  defeended,  as  it  manifeftly  thews 
that  they  have  not  been  accudomed  to  do  fervile  offices. 

^  I  ’  (hall  dote  the  account  of  the  feveral  Indian  with  an  incident, 
of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  during  my  day  at  Fort  St.  David.  One 
day,  in  company  with  Mr.  Doidge,  the  admiral’s  fecretary,  I  was  obliged 
to  go  from  the  fort  to  the  town  of  Ciiddalore  on  fome  bufinefs,  relative 
to  the  hofpital.  In  paffing  the  ferry,  we  mixed  with  a  confiderable  num¬ 
ber  of  Indians.^  but  of  what  cajl  or  tribe  we  did  not  learn.  One  of  the  mea 
who  was  with  us  in  the  boat,  chanced  to  have  in  his  hand  a  mufical  indru- 
ment  of  the  country,  which  differed  very  little  from  a  common  flute.  Mr. 
Doidge  held  out  his  hand  to  the  Indian  in  a  manner  which  exprefled  his  defire 
of  playing  upon  it,  and  he  with  the'  greated  eafe  and  politenefs  delivered  the 
indrumentto  my  companion  ;  who  after  looking  at  it  a  little  while,  put  it  to 
his  lips,  and  blew  upon  it,  and  then  returned  it  to  the  owner;  who,  with 
great  gravity  and  unconcern  immediately  threw  it  into  the  river.  We  were 
both  amazed  at  this  drange  conduct,  of  the  Indian.,  till  we  got  to  Cuddalore ; 
where  we  learned  from  one  of  our  countrymen,  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  cads, 
which  looked  upon  the  flute  as  contaminated  by  Mr.  Doidge,  and  therefore, 
'by  the  laws  and  cudoms  of  his -tribe,  he  could  ufe  it  no  more. 


CHAP. 
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^he  Kent  and  Saliibury  have  Fort  St.  David,  and  arrive  at  Bombay,*— 
Defcription  cf  that  place^  and  its  inhabitants.  —  Account  of  the  Perfeei 
rejiding  there.,  and  their  religious  tenets. — A  particular  cufiom  of  the  Indians 
of  Bombay,  at  the  death  of  a  relation. — Accotmt  of  the  religious  perfons.,  called 
joogQQS.— Extraordinary  circumftance  of  fjh  being  found  in  every  pond  at 
;  Bombay  during  the  rainy  feafcn. —  Curious  account  of  the  quantity  of  water 
,.that  fell  in  the  rainy  feafon. — Several  ctiriofities  at  Bombay. — Value  of  monies. 

— Lijl  of  Indian  drugs. — D ef crip t ion  of  the  Elephanta. 

October  the  iith,  the  day  that  the  fufpenrion  of  arms  between  the  1754. 

Englijh  and  French  con. panics  and  their  allies  took  place,  we  left  Fort 
St.  David  in  company  with  the  Salifburyy  Capt.  Knowler^  and  on  the  i;3th‘ 
of  November  anchored  in  Bombay  road. 

Bombay  is  a  fmall  ifland,  but  for  its  fize,  perhaps  the  moft  flouriflnng  of  any 
this  day  in  the  univerfe.  Though  the  foil  is  fo  barren  as  not  to  produce  any 
one  thing  worth  mentioning,  yet  the  convenience  of  its  fituation  will  always 
more  than  make  up  for  that  defedt.  It  may  be  juftly  ftiled  the  grand 
ftore-houfe  of  all  the  Arabian  and  Ferfian  commerce.’*  When  this  ifland  wa» 
firfl:  furrendered  to  us  by  the  Pcrtuguefe.,  we  hardly  thought  it  worth  notice ; 
but,  in  a  very  few  years  afterwards,  we  experimentally  found  the  value  of 
it,  and  it  is  now  become  our  chief  fettlement  on  tht  Malabar  coaft. 

The  natives  are  fiiorter  and  flronger  made  than  thofe  on  the  Coromandel 
roaft;  only  four  Cocky s  carry  a  Palanquin  here,  whereas  fix  are  generally  ufed  at 
Madrafs  and  Fort  St.  David.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  are  numerous,  and 
are  made  up  of  almoft  every  nation  in  Afia  \  among  many  others,  we  met 
with  feveral  Persees;  who,  like  their  forefathers  the  ancient  Pcrfmns.,  are 
followers  of  Zoroafer.,  who  is  faid  to  have  modelled  and  reduced  into  order 
the  religion  of  the  ancient  Magi  \  the  fundamental  maxim  of  which  was,  the 
worfliipping  only  one  God  under  the  fymbol  of  light.  They  adore  the  fun, 
and  particularly  the  rifing  fun,  with  the  profoundeft  reverence  and  vene¬ 
ration ;  and  by  a  natural  confequence  at  the  worlhip  they  pay  the  lun,  they 
likewife  pay  a  particular  veneration  to  fire. 

1  met  with  a  very  remarkable  inftance  of  this  while  I  was  2X  Bombay  \  one 
day  patfing  through  the  ftreet;  I  heard  a  very  uncommon  noife,  and  feeing 
at  the  fame  time  a  large  fire  in  one  of  the  houles,  curiofity  led  me  a  little 
clofcr  to  it ;  in  the  middle  of  the  houfe  was  let  a  large  bral'span  with  a  fire  in 
it:  before  this  fire,,  or  rather  on  each  fi'de  of  it,  two  mea  were  kneeling  at 
7  their 
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1754.  theif  devotions,  which  they  hurried  over  with  great  rapidity  * * * §.  I  looked  on 
^  for  a  confiderable  time  with  great  attention,  and  afterwards  learned  from  a 
fervant  of  the  admiral’s  who  was  of  this  caft^  that  one  of  them  was  a 
prieft,  then  on  a  vifit  to  another  prieft  in  a  fit  of  ficknefs.  This  fervant  like- 
wife  told  me,  that  Perfees  have  fuch  a  veneration  for  fire,  that  they 
never  put  it  out,  or  fo  much  as  breathe  upon  it  •,  and  I  took  particular  notice, 
that  while’thele  priefts  were  at  prayers  over  the  pan  of  coals,  they  had 
a  :j;  kind  of  little  white  bib  over  their  mouth,  as  1  imagined,  to  prevent 
their  §  breathing  on  their  favourite  element.  The  prayers  appeared  to  me, 
to  be  only  a  repetition  of  the  fame  fet  of  words,  from  the  fimilarity  of  their 
founds.  The  vifiting  prieft  ufed  manygefturcs  with  liis  hands  over  the  fire, 
and  afterwards  ftroked  down  the  face  of  the  fick  prieft,  which  I  looked  upon 
as  the  final  benediction,  for  prefently  afterward  the  ceremony  ended.  This 
inftance,  ftrongly  corroborates  Prideciux's  obfervation  concerning  their  ufage 
at  public  worftiip.  “  The  priefts  themfelves  never  approach  this  fire  in  their 
temples  but  with  a  cloth  over  their  mouths,  that  they  might  not  breathe 
' .  thereon :  and  this  they  did  not  only  when  they  tended  the  fire  to  lay  on 
more  wood,  or  do  any  other  fervice  about  it,  but  alfo  when  they  ap¬ 
proached  to  read  the  daily  offices  of  their  liturgy  before  it.  So  that  they 
mumbled  over  their  prayers,  rather  than  fpoke  them,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Romijh  priefts  do  their  mafles,  without  letting  the  people  prefent  articu¬ 
lately  hear  one  word  of  what  they  faid  HH.” 

Thefe  poor  mifguided  people  proftrate  themfelves  before  the  fun  under 
the  fame  notion  that  the  Gentoos  reverence  an  ox  or  a  cow :  from  the  excel¬ 
lent  qualities  they  obferve  in  thefe  created  beings,  and  their  great  ufeful- 
nefs,  each  is  induced  to  fuppofe  that  the  godheaddoc^  moft  certainly  dwell  in 
them,  and  under  this  miftaken  notion  they  blindly  pay  that  homage  to  the  crea¬ 
ture,  which  is  only  due  to  the  creator.  As  the  Gentoos  burn  their  dead,  one 
would  think  that  the  Perfees^  who  are  fo  fond  of  worfhipping  their  deity  under 
the  reprefentation  of  fire,  ffiould  be  defirous  of  having  their  dead  bodies  com¬ 
mitted  to  that  element,  wherein  they  fuppofe  their  creator  principally  to  refide. 
But  contrary  to  this,  and  to  the  cuftom  of  all  other  nations  in  the  world,  they 
neither  burn  nor  bury  their  dead,  but  caft  them  out  in  the  open  air,  to  be 
expofed  to  the  feveral  elements,  where  they  are  foon  devoured  by  eagles,  ' 
vultures,  and  other  birds  of  prey  1|.  The  principle  they  go  upon  is,  that  a  living 
man  being  compounded  of  all  the  elements,  it  is  but  reafonable,  after  he  is 

*  Sonora  voce  per  femi-horam  memoriter  recitant  tacdiofam  aliquam  precandi  formuLim  : 
ti  tanta  celeritate  hoc  faciunt,  ut  vix  halitum  reciprocare  liceat,  quafi  invincibilis  eflet  necef- 
htas  earn  verborutn  formulam  tantillo  tempore  recitare.  Hyde  de  Religione  veterum  Per/arum, 
cap.  34.  ^  ^  - 

•f  Perfse  in  Pyreis  alunt  perpetuum  Tgnem  lignis  mundis  &  decorticatls.  Hyde. 

Dum iilo  modo Sacerdotes  garriebanc,  eorum  facies  obvelatae  erant,  charia  alba  per  tranf- 
verfuni  vultum  atrique  auri  affixa,  quaeduo  aut  tres  uncias  infra  mentum  dependebat.  Hyde. 

§  Grande  Piaculum  &  morte  pleftendum,  excuflb  ex  ore  halitu  ignem  inflate.  Strabo  jub 
Jinemt  lib.  xv. 

[Ill  Prid.  Connexion,  book  iv. 

ji(  fn  capfa  cnim  aliqua  vel  loculo  conderC,  vel  etiam  terra  obtumulare,  neutiquam  fas  eft: 
fed  patrio  ritu  canibus  pariter  atque  avibus  obfejenis,  mortuum  cadaver  devorandum  expo- 
aunt.  Hyde. 
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tle’ad,  that  every  particular  element  fhould  receive  its  own  again*.  On  the  top  1754* 

M-alabar-hilU  in  this  ifland  oiBombay^  are  two  round  buildings,  on  purpole  ' - * — 

for  receiving  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Perfees,  which  are  placed  and  remain 
there  till  the  bones  are  clean  picked  by  the  birds  f.  A  guard  conftantly 
Hands  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  place,  who  is  very  much  difpleafed  if 
you  offer  to  approach  the  buildings;  and  for  this  reafon,  left  by  your  going 
too  near,  you  difturb  the  vultures  in  their  preying  upon  the  dead  bodies  J. 

One  afternoon  however,  I  refolved  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  fo  far  as  to  peeo  ■ 
into  one  of  thefe  edifices.  I  perceived  feveral  dead  bodies  ;  but  there  was  little 
flefli  left  upon  the  bones ;  and  that  little  was  fo  parched  up  by  the  excefiive 
heat  of  the  fun,  that  it  did  not  emit  thofe  (linking  effiuvia  which  there  was 
reafon  toexpetfl.  It  was  owing  probably  to  the  fame  caule,  that  the  bones 
were  rendered  quite  black. — Upon  the  whole,  this  is  a  mod  odious  and  abomi¬ 
nable  cuftom,  andjhe  reafon  they  give  for  following  it,  is  truly  ridiculous. 

The  natural  produce  of  the  ifland  of  Bombay^  is  chiefly  the  cocoa-nut  tree  : 
from  which  they  extrafl  a  liquor  called  Hoddy^  which  is  foft  and  mild  when 
drank  immediately  •,  but  if  it  (lands  long,  it  gathers  (Irength,  and  he  who 
ventures  to  take  a  good  draught  thereof  dale,  prei'uming  to  find  it  pleafant  and 
innocent  as  when  frefh,  will  be  miferably  deceived  •,  efpecially  if  his  head  be 
weak  :  and  from  hence,  probably,  arofe  the  term  Toddy-headed.  The  fruit 
or  nut  of  the  cocoa-tree  has  many  excellent  ufes.  The  kernel  is  rich,  Iweet, 
and  milky  like  a  filbert  j  the  (hell  is  not  unprofitably  made  ufe  of  for  cups 
and  ladles  ;  but  above  all,  the  rind  is  worked  up  into  a  kind  of  cloth,  which 
ferves  the  poorer  fort  of  people  for  garments.  It  is  alfo  fpun  as  hemp,  and 
makes  very  durable  cables. — Of  the  body  of  the  tree  and  the  leaves,  the  poor 
people  build  their  houfes.  For  each  tree  a  tax  of  twenty  (hillings  a  year  is 
paid  to  the  company,  which  is  appropriated  towards  maintaining  the  gar- 
rifon,  and  fliips  of  war. 

Bombay  is  the  mod  convenient  place  among  all  our  fettlements  in  the 
Eajl  Indies.,  for  careening  or  heaving  down  large  (hips;  and  for  fmall  ones 
they  have  a  very  good  dock.  At  the  time  we  were  there,  they  were  making 

•  Dum  facerdos  ad  commodam  diftaotiam  ftando,  fepulturae  officium  hoc  modo  recitat, 

Ida  frater  nofter  dum  in  vivio,  conftabat  ex  quatuor  dementis:  cum  jam  mortuus  fit, 
quodvis  elementum  fuam  partem  capiat ;  terrea  pars  abeat  in  terram,  aeria  pars  in  aerem, 
aquea  parsinaquam,  ignea  pars  in  ignem.”  Hyde  de  Religione  vetenm  Per/arum. 

f  Ad  unum  milliare  ab  urba  diftat  fepulchretum,  quod  eft  ftruflura  lapidea  rotunda,  tz 
pedes  alta.  Sc  loo  pedes  in  circumferentia  habens.  In-  medio  muri  eft  oftium  lapidcum  6  pedi- 
bus  a  terra  diftans,  quod  ad  excipiendum  cadaver  aperiri  folet.  Hujus  flruftuiai  area  inferior 
Ml  qua  Jacent  cadavera,  elevatur  quatuor  pedes  a  terra,  ab  omni  parte  declivis  verfus  centrum, 
ubi  eft  foramen  feu  cloaca  ad  excipiendum  faniem  cadaverum.  Hoc  fepulchretum  eft  mi- 
ferrimum  fpedaculum,  &c.  Ovingtonus  de  Itinerario  Suratenji, 

J  Dr.  Hyde  gives  another  reafon  for  no  one’s  chufing  to  approach  thefe  buildings.  “  Propter 
horribilem  feetorem  &  miferrimum  fpeflaculum,  omnes  abhorrent  ilium  locum  adlre;  ajgre 
ferentes  ut  aliquis  chriftianus  aut  alius  ilia  corditoria  videat.”  He  afterwards  adds,  “  Et 
certe  nemo  nift  fumma  curiofitate  duftus,  ilium  locum  luftrgre  tentabit.”  Cap.  3<(.. 

F 


great 


great  improvements  in  it,  wh'lch  when  finifhed,  will  not  fail  to  make  It  ftill 
more  commodious.  They  have  alfo  a  very  good  rope-yard.  Indeed,  this  is 
the  only  place,  in  th.atdi!lant  part  of  the  world,  for  Shattered  fliips  to  refit  at-, 
Ixaving  always  a  good  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  and  its  very  name  conveying 
an  idea  of  a  fafe  retreat  in  foul  weather. 

On  this  ifiand  are  many  little  forts  and  batteries,  as  Dungaree^  Maffegon^ 
Mahee^  Mendham^s  Point,  and  Sion-hilL  Some  guns  are  mounted  on  each  of 
them  ;  but  the  principal  fort  which  defends  the  place,  has  above  an  hundred. 
This  building  is  a  regular  fquare,  and  the  materials  thereof  are  very  good. 
The  church  alfo  is  not  lefs  fubftantial  than  the  fort-,  it  is  a  very  handfome, 
large  edifice,  and  in  comparifon  of  thofe  which  are  to  fee  met  with  in  the 
other  fettlements,  it  looks  like  one  of  our  cathedrals.  It  was  built  by  a 
voluntary  fubfcription  among  the  gentlemen  of  this  factory,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Coble,  (father  to  my  late  worthy  friend  Mr.  Richard  Cobbe,  Admiral 
IVatfon’s,  chaplain)  was  the  chief  promoter  of  this  truly  pious  work:  he  at 
that  time  refided  at  Bombay  as  chaplain  to  the  factory.  The  whole  time  we 
fpent  here,  pafled  very  agreeably ;  for  as  the  ifiand  lies  in  19°  north,  the 
heats  mult  of  courfe  be  more  tolerable  than  they  are  at  Fort  St.  David,  which 
is  in  the  latitude  of  1 1®  48'  north. 

The  admiral’s  family  refided  at  the  Fank-houfe  {(o  called  from  a  large  tank  or 
pond  near  to  it)  and  here,  as  well  as  at  all  their  other  fettlements,' the  company 
allow-ed  the  admiral  and  his  principal  attendants  Palanquins,  over  and  above: 
the  five  Pagodas  a  day,  which  were  given  him  to  defray  part  of  the  expences 
of  his  table.  As  the  Indian  horfes  are  of  little  value,  and  yet  very  fcarce,  oxen  ■ 
are  here  frequently  made  ufe  of  in  their  Head  -,  and  the  admiral  had  a  chaife 
and  pair  of  thefe  oxen  allowed  him  alfo  by  the  company.  They  are  com¬ 
monly  white,  have  a  large  pair  of  perpendicular  horns,  and  black  nofe.s. 
The  admiral  oftentimes  went  in  this  chaife  for  an  afternoon’s  airing  to  Malabar- 
hill,  and  to  the  end  of  Old  Woman's  ifiand,  to  Marmulla,  and  many  other  places. 
In  England,  if  thefe  creatures  are  forced  out  of  their  ufual  flow  pace,  it  is  too  .. 
well  known  that  they  will  faint  or  lie  down  under  their  burthen ;  but  at  Bom¬ 
bay  they  trot  and  gallop  as  naturally  as  horfes,  and  are  equally  ferviceablc  • 
in  every  other  rsfped,  except  that  by  their  being  fubjedl  to  a  loofe  habit  of 
body,,  they  fometimes  incommode  by  the  filth  thrown  upon  you  by  the - 
continual  motion  of  their  tails.  Whenever  we  got  to  the  end  of  our  ride,  , 
the  driver  always  alighted,  and  put  the  near  bullock  in  the  other’s  place  -, 
then  he  would  put  his  hand  into  both  their  mouths,  and  after  pulling  out 
the  froth,  mount  hia  box  again,  and  drive  back.  It  feems  this  precaution  *. 
is  abfolutely  necefiary,  for  as  they  travel  at  the  rate  of  feven  or  eight  miles 
an  hour,  they  would  otherwife  be  in  danger  of  fufiTocation^  . 

Whilfl;  we  were  at  Bombay,  I  took  particular  notice- that  at  the  death  of  .- 
a  friend,  the  Indians together  and  fung,  either  in  the  houfe  of  the  ^ 
deceafed,  or  under  the  window  j  agreeable  to  that  palTage  in  Matthevd% 

i  '  ’  gospel. 
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gofpel,  when  Jefus  came  into  the  ruler* s  houfe,  and  faw  the  mlnjirels  and  the 
people  making  a  noife^  He  /aid  unto  them,  give  place,  &c.  There  it  was  that  1  -v-« 

alio  firft  law  the  ceremony  of  their  burning  the  dead.  As  the  place  was 
very  populous,  there  were  feldom  lefs  than  three  or  four  burned  every  night 
near  the  water’s  edge,  under  Malahar-hill. 

During  my  (lay  at  this  place,  I  hired  by  the  month,  a  chaife  drawn  by  a  pair 
of  bullocks.  In  the  feveral  excurfions  I  made  in  this  carriage,  I  had  frequently 
palled  by  one  of  thofe  religious  perfons,  or  anchorets,  who  in  India  are  called 
Joogees  •,  and  who,  in  confequence  of  a  vow  made  by  their  parents,  and  dur¬ 
ing  their  mother’s  pregnancy  with  them,  are  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  heaven. 

One  evening,  I  and  a  companion  had  an  inclination  to  pay  alhort  vifitto  this 
Joogee ;  who  always  fat  in  one  pofture  on  the  ground  in  a  fiiady  cocoa-nut 
plantation,  with  his  body  covered  over  with  alhes,  and  his  long  black  hair 
clotted,  and  in  the  greateft  diforder.  As  we  approached  him,  we  made  our 
falutation,  which  he  rerpeftfully  returned ;  and  then,  with  the  alTiftance  of 
our  Indian  driver,  who  could  fpeak  Englijh,  we  began  a  converfation  with 
him,  that  principally  turned  on  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  his  prayers,  and 
which  he  pretended  had  given  health  to  the  lick,  ftrength  to  the  lame,  fight 
to  the  blind,  and  fecundity  to  women  who  for  their  whole  lives  had  been 
deemed  barren.  When  we  were  about  to  take  our  leave  of  him,  I  offered 
him  aprefentof  two  rupees,  which  he  bade  me  to  throw  on  the  ground,  and 
then  diredled  his  fervant,  who  was  Handing  by,  to  take  them  up  •,  which  he 
did  with  a  pair  of  iron-pincers,  throwing  the  rupees  at  the  fame  time  into  a 
pot  of  vinegar.  After  they  had  lain  there  a  little  while,  the  fame  fervant 
took  them  out,  wiped  them  carefully,  and  at  lafi;  delivered  them  to  his  mailer  \ 
who  foon  afterwards,  by  way  of  return,  prefented  us  with  a  few  cakes  of  his 
infipid  pallry.  I  then  requelled  of  him,  that  in  his  next  prayers  he  would 
petition  for  an  increafe  of  my  happinefs  •,  to  which,  with  great  complacency 
in  his  countenance,  he  replied  :  “  I  hardly  know  what  to  alk  for  you  :  I  have 
“  feen  you  often,  and  you  have  always  appeared  to  me  to  enjoy  perfeft 
“  health  *,  you  ride  in  your  chaife  at  your  eafe  •,  are  often  accompanied  with 
“  a  very  pretty  lady,  you  are  ever  well  cloathed,  and  are  like  wife  ;  fo 
that  you  feem  to  me  to  be  in  poffefiion  of  every  thing  that  can  be  any  way 
“  neceffary  to  happinefs.  I  believe  therefore,  when  I  pray  for  you,  it  muff 
‘‘  be  in  this  llrain;  that  God  would  give  you  grace  to  deferve,  and  to  bethank- 
ful  for  thofe  many  blefjings  which  he  has  already  bejiowed  upon  youd*  I  told 
him  that  I  was  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  mode  of  his  intended  fupplica- 
tion  for  me  j  and  with  a  mutual  exchange  of  fmiles  and  compliments,  we 
.  parted. 

*  The  rich  Indians  we  were  told  take  great  pains  to  make  themfelvcs  fat.  To  this  end,  they 
not  only  live  moft  luxurioufly,  but  in  the  day  time  fleep  in  a  Twinging  cot,  and  appoint  a 
fervant  gently  to  move  it,  whofe  bufinefs  is  alfo  at  ftated  times  to  awake  the  mafter,  meerly 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  fwallowing  half  a  pint  or  more  of  liquid  butter  or  Ghee.  This 
fufficiently  accounts  for  the  Joogtd^  emphatically  mentioning  corpulency  amongft  the  peculiar 
favours  of  heaven. 
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i7'5'4-.  Our  hofpital  at  BomFaywzs  without  the  town-wall;  and  in  order  to  make* 
my  attendance  on  it  the  more  convenient,  Mr.  DUdguarde  *  (a  fador  in  the 
company’s  fervice)  was  fo  obliging  as  to  give  me  the  ufe  of  a  very  commodious, 
houfe,  which  lay  near  the  hofpital,  and  belonged  to  him  as  fuperintendant  oP 
the  powder-works.  Here  I  took  up  my  refidence,  with  other  gentlemen  who^ 
affifted  me  in  the  execution  of  my  duty.  At  a  little  diftance  from  the  front 
of  this  houfe  is  a  capacious  bafon  of  water,  which  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  is  perfeftly  dry,  but,  during  the  continuance  of  the  rainy  feafon,  and  for 
iome  time  after,  ferves  as  a  pond  for  watering  cattle,  and  fwarms  with  a  fpecies 
of  fifh  about  fix  Inches  long,  and  not  unlike  our  mullet.  The  natives  catch  . 
them  in  great  plenty  foon  after  the  rain  fets  in,  and  more  than  once  I  had  them*, 
ferved  up  at  my  own  table  -f.  This  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  extra¬ 
ordinary  circumftance  in  any  other  place;  but  as  thefe  fifli  are  found  in  almoll 
every  pool  and  puddle  at  Bombay^  it  ceafes  to  be  a  matter  of  wonder  among 
the  inhabitants  of  that  iQand.  Various  have  been  the  fpeculations  of  curious 
and  inquifitive  men  to  account  for  this  ph?enomenon.  Some  have  fuppofed, 
that  the  exhaling  power  of  the  fun  is  fo  flrong  in  the  fultry.feafons,  as  to  bct 
able  to  raife  the  fpawn  of  the  fifli  into  the  atmofphere,  and  there  fufpend  and 
jiourifli  it,  till  the  rains  come  on,  when  it  drops  down  again  in  the  ftate  of 
living  and  perfedly-formed  fifh.  Others,  perhaps  with  a  greater  degree  of 
probability  on  their  fide,  imagine,  that  after  the  ponds  become  dry,  the* 
fpawn  may  polfibly  fall  into  deep  fiflfures  made  in  the  earth  below  the  appa-i 
rent  bottom,  where  there  may  remain  through  the  whole  fultry  feafon,  a  fuffi-; 
cient  quantity  of  moifture  to  prevent  the  from  corrupting ;  and/ 

when  the  rain-waters  come  on  and  fill  , the  ppnd  again^  the  fifii  is  produced  anti 
made  to  appear  in  fuch  abundance.  This,  among  other  hypothefes  which  Li 
have  heard  offered  on  this  curious  fubjedt,  feems  beft  to  account  for  it ;  but 
whether  even  this  folution  be  adequate,  to  the  cffeifls  produced,  .1  fhaU  notv. 
prefume  to  determine* . 

And  now,  having  mentioned  the  rainy  feafon,-  T  mu  ft  here  beg  leave  to-*, 
infert  a  very  curious  andexaft  account  of  it,  as  it  was  drawn  up  and  given  terv 
me  by  my  late  valuable  and  fkilful  friend,  Mr.  Thomas^  then  .furgeon  of  his- . 
majefty’s  fhip  the  Salijbury.  This  gentleman,* who  was  a  man  of  great- 
euriofity,  .and  unwearied  diligence,  happened  to  refide  2X  Bombay  during  the" 
whole  time  of  . the  rainy  feafon  in  the  year  1.756,  and  contrived  a  method*; 
for  afeertaining,  the  quantity  of  water  which  fell  there  in  that  interval.  His-., 
way  of  doing  it  was  as  follows..^  ; 

“  Tprocured  a  lead-cylinder,  of  about  nine  inches  diameter,  and  asv 
many  deep,  marked  with  inches  and  tenths,  on.the  infide  5  and  to  prevent . 

*  This  gentleman  is  fince  dead.- 

f.  Mr.  Thomas  obferves,  that  it  is  on  the  unth  day  after,  the  rains  fet-  in,  that*the  natives  . 
begin  to  catch  fHh. 

the.-.* 
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th’e  water  from  fplafhing  over,  I  cut  a  hole  two  inches  from  the  bottom,  1754^ 
and  placed  the  cylinder  in  a  glazed  earthen  veflel.  Then  I  tied  a  wax  cloth 
fecurely  round  it,  fo  as  to  cover  the  veflel,  and  to  prevent  any  water  from  get¬ 
ting  in,  fav-^e  that  which  palfed  through  the  cylinder.  When  more  than 
two  inches  fell,  I  ftopt. the  hole. in  the  fide  with  wax,  and  poured  the  water 
from  the  veflel  into  the  cylinder  to  meafure  it.  I  always  kept  it  in  an  open 
place,  free  from  the  running  of  any  houfe,  &c.  and  meafured  it  at  fix  in  the 
morning,  at  noon,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  fky  looked  cloudy  over  *1  Tenths, 

the  land  •,  and  on  the  25th  of  that  month,  .we  had  a  fquall  of  >  o  3 
wind,  with  fome  rain  •,  when  there  fell  - -  - J 

On  the  31  ft  we  had  the  like  weather,  with  much  thunder  and  7  ^ 

lightning,  and.  rain  in.  the  evening  j  when  there  fell  —  S  ' 

Total  —  I 
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</) 

Depth  of  Water. 

Account  of  the  Weather. 

Q 

Ni^ht, 

Forenoon. 

Afternoon.] 

Total. 

G  " 

<r> 

tA 

v> 

•C 

Vi 

Mb 

V) 

0 

X. 

U 

h 

0 

h 

fj 

C 

h 

u 

G 

H-i 

C 

H 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

A  fmall  fhowcr  and  looks  cloudy. 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Thunder  and  lightning  all  the  evening ;  threatens  much  for  rain. 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

6 

Rained  one  hour  in  the  afternoon,  very  cloudy. 

6 

0 

8 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Lightning  all  night,  and  a  fhower  for  about  15  minutes. 

Blows  hard  on  the  Ihore,  fmart  Ihower  in  the  evenino;. 

7 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

9 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

.0 

0 

’  I 

0 

Ditto . Rained 

two  hours  about  midnight. 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Blows  lefs - Small  fliowers. 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ditto - - " 

1 1 

I 

0 

I 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

Ditto  -  -  conftant  rain. 

Now  you  fee  people  angling  and 

12 

13 

'0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

3 

5 

Ditto  -  fome  lightning. 
Ditto - - 

‘  catching  filh  in  every  pool  and 
puddle  through  the  ifland. 

14 

3 

6 

0 

9 

0 

0 

4 

5 

Blows  frefh  with  much") 

Now  appear  all  over  the  furface  of 

15 

0 

4 

0 

9 

0 

0 

I 

3 

Ditto.  [thund.  &  lights  L 

the  earth  an  innumerable  quan- 

16 

I 

2 

0 

9 

0 

4 

2 

5 

Ditto . J 

tity  of  fmall  frogs. 

17 

I 

0 

3 

6 

I 

0 

5 

6 

Blowed  very  hard  from  6  to  8  in  the  morning. 

18 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

8 

Lefs  wind,  hafty  fhowers.  ; 

*9 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

X 

0 

2 

Slight  rain  all  day  and  night. 

20 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

I 

0 

4 

Ditto - Ihowers. 

i 

21 

0 

I 

0 

1 

0 

I 

0 

3 

Ditto. 

22 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

Showers. 

23 

0 

I 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Ditto. 

24 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Slight  rain. 

25 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

I 

0 

7 

Ditto. 

26 

0. 

I 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Ditto. 

27 

,0 

1 

3 

9 

0 

0 

4 

0 

Ditto. 

28 

0 

I 

3 

6 

3 

0 

6 

7 

Little  wind,  hard  rain. 

29 

4 

8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

3 

Ditto  -  -  -  -  Ditto. 

30 

0 

8 

0 

9 

0 

I 

I 

8 

Ditto. 

Tot. 

17 

7 

19 

2 

7 

8 

44 

7 

JULY, 
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u 

L  Y,  1756. 

O) 

Depth  ot  Water 

• 

Account  of  the  Weather. 

Q 

Night. 

Forenoon. 

Afternoon. 

Total. 

■  C 

tn 

0 

w. 

t/i 

CJ 

t* 

JZ 

W 

u 

CO 

-G 

K/3 

Oi 

(O 

pC 

.  o 

C 

ja 

c 

C 

JZ 

c 

■  >i 

C 

h 

a 

hH 

h 

S 

h 

a 

I 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

6 

I 

3 

Moderate. 

2 

I 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

9 

4 

I 

7 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

9 

5 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

3 

0 

5 

Slight  fhowers. 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

‘  7 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

'  2 

0 

4 

..8 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

9 

9 

1 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Hard  fhowers. 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

7 

3 

I 

1 1 

3 

3 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

7 

12 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

I 

0 

7 

Slight  fhowers^. 

?3 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

.14 

4 

6 

0 

1 

0 

2 

4 

9 

Hard  fhowers^ 

15 

I 

7 

0 

2 

0 

3 

2 

2 

i6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

Slight  fhowers.:- 

17 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.J8 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

(  ' 

i  ' 

?9 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

I 

\ 

1 

20 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

5 

2 1 

0 

4 

0 

2 

0 

I 

0 

7 

.22 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

23 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

'O 

0 

2 

. 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

26 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

27 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

3 

28 

0 

I 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

8 

29 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 

f 

30 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

> 

31 

j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

m 

0 

0 

0 

0 

f 

'll 

i 

tot. 

21 

2 

4 

I 

4 

6 

29 

9 

i  - 
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G  U  S  T,  1756. 

CO 

Depth  of  Water. 

Account  of  the  Weather. 

Q 

Night. 

Forenoon. 

Afternoon.\ 

T'otnt. 

C 

CO 

CO 

o; 

CO 

JZ 

CO 

-c 

CO 

u 

u 

C 

H 

0 

a 

h 

u 

HH 

c 

h 

CJ 

C 

hH 

’Z 

h 

. 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

.0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

4 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

I 

0 

5 

I 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

4 

Blows  frefh  in  the  night. 

6 

6 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 

/ 

0 

Blows  hard. 

7 

0 

0 

.0 

4 

0 

4 

0 

8 

Ditto. 

8 

0 

I 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

6 

Ditto. 

9 

0 

'5 

0 

8 

0 

0 

I 

3 

Ditto. 

lO 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

Ditto. 

1 1 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Lefs  wind  and  flight  rain.  ’ 

-  12 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

2 

‘3 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

I 

I 

Showers  and  flight  fqualls.  , 

•  14' 

0 

3 

0 

I 

0 

4 

0 

8 

1 

■  15 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

/ 

0 

3 

16 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

- 

17 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

18 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

19 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

.  20 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

:  1  ■' 

>  v 

21 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

■  22 

0 

2 

0 

2 

b 

0 

0 

4 

23 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  ' 

-  : 

24 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

■  4,^ 

25 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

4 

* 

26 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

7 

27 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Slight  fhowers  and  fine  weather. 

28 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

29 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

31 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

'  Tot. 

13 

2 

2 

I 

3 

7 

19 

0 
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1 

3  E 

r 

>  X 

EMBER,  1756. 

Depth  ot  Water. 

Account  of  the  Weather. 

Q 

Night. 

Forenoon. 

Afternoon.\ 

'Total. 

C 

o 

</i 

w  'S 

js  c 

tti 

</i  ^ 

Sd  ^ 

•£3  C 

■« 

(J  4; 

£  h 

0  c 

►5  h 

u  ^ 

£  h 

^  H 

• 

I 

0  0 

0  2 

0  0 

0  2 

Fine  weather  and  flight  fliowers.' 

2 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

3 

0  3 

0  0 

0  0 

0  3 

4 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

V. 

5 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

D  0 

6 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

D  0 

7 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

D  0 

Thunder  and  lightning  at  a  diftance,  and  now  it  be- 

8 

0  I 

0  0 

0  0 

0  I 

gins  to  look  black  over  the  land  in  the  evenings. 

9 

0  4 

0  0 

0  0 

0  4 

Slight  fhowers  in  the  night  and  afternoon. 

lO 

0  5 

0  0 

0  0 

0  5 

Ditto. 

1 1 

0  7 

0  0 

0  2 

0  9 

Hard  fhowers. 

12 

0  2 

0  0 

0  0 

0  2 

13 

0  3 

0  2 

0  0 

0  5 

Slight  fhowers  in  the  evening  and  night. 

14 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

15 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

• 

i6 

0  3 

0  0 

0  I 

0  4 

I? 

0  3 

0  0 

0  1 

0  4 

i8 

0  2 

0  I 

0  2 

0  5 

Blows  hard,  flight  rain  all  night  and  day. 

0  5 

0  0 

0  i 

0  6 

Blows  lefs. 

20 

2  0 

1  0 

0  2 

3  2 

Blows  hard,  rain  night  and  day. 

21 

0  r 

0  0 

0  3 

0  4 

Blows  lefs,  fhowers,  no  more  thunder  in  thccvenings. 

22 

0  5 

0  0 

0  I 

0  6 

Ditto  -  -  -  -  rain  aU  night  and  day. 

23 

0  2 

0  I 

0  0 

0  3 

24 

0  3 

0  0 

0  0 

0  3 

25 

0  I 

0  0 

0  I 

0  2 

Slight  fhowers. 

36 

0  1 

0  0 

0  I 

0  2 

27 

0  5 

0  0 

0  0 

28 

29 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

- 1  0 

Frequent  but  very  flight  fhowers. 

30 

0  0 

0  0 

0  5 

a 

% 

Tot. 

7  6 

I  ^ 

2  0 

II  2 
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OCTOBER,  1756. 


Inches,  Tenthsk^ 

2d.  The  latter  part  of  the  night  it  rained' Hard,  and  there  fell  -  2  o. 

The  three  following  days  were  cloudy,.with  fome  very  flight 

fliowers :  when  there  fell  only  —  —  —  o.  i 

yth.  Very  fine  weather^  with  land;  and  fee  breezes. 

9th.  We  had  what  they  call  here  an  Elephanta,  which  is  ani 
exceffive  hard  gale,  with  very  fevere  thunder,  lightning; 
and  rain,  but  it  was  of  fliort  continuance.  In  about  fouo' 

hours,  there  fell  —  -  .  —  2-  O' 

i'5^th.  In  the  morning  fome  thunder  and  lightning  with  rain  —  o  3 

lb")  Cloudy,  and  fome  flight  fhowers.  In  thefe  two  days  there 

1,7  fell  only  — -  — — •  -  —  —  01 

^  I  M  K  I. 

,  Total  .  —  4  S 

2.2d.\  Now  air  is  fihe  and'clear,  without  a  cloud  to  be  feen,  with  regular  land  ^  . 
and  fea:;  breezes ; ,  ahdi  fo  will  .continue  in-  general'  till  the  next  Menfpon  ,  j  ' 
time  arrives. , 


ThereTell  of  rain  .water,  in  May  - - 

Irtchfs. 

Tenths 

0 

June  — 

—  —  44 

7 

July  — 

—  29 

9 

,  '  •  Augufi  - 

0 

September*  — 

■  —  —  11  ‘ 

2  ’ 

.  ,  O^cber  - 

1  * 

-  *  .  —  . —  4 

5 

Total  —  no  3”’ 


The  few  curiofities  in  the  ifland  of  Bombay^  which  are  worth  mention- - 
ihg,  are,  a  large  ^erapin  kept  at  the.  governor’.s  houfe,  the  age  of.  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accounts  given  by  the  oldeft  of  the  natives,  is  upwards  of  two  > 
hundred  years.  Frogs,  which  abound  every >  where  throughout  the  £<27? 
territories,  are  remarkably,  large  upon  this  ifland  j-  I  faw  one  that  mea- 
fured  twenty-two  inches  from  the  extremities  of' the  fore  and  hind  feet  when  i 
extended  *,  and  I  have  great  reafon  to  fuppofe,  had  the  experiment  been  made, , 
that  this  creature  would  have  weighed  Tour  or  five  pounds. — Om  the  fea-^ 
ihore  round- this  ifland,  a  great  variety  of  beautiful  (hells  are  alfo  to  be 
found-,  particularly  the  fort  which  is  fo  curious,  and  was  held  in  fuch  efteemi 
by  our  ladies  fome  years  ago,.,  called  Ventle traps  ox  JVendletraps.  I  have  been  - 
I  '  '  credibly/ 


\ 
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credibly  informed,  that  when  the  late  Commodore  executors  fold  his  ^754* 

cplleftion  of  fhells  by  auflion,  one  of  our  modern  curiofi  gave  feveral  pounds  ' — “v— 
ilerling  for  a  fhell  of  this  fpecies. 

As  no  country  in  the  world  abounds  more  with  fnakes  than  the  Eaji  Indies ^ 

I  fhall  here  fubjoin  a  defcription  or  their  feveral  fpecies,  fo  far  as  they 
•came  within  my  view,  or  Mr.  Thomas's  obfervation. — The  Covra  Cafella^ 
which  has  teeth  exactly  refembhng  thofe  of  the  rattle-fnake  mentioned  by  Dr. 

Mead.  I  have  feen  them  from  four  to  eight  or  nine  feet  long-,  they  kill  whom- 
foever  they  bite  in  1 5  minutes.  There  are  many  of  them  to  be  met  with  at  Cud- 
dalore. — The  Covra  Manilla^  is  a  fmall  bluifh  fnake  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s  little 
finger,  and  about  a  foot  long,  often  feen  about  old  walls :  A  fpecies  of  thefe  at 
Bombay  kill  with  their  bite  much  fooner  than  even  the  Covra  Capella  above 
mentioned. — The  Palmira  is  a  very  thin  beautiful  fnake,  of  different  colours^ 
its  head  is  like  that  of  the  common  viper,  but  much  thicker  than  the  body. 

I  faw  one  that  was  four  feet  long,  and  not  much  larger  than  a  fwan’s  quill. —  , 

The  Green  fnake  is  of  a  very  bright  green  colour,  with  a  fliarp  head;  towards 
the  tail  it  is  fmaller  than  in  the  middle:  The  largefl  part  of  it  is  no  bigger 
than  a  common  tobacco-pipe. — The  Sand  fnake  is  fmall  and  fhort,  but  not 
lefs  deadly  than  the  others.— The  Covra  de  Aurellia  is  not  unlike  an  earth-' 
worm  ;  it  is  about  fix  inches  long,  and  no  bigger  than  a  fmall  crow-quill. —  ' 

This  kills  by  getting  into  the  ear,  and  caufing  madnefs,  i^c. — The  Manilla 
Bomho  is  a  beautiful  fnake  of  almoft  the  fame  fize  throughout  its  whole 
leno-th,  except  at  the  two  ends,  where  it  comes  to  a  point.  It  is  white  under 
the  belly,  but  is  finely  variegated  on  the  back.  It  lives  in  the  fand,  and 
(they  fay)  flings  with  the  tail,  which  caufes  contradions  of  the  joints. 

During  my  flay  at  Bombay  two  fleets  of  country  veflfels  came  into  the  bay: 

One  of  them  belonged  to  the  Nanna  or  prince  of  the  Maharattas.,  the  other  to 
Monagee  Angria^  the  brother  of  Angria  the  pirate.  Thefe  vefiels  were  not 
unlike  the  Tartans  of  the  Mediterranean.,  only  a  great  deal  lower;  they 
carried  two  guns  in  their  bow,  and  vaft  numbers  of  men.  Their  mufic  was 
a  plain  brafs  tube,  fhaped  like  a  trumpet  at  both  ends,  and  about  ten  feet  in 
ieno-th  ;  and  a  kind  of  drum  called  a  Tomtemy  being  a  flcin  ftretched  out  on  a 
lar(?e  fhallow  brafs- pan,  on  which  they  ftruck  with  two  large  flicks,  and 
made  an  amazing  noife.  Each  fleet  confifled  of  about  ^  fail;  but  among 
Mcnagee  Angria  s  there  were  two  ketches,  which  they  called  Crabs.  Our 
~EaJi  India  company  had  here  one  fhip  of  40  guns ;  one  of  20 ;  one  Grab  of 
18  guns,  and  feveral  other  veflTcls ;  more  aifo  were  building. 

•  The  merchants  keep  their  accounts  here  in  rupees.^  pice.,  and  nominal  rays. 

One  hundred  rays  make  a  quarter  of  a  rupee. 

A  36  (hilling  piece  exchanges  for  16^  rupees. 

A  guinea  —  —  —  for  9  rupees. 

An  Englijh  Qvov^n  —  —  for  2  rupees  and  6  double  pice. 

A  Spanijh  dollar  —  —  for  2  ditto  and  3  ditto. 

Jiighty^/r^  make  a  rupee. 

G  2  to 
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1754*  2  vifit  Mv.  Thomas  and  I  made  to  a  black  pHyfician  fettled 

— here,  called  Diego^  he  fhcwed  us  his  medicines  and  drugs,  of  which  he  had 
a  pretty  large  dock,  and  fome  of  them  were  valuable.  Amongft  many  others, 
we  obierved  great  quantities  of  the  tincture  and  eflence  ot  Cantharides^  which 
Diego  told  us,  the  falacious,  and  not  unfrequently  the  impotent  Moors^  made 
ufe  of  to  excite  venery,  and  that  they  always  paid  handlomely  for  fuch  pro¬ 
vocatives.  He  gave  us  the  following  lift  of  Indian  drugs,  their  prices,  and 
the  I'everal  places  they  are  brought  from.- 


NAMES  OF  DRUGS. 

*  Bezoar  —  —  — 

Fol.  SenjE  —  —  — 

Gum  Arabic  —  -r 

Myrrh  —  .  —  — 

Olibanum  —  —  — 

Thus  — -  —  • — 

Gam  bog.  —  — 

AflafEBtida  —  — 

Rad.  Salop.  —  — -  — 

Rad.  Zinzib.  —  — 

Piper  long.  —  — 

Coloquintid.  —  — - 

Ol.  Cinnamom.  —  — 
Gum  Banzoin.  —  — 

Cort  de  Pala,  or  Congery  Bark 
Sem.  Cardamom. 

Ol.  Caryophyl. 

Rad.  Rhubarb. 

Ditto  — 

Ditto  «— 

Opium  — 

Sal  Nitri  — 

Fol.  Rofar.  Rub. 


PLACES  FROM. 

Orangahed  — 
Mocha 
Arabia  * 
Arabia 
Arabia 
Arabia 
Succotra 
Perjia 
Perjia 

all  over  India 
Calicut. 

Goa.  — 
Cochin 

Bengal  — 
T ellichery  — 
Calicut.^  and 
T ellichery  *  — 
1  ft  fort,  Bengal 
2d.  fort,  ditto. 
3d.  fort,  ditto. 
Bengal  — 
Bengal  -  — - 

Perjia  — 


I 


PRICES. 

12  rupees  ounce. 

4  ditto  'per  maund,  36/^. 

1 3  ditto  per  1 00  lb. 

24  ditto  per  maund. 

12  ditto  per  maund. 

50  ditto  per  candy,  500  lb. 

1 5  ditto  per  maund. 
too  to  80  ditto  ditto. 

3  5  ditto  per  ditto. 

Thefe  arej:heap. 

2  rupees  ounce. 

50  ditto  per  maund. 
very  cheap. 

I  rupee  ounce. 

80  d^.pijr  w'llb.  flat  &  clean. 
50  ditto,  large  lumps  &  clean. 
40  ditto,  foul. 

80  rupees. 

8  rupees p^r  maund. 


N.  B.  The  price  of  thefe  drugs  differs  at  different  times. 

Don  Diego*s  method  of  chufing  Bezoar,  was  to  rub  it  on  wood-afhes  held 
in  the  hand  j  if  good,  it  left  a  faint  green  colour  behind.  And  his  method 

*  My  late  ingenious  friend  Mr.  George  Thamas  above  mentioned,,  made  me  a  prefent  of  part 
of  a  ftone^  three  of  which  were  found  in  the  gall-bladder  of  an  ox,^  and  greatly  refembled 
Bezoar.  They  were  of  the  fize  of  a  hazel-nut,  made  up  of  feveral  ftrata  or  fcales,  and  each, 
ftratum,  like  the  layers  of  an  onion,  eafily  divided  from  the  whole  piece,  leaving  a  fmooth 
furface  behind.  They  were  very  tender,  and  had  fomewhat  of  a  raulk  fmell.  The  fame 
friend  alfo  obferved  to  me  that  Pemet,  in  his  hiftory  of  drugs,  takes  notice  of  this  kind  of  con¬ 
creted  matter;  he  calls  it  Ox  Bezoar,  and  fays,  though  it  is  Tometimes  ufed  in  medicine,  yet  its 
more  general  ufe  is,  like  Gamboge,  for  painters  in  miniature.  The  Ox  Bezoar  is  alfo  greatly- 
valued  by  theiW/^H/,.  who  give  it  in  fevers,,  and  will  exchange  five  times  the  weight  in  filver 
for  it. 
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of  trying  the  oil  of  cinnamon,  was  by  touching  the  nofe  flightly  with  a  drop 

of  it  on  the  top  of  the  finger  j  he  told  us  it  was  almoft  efcharotic,  and  of  ^  ■  — v— — * 

an  amber  colour,  if  good. 

Before  we  take  leave  of  this  place,  there  remains  a  piece  of  antiquity  to  be 
mentioned,  called  the  Elephanta ;  which  is  an  Indian  temple,  cut  out  of  a 
large  rock,  in  an  ifland  of  the  fame  name,  near  Bombay.  The  fame  ingeni¬ 
ous  gentleman,  Mr.  I’homas^  in  the  papers  he  left  behind  him,  has  furnifhed 
me  with  the  following  defeription  of  it.  “  Its  dimenfions  may  be  beft  known 
from  the  plan  annexed,  which  was  drawn  on  the  fpot.  The  walls  are 
covered  with  figures  about  12  feet  high,  except  thofe  of  the  baths,  in  the 
front  of  which,  next  to  the  voranda  or  open  gallery,  they  are  only  4  feet  in 
height,  and  on  the  back  about  fix.  The  grand  altar  is  filled  with  a  mutilated 
figure  of  the  god  Orixa^  the  head  and  neck  of  which  are  much  decayed 
through  time  •,  and  all  the  other  principal  parts  of  the  temple  are  crowded 
with  images  of  the  fame  god  in  different  attitudes.  The  other  figures  which 
we  faw  here,  I  fuppofe  are  reprefentations  of  famous  men.  On  each  fide  of 
the  grand  altar  is  a  dark  room.  Perceiving  the  floor  of  thefe  to  be  hollow, 
we  had  the  curiofity  to  dig  into  one  of  them,  and  found  a  large  cavity,  fo 
very  deep,  that  we  did  not  go  any  farther.  The  roof  of  the  temple  is  about 
1 8  feet  high,  fupported  by  pillars,  the  number  of  which  is  given  in  the  plan^ 

They  have  ail  a  fquare  pedeftal,  circular  fhaft,  and  fluted  cornifh,  which  is 
alfo  circular.  Near  each  of  the  vorandas,  there  is  a  fquare  room  with  a  pillar 
in  the  middle,  and  another  fimilar  room  in  the  body  of  the  temple.  The- 
pedeftals  of  thefe  pillars  are  fquare,  and  about  a  foot  high ;  the  fhafts  are 
round,  and  about  a  foot  and  a  half  long.  In  the  room  next  the  baths,  the 
pillar  isfurrounded  with  water,  as  expreffed  in  the  plan  by  dots.  Thefe  three: 
rooms  appear  to  have  been  formerly  private  chapels.” 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.  IV. 

‘"i’he  /([uadron  leaves  Bombay  and  arrives  at  Madrafs. — Defcripion  of  Madrafs 
or  Fort  St.  George.  — The  buildings  and  Indian  inhabitants.  — A  lijl  of  the 
fever al  forts  of  fervants  employed  India,  their  names.,  wages,  religion,  and 
employments. — Account  of  the  nature  and  genius  of  their  mechanics. — The  phy~ 
fical  pradiice  of  their  black-dodlors. — Manner  of  inoculating  for  the  fmalU 
pox. 

^755‘  A  t)MlRAL  IFatfonh^d  long  been  defirous  of  getting  round  again  with 
■<  — jl\.  his  fquadron  to  the  Coromandel  Q02.d.-,  but  the  heaving  down  and  refit¬ 
ting  the  (hips,  had  taken  up  fo  much  time,  that  feveral  days  mDecember  had 
lapfed,  before  this  neceflary  work  could  be  accompliflied.  On  the  1 5th  however, 
•we  took  our  leave  of  governor  Bourchier  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  council ; 
and  on  the  1 6th  we  weighed  anchor,  and  flood  for  the  offing.  A  freffi  gale 
fortunately  fprang  upj  which  foon  ran  us  down  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  to 
the  fouthernmofl  point  of  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon.  On  the  1 3th  of  January  1 755, 
we  arrived  in  Fort  St.  Davids  road,  (having  made  an  unufual  quick 
pafiage  for  this  feafon  of  the  year),  and  on  the  i8th  in  that  of  Madrafs:^ 
where,  to  our  great  facisfadlion,  we  found  riding'at  anchor  his  majefty’s  fhip 
'  the  Cumberland,  Commodore  Pocock',  and  in  eight  days  afterwards  we  were 
joined  by  the  Tyger,  Captain  Thomas  Latham,  who  had  failed  from  England 
with  Mr.  Pocock.  Here  we  learned,  that  during  Admiral  Watfon’s  flay  Bom- 
hay,  a  conditional  treaty  had  been  adjufted  between  Monf.  Godeheu  and 
Mr.  Saunders,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  until  it  ffiould  be  either  rati¬ 
fied  or  rejefled  by  their  refpeilive  companies  •,  fo  that  there  was  no  profpeil 
of  hoftilities  recommencing  here,  at  lead  for  eighteen  months  *,  and  in  this 
Jong  interval,  the  French  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  acquiring  riches  fufficient 
to  carry  on  another  war :  for  by  this  conditional  treaty,  they  were  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  pofleffion  of  thofe  many  important  countries,  as  well  in  the 
Carnatic  as  the  Deccan,  which  by  their  intrigues  they  had  fecured  to  them- 
felves,  and  whofe  revenues  brought  them  in  almoft  a  million  fterling ;  whilfl 
our  poffieffions  did  not  annually  bring  more  than  the  fame  number  of  rupees.. 
Indeed,  this  was  by  all  deemed  to  have  been  a  mafterly  ftroke  of  French 
politics :  on  the  contrary,  the  advantages  refulting  from  this  treaty  to  the 
Englifh  Eafi  India  company,  were  beyond  every  ones  comprehenfion;  for  it 
was  by  every  body  known,  that  at  this  time,  exclufive  of  our  naval  force,  our 
troops  on  the  coaft  exceeded  thofe  of  iht  French  in  number  on^  thoufand. 

The 
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The  town  of  Madrafs^  or  Fort  St.  George.,  in  the  road  of  which  we  came*  175^.' 
to  an  anchor  on  the  1 8th  of  1755,  is  the  chief  fettlement  belonging 

ro  our  Eaji  India  company  on  the  Coromandel  coafti  and  ftai;ids  between  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  degrees  of  north  latitude.  It  is  fituated  in  a  fandy 
barren  foil,  and  the  climate  is  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  were  it  not  for  the  fea- 
breezes,  which  agreeably  cool  the  air,  it  would  be  altogether  uninhabitable. 

But  notwithftanding  this  inconvenience,  the  place  is  exceedingly  populous. 

Many  of  our  countrymen  rcfiding  there,  to  maintain  their  dignity  among 
the  natives,  live  in  all  the  magnificence  of  the  ealf.  The  governor  of' 

Fort  St.  George  is  invefted  with  great  authority,  little  lefs  than  that  of' 
fovereign  power.  Fie  is  not  only  prefident  of  this  place,  but  of  all  our  other 
fettlemcnts  on  xht  Coromandel  coaft.  Fie,  and  the  council  under  him,  have 
the  command  of  the  army,  the  regulation  of  the  police,  and  the  appointment' 
to  all  places  of  truft-  and  profit.  In  a  word,  Madrafs  is  of  fuch  importance* 
to  the  company  both  for  its  internal  wealth,  and  the  extenfive  commerce 
which  is  there  carried  on,  that  they  have  taken  abundant  pains,  and  have 
been  at  an  immenfe  expence,  to  make  the  fortifications  as  ftrong  as  pofiible. 

The  fort  (which  is  the  principal  defence  of  the  place)  is  a  regular  fquare,, 
with  a  glacis,  and  covered,  way  •,  and  the  whole  town  is  furrounded  with; 
walls  well  mounted  with  artillery. 

The  buildings  at  Madrafs.,  or  the  town  of  Fort  St.  George  where  the 
E’ngUJh  only  refide,  are  handfome,  and  built-  in  the  modern  European  ftile  : 
but  the  houfes  of  the  Black-Fown  are  very  low  and  flat-roofed;  fome  of  them 
are  tiled,  and  others  thatched,  but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have  any 
chimney..  The  natives  commonly  drefs  th6ir  victuals  without  doors;  and 
Ihould.thcy  make  a  fire  within,  which  feldom  Fappens,  the  fmoke  is  obliged 
to  make  its  way  through  the  eaves  of  the  houfe,  which  has  fcarcely  ever  any 
upper  rooms.  This  is  the  ftate  of  the  houfes  of  the  merchants  and  mechanics, 

■who  refide  within  the  town;’  and  as  to  thofe  of  the  pooreft  fort,  who  live  in 
the  fuburbs,  and  in  the  country,  they  are  nothing  but  huts  covered  with  Cajan 
leaves,  and  are  fo  exceedingly  low,  that  their  miferable  inhabitants  cannot  (land; 
upright  in  them,  and  whenever  they  enter,  are  obliged  to  creep  in  on  their 
hands  and  feet :  but  though  the  houfe  and  garden  belonging  to  thefe  country 
people,  feldom  take  up  more  than  half  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground,  yoU; 
fcarcely  meet  with  lefs  than  ten  or  twelve  perfons  in  a  family,  befides  an  hog: 
and  a  buffalo ;  fo  very  numerous  are  the  inhabitants  of  this  country. . 

The  Indians  in  general  are  very  temperate  in  eating  and  drinking  they 
feldom  life  ftrong  liquors,  unlefs  preferibed  by  way  of  phyfic.  Their  food, 
is  chiefly  boiled  rice,  with  now  and  then  a  little  fifh,  and  mutton  or  fowl 
dreffed  in  a  Ciirrey.,  as  they  call  it,  which  is  very  warm  to  the  palate.  This; 

Fhave  reafon  to  think,  they  alfo  feaft  on  with  great  moderation.  The  Gentco' 
cafts  never  eat  beef;  they  pay  adoration  to  the  image  of  the  cow,  and  have 
n  proverb  among  them,  “that  they  would  as  foon  tafle  of  the  flefli  of  their 
parents,  .as  of  that  animal.”  One  ftrong.  evidence  of  the  temperance  of  thefe 

7.  people,, 
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^  755-  people,  is  their  hands,  which,  if  touched  by  chance,  you  will  be  fure  to  find 
very  cold,  even  in  the  middle  of  the  hotteft  day,  while  the  hands  of  the 
are.  binning  with  an  exceflive  heat,  partly  the  effe6t  perhaps  of  our 
inteniperate  way  bf  living.  Let  me  add  too,  that  the  Indians  are  a  very 
quiet,  indfFenfive  people ;  and  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea-fhore,  we  were 
told,  that  we  fhould  alio  find  them  honeft  and  fincere.  On  the  coaft,  they 
will  make  ufe  of  a  thoufand  tricks,  and  ftratagems,  to  over-reach  a  ftranger. 
But  for  this  we  may  thank  ourfelves,  who  firft  fullied  their  purity,  and 
debauched  their  manners.  They  probably  had  never  known  the  crime  of 
cheating,  had  they  not  firft  learned  it  from  the  tricking  European.  Among 
the  lower  cajls  the  poor  women  do  all  the  drudgery  ;  they  get  all  the  fodder 
for  the  gentlemen’s  horfes  in  the  fort,  and  are  obliged  to  bring  it  fome 
miles.  They  likewife  grind  all  the  rice  ufed  in  their  own  houfes;  fetch 
wood  and  cow-dung  to  burn-,  and  as  the  wafer  near  the  fort  is  brackifti, 
they  are  daily  neceflitated  to  go  a  mile  or  two  to  a  good  well,  and  to 
bring  a  large  pitcher  of  this  element  upon  their  heads  for  the  ufe  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fadory.  I  have  more  than  once  feen  a  line  of  40  or  50  of 
them  in  a  morning,  engaged  in  this  laborious  employment.  Their  drefs  is 
much  the  fame  as  that  worn  by  the  women  at  Fort  St.  David-,  and  that  of  the 
higher  cajls,  at  both  places,  differs  nothing  from  the  lower,  except,  that  the 
wrapper  which  goes  round  the  loins  of  the  former  is  made  of  finer  ftuff,  and 
that  they  commonly  cover  their  breafts  with  a  filk  handkerchief.  It  is  very 
feldom  that  any  of  the  women,  unlefs  thofe  of  the  loweft  rank,  can  be  feen, 
being  forbidden  by  their  call  to  ftand  any  where  to  be  gazed  upon  by 
ftrangers.  In  our  morning  walks,  indeed,  we  fometimes  faw  them  ftanding 
without  their  houfes  for  the  beifefit  of  the  frefti  air,  but  upon  the  firft  fight 
of  us,  they  never  failed  to  run  in,  and  (hut  and  bolt  their  doors.  We 
could  not  but  remark  too,  that  whenever  we  had  occafion  to  go  into  a  ftiop, 
our  guide  always  gave  us  a  hint  to  ftand  a  little  while  at  the  door,  while  he 
ftepped  in  j  and  he  made  no  fcruple  to  confefs,  that  his  motive  for  doing  it, 
was  to  clear  the  houfe  of  the  women  before  we  entered. 

Much  has  been  faid  in  regard  to  fervants  in  this  country :  fome  fpeak 
highly  in  their  favour,  while  others  equally  depreciate  them.  The  fervicc 
of  any  one  of  them  is  exceedingly  cheap,  but  the  number  which  you  are 
obliged  to  keep,  makes  it  dear  in  the  end.  Perhaps  it  may  feem  furprizing, 
though  true,  that  an  European  gentleman  or  merchant  in  a  confider- 
able  way  of  bufinefs,  cannot  hire  lefs  than  a  dozen  or  fifteen  -,  for  as  they  arc 
almoft  all  of  different  cajls,  the  higher  are  not  permitted  to  do  the  leaft  thing 
which  is  the  bufinefs  of  an  inferior  cajl.  They  all  wear  turbans  *,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fervants  commonly  drefs  neat  and  clean,  in  a  robe  of  fine  cotton  cloth, 
or  muflin,  particularly  the  Gentoos,  whofe  religion  enjoins  much  bodily  purifi¬ 
cation  *,  and  therefore  the  firft  thing  they  do  in  a  morning  is  to  go  down  to 
the  river’s  fide  and  wafh,  and  afterwards  to  fay  their  prayers  on  the  banks. 
If  you  afk  them  what  they  pray  for,  they  will  be  fure  to  fay,  “  For  maJleF' — * 
and  “  that  God  will  Jhew  favour  for  mafler,  that  majier  may  fhiw  favour  for 

them 
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tJjcm'*  They  are  an  artful  cunning  people,  and  very  ready  at  returning  an  1755. 
anfwer.  We  met  with  a  thoufand  inftances  of  this  fort,  during  our  ftay  in  v— 
the  Eafi  Indies  \  but  the  following  ftory  will  belt  illuftrate  the  natural  good 
fenfe  and  fagacity  of  thefe  black  fervants. 

It  happened,  that  an  Englijh  officer  being  with  his  Indian  fervant  in  a 
public  \vowIt  2iX.  Ctiddalore,  was  in  a  violent  paffion,  in  confequence  of  fome- 
thing  that  had  pafled  between  them  in  converfation :  In  the  midft  of  the 
mafter’s  tury,  his  philofophical  fervant  calmly  placed  himfelf  at  his  full  length 
,  on  the  floor,  with  his  face  towards  the  ground,  at  the  fame  time  flopping  his 
cars  with  both  his  hands.  In  this  pofture  he  continued,  until  his  mafter’s 
paffion  had  fomewhat  fubfided  •,  when  getting  upon  his  feet,  and  refpedlfully 
approaching  him,  he  dryly  faid,  '‘'■Indeed^  mafter  makes  poor  fervant' s  head 
fick  ;  mafter  is  very  ftreng  man,  hut  fervant  is  very  weak  man :  if  mafter  fpeaks 
honey-words,  then  fervant  can  do  any  thing  for  mafter,  but  when  mafter  frightens 
poor  fervant,  then  he  makes  poor  fervant  fick\  and  when  fervant  is  fick,  mafter' s 
bufinefs  can  no  he  done."  The  officer  replied  with  an  hearty  d — mn  ;  but  Upon 
recolleftion,  felt  the  juftnefs  of  the  rebuke,  and  faw  very  plainly  that  before 
they  could  again  proceed  on  bufinefs,  it  would  be  necelTary  for  him  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  rules  which  the  Indian  had  fo  fagacionfly  and  artfully  fuggefted 
for  his  condufl. 

* 

The  following  lift  of  the  feveral  forts  of  fervants  employed  in  India,  with 
their  names,  wages,  religion,  and  employments,  will  furnifli  the  inquifitive 
reader  with  a  clear  and  diftindl  idea  on  this  article. 

1.  Chief  Duhafh’,  who  is  a  fervant  of  ftate  to  uffier  in  company,  to  receive 
meflTages,  and  give  an  anfwer  at  your  door.  He  is  alfo  your  linguift,  and 
lays  out  your  money.  He  has  for  his  profit  a  Fanam  out  of  every  Pagoda 
paid  and  received  j  and  a  Pagoda  out  ot  every  hundred  Pagodas.  There  is 
no  poffibility  of  tranfaefting  any  bufinefs  in  this  country  without  a  fervant  of  • 
this  kind,  except  at  Bombay,  where  they  are  not  made  ufe  of.  They  are 
called  Banians  at  Bengal,  and  are  every  where  of  the  Gentoo  religion. 

2.  Buhajh  Boy*.  He  is  always  about  ^our  perfon  to  affift  you  in  dref- 
ing  •,  he  walks  by  the  fide  of  your  Palanquin  j  takes  care  of  your  fword,  hat, 
and  cane,  when  you  are  vifiting  a  ftranger-,  and  waits  behind  your  chair  at 
table.  He  likewife  is  of  the  Gentoo  religion,  and  his  pay  at  Madrafs  is  i 
pagoda  and  21  fanams  by  the  month  j  at  Bengal,  8  rupees. 

3.  Conucopola.  He  keeps  your  accounts,  pays  the  reft  of  the  fervants 
their  wages,  and  affifts  the  Buhajh  in  buying  and  felling.  At  Bengal  he  is 
called  fecretary,  and  is  of  the  Brahmin  call  and  religion :  his  pay  is  10  rupees 

*  Boy  Is  the  common  appellation  in  India  for  many  of  your  fervants,  though  they  Ihould  be 
threelcore  years  of  age. 
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by  the  month.  At  Bombay  he  is  filled  Purvo^  and  is  of  the  Gentoo  religion^ 
and  his  pay  is  5  rupees  by  the  month.  At  Madrafs^  his  pay  is  8  pagodas. 

4— carries  a  Roundel  or  de  Soliel  over  your  head, 
to  detOT^^^^^Wne  heat  of  the  fun,  when  you  ftep  from  your  Palanquiny 
or  when  you  walk. 

5.  Peon.  One  who  waits  about  the  houfe,  to  run  on  meflages ;  and  be 
commonly  carries  under  his  arm  a  fword,  or  in  his  fafh  a  Crefe.,  and  in  his 
hand  a  ratan,  to  keep  the  reft  of  the  fervants  in  fubje6lion.  He  alfo  walks 
before  your  Palanquin,  carries  Chits  or  notes,  and  is  your  body  guard.  The 
more  of  thefe  you  keep,  the  grander  you  are  thought  to  appear.  Some 
gentlemen  have  at  leaft  40  of  them  in  their  fervice.  They  are  all  fighting 
cafts,  and  have  i  pagoda  and  20  fanams  by  the  month  paid  them  at  Ma- 
drafs  ;  2  rupees  and  a  half  at  Bengal ;  and  4  rupees  and  a  half  at  Bombay, 
At  this  laft  place  they  are  called  Sepoys. 

6.  A  Demar-Boy.  His  bufinefs  is  complicated,  and  being  generally  of 
the  Parriah  caft,  which  is  a  very  low  one,  he  makes  no  fcruple  to  perform 
the  moft  fervile  offices.  He  cleans  your  fhoes,  fweeps  the  houfe,  and  fetches 
all  the  water  that  is  wanted,  unlefs  you  keep  a  Harry  or  water  wench,  as  fhe 
is  fometimes  called,  for  that  purpofe.  The  chief  bufinefs  however  of  the 
Demar-Boy  (as  appears  from  his  name)  is  to  run  with  a  Demar  or  torch  before 
your  Palanquin  in  dark  nights. 

7.  Palanquin- Boys.  Four,  and  fometimies  fix  of  thefe  are  employed  to 
carry  your  Palanquin.  They  are  of  the  lower  Gentoo  cafts  at  all  our  fettle- 
ments.  Their  pay  at  Bengal,  where  they  are  called  Bearers,  is  12  rupees  and 
a  half  by  the  month  •,  at  Bombay,  where  they  are  called  Palanquin  Cooleys, 
they  are  allowed  16  rupees-,  and  at  Madrafs,  6  pagodas  6  fanams. 

8.  Compidore.  The  office  of  this  fervant  is,  to  go  to  market,  and  bring 
home  fmall  things,  fuch  as  fruit,  i^c. — He  is  always  of  a  low  caft.  His  pay 
at  Bengal  by  the  month  is  2  rupees  and  a  half.  At  Madrafs,  i  pagoda.  Com- 
pidores  are  not  ufed  at  Bombay. 

9.  Derwan.  Thefe  are  properly  porters,  who  fit  at  the  gate  to  receive 
meflages,  i^c. — This  office  is  performed  by  Moormen  at  Bengal,  by  Peons  at 
Madrafs,  by  Sepoys  at  Bombay.  Their  pay  is  2  rupees  and  a  half  by 
the  month  in  Bengal,  and  in  the  fame  proportion  at  other  places. 

This  diftindlion  of  fervants,  and  the  keeping  up  to  it,  is  reckoned  no  bad 
piece  of  policy  in  the  Indian  conftitution.  For  as  the  people  are  naturally 
indolent  and  inadlive,  every  man  by  this  means  gets  a  decent  livelihood  with 
very  little  trouble,  which  is  the  thing  he  aims  at :  for  though  each  of  thefe 
fervants  could  earn  double  the  wages  in  the  intervals  when  his  mafter  has  no 
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•'•occafion  for  him,  yet  confcious  that  he  has  a  fufficiency,  though  bare,  he  fits  1755. 
•down  contented  therewith,  chufing  rather  to  trifle  and  fleep  away  his  time,  than 
,to  enrich  himfelf  and  family  by  taking  pains.  Thefe  fervants  have  a  variety 
of  tricks  alfo  which  they  are  fare  to  play  off  upon  new-comers-,  and  where 
two  or  three  of  them  are  concerned  together  in  a  knavifh  one,  they  never  fail 
to  puzzle  the  matter  fo,  as  to  make  it  almofl:  impoflible  for  the  mafter  ever  to 
get  at  the  truth  The  palanqmn  bearers,  are  cunning  diffemblers,  for  they 
will  be  fure  to  groan  fadly  under  the  weight  of  their  new  mafter  or  miftrel's, 
let  them  be  ever  fo  light.  This  is  done  with  the  view  of  exciting  in  the 
human  breaft  a  companion  towards  themfelves,  and  thereby  acquiring  Ibme 
Buxie  money  ;  and  an  this  they  feldom  fail  of  fucceeding,  as  there  are  but  few 
Europeans^  who,  on  their  firft  arrival,  are  not  averfe  to  the  making  ufe  of 
their  fellow-creatures  in  fo  degrading,  and  in  appearance  fo  painful  an 
■employment.  After  the  fervants  have  filled  their  bellies,  they  always  betake 
•themfelves  to  reft:  on  the  ground,  or  in  a  window,  or  on  a  table,  or  moft: 
commonly  on  the  fand,  which  they  prefer  before  every  thing  elfe,  becaufe  of 
its  retaining  the  heat  of  the  preceding  day’s  fun.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
.Indian  fervants  have  both  their  good  and  bad  qualities ;  they  are  like  fome 
neceffary  evils  we  have  in  England^  of  whom  we  fay,  there  is  no  living  with, 
nor  without  them. 

'  I  cannot  difnrrifs  this  ftfbjefl  of  fervants  without  fpeakrng  fomewhat  more  of 
the  office  of  a  Conacopola. — It  muft  be  premifed,  that  the  natives  in  this  part  of 
India  know  but  very  little  of  the  ufe  of  paper,  pens,  and  ink  *,  and  therefore 
keep  all  their  accounts  upon  Cajans^  the  leaves  of  a  certain  tree.  It  is  the 
Conucopolad bufinefs  to  keep  the  account  of  all  your  houfehold  expences,  to 
pay  the  other  fervants  wages,  and  tradefmen’s  bills.  Thefe  fervants  arje 
always  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  all  others  by  their  Cajan  leaves,  which  hang 
dangling  by  their  fide,  like  a  butcher’s  fteel.  The  iron  inftrument  they  mark 
with,  is  kept  in  a  ftieath  like  a  knife.  When  they  have  occafion  to  fet  down 
any  thing,  they  hold  the  iron-pen  in  the  right  hand,  and  the  leaves  in 
•the  left;  a  little  notch  or  groove  is  cut  in  their  left  thumb-nail  tor  fixing  the 
ftile,  and  they  will  write  or  rather  engrave  with  great  celerity.  They  are 
likewife  very  quick  and  ready -at  accounts,  but  fo  very  artful,  that  they  feldom 
or  never  declare  their  own  computation  firft  :  their  low  cunning  is  inconceiv¬ 
able,  and  it  would  be  cndlefs  to  recount  all  the  artifices  and  frauds  vffiich  are 
pradtifed  by  thefe  men.  They  generally  aik  “  What  does  mafter  make 
.account  come  to If  you  fay  more  than  it  really  is,  they  prefently  ciy  our, 

“  Very  rights  mafter V  But  if  you  make  it  lefs,  i'o  as  to  prejudice  them,  they 
will  be  ffire  to  take  particular  care  to  corredt  your  reckoning.  If  you  chance 
to  detedl  them  in  any  intentional  cheat,  they  then  plead  the  cuftom  of  their 
country  ;  for  their  maxim  is,  “  What  white  man  forget^  that  God  gwe  black 

*  The  render  may  fee  a  very  remarkable  inllance  of  their  dark  and  complicated  villainy  In 
t^rmes  excellent  billory  of  tlie  Carnatic,  vol.  i,  p.  350  to  335. 
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^  755-  man.  Mafler.,  forgive  this  one  time  \  I  am  poor  fooliJJj  fellow  \  what' flooul'd  I 
^  know  ?  Aha  !  I fee  majier  knows  heji  ;  God  has  made  good  head  for  majler." 

To  the  account  I  have  given  of  the  feveral  Indian  Servant s.^  for  the  better 
knowledge  of  a  country  now  fo  interefting  to  Great  Britain.,  I  beg  leave  to 
add  a  few  particulars  relative  to  the  nature  and  genius  of  their  Mechanics.-— ‘ 
The  Cloth-merchants,  forfo  they  are  there  termed,  feldom  or  never  make  ufe 
of  a  yard  or  meafure  of  any  kind,  but  mete  out  every  thing  by  the  cubit, 
which,  in  well-proportioned  people,  is  the  fpace  between  the  elbov^^  and  the 
tip  of  the  middle  finger  j  and  this  they  do  with  fuch  exaflnefs,  as  not  to  err 
perhaps  a  yard  In  a  piece  of  yo  cubits.  It  is  alfo  the  cuftom  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  as  it  is  in  moft  of  the  country  towns  in  England,  to  oblige  the 
taylor  to  come  home,  and  work  at  your  own  houfe  :  but  on  viewing  the  mifer- 
able  condition  of  fome  of  this  tradefman’s  tools,  his  rufty  feifiarsin  particular; 
and  how  loofely  riveted,  you  would  think  it  impolTible  for  him  ever  to  cut 
out  a  coat  with  them:  It  is  much  the  fame  with  all  his  other  implements  ;  but 
in  fpite  of  every  inconvenience  he  labours  under,  xhft  Indian  x.2iy\or  is  fo  exact 
an  imitator,  that  he  feldom  or  ever  fails  to  give  entire  fatisfaftion.  And  this 
is  the  more  furprizing,  as  he  never,  raeafures  you.;  he- only  afles  rnafier  for 
mufterf  as  he  terms  it,  that  is,  for  a  pattern,  and  they  will  be  fure  to  keep 
exactly  to  it,  be  the  falhion  thereof  ever  fo  extravagant. 

The  fame  obfervation  holds  true  with  refpedl  to  the  Carpenter,  Black  fmitJj-, 
and  many  other  mechanics.  It  is  aftonifhing  how  exadlly  they  will  copy  any 
thing  you  give  them,  though  they  fcarce  know  the  ufe  of  ten  tools,  and 
though  the  few  they  have,  are  always  in.  bad  condition.  Every  thing  they 
undertake,  they  keep  a  long  time  in  hand  however,  which  is  entirely  owing 
to  their  own  obftinacy  and  abfurdity  ;  for  they  will  never  be  put  out  of  their 
old  way  of  working ;  and  fliould  you  be  ever  fo  defirous  of  inftrufling  them; 
or  fhewing  them  a  more  expeditious  method,  they  will  be  fure  to  plead  the 
cuftom  of  their  forefathers,  for  which  they  have  fo  great  a  veneration,  that 
they  v/ere  never  known  even  in  a  fingle  inftance  to  depart  from  it.  Hence  it 
is  eafy  to  conclude,  that  they  muft  alv/ays  remain  poor.  Whenever  therefore 
you  employ  them,  you  are  always  obliged  firft  to  give  them  in  hand,  by  way 
of  expedition  money,-  commonly  half  of  what  your  bargain  comes  to:  and 
befides  this,  if  the"  tradefman  you  employ  be  in  want  of  the  neceflary  mate¬ 
rials,  (which  is  too  often  the  cafe)  you  are  then  under  a  neceflity  of  fupplying 
him  with  three  parts,  if  not  the  whole  money  beforehand;  This  is  a  cuftom 
frequently  attended  with  many  inconveniences;  for  under  the  fandlion  there¬ 
of,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  thefe  tricking  mechanics  to  go  about  from  houfe 
to  houfe  borrowing  money,  though  at  the  fame  time  they  do  not  intend  to 
touch  the  promifed  work  with  one  of  their  fingers.  The  Silver-fmith,  in 
regard  to  his  fmall  ftock  in  trade,  is  exaclly  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the 
reft  of  his  neighbours :  he  has  not  the  leaft  article  in  his  ftiop  to  indicate  his 
profeflion ;  if  you  want  any  thing  to  be  made  by  him,  he  too  will  afk  for 
mnjlerf  and  you  muft  alfo  furnifti  him  with  as  many  rupees,  or  other  filver 
li  to.- 
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to  nick  down,  as  will  enable  him  to  go  through  with  the  work.  The  Barber 
.  however  Teems  to  be  an  exception  to  all  the  other  mechanics  here  •,  I  mean 
v/ith  reTpedl  to  the  condition  of  his  tools  and  {having  tackle.  He  doth  not 
go  about  in  this  country,  as  in  England,  with  a  large  pewter  bafon  under  one 
arm,  a  wig-box  under  the  other,  a  water  velTel  in  his  right  hand,  and  a 
powder-bag  in  his  left.  The  fliaver  and  powderer  here  are  two  diftinbc  trades. 
The  former,  for  his  extraordinary  apparatus,  is  worth  remarking  :  when  he 
enters  your  houfe,  if  you  did  not  know  him  before,  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to 
guefs  at  his  profeflion.  The  implements  he  ufes,  fuch  as  8  or  lo  razors, 
an  hone,  an  oil-bottle,  two  leather-ftmps,  a  little  looking  glafs,  two  or  three 
towels,  his  beetel-nut,  beetel-leaf,  chunam-box,  foap  and  little  brafs-bafon, 
are  all  contained  in  the  girdle  that  is  round  his  middle.  His  manner  of 
operation  is  (till  more  extraordinary,  for  he  beats  up  a  lather  on  your 
head,  not  in  the  bafouj  which  is  no  bigger  than  a  large  tea-cup  *,  and  fhaves 
you  eafier  than  ever  I  experienced  from  any  of  the  profeiTion  in  England. 


Upon  the  whole,  though  the  Endian  mechanics  are  by  no  means  deficient 
in  the  handicraft  arts,  yet  their  talents  feem  to  be  only  of  a  fecond  rate  kind. 
In  many  refpefts  they  certainly  do  not  come  up  to  the  dexterity  of  Euro¬ 
pean  artifts,  particularly  in  thofe  works  where  great  accuracy  is  required. 
They  likewife  labour  under  a  poverty  of  genius  which  makes  them  dull  at 
invention,  but  at  the  fame  time  it  muli  be  acknowledged,  that  they  are  moib 
admirable  copyifts,  and  indeed  their  principal  excellency  Teems  to  lie  that 
way. 


The  {kill  of  their  phyfical  people  is  very  mean.  Mr.  Ehomas  2Lnd  I  once 
employed  one  of  the  black  dodtors  to  procure  us  a  lift  of  fuch  medicines  as  they 
ufed  in  their  pradtice.  Inftead  of  this,  he  brought  with  him  a  number  of  leaves, 
plants,  barks,  roots  of  trees,  dd’e.  which,  he  told  us,  they  generally  made  ufe  of 
in  decodtions ;  and  that  their  common  method  of  pradtice  was,  if  one  root, 
leaf,  or  herb  failed,  to  put  in  others  of  different  forts.  In  fevers,  he  added, 
they  ufed  pepper,  and  fuch-like  inflammatory  fubftances.  We  enquired  whether 
they  had  any  written  accounts  of  their  method  of  pradtice ;  he  told  us  they 
had,  and  brought  us  a  large  book,  made  up  of  a  number  of  leaves  of  the 
Palmita  tree,  fuch  as  they  keep  their  accounts  upon,  part  of  which  we  after¬ 
wards  got  tranflated  by  a  black  Conucopola  or  clerk.  It  was  written  in  the 
high  Eajiern  ftile,  and  began  with  giving  great  praifes  to  the  Almighty  for 
the  wonderful  formation  of  man  :  it  then  went  on  with  obferving  that  this 
formed  man  was  divided  into  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  parts  *,  tern 
thoufand  of  which  were  made  up  of  veins  ;  ten  thoufand  of  nerves  ;  feven- 
teen  thoufand  of  blood  i  a  certain  number  of  bones,  choler,  lymph,  dsfr.. 

i^c.  And  all  this  was  laid  down  without  form  or  order,  either  of  hif- 
tory,  'difeafe  or  treatment.  We  found  this  to  be  all  the  written  account  they 
have  of  phyfic  *,  which  they  never  ftudy,  but,  like  the  other  calls,  the  Ton  of 
a  doflor  is  a  dodor  alfo,,  and  fo  he  will  continue  to  be  from  generation  tO‘ 


gperation.. 


The- 
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1755.  The  cLiftom  of  inoculating  for  the  Smdll-pox  among  the  natives,  fhough 
not  common  in  other  parts  of  the  Eafi  Indies^  is  frequent  in  Bengal  \  and 
xhe  manner  of  performing  the  operation  is  in  many  refpeclis  fingular,- 
.and  difterent  from  tiiat  now  pradifed  in  Eng^land.  They  take,  as  Mr. 
'Thomas  and  I  were  informed,  fome  matter  from  the  pock  of  a  perfon 
who  has  the  difeafe  in  a  favourable  way,  and  put  it  into  a  phial  or  gallipot. 
They  then  dip  the  point  of  a  needle  in  this  matter,  and  with  it  prick  the 
perfon  intended  to  be  inoculated  feveral  times  in  a  circle,  on  the  flefhy  part 
of  the  arm.  If  he  be  a  grown  perfon,  they  prick  him  in  both  arms.  After 
,.the  blood  is  wiped  away,  they  rub  fome  more  matter  on  the  part,  and  order 
•the  patient  to  bathe  in  cold  water  three  times  a  day,  and  to  live  on  the  mofl: 
xooling  things  he  can  polTibly  procure,  fuch  as  water-melons,  cucumbers,, 
rice,  Vv'atcr,  iSc.  As  foon  however  as  the  fever  comes  on,  which  happens 
.;about  the  fifth  or  fevench  day,  the  patient  is  ordered  to  leave  off  bathing  and 
the  cool  diet,  and  to  live  on  milk  and  fugar  :  the  fever  generally  lafts  three 
Aays,  and  then  goes  quite  off.  On  the  fecond  day  after  the  pock  has 
appeared,  they  wafn  the  whole  body  with  cold  water,  which  fills  the 
puft ules ;  and  this  they  do  for  the  three  fucceeding  days,  two  or  three  times 
each  day,  continuing  the  fame  regimen  of  milk  and  fugar  for  diet.  When 
the  pock  is  drying  off,  they  fprinkle  the  patient  with  rofe-waterv  or  when 
this  cannot  be  had,  wnh  the  o't  Suit amullie^  Sudlapot^  Cubnee^  and  root 
of  green  Turmeric.  If  the  pock  be  very  thick,  they  give  the  patient  jean-fe^ds 
to  chew,  and  frequently  tie  Bang-\e2cves  (which  is  a  kind  of  hemp)  on  the  parts 
n:iofi:  afi'cdled.  It  is  a  common  pradice  among  the  Portuguefe.,  and  fome  of 
the  Indians  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  when  the  pock  is  fairly  turned,  to  lay  on 
wood  and  cow-dung  allies  very  thick,  which  they  think  imbibe  the  matter, 
.and  make  the  fcab  fall  off  the  more  ealily.  They  leave  it  to  nature  to 
jdifengage  herfelf  from  this  compound  of  afhes  and  puftulary  difeharge. 
Their  hopes  of  a  cure  from  this  method,  feem  to  be  founded  on  the  fuppofed 
antiputrefeent  and  abforbent  quality  of  the  aflies.  I  refer  it  to  better 
judges  to  determine  whether  this  pradice  be  rational  or  not  j  however,  in 
general  the  pati.ents  recover  from  this  loathfome  diforder. 


C  H  A  P, 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

^he  fq_uadron  falls  from  Madrafs/^r  Trinconomale  in  Ceylon. — Befcription  of 
that  harbour  and  if  and. — Account  of  the  Cinnamon-tree.,  &c.  with  the  minerals^ 
and  vegetable  and  animal  produblions. — F articular  defcription  of  the  Elephant 
and  Fyger,  and  various  forts  of  venomous  infedis,  &c, 

ON  the  coafl:  of  Coromandel.^  the  N.  E.  monfoon  *  blows  from  November  1755. 

to  March  or  April.,  and  fometimes  to  May.,  when  the  S.  W.  monfoon 
commences.  Along  this  coaft  the  current  generally  fets  with  the  wind  *,  to  the 
northward  in  the  S.  W.  monfoon,  and  to  the  fouthward  in  the  N.  E.  mon¬ 
foon.  To  avoid  the  danger  that  might,  and  too  frequently  doth  enfue  from 
the  fhifting  of  the  monlbon,  we  failed  from  Madrafs  the  7th  of  April.,  in 
company  with  the  Cumberland.,  Fyger.,  Salifbury  and  Bridgewater.,  for  Brin- 
conomale  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.,  and  on  the  2 2d  of  the  fame  month  came  to 
an  anchor  in  that  harbour.  At  five  in  the  afternoon  Mynheer  Van  Beaumount 
the  governor  came  on  board  to  congratulate  the  admiral  on  his  fafe  arrival  at 
trinconomale.,  and  to  offer  him  every  affiftance  •the  place  afforded.  At  his 
leaving  the  fhip  we  faluted  him  with  13  guns.  He  afterwards  w'aited  on 
Commodore  on  board  the  Cumberland.,  and  at  his  taking  leave  of  him, 

was  faluted  by  the  fame  number  of  guns.  The  next  day  the  admiral  and 
commodore,  attended  by  all  the  captains  of  the  fquadron,  waited  on  the 
governor  at  the  fort  •,  they  were  received  in  the  great  hall  with  trumpets, 
drums,  and  three  vollies  of  fmall  arms.  After  drinking  coffee,  tea,  and  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine,  they  took  their  leave.  They  were  complimented,  both 
at  their  entering  and  quitting  the  fort,  with  a  difcharge  of  2 1  guns. 

trinconomale  harbour  is  a  very  good  one  for  fliips  to  put  into  when  in 
diftrefs,  and  perhaps  is  better  calculated  for  wooding  and  watering  a  fqua¬ 
dron,  than  any  other  in  the  Eafi  Indies.  It  very  much  refembles  that  of 
Portfmcuth.,  and  is  almofl  quite  land-locked  ;  but  this  laft  circumftance,  in  fo 


*  There  is  a  fpeciesof  winds  obfervable  in  the  Indian  feas,  within  the  tropics,  called  by  the 
failors  monfoons,  which  during  fix  months  of  the  year  blow  one  way  ;  and  the  remaining  fix 
the  other. 

The  occafion  of  them  in  general  is  this :  when  the  fun  approaches  the  northern  tropic, 
there  are  feveral  countries,  as  Arabia,  Perjia,  India,  &:c.  which  become  hotter,  and  refiedt 
more  heat  than  the  feas  beyond  the  equator,  which  the  fun  has  left;  the  winds  therefore, 
inftead  of  blowing  from  thence  to  the  parts  under  the  equator,  blow  the  contrary  way ;  and 
when  the  fun  leaves  thofe  countries,  and  draws  near  the  other  tropic,  the  winds  turn  about, 
and  blow  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  compafs.  At  the  time  of  the  fhifting  of  thefe  winds,  the 
Indian  fea?  are  very  fubjedl  to  be  tempelluous,  and  the  navigation  becomes  very  unfafe. 

Rowning’s  Natural  Philofophy,  vol.  i. 

hot 
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*755‘  hot  a  climate,  may  be  rather  reckoned  an  inconvenience,  for  hereby  the  free 
\ circulation  of  the  fea-breezes,  fo  necelfary  to  refrefh  the  men  on  board  the 
fliips,  is  greatly  obftrufled.  The  trade  of  this  port  is  very  inconfiderable  *, 
and  it  is  manifeft  that  the  foie  view  of  the  Dutch  in  fortifying  this  and  the 
feveral  bays  and  rivers  round  the  ifland,  is  to  prevent  other  nations  from 
fettling  here,  or  having  any  commerce  with  the  natives. 

Idle  ifland  of  Ceylon  is  very  large,  being  250  miles  long,  and  200  broad. 
The  inner  part  of  it  is  in  poflelTion  of  the  natives,  who  are  of  the  Gentoo  reli¬ 
gion,  and  they  call  their  king  the  king  of  Candy.  The  Dutch  having  taken 
care  to  fecure  to  themfelves  the  whole  fea-coaft,  endeavour  to  reconcile  him 
to  their  converting  the  rich  -fpices  of  his  country  to  their  own  advantage,  by 
making  him  frequent  pirfents ;  but  fometimes  they  have  found  him  very 
refradory,  and  their  fucceeding  in  this  important  point  has  been  attended 
with  great  difficulties. 

'  There  are  many  trees  of  different  kinds  to  be  met  with  on  this  ifland,  fuch 
as  the  euphorhium^  tulip-tree^  ebony^  redwood,  cajjia,  cocoa-nut,  cotton,  lime, 
man.goe,  citron,  and  black  and  yellow  teak',  thefe  laft  have  a  moft  beautiful 
grain,  but  are  fo  hard  as  to  be  very  deftrudive  to  the  cabinet-maker’s  tools. 
But  the  tree  peculiar  to  this  ifland,  and  which  has  proved  the  fource  of  inex- 
hauftible  riches  to  the  Dutc]^,  is  the  Cinnamon,  which  grows  wild  in  every 
wood  on  thefouth  weft  part  n^d.'c  Columbo,  but  there  are  few  to  be  found  near 
Trinconomale.  This  tree  is  propagated  by  a  bird’s  eating  of  the  fruit,  part 
of  which  he  difcharges  again,  and  afterwards  the  feeds  of  it  take  root.  It 
grows  fomewhat  like  our  common  hazel  j  the  leaves  refemble  thofe  of  the 
laurel,  but  with  this  difference,  that  they  have  only  three  fibres  in  their 
compofition.  According  to  fome,  it  has  three  barks ;  but  all  agree  that  it 
has  two.  What  they  ftrip  from  trees  of  a  middling  growth,  is  the  beft 
Cinnamon.  The  very  young  trees  are  not  fit  for  rinding,  and  the  old  ones 
they  cut  down  for  firewood.  From  the  root  of  this  tree,  the  Camphor  a  is 
extraded.  But  the  greateft  quantity  of  this  laft  drug  is  brought  from 
Sumatra,  where  it  is  fold  in  fmall  flat  cakes,  at  the  enormous  price  of  4/. 
fterling  an  ounce.  One  pound  of  this  genuine  gum,  Mr.  Dhomas  was  told, 
will  produce  an  hundred  pounds  of  fuch  as  is  brought  to  us  from  the 
Indies  after  adulteration. 

Coffee  alfo  grows  wild  here  •,  as  do  the  trees  and  plants  which  produce 
Balfam.  Capivi,  Dacca, 

Gambogiiim,  Cinquenornale . 

Not  having  heard  of  this  laft  before,  Thomas  imagined  it  to  be  a  name  given 
by  the  natives  to  a  certain  drug.  A  Dutch  furgeon  refiding  here,  ffiewed  him 
a  balfam  or  oil  extraded  from  it -by  diftillation,  and  which  he  affured  him 
was  a  very  good  medicine  in  a  paralytic  numbnefs.  This  gentleman  alfo 
prefented  liim  with  a  fample  of  a  gum  growing  here,  which  he  called  Badule 

he 


J 
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2ic  told  me  it  was  but  lately  noticed,  and  that  as  yet  they  knew  not  the  ufe  1755. 

of  It*  ^11  I  I  — 

Every  morning  and  evening  we  were  gratified  with  a  fine  odour  from  the 
trees  that  were  in  bloom.  At  firft  we  took  them  for  the  cinnamon^  but  they 
proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  common  flowering  flirubs,  of  which  the 
whole  ifland  is  full.  The  foil  between  the  hills,  which  are  very,  high  and 
rocky,  is  a  fat  red  earth*,  and  the  vallies  are  extremely  pleafant, ' having  a 
clear  rivulet  running  almoft  through  every  one  of  them.  Here  are  alfo 
veins  of  black  chryftal,  intermixed  with  fpar,  and  iron,  and  fome  black 
lead,  and  copper  ores.  I  am  almoft  perfuaded  alfo  that  this  country  produces 
tin,  for  Mr.  Thomas  who  was  a  Cormjh  gentleman,  and  particularly 
curious  in  fuch  matters,  aflTured  me,  that  during  his  ftay  on  the  ifland,  he 
picked  up  as  fine  a  piece  of  ore  of  that  kind  as  ever  he  had  feen  in 
Corn^jualy  and  that  he  intended  carrying  it  home  with  him  in  order  to 
Ihew  it  as  a  fample.  1  fhall  only  add,  that  if  this  very  valuable  com¬ 
modity  is  really  to  be  met  with  in  this  country,  it  is  aftonilhing  that  the 
crafty  Hollander  fhould  not  as  yet  have  found  it  out,  who  was  never  known 
to  fpare  pains  in  difeoveries  of  any  kind,  as  this  would  manifeftly  turn  out 
to  his  inexpreflible  advantage.  The  illand  alfo  produces  topazeSy  rubies y 
garnetSy  &c.  which  the  inhabitants  difeover  by  wafhing  the  foil  they  grow  in. 

Neither  harp-Jhells  nor  vent  el-traps  are  found  here,  but  numbers  of  painted 
cocklesy  and  others  which  are  commonly  called  the  panama-Jhells. 

We  found  the  country  to  abound  alfo  with  many  uncommon  curiofities^ 
particularly  the  creeping  leaf :  This  is  certainly  a  fpecies  of  the  gralhopper; 
it  has  every  member  you  fee  in  common  infedls,  fuch  as  head,  legs,  wings, 
and  body,  and  of  a  pale  green  cplour,  but  yet  in  lhape  and  appearance 
exadly  refembles  a  leaf.  ^ 

A  great  variety  both  of  wild  and  tame  fowl  are  to  be  met  with  here, 
and  which  are  fold  at  a  low  price.  A  dozen  of  fowls,  or  five  ducks,  for  a 
rupeey  not  -quite  a  half  crown  of  Englijb  money.  The  bay,  which  has  many 
coves,  abounds  in  fiih,  efpecially  the  cavallyy  and  furmullet -y  thefe'are  to 
be  had  very  cheap.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  fruits  of  the  ifland, 
fuch  as  pine-applesy  jacksy  hananoesy  cocoa-nutSy  mangoesy  &c.  &c.  A  pne- 
apple  may  be  bought  for  a  penny  or  lefs,  and  all  the  other  fruits  in  propor¬ 
tion.  Money  is  the  fame  here  as  in  Holland 'y  they  have  only  a  different 
way  of  reckoning,  as  8  doit  to  a  cajloy  1 2  cafa  to  a  rupee.  A  rupee  goes  but 
for  two  Ihillings  fterling,  or  four  fchillings  Butch 'y  96  doit  make  a  rupee. 

Common  deer  they  have  here,  in  great  abundance,  and  alfo  Guinea  deer, 
but  few  other  horned  cattle,  and  thefe  too  very  fraall.  We  killed  fix  of 

•  The  author  is  obliged  to  Mr.  Thomas  for  moft  of  the  obfervations  made  on  the  country 
jpear  Colutabo. 
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1755.  their  oxen  one  day  during  our  flay  zt  Trine onomale^  and  the  weight  of  the 
-V- — ■>  whole  amounted  but  to  7  14  pounds.  One  of  them  weighed  only  70  pounds. 
How  different  were  thefe  little,  defpicable  animals,  from  the  oxen  which 
we  flaughtered  at  'Madagafcar,  each  of  which  weighed  from  6  to  700 
pounds  and  upwards But  however  fmall  and  contemptible  the  breed 
of  bullocks  may  be  on  this  ifland,  nature  feems  to  have  made  her  full 
amends  in  the  ftupendous  fize  of  her  elephants,  which  are  faid  to  be  the 
largeft  of  any  in  the  known  world 

The  Elephant  is  certainly  the  mod  extraordinary  of  all  animals,  and 
well  merits  a  particular  defeription.  His  body  is  heavy  and  grofs,  gene¬ 
rally  of  a  dark,  dirty  colour  •,  and  though,  when  arrived  at  full  growth, 
he  is  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  high,  and  from  eighteen  to  twenty  in 
circumference,  yet  his  head  is  dill  larger  in  proportion ;  and  what  is 
more  extraordinary,  his  eye  is  no  bigger  than  that  of  an  hog,  which  it 
exadlly  refembles.  His  legs  are  like  four  large  columns,  rather  long  than 
fliort,  and  jointed  like  a  cat’s  jud  above  the  feet,  which  are  round  at  their 
bottoms,  and  do  not  fpread  much  beyond  the  bulk  of  the  legs.  His  ears 
are  flat,  hanging  down,  and  furprizingly  large  •,  the  tail  is  fmall,  but 
long,  with  a  few  bridles  at  the  end.  At  the  two  corners  of  his  mouth 
grow  two  large  tufks  or  teeth,  which  are  what  we  call  ivory  •,  thefe 
are  fix  or  feven  feet  long  in  the  male  elephant  \  in  the  female  they 
are  feldom  half  that  length.  But  the  mod  extraordinary  part  of  this 
animal  is  his  prohofeis  or  trunk,  which  is  long  and  hollow  like  a  trumpet, 

'  and  ferves  him  indead  of  a  hand  f  to  feed  himfelf,  being  able  to 
move  it  with  incredible  agility  and  drength,  and  to  take  up  therewith 
the  fmalled  thing  from  the  ground,  by  means  of  a  little  point,  which 
he  can  twid  round  it.  His  common  food  is  leaves  of  trees,  grafs,  corn, 
and  fugar-canes,  of  which  lad  he  is  particularly  fond.  Notwithdanding 
the  unwieidinefs  of  this  bead,  his  motions  are  very  alert,  and  he  walks 
with  great  eafe,  fad  enough  to  keep  a  man  on  a  good  run.  Many 
incredible  dories  are  related  by  ancient  authors  of  the  docility  and  inge¬ 
nuity  of  this  half-reafoning  animal.  They  are  faid  to’  be  fufceptible  of  affec¬ 
tion,  fondnefs,  gratitude  and  modedy.  There  is  nothing  but  they  may  be 
taught:  Arrian^  an  author  of  veracity,  relates,  that  he  had  feen  an  elephant 
dance  with  two  cymbals  fadened  to  his  legs,  which  he  touched  alternately  in 
cadence  with  his  trunk,  and  that  many  others  of  the  fame  fpecies  gambol’d' 
round  him,  keeping  time  with  an  adonifhing  exadlnefs. 

Pliny  too,  fpeaking  of  the  elephant  which  carried  Porus  in  the  battle  he 
fought  againd  Alexander  the  Greats  tells  us,  that  perceiving  his  mader 
quite  finking  under  the  wounds  which  he  had  received,  he  lowered  him- 

^  Elephantas  ii  multo  majores  erant  quam  quos  fert  India.  Flinius-,. 

f  Manus  data  elephantls,  quia  propter  magnitudinem  corporis  difficiles  aditus  habebant 
sd  paftum..  Clc.  de  Nau  Dcor,  lib..  2.  1 23. 
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felf,  that  he  might  fet  his  mafter  down  without  hurting  him,  and  pulled  1755. 
out  the  arrows  v/hich  ftuck  in  him  with  his  trunk;  at  length  perceiving  ’ — -v*- 
him  to  faint  through  lofs  of  blood,  he  placed  him  again  upon  his  back, 
and  conveyed  him  in  fafety  to  the  camp  :  A  moft  amazing  inftance 
of  the  docility  and  gratitude  of  the  elephmt.  No  wonder  therefore  that 
the  ancients  made  ufe  of  them  in  war,  and  fometimes  with  great  fuccefs', 
but  fince  the  invention  of  fire-arms  they  have  not  been  found  of  equal  ufe 
as  formerly ;  for  they  are  remarkably  terrified  at  fire,  and  will  at  the  fight 
of  it,  frequently  turn  back  upon  their  friends,  and  overthrow  every  thing 
that  Hands  in  their  way.  They  are  chiefly  ufed  at  prefent  for  the  fording 
deep  rivers,  and  carrying  over  the  baggage  on  their  backs.  After  the 
keepers  have  loaded  them  with  feveral  hundred  weight,  they  fallen  ropes 
to  them,  of  which  the  foldiers  taking  hold,  either  fwim,  or  are  drawm 
acrofs  the  river.  Jn  time  of  adion,  they  now  and  then  fix  an  heavy  iron 
chain  to  the  end  of  their  trunks,  which  they  whirl  round  with  fuch  agility, 
as  to  make  it  impolTible  for  an  enemy  to  approach  them  at  that  time. 
Another  ufe  they  (till  have  for  this  creature  in  war,  is,  to  force  open  the 
gates  of  a  city  or  garrifon  which  is  clofely  befieged.  This  he  does  by 
fetting  his  backfide  againft  them,  riggling  backwards  and  forwards  with 
his  whole  weight,  till  he  has  burll  the  bars,  and  forced  an  entrance :  ta 
prevent  which,  moft  of  the  garrilbns  in  this  country,  have  large  fpikes 
ftuck  in  their  gates,  that  projed  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  However, 
after  all,  thofe  prodigious  animals  are  kept  more  for  fhew  and  grandeur 
than  for  ufe,  and  their  keeping  is  attended  with  a  very  great  expence, 
for  they  devour  vatt  quantities  of  provifion  ;  and  you  mull  fometimes  regale 
them  with  a  plentiful  repaft  of  cinnamon^  of  which  they  are  excelfively  fond. 

I  have  been  told,  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  with  a  Nabobs  if  he  has  a 
mind  to  ruin  a  private  gentleman,  to  make  him  a  prefent  of  an  elephant 
which  he  is  ever  afterwards  obliged  to  maintain  at  a  greater  expence  than 
he  can  afford  :  by  parting  with  it,  he  would  certainly  fall  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  the  grandee,  befides  forfeiting  all  the  honour  which  his  country¬ 
men  think  is  conferred  upon  him  by  fo  refpedable  a  prefent. 

The  notions  of  the  Indians  concerning  the  elephant  are  various.  It  has’ 
been  in  all  ages,  and  is  to  this  day,  the  cuftom  of  the  oriental  nations,  to 
wrap  up  all  tlteir  wifdom  in  fliort  fentences  or  proverbs,  allegories  and 
parables.  Some  of  the  Indians  literally  believe  that  the  globe  of  the  world 
is  fupported  by  an  elephant ;  which  notion  probably  had  its  rife  from  a 
proverb  of  theirs  to  that  purpofe,  but  which  certainly  meant  no  more,  than 
that  the  commerce  of  their  country  depended  in  a  great  meafure  upon 
elephants.  I  could  not  but  remark  too,  that  in  almoft  all  their  Pagodas,  or 
places  of  worfliip,  they  have  the- image  of  this  creature  depifted  on  the 
walls.  Some  imagine,  that  they  place  the  elephant  here  as  an  emblem  of 


*  - Eutrapelus  cuicunque  nocere  volebat, 

Velfimenta  dabat  pretiofa- -  Ho  a,  Epiji*  xvlii.  lib.  i. 
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■  1755*  God*5  omnifcience;  while  others  rather  think' that  they  pay  adoration  tO’ 

V him,  as  being  endowed  with  greater  fagacity  than  themfelves,  and  therefore 
pray  to  him  for  a  portion  of  his  wifdom.  The  natives  relate  another 
jnftance  of  the  docility  of  thefe  creatures,  that  in  marching  with  an  army^ 
they  gather  up  every  flick  of  fize  they  meet  with  on  the  road,  which  towards 
the  evening  is  fometimes  increafed  to  a  faggot  large  enough  to.  drefs  all 
the  provifions  for  that  night. 

But  not  to  mention  any  more  of  the  multitude  of  things  reported  of 
them  the  following  particulars  are  what  I  obferved  myfelf.  They  gene¬ 
rally  fiand  under  the  fhadow  of  fome  fpreading  tree,  to  prevent  their 
being  flung  by  the  little  ant,  which,  notwithftanding  their  gigantic  fize  and 
bulk,  is  a  great  terror  to  them.  To  prevent  his  crawling  about  them,  they 
are  continually  taking  up  dull  or  fand  in  their  trunk,  and  throwing  it  over, 
their  heads  and  backs-,  nay  they  fometimes  take  a  whifp  of  flraw  or  grafs,  and 
brufh  themfelves  down  with  it  behind,  whilll  with  their  briflly  tail  they  fweep 
their  fore-parts.  When  you  firfl  approach  them,  they  are  taught  by  their  keeper 
to  make  their  Salaam  or  obedience  to  you,  which  is  done  by  falling  almofl: 
backwards,  and  making  a  prodigious  eru(5lation  or  rattling  in  the  throat, 
not  much  unlike  the  firfl  breaking  of  thunder.  The  keeper  then  mounts 
his  fhoulders,  which  he  could  not  pofiibly  do  without  the  elephant's,  affiflance-, 
who  for  that  purpofe  crooks  one  of  his  legs ;  the  keeper’s  firfl  flep  is  made 
on  his  lower  joint,  the  next  on  his^knee,  and  he  then  fprings  upon  his  back, 
laying  hold  of  the  flap  of  his  ear.  After  the  elephant  has  performed  many 
tricks  at  the  word  of  command,,  then,  to  fhew  you  how  capable  he  is  of 
picking  up  the  mofl  minute  thing  with  his  trunk,  you  are  defired  to  lay 
a  filver  fanam  upon  the  ground  :  this,  which  is  the  fmalleft  of  all  coins,  the 
elephant  iasis,  about  for  till  he  finds,  then  takes  hold  of  it,  and  gives  it  to 
the  keeper,  as  feated  upon  his  back.  He  laft  of  all  throws  out  his  trunk 
to  its  full  length,  by  way  of  fhaking  hands  with  you,  and  thus  the  cere¬ 
mony  is  ended.  Another  circumflance  I  obferved  was,  that  whenever  they 
drank,  they  always  firfl  flirred  the  water,  and  made  it  foul  with  their  feet: 
The  reafon  for  their  doing  this,  is,  that  the  gravel  and  fmall  flones  which  they- 
hereby  fwallow,  help  to  digefl  their  food  j  and  not,  as-  fome  alledge,  that 
they  render  the  water  muddy,  becaufe  they  hate  to  fee  their  own. figure  in 
that  element  One  more  particular  relating  to  thefe  aipmals,.  is  their 
furprizing  age.  If  we  could  depend  upon  what  we  are  told  by  'Philofiratus^, 
ioshis  life  of  Apollonius  ‘Tyaneus^  and  believe  that  this  great  traveller  faw 
th^'  very  elephant  on  which  Poms  rode  in  the  battle  againfl  Alexander^ 
that  elephant  muft  have  been  above  400  years  of  age.  That  they  live 
till  between  2  and  300  years  is  flrongly  believed;,  and  it  is  certain,  that 
they  are  in  -  full  vigour,  at  much  above  an  hundred  :  but  it  feems  that 
nothing  can  be  faid  with  certainty  as  to  the  exaft  time  that  they  ufually 
live  :  whenever  I  afked  any  of  the  Indians  a  queflion  relative  to  this 
fubje6l,  they  always  anfwered  me,  “  This  elephant  was  tny  great-grand- 
Jather'sP 
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The  natives  catch  the  elephant  by  the  following  method :  they  have  two 
places  ftrongly  inclofed  •,  one  contains  feveral  acres  of  land,  the  other  is  ' 
but  fmall.  When  they  intend  to  hunt,  which  they  always  do  in  the  night, 
they  go  in  a  large  company,  with  each  man  a  veflel  of  fire  on  his  head^ 
As  foon  as  the  elephant  fees  the  light,  he  purfues  v  the  man  that  is  fingled 
out  runs  into  the  large  inclofure,  there  drops  his  fire,  and  retires  to  a  tree ; 
the  elephant  prefently  employs  himfclf  in  trampling  and  fcattering  about 
the  fire.  When  they  have  a  fufficient  number  of  them  in  the  large  inclofure, 
they  fltut  up  the  firft  paflage,  and  then  decoy  the  elephants  one  by  one  into 
the  fmall  place,  where  they  get  ropes  about  them,  and  by  the  help  of 
tame  elephants  convey  them  home.  Sometimes,  however,  the  men  are 
overtaken  before  they  reach  the  inclofure,  when  they  throw  down  the  fire,, 
and  fly  to  the  next  tree  for  fecurity. 

The  T^yger  alfo  is  an  inhabitant  of  Ceylon  this  beaft,  though  fome- 
times  found  in  other  countries,  yet  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  a  native  of  the 
Eaji  Indies.  Malabar  is  the  moft  famous  for  the  breed  of  this  animal : 
there  are  it  feems  three  kinds,  but  that  which  I  am  going  to  deferibe  is  the 
largeft,  and  by  way  of  diftinflion,  is  called  the  ^yger  Royal:  his  fkin  is  of 
a  yellow,  fandy  colour,  fhining  and  glofly,  with  long  black  flfipes  •,  his 
head  and  mouth  very  large ;  eyes  exceeding  lively  *,  teeth  long  and 
yellow ;  legs  very  thick,  with  furprizing  fharp  claws ;  and  the  tail  is 
perpetually  in  motion.  Th^  female  tyger  is  faid  to  be  much  more  fierce  than 
the  male^  efpecially  when  fhe  has  young.  But  they  are  both  beads  of  prey, 
and  that  of  the  moft  cruel  and  favage  kind  *,  for  it  is  obfervable,  that  as  the 
lion  never  eats  any  creature  till  after  it  is  dead,  and  even  groans  while  he  is 
killing  it,  indicating  a  generohty  of  temper,  fo  the  tyger  tears  his  prey  to  pieces' 
while  it  is  living,  and  feems  to  delight  in  torturing  it.  if  he  meets  with  a 
dead  horfe  or  a  fheep,  he  will  not  touch  it  *,  but  if  a  tyge'r\  tygrefs^  and 
their  young  fall  in  with 'an  herd  of  cattle,  or  flock  of  flieep,  they  are 
fure  to  make  a  terrible  havoc  among  them  •,  for  as  they  will  only  fuck  their 
blood,  and  paunch  a  few  of  them,  they  have  been  known  to  deftroy  four- 
fcore  flieep  in  one  night.  They  generally  hide  themfelves  behind  fome 
thicket  in  an  inclofed  country,  from  whence  they  dart  out  with  incredible 
fiercenefs  either  upon  man  or  beafl  that  is  pafllng  by.  Monjieur  R'hevenot^ 
a  French  writer,  fays,  that  “  if  a  man.  ftands  boldly  upright^  without 
betraying  any  fymptoms  of  fear,  neither  lion  nor  tyger  \^\\\  venture  to  touch 
him.”  This  aflfertion  feems  to  have  no  manner  of  foundation,,  at  leaft  I 
fhould  not  chufe  to  venture  on.  the  experiment.  It  is  very  well  known, 
that  if  ten  men  are  in  company,  they  will  Angle  out  one  particular  perfon 
from  the  reft-,  and  they  alio  feldom  care  to  attack  a  white  man,  if  a  black 
man  be  among  them.  The  reafon  for  their  making  this  diflinftion,  is, 
probably,  that  they  are  better  acquainted  with  the  black  men,  and 
had  -rather  prey  upon  them,  than  upon  EuropeanSy  to  whom  they  are 
ftrangers.. 

The 
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^75.5‘  The  Vvcods-  in  this  iiland  abound  with  various  forts  of  venomous  infefts ; 

^  ’  fuch  as  fnakes^  of  an  enormous  fize  and  length ;  I  had  a  view  of  one  that 

meafured  15  feet  in  length,  and  30  inches  in  circumference  *,  fcorpions^  centi¬ 
pedes^  fpiders^  tarantulas^  &c.  1  faw  a  fpider  here  as  large  as  a  toad,  with 
brown  hair  upon  it  the  legs  were  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  large  tobacco-pipe, 
and  more  than  four  inches  long.  A  fcorpion  alfo,  which  was  taken  out  ot  a 
piece  of  wood,  was  brought  on  board  the  9th  of  May^  v/hich  mealured  8 
inches  from  head  to  tail,  exclufive  of  the  claws  ;  the  fhell  was  as  hard  as 
that  of  a  crab.  1  killed  a  centipede  here  which  was  more  than  7  inches 
Ion  g. 

The  natives  of  this  ifland  are  the  ftoutefl  Indians  I  ever  faw.  Mr.  Knox 
in  his  hiftory  reports  many  llrange  things  of  their  religion  and  cuhoms, 
none  of  which  I  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing.  He  fays,  that  “  they  have 
various  v/ays  of  treating  their  dead.  Some  burn  them,  (which  is  not 
uncommon  in  Indiad)  while  others  throw  their  limbs  up  into  the  forks  of 
large  trees.”  Titis  may  be  true,  becaufe  when  our  wood-cutters  were 
once  hewing  down  a  (tick  of  timber,  there  fell  from  it,  the  fcull,  and  many 
bones  of  an  human  body  •,  and  I .  alfo  faw  here  a  human  body  hanging 
on  a  tree. 


Other  hidorians  relate,  that  the  natives  of  Ceylon  feed  on  human 
flelh ',  nay  that  they  eat  the  bodies  of  their  deceafed  parents,  imagining 
that  no  other  fepulchre  is  fo  fit  for  them  as  their  own  bowels,  fince 
hereby  they  think  they  are  changed  into  their  own  fubftance,  and  live 
again  in  themfelves.  This  fhocking  cuftom  is  reported  of  the  ancient 
Scythians^  and  polTibly  it  might  have  been  ufed  by  the  old  inhabitants  of 
Ceylon^  but  it  is  now  in  both  countries  entirely  aboliflied  *,  and  yet  even  at  this 
time,  thefe  ifianders  are  faid  to  make  cups  of  their  parents  fctills  *,  with 
a  view  that  amidfi;  their  mirth  and  jollity  they  may  be  fure  to  preferve  a 
refpeclful  remembrance  of  them. — What  a  diference  has  cuftom  wrought 

between 

*  Sir  William  Temple^  in  the  2d  part  of  his  Mifcellanea,  obferves,  that  it  was  a  fixed  and 
general  opinion  among  the  weftern  Scythians,  that  all  thofe  who  gave  themfelves  up  to  war¬ 
like  actions  and  enterprifes,  to  the  conquefts  of  their  neighbours,  and  flaiighter  of  enemies, 
and  died  in  battle,  or  of  violent  deaths  upon  bold  adventures  and  refolutions,  went  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  vaft  hall  or  palace  of  Odin,  their  god  of  war,  who  eternally  kept  open 
houfe  for  all  fuch  guefts,  where  they  were  entertained  at  infinj^  tables,  in  perpetual  fealls 
and  mirth,  caroufing  every  man  in  bowls  made  of  the  fculls  of  their  enemies  they  had 
llain,  according  to  the  numbers  of  which ,  every  one  in  thefe  manfions  of  pleafure  was  the 
moft  honoured  and  the  beft  entertained. 

How  this  opinion  was  imprinted  in  the  minds  of  thefe  fierce  mortals,  and  what  effedl  it  had  upon 
their  thoughts  and  paffions,  concerning  life  and  death,  is  mod  lively  reprefented  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  twenty-ninth  ftanza’s  of  that  fong  or  epicedium  o^Rednor  Ladbrog,  one  of  their  famous 
kings,  which  he  compofed  in  the  Runic  language  about  eight  hundred  years  ago,  after  he  was 
mortally  dung  by  a  ferpent,  and  before  the  venom  feized  upon  his  vitals.  The  whole  fonnet 
is  recited  by  OlausWormius  in  his  Liter atura  Rtinica.  But  that  which  is  extraordinary  in  it  is, 
that  fuch  an  alacrity  or  pleafure  in  dying  was  never  exprefled  in  any  other  writing,  nor 
imagined  among  any  other  people.  The  two  danza’s  are  thus  tranflated  into  Latin  by  Olaus. 

STANZA 
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between  n's  and  them!  fihce  thofe  fpeflacles  which  to  ns  would  appear  ^755* 
frightful  and  melancholy,  are  to  them  familiar  and  delightful.  — y— — ^ 

The  boats  ufed  by  the  natives  of  Ceylon  are  trees  hollowed  j  but  when  the 
boat  on  account  of  the  fize  of  the  tree  is  too  fmall,  they  build  on  top  of 
it  a  trough,  fquare  at  both  ends;  they  are  about  12  or  14  inches  wide, 
and  as  many  feet  long  ;  the  tree  part  at  the  bottom  is  much  wider;  they 
have  outriggers  and  fails,  much  the  fame  as  at  Madagafcar.  There  are 
fome  boats  of  this  fcwt  much  larger,  built  between  two  trees,  with  which 
they  go  along  (bore ;  the  others  are  for  the  filhermen,  in  which  they  will 
go  many  leagues  from  the  land. 

The  Butch  (hew  you  in  Ceylon^  Adames  apple  (as  they  call  it)  ;  it  is  in 
fhape  like  the  quarter  of  an  apple  cut  out,  with  the  two  infides  a  little 
convex,  and  a  continued  ridge  round  the  two  outer  edges.  It  is  of  a 
beautiful  orange  colour,  but  of  a  poifonous  quality.  Some  writers,  induced 
by  the  exceeding  fruitfulnefs  of  the  ifland,  have  fuppofed  it  to  be 
the  feat  of  the  terreftrial  paradife :  but  this  opinion  is  not  mine :  that  it 
was  the  *Taprobana  of  the  ancients  is  not  unlikely ;  and  indeed  there  are 
llrong  reafons  for  believing  that  the  ifland  of  ‘Taprohana  and  Ceylon  is 
the  fame.  The  ancients,  particularly  Ptolomy^  obferve  that  *  ’Taprohana 
was  famous  for  producing  the  largeft  breed  of  elephants^  which  is  alfo  true 
of  Ceylon.  T aprohana  likewife  was  greatly  celebrated  for  its  fpices,  and  in 
this  refpedl  Ceylon  may  be  faid  to  rival  it,  for  it  produces  not  only  gingery 


STANZA  XXV. 

Pugnavimus  enfibus. 

Hoc  ridere  me  facit  Temper 
Quod  Balderi  patris  fcamna 
Parata  fcio  in  aula. 

Bibimus  cerevifiam  ' 

Ex  concavis  crateribus  craniorum: 

Non  gemit  vir  fortis  contra  mortem 
i‘  Magnifici  in  Odini  domibus, 

Non  venio  defperabundus 
Verbis  ad  Othini  aulam. 

STANZA  XXIX. 

Eert  animus  finire, 

Invitant  me  Dyfe 
Quas  ex  Odini  aula 

Othinus  mihi  mifit  ^ 

Lsetus  cerevifiam  cum  Afis 
•  -  ’  In  fumma  fede  bibam, 

Vitse  elapfae  funt  horse, 

Ridens  moriar. 

*  Eft  in  finu  Gangetlco,  Narfingas  regno  adverfa,  Ce^on,  novem  regnis  diftimfta,  antiquis 
taprohana  difta.  Cluveru  Geograp.  lib.  V. 
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^'755‘  pepper*  and  cardamoms,  but  cinnamon  alfo,  and  the  fineft  in  the  world. 

V— Again,  Taprobana  is  faid  to  have  abounded  with  precious  fiones\  fo  does 
Ceylon  -j- ;  and  its  rubies,  topazes,  and  fapphires  in  particular  are  reckoned 
the  beft  in  the  Eafi  Indies.  1‘aproha.na  is  celebrated  for  its  great  fertility, 
and  in  this  Ceylon  is  not  at  all  behind  it,  for  from  the  luxuriance  of  the 
foil,  they  have  five  kinds  of  rice  which  ripen  one  after  another.  From 
all  the  above  circumftances  fo  exactly  tallying  with  each  other,  we  are  led 
to  conclude,  that  the  ifland  now  called  Ceylon,  was  die  famous  Id aprobana  of 
the  antients. 

'  *  The  pepper  grows  here  like  our  hopa,  fupported  ky  poles  ;  the  leaves  are  of  the  fhape 

of  a  common  plantain,  about  four  inches  wide,  and  the  flow'ers  are  v^ry  like  the  (lem  and 
feed  of  that  plant ;  but  when  the  pepper  fills,  it  appears  like  a  large  bunch  of  fmall  grapes 
as  they  lie  very  clofe  to  the  ftem.  One  of  theie,  accompanies  the  leaf  on  the  fame  ftalk. 

Nec  verb  ex  nomine  folo,  verum  etiam  ex  gemmis  &  margaritis  g^andioribus,  aliifque 
quae  de  laprobane  veteres  tradunt,  praecipue  verb  ex  litu,  Zeilan  efle  antiquum  Taprobmett 
apparet.  Henr.  Stephani  in  Dionyjium  Commentarius. 
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CHAP.  VI, 


^he  fquadron  leaves  Trinconomale,  and  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David  ;  is  driven 
out  to  fea,  hut  returns  fafe  to  the  road. — "The  Admiral  makes  an  excurjion 
to  Chilambaram. — Manner  of  travelling  in  India. — Defcription  of  the 
famous  Pagoda  at  Chilambaram. — Mr.  Watfon  receives  his  Majefifs  com- 
mijfion  appointing  him  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red. —  Mahomed- Ally,  Nabob 
of  Arcot,  arrives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  St.  David. — He  is  vifited 
by  the  admiral.,  &c. — He  returns  the  admirals  vijit  *,  the  manner  of  his 
reception  on  board  the  fleet.  —  Account  of  fome  particular  Indian  cufloms 
on  that  occaflon. — Account  of  the  land-wind.,  and  its  violent  effebls. 


t  aAIIE  fqnadron  having  fpent  near  three  weeks  at  Ceylon  in  wooding, 
watering,  and  cleaning,  on  the  .loth  oi May,  the  admiral,  commodore, 
and  all  the  captains  went  on  fliore  to  take  leave  of  the  governor  j  and  the 
next  morning,  we  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  from  'Trinconomale,  and 
on  the  14th  caft  anchor  in  Fort  St.  David^s  road.  But  in  a  few  days 


in  a 

after,  we  began  to  be  fenfible  that  our  anxiety  for  leaving  Trin¬ 
conomale  in  order  to  return  again  upon  the  coaft,  (the  fcene  of  aftion)  had 
occafioned  us  to  be  there  too  foon  i  for  unluckily  the  monfoon  did  not 
change  till  after  our  arrival ;  and  when  it  did,  it  blew  with  fo  much 
violence,  that  we  foon  defpaired  of  riding  out  the  florin.  Therefore, 
on  the  24th  May  all  the  fliips  were  obliged  to  put  to- fea,  but  returned 
again  to  St.  David's,  road  on  the  3  ill,  without  having  received  any  material 
damage 

The 
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*  TheS.W.  monfoon  is  commonly  called  the  little  tnon/oon,  becaufc  the  dorms  attending 
ir,  are  not  in  general  fo  fevere,  as  thofe  in  the  autumn  leafon  ;  but  ever  lince  the  deftrudliou 
of  part  of  Admiral  Bo/canvens  fquadron,  which  happened  at  this  time  of  the  y»ar,  the  Englijh 
cannot  be  too  fearful  of  its  confequences. 

The  following  copy  of  a  letter  to  me,  though  of  an  old  date,  from  Lieutenant  Janies 
Jlltns  of  the  navy,  (now  commander  of  his  majefty’s  fliip  the  cannot  be  unacceptable 

to  the  reader,  as  it  is  pertinent  to  the  fubjedl  of  this  vernal  monfoon,  and  as  it  contains 
the  only  particular  and  authentic  account  that  ever  was  publilhed  of  the  lofs  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  diip  the  Naniur  of  74  guns,  and  upwards  of  500  choice  feamen,  who  perifhed  on  this 
occafion  :  Mr.  Jlms's  probity  as  a  man,  and  courage  and  ability  as  a  fea  officer,  are  well  known 
both  in  England  and  the  Eaji  Indies. 
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1755*  The  Admiral,  Commodore  Pocock,  and  Captain  Knowler^  happened  to 
’ — nr—'  be  on  fhore  at  the  time  the  gale  came  on,  and  during  the  whole  of  its 
continuance,  were  much  more  agreeably  engaged  in  a  little  excurfion  they 
made  to  Deve'Cotah^  and  the  famous  Pagoda  of  Chilamharam.  They  were 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Carnac^  Mr.  Doidge  the  Admiral’s  fecretary,. 
and  Mr.  Cohhe^  who  gave  me  the  following  agreeable  relation  of  their  tour. 

“  Our  retinue  confided  of  two  fets  of  Palanquin -hoys  for  each  perfon  ; 
Puhajh-hoys^  20  Peons^  a  great  number  of  Cooleys  to  carry  the  tent-baggage,. 

tables,, 

“  We  were  at  anchor  in  "Namur,  in  For/  5t.  Demid's  road,.Thurfday  /Ipril  ijth  1749. 
In  the  morning  it  blew  freflr.  Wind  N.  E. — N.  E.  by  E.  At  noon  we  veered  away  ta  a 
cable  and  a  half  on  the  fmall  bower.  From  i  to  4  o’clock,  we  were  employed  in  ietting. 
up  the  lower  rigging.  Hard  gales  and  fqtially,  with  a  very  great  fea.  At  6  o’clock  rode- 
very  well.  At  half  an  hour  after,  had  four  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Immediately  we 
cut  the  fmall  bower  cable,  and  Hood  to  fea  under  our  courfes.  I'he  Hup  laid  out  S.  E. 
and  S.  E.  by  S.  Our  mate  who  cat  the  cable  was  up  to  his  waill  in  water  at  the  bicts. 
At  half  paft  feven,  we  had  fix  feet  water  in  the  hold,  when  we  hauled  up  our  couries,  and 
hove  overboard  moll  of  our  upper,  and  all  the  quarter-deck  guns'  to  lec’-'prd.  By  three 
quarters  after  eight,  the  water  was  up  to  our  orlop  gratings,  and  there  was'  r.  great  quanthy 
between  decks,  fo  that  the  lliip  was  watej-log’d.  Then  we  cut  away  all  the  malls,  by 
which  the  Ihip  righted.  At  the  fame  time  we  manned  the  pump,  bailed,  and  foon  per- 
'ceived  that  we  gained  upon  the  (hip,  which  put  us  in  great  fpirits.  A  little  after  nine- 
o’clock,  we  founded,  and  found  ourfelves  in  nine  fathom  water.  The  mailer  called  to  cut. 
away  the  flieet-anchor,  which  was  done  immediately,  and  we  veered  away  to  a  little  better 
than  a  cable,  but  before  fhe  came  head  to  the  fea,  fhe  parted  at  the  chefs  tree.  By  this 

time  it  blew  an  hurricane! - You  may  eafier  conceive,  than  I  deferibe,  what  a  difmal,, 

melancholy  feene  now  prefented  itfelf.  The  fnrieking,  cries,  lamentations,  raving,  defpair,. 
of  above  five  hundred  poor  wretches  verging  on  the  brink  of  eternity  ! 

I  had  prefence  of  mind  however  to  confider,  that  the  God  Ail-mighty  was  alfoYhe  God  All- 
merciful,  with  the  comfortable  refleflion  and  hope,  that  1  had  ever  put  my  whole  truft  in  him. 
f  then  rnade  a  fliort  prayer  for  his  protedlion,  and  jumped  over  board.  The  water  at  that 
time  was  up  to  the  gratings  on  the  poop,  from  whence  I  leaped.  The  firlt  thing  I  grafped 
was  a  capllan  bar  :  from  which,  in  company  with  feven  more,  I  got  to  the  David,  but  in 
lefs  than  an  hour,  I  had  the  melancholy  fight  .to  fee  them  all  wafhed  away,  and^myfelf 
remained  alone  upon  it,  almoft  fpent,  J  had  now  been  above  two  hours  in  the  water,  when, 
to  my  unfpeaka.ble  joy,  I  faw  a  large  raft  with  a  great  many  men  driving  towards  mej, 
when  it  came  near,  I  quitted  the  David,  and  with  much  difficulty  fwam  to,  and  by  the 
allillance  of  one  of  our  quarter-gunners,  got  upon  it.  The  raft  proved  to  be  the  Namur's 
booms.  As  foon  as  we  were  able,  vve  lalhed  the  booms  cJofer  together,  and  faftened  a 
plank  acrofs ;  and  by  this  means  made  a  good  Catamaran. — It  was  by  this  time  one  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  Soon  after  that,  the  feas  were  fo  mountainous  as  to  turn  our  machine, 
upfide  down,  but  providentially  with  the  lofffonly  of  one  man. 

About  four  o’clock  we  ftrucic  ground  with  the  booms,  and  in  a  very  little  while,  all  that 
furvived  got  on  fhore.  After  having  returned  God  thanks  for  his  almoft  miraculous  good- 
iiefs  towards  us,  we  took  each  other  by  the  hand  (for  it  was  not  yet  day),  and  irufting  ftill, 
in  the  divine  providence  for  protection,  we  walked  forwards  to  find  fome  place  to  ftieker  us 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  for  the  fpot  where  we  landed  afforded  nothing  but 
fand.  When  we  had  walked  about  for  a  whole  hour,  but  to  no  manner  of  purpofc,  vve 
returned  back  to  the  place  where  we  had  left  our  Catamaran,  and  to  our  no  fmall  uneafinefs 
found  it  gone.  Day-light  appeared  foon  after,  when  we  found  ourfelves  on  a  fandy  bank 
a  little  to  the  fouthward  of  Poric-Nonto  and  as  there  was  a  river  running  between  us  and 
this  Dutch  fettlement,  vve  were  under  a  neceflity  of  fording  it,  and  foon , afterwards  arrived 
at  Porto-No'vo,  where  we  were  received  with  much  hofpitality. 
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tables,  (loots,  liquors,  and  provifions  ;  one  or  Wo  Hircars  * ,  one  Havildah  -f,  i755> 

and  a  company  of  Sepoys^  by  way  of  body-guard.  So  that  our  whole  ' — -r-— ' 
train  confiited  of  near  200  perfons.  The  firft  night  we  reached  Porto- 
Novo^  where  we  encamped.  The  next  day  we  got  to  Peve-Cotah.  Mr. 

Hopkins  the  chief,  having  received  fome  previous  notice  of  our  coming, 
met  us  upon  the  road  with  another  company  of  Sepoys  *,  and  becaufe  the 
weather  was  fo  bad  as  to  prevent  our  proceeding  in  our  journey,  he 
entertained  us  for  three  days  at  his  own  houfe  in  the  mod  friendly 
manner. 

Deve-Cotah  is  a  fmall  fettlement  belonging  to  the  EngliJJo  Eajl  India 
company,  and  was  taken  from  the  king  of  Eanjour  by  Major  Lazvrence 
in  the  year  1749.  weakly  fortiHed  ;  and  indeed  the  only  rea- 

fon  that  induces  them  to  hold  it,  is,  becaufe  it  is  a  fort  of  key  to  all 
the  Eanjour  country.  Here  we  continued  till  the  weather  became  more 
favour_able,  when  we  again  fet  out  upon  our  journey,  and  having  crofTed 
one  branch  of  the  Coleroon^  we  on  the  fame  night  reached  a  Choltre 
within  a  few  miles  of  that  river.  A  Choltre  is  not  much  unlike  a  large 
fummer  houfe,  and  in  general  is  little  more  than  a  bare  covering  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather.  Some  few  indeed  are  more  fpacious,  and  are 
alfo  endowed  with  a  falary  to  fupport  a  fervant  or  two,  whofe  bufinefs 
is  to  furnifh  all  paflengers  with  a  certain  quantity  of  rice  and  frelb  water.  , 
They  are  all  of  them  built  at  the  expence  of  private  perfons  for  as  it  is  a 
fundamental  law  in  this  country,  that  every  individual  fliall  do  fomething 
towards  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community,  fo  they  are  fure  exaflly  to 
fulfil  it,  according  to  their  refpedtive  abilities.  One  man  therefore  plants 
a  tope  or  grove,  a  fecond  digs  a  tank  or  large  pond,  another  repairs  a 

From  our  firfl:  landing  to  our  arrival  at  Porto-NoTJo,  we  loft  four  of  our  companions  ; 
two  at  the  place  where  we  were  driven  on  fhore,  and  two  in  crolfing  the  river.  After 
we  had  fufHciently  refreftied  ourfelves  at  Perto-Novo,  the  chief  there  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
accommodate  me  with  an  horfe  and  guide  to  carry  me  to  Fort  St.  Da-uidy  where  i  arrived 
about  noon  the  day  following,  and  immediately  waited  upon  the  admiral,  who  received 
me  very  kindly  indeed  ;  but  fo  exceflive  v/as  the  concern  of  that  great  and  good,  man  for  the 
lofs  of  fo  many  poor  fouls,  that  he  could  not  find  utterance  for  thofe  queftions  he  appeared 
deiirous  of  aiking  me  concerning  the  particulars  of  our  difafter. 

Till  I  reached you  beheld  me  fhipwrecked  and  naked:  I  muft  again  repeat 
h,  that  the  Dutch  received,  refrefhed,  and  kindly  conveyed  me  to  my  truly  honourable, 
patron  ;  through  whofe  goodnefs  and  humanity,  I  am  not  only  cloathcd  and  comforted, 
but^alfo  made  lieutenant  of  .the  Syreuy  from  which  fliip  I  date  this  letter. 

I  am,  isle. 

,  James  Alms. 

P.  S.  There  were  only  23  of  os  faved  from  the  wreck,  20  of  whom  came  on  Ihore  on  the 
booms.” 


*  Hircars,  commonly  fignify  fpies,  here  melTengers. 

An  officer  of  Sepoys^  of  the  rank  of  a  ferjeant. 

K  2  road. 
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1755*  road,  whilft  a  fourth  builds  a  choltre^  or  perhaps  pagoda.  Thefe  ftruo 

— '  cures  are  ever  afterwards  looked  upon  as  the  property  of  the  public,  and 

the  founder  of  either  of  them  is  as  much  cried  up  in  this  country  for  his 
humanity  and  munificence,  as  any  perfon  in  England  is  for  ereding  an 
hofpital  or  an  infirmary. 

The  method  of  travelling  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  veiy  fingular,  and 
therefore  worthy  of  notice. 

As  the  roads  are  not  furnifhed  with  inns,  you  are  obliged  to  carrp 
mofi.  of  your  provifions  with  you,  and  all  the  implements  to  drefs  it.  To 

your  Cooleys  or  fervants,  whom  you  hire  for  this  purpofe,  you  pay  fo 

much  by  the  day,  and  they  find  themfelves  in  viduals.  Their  chief  food 
is  rice,  and  their  drink  todd)\  both  of  which  are  eafily  to  be  procured  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  and  at  a  reafonable  price.  The  Cooleys  are  very 
extraordinary  fellows  for  bearing  fatigue  •,  and  are  very  little  impatient  eitl-er 
of  hunger  or  thirfi:.  Their  common  rate  of  travelling  is  four  miles  an 
hour,  and  I  have  known  them  walk  four-and-twenty  hours  without  once 
breaking  their  faft.  As  people  in  this  part  of  the  world  always  travel  in 
large  companies,  it  feldom  happens  that  the  whole  caravan  arrives  at  the 
place  of  deftination  at  the  fame  time.  It  is  the  cuftom  therefore  for  thofe 
who  get  in  firfl,  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations  for  the  reception  of 
fuch  who  are  behind.  The  making  a  fire  for  drelTmg  the  vidluals,  is 
always  the  firfl  thing  done,  for  which  purpofe  fome  are  immediately  fent 
out  to  pick  up  flicks,  whilfi;  others  are  as  necefiarily  employed  in  mixing 
the  ingredients  for  making  punch, 

\ 

One  of  the  greatefl  inconveniencies  attending  a  traveller,  is  the  difficulty 
of  his  getting  a  draught  of  water  from  any  of  the  natives,  fhould  he  chance 
to  go  on  fafter  than  the  Cooleys  who  carry  his  utenfils.  Among  the  higher 
cafis.,  I  have  known  their  fuperflition  carried  fo  far  in  this  refpedl,  as  to^ 
infift  on  all  Europeans  lying  upon  their  backs,  while  the  water  is  poured 
into  their  mouths,  left  they  fhould  defile  the  veflel  by  the  touch  of  cither 
their  hands  or  lips.  Upon  the  whole,  though  the  method  of  travelling 
in  India  is  not  a  little  inconvenient  to  ftrangers  yet  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  the  many  ridiculous  fliifts  they  are  necefiarily  put  to,  and  the  feveral 
laughable  occurrences  which  happen  upon  fuch  occafions,  more  than  coni- 
penfate  for  the  lofs  of  better  accommodations. 

After  having  pafied  a  very  merry  evening  at  this  choltre.,  every  man  be¬ 
took  himfelf  to  his  palanquin  as  a  bed,  while  all  our  attendants  flept  around 
us.  And  it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  except  when  they  have  drank  too: 
deeply  of  the  fermented  toddy,,  or  ftupified  their  brain  with  hang  and  heetel- 
nut,  thefe  fellows  are  very  vigilant,  and  will  wake  with  the  leaft  noife  or 
difturbance.  Next  morning  before  fun-rife,  we  refumed  our  march,  and 
went  on  without  any  impediment  till  we  got  to  another  branch  of  the- 
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Cokroon^  which  was  fo  much  fwelled  by  the  late  rains,  that  for  the  prefent 
it  was  judged  iinpaflable.  We  were  now  within  little  more  than  gun-fhot 
of  Chilambaram,  and  therefore  were  very  unwilling  to  turn  back,  after 
having  taken  fo  much  pains.  Our  Harcar  prefently  relieved  us  from  our 
anxiety,  by  affuring  us,  that  we  fliould  be  able  to  ford  the  ftream  in  lefs 
than  two  hours,  for  he  well  knew  that  the  tide  had  a  great  influence  on 
this  river,  and  he  added,  that  it  was  now  on  the  ebb.  This  intelligence 
gave  us  all  great  pleafure  •,  therefore  we  made  no  difficulty  of  putting  into 
the  next  choltre^  and  there  with  great  content  we  fat  dov/n  to  breakfalf. 
During  our  ftay  at  this  choltre^  we  had  leifure  to  examine  the  feveral 
travellers,  who  had  pofleflion  of  it  before  our  arrival.  They  chiefly  con- 
flfted  of  thofe  remarkable  pilgrims,  who  come  from  the  kingdom  of  Bengaly 
and  carry  about  with  them  velfels  filled  with  the  water  of  the  Ganges.,  which 
is  faid  to  have  been  confecrated  by  the  ancient  Brachmans,  and  at  this 
time  is  fuppofed  to  perform  many  miraculous  cures.  What  truth  there  is 
in  it,  I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  •,  but  this  is  certain,  that  almoft  the  whole 
life  of  thefe  poor  creatures  is  fpent  in  this  kind  of  pilgrimage,  and  there 
are  many  families  in  Bengal,  whofe  foie  dependence  is  the  carrying  about 
this  facred  water  to  the  feveral  Brahmins  in  the  fouthern  part  of  India,  who 
again  difpofe  of  it  among  their  refpeftive  difciples.  It  is  a  common  faying, 
that  there  are  cheats  in  all  profeffions  ;  and  for  fome  time  we  had  reafon 
to  fufpeft  it  here.  For  upon  our  offering  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
one  of  their  veffels,  a  certain  old  woman  in  the  company  began  to  liften 
to  the  propofal,  and  looked  rather  with  a  wifliful  eye  upon  the  gold  which 
we  held  in  our  hands.  On  this  a  general  clamour  and  uproar  arofe  among 
the  reft,  which  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  the  old  v/oman,  that,  whatever 
her  intention  might  have  been,  flie  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears,  v/hich  put 
an  end  to  our  offering  her  any  farther  temptation. 
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In  about  two  hours  we  plainly  perceived  that  the  ebb  was  made  •,  and 
feeing  at  the  fame  time  an  herdfman  with  a  drove  of  cattle  palling  over, 
we  were  induced  to  try  the  fame  experiment,  and  lucceeded  in  it  without 
any  difficulty. 


We  had  no  fooner  got  into  the  town  of  Chilamharam,  but  Mr.  Carr.nc 
fat  down  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Monf  Pllle  Nove 
the  commandant,  refiding  at  this  famous  pagoda,  acquainting  him  with 
Mr.  Watfoyi%  arrival,  and  that  the  whole  party  vtcre  defirous  of  making 
him  a  vdfit.  To  which  he  immediately  returned  an  anfwer,  that  “  We  did 
him  a  great  deal  of  honour,  and  hoped  that  we  would  come  in  fans  cere- 
monied'  Monf.  Ville  Neve  was  only  a  lieutenant  in  tho  French  lervice,  but 
a  very  genteel,  well  bred  man.  He  entertained  us  with  all  the  politenefs 
of  his  country.  After  dinner  we  drank  their  Britannic  and  Mojl  Chrijlian 
Majefty’s  health’s,  good  fuccefs  to  each  ot  our  Eaji  India  companies  affairs  •, 
and  the  ladies  at  NLidrafs  and  Pondicherry.  Our  ftay  here  was  not  above 
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•five  hours,  rather  too  fiiort  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  place  but  what 
I  remember  I  will  briefly  iet  down. 

Chilambaram  Pagoda  is  one  of  the  largefl:  in  all  India.  It  was  once  in 
the  poflefaon  of  the  Engli/h,  who  negledling  it  too  much,  entrnfted  the 
defence  of  it  to  only  a  ierjeant  and  twelve  men.  The  French  taking 
.advantage  of  this,  made  a  ludden  attack  upon  it,  and  took  it  with  great 
eafe.  Its  walls  and  gateways  are  ftrong  and  well-built.  On  the  third 
inner  wall  are  four  fubftancial  towers,  curioufly  wrought  with  figures  of 
gods  and  pagods.,  and  very  much  refembling  the  weft  end  of  our  cathedrals. 
In  the  middle  court  or  Iquare  is  a  very  large  tank  of  water,  which  is  com¬ 
mon  in  this  country,  and  is  ufed  for  bodily  purification.  It  has  a  great 
number  of  little  pagcdas  or  chapels  round  it.  The  paintings  are  but 
.indifferent,  and  conlift  of  ftrange  prepofterous  figures.  Towards  the  upper 
end,  there  is  a  dark  repofitory,  where  they  keep  their  Swamme.,  that  is 
their  chief  god.  The  French  indulge  the  Indians  with  full  liberty  of  com¬ 
ing  hither  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  religion,  and  never  in  the  leaft 
interrupt  them.  This  indulgence,  by  the  bye,  brings  in  no  fmall  gain  to 
the  craftsmen  ;  for  as  this  place  is  a  kind  of  Mecca.,  where  all  perfons 
are  obliged  once  in  their  lives  to  come  and  pay'  their  devotions,  fo  the  pil¬ 
grims  are  always  making  the  French  confiderable  prefents  for  granting  them 
this  toleration.  However,  the  prefent  grand  remains  of  the  pagoda  at  Chil- 
amharam,  are  very  well  worth  a  traveller’s  obfervation,  as  they  convey  to 
the  mind  a  very  clear  and  diftindt  idea  of  its  former  magnificence.” 

Not  many  weeks  after  Mr.  Watfon^  return  from  his  excurfion  to  Chilam- 
haram,  he  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  receive  his  majefty’s  commilTion,  promoting 
him  to  the  rank  of  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red,  and  he  accordingly  hoifted  the 
red  flag  at  the  mizen-top-maft  head  :  and  at  the  fame  time  Mr.  Pocock  (to 
the  very  great  pleafure  of  the  admiral,  and  of  every  other  gentleman  of 
the  fquadron)  hoifted  the  white  flag  on  the  fame  maft-head  on  board  the 
Cumberland,  The  promotion  of  thefe  two  gallant  officers  gave  great 
latisfadtion  not  only  to  the  officers  in  the  marine  department,  but  to  thofe 
of  the  king’s  troops,  and  the  company’s  land  forces,  to  all  of  whom  our 
two  admirals  had  carried  themfclves  with  fo  much  affability  and  politenel's, 
that  they  flood  very  high  in  their  affeflion  and  efteem.  Such  an  harmony 
and  good  underftanding  prevailed  among  the  feveral  branches  of  military 
gentlemen  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  promifed  the  fureft  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
ffiould  an  opportunity  offer  of  attacking  the  enemy. 

Whilft  our  fquadron  lay  at  Fort  St.  David,  Mahomed-Ally,  Nabob  of 
Arcot  (in  whofe  interell  we  were  engaged)  arrived  in  that  neighbourhood. 
As  loon  as  he  drew  near  the  boundaries,  Colonel  Adlercron,  Vvith  a  captain’s 
'guard,  immediately  waited  upon  him ;  as  did  the  fame  day  Mr.  Starke, 
the  deputy  governor  of  St.  David,  and  his  whole  council.  The  next 
morning  the  admirals  PFatfon  and  Pocock,  with  the  feveral  captains,  lieu¬ 
tenants. 
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tenants,  and  midlldpmen  of  the  fquadron,  made  him  a  vifit ;  Admiral  iys5- 
Watfon  having  firfl;  given  him  notice  of  their  intention,  and  the  Na-bob  in 
return  fending  word  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  them.  The  ceremonial 
obferved  upon  thfs  occafion,  was,  the  admirals,  captains,  and  lieutenants 
were  carried  in  palanquins  two  and  two  a-brca(t.  ‘The  number  of  midOJ^ip-. 
men  indeed  was  fo  great,  that  no  palanquins  could  be  got  for  them  j  they 
therefore  v/alked  on  foot,  four  and  four  a-breaft,  at  the  head  of  the  palan¬ 
quins^  dreffed  in  their  uniforms,  and  with  their  fwords.  The  admiral’s 
lecretary,  chaplain,  and  a  few  other  ftaff- officers  of  the  fquadron,  clofed 
the  proceffion.  At  their  coming  within  a  fmall  diftance  of  the  Nabob’s 
camp,  they  v/ere  met  by  his  captain-general,  who  was  fent  out  in  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  admiral,  and  who  prefently  condufled  him  to  the  Nabob’s  tent; 
at  the  entrance  of  which  he  flood,  and  received  Mr.  TVatfon  with  great 
politenefs,  embracing  him  at  the  fame  time  in  his  arms.  The  admiral 
immediately  prefented  to  him  his  brother  officer  Mr.  Pocock,  and  after  him, 
the  captains,  lieutenants,  and  midfhipmen,  acquainting  the  Nabobs  as  he 
received  them  feverally  to  his  emibraces,  in  what  characters  they  flood. 

When  this  firfl  ceremjony  was  over,  the  Nabob  fliewed  them  the  feveral 
apartments  of  his  tent.  He  placed  Admiral  JVatfon  on  a  wool-pack, 
v^hich  made  his  feat  fomewhat  more  raifed  than  the  refl.  At  Mr.  fVatfon’s- 
left  hand  Mr.  Pocock  was  feated ;  and  to  the  left  of  him  the  captains,  lieu¬ 
tenants,  On  the  admiral’s  right  hand,  the  Nabob  placed  himfelf,  and 

next  him  were  ranged  in  order  the  feveral  officers  of  his  court. 

The  Nabob  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  of  a  middle 
flature.  '  His  complexion  was  much  lighter  than  that  of  the  common 
Indian.  His  drefs  was  entirely  white,  and  confifled  of  a  long  robe  or  veft- 
ment  which  reached  down  to  his  heels.  His  turban  was  alfo  white,  and 
quite  plain.  In  fhort,  he  had  no  other  mark  of  diflineflion  about  him,  but 
that  of  a  truly  majeftic  countenance,  tempered  with  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fantnefs  and  good-nature.  The  admiral  (by  means  of  an  interpreter)  con¬ 
gratulated  the  Nabob  on  his  feeing  him  in  fuch  good  health,  and  affured  him 
that  he  was  particularly  happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of  paying  him 
perfonally  thofe  marks  of  friendfhip  and  efleem  which  he  had  long  enter¬ 
tained  for  him,  on  account  of  his  excellent  character.  To  this  compliment 
of  the  admiral’s,  the  Nabob  made  a  very  handfbme  reply.  Mr.  W atfon  after¬ 
wards  rejoined,  that  “  he  was  extremely  concerned  for  the  calamities  which 
the  Nabob’s  country  had  experienced  in  the  late  war;  but  he  hoped  better 
times  were  now  coming  on,  which  would  more  than  compenfate  for  all  pad 
misfortunes.”  The  Nabob  in  the  eaflern  fliie  replied,  “  It  is  true,  fir,  that  I 
have  fuffered  much,  but  the  remembrance  of  thofe  troubles  is  no  more ;. 
the  heavens  have  made  me  ample  amends  for  all  thofe  misfortunes  in  the 
honour  I  receive  from  your  vifit.”  Mr.  IN'atfon^  with  a  heart  full  of  honefty, 
and  with  a  countenance  which  Ipoke  the  fincerity  of  his  loul,  affured  him,  that 
“  the  thing  he  moft  paffionately  wiflied  for,  was  an  occafion  to  do  him 
fervice ;  and  that  it  was  principally  for  this  purpofe,  the  king  his  mafler 
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had  fent  him  with  Ins  fquadron  into  the  Indian  Teas.”  The  Nabob  appeared 
greatly  pleated  with'  the  franknefs  of  this  declaration,  and  immediately 
turning  to  the  feveral  officers  of  his  court,  he  repeated  to  them  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  words,  and  they  too,  upon  hearing  them,  did  not  fail  to  participate 
in  the  joy  of  their  mafber. 

'The  Nabobs  upon  this  occafion,  ordered  a  rich  perfume  of  what  is  called 
the  Oita  of  rofes  to  be  brought  to  him,  a  few  drops  of  which,  he  put  into 
his  hand,  and  having  himfclf  opened  the  bofom  of  Mr.  Watfon\  ffiirt,  he 
rubbed  the  fame  over  the  admiral’s  breaft.  This  was  intended  as  the 
higheft  honour  he  could  confer  upon  him.  He  afterwards  did  the  fame  to 
Admiral  *,  and  \\\?,  BukhJJoI  or  treafurer,  performed  the  like  ceremony 

on  all  the  other  officers  ;  Beet  el-nut  and  chunam  were  then  moft  plentifully 
diilributed,  and  fnov/ers  of  rofe-water  fell  upon  all.  Mahomed-Ally  then 
folicited  Mr.  IVatfon  to  give  him  leave  to  make  him  a  prefenr,  which  tHe 
latter  nobly  declined,  repeating  to  him,  that  “  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
had  fent  him  thither  to  do  x\\q  Nabob  fervice,  and  to  fecure  to  him  his 
country  from  the  attacks  of  all  his  enemies;  which  commiffion  he  would 
always  execute  with  fidelity,  but  could  never  think  of  diftreffing  him  by 
accepting  prefents,  which  he  very  well  knev/  in  the  prefent  circumftances 
of  things  could  be  but  ill  fpared.”  He  concluded,  with  ‘‘  defiring  him 
always  to  look  upon  him  as  his  fincere  well-wiffier,  who  would  be  glad  to 
ffiew  him  thofe  real  marks  of  friendfliip  which  his  king  and  countrymen 
had  for  him,  and  of  the  attention  which  they  paid  to  his  intereds.’* 
The  Nabob  appeared  extremely  furprized  at  this  uncommon  drain  of 
generofitv  in  the  admiral,  though  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  it.  They  parted  foon  after,  exchanging  a  more  familiar  embrace, 
than  what  they  had  given  each  other  at  their  fird  meeting.  Mr.  IVatjon 
returned  to  the  fort  with  his  whole  company,  which  confided  of  about  an 
hundred  perfons,  and  all  had  the  honour  ^of  dining  with  him.  ^ 

The  day  following,  Captaih  Hajlup^  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  and 
commandant  of  his  majedy’s  artillery,  waited  upon  the  Nabobs  accompanied 
with  almod  all  the  other  officers  in  that  department.  And  they  all  met  with  a 
mod  gracious  reception.  The  Nabob  foon  returned  thefe  feveral  complimen¬ 
tary  vifits,  paying  them  in  the  order  his  own  judgment  bed  diredled  him  ; 
mz.  to  the  admirals,  colonel,  governor,  and  commanding  officer  of  the 
train. 

In  the  vlfit  which  he  made  to  the  two  admirals,  he  came  from  his  camp 
to  within  a  fmall  didance  of  the  fort,  feated  on  the  back  of  an  elephant. 
He  was  accompanied  by  two  mod  beautiful  boys,  his  fons,  who  rode 
on  the  fame  animal,  and  whorti  he  afterwards  introduced  to  the  admirals. 
Nine  other  Elephants  were  loaded  with  his  grandees^  domedics,  and  band 
of  mulic.  His  train  confided  of  ten  or  twelve  camels,  befides  three  or 
four  hundred  horfes,  five  or  fix  thoufand  Sepoys,  and  perhaps  ten  thoufand 
7  .  Cooleys 
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Cooleys  and  fpe^lators.  As  foon  as  he  came  near  the  fort,  he  alighted  1755. 
from  his  elephant,  and  then  got  into  his  ■palanquin^  which  was  the  richeft  — - 
I  ever  faw ;  the  Pinjeree^  bed  and  cufhions,  being  embroidered  and  inlaid 
with  gold.  The  admirals  met  him  at  the  entrance  of  the  fort,  and  as 
they  were  now  well  acquainted,  they  familiarly  embraced  him,  and  led  him 
up  the  flairs  into  the  great  room  defigned  for  his  reception  •,  where  he  was 
placed  between  them  on  a  feat,  covered  with  crimfon-velvet  cufliions, 
embroidered  wdth  gold.  One  very  remarkable  circumftance  happened 
on  this  occafion  •,  Mr.  Cohbe^  at  the  admiral’s  requeft,  had  put  on  his 
canonical  drefs,  and  the  Nabob  perceiving  that  he  was  uncommonly 
attired,  feemed  very  defirous  of  knowing  who  he  was..  Upon  being ' 

informed  that  he  was  the  admiral’s  chaplain,  he  made  him  a  fecond 
falaam^  and  defired  much  that  his  own  Faquier  *  might  be  introduced 
to  him  ;  who  entered  prefently  afterwards,  quite  in  the  apoftolic  habit. 

He  had  a  kind  of  white  cloth  that  went  round  his  loins,  and  ^another  of  a 
coarfer  fort  flung  carelefsly  over  one  flioulder.  He  had  no  turban,  and  his 
bair  was  tied  in  a  knot  behind,  while  his  beard  hung  down  almolt  to  his 
middle.  He  wore  a  fort  of  fandals  on  his  feet,  and  loofe  iron  chains  about 
his  legs.  But  exclufive  of  his  extraordinary  habit  and  appearance,  he  had 
fomcthing  very  wild  and  ftaring'in  his  looks;  and  indeed  none  are  admitted 
into  this  particular  order,  without  having  manifefled  fome  degree  of  enthu- 
fiafm  and  madnefs.  The  two  holy  men  congratulated  each  other  on  their 
refpecftive  oflice,  and  then  feated  themfelves  with  the  reft  of  the  company. 

- The  Nabob  was  faluted  by  the  guns  of  the  fort ;  and  all  the  officers  and 

troops  of  the  garrifon  were  under  arms  upon  the  occafion.  The  feveral 
fhips  of  the  fquadron  likewife  fired,  upon  a  certain  flgnal  being  given 
to  them  from  the  fort.  I'he  Nabob  attentively  eyed  thefe  laft,  and  feemed 
much  pleafed  with  the  view  of  them,  though  they  lay  at  their  anchors 
at  the  diftance  of  at  leaf!  three  miles.  Mr.  IVatfon  gave  the  Nabob  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  go  on  board  the  fquadron,  which  he  at  that  time  declined, 
by  reafon  (as  we  imagined)  of  the  furf  of  the  lea,  which  in  general 
is  very  rough  here.  He  defired  however,  that  the  curiofity  of  his  generals 
/  and  fome  other  of  his  grandees  might  be  gratified  with  a  nearer  view  of 
the  fhips ;  accordingly,  attended  by  fome  of  our  officers,  they  went  on 
board  immediately.  While  they  were  vifiting  the -feveral  fliips  of  the 
fquad..ron,  the  Nabob  took  his  leave  of  the  admirals,  and  direcled  his 
courfe  to  the  water-fide,  where  he  had  ordered  his  tents  to  be  pitched, 
that  he  might  the  more  conveniently  dine  -|-  there,  and  entertain  himlelf 


*  Faquier  or  Fakir  in  the  Arahian  tongue  fignifies  a  mendicant  monk.  This  is  a  par¬ 
ticular  prieftly  order,  of  a  mortifying  call,  who  make  a  vow  of  po.erty,  and  live  entirely 
on  the  charity  of  others.  '  « 

f  The  Indian  cudoms  differ  fo  much  from  our’s  in  regard  to  eating,  that  it  was  impof- 
feble  for  the  admiral  to  aCc  the  Nabob  to  dine  with  him. 

L  witl\ 
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1755.  with  the  fea  profpeft.  After  dinner  he  returned  Co\or\t\  Adler crcft^s  and 

■ — the  governor’s  vifits,  and  the  next  day  that  of  captain  Hojlu-p.  When  hjs 
generals  and  other  grandees  returned  from  the  fleet,  they  gave  him  fo  pleaf- 
ing  an  account,  that  he  refolved  to  go  on  board  himfelf ;  and  accordingly 
having  fignified  his  defire  to  the  admiral,  the  latter  appointed  the  next 
morning  for  attending  him  to  the  Kent. 

The  Nabob  accordingly  came,  and  pafled  through  the  fwell  in  the  boat, 
with  the  greateft  unconcern,  and  after  he  got  on  board,  heard  the  (hip  falute 
him  without  any  furprize  or  emotion  at  the  noife.  Admiral  IVatfon  led 
him  by  the  hand  to  every  part  of  the  veflel.  He  was  very  inquifitive, 
and  made  many  pertinent  remarks  on  fo  vaft,  fo  curious,  and  wonderful 
a  machine;  but  above  all  other  things,  the  lower  deck  battery,  which 
confifted  of  28  guns, 'carrying  balls  of  32  pounds,  ftruck  him  with  afto- 
nifhment :  the  admiral  perceiving  this,  ordered  the  gunner  to  exercife  a 
few  of  the  cannon  as  in  the  time  of  an  engagement.  The  Nabob  appeared 
greatly  pleafed  with  this,  and  the  other  different  manoeuvres  within  the 
Ihip;  and  afterwards  retiring  to  the  great  cabbin,  the  admiral  told  him,  he 
would  now  give  him  a  view  of  a  man  of  warxinder  fail,  and  accordingly 
threw  out  the  Tyger's  fignal  to  chace  to  windward.  Captain  Latham^ 
having  had  previous  notice  of  the  admiral’s  intention,  immediately  flipped 
his  cable,  fet  his  fails,  and  worked  to  windward  ;  and  as  he  paflTed  the 
Kent's  flern,  fainted  the  Nabob  with  his  cannon.  This  added  greatly  to 
the  fatisfaftion  he  had  before  felt,  and  he  expreffed  himfelf  thoroughly 
fenfible  of  the  honour  that  had  been  done  him.  After  he  had  thus  agree¬ 
ably  fpent  three  or  four  hours  on  board  the  Kent,  he  moved  for  going 
alhore.  Both  the  admirals  accompanied  him,  and  on  his  leaving  the  fhip, 
the  whole  fquadron  fired  together.  The  yards  were  manned  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  failors  gave  three  hearty  cheers.  This  general  acclamation 
gave  the  Nabob  a  particular  pleafure,  and  he  ordered  the  interpreter  to- 
tell  the  admiral  it  was  “  truly  war-like.”  The  admirals  waited  upon  the 
Nabob  to  his  tent,  where  they  parted,  after  exchanging  reciprocal  profeffions. 
of  friendfhip  and  efteem  for  each  other 

Upon  the  admirals  being  firfl:  introduced  to  the  Nabob,  they  were  by 
fome  perfons  given  to  underftand,  that  it  would  be  expedted  they  fliould  fend 
in  prefents,  and  pull  off  their  fhoes  at  entering  his  tent.  Both  thefe  are  ftricftly 
and  truly  the  cuftoms  ofthe  Eaft,  and  from  the  earliefl:  ages  have  prevailed 
among  the  oriental  nations  ;  and  the  Indians  always  infifl:  upon  them  ;  but  as 
Mr.  JVatfon  reprefented  his  Brittannic  majefty,  neither  of  thefe  humiliating 
ceremonies  was  fubmitted  to  by  him  or  his  company.  The  prefent  made 
upon  thefe  complimentary  occafions  is  a  mere  trifle,  for  an  orange  or  lemon 
never  fails  to  gain  admittance.  Two  or  three  Indian  gentlemen  coming 
one  day  on  board  the  Kent,  they,  agreeable  to  this  cuftom,  prefented  every 


*  Soon  after  the  exchange  of  thefe  vifits,  the  author  wrote  an  account  of  them  to  a  friend 
xti  England',  an  imperfect  copy  of  vvhicl;  foon  appeared  in  one  of  the  monthly  magazines. 
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officer  on  the  quarter-deck  with  a  lime,  before  they  prefumed  to  look  into  1755. 
any  of  the  cabbins  or  apartments  of  the  (hip.  But  when  they  approach  -v**"** 
a  great  perfon  for  a  favour,  it  is  ufual  to  bring  prefents  of  the  richeft  and 
moft  valuable  things  of  the  country :  thus  the  Magi  who  came  from  the 
eaft  to  vifit  our  Saviour,  it  is  faid  “  opened  their  treafures  and  prefented  to 
“  him  gifts,  gold  and  frankincenfe  and  myrrh.’*  As  for  the  other  cuftom, 
the  pulling  off  the  (hoes  very  much  prevails  now  throughout  the  eaft, 
more  particularly  when  the  Mahometans  enter  their  Mofques^  and  the 
Gentoos  their  Pagodas.  Probably  they  derived  this  cuftom  from  the  divine 
command  given  unto  Mofes  in  the  3d  chapter  of  the  book  of  Exodus : 

“  Put  off  thy  ftioes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou  ftandeft 
“  is  holy  ground.”  Let  me  add,  that  in  this  country  we  fee  as  many 
flippers  and  fandals  at  the  doors  of  a  Pagoda^  as  we  do  hats  hanging  up 
in  our  churches :  and  your  Indian  fervants  never  even  enter  your  room  with 
their  (hoes  on,  if  they  have  a  mind  to  (hew  majier  any  refped:. 

There  ftill  remains  another  cuftom  which  comes  properly  to  be  noticed 
here,  and  which  is  very  common  in  this  country,  the  fending  for  a  fet  of 
women,  who  are  called  dancing  girls^  upon  every  joyful  occafion.  We 
engaged  a  fet  of  them  upon  the  day  the  Nabob  returned  Mr.  Watfon\ 
vifir.  I  could  not  fee  any  thing  in  their  performance  worthy  of  notice. 

Their  movements  are  more  like  tumbling,  or  (hewing  poftures,  than  dancing. 

Their  drefs  is  thin  and  light,  and  their  hair,  necks,  ears,  arms,  wrifts, 
fingers,  legs,  feet,  and  even  the  toes  are  covered  with  rings  of  gold  and  filver, 
made  after  a  clumfy  manner.  They  wear  two  rings  in  their  nofes,  and  by  their 
flaring  looks  and  odd  gefticulations,  you  would  rather  fufpe(51:  them  to  be 
mad-women  than  morris-dancers.  The  band  of  mufic  that  attends  them  is 
not  lefs  Angular  in  its  way  :  it  is  chiefly  compofed  of  three  or  four  men,  who 
hold  two  pieces  of  bell-metal  in  their  hands,  with  which  they  make  an  incef- 
fant  noife  ;  another  man  beats  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call  a  drum  ;  and  that 
they  may  not  want  vocal  mufic  to  complete  the  band,  there  are  always  two 
others  appointed  to  fing.  Thefe  laft  generally  lay  in  their  mouths  a  good 
loading  of  beetel-nut  before  they  begin,  which  after  having  been  well- 
chewed,  tinges  the  faliva  with  fuch  a  rednefs,  that  a  ftranger  would  judge 
them  to  bleed  at  the  mouth  by  too  violent  an  exertion  of  their  voice. 

Thefe  gentry  are  called  lickyNaw  boys,  from  the  two  words  Picky  Paw  which 
they  continually  repeat,  and  which  they  chant  with  great  vehemence. 

The  dancing  girls  arefometimes  made  nfe  of  in  their  religious  ceremonies; 
as  when  the  priefts  bring  forth  the  images  of  their  gods  into  the  open  fields 
on  a  car  ornamented  with  lafeivious  figures,  thefe  girls  dance  before  the  images 
amidft  a  great  crowd  of  people;*  and  having  been  felecfled  for  their  fuperior 
beauty;  are  very  profitable  to  their  mafters  the  priefts,  v^^ho  are  faid  to 

*  “  And  Dauid  danced  before  the  Lord  with  all  his  might,  and  was  girded  with  a  linnen 
“  ephod  ;  fo  Dwvid  and  all  the  houfe  of  IJrael  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord  with  fiiouting, 

and  with  the  found  of  the  trumpet.”  2  Sam.  vi.  14. 
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’^755*  proflitute  them  to  all  comers.  They  will  tell  you  indeed  that  their  god 
firft  debauched  them  upon'  account  of  their  beauty,  and  that  ever  after 
^  they  mull  remain  lacred  to  the  church.. 

During  our  flay  this  time  at  Fort  St.  David".,  a  very  m^ancholy  accident 
happened  to  fome  of  our  people,  for  the  Kerit's  boat  in  trying  to  get  over 
the  bar,  was  overfet  by  the  violence  of  the  wind  and  furf,  and  a  young 
gentleman  who  was  a  midfhipman  and  relation  of  Admiral  Pocock's,,  the  mailer- 
carpenter,  captain’s  clerk,  and  two  other  men,  were  unfortunately  di owned. 
This  misfortune  was  entirely  owing  to  their  making  ufe  of  their  own  boat, 
inflead  of  the  common  bar-boat,  which  is  much  better  calculated  for  this 
particular  purpofe. 

I  lhall  finilh  this  chapter  with  a  fhort  account  of  the  caufe  and  violent 
effedls  of  the  land-wind,  which  in  the  fouthern  parts  of  India  blows  for 
two  or  three  hours  in  the  morning  with  an  heat  that  is  almoft  intolerable. 
As  to  the  caufe,  we  may  fpare  ourfelves  the  pains  of  enquiry,  if  we  only 
look  on  a  map  of  the  continent  of  India,  and  obferve,  what  a  vail  traft 
of  land  this  wind  comes  over,  fome  hundred'  miles  of  which  are  fand, 
which  neceflarily  muft  give  the  wind  every  burning  quality  long  before 
it  reaches  the  Coromandel  coall..  That  this  is  the  grand  caufe  of  this 
common  phoenomenon,  is  very  manifefl  whenever  a  fhower  of  rain  falls 
at  the  time  this  land-wind  prevails ;  for  if  the  wind  in  its  way  towards  you, 
chances  to  pafs  through  the  fhower,  you  are  fure  to  find  the  air  agreeably 
cool,  even  though  the  day  be  ever  fo  clear,  and  the  fun  fliines  in  its  meri¬ 
dian  lullre  i  whereas  they  who  live  only  at  the  diflance  of  a  few  miles 
from  you,  but  out  of  the  diredl  line  where  the  fhower  pafied,  fhall  at  the 
fame  time  be  fainting  under  the  ufual  exceilive  heat.  Very  many  and 
great  inconveniencies  arife  from  thefe  winds.  It  is  affirmed  with  confidence, 
that  they  will  fnap  glafs,  if  too  much  expofed  to  them.  I  have  feen  them 
ftrip  off  the  fineering  from  a  cheft  of  drawers,  and  they  will  certainly  crack 
and  chap  almoft  every  wood  that  is  not  well  feafoned.  Another  great 
inconvenience  arifing  from  thefe  land-winds,  is  the  whirling  of  the  fand 
in  one’s  eyes :  the  air  is  fo  full  of  fand,  that  there  appears  a  perpetual 
hazinefs  the  whole  day  juft  above  the  horizon.  And  when  thefe  winds 
blow  with  more  than  ordinary  violence,  great  quantities  of  fand  may  be 
fwept  from  the  decks  of  the  fliips  riding  in  the  road,  though  near  three 
miles  from  the  land.  This  abundantly  convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  that 
furprizing  circumftance  mentioned  by  the  ancient  hiftorians,  of  whole 
armies  being  buried  under  the  mountains  of  fand,  which  are  fometimes 
raifed  by  thefe  winds  *. 

But  befides  the  inconveniencies  I  have  already  mentioned,  thefe  land- 
winds  have  another  quality  which  deferves  particular  notices  and  that 

*  Ad  Ammonis  nobiliffimum  templum  expugnandum,  exercitum  mlitit;  qui  tempellatlbus 
&  arenarum  molibus  oppreffus,  interiit.  Justini,  lib.  i.  cap.  ix. 
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is,  the  baneful  effedl:  they  have  on  any  perfon  they  blow  upon,  while  1755. 
he  is  fleeping.  The  conlequence  of  this  is  always  dangerous,  as  it  feldom  ' — 
fails  to  bring  on  a  fit  of  the  Barhkrs-\  (as  it  is  called  in  this  country), 
that  is,  a  total  deprivation  of  the-ufe  of  the  limbs,  which  the  patient  never 
gets  the  better  of  till  he  returns  to  England^  or  is  braced  up  by  fome 
other  climate.  The  method  our  gentlemen  make  ufe  of  to  cool  their  ^ 
liquors,  is  to.  wrap  a  wet  cloth  round  the  bottle,  and  let  it  in  the  land-wind. 

And  what  is  very  remarkable,  it' will  cool  much  fooner  by  being  expofed 
thus  to  this  burning  wind,  than  if  you  take  the  fame  method,  and  fer  it 
in  the  cold  fea-breeze.' •  -  .  ■ 

f  See  Dr.T/W’s  treatife  on  the  difeafes  incidental  to  Europe-ans  in  hot’ countries, 
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CHAP.  VII.  , 

^hs  fquadron  leaves  Fort  St.  David,  and  comes  to  an  anchor  in  Madrafs  road. — 
Sails  again  for  Bombay. — 'The  Jhips  proceed  againfi  Geriah. — Account  of 
the  attack  and  furrender  of  that  fortrefs  ;  and  of  the  cannon.,  Jiores.,  monies., 
and  valuable  effedls  found  there. — Admiral  Watfon  pays  a  vifit  to  Angria’j 
wives  and  children.  —  His  humanity  towards  them.  —  Lift  of  Europeans 
redeemed  from  ftavery. — Hefcription  of  a  Mahomedan  TalEman  found  in 
AngriaV  houfe. 

1755.  TN  the  morning  of  the  19th  oi  Auguft  1755,  we  once  more  took  our  leave 
y— David.,  and  the  fame  evening  came  to  an  anchor  with  the 
whole  fquadron  in  Madrafs  road  *.  At  the  fame  time.  Commodore  James  in 
the  Protestor.,  who  commanded  the  company’s  marine  force  in  India,  and  had 
come  round  to  this  coaft  after  his  expedition  and  fuccefs  againftyf;z^r/^7-f,  (com¬ 
monly  called  the  Pirate,)  failed  for  Bombay.  It  being  the  time  of  the  contrary 
monfoon,  he  proceeded  by  the  fouthern  pajfage  which  he  himfelf  had  happily 
explored  the  year  before,  and  accompliihed  in  forty  days,  although  obliged 
to  crofs  the  equinocftial  line,  and  to  advance  as  far  as  10°  30'  fouth  latitude, 
for  the  advantage  of  having  the  S.  E.  trade-wind  frelh  and  certain  to  run  to 
the  weftward.  This  difcovery  is  of  important  and  general  benefit  to  navi¬ 
gation,  Mr.  Jaynes  having  proved  the  pafifage  to  be,  in  the  height  of  the  con¬ 
trary  monfoon,  very  pradticable,  and  not  long ;  as  it  may  be  performed  in 
little  more  than  one  of  the  fix  months  that  the  contrary  monfoons  blow  on 
the  Malabar  coaft,  and  which  till  now  had  rendered  the  communication  by 
fea  between  the  prefidencies  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel  almoft 
imprafticable  till  the  change.  But  befides  its  great  importance  to  navigation, 
the  difcovery  is  of  eflential  fervice  to  the  company  5  for  ftiould  Bombay  be 

*  “In  working  n'pitomFortSt.Da’vidtoMadra/s,  if  during  theN.E.  monfoon,  the  moft  certain 
and  expeditious  method  is  to  Ilretch  about  20  leagues  to  fea  before  you  Hand  in  for  the  land. 
I  know  an  inftance  of  two  lltips  of  war  failing  together  from  Fort  St.  David,  one  of  which 
never  llood  farther  than  about  6  or  7  leagues  from  -the  land,  and  was  14  days  in  her  pafiage 
to  Madrafs ;  but  the  other,  by  the  foremcntioned  method,  performed  it  in  4  days.  So  in 
working  to  windward  on  this  coaft  in  the  S.  W.  monfoon,  Ihips  Ihould  be  clofe  in  with  the 
land  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening  to  make  advantage  of  the  land-wind  ;  and  (hould  be  well 
off  fliore  between  1 1  and  12  o’clock  at  noon,  to  make  a  good  ftretch  in  with  the  fea  breeze.” 

Extrad  of  niinutes  made  by  Captain  Richard  King,  an  ojfcer  inborn  I  Jhall  have  frequent 
occafion  to  mention. 

f  In  the  month  of  April  this  gallant  officer  with  a  very  fmall  force  reduced  lix  of 
Angria's  forts,  and  took  or  deftroyed  fifteen  armed  veffels  in  their  harbours.  One  of  thefe  forts, 
Severndroog,  was  the  ftrongeft  Angria  had,  Geriah  excepted,  and  covered  his  beft  port  for  Ihelter- 
ing  his  Ihips  to  the  northward  ol  Geriah,  and  was  that  which  gave  independency  to  his  ancef- 
tors.  Its  vicinity  alfo  to  Bombay  his  cruizers  an  opportunity  of  being  with  impunity  very 
troublefome  to  the  Englifi,  as  there  they  always  had  an  afylum  of  retreat,  efteenied  impreg¬ 
nable.  See  a  particular  account  of  the  Commodore’j  conduit  and  courage  in  this  expedition,  in  Orme’s 
hiilory  of  India. 
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attacked  by  an  enemy,  though  our  fquadron  was  on  the  other  coaft,  v^e  can  175^?. 
by  this  palTage  proceed  at  any  time  to  its  relief.  u— 

We  lay  ztMadrafs  till  the  loth  oi  Odioher^  when  wealfo  failed  for  Bombay^ 
to  avoid  the  tempeft  which  was  to  be  expedted  on  the  change  of  the  monioon, 
and  to  refit  our  (hips.  We  arrived  at  Bombay  the  nth  of  November^  and 
found  there  Lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Clive,  who  had  lately  landed  on  the 
ifland  with  three  companies  of  the  king’s  artillery  from  England.  He  was  fent 
out  with  a  defign  of  afting  in  conjunftion  with  the  Maharattas,  againft  the 
French  in  the  Carnatic  2,x\di  Deccan\  but  finding  that  a  truce  had  been  agreed 
upon  with  that  nation,  and  perhaps  partly  excited  by  Mr.  James's  late 
fuccefs,  it  was  judged  proper  by  Admiral  JVatfon,  Mr.  Boiirchier  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Bombay,  Colonel  Clive,  &c.  that  the  fea  and  land  forces  united 
with  the  Maharattas  fhould  attempt  the  deftroying  Angria's  piratical  ftate, 
which  was  become  exceedingly  formidable,  troublefome,  and  dangerous, 
not  only  to  the  Maharattas,  who  were  his  neighbours,  but  alfo  to  our 
Eaji  India  company,  and  the  whole  Malabar  coaft.  The  admiral  imme¬ 
diately  informed  Mr.  Bourchier,  that  his  majefty’s.  (hips  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  command,  were  in  readinefs  to  proceed  on  the  intended 
expedition,  and  that  the  fooner  they  entered  on  the  bufinefs  the  better  *,  as 
the  careening  and  refitting  the  fquadron  would  be  a  work  of  time,  and 
more  proper  to  be  done  after,  than  before,  fuch  an  undertaking.  But  the 
governor  not  having  been  able  to  fettle  every  thing  relative  to  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  Maharatta  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  EaJl  India  company ;  or 
the  government  of  the  fortrefs  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  taken  ;  he  fent  Mr.  Watfon 
word,  that  all  thefe  preliminaries  ought  to  be  adjufted  before  the  expedition 
took  place,  left  any  difpute  might  arife  afterwards  and  that  from  the  prefent 
complexion  of  our  allies,  he  apprehended  the  fettling  thefe  matters  would 
take  up  fome  time. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  the  admiral  thought  fit  to  alter  his  firft 
plan,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  whole  fquadron  to  fail  into  the  harbour 
to  careen.  But  while  the  careening  Work  was  going  forwards,  the  admiral* 
thought  proper  to  difpatch  Commodore  James  with  three  of  the  companies 
(hips  to  look  into  Gcriah,  and  reconnoitre  the  harbour  and  fortifications  y 
this  gentleman’s  diligence  and  fuccefs  in  the  affair  cannot  better  be  exp  re  (fed 
than  in  his  own  words,  in  a  letter  he  fent  to  the  admiral  the  day  of  his 
return  from  Geriah. 

Fo  Charles  Watfon  Efq;  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red  fq^uadron  of  his  majcjly's 
fleet,  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  his  majefly's  jhips  and  vejfels  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  and  of  the  marine  force  of  the  Eaft  India  company, 

SIR, 

I  Have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  I  arrived  off  Geriah,  with  the 
Protedlor,  Revenge,  and  Guardian  under  my  command,  on  the  morning 
of  the  14th  inftant  j  where  I  faw  the  enemies  fleet,  confifting  of  3  three-rhaft 
I  grabs. 
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^755-  grabs;  8  ketches  and  12  or  r4  gallivats  in  the  harbour,  rigged  and  their 

— - - ’  Tails  bent,  with  one  three-maft  grab  having  only,  her  lower  mails  rigged. 

— I  Hood  into  feven  fathom  water,  when  1  think  I  was  within  point  blank 
fltot  of  the  fort,  but  they  did  not  fire  at  us. — I  was  exceedingly  furprized 
at  finding  the  place  fo  widely  different  from  what  I  had  heard  it  repre- 
fented :  1  allure  yon.  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  called  high,  nor  in  my  opinion 
ftrongi  it  is  indeed  a  large  mafs  of  buildings,  and  I  believe  the  walls  may 
be  thick,  but  that  part  of  the  works  w^hich  fell  under  my  obfervation,  and 
which  was  three  quarters  of  their  circumference,  is  quite  irregular,  with  round, 
towers  and  long  curtains  in  the  eallern  manner,  and  which  difeovered  only 
thirty-two  embrafures  below,  and  fifteen  above.  On  the  welt  fide  of  the 
harbour  is  a  fine,  fiat  table  land  oppofite  the  fort,  and  I  think  within 
gun  ihot,  but  I  am  fure  within  dillance  for  bombarding,  and  from  whence 
a  very  good  diverfion  might  be  made,  while  the  principal  attack  is  carried 
on  by  the  fliips,  and  from  a  hill  to  the  fouthward  of  tiie  fort.  The  hill  is 
very  near  to,  and  full  as  high  as  the  fort,  for  when  we  were  at  a  confiderable 
dillance  it  hid  all  the  fort  except  the  top  of  one  houfe  and  the  flag-ffaff : 
it  is  alfo  very  plain  from  our  depth  of  water,  that  the  Ihips  can  go  near 
enough  for  battering,  and  confequently  for  throwing  lliells.  There  are 
alfo  three  Tandy  bays  under  this  hill,  without  any  furf  to  render  the  land¬ 
ing  difficult  i  the  firll  two  are  rather  too  near  the  fort,  but  the  third  is 
out  of  their  line  of  fire — The  water  is  deep  enough  for  the  Ihips  to  cover  the 
defeent,  and  the  hill  fo  acceffible  as  to  make  the  getting  up  of  cannon, 
quite  eafy  afterwards.  There  is  a  very  large  town  betwixt  the  fort  and  this 
hill,  the  houfes  of  which  are  covered  with  Cajans^  and  which  the  inhabitants 
will  undoubtedly  abandon  and  dellroy  upon  our  landing,  and  then  fiy  to  the 
fort  as  at  my  attack  of  Severndroog  in  which  cafe,  great  numbers  mull  be 
killed  by  the  lliells,  the  place  being  fo  crowded  and  populous  that  they  cannot 
fall  amifs,  and  many  upper  buildings  mull  of  courfe  be  knocked  down,  which 
will  occafion  great  diforder  and  confulion. — They  Tent  out,  no  boats  while 
I  was  off  the  place,  and  to  deceive  them,  I  caufed  all  the  fails  to  be  furled 
a  little  before  dark,  and  made  the  fignal  to  anchor;  after  which  I  ran 
out  of  fight  in  the  night,  fo  that  they  are  ignorant  whether  I  proceeded 
to  the  northward  or  fouthward. — Several  of  the  Gallivats  had  blue,  or  green, 
and  white  pendants  like  the  Portuguefe  at  their  malt  heads,  and  one  of 
them  had  a  white  flag  with  a  red  crofs  in  the  middle,  which  they  hauled 
down  when  I  drew  near. — Nothing  remarkable  has  happened  in  this  cruife; 
the  Maharatta  fleet  was  at  Severndreog  on  my  going  down  and  coming 

up. - I  lhall  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  to  relate  farther  particulars, 

and  have  the  honour  to  be, 

.  .  Sir,'. 

Your  molt  humble. 

and  obedient  fervant, 

W.  J  AM  ES.' 

Prote(5lor,  off  Bombay, 

21  Dec.  1755. 

.About 
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About  ten  days  after  Mr.  James's  return,  it  being  rumour’d  that  Angrla,  *755- 

alarm’d  at  the  great  preparations  to  attack  him,  had  in  a  fit  of  defpondency  ' - '* — 

refolved  to  invite  the  Portugueze  to  take  pofiefiion  of  Geriah,  and  to  hoift 
the  flag  of  that  nation  in  the  fortrefs,  the  admiral  fent  alfo  his  own  firfl: 
lieutenant.  Sir  William  Hewet  Baronet,  and  who  was  a  good  draughtfman, 
in  the  Revenge  frigate  before  Geriah^  to  obferve  whether  any  alteration  had 
taken  place  there,  and  with  orders  to  afcertain  as  near  as  polTible  the  exaft 
fl;ate  of  the  harbour  and  the  fort.  TuUagee  Angria^  on  feeing  the  Revenge 
come  to  an  anchor  in  the  very  mouth  of  his  harbour,  and  her  boat  found¬ 
ing  all  round  it,  gave  orders  to  the  commanders  of  his  grabs  and  gallivats," 
fome  of  which  he  filled  with  combuflible  matter,  to  pufh  out,  and  burn 
Sir  William  Hewet's  velTel,  to  punifli  him  (as  he  termed  it)  for  his  in- 
folence.  His  intentions  however  were  entirely  fruftrated  by  Sir  William'^ 
judicious  and  fpeedy  manner  of  executing  the  bufinefs  he  was  fent  upon. 

The  heaving  down  and  refitting  the  feveral  fhips  of  the  fquadron, 
engaged  all  our  attention  for  fome  time,  and  this  important  affair  was 
attended  with  many  unforefeen  difficulties :  for  on  our  endeavouring  to 
heave  down  the  Kent^  her  careening  tackle  broke,  fo  that  fhe  righted  fud^ 
denly  before  fhe  was  keel  out.  In  a  few  days  afterwards  .we  made  the 
fame  experiment  again,  but  then  her  main-mafl:  gave  way.  This  was 
attended  with  great  concern  and  vexation,  and  fuch  as  would  have  been 
without  refource,  had  there  not  been  another  ftick  in  the  company’s  marine 
yard,  which,  after  a  whole  month’s  inceffant  labour  upon  it,  furniflied  us 
with  another  main-maft.  The  Cumberland  had  been  fo  very  leaky  for  a 
long  time,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  bring  her  on  the  (hore,  to  fearch  out 
'and  repair  the  defeat.  This  was  accordingly  attempted  the  firfl:  fpring-tide, 
but  as  fhe  could  not  be  made  to  heel  fufficiently  at  that  time,  fhe  was 
brought  off  again  the  next  tide,  and  foon  after  happily  hove  down  by  the 
Kent.  The  defe<5t,  which  had  been  fo  long  complained  of,  proved  to  be  in 
her  garboard  flrake,  and  was  effedtually  repaired  with  much  lefs  trouble  than 
was  at  firfl  apprehended.  The  admiral,  anxious  to  have  all  his  fhips  ready 
for  the  fea,  and  apprehenfive  that  another  accident  might  happen  fliould 
he  attempt  again  to  heave  down  the  Kent,  by  the  advice  of  the  proper 
officers,  ordered  her  to  be  brought  to  heel  on  the  mud,  and  there  her 
'bottom  was  cleaned  to  within  a  few  flrakes  of  the  keel.  The  Tyger  and 
Salijhury  hove  down  by  each  other  without  the  leafl  accident,  and  the  Bridge- 
water  and  King's-fi/her  floop  went  into  the  company’s  dock. 

All  things  being  at  lafl  in  readinefs  for  putting  to  ffa  *,  a  council  was  iyc6 
held,  at  Mr.  Wagon's  particular  defire,  between  the  fea  and  land  officers,  .  .  ^  . 

both  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  Eali  India  company,  with  a 
view  of  obviating  any  difficulties  that  might -arife  in  regard  to  the  proper 
diflribution  of  prize-money,  fliould  the  intended  expedition  be  crowned 
with  fucevfs.  It  was  fettled  at  this  council,  that  Admiral  Wajvn,  as  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  king’s  fquadron,  Ihould  have  two  thirds  of  one 
eighth  of  the  whole  j  and  Rear-admiral  one  third  of  one  eighth. 

M  Lieutenant- 
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* 

5^-  Lieutenant-Colonel  CUve  and  Major  Chambers  were  to  fliare  equally  with 
V — ^  the  captains  of  the  king’s  Ihips.  The  captains  of  the  company’s  fhips, 
and  armed  veflels,  and  captains  of  the  army,  were  to  have  an  equal  (hare 
with  the  lieutenants  of  the  men  of  war.  I’he  fubaltern  officers  of  the  army,, 
and  lieutenants  of  the  company’s  armed  fhips  and  veflels,  were  to  have  the 
fame  diftribution  as  the  warrant-officers  of  the  navy,  Cfe. 

Thefe  articles  however  had  fcarcely  been  agreed  upon  in  council,  before- 
Colonel  Clive^  who  commanded  in  chief  on  ffiore,  paid  a  vifit  to  Mr.  JVatfon, 
find  acquainted  him,  that  the  army  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  terms  oir 
which  he,  as  their  commander  in  chief,  was  to  ffiare;  and  that  to  make 
thofe  gentlemen  eafy,  who  were  to  ferve  under  him,  he  found  hiinfelf 
under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  of  remonflrating,  and  requiring  that,  as 
commander  of  the  army,  he  might  be  entitled  to  a  more  honourable  di- 
vifion.  The  argument  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  went  upon,  was,  that 
tho’  Mr.  ClivCy  by  virtue  of  the  commiffion  he  bore  in  common  of  lieutenant- 
colonel,  could  claim  but  an  equal  fhare  with  a  captain  in  the  navyj  yet  on 
this  occafion,  being  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  he  ought  certainly 
to  be  particularly  diftinguiffied,  and  be  admitted,  at  leaf!;,  to  fliare  with 
Mr.  Pococky  the  fecond  fea-officer,  who  was  a  Rear  admiral.  Mr.  TVatfon 
replied,  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
articles  agreed  upon  in  council  v  neither  indeed  would'  his  doing  it  be  at 
.all  confiflent  either  with  cuftom,  or  the  different  ranks  which  Admiral' 
Pocock  and  Colonel  Clive  bore  in  the  refpedlive  fervices  :  He  told  the  colonel 
however,  that  to  fatisfy  the  wifhes  of  the  army,  which  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs,  he  deemed  to  be  a  point  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  he 
would  give  fecurity  under  his  own  hand,  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  out 
of  any  monies  he  himfelf  might  be  entitled  to,  fo  as  to  make  the  fliare  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  that,  of  Mr.  Pocock  exaflly  alike. 
The  colonel,  fenfibly  {truck  with  Mr.  Watfbn's,  difintereftednefs,  anfwered, 
that  provided  his  officers  were  fatisfied  with  the  propofal,  he  for  his  own 
part  fhoLild  come  into  it  with  great  chearfulnefs.  He  accordingly  took  the  ' 
firft  opportunity  of  making  thofe  gentlemen  acquainted  with  the  admiral’s  de-. 
claration,  who  were  fo  much'plcafed  therewith,  that  from  that  moment  all  dif- 
content  ceafed,  and  the  expedition  went  on  with  the  greateft  unanimity  *■. 

The  troops,  confifting  of  about  700  EuropeanSy  300  TopaJfeSy  and  300 
Sepoysy  being  put  on  board  the  king’s,  and  company’s  fliips,  the  whole  ' 

*  After  the  reduflion  of  Geriah,  and  the  money  taken  there  had  been  diftributed  according 
to  the  articles  agreed  upon  in  council,  it  was  found  that  a  confiderable  fum,  a  thoufand 
pounds  at  lead,  was  due  from  Admiral  Watfon  to  Colonel  Cli^e  upon  this  account.  The 
admiral  prelently  fent  this  fum  with  his  compliments  to  the  colonel;  who  returned  it  in  the* 
nroft  polite  manner,  acquainting  the  admiral  at  the  fame  time,  that  altho’  for  the  good  of 
the  fervice,  he  had  found  it  neceflary  to  appear  to  accept  of  the  terms'  he  had  fo  gene- 
roully  offered  him,  yet  as  the  money  could  not  come  to  him  but  out  of  the  admiral’s  private 
purfe,  he  had  always  determined  with  himfelf,  and  now  an  opportunity  offered  for  him  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  he  could  not,  and  would  not  accept  of  it  by  any  means.  Thus  did  thefe  two  gallant 
oflicers  endeavour  to  outvie  each  other  in  mutual  proofs  of  difintereftednefs  and  generofity. 

4  fleet 
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fleet  failed  ivom  Bombay  February  7th  1756,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  1756, 
Geriah  road  on  the  1  ith  following.  We  found  cruizing  off  the  place,  Cap-  '-—v — 
tain  Martin  with  his  majefty’s  fhip  the  Bridgewater,  and  King’s-fijher  (loop; 
and  the  Protedlor  and  two  20  gun  fhips  belonging  to  the  company,  which 
the  admiral  had  difpatched  in  January  to  block  up  the  port.  The  Maha- 
ratta  fleet  were  alfo  here,  confifting  of  3  or  4  grabs,  and  40  or  50  of  their 
frhaller  veflels,  or  gallivats.  They  lay  to  the  northward  of  Geriah,  in  a 
creek  called  Rajapore,  the  fmall  fort  of  which,  they  had  taken  from  Angria 
juft  before  our  arrival.  This  fleet  was  commanded  by  Nari-Punt, 

The  Maharattas  had  alfo  aflembled  an  army,  confifting  of  about  5  or 
6000  horfe,  and  the  fame  number  of  foot,  who  were  under  the  command 
of  Ramajee-Punt,  another  of  their  general-officers :  this  laft  came  on 
board  the  Kent  to  pay  his  refpecfts  to  Admiral  Watfon  ;  fome  guns  were 
fired  on  the  occafion  ;  and  the  admiral,  to  do  him  the  greater  honour,  con- 
dueled  him  in  perfon  to  the  feveral  parts  of  the  ffiip,  but  at  the  fight  of 
its  batteries  he  appeared  greatly  aftonilhed. 

The  very  fame  day  we  arrived  before  Geriah,  the  admiral  fummoned  the 
fort  to  furrender.  He  received  for  anfwer,  “  That  the  garrifon  were  well 
-apprized  of  the  force  he  brought  with  him  ;  but  if,  agreeable  to  the  fum- 
mons  he  had  fent,  he  was  refolved  to  be  mafter  of  the  fort,  he  muft  take  it 
by  force,  for  they  were  refolved  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  laft  extremity.” 

I'he  next  morning,  however,  feveral  of  Angria\  relations,  accompanied 
by  fome  officers  of  Ramajee-Punt^s  army,  came  on  board,  in  order,  as  they 
pretended,  to  take  a  view  of  the  fquadron  •,  but  their  real  bufinefs  was  to 
found  the  admiral  in  regard  to  his  final  determinations.  They  had  before 
waited  upon  the  Maharatta  general  on  the  fame  errand.  Mr.  JVatfon  gave 
orders  for  their  feeing  the  Ihip,  and  afterwards  told  them  to  acquaint  An¬ 
gria,  that  he  once  more  demanded  a  furrender  of  the  fort;  and  that  if  he 
would  give  it  up  peaceably  and  with  a  good  grace,  before  any  hoftilities 
commenced,  he,  his  family  and  people  might  depend  upon  his  proteftion. 

In.  reply  to  this  offer  of  the  admiral,  they  earneftly  intreated  him  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  his  fhips  where  they  then  lay,  and  promifed  in  a  few  days  to 
return  again  to  him  with  an  anfwer.  But  the  admiral,  having  been  fur- 
nifhed  with  demonftrative  proofs  from  the  obfervations  made  by  thofe  who 
had  reconnoitered  the  port,  and  by  Commodore  James\  venturing  to  go 
one  night  in  the  ProtebJoPs  barge  fo  far  as  to  bring  the  flag-ftaff  to  bear 
S.  W.  which  is  within  the  fort,  where  he  found  not  lefs  than  three  and 
-a  half  fathom  water,  (fufficient  depth  for  the  large  fhips  to  go  in);  he  told 
them,  he  would  not  wait  one  moment,  but  on  that  very  day,  as  foon  as 
the  fea-breeze  would  permit,  he  was  determined  to  fall  into  the  harbour, 
and  there,  and  there  only,  would  he  treat.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  them 
his  word,  that  unlefs  the  fort  fired  firft  on  his  fhips,  while  they  were  under 
fail,  he  would  not  commence  hoftilities,  nor  before  he  had  received  an  anfwer 
from  Angria ;  giving  them  to  underftand  however,  that  he  fhould  not  wait 
a  great  while  for  this  anfwer,  and  that  at  all  events  he  was  determined  to 
make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  place.  And  as  an  earneft  of  his  fixe-d  refblu- 

M  2  tion 
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i75^‘  tion  In  thi^  laft  particular,  he  ordered  that  a  thirty-two  pound  ball  Ihould 
be  put  into  their  hands,  which  he  defired  them  to  carry  as  a  prefent  to 
their  mailer,  and  then  difmified  them. 

Between  one  and  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  fquadron  weighed 
anchor,  and  flood  in  with  a  light  breeze,  in  two  columns,  tor  Gtrifijb  har¬ 
bour.  The  outfide  column  was  led  by  the  King's-fijher  (loop.  Captain 
Smith.  *  The  Bridgewater,  Captain  Martin^  led  the  line  of  battle  ihips,  con¬ 
fining  of  the  B’yger,  Captain  Latham  Kent,  Admiral  JVatfon,  and  Captain 
Speke ;  Cumberland,  Admiral  Pecock,  and  Captain  John  Harrifan  ;  Salijbury,, 
Captain  Thomas  Knowler  •,  and  the  Protestor,  James,  and 

Captain  Morgan,  a  ihip  of  44  guns  belonging  to  the  Eajl  India  company^ 
By  which  wife  difpofition,  according  to  the  orders  -f*  which  the  admiral 
iiTued,  each  line  of  battle  ihip  covered  a  bomb-ketch,  and  protefled  the 
column  of  fmaller  veifels  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  Drake,  Warren, 
Triumph,  Viper,  and  Difpatch  bomb-veifels,  were  under  the  diredlion  of 
Captain  Tovey,  of  his  majefty’s  train  of  Artillery;  and  the  Maharatta  gah 
livats  and  other  fmall  veifels  formed  a  third  line  out  of  gun-ihot. 


The  engagement  began  about  two,  by  the  enemy  firing  on  the  King’s-^ 
fijher',  which  Ihe  and  the  Revenge  foon  returned.  In  lefs  than  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  being  ilill  under  fail,  the  admiral  made  the  general  fignal  ta 
engage.  Soon  after  that,  the  Revenge  anchored,  as  did  alfo  the  Kent,  and 
the  other  ihips  of  the  fquadron.  But  the  Tyger  having  done  this,,  without 
the  admiral’s  perceiving  her  fignal,  for  he  had  ordered  each  ihip  to  make 
a  fignal  on  her  coining  to  anchor,  the  Kent  fell  on  board  her,  carried 


*  On  the  death  of  Captain  Mighel  in  1755,  Admiral  Waf/ons  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Jaljn  Uar-< 
rifon  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  King’s-fijhen  •,  but  on  Mr.  Pvcock’s  hoifting  his>  flag. 
Captain  Harri/on  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Cumberland  under  Admiral  Pocock,  and, 
Mr,  Smith,  then  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Kent,  fucceeded  to  the  King^s-fjher  flpop. 


-j-  “  By  Charles  Watfon,  Efq;  Rear-admiral  of  the  Red  fquadron  of  his  majefty’s  fleet,  and. 
commander  in  chief  of  all  his  majefty’s  (hips  and  vefl'els  employed  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and 
of  the  marine  force  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to,  and  in  thefe  parts.. 


“YOU  are  hereby  required  and  diredled  to  obferve  the  following  form,  in  failing  into-  tho 
harbour  of  Geriah  .• 


King’s-Jijker. 

Revenge. 

Bombay  Grab. 
Guardian. 

Drake  Bomb-Jcetch 
Warren  ditto. 
triumph  ditto* 
Viper  ditto. 
Difpatch  ditto. 


Bridgewater* 

Kent, 

Cumberland, 

Salijbury. 

Protestor. 


Each  Qiip  is  required  to  keep  as  near'as  poftible,  bat  to  take  care  not  to  run  on  board  or>0‘ 
another ;  and  when  the  fignal  is  made  to  anchor,  each  fhip  is  to  repeat  it  as  far  as  the  Salt/- 
bury.  TVe  King* s~fijher  floop,  and  the  Ihips  aftern  of  her,  are'^to  make  fail  up  the  harbour, 
and  do  their  utmoft  endeavour  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  to  take,  fink,  burn,  or  otherwife 
deftroy  all  their  grabs'  and  fmall  veifels.  Dated  on  board  his  majefty’s' Ihip  ititKent,  oIF 
Geriah,  l2S.h.  oi  F ebruary,  1756.’^ 


'4 


away 
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away  her  bowlp'rh 'e'rrd,  and  broke  her  fpritfail  yard.  The  two  fhips  how-  t75^>. 
ever  foon  got  clear  of  each  other,  and  then  ’the  engagement  began  with  ' — 
vigor.  After  an  inceffant  fire  had  been  kept  np  againft  the  fort  for  about 
half  an  hour,  the  admiral  fent  orders  to  the  Re^eitge  and  Guardian  to  ceafe 
from  firing,  for  he  plainly  perceived  that  their  fitot  fell  fhort;  and  at  the  fame 
time  he  gave  the  fignal  to  the  'Ryger  and  SaliJImry  to  direft  their  whole  fire 
againft  the  north-eaft  bafiion.  Soon  after  this,  a  fliell  fortunately  let  fire  to 
the  Refioration-^-al?^  which  had  formerly  been  taken  by  Angria  from  our 
Raft  India  company ;  and  fhe  driving  among  the  reft  of  the  enemy’s  Ihip- 
ping,  which  were  la'fhed  together,  let  them  all  in  flames  ;  fo  that  in  a  few 
hours  almoft  the  whole  of  Angria"%  fleet  was  deftroyed.  The  fire  alfo  was 
communicated  to  a  large  Ihip  lying  on  the  Ihore,  and  from  her  to  feveral 
fmaller  veflels  that  were  building  •,  and  from  thefe  la'ft  it  was  conveyed  to 
the  arfenal,  ftcrehoufe,  fuburbs,  and  city,  and  even  to  feveral  parts  of  the. 
fort,  particularly  to  a  fquare  tower,  where  it  continued  burning  all  the 
night  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  ftone  walls  appeared  like  red-hot  iron. 

About  half  after  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  admiral  perceiving  that  the 
enemy’s  guns  were  almoft  filenced,  made  the  fignai  for  the  fquadron  alfo  to^ 
leave  off  firing*,  and  taking  the  advantage  of  the  tide,  which  was  now  at. 
its  height,  he  ordered  the  fhips  which  had  been  thrown  a  little  out  of  the  line 
by  the  before-mentioned  accident,  to  warp  in  nearer  the  fort  into  four  fa¬ 
thom  water,  dole  to  Admiral  Rocock  in  the  Cimherland^  who,  contrary  to 
the  advice  of  his  pilot,  had,  in  ftanding  in,  ventured  as  near  as  the  fhips^ 
which  drew  much  lefs  water,  and  by  a  very  judicious  and  officer-like  ma¬ 
noeuvre  in  bringing  his  fhlp  up  by  an  anchor  droptfrom  one  of  the  gun-room 
ports,  prevented  her  fv/ingingwith  the  flood-tide  and  fea-breeze  which  fet  right 
in.  In  a  fliort  time  after,  the  enemy  having  again  brifkened  their  fire,  the 
admiral  made  the  proper  fignai  for  the  fquadron  to  do  the  fame.  This  had 
fuch  an  effed,  that  at  half  paft  fix  the  enemy’s  fire  w^as  entirely  filenced  ^ 
which  the  admiral  obferving,.  he  again  gave  orders  to  ceafe  from  firing. 

At  half  after  feven,  Colonel  Clive,  v/ith  the  troops  under  his  com-^ 
inand,  left  the  fliips,  in  order  to  land  at  the  moft  convenient  place  to  the 
eaftward  of  the  fort  •,  and  at  about  a  quarter  after  nine,  the  Colonel  made 
two  falfe  fires,  to  fhew  that  he  was  fafely  landed,  and  that  the  troops 
which  had  been  obferved  on  the  hill  were  our  Maharatta  allies*  The 
bmnh-veft'els,  continued  throv/ing  flnells  into  the  fort  till  day-iighr,  when 
the  admiral  ordered  all  the  line  of  battle  fliips  to  warp  in  as  clofe  as 
poffible,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  batter  in  breach  as  foon  as  lie 
flaould  throw  out  the  fignai ;  and  in  that  cafe  he  commanded  them  to 
make  ufe  of  their  lower  deck  guns  only,  unlefs  their  upper  ones  fliouid 
afterwards  be  found  necefiary  to  filence  any  fire  which  might  chance 
to  be  made  by  the  enemy.  An  officer  was  then  fent  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  the  governor,  and  with  a  fecond  fummons  to  furrender  the  fort.  He 
foon  came  back  with  the  governor’s  refufal  j  upon  which  all  the  fliips 
immediately  warped  wichitr  a  cable’s  length  of  the  fort  in  three  fathom, 
and  a  quarter  water,  and  the  fignai.  was  tiirown  out,  to  renew  the  attack. 

4  this*- 
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175^*  This  was  done  with  fo  much  fpirit,  that  about  two  o’clock  a  magazine  in 
^  ;  tJ-je  fort  blew  up,  and  about  four,  a  flag  was  hung  out  as  a  fignal  of  fub- 

miffion.  Upon  this  the  admiral  knt  Richard  King  to  demand 

an  immediate  entrance  into  the  fort  for  the  king’s  troops,  and  that  the 
Britijh  flag  fhould  be  hoifted  on  one  of  the  baftions.  A  little  before  five, 
the  lieutenant  returned  with  an  accdiint,  that  the  governor  confented  to  the 
hoifting  Englijh  colours,  that  he  was  willing  to  admit  five  or  fix  of  our 
men  that  evening,  and  that  the  enfuing  morning  he  would  furrender 
the  place.  This  anfwer  not  being  deemed  fatisfadory,  we  once  more 
renewed  our  fire ;  but  at  a  quarter  after  five,  they  again  thought 
proper  to  hang  out  the  flag  of  capitulation,  and  all  hoftilities  ceafed. 
Colonel  Clive^  who,  from  the  time  he  difembarked  with  the  troops,  had 
been  making  his  approaches  by  land,  and  had  greatly  annoyed  the  enemy 
with  his  cannon,  then  came  on  board  the  admiral’s  fhip,  bringing  with  him 
an  officer  from  the  fort  with  articles  of  capitulation.  Thefe  were  prefently 
agreed  to  by  the  two  admirals  and  colonel ;  and  an  Englijh  officer  was  fent 
in  to  take  polTeffion  of  the  fort,  and  to  hoift  Englijh  colours.  Prefently 
afterwards  the  Captains  Forbes  and  Buchanan  were  detached  with  lixty  men 
to  fee  the  garrifon  lay  down  their  arms;  and  on  the  14th,  at  fun*rifing, 
the  colonel  and  the  whole  army  marched  into  the  place 

Thus  at  the  expence  of  no  more  than  twenty  men  killed  and  wounded, 
the  important  fortrefs  of  Geriah  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englijh^  in  which 
the  vidlors  found  250  pieces  of  cannon,  fix  mortars,  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  {lores  and  ammunition:  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling  in  filvef 
rupees,  and  about  thirty,  thoufand  more  in  valuable  effedls.  By  this  con- 
queft  too,  the  notorioully  infamous  Angria  was  entirely  ruined,  and  his 
whole  country,  which  extended  four  degrees  of  latitude  along  the  coaft, 
was  taken  from  him.  He  himfelf  efcaped  our  hands,  having  left  the  fort 
two  or  three  days  before  it  was  attacked  the  government  of  which  he 
committed  to  one  of  his  wife’s  brothers,  under  whofe  care  alfo  he  put  his 
two  wives  and  both  his  children  f. 

*  CzT^tiawThomas  Knenvler  of ‘the  Salijhnryt  who  enjoyed  but  a  poor  ftate  of 'health  in  this 
country,  after  a  gallant  difeharge  of  his  duty  on  the  expedition  to  Geriah,  was  permitted  to 
^]uit  his  fliip,  and  return  to  Europe.  Captain  of  the  Bridgewater,  on  this  fucceeded 

to  the  Salijbury,  Captain  to  the  command  of  the  Bridgewater',  and  Admiral  Watfon'% 

firit  lieutenant,  William  Hewet,  to  t\\^  King' s-fjher ;  but  this  gentleman’s  bad  Hate  of  health, 
and  his  being  charged  with  the  admiral’s  difpatches  home  on  account  of  the  fuccels  at  Geriah, 
foon  made  room  for  Mr.  Richard  Toby,  the  next  in  .commatad  on  board  the  Kent,  to  fucceed^to 
the  King' SfFijher^ 

f  „Soon  after  the  furrender  of  Geriah,  Angria' %  two  children,  and  one  of  his  wives,  were 
taken  ill  of  the  fmall-pox.  At  Mr.  Wcff/on’s  requelf,  I  conliantly  attended  them,  and  fent 
fuch  medicines  as  I  judgcd  \vere  proper  for  them.  They  always  appeared  very  thankful  for 
what  I  did;  but  I  aftervvards  discovered  that  they  had  not  taken  any  of  the  medicines.  They 
preferred  the  common  method  (deferibed  in  chap.  4,)  ufed  by  the  phyfical  pradlitioners  in 
their  country,  befprinkling  the  patient  with  lifted  w'ood-alhes  as  ibon  as  the  puftules  begin 
to  iill,  which  they  add  to,  or  diminiHi  from,  according  to  the  greater  or  lefs  quantity  of 
variolous  matter.  One  of  his  family  had  a  pock  of  the  confluent  kind,  and  was  covered 
rfrom  head  to  foot  with  a  flies ;  which,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  diforder,  appeared  like  a 
mafs  of  pafte,  furrounding  the  whole  .body.  The  whole  family  of  Angria  recovered  however 
fjo.n  the  dii'eafe. 


Admiral 
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A^mwdX  TVatfon^  foon  after  the  redudion  of  the  place,  took  an  oppor-  1756. 
'  t'linity  of  vifiting  thefe  unfortunate  captives  ;  and  the  interview  between 
them  was  beyond  meafure  affeding.  UpoiV  his  entering  their  houfe,  the 
whole  family  made  a  grand  jalaani^  or  reverential  bending  of  their  bodies, 
touching  the  very  ground  with  their  faces,  and  fhedding  floods  of  tears.  The 
admiral  defired  them  to  be  comforted;  adding,  “  that  they  were  now  under 
his  protedion  ;  and  that  no  kind  of  injury  fliould  be  done  them.*’  They  then 
again  made  the  falaam.  The  mother  of  Ayigria^  though  ftrongly  affcded 
with  thefe  teftimonies  of  goodnefs  and  humanity,  yet  could  not  help  crying 
out,  “that  the  people  had  no  king,  fhe  no  fon,  her  daughters  no  hulband, 
the  children  no  father !”  The  admiral  replied,  “  that  from  henceforward 
they  mufl;  look  upon  him  as. their  father  and”  their  friend.”  Upon  which 
the  youngeft  child,  a  boy  of  about  fix  years  old,  fobbing  faid,  “  Then  you 
Jhall  he  my  father 'A  and  immediately  took  the  admiral  by  the  hand,  and 
called  him  father  A  This  adioil  of  the  child’s  was  fo  very  affedling,  it 
quite  overpowered  that  brave,  that  good  man’s  heart,  and  he  found  him- 
felf  under  a  neceffity  of  turning  from  the  innocent  youth  for  a  while, 
to  prevent  the  falling  of  thofe.  tears,  which,  flood  ready  to  gufli  from 
his  eyes  *. 

Mr.  JVatfonh  intention  was  to  have  taken  the  whole  family  with  him  to 
Bombay^  and  to  have  fettled  them  at  that  place  ;  and  they  appeared  at  firflr 
to  be  greatly  pleafed  with  the  propofal,  for  above  all  things  they  dreaded 
being  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Maharattas.  But  this  intention  of  the 
admiral’s  was  never  put  in  execution  ;  for  afterwards,  at  their  own  requeft, 
he  permitted  them  to  remain  in  Geriah.  They  probably  were  ordered,  by 
fome  letter  or  meflfage  they  received  from  Angria'AmAeM^  before  the  fqua- 
dron  left  the  place,  to  afk  this  favour  of  the  admiral. 

Tullagee  Angri'a  was  an  arbitrary,  cruel  tyrant,  making  his  own  imperi¬ 
ous  will  the  only  rule  of  his  government.  He  was  originally  tributary  to- 
iht  Serajah\  but  finding  himfelf  very  powerful,  he  had  for  a  long  time 
fhook  off  all  fubjcdlion,  and  had  treated  fome  ambaffadors  fent  to  him 
from  that  prince,  to  put  him  in  mind  of  his  duty,  with  great  infolence  ; 
flitting  their  nofes,  and  commanding  them  to  go  and  tell  their  mafler,  that 
he  would  fend  him  his  pr— te  pa — ts  to  treat  with  him.  On  his  quitting, 
his  principal  fortrefs  of  Geriah  (as  before  related)  he  repaired  lo  Puna^ 
tlie  capital  city  of  iht  Maharattas^  and  made  his  fubmifiionto  the  Nanahi 
who  pardOhed  him,  but  upon  what  terms  could  never  be  exa(5lly  known. 

It  was  conjeflured  however,  and  with  great  probability,  that  he  dilcovered 
to  this  prince  the  place  where  he  had  hidden  his  treafure ;  for  it  cannot 
.  be  fuppofed' that  fo  notorious  an  offender  as  he  had  been,  w'ould  have  dared 
to  have  thrown  himfelf  at  his  fovereign’s  teet,  unlefs  he  had  it  in  his  power 
in  a  pecuniary  way  (the  only  way  then  left  him)  to  atone  for  his  pafi, 
behaviour.  And  what  flrengthens  the  fufpidon  is,  our  finding  only 

*  An  account  of  the  conqueft  of  Geriah,  and  of  this  affeiBling  feene,  was  fent  by  the 
author  to. a,  friend  in  England,  who  foon  publifhed  it  in  one  of  the  monthly  magazines. 
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1756.  looooo/.  in  money  after  the  capture  of  Geriah^  which  could  not  be  the 
V-— V- — >  tenth  part  of  what  he  really  poflefled.  The  annexed  views  of  the  fort,  - 
harbour,  and  country  round  it,  were  taken  by  the  late  Captain  Northai 
on  the  fpot  with  the  utmoft  exaclnefs  *,  and  to  Sir  William  Hewet's  and  Com¬ 
modore  Jarms*s  reports,  Mr.  Watfon  always  acknowledged  himfelf  greatly 
obliged  •,  and  Mr.  James  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  receive  the  public  thanks  of 
the  admiral  after  the  redudlion  of  the  fort.  The  harbour  of  Geriah  is  fo 
exceedingly  commodious,  as  to  make  it  the  beft  upon  the  coalt ;  and  the 
fort  was  fo  ftrong  both  by  art  and  nature  at  the  time  we  attacked  it,  that  it 
might  have  held  out  a  long  time  againft  all  our  efforts,  had  it  been 
defended  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  fldll  and  refolution. 


The  Europeans  that  were  found  in  Geriah^  and  relieved  from  flavery, 
were, 


Mr.  Robinfon,  Gamble  Connor^  'Thomas  Weji^  Stephen  Rice^  Nicholas  ’ 
Maundy  John  Brown,  Jofeph  Gallington,  James  Theft,  James  ■■ 
Durce,  William  Colley  —  —  — 

Jacob  Bufty.,  Garret  Blough,  Abraham  Paenick  —  — 


Englifh. 

Dutch. 


Before  I  entirely  quit  the  account  of  our  tranfadlions  at  this  place,  I 
muft  not  omit,  to  obferve,  that  a  young  gentleman  of  the  fquadron  found  a 
Mahoniedan  TaUfman  in  Angrials  own  houfe,  of  which  he  was  fo  obliging 
as  to  make  me  a.  prefent.  As  I  wifhed  to  have  it  explained,  I  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  James  Foulis  Baronet,  major  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  company’s  forces  at  Bombay,  a  gentleman  diftinguifhtd  for  his  learning 
and  fpeculative  turn  of  mind,  from  whom  I  afterwards  received  a  letter,  aa 
extrad  of  which  I  fliall  make  no  fcruple  to  lay  before  the  reader. 


“  It  cofl  me  no  fmall  pains  to  procure  a  proper  explication  of  your 
TaUfman  -,  for  though  it  was  eafy  to  give  a  iiteraf  tranflation  of  the  words, 
yet  few  underftood  the  proper  meaning  and  efficacy  of  the  infeription, 
which  is  a  real  curiofity  drawn  from  the  mod  profound  depths  of  muffulman 
erudition.  The  force  of  it,  according  to  their  notions,  confifts  principally 
in  the  different  names  of  God  at  the  four  corners,  and  in  the  letters  round 
the  edge  ^  by  the  different  combinations  of  which,  different  miracles  arc' 
to  be  performed;  one  manner  of  combining  them,  raifmg  ftorms;  another, 
bringing  on  calms,  or  procuring  riches,  &c.  This  of  yours  was  particu¬ 
larly  calculated  as  a  prefervative  againft  all  difeafes ;  and  by  fome  marks, 
which  I  have  not  yet  l^en  able  to  decypher,  it  is  conjeftured  that  Abdul 
Caft^ee,  whofe  name  is  on  it,  is  a  man  of  diftindtion.  I  hope  to  be  foon  able 
to  procure  a  more  exadt  account  of  the  fuppofed  nature  of  it;  in  the  mean 
time  I  fend  you  inclofed  a  literal  tranflation.  Plow  the  letters  round  the 
edge  came  to  mean  cold  or  hot,  moift  or  dry,  I  have  not  yet  learned ; 
Talifmans  of  this  valuable  kind  being  only  made  by  Saints  who  have  paffed, 
a  long  time  in  prayer  in  the  holy  temple  at  Mecca,  and  many  years  in  con¬ 
templation,  without  any  communication  with  finful  men.’* 
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CHAP.  VIH. 

♦ 

Tl^r.  Watfon  with  his  fquadron  leaves  Geriah  and  arrives  at  Bombay,  and 
from  thence  proceeds  to  Fort  St.  David. — He  there  receives  his  majejly^s  per- 
miffion  to  return  to  England,  hut  is  obliged  to  relinquijh  it^  by  difagreeable 
advices  from  the  directors  of  the  Eait  India  company. — An  Intended  expedition 
to  Golconda  defeated  by  the  fame  intelligence. — An  exprefs  arrives  from 
Bengal,  with  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Calcutta,  and  the  tragedy  of  the 
Black-hole  prifon. — "The  fq^uadron  fails  for  Bengal,  and  after  a  tedious 
pajfage  arrives  in  Ballafore  road. — Account  of  its  operations  and  conquejis 
in  the  river  Ganges  to  the  retaking  of  Calcutta. 


ON  the  19th  of  February  1756,  the  Fyger  was  difpatched  to  Bombay  with 
the  fick  and  wounded  of  the  fquadron  *,  and  on  the  17th  of  March., 
Admiral  Watfon  in  the  Kent,  came  to  an  anchor  in  Bombay  harbour;  as  did 
Adm'wdX  Pocock  in  tht  Cumberland  the  day  following.  On  the  27th  of 
April,  Mr.  Watfon  with  his  fquadron  left  Bombay,  and  once  more  failed 
for  the  Coromandel  coaft.  We  touched  at  Geriah  in  our  way,  and  on 
the  14th  of  May  got  to  Fort  St.  David's  road.  Soon  after  our  arrival 
here,  the  admiral  had  the  fatisfadion  to  receive  letters  from  the  Secre¬ 
tary.  of  State,  and  from  the  Admiralty,  acquainting  him  that  his  majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  comply  with  his  requeft  of  quitting  the  Eafi  Indies, 
and  direfling  him,  whenever  that  event  happened,  to  refign  the  command 
of  the  fquadron  to  Rear-admiral  Pocock.  The  heat  of  the  climate  had,  ever 
fince  his  firll:  arrival,  been  greatly  diftrefsful  to  Mr.  Watfon,  whole  conlli- 
tution  was  fanguine,  and  whofe  habit  was  rather  corpulent.  The  permiffion 
therefore  he  now  had  of  quitting  the  fervice,  could  not  fail  of  being  agreeable 
to  him,  and  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  expeftation  of  failing  back  to 
Europe  in  the  month  of  OSlober. 


This  fair  profpefl  v/as  foon  clouded,  however,  by  the  difagreeable 
intelligence  which  the  governor  and  cco.ncil  of  Madrafs  at  this  time  lent  to 
him,  and  which  they  juft  before  had  received  from  the  direflors  of  the 
Eafi  India  company.  The  purport  of  it,  was,  that  3000  regular  troops 
had  embarked  from  France  in  fix  fiiips  of  the  line,  and  in  the  fame  number 
ot  large  vcilels  belonging  to  their  Eafi  India  company  ;  and  that  thefe  laft,  as 
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1756.  foon  as  they  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Mauritius^  were  to  be  converted  into. 

— V- —  fhips  of  war.  With  this  account,  orders  were  faid  to  have  been  alfo  fent 
from  England  to  the  prefidency  2X  Fort  St.  George  \  “  Fo  ftand  well  on  their 
guard.,  and  to  do  their  befi  to  ■protedl  and  defend  themfelves  againji  the  threat¬ 
ening  'power  of  France.” 

An  exprefs  was  foon  difpatched  with  thele  tidings  to  Admiral  Watfon^. 

'  defiring  him  above  all  things  to  have  a  watchful  eye  on  the  proceedings  of" 
the  French  at  Pondicherry.  The  news  flew  like  lightning  into  every  quarter,, 
and  different  perfens  argyed  very  differently  upon  it.  Many  concluded, 
that  the  intelligence  fent  by  the  diredors  was  ill  founded,  bccaufe  the  fame 
Flip  that  brought  the  alarming  account,  had  brought  alfo  letters  from  Lord 
Holdernejfe.,  one  of  his  majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  who  wrote  not 
a  fyllable  on  the  fubjeft.  This  filence  of  his  lordfhip  on  a  matter  of  fo 
much  confequence  was  very  ftriking;  yet  as  there  was  a  poffibility  that  the 
directors  in  this  inftance  might  be  furnifhed  with  better  intelligence  than  the 
Secretary  of  State,  Admiral  Watfon  from  this  moment  gave  over  all  thoughts 
of  foon  leaving  Indies  \  for  however  agreeable  it  was  to  him,  he  coaid 
not  think  of  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  at  a  time  when  fo  heavy  a  cloud  was  faid 
to  be  juft  ready  to  burft  on  our  moft  important  fettlements  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  So  predominant  in  his  breaft  was  the  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  and 
the  love  of  glory,  that  though  folicited  to  return  home  by  every  allurement 
of  domeftic  felicity,  he  waved  all  thefe  confiderations,  and  refolved  (lift 
to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  haz;ards  of  a  climate,  peculiarly  fraught  with 
danger  and  difeafe. 

It  was  foon  determined  between  him  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  prefidency,' . 
that  in  every  department  we  ought  to  be  prepared  to  receive  the  French  in, 
the  moft  effeflual  manner.  For  this  purpofe  the  two  admirals,  and  ail  the 
officers  of  the  fqnadron  left  their  houfes,  and  repaired  on  board  their  fliips, 
where  they  lived  for  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  caufing  a  good  look  out  to  be 
kept  for  the  enemy  from  their  mafts  heads.  At  the  fame  time,  to  increafe 
the  alarm,  the  gentlemen  of  the  French  nation  refident  in  India.,  very  induf- 
trioufly  and  politically  reported,  and  which  report  was  echoed  by  our  good, 
friends  the  Biftch.,  that  this  formidable  armament  from  France  was  aflually 
arrived  in  the  Indian  feas.  This  pofitive  affertion  ferioufty  affeifted  the 
government  at  Madrafs.,  who  immediately  requefted  the  admiral,  to  take 
on  board  his  fquadron  the  king’s  regiment  then  Fort,  St.  David.,  and 
with  it  repair  to  the  prefidency.  The  admiral  with  great  reluflance 
quitted  Fort  St.  David,  as  he  knew  it  was  upon  all  accounts  the  properefl:- 
ftation  for  intercepting  the  French  fleet,  and  for  counterading  any  defigns 
which  the  enemy  might  have  formed  againft  our  fettlements.  But  as  he 
did  not  chufe  to  have  any  difputes  with  the  prefidency,  he  immediately  took 
Colonel  Adlercron^s  regiment  on  board,  and  failed  with  it  to  Madrafs,  where 
hepurchafed  a  veffelfor  the  king’s  fervice,  and  after  having  converted  hefi- 
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into  a  fire-iliip  under  the  name  of  the  Blaze^  he  appointed  to  the  command  ^,,.5 
of  her,  his  firft  lieutenant,  Mr.  Richard  King.  ,  _ 

f- 

On  our  arrival  cwMadrafs^  we  had  the  fatisfaClion  to  find  the  aclive  and  fpirit- 
ed  Governor  Pigct,  at  the  head  of  a  great  number  of  artificers  and  labourers, 
making  incredible  additions  to  the  fortifications  of  the  place,  hardly  allow¬ 
ing  himfelt  time  to  take  any  refrefhment,  and  fliewing  by  his  own  example, 
that  it  was  polTible  for  men,  in  times  of  imminent  danger,  to  expofe  their 
perfons  in  the  hottefl  hours  of  the  day,  and  in  the  moil  fultry  leafon  of 
the  year.  .  ■ 

Juft  before  the  account  of  this  armament  from  Europe  reached  our  cars,  the 
Nabob  of  Golconda  had  quarrelled  with  the  French  general  Monf.  who 

for  a  long  time  had  been  preying  on  the  vitals  of  his  country.  Tht  Nabob 
had  made  overtures  to  the  leading  men  of  our  prefidency  for  their  aflifting  him 
in  getting  rid  of  fo  troublefome  a  gueft,  and  they  with  pleafure  had  liftened 
to  the  propofal.  Nothing  indeed  prevented  their  fuccouring  him  at  <this 
time,  but  their  own  fuppoled  danger  from  the  formidable  French  armament 
which  was  foon  expefted  to  arrive  upon  the  coaft.  The  apprehenfion  of 
this  made  fo  ftrong  an  impreflion  on  their  minds,  that  for  fome  time  they 
appeared  more  foiicitous  about  defending  theiTifelves,  than  of  fending  any 
cffeftual  fupport  to  their  new  ally.  At  length,  however,  two  (hips  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  company  arrived  from  England  *,  and  as  they  failed  the  lateft  in 
the  feafon,  and  brought  wdth  them  no  kind  of  confirmation  of  the  firft 
alarming  intelligence,  every  one  immediately  concluded  that  it  never  had 
the  leaft  foundation.  A  detachment  of  troops  therefore,  and  a  train  of 
artillery,  were  ordered  to  be  gotten  ready  to  march  with  all  expedition  for  the 
kingdom  of  Golconda :  a  country  of  vaft  opulence,  the  fource  of  thofe 
amazing  fums  which  the  famous  Monf.  Dupleix  and  his  countrymen  had 
amafted  together,  and  from  ‘whence  indeed  all  their  importance  was 
derived. 

But  before  thefe  troops  could  be  fent  away,  an  exprefs  arrived  from  Ben- 
^<2/ with  the  difagreeable  account  of  our  fort  at  Cajfimbnzar^  near  Muxadabad^  ' 
being  taken  by  the  new  Nabobs  Serajah  al  Dowlah^  who  was  a  compound 
of  temerity,  cruelty,  ambition,  and  avarice :  he  was  particularly  incenfed  at 
Mr.  Drake  the  Englijh  governor  of  Calcutta^  under  the  pretence  of  his 
liaving  given  protection  to  fome  of  his  offending  fubjeCts-,  but  his  attack  of  the 
Englijh  fettlements,  certainly  proceeded  from  the  hopes  of  confiderable  plunder, 
added  to  the  defire  of  imprefling  his  fubjeCts  with  an  awe  of  his  military  talents 
and  prowefs.  Inftead  of  marching  with  the  great  army  he  had  raifed,  into 
the  Purhunean  country,  as  he  firft  intended,  we  were  informed  he  had  turned 
his  arms  againft  us,  and  was  expeCted  foon  to  appear  before  the  gates  of  Fort 
William  in  Calcutta.  Thefe  unfortunate  tidings  gave  us  all  great  concern ; 
and  fcarcely  were  the  firft  tranfports  of  our  chagrin  abated,  i3efore  another 
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difpatch  arrived  with  the  news  of  his  having  taken  Calcutta^  and  of  the  dread¬ 
ful  tragedy  which  happened  in  the  Black-hole  prifon  Idiis  was  fuch  a  blow, 
as  filled  us  all  with  inexpreflible  confternation  •,  and  was  enough  indeed  to- 
fhake  the  credit  of  our  Eajl  India  company  to  its  very  foundations  ;  for 
hereby  they  loft  their  principal  fettlement  in  Bengal  and  a  fort  which  fecured 
to  them  the  moft  valuable  part  of  their  commerce. 

Here  I  cannot  help  refieding  on  the  fatal  effecls  of  that  piece  of 
intelligence  already  mentioned,  which  too  haftily  reached  us,  from  the 
direftors  of  the  Eaji  India  company.  Had  we  at  the  firft  arriyal  of  our 
fquadron  from  Bombay  on  the  coaft,  been  at  liberty  to  aft,  inftead  of  being 
fixed  to  a  certain  fpot,  no  doubt  but  the  greateft  advantages  would  have, 
enfued.  Our  troops  would  inevitably  have  marched  into  the  kingdom  of 
Golconda^  as  auxiliaries  to  Salabad-jing  the  Nabob  of  that  country,  and  in 
all  probability  would  have  made  themfelves  mafters  of  all  the  ftrong-holds- 
the  French  pofTeffed  there  \  Bujfy's,  retreat  would  infallibly  have  been  cue 
off,  and  t'VQxy  Frenchman  there  muft  have  fallen  into  our  hands -f.  The  fqua¬ 
dron,  in  this  cafe,  would  likewife  have  failed  to  Mafulipat7iam^  and  there  have 
feized  upon  a  fhip  from  Pondicherry  with  400 'troops  on  board,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Law,  intended  as  a  reinforcement  for  Monf.  Bujfy. 
Thus  our  countrymen  would  have  firmly  eftabliflied  themfelves  in  one 
of  the  richeft  provinces  of  India ;  the  fpot,  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  all 
the  jealoufy  between  us  and  the  French,  and  the  original  fource  of  all  the 
troubles  which  had  arifen  in  this  part  of  the  world  :  And  that  detachment 
of  our  troops,  which  muft  have  been  in  the  country  of  Gckonda,  at  the 
time  the  melancholy  account  reached  us  of  our  Ioffes  in  Bengal,  would  have 
been  fo  far  advanced  in  their  way  to  the  relief  of  the'ir  diftreffed  country¬ 
men ;  with  this  additional  advantage,  xFzx  Salabad-jing,  being  then  in  alli¬ 
ance  with  us,  would  probably  have  joined  our  forces  with  a  body  of  his 
own ;  by  which  means  our  company’s  affairs  would  much  fooner  have  been 
retrieved,  than  they  were;  the  tedious  voyage  we  afterwards  had  from 
Madrafs  to  Bengal,  prevented  ;  and  perhaps  our  worthy  admiral  and  other 
gallant  men,  who  died  there  through  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  might 
have  left  the  river  before  the  exceffive  heats  and  rains  fet  in,  and  have  been 
now  alive  and  happy  with  their  refpeftive  families  in  Great  Britain.  But  fuch 
a  train  of  fortunate  events,  heaven  thought  not  fit  to  permit !  and  it 
would  but  ill  become  us  to  find  fault  with  its  difpenfations,  however  we 
may  be  allowed  to  fympathiz’e  in  the  affliftions  of  our  countrymen  and 
friends. 


*  An  aiTefhng  narrative  of  this  memorable  and  fhockirg  alfalr,  was  drawn  up  by  John 
7.ephaniah  Hol^ell,  Efq;  one  of  the  furviving  fulFerers,  and  publifhed  by  him  in  the  year 

1758. 

* 

f  This  was  afterwards  effected  under  the  command  of  the  gallaitt  Colonel  Fcrd. 
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Many  were  the  opinions  that  prevailed  m  India,  concerning  the  difafter  "1756. 

at  Calcutta  •,  let  it  fufFiPe  to  obferve,  that  the  condudl  of  the  governor  was  ' - 

univerfally  blamed  in  abandoning  the  fort  fo  precipitately ;  vvhile  the  cou¬ 
rage  and  refolution  of  Mr.  Holwell,  who,  with  the  afiiftance  of  a  few  gallant 
officers  and  a  feeble  garrifon,  defended  it  for  feveral  days  after  the  other 
had  left  it,  could  not  fail  of  being  much  applauded.  There  were  perfons 
however  Calcutta,  who  would  not  allow  any  ffiare  of  praife  to  be  due  to 
thefe  gentlemen ;  for  they  infifled,  that  their  having  defended  the  fort,  was 
a  matter  of  neceffity,  not  of  choice ;  and  that  both  Mr.  Hohvell  and  his 
officers  would  have  followed  the  governor  on  board  the  ffiips,  had'  there 
been  any  boats  left  to  carry  them  off. 

By  the  lofs  of  the  two  forts  at  Cajfimluxar  and  Calcutta,  the  EngliJh  Eafi  India 
company’s  affairs  w’ere  reduced  fo  low,  that  nothing  but  the  gallantry, 
and  fortitude  of  a  IVatfon,  and  the  magnanimity  and  good  fortune  of  a 
Clive,  could  poffibly  have  retrieved  them.  A  plan  of  operations  was  im¬ 
mediately  concerted  between  the  company’s  principals,  and  thefe  two  brave 
and  worthy  officers,  for  reftoring  the  company’s  affairs  in  Bengal,  recovering 
Calcutta,  and  taking  ample  vengeance  on  the  Barbarian,  who  had  exercifed 
fuch  horrid  cruelties  on  many  of  our  unhappy  countrymen.  The  necef- 
fary  ftores  and  implements  of  war,  were  fcarcely  embarked,  when  a 
veffel  arriv’’ed  from  the  Malabar  coafh,  which  brought  a  packet  for  the 
admiral,  containing  acommiffion  appointing  him  vice-admiral  of  the  blue*, 
and  orders  for  him  to  return  to  England  with  the  fquadron  under  his 
command. 

Mr.  Watfon  immediately  called  on  his  faithful  counfellors  and  friends, , 
Admiral  Poccck,  Captain  Speke,  and  his  fecretary^  Mr.  Doidge,  to  confult 
vdth  them  what  was  proper  to  be  done  in  fo  critical  a  conjuntfure;  and  it 
appearing  to  them,  as  it  had  before  to  the  admiral,  that  the  miniflry  in 
England,  when  they  fent  thefe  orders  for  his  return, '  could  not' poffibly 
forefee  the  dreadful  event  which  had  fo  lately  happened  at  Bengal  \  they 
unanimoufly  agreed,  not  only  that  the  admiral  ffiould  poflpone  his  own 
departure  for  Europe,  but  alfo  that  of  the  fquadron,  until  the  company’s 
affairs  ffiould  be  put  upon  a  better  footing  than  they  were  at  prefenr. 

The  admiral  then  fignified  his  defire  to  the  eovernor  and  feleft  committee 
at  Fort  St.  George,  to  meet  them  in  council,  in  order  to  communicate  to 
them  the  contents  of  his  packet.  When  they  were  affembled,  he  acquainted  ' 
them  with  the  tenor  of  his  late  orders.  On  which  the  committee,  quite 
confounded,  declared  with  great  ferioufnefs  and  concern,  that  the  company 
mult  be  totally  ruined,  uniefs  the  king’s  Hhps  immediately  proceeded  to 


*  And  Tome  time  after,  Mr.  W'atfcn  was  made.  Vice-admiral  of  the  White,  .but  he.  did  not 
live  to  receive  the  commiffion. 

Bengal  \ 
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1756*  Bengal \  for  it  was  not  poflible  for  them  to  tranfport  a  fufficient  number  of 

— i - '  troops  thither  in  their  own  fliips,  neither  indeed  would  they  be  of  any  ule 

when  they  got  there,  without  the  afiiftance  of  two  or  three  men  of  war. 
It  was  therefore  refolved,  that  the  whole  fquadron  Ihould  proceed  as  far 
as  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges^  and  anchor  in  Ballafore  road,  when  the 
company’s  fliips  and  velTels  already  in  the  river,  fliould  fall  down  Vv^here 
the  fquadron  lay,  and  receive  the  troops  from  the  fhips  of  war.  The 
Salijhury,  Bridgewater^  and  Kin^ s-fijher,  were  defigned  to  be  put  under 
the  command  of  Captain  William  Martin^  to  carry  on  the  expedition 
againfl;  the  Nabobs  for  it  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  certainty  that  the  Kent, 
Cumberland,  and  d‘yger,  could  not  be  got  over  the  Braces  Another  delay 
and  matter  of  debate,  was,  what  force  Ihould  be  fent  to  Bengal,  and  who 
fhould  command  the  military  *,  fometimes  Colonel  Adlercron,  and  fometimes 
Colonel  Clive,  was  thought  to  be  the  moll  proper  perfon  -,  at  laft  they 
determined  on  Colonel  Clive,  and  indeed  the  general  voice  of  our  country¬ 
men  was  in  his  favour. - Another  fubjedl  of  the  governor  and  council’s 

confultations,  was,  concerning  whofe  hands  the  affairs  of  the  company  in 
Bengal  ought  to  be  placed  in,  provided  fuccefs  fliould  attend  the  expedition. 
At  one  time  it  was  determined,  that  the  prefidency  here  fliould  fend  three 
of  its  own  members  in  the  fliips  to  Bengul,  who  were  to  adl:  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  they  were  to  receive  from  this  place  ;  it  being  agreed  that  the 
governor  and  council  of  Fort  St.  George  ought  now,  until  the  pleafure  of 
the  Eajl  India  diredtors  fliould  be  known,  to  take  on  themfelves  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  this  diflblved,  but  once  independent  fettlement.  However,  Mr. 
Watjon  in  particular,  having  ftrongly  oppofed  this  refolution,  and  declared 
(as  I  have  been  informed  by  his  fecretary)  that  he  would  not  undertake 
the  expedition  on  any  other  terms,  than  having  it  in  his  power  to  deliver 
the  fettlement  to  the  management  of  fuch  as  were  appointed  by  the  com¬ 
pany  to  be  their  reprefentatives  in  that  province  ;  after  many  debates,  it 
was  refolved  that  the  former  governor  and  council  fliould  be  rellored  to 
their  refpedlive  honour  and  ftations and  it  is  principally  to  the  admiral’s 
interpofition  on  this  critical  occafion,  that  thefe  gentlemen  are  indebted 
for  their  fubfequent  good  fortune  and  u’nexpedled  affluence.  But  the  greateft 
difficulty  that  prefented  itfelf  was  the  late  feafon  of  the  year ;  for  the  monfoon 
was  now  fet  in,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  for  the  fquadron’s  getting  to 
Bengal  againfl:  it,  which  was  confldered  as  very  near  iiiipra<5ticable.  We 
were  given  to  uhderftand,  that  fliips  failing  at  this  feafon  from  Madrafs  to 
Ballafore,  were  obliged  to  hand  over  to  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  bay,  and 
that  the  currents  generally  proved  fo  ftrong  againfl  them,  that  whilfl  they 
were  looking  out  by  their  reckoning  for  the  coafl  of  Pegu,  they  had  often, 
to  their  great  aflonifliment,  found  themfelves  driven  again  on  the  coafl  of 
Coromandel ;  and  after  Handing  over  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  manner,  and 


*  Dangerous  Ihoals  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gmgti,  in  the  way  up  to  Fulta* 
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looking  out  for  the  eaftern  fhore,  they  had  been  carried  to  the  fouthward  as  ^  ^ 
far  as  the  ifiand  of  Ceylon^  and  then,  for  want  of  provifions,  had  been  ' 
obliged  to  bear  away  for  the  Malabar  coaft  *.  The  admiral  however,  put¬ 
ting  great  confidence  in  the  ilrength-  of  his  fhips,  and  the  dexterity  of 
Captain  S-peke^  v/ho  was  much  acquainted  with  thefe  feas,  refolved  to  try  this 
difficult  experiment,  in  order  to  lave  the  company  from  ruin-,  and  having 
difpatched' the  to  with  intelligence  to  our  countrymen, 

that  affiftance  would  foon  be  fent  to  them,  he  on  the  i6th  of  Obloher  failed: 
from  Madrafs  with  his  whole  fquadron,  and  feveral  of  the  company’s  ffiips, 
for  BaUafore  road  in  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges  -f. 


The  time  the  fquadron  weighed  from  Madrafs,  was  precifely  the  feaforr 
when  the  currents  fet  ftrongeft  out  of  the  bay  of  Bengal;  fuppofed  to  be 
occafioned  by  the  heavy  rains  which  fall  in  that  kingdom  during  the  months: 
of  July,  Auguji,  and  September,  and  which  about  this  time  difcharge  thena- 
felves  into  the  fea  from  the  numerous  branches  of  the  great  river  Ganges. 
The  winds  too  at  this  feafon  being  either  faint  or  very  ftormy,  the  admiral 
determined  to  pufli  over  to  the  eaftern  ffiore ;  but  foon  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  find,  that  in  fpite  of  all  his  efforts  to  the  contrary,  his  fquadron,  bjr 
the  force  of  the  current,  was  driv-en  down  as  far  as  Ceylon,  although  by  our 
reckonings  it  appeared  that  we  had  gained  fome  degrees  of  longitude  to  the 
eaftward.  A  few^  days  afterwards  we  had  frefti  gales  from  the  north-eaft, 
and  in  the  night  one  of  the  fliips  made  the  fignal  of  diftrefs ;  upon  which 
the  admiral  bore  down  towards  her,  and  found  it  to  be  the  Salijhury,  that 
had  fprung  a  dangerous  leak,  and  could  not  .poffibly  keep  company  with 
the  fquadron  ;  the  admiral  therefore  was  obliged  to  lay  to  all-  night  and  part 
of  the  next  day  to  affift  her.  As  the  leak  was  in  her  bow,  they  were 
obliged  to  bring  the  ihip  by  the  ftern,  by  moving  her  guns  and  other 
things  aft,  that  the  leak  might  be  brought  out  of  the  water.  In  this  they 
partly  fucceeded,  and  ftopped  the  leak  with  oakum j  but  as  this  was  not. 


*  In  what  is  called  the  latter  paflage  from  thecoafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel  during  the*’ 
months  of  Odiober  and  November,  in  order  to  make  a  quick  paflage  it  is  neceflary  to  go  as 
far  to  the  fouthward  as  5  degrees,  or  4°  30'  north  latitude,  where  you  will  find  fouth-weflerly 
winds,  which  will  carry  you  to  the  iflands,  and  fametimes  quite  up,  to  iht  Andamans, 

from  which  iflands,  in  fliaping  a  courfe  toward  BaUafore  road,  or  to  the  entrance  of  the 
Ganges,  a  point  of  the  compafs  fhould  be  allowed,  for  a  very,  ftrong,.  current  which  fets- 
to  the  Aracan  fliore.” 

Extra  A  from  Captain  KIng’j  minutes. 

•f  On  board  the  fquadron  and  other  veflHs,  were  700  Europeans  and  1200  Sepoys  belonging 
to  the  company,  and  a  detachment  of  250  of  Adlercron'i,  regiment  to  ferve  as  marines. 

“  Though  at  Bomb/iy  and  Bengal,  the  commonly  changes  from  S.  W.  toN.  E.  about 

the  time  of  full  moon  in  Augufi,  yet  the  change  is  only  partial,  for  the  wind  is  gradually  fliift- 
ihg  down  the  coafts  of  Malabar  Coromandel,  until  the  month  oi >  No^-ember,  when  the 
change  becomes  general.” 

Exiradi  from  Captain  King’/  minutes. 


effedual,^ 
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1756.  effedual,  the  admiral  left  it  to  Captain  choice,  either  to  bear  away 

— for  the  ifland  of  Ceylon^  or  try  to  pufli  on  with  the  reft  of  the  fquadron. 
Captain  Martin  knowing  that  his  fliip  had  been  particularly  fixed  upon  for 
going  up  the  Ganges,  and  that  he  had  more  than  200  of  the  king’s  and 
company’s  troops  on  board,  thought  his  quitting  the  fquadron  might  be  a 
fort  of  check  on  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  expedition  *,  he  therefore  refolved 
to  proceed,  as  long  at  leaft  as  he  could  do  it  with  any  degree  of  fafety  to 
the  mens  lives. 

The  monfoon  this  year  was  uncommonly  tempeftuous,  which  made  it  a 
long  time  before  we  got  to  the  eaftern  part  of  the  bay  •,  at  length  however,  by 
great  perfeverance  and  unwearied  induftry,  the  whole  fquadron  reached  one 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Ganges :  but  our  arrival  there  being  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor,  not  knowing 
exactly  where  we  were  •,  and  when  the  day  came  on,  we  had  the  mor¬ 
tification  to  find  ourfelves  off  the  Palmira,  or  Palm-tree  point,  and  could 
eafily  difcern  an  immenfe  fand-bank  ftretching  far  to  the  northward 
of  us.  Some  of  our  fhips  falling  to  leeward,  had  a  very  narrow  efcape; 
the  Cumberland,  Admiral  Pocock,  ftruck  the  ground,  but  fortunately  goc 
off  again  without  receiving  much  damage.  Two  days  after  this,  the  Kent 
and  Tyger  reached  the  road  of  Ballafore,  but  the  other  Ihips  could  not 
weather  the  point.  Admiral  Pocock,  after  feveral  fruitlefs  efforts,  and  being 
in  want  of  provifions,  was  obliged  to  bear  away  for  Vizagapatnam,  and  the 
Salijhury,  after  being  tolfed  about  for  fome  time  at  fea,  and  her  whole  crew, 
both  officers  and  common  men,  put  to  an  allowance  of  a  purfer’s  quart  of 
water  a  day,  was  in  great  danger  of  periffiing  for  want  of  common  necef- 
faries ;  but  at  laft,  by  the  perfeverance  of  her  captain,  and  a  ^kind  provi¬ 
dence,  ffie  got  into  Ballafore  road,  and  afterwards  proceeded  over  the  fands 
to  join  the  Admiral  at  Fulta. 

As  foon  as  the  Kent  arrived  in  Ballafore  road,  two  Englifh  pilots  came  on 
board  us,  who  gave  the  admiral  a  farther  account  of  the  miferable  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  in  Bengal ;  as,  that  fince  the  reduftion  of  Calcutta,  almoft  every 
inhabitant  who  furvived  the  attack  of  the  place,  or  the  dreadful  cataftrophe 
ot  the  Black-hole  prifon,  had  made  their  efcape  to  Fulta,  a  defpicable  village 
on  the  river’s  fide  ;  that  fome  families  lived  in  tents  on  ffiore,  while  others 
continued  on  board  the  fame  fiiips  and  veffels  in  which  they  had  efcaped 
from  Calcutta.  In  ffiort,  they  rcprefented  the  deplorable  ftate  in  v/hich  the 
ladies  as  well  as  gentlemen  were,  in  fo  pathetic  a  manner,  that  the  admiral 
was  greatly  affecfted  w'ich  the  relation,  and  determined  to  puffi  on  imme¬ 
diately  to  their  relief.  He  was  thoroughly  fenfible  indeed,  that  no  time 
was  to  be  loft,  becaufe  he  was  informed  that  the  Nabob  was  then  raifing 
feveral  addsdonal  batteries  on  purpoi'e  to  obftrufb  his  paffage.  He 
therefore  conlulted  the  two  pilots,  whether  the  Kent  and  Fyger,  at  the 
moft  favourable  time  of  the  tide,  could  poffibly  pafs  the  Braces  ;  they 

both 
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-both  hefitated  very  much  in  their  anfwers ;  but  at  Jaft  the  admiral,  biafled  1756. 

by  the  enterprizing  fpirit  and  found  judgment  of  Captain  Speke^  who  had  ’ - i — ■ 

I  been  in  the  river  feveral  times  before,  came  to  a  refolution  of  making  the 
attempt;  which  we  happily  fucceeded  in,  though  not  without  great  riik 
to  the  Ibips  in  pufliing  through  the  flioals,  for  through  them,  and  not 
-entirely  over  them,  we  forced  our  way 

On  the  14th  of  December  we  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  arrive  at  Fiilta^  where 
v/e  had  the  pleafure  of  meeting  Captain  King>,  who  being  fick  at  Madrafs 
when  the  fquadron  failed,  was  left  behind  ;  but,  eager  for  adlion,  before  he 
was  quite  recovered,  had  taken  his  paflage  in  the  Protedior^  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fhips,  commanded  by  Captain  Erglandy  who  was  ordered  to  Bengal 
with  Sepoys^  to  reinforce  the  troops  under  Colonel  Clive  Captain  > 

King^s  fliip  the  Blaze  (commanded  in  his  abfence  by  Lieutenant  Peter 
Porter^  an  excellent  but  unfortunate  officer,  and  who  was  afterwards  killed 
in  the  expeditfon  againfb  Manilla)  having  been  obliged  to  bear  away  for 
Bombay^  and  not  joining  the  fquadron  afterwards,  the  captain  ferved  on 
board  the  Kent  as  a  volunteer;  and  this  unlucky  incident  reduced  his  ffiare 
of  prize-money,  in  confequence  of  our  vi(51:ories  in  the  Ganges^  10000  1.  lefs 
tl^an  otherwife  it  would  have  been. 

The  reader  may  better  conceive  than  I  exprefs,  what  welcome  vifitors  wc 
were  to  our  diftreffed  countrymen  at  Fulta\  who,  after  having  lived  in  the 
moft  affluent  circumftances,  were  now  funk  down  to  a  condition  that  fcarcely 
afforded  them  common  neceffaries.  The  cup  of  affliflion  is  always  bitter, 
but  has  the  tafte  of  gall  itfelf,  when  it  fuddenly  fucceeds  a  date  of  opu- 
•  lence.  To  fink  at  once  into  the  lowed;  poverty  from  an  eafy  fortune ;  and 
from  a  condition  that  drew  refpecl  from  others,  to  be  reduced  to  one  too 
often  attended  with  derifion  and  contempt  *,  are  circumftances  that  quicken 
the  fenfe  of  mifery,  and  make  misfortunes  more  intolerable.  This  was 
exadbly  the  cafe  of  the  prefent  unhappy  fufterers ;  they  had  fuftained  fome 
figure  in  the  world  ;  they  had  kept  a  generous  and  hofpitable  table,  where  the 
friend  and  the  ftranger  had  tafted  of  the  elegancies  of  life ;  but  now,  by  a 
fudden  reverfe  of  fortune,  were  thcmfelves  obliged  to  defeend  to  the  moft 
fervile  offices,  and  to  be  dependent  on  the  commiferation  of  others  for  a 
precarious  fubfiftence.  They  were  crowded  together  in  the  moft  wretched 
habitations,  clad  in  the  meaneft  apparel,  and  for  almoft  five  months 
had  been  furrounded  by  ficknel's  and  difeafe,  which  made  ftrange  havoc 
among  them ;  and  yet,  when  we  fiw  them  firft,  to  our  great  fur- 
prize,  they  appeared  with  as  chearful  countenances,  as  if  no  misfortunes 
had  happened  to  them.  This  fcrenity  of  theirs  was  certainly  in  great 


♦  In,  the  year  1769  the  Lord  Holland,  one  of  the  company’s  fliips,  was  loft  on  thefe  flioals. 

4  The  Protestor  failed  the  29th  of  OSlober,  thirteen  days  after  the  fquadron,  and  arrived  two 
days  before  us,  by  purfuing  the  track  before  mentioned. 

O  meafurc- 
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1756.  meafure  owing  to  the  pleafing  hopes  they  now  entertained  of  a  fpeedy 
— v-— '  deliverance  from  their  afflidions :  though  fome  little  (hare  of  it  might  alfo 
be  imputed  to  their  having  been  fo  long  difciplincd  in  the  fchool  of  ad- 
verfity,  as  to  make  them  kifs  the  rod,  and  in  the  true  fpirit  of  chrif- 
tianity  chearfully  fubmit  themfelves  to  the  difpenfations  of  that  benevo¬ 
lent  Being,  who,  for  wile  and  good  reafons,  had  laid  the  burthen  upon 
them. 

From  thefe  refeflions,  to  which  the  fubjeft  infenfibly  led  me;  I  fliall 

now  proceed  to  our  operations  for  their  relief. - The  third  day  after  our 

arrival  at  Fidta  the  admiral  fent  the  following  fpirited  letter  to  the  Nabobs 
on  the  behalf  of  his  injured  countrymen. 

Admiral  Charles  TVatfon^  the  great  commander  of  the  fleet  belonging  to- 
the  puilTant  king  of  Great  Britain,  irrefiftible  in  battle,  to  Munjerocd 
Muluk  Serajah  Dowlah,  Soubahdar  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar 
and  Orixa, 

ti  THE  king  my  mafter  (whofe  name  is  revered  among  the  monarchs  of  the 
world)  fent  me  to  thefe  parts  with  a  great  fleet  to  protedb  the  Eajl  India 
company’s  trade,  rights,  and  privileges;  the  advantages  refulting  to  the 
Mogul's  dominions  from  the  extenfive  commerce  carried  on  by  my  mafter’s 
fubjeds,  are  too  apparent  to  need  enumerating  :  how  great  was  my  fur- 
prize  therefore  to  hear  that  you  had  marched  againft  the  faid  company’s, 
fadories  with  a  large  army,  and  forcibly  expelled  their  fervants,  feized  and 
plundered  their  effeds,  amounting  to  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  killed  great, 
numbers  of  the  king  my  matter’s  fubjeds. 

I  am  come  down  to  Bengal  to  re-ettablilli  the  faid  company’s  fervants  in 
their  former  fadories  and  houfes,  and  hope  to  find  you  willing  to  reftore  to 
them  their  ancient  rights  and  immunities.  As  you  mutt  be  fenfible  of  the 
benefit  of  having  the  Englijh  fettled  in  your  country,  I  doubt  not  you 
will  confent  to  make  them  a  reafonable  fatisfadion  for  the  Ioffes  and 
injuries  they  have  fuffered,  and  by  that  means  put  an  amicable  end  to  the 
troubles,  and  fecure  the  friendlhip  of  my  king,  who  is  a  lover  of  peace,, 
and  delights  in  ads  of  equity.  What  can  I  fay  more  ?” 

From  on  board  his  Britannic  fhip 

Kent,  at  Fulta,  the  17th  of  Dee.  1756  *. 

On  the  27  th  of  December  the  admiral  failed  from  Full  a  with  the  Kent,  I^yger^ 
Salijbury,  Bridgewater,  Kin£ s-fijher,  and  Walpole  Indiaman,  having  firft  em¬ 
barked  the  troops,  which  had  been  landed  to  refrefli  them,  and  which  now 
.  amounted  to  600  Europeans  and  about  one  thoufand  Sepoys  :  Thefe  were  made 
up  of  the  troops  which  we  brought  with  us,  and  the  remains  of  a  detach.- 

*  To  this  letter  the  Nahcl  returned  no  anfwer,  till  after  our  taking  Calcutta  and 
lJaugkIej». 
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mcnt  from  Madrafs^  which,  as  far  back  as  Auguji,  had  been  difpatched  to  1756. 
this  river  under  the  command  of  Major  Kilpatrick^  an  experienced  and  good  ^ 

officer ;  and  intended  for  the  relief  of  Calcutta^  then  fuppofed  to  be  in  dan¬ 
ger.  The  detachment  at  firft  confided  of  240  men  *,  but  an  epidemical 
fever  had  made  fuch  dedruflion  among  them,  that  not  above  ten  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  doing  duty  when  we  arrived  at  Fulta^  and,  to  the  bed  of  my  re¬ 
membrance,  not  thirty  of  the  whole  detachment  were  left  alive. 

On  the  29th  of  December^  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  admiral  having 
landed  the  company’s  troops  the  evening  before  at  Mayapore^  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Clive,  cannonaded  Bougee  Bougee  fort,  which  was 
drong  and  built  of  mud,  and  had  a  wet  ditch  round  it.  The  fort  began 
to  fire  at  the  Fyger  at  7  in  the  morning,  and  foon  after  at  the  whole  fqua- 
dron  till  i  in  the  afternoon,  but  its  batteries  were  at  length  filenced  by 
the  cannon  from  the  ffiips.  About  1 1  o’clock  the  admiral  made  the 
fignal  for  the  king’s  troops  to  land,  and  join  fome  of  the  company’s,  that 
were  feen  marching  under  the  bank  of  the  river.  Captain  Coote  accord¬ 
ingly  landed  with  the  troops  from  the  Kent  and  ’Tyger,  joined  the 
-company’s  divifion,  and  advanced  and  took  pofieffion  ot  two  out-forts 
which  the  enemy  had  quitted  without  taking  away  their  colours :  about 
4  o’clock,  two  of  the  Kent's  9  pounders  were  fent  on  ffiore  to  make  a 
breach  in  the  gate-way,  and  Colonel  Clive's  troops,  after  a  very  fatiguing 
march,  were  polled  at  the,  back  of  the  fort  to  intercept  the  enemy,  ffiould 
they  attempt  to  malce  a  retreat,  and  for  this  purpofe  were  divided  into 
feveral  different  parties.  One  of  thefe  was  unexpectedly  attacked  by  3000 
horfe  and  foot  under  the  command  of  Monich-chund  the  Indian  governor  of 
Calcutta,  and  in  this  fkirmiffi  m.ore  than  twenty  of  our  troops  were  killed 
and  wounded;  but  notwithftanding  this  advantage,  as  foon  as  the  colonel 
himfelf  came  up  with  a  reinforcement,  and  had  difcharged  a  few  of  his 
field-pieces,  which  did  great  execution  among  the  Moors,  this  commander 
in  chief  of  the  Nabob's  army,  after  a  mufket  ball  had  pafied  though  his  tur¬ 
ban,  retired  with  precipitation. 

The  cannon  of  the  fort  being  filenced  by  the  fquadron,  but  the 
garrifon  not  offering  to  furrender,  and  continuing  to  difeharge  fire-arrows 
and  fmall  arms,  it  was  determined  in  a  council  of  fea  and  land  officers  on 
board  the  Kent,  that  Colonel  Clive  ffiould  endeavour  to  take  it  by  affault. 

For  this  purpofe,  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  admiral  landed  an  officer, 
iwo  midfhipmen,  and  about  forty  Tailors  from  each  ffiip,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  to  affift  the  colonel  in  ftorming  the  fort,  which  he  intended 
doing  juft  before  day-light,  under  the  cover  of  two  24  pounders  mounted 
cloTe  to  the  ditch.  In  the  mean  time,  the  colonel  had  given  diredions,  that  the 
whole  arrTiy,  (the  necefiary  guards  excepted)  and  the  detachment  from  the 
ffiips,  fliould  reft  on  the  ground,  in  order  to  recover  themfelves  as  much 
as  poffible  from  the  great  fatigues  they  had  under-gone  in  the  preceding 
day’s  fei-vice.  All  now  was  quiet  in  the  camp ;  and  we  on  board  the  ffiips, 
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^75^’  which  lay  at  their  anchors  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  Ihore,  had  enter- 
'  rained  thoughts  of  making  ufe  of  this  interval  to  refrefh  ourfelves  alfowith"^ 

an  hour  or  two  of  deep ;  but  fuddenly,  a  loud  and  univerfal  acclamation 
was  heard  from  the  fhore,  and  foon  afterwards  an  account  was  brought  to- 
the  admiral,  that  the  fort  had  been  taken  by  ftorm.  This  was  a  joyful 
piece  of  news,  and  the  more  fo,  as  it  was  quite  unexpected ;  bur  when  the 
particular  circumftances  that  ufhered  in  this  fuccefs,  were  related,  our  ex^ 
ultation  was  greatly  abated,  becaufe  we  found  that  the  rules  fo  indifpenfably 
neceffary  in  all  military  exploits,  had  been  entirely  difregarded  in  the  prefenr 
jnflance,  and  therefore  could  not  help  looking  upon  the  perfon,  who  had* 
the  principal  hand  in  this  victory,  rather  as  an  objeCt  of  chaftifement,  than  of 

applaufe, — The  cafe  was  this. - During  the  tranquil  Hate  of  the  camp, 

one  Strahan^  a  common  failor  belonging  to  the  Kent^  having  been  juflr 
ferved  with  a  quantity  of  (arrack  mixed  with  water,)  Had  his  fpirits 

too  much  elated  to  think  of  taking  any  reft^  he  therefore  ftrayed  by  himfelf 
towards  the  fort,  and  imperceptibly  got  under  the  walls  i  being  advanced" 
thus  far  without  interruption,  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  fcale  at  a  breach 
that  had  been  made  by  the  cannon  of  the  fhips  ;  and  having  luckily  gotten 
upon  the  baftion,  he  there  difeovered  feveral  Moor-men  fitting  on  the 
platform,  at  whom  he  flouriflted  his  cutlafs,  and  fired  his  piftol,  and  then,  after 
having  given  three  loud  huzzas,  cried  our,,  “  The  place  is  mine 7'  T\\q  MocriJlj 
foldiers  immediately  attacked  him,  and  he  defended  himfelf'  with  incom¬ 
parable  refolution  •,  but  in  the  rencounter  had  the  mis'fbrtune  to  have  the 
blade  of  his  cutfafs  cut  in  two  about  a  foot  from  the  hilt:  this  mifchance 
however  did  not  happen,  till  he  was  near  being  fupported  by  two  or  three 
other  failors,  who  had  accidentally  draggled  to  the  fame  part  of  the  fort, 
on  which  the  other  had  mounted.  They,  hearing  huzzas,  imme¬ 

diately  fcaled  the  breach  likewife,  and  echoing  the  triumphant  found, 
roufed  the  whole  army,  who  taking  the  alarm,  prefently  fell  on  pell-mell, 
without  orders  and  without  difeipline,  following  the  example  of  the  failors. 
This  attack,  though  made  rn  fuch  confufion,  was  attended  with  no  other - 
ill  confequence,  but  the  death  of  the  worthy  Captain  Doicgal  Campbell  who  - 
was  unfortunately  killed  by  a  muflcet-bullet  from  one  of  our  own  pieces  irii 
the  general  confufion.  Captain  Coote  commanded  the  fort  for  that  night,, 
and  at  day-light  the  fort  faluted  the  admiral.  It  was  never  exaClly  known 
what  number  of  Moors  were  irr  the  fort  when  our  people  firft  entered  : 
probably  there  were  but  very  few,  the  major  part  of  the  garrifon  having  made 
their  efcape  foon  after  their  batteries  were  frlenced.  We  took  in  the  fort. 
i8  cannon  from  24  pounders  downwards,  and  40  barrels  of  powder. 

Straharu,  the  hero  of  this  adventurous  aflion,  was  foon  brought  before 
the  admiral,  w'ho,  nbtwithftanding  the  fuccefs  that  Had  attended  it,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  fhew  himfelf  difpleafed  with  a  meafure  in  which  the  want  of 
all  military  difeipline  fo  notorioufly  appeared.  He  therefore  angrily 
enquired  into  the  defperate  ftep  which  he  had  taken  :  “  Mr.  Strahan^  what  is 
this,  that  you  have  been  doing?”— The  fellow,  after  having  made  his  bow, 

fcratched 
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fcratched  his  head,  and  with  one  hand  twirling  his  hat  upon  the  other,  1756; 
replied,  “  Why,  to  be  fure,  Sir,  it  was  I  who  took  the  fort,  but  I  hope 
there  was  no  harm  in  itP  The  admiral  with  difficulty  was  prevented  from 
fmiling  at  the  fimplicity  of  StraharC^  anfwer ;  and  the  whole  company  were 
exceedingly  diverted  with  his  awkward  appearance,  and  his  language  and 
manner  in  recounting  the  feveral  particulars  of  his  mad  exploit;  Mr.  Wat- 
fon  expatiated  largely  on  the  fatal  confequences  that  might  have  attended  his 
irregular  conduft,  and  then  with  a  fevere  rebuke  difmilTed  Jrim-^  but  not 
before  he  had'  given  the  fellow  ibme  diftant  hints,  that  at  a  proper  opportu¬ 
nity  he  ffiould  certainly  be  puniffied  for  his-  temerity.  Strahan^  amazed 
to  find  himfelf  blamed,  where  he  expefted  praife,  had'no  fooner  gone  from 
the  admiral’s  cabin,  then  he  muttered  thefe  words;  If  I  am  flogged  for 
this  here  aSiion^  I  will  never  take  another  fort  hy  myfelf  as  long  as  I  live^  by^ 

G — The  novelty  of  the  cafe,  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  and  the 
courageous  fpirit  which  he  had  difplayed,  pleaded  ftrongly  with  the  admiral 
in  behalf  of  the  offender  *,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  the  difcipline  of  the 
fervice,  required  that  he  ffiould  ffiew  him  outwardly  fome  marks  of  his  dif- 
pleafure.  This  the  admiral  did,  for  fome  little  time ;  but  afterwards,  at  the 
interceffion  of  fome  officers,  which  interceffion  the  admiral  himfelf  prompted 
them  to  make,  he  mod:  readily  pardoned  him.  And  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  had  Strahan  been  properly  qualified  for  the  office  of  boatfwain,  he 
might  on  fome  other  pretence,  before  the  expedition  had  ended,  have  been 
promoted  to  that  ftation  in  one  of  his  majefiy’s  ffiips ;  but  unfortunately 
for  this  brave  fellow,  the  whole  tenor  of  his  conduct,  both  before  and  after 
the  ftorming  of  the  fort,  w'as  fo  very  irregular,  as  to  render  it  impoffible 
for  the  admiral  to  advance  him  from  his  old  ftation  to  any  higher,  rank,  how- 
ftrongly  foever  his  inclinations  led  him  to  do  it 

December  2)0^  the  fame  afternoon  of  om  Bougee  Eaugee 

fort,  the  king’s  and  company’s  troops  were  again  lent  on  board  the  fqua- 
dron  to  proceed  up  the  river  *,  but  the  Sepoys  were  ordered  to  march  on  by 
land. 

On  the  I  ft  of  January  1757,  the  boats  of  tht  Kent  and  Tyger  took  pof-  1757; 

feffion  of  "Tanna  fort,  which  was  built  with  bricks  ;  and  of  another  mud-  ' - 

fortification  on  the  oppolite  bank  both  of  which,  after  one  fire  of  their 
cannon,  were  abandoned  on  our  approach,  leaving  us  40  cannon,  many  of 
which  were  24  pounders.  The  next  morning  all- the  fquadron , weighed, 
and  proceeded  on  to  Calcutta,  except  the  Salifbury,  which  was  ordered  to  ftay 
behind,  and,  after  bringing  off*  the  guns,  fsfr.  dQmdWlh  Tanna  zud  Bougee 
Bougee  forts. - At  nine  o’clock  the  'Kyger,  which  was  the  foremoft  ffiip,  got. 

*  Since  thefe  fheets  were  firft  fent  to  the  prefs,  Strahan  Has  paid  the  author  a  vifit,  and  told^ 
him  that  he  had  ferved  in  every  of  Admiral  Pccoci’s  Baji-lndia  engagements;  and  that, in  con- 
fequence  of  a  wound  he  received  in  one  of  them,  he  is  become  a  penfioner  to  the  cheft  at 
Chatham  :  at  prefent  he  afts  alfo  as  a  failor  in  one  of  the  guard-lhips  at  Port/mouth  ;  and  he  fays,, 
that  his  higheli  ambition  is  to  be  made  cook  of  one  of  his  majelty’s  capital  fliips. 
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*757*  within  fight  of  Calcutta^  when  the  enemy  began  the  attack  by  firing  upon  her, 
■  — y-— ^  Captain  Latham  however  had  no  fooner  brought  his  fhip  to  an  anchor, 
(which  he  did  very  much  like  an  expert  and  gallant  officer)  but  he  brifkly 
returned  the  fire :  and  the  Kent  having  come  to  an  anchor  alfo  and  difcharged 
a  few  broadfides,  the  Indians  at  1 1  o’clock  gave  up  the  conteft  ;  and 
obferving  alfo  that  Colonel  Clme  at  the  fame  time  had  nearly  invefied  the 
town  on  the  land  fide,  they  abandoned  the  fort.  On  this  fome  of  the  old 
inhabitants  of  the  town  waved  their  hands  from  the  Ifiorc,  and  one  of  them 
hoifted  an  EngliJIj  pendant  on  a  tree.  The  admiral  immediately  fent  Cap¬ 
tain  King  afiiore  to  take  pofielfion  of  the  fort  in  his  majefty’s  name,  and  in 
a  few  minutes  after  it  was  garriloned  with  a  detachment  of  Adlercron's 
regiment,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Coote,  who  ferved  on  board  the 
Kenty  and  who  was  appointed  governor  of  this  new  conqueft. 

Soon  after  Captain  Coote  had  taken  pofTeflion  of  the  fort,  Colonel  Clive 
entered  the  place  at  the  head  of  the  company’s  troops,  when  the  captain 
prefented  to  the  colonel  an  order  -f  which  he  had  received  from  the  admiral, 
appointing  him  governor  of  the  fort ;  the  colonel  denied  any  authority 
Admiral  JVatfon  had  to  appoint  an  inferior  officer  to  him  as  governor,  and 
told  Captain  Ccote  that  he  would  take  on  himfelf  the  command  ;  and  if  he 
offered  to  obftrufl;  him,  or  difobey  his  orders,  he  would  immediately  put 
him  under  an  arrefl:  the  captain  defired  that  he  might  acquaint  Mr. 
Watfon  with  thefe  particulars ;  to  which  the  colonel  confented. — Upon 
this  the  admiral  fent  Captain  Speke  on  fhore  to  know  by  what  authority 
the  colonel  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  fort ;  who  anfivered,  by 
the  authority  of  his  majefty’s  commiffion  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  alfo 
commander  in  chief  of  the  land  forces.  Captain  went  to  the  admiral 
with  this  anfwer,  and  foon  returned  with  a  meffage  from  Mr.  JVatfon  to 
the  colonel,  that  if  he  did  not  abandon  the  fort,  he  would  fire  him  out. 
The  colonel  replied,  he  could  not  anfwer  for  the  conlequences,  but  that  he 
would  not  give  up  his  command.  Soon  after  this.  Captain  Latham^ 
who  was  in  a  ftrid  intimacy  with  him,  was  fent  by  the  admiral  to 

f  By  Charles  XVatJon.,  Efq;  Vice-admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron  of  his  majefty’s  fleet,  and 
commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty’s  (hips  and  veffels  employed  in  the  Eaji  Indies,  and 
of  the  marine  forces  of  the  united  company  of  merchants  trading  to  and  in  thefe  parts. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  direfled  togarrifon  the  fort  of  Calcutta  with  his  majefty’s  troops 
which  you  have  nowon  fhore,  and  take  care  to  poll  centinels  and  guards  fo  as  not  to  be  fur- 
prized  by  the  enemy.  In  the  evening  I  fhall  be  on  fhore  j  and  you  are  not  to  quit  your  poft, 
or  deliver  up  your  command  till  farther  orders  from  me.  During  your  continuance  on  fhore, 
you  are  to  take  care  that  no  diforders  be  committed  by  his  majefty’s  troops,  or  any  other  people, 
but  to  treat  the  natives  with  humanity,  and  take  particular  care  that  there  is  no  plundering,  as 
fuch  offenders  may  depend  on  the  fevereft  punifliment.  Given  under  my  hand  on  board  his 
majefty’s  fhip  X.\\e  Kent,  off  Calcutta,  zdjan.  1757. 

Charles  Watson.” 

To  Captain  Ejri  Coote,  of  his  majefty’s  39th  regiment 
.of  foot. 

By  command  of  the  admiral. 

Henry  Doidge, 


Colonel 


/ 


r  103  ] 

Colonel  C//V^  j  they  talked  the  affair  over  with  calmnefs,  and  fooh  fettled  1757. 
a  difpute  which  otherwife  might  have  ended  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  the  v— 
public  caufe.  The  colonel’s  meflages  to  Mr.  Watfon  implied,  that  if  the 
admiral  would-  come  on  fhore  and  command  in  perfon,  he  fhould  have  no  . 
manner  of  objedion  to  it :  And  on  Admiral  Watfon^s  going  on  Ihore  the  next 
day,  the  colonel  delivered  the  keys  of  the  garrifon  into  his  hands,  and  then 
the  admiral  delivered  them  to  the  late  governor,  Mr.  Drake,  and  his  council. 

And  thefe  gentlemen,  perfuaded  by  Colonel  Clive  of  the  neceflity  of  the 
ftep,  immediately  publifhcd  a  declaration  of  war  againft  the  Nabob,  in  the 
name  of  the  Eafi  India  company,  as  did  Admiral  Watfon  in  that  of  the 
king  his  mafter. 


Or 
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Operations  againjl  Houghley,  and  burning  Granaries. — 'The  Nabob  marches 

with  a  great  army  towards  Calcutta. — A  hrijk  cannonade  between  him  and 
Colonel  Clive. — MeJJrs.  Walfli  and  Scrafton  fent  to  the  Nabob  with  pro- 
pofals  of  pence^  which  prove  abortive. — Colonel  Clive  attacks  the  Nabob  in 
his  camp. — The  Nabob  concludes  a  treaty  of  peace  very  advantageous  to  the 
Englifh  Eaft  \ndi\2i  company. — Admiral^ 2x{qc\  refolves  to  reduce  the  French 
power  in  Bengal. — Correfpondence  between  the  Admiral  and  the  Nabob. — 
Account  of  the  attack  of  Chandernagore. — The  Englifli  forces  take  pojfef- 
fion  of  the  place. — Gallant  behaviour  of  Captain  Speke  and  his  fon^  &c. 


1757.  after  the  fuccefs  of  our  forces  at  Calcutta.,  fome  of  the  council  of 
— the  French  fettlement  at  Chandernagore,  and  alfo  of  the  Dutch  fettle- 
ment  at  Chinfura,  came  to  pay  their  congratulatory  compliments  to  the 
admiral  and  colonel.  7'he  firft  were  empowered  to  propofe  a  formal  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  neutrality  which  had  been  hitherto  ftriftly  obferved  between 
the  two  companies  in  the  Ganges:  they  fuggefted,  that  /uch  a  neutrality 
was  not  only  neceflary  for  the  mutual  interefls  of  both  nations,  but  pleaded 
a  claim  of  particular  indulgence  on  account  of  the  many  good  offices  they 
had  done  the  Englifh  in  the  time  of  their  diftrefies  at  Fulta.  Thefe  argu¬ 
ments  certainly  carried  great  force  with  them,  and  they  were  attentively 
liftened  to  by  Admiral  JVatfon,  and  our  other  principals ;  who  would  not 
have  fcrupled  to  clofe  with  them,  if  the  French  in  return  would  have 
joined  our  forces  in  the  war  we  were  now  to  carry  on  againfl  the  Nabob. 
But  when  this  propofal  was  made  to  their  deputies,  they  replied,  that  they 
were  not  invefted  with  proper  authority  to  treat  on  that  fubjeft.  They 
therefore  dcfired  that  they  might  be  allowed  to  return  to  Chandernagore, 
to  confult  their  governor  and  council  on  fo  important  a  fubjedl. 

The  uninterrupted  train  of  fuccefies  we  had  met  with  fince  our  firft  entering 
the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  had  ftruck  the  Nabob  and  his  adherents  with  fuch 
a  panic,  that  our  commanders  came  to  a  refolution  of  lofing  no  time,  but 
to  pufli  on  the  war  with  the  greateft  vigour.  Accordingly  Houghley,  a  very 
large  and  rich  city  belonging  to  the  Nabob,  fituate  on  the  river  about  thirty 
miles  above  Calcutta,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  next  objeift  of  our  military  ope- 
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rations.  This  refolution  was  no  fooner  taken,  but  the  Bridgewater^  Captain  1757. 
Henry  Smithy  the  King' s-fijher  floop,  Captain  jT oby^  and  the  Thunder  bomb-  -v-*- 
ketch,  Captain  JVarrick^  (which  veflel  had  been  added  to  the  fquadron  in  the 
Ganges)  with  all  the  boats  of  the  fquadron  mann’d  with  1 50  failors,  200 
European  troops  and  250  Sepoys^  were  ordered  on  the  expedition.  Major  KiT 
Patrick  was  appointed  by  Colonel  Cliase  to  command  the  land  forces,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  King  was,  by  the  admiral,  put  at  the  head  of  the  failors  who  were  to  a6t 
on  fhore.  This  armament  failed  from  Calcutta  the  5th  oi  January^  and  though 
they  were  impeded  two  days  in  their  pafiage,  owing  to  the  Bridgewater'^ 
running  afhore,  yet  we  had  the  fatisfadlion  to  hear,  that  on  the  9th  they  came  to 
an  anchor  off  the  place,  and  on  the  loth  the  fhips  cannonaded  the  fort  till  12 
o’clock  at  night,  when  Major  Kilpatrick  fent  Captain  Coote  to  examine  the 
breach  they  had  made ;  he  finding  it  prafticable  to  enter,  two  attacks  were 
immediately  formed  •,  50  men  went  to  the  main  gate,  and  kept  a  conftant 
firing,  while  the  chief  force  entered  privately  at  the  b'reach,  and  with  very 
little  refinance  took  pofleflion  of  the  city  and  fort,  the  enemy  going  to  the 
place  of  the  falfe  attack,  and  then  running  away  through  one  of  the  gates. 

The  fort  was  much  ftronger  than  was  at  firft  imagined,  and  the  garrifon 
conlifted  of  2000  men,  who  fired  very  fmartly  from  five  in  the  afternoon 
till  ten  at  night,  and  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  our  men  before  they 
fiormed.  We  took  fome  ammunition,  and  20  guns,  from  24  pounders  down¬ 
wards.  A  fmall  quantity  of  Tutenegg^  Tinkal  and  Japan  Copper  was  alio 
found  here,  but  far  ihort  of  what  was  reported  to  have  been  in  the  place  : 
however,  it  is  very  certain,  that  in  Houghley  we  ftiould  have  met  with  a 
very  confiderable  booty,  had  not  our  old  friends  the  Dutch  at  Chinfura  taken 
all  the  valuable  effeds  and  principal  perfons  of  the  Moors,  under  their 
protedlion. 

Soon  after  the  ftorming  and  capture  of  Houghley,  Captain  Speke  of  the 
Kent,  being  fent  up  by  the  admiral,  took  on  him  the  command  of  the 
failors,  and  in  conjundion  with  50  foldiers  and  100  Sepoys,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Coote,  undertook  to  burn  a  place  called  the  Gongee,  con¬ 
taining  feveral  large  granaries  and  other  ftorehoufes  belonging  <to  the 
Nabob,  for  the  fupport  of  his  army,  about  three  miles  from  the  fort. 

In  their  march,  they  entered  a  Portuguefe  convent,  where  they  were  in¬ 
formed  that  between  three  and  four  thoufand  of  the  enemy,  were  encamped 
behind  the  village  they  were  going  to  burn.  Nothing  daunted,  they  pro¬ 
ceeded,  and  marched  into  the  village  for  about  a  mile  and  half,  when  Cap¬ 
tain  Coote  defired  the  failors,  and  ordered  the  land-forces  to  begin  to  fet  fire 
to  all  the  houfes  in  the  rear,  as  they  marched  back.  This  was  done*, 
but  before  they  had  gotten  half  way,  fome  of  the  advanced  guard  came 
running  and  told  the  captain,  that  the  enemy  to  the  number  of  5000  were 
marching  up  towards  them,  and  had  taken  pofleflion  not  only  of  fome 
houfes,  but  of  the  men  of  war’s  boats.  As  the  rear  of  the  detachment  was 
well  fecured  by  the  houfes  in  flames,  Captain  Coote  formed  his  50  European 
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1757.  foldiers  into  three  platoons;  but  the  ftrect  was  fo  narrow,  they  were  obliged 
' — Y— '  to  inarch  by  files,  and  the  captain  made  every  platoon  into  two  firings,  and 
fo  advanced  by  ftreet  firing  briflcly  upon  them.  At  our  firfV  fire  the  chief 
officer  and  5  of  the  enemy  fell,  on  which  their  horfe  gallop’d  off;  but  their 
muflcetry,  under  cover  of  fome  houfes,  and  at  the  corner  of  lanes,  killed  and 
wounded  fome  of  our  men,  but  dared  not  openly  attack  us.  Major  Kil- 
fatrick^  on  hearing  the  firing,  marched  out  of  the  garrifon  at  Houghley  to 
fupport  the  detachment,  but  the  affair  was  over  before  he  joined  it,  and 
on  their  return  they  found  the  fnips  boats  all  fafe.. 


After  this  fervice  was  performed.  Captain  Speke  gave  his  commands  tO' 
the  failors  to  repair  on  board  their  boats,  when  three  of  them  were  miffing,, 
who  were  then  fuppofed  to  be  either  killed  or  defperately  wounded;  but 
it  afterwards  appeared  that  they  had  draggled  into  the  country,  and  through 
their  great  fatigue  had  thrown  themfelves  on  the  ground,  and  fallen  fall 
afleep.  About  the  middle  of  the  following  night,  feveral  of  the  country 
villages  were  leen  in  flames  by  the  officers  on  board  the  ffiips,  which 
appeared  to  them  very  extraordinary,  and  they  could  not  poffibly  account 
for  it.  Early  the  next  morning,  however,  a  raft  was  obferved  floating 
down  the  river,  and  on  it  fat,  with  the  greatefl  compofure  imaginable,  our 
three  miffing  failors ;  who,  after  they  were  taken  off,  and  brought  on  board 
their  ihips,  gave  the  following  account  of  their  adventure “  that  awak¬ 
ing  in  the  beginning  of  the  night,  and  perceiving  their  companions 
had  left  them,  they  judged  it  expedient  to  fet  fire  to  all  the  villages, 
in  order  to  intimidate  the  enemy,  and  make  them  believe  that  the  whole 
detachment  ftill  continued  on  fhore,  which  had  done  them  fo  much  mif- 
chief  the  preceding  day.  That  as  foon  as  the  day  broke  they  repaired 
to  the  water’s  edge  to  fearch  for  a  boat,  in  which  they  hoped  to  be  con¬ 
veyed  on  board  their  ffiips.  No  fuch  thing  however  could  be  found ;  but 
luckily  for  them  this  raft  at  length  prefented  itfelf,  on  which  they  refolved 
to  trufl  themfelves.”  By  good  fortune,  they  arrived  fafe  among  their  com¬ 
panions,  before  their  enemies  had  fo  far  recovered  from  their  panic,  as  tO; 
think  of  cutting  off  their  retreat. 

I  cannot  now  afeertain  the  number  of  feamen  killed  in  this  expedition,, 
but  by  the  books  of  the  hofpital,  it  appeared  that  twenty-five  were  wounded  ; 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Edward  Roberts^  a  young  gentleman  of  the  IJle  of 
V/ight.y  who  ferved  as  midffiipman  on  board  the  Kent^  and  was  fo  much 
hurt  by  a  mufl^et-ball  he  received  in  his  hand,  as  to  be  obliged  to  have  it 
taken  off,  and  was  in  great  danger  of  his  life  for  fome  time  afterwards. . 
The  admiral  being  informed  of  his  misfortune,  of  the  intrepidity  he  had 
ffiewn  in  the  aftion,  and  of  his  manly  refolution  at  the  time  of  the  am¬ 
putation,  fent  him  a  meflfage  by  me,  defiring  him  to  keep  up  his  fpirits, 
and  that  for  his  good  behaviour,,  he  would  foon  make  him  a  lieutenant! 

This. 
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This  promlfe  Mr.  Watfon  moft  pun<ftuall7  fulfilled,  by  giving  him  a 
commiffion,  dated  January  1757^.  Mr.  Hamilton^  another  brave  young 
gentleman,  a  mid^ipman  alfo  of  the  Kent,  was  killed  upon  the  fpot. 
Mr.  Owen  and  Mr.  Samble,  midfliipmen  of  the  "Tyger,  were  wounded,  but 
not  mortally.  And  in  confequence  of  this  expedition  to  Houghley,  though 
not  by  the  fliot  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  James  Roddam  of  the  Kent,  loft 
his  life  :  he  was  a  moft  amiable  young  gentleman  in  every  refpeft,  and  fo 
nicely  fcrupulous  of  his  honour,  that  when  the  expedition,  took  place,  he 
carefully  concealed  from  the  admiral’s  knowledge  an  indifpofition  which 
he  had  laboured  under  for  fome  days,  and  chearfully  fet  off  with  the 
armament  from  Calcutta  \  but  through  the  great  fatigue  he  underwent 
when  the  Bridgewater  ran  aftiore,  his  difeafe,  which  was  a  Diarrhcca  and 
fever,  fo  much  increafed,  that  it  became  abfolutely  neceftary  for  Captain 
Smith  to  fend  him  back  to  the  hofpital.  He  was  received  there  on  the 
iith,  and  died  the  16th  of  greatly  lamented  by  all  his  acquaint¬ 

ance,  who  refpedfed  him  not  lefs  for  his  focial  than  his  military  virtues. 
Lieutenant  Clerke,  (a  fenfible  and  gallant  young  officer,  a  great 

favourite  of  the  admiral’s,  and  who  from  his  earlieft  youth  had  been  bred 
up  at  fea  under  him)  had  a  very  narrow  efcape  in  this  expedition,  from 
a  mufket-ball  which  entered  at  tlie  fore-part  of  the  crown  of  his  hat,  and 
went  through  it,  but  did  him  no  kind  of  harm.  Mr.  Rye,  ftorekeeper  to 
the  fquadron,  who  went  a  volunteer  to  Houghley  with  his  friend  Captain 
Speke,  was  very  near  lofing  his  life ;  a  bullet  from  the  enemy  went  through 
the  breaft  of  a  failor,  and  killed  him  on  the  fpot,  as  he  was  walking  clofe 
by  Mr.  Rye's  fide. 

Soon  after  the  redudlion  of  Houghley,  tlie  admiral  difpatched  Captain 
Richard  King  in  a  floop  of  60  tons,  to  England,  with  an  account  of  our 
fortunate  proceedings  thus  far-,  and  preparations  were  made  for  carrying 
the  war  as  far  as  Dacca,  by  another  branch  of  the  river  :  had  this  expedi¬ 
tion  taken  place,  doubtlefs  it  would  have  been  attended  with  fuccefs,  and 
confequently  we  fhould  have  been  put  in  pofieffion  of  an  immenfe  treafure ; 
for  here  were  no  Dutchmen  to  counteraft  us  in  fecuring  the  perfons,  and 
fecreting  the  effects  of  our  enemies.  But  our  attention  was  called  off 
from  this  very  definable  and  tempting  objedt,  by  the  alarming  intelligence 
we  received,  that  the  Nabob,  incenfed  at  the  lofs  of  all  his  late  conquefts, 
and  alarmed  at  the  rapidity  of  ours,  had  raifed  a  formidable  army,  and 
was  marching  at  the  head  of  it  from  his  capital  Muxadabad  towards 
Calcutta,  fully  determined  to  drive  the  Englijh  out  of  all  his  territories,  and 
take  ample  vengeance  for  the  difgraces  we  had  brought  upon  him. 


■*  This  gallant  officer  remained  in  the  Eajt  Indies  after  the  author  left  that  country,  and 
ferved  with  great  honour  in  all  the  fea  engagements  which  happened  betw'een  the  Englijh  and 
French  fleets  under  the  command  of  Admiral,  now  Sir  George  Pocock. 
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On  our  taking  of  Houghley,  and  burning  the  granaries,  xht  Nabob  thought 
)  proper  to  take  fome  notice  of  Admiral  Watfon\  letter  to  him  on  his  arrival 
at  Fulta  •,  and  the  following  is  a  tranflation  of  the  letter  fent  by  Serajah- 
Dowlah  to  xhQ  admiral  j  dated  23d,  1757. 

YOU  write  me,  that  the  king  your  mafter  fent  you  into  India  to  pro- 
te6t  the  company’s  fettlements,  trade,  rights,  and  privileges :  the  inllant 
1  received  that  letter,  I  fent  you  an  anfwer  *  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
my  reply  never  reached  you,  for  which  reafon  I  write  again.  I  muft  inform 
you  that  Roger  Drake,  the  company’s  chief  in  Bengal,  a6led  contrary  to 
the  orders  I  fent  him,  and  encroached  upon  my  authority :  he  gave  pro- 
tedlion  to  the  king’s  fubje(fls,  who  abfented  themfelves  from  the  infpeftion 
of  the  Durbar  'f,  which  practice  I  did  forbid  but  to  no  purpofe.  On  this 
account  I  was  determined  to  punifli  him,  and  accordingly  expelled  him 
my  country.  But  it  was  my  inclination  to  have  given  the  Englijh  company 
permiflion  to  have  carried  on  their  trade  as  formerly,  had  another  chief  been 
lent  here..  For  the  good  therefore  of  thefe  provi  zts,  and  the  inhabitants,. 

I  fend  you  this  letter  *,  and  if  you  are  inclined  to  re-eltablilh  the  company^ 
only  appoint  a  chief,  and  you  may  depend  upon  my  giving  currency  tcv 
their  commerce,  upon  the  fame  terms  they  heretofore  enjoyed  :  If  the 
EngUJIj  behave  themfelves  like  merchants,  and  follow  my  orders,,  they  may 
reft  alTured  of  my  favour,  protection,  and  alFiftance. 

If  you  imagine  that  by  carrying  on  a  war  against  me,  you  can. 

SSTABtlSH  A  TRADE  IN  THESE  DOMINIONS,  YOU  MAY  DO  AS  YOU  THINK 

?IT  J. 

The  Have  of  Allum-guesr,  king  of  Tndojian,  the  mighty  Conqueror,  the 
Lamp  of  Riches,  Shah  Kuly  Khan,  the  moft  valiant  among  warriors.” 

To  this  letter,  the  admiral  fent  the  following  anfwer,  dated  27th  of 
January,  1757. 

‘‘  YOUR  letter  of  tlie  a  jd  of  this  month  T  this  day  received.  It  has. 
given  me  the  greateft  pleafure,  as  it  informs  me  you  had  written  to  me 
before ;  a  circumftanGe  I  am  glad  to  be  aflured  of  under  your  hand,  as  the-  , 
not  anfwering  my  letter,  would  have  been  fuch  an  affront  as  1  could  not. 
have  put  up  with  unnoticed,,  without  incurring  the  anger  of  the  king  my 
mafter. 


*  This  alTertion  was  never  credited;  The  court  or  levee  of  the  Nabob. 

:};  This  paragraph,,  printed  in  Capitals',  was  written  with  the  Nabob’s  own*! 

hand ;  and  the  Reader  is  defired  to  obferve,  that  in  the  feveral  letters  which  pafl'ed  betweeiii 
the  Admiral  and  Nabobs,  here  inlerted,,what,  was  written  by  themfelves  is  thus  diilinguilhed. 
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■  You  tell  me  in  your  letter,  that  the  realon  of  your  expelling  the  Englijh  17 SJ. 
out  of  thefe  countries,  was  the  bad  behaviour  of  Mr.  Drake^  the  company’s  ' — » 
chief  in  Bengal.  But  befides,  that  princes,  and  rulers  of  ftates,  not  feeing 
with  their  own  eyes,  nor  hearing  with  their  own  ears,  are  often  mifinformed, 
and  the  truth  kept  from  them  by  the  arts  of  crafty  and  wicked  men  •,  was 
it  becoming  the  jultice  of  a  prince  to  punilh  all  ror  one  man’s  fake  ?  Or 
to  ruin  and  deftroy  fo  many  innocent  people,  as  had  no  way  offended,  but 
who,  relying  on  the  faith  of  the  royal  Phirmaund*,  expedted  protedlion  and 
fecurity  both  to  their  property  and  lives,  inftead  of  oppreffion  and  murder, 
which  they  unhappily  found  ?  Are  thefe  adlions  becoming  the  juftice 
of  a  prince }  Nobody  will  fay  they  are.  They  can  only  then  ^ave  been 
eaufed  by  wicked  men,  who  have  mifreprcfented  things  to  you  through 
malice,  or  for  their  own  private  ends  *,  for  great  princes  delight  in  adts  of 
juftice,  and  in  fhewing  mercy. 

If  therefore  you  are  defirous  of  meriting  the  fame  of  a  great  prince  and 
lover  of  juftice,  fhew  your  abhorrence  of  thefe  proceedings,  by  punifhing 
thofe  evil  counfellors  who  advifed  them  *,  caufe  fatisfadlion  to  be  made  to 
the  company,  and  to  all  others  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  property ; 
and  by  thefe  adts  turn  off  the  edge  of  the  fword  which  is  ready  to  fall  on 
the  heads  of  your  fubjedts. 

If  you  have  any  caufe  of  complaint  againft  Mr.  as  it  is  but  juft 

the  mafter  alone  fhould  have  a  pov/er  over  his  fervant-,  fend  your  com¬ 
plaints  to  the  company,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  they  will  give  you  fadf- 
fadlion. 

Although  I  am  a  soldier  as  well  as  you,  I  had  rather  receive 

SATISFACTION  FROM  YOUR  OWN  INCLINATION  TO  DO  JUSTICE,  THAN  BE 
OBLIGED  TO  FORCE  IT  FROM  YOU  EY  THE  DISTRESS  OF  YOUR  INNOCENT 
SUBJECTS.** 


The  Nahoh  being  determined  by  all  means  to  extirpate  the  Englijh^  took 
no  notice  of  this  letter,  till  he  had  colledled  together  his  forces,  and 
began  his  march  towards  us,  when  the  admiral  received  from,  him  the 
following. 

“  YOU  have  taken  and  plundered  Ihughky^  and  made  war  upon  my 
fubjedts :  thefe  are  not  adiions  becoming  merchants !  I  have  therefore 
left  Muxadahad^  and  am  arrived  near  Hougbley  •,  I  am  likewife  crofllng  the 
river  with  my  army,  part  of  vdiich  is  advanced  towards  your  camp.  Never- 
thelefs,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  have  the  company’s  bufinefs  fettled  upon  its. 
ancient  footing,  and  to  give  a  currency  to  their  trade  •,  fend  a  perfon  of  con¬ 
fidence  to  me,  who  can  make  your  demands,  and  treat  with  me  upon  this 

*  Phirmaundoi'  Firtnaun,  a  grant  or  decree  of  the  Afo^a/ or  emperor;  but  commonly  ufed; 
in  Bengal  for  the  patent  of  the  emperor  Eurrukhjetr  which  granted  to  the  Englijh  Icveral  im¬ 
portant  privileges, 

A  affair;. 


[  Ito  ] 

1757.  afl'air.  I  iliall  not  Icniple  to  grant  a  Perwannah^  for  the  reflltution  of  all  the 
— Y-^  company’s  fadories,  and  permit  them  to  trade  in  my  country  upon  the  fame 
terms  as  formerly.  If  the  EngliJIo^  who  are  fettled  in  thofe.  provinces,  will 
behave  like  merchants,  obey  my  orders,  and  give  me  no  offence,  you  may 
depend  upon  it,  I  will  take  their  Ioffes  into  confideration,  and  adjuft  matters 
to  their  latisfadion.  You  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  prevent  foldiers 
from  plundering  in  war;  therefore  if  you  will  on  your  parts  relinquiffi 
lomething  of  the  damages  you  have  fuftained  by  being  pillaged  by  my 
army,  I  will  endeavour  to  give  you  fatisfaftion  even  in  that  particular,  in 
order  to  gain  your  friendffiip,  and  preferve  a  good  underftanding  for  the 
future  with  your  nation.  You  are  a  Chrtjiian^  and  know  how  much  prefer¬ 
able  it  is  to  accommodate  a  difpute,  than  to  keep  it  alive ;  but  if  you  are 
determined  to  facrifice  the  interefl  of  your  company,  and  the  good  of 
private  merchants,  to  your  inclinations  for  war,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine  :  to 
preventthe  fatal  confequences  of  fuch  a  ruinous  war,  I  write  this  letter.” 

The  Nabob  waited  not  for  a  reply,  but  advanced  with  his  forces,  which 
confifted  of  1 8,000  horfe  and  1 5,000  foot,  10,000  pioneers,  and  about  40,000 
Cooleys^  horfekeepers,  cooks.  Bazar-men^  &c.  50  elephants,  and  40  pieces  of 
cannon  ;  and  yet,  infinitely  inferior  as  our  troops  were  in  number  to  this  vaft 
multitude,  being  but  711  Europeans  in  battalion,  about  100  artillery,  1300 
iiepoys^  with  14  field  pieces  6  pounders,  befides  the  cannon  on  our  batteries, 
they  placed  fuch  confidence  in  the  good  fortune  and  abilities  of  their  com¬ 
mander,  that  they  did  not  in  the  leaft  hefitate  to  abide  the  attack.  Agree¬ 
able  to  this  refolution,  the  colonel  formed  his  camp  on  a  fpot  of  ground 
near  the  river,  about  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  Calcutta^  between  it  and 
the  Nabob's  army  :  indeed  Calcutta  was  then  not  defenfible,  the  fort  had  no 
ditch,  its  baftions  did  not  deferve  the  name,  and  there  were  houfes  fo  near 
the  fort  as  to  command  the  few  fortifications  it  had  f . 

On  the  2d  of  February^  the  admiral  by  invitation  dined  with  the  colonel 
in  his  camp  ;  but  they  had  not  finiilied  their  meal,  before  the  Nabob's  army 
appeared  in  view,  marching  at  about  a  mile  diftance  from  them,  in  the 
way  towards  Calcutta.  The  admiral  foon  took  his  leave  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  army,  and  returned  in  his  boat  to  Calcutta.^  to  give  the  enemy  a  proper 
reception,  fliould  they  attempt  to  recover  the  fort;  one  or  two  of  their  fcouting 
parties  fired  at  him  as  he  paffed  down  the  river.  The  fame  evening,  the 
colonel  marched  out  of  the  camp  with  a  detachment  of  men  and  fix  field 
pieces  two  miles  towards  the  enemy,  and  drew  up  oppofite  to  their  line  of 
march.  A  cannonade  prefently  began  between  him  and  the  Nabob.,  (who 
fired  from  10  pieces  of  cannon,  fome  of  them  32  pounders)  and  which  con- 

*  An  order  or  grant. 

4  While  the  colonel  was  in  fearcli  of  a  proper  place  for  an  encampment,  a  wild  buffalo  ran 
at  his  guard  ;  and  although  the  Sepoy  it  attacked,  difcharged  his  mulket  ball  into  its  body, 
and  received  it  on  his  bayonet,  yet  the  creature  killed  the  man,  and  made  off.  The  wild 
buffaloes  are  here  very  large  ;  they  exceed  the  largeft  ox  in  England,  and  have  legs  remarkably 
thick  and  ftrong :  their  horns  lie  on  their  back  as  they  walk,  .their  head  being  in  an  horizontal 
poll ure  ;  but  when  they  feed,  their  horns  fland  ere<51. 


tinued 


f  ] 

tinned  till  it  was  quite  dark,  when  the  colonel  perceiving  that  nothing  of  *757* 
confequence  could  be  gained  by  it,  ordered  his  men  to  delift,  and  to  return  ' — v—— * 
to  their  camp.  In  this  little  affair,  we  had  a  few  men  killed,  and  among 
the  wounded  were  Captain  Nicholas  Weller  of  the  king’s  regiment,  and 
Captain  Frafer  of  the  company’s  troops* 

The  following  day,  Meffrs.  Waljh  and  Scrafton^  in  confequence  of  a  pro- 
pofal  made  by  the  Nabob,  that  two  proper  perfons  might  be  fent  to  him  to 
treat  of  a  peace,  were  difpatched  with  the  admiral’s  and  colonel’s  demands. 

But  thefe  gentlemen,  inftead  of  meeting  with  him  at  the  place  he  himlelf 
had  appointed,  were  conduced  to  Omichundls  garden,  which  lies  within  the 
bound-ditch  of  Calcutta,  and  which  he  had  now  fixed  upon  for  his  head 
quarters.  His  army  was  encamped  on  a  plain  about  4  miles  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  the  town,  and  now  between  it  and  our  army.  They  did  not  fail  to 
exprefs  their  furprize  to  the  Nabob  at  not  finding  him  at  the  place  of  his 
own  appointment,  and  to  which  they  had  been  direfled  to  repair,  by  their 
principals ;  adding  that  they  very  much  doubted  whether  it  was  in  their 
power  to  treat  with  him  in  any  other  place.  After  entering  however  a 
little  upon  the  bufinefs  that  brought  them  thither,  they  foon  found  from 
his  converfation,  that  his  intention  was  only  to  amufe  i  they  therefore 
preffed  for  a  permiffion  to  leave  him,  and  prefently  after  withdrew.  He 
referred  them,  for  a  farther  explanation  of  his  fentiments,  to  one  of  his 
principal  agents,  who  was  a  Seraf  or  Banker  -,  but  as  foon  as  MefiTrs.  Waljh 
and  Scrafton  could  get  from  him,  they  thought  it  prudent  (for  fear  of  any 
treachery)  to  put  out  their  light,  and  then  made  the  belt  of  their  way  to  the 
colonel  at  his  camp. 

As  foon  as  the  colonel  had  been  acquainted  with  the  ifTue  of  their  nego¬ 
tiation,  he  came  to  an  immediate  refolution  of  attacking  the  Nabob  in  his 
camp  that  very  night.  For  this  purpofe,  he  difpatched  away  an  exprefs  to 
the  admiral,  acquainting  him  wkh  his  defign,  and  defiring  him  to  ftrengthen 
his  little  army  with  a  reinforcement  of  failors.  Orders  were  accordingly 
iifued  to  the  feveral  captains  of  the  fquadron  to  fend  their  proportion 
of  officers  and  failors  for  this  fervice,  all  volunteers,  and  who  made 
up  a  body  of  five  hundred  and  fixty-nine  men.  They  had  orders  to 
proceed  immediately  by  water  to  the  camp,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Fhomas  Warrick  of  the  Fhunder  bomb-ketch,  and  they  joined  the  colonel 
about  two  in  the  morning,  whofe  troops  were  already  under  arms.  Captain 
Warrick  with  his  reinforcement  was  ordered  to  attend  and  guard  the  train 
of  artillery,  which  co.nfified  of  fix  field-pieces  and  one  cohorn.  Soon  after¬ 
wards  they  marched  off  the  ground  in  the  following  order  :  The  king’s 
and  company’s  granadiers  in  the  front;  the  bailors  with  the  train  next  *,  then 
followed  the  battalion  ;  and  the  Sepoys  brought  up  the  rear.  At  three, 
the  colonel  altered  his  difpofition,  and  marched  the  battalion  before  the 
train.  In  this  order  they  went  on  unperceived  till  day-break,  (having  Mr. 

Amyatt,  one  of  the  council,  and  a  black  man,  for  ^heir  guides.)  About 
2  five 
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1757.  five  o’clock  they  got  over  the  trenches  into  iht  Nabob' s  camp,  and  then 

— » - '  began  firing  away  on  all  Tides,  making  their  way  quite  through  the  camp, 

and  killing  great  numbers  of  the  enemy.  Unfortunately,  there  was  at  that 
time  one  of  thofe  remarkable  thick  fogs,  which  at  certain  feafons  of  the 
year  prevail  in  Bengah  and  render  objefls  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three 
yards  as  invifible  as  in  the  darkeft  night-,  by  this  the  guides  miftook  their 
way,  and  mftead  of  going  on  to  the  Nabob's^  head  quarters,  as  the  colonel 
intended,  they  turned  too  much  to  the  left,  and  led  the  troops  without  the 

Biingelo  ditch,  behind  which  the  enemy  had  entrenched  themfelves.  This 

miitake  in  all  probability  fav'-ed  the  NaboF^  whole  army  from  an  entire 
defeat  it  is  certain,  that  it  made  the  colonel’s  vidtory  much  lefs  complete 
than  it  otherwife  would  have  been  ;  for  as  the  day  advanced,  and  the  fog 
difperfed,  he  could  not  think  of  renewing  the  adion  by  attacking  the  enemy 
again  with  his  fmall  body  of  forces,  fecured  as  they  were  behind  a  ftrong 
intrenchment  made  Tome  years  before  by  the  EngliJJ}  for  the  defence  of 
Calcutta  againft  the  Maharattas.  He  therefore  drew  off  his  little  army,  and 
gaining  a  pafs  over  the  intrenchment  about  a  mile  from  the  place  of  aftion^ 
advanced  amidft  a  briflc  cannonading  on  both  Tides  towards  Calcutta^  where 
the  army  arrived  about  noon. 

We  loft  upwards  of  fifty  men  in  this  aftion  ;  a  platoon  of  the  company’s 
grenadiers  being  blown  up  before  day  by  a  fliower  of  the  enemies  arrows 
with  fire-rockets  falling  upon  them,  which  Tet  fire  to  the  powder  that  they 
carried  in 'their  pockets.  Captain  Pye^  and  Captain  Bridges^  (the  laft  of 
whom  was  alTo  Colonel  Clive\  Tecretary)  were  killed  early  in  the  morning. 
Lieutenant  Lutwidge  *  of  the  Salijbury  was  mortally  wounded,  and  about 
15  other  Teamen  loft  their  lives.  The  carriages  of_  two  pieces  of  our 
cannon  which  were  in  the  rear  of  the  army,  breaking,  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  behind. 

We  had  various  accounts  of  the  number  killed  in  the  NaboFs  army  in 
this  action.  A  Brahmin^  who  was  in  his  camp  Toon  afterwards,  affured  us, 
that  he  had  1300  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among  the  former,  were 
two  of  his  principal  generals,  22  captains,  Five  hundred  horfes  were 

alTo  killed,  and  three  or  four  elephants.  So  great  a  flaughter  however  was 
made  among  them,  as  to  alarm  the  Nabob,  and  fill  his  mind  with  continual 
apprehenfions  of  being  Toon  attacked  again.  For  the  colonel,  prefently 
after  his  return  to  Calcutta,  by  a  very  Tpirited  and  excellent  manoeuvre, 
at  five  the  Tame  afternoon  took  pofTeflion  of  his  former  camp,  and  like  a 
heavy  cloud.  Teemed  to  hang  over  the  Nabob's  army,  ready  to  burft  upon 
it.  This  timorous  Barbarian  therefore,  for  fear  of  a  Tecond  Turprize, 
kept  his  troops  under  arms  the  whole  night. 

•  Mr.  Lutvjidge  was  one  of  thofe  many  fpirited  young  gentlemen  who  went  in  Admiral 
Wat/on' %  fquadron  to  \\iQEaft  Indies,  and  who  were  often  juftly  denominated  the  flower  of 
the  navy ;  he  died  at  fick  quarters  the  loth  of  March,  of  the  wound  he  received. 

Immediately 
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Immediately  after  the  ftorming  of  tht  Nabob's  camp,  the  admiral  wrote  lysi* 
the  following  letter  to  him,  dated  February  6,  1757*  v 

“  THE  letter,  which  you  will  receive  with  this,  was  written  the  day 
-before  yefterday  ^  ;  but  before  that  I  could  get  it  tranflated  into  the  Perftan 
language  in  order  to  its  being  fent  to  you,  I  was  informed  by  Colonel 
Clive^  that  you  had  treated  his  deputies  with  difrefped,  and  that  you  was 
within  the  bounds  of  Calcutta^  from  which  you  had  refufed  to  retire. 

V 

Evidences  fo  full  and  pofitive,  of  your  bad  intentions  towards  us,  that 
however  flrong  my  inclinations  might  be  towards  peace,  I  could  no  longer 
entertain  any  realbnable  hopes  of  feeing  it  accomplifhed.  I  therefore  de- 
fired  Colonel  Clive  to  fliew  you  what  an  army  of  Englijhmen  was  capable  of 
doing,  that  before  it  was  too  late  you  might  agree  to  the  propofals,  which 
would  be  made  to  you.  He  yielded  to  my  defire,  and  marched  through 
your  whole  camp,  as  if  it  had  not  been  filled  with  armed  men ;  after  which 
he  returned  to  his  own,  where  he  will  remain  yet  a  little  while,  in  hopes 
of  feeing  you  accede  to  the  reafonable  propofals,  which  are  ^now  offered  to 
you  for  the  lafl  time,  from  the  fecret  committee.  If  you  are  wife,  you  will 
grant  them  the  juftice  that  is  their  due*,  otherwife,  the  fword  is  going  to  be 
drawn  that  never  will  be  fheatiied  again.’* 


*  The  inclofed  letter,  was  as  follows : 

“  THSJetter  which  you  fent  me  in  anfwer  to  my  reply  to  your  former  letter,  I  received 
the  day  before  yefterday.  But  as  I  was  fitting  down  to  write  an  anfsver  to  it,  intelligence 
was  brought  me,  that  part  of  your  army  had  entered  Calcutta,  and  that  the  remainder  was 
advancing  in  great  hafte  towards  our  camp.  I  had  no  fooner  heard  thefe  things,  than  looking 
towards  the  town,  the  fmoke  and  flames  which  I  faw  afcending  from  it,  confirmed  their  truth. 
Wherefore,  from  fuch  appearances,  looking  upon  all  treating  as  at  an  end,  I  gave  over  the 
thoughts  of  writing.  Since  this,  I  hear  from  Colonel  Cli^e  that  you  have  again  made  offers 
of  treating,  and  that  in  confequence  thereof  he  has  fent  to  you  Meflrs.  Waljh  and  Scrafton 
with  propofals  of  accommodation ;  a  proof  fo  demonftrative  of  our  pacific  inclinations, 
that  nothing  can  be  added  to  it.  For  my  own  particular  fentiments,  if  you  will  look 
back  upon  my  letters,  you  will  find  that  they  always  propofed  amicable  methods  j  and  my 
actions  have  always  correfponded  with  them,  for  it  was  not  till  after  defpairing  of  peace, 
by  having  no  anfwers  to  my  letters,  that  I  could  prevail  on  myfelf  to  commit  any  hoftilities  ; 
to  which  1  was  always  fo  averfe,  that  even  in  .the  midft  of  vidlory,  I  ftopt  fhort  to  liften  to 
the  voice  of  peace.  I  am  ftill  inclined  to  it,  notwithftanding  the  little  profpedt  of  its  taking 
place.  However,  to  take  away  all  blame  from  me,  both  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man,  and 
to  convince  the  world  how  much  rather  I  wifli  to  fee  the  happinefs  of  mankind  than  their 
mifery,  I  write  this. 

If  you  really  and  fincerely  mean  to  treat  of  peace,  liften  to  the  propofals  which  will  be 
made  by  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  v/ith  you.  They  afk  nothing  but  juftice,  nor  mean 
any  thing  more  than  the  mutual  good  of  both  nations.  If  you  refufe  it,  remember,  that 
, princes  are  only  placed  at  the  head  of  mankind  to  procure  their  happinefs;  and  that  they 
muft  one  day  give  a  very  fevere  account,  if  through  ambition,  revenge^  or  avarice,  they  fail 
in  their  duty.  I  have  done  mine  in  giving  you  my  advice.” 

CL 


The 
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The  day  following,  the  Nabob  made  overtures  for  a  peace,  and  drew  off 
his  forces,  and  began  his  march  back  to  his  capital  Muxadabad ;  and  on 
the  9th  of  February  the  following  letter  was  received  by  the  admiral,  with 
the  treaty  of  peace. 

^he  Nabob  to  the  Admiral. 

“  THE  colonel’s  letter  I  have  received,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
governor  and  council  figned  and  fealed.  He  defires  me  to  get  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  now  made,  ratified  by  my  great  men  and  principal  officers. 
I  have  complied  with  his  requeft :  it  will  be  proper  likewife  for  you  and 
the  colonel  on  one  part,  and  myfelf  on  the  other,  to  execute  an  agreement, 
that  hoftilities  between  us  fhall  ceafe  *,  that  the  EngliJIo  will  always  remain 
my  friends  and  allies  j  and  that  they  will  aflifl:  me  againft  my  enemies.  For 
this  purpofe,  I  fend  a  perfon  of  diftinftion  and  confidence  who  will  fpeak 
at  large  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  1  hope  you  will  inform  him  of 
your  difpofition  towards  me.  The  articles  which  were  fent  to  me,  I  have 
returned,  figned  by  myfelf,  the  king’s  Duan^  my  own  Duan^  and  thcBukhJhi 
of  my  army.  1  fhould  be  glad  if  you  would  confirm  this  treaty  by  a  paper 
under  your  hand  and  feal,  as  the  colonel  has  done.  I  have  in  the  moft 
folemn  manner  called  God  and  the  Prophets  to  witnefs,  that  I  have  made 
peace  with  the  Englijh.  As  long  as  I  have  life  I  fhall  efteem  your  enemies 
as  enemies  to  me,  and  will  affift  you  to  the  iitmoll  of  my  power  whenever 
you  require  it.  Do  you  likewife,  and  the  colonel,  and  chiefs  of  the 
Englijh  faftory  fwear  in  the  prefence  of  the  Almighty  God  to  obferve  and 
perform  your  part  of  the  treaty,  and  to  efteem  my  enemies  as  your  own, 
and  always  be  ready  to  give  me  your  afliftance  againft  them  :  and  though 
you  may  not  come  yourfelf,  I  flatter  myfelf  you  will  fend  the  aid  I  fhall  at 
any  time  afk  for.  God  is  the  witnefs  between  us  in  this  treaty.. 

GOD  AND  HIS  PROPHETS  are  witnesses,  that  I  never  will  devi¬ 
ate  FROM  THE  TERMS  OF  THE  TREATY  I  HAVE  NOW  MADE  WITH  THR 
ENGLISH  COMPANY,  AND  THAT  I  WILL  ON  ALL  OCCASIONS  SHEW  THEM 
MY  FAVOUR,  RELYING  ON  YOUR  FAITH  TO  OBSERVE  INVIOLABLY  YOUR  PART 
OF  THE  TREATY.- 

Articles  acceded  to^Jtgned  and  fealed  by  Nabob,  9th  of  February,  ^757‘ 

I.  Whatever  rights  and  privileges  the  king  hath  granted  to  the  Englijh 
company  in  the  Phirmaunh  *  and  Hujbalhookums  -j-  fent  from  Delhi,  fliall 
not  be  difputedi  or  taken  from  them,  and  the  immunities  therein  mentioned. 
Hand  good  and'  be  acknowledged.  Whatever  villages  are  given  by  the 
Phirmaiinds  to  the  company,  fhall  likewife  be  granted,  notwithftanding  they 
• 

*  Patents  or  papers  figned  by  the  Mogul,. 

f  Papers  figned  by  the  ViTur,, 

havii- 
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have  been  denied  them  by  former  Soubahdars,  but  the  Zemindars  of  thefe  1757. 
villages  are  not  to  be  hurt  or  difplaced  without  caufe,  ■ 

I  do  agree  to  the  terms  of  the  Phirmaund. 

II.  All  goods  pafiing  and  repairing  through  the  country  by  land  or 
water  \n  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa  with  Englijh  Dujiucks,  lliall  be  exempt 
from  any  tax,  fee  or  impofition  from  Choquedars,  Gaulivahs,  Zemindars’^^ 
or  any  others. 

I  agree  to  this, 

III.  All  the  company’s  factories  feized  by  tht  N ah  oh  (hall  be  returned. 

All  the  money,  goods  and  effeds  belonging  to  the  company,  their  fervants 
and  tenants,  and  which  have  been  feized  and  taken  by  the  Nahoh,  lhall  be 
reftored.  What  has  been  plundered  and  pillaged  by  his  people  fliall  be 
made  good  by  the  payment  of  fuch  a  fum  of  money  as  his  juftice  fliall  think 
reafonable. 

/  agree  to  rejicre  whatever  has  been  feized  and  taken  hy  my  orders,  and 

accounted  for  in  my  Sincany  -f. 

IV.  That  we  have  permillion  to  fortify  Calcutta  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
we  think  proper  without  interruption. 

/  confent  to  it. 

V.  That  we  lhall  have  liberty  to  coin  Siccas  both  of  gold  and  filverj 
of  equal  weight  and  finenefs  to  thofe  of  Muxadahad,  which  lhall  pafs  cur¬ 
rent  in  the  province,  and  that  there  be  no  demand  made  for  a  deduction 
of  Batta. 

I  confent  to  the  Englilh  companfs  coining  their  own  Bullio  n  intef 

Siccas. 

VI.  That  the  treaty  lhall  be  ratified  by  figning,  fealing,  and  fwearing 
in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his  Prophets  to  abide  by  the  articles  ^herein 
contained,  not  only  by  the  Nahoh,  but  his  principal  officers  and  minillers. 

/  have  fealed  and  ftgned  the  articles  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  hi^ 

Prophets. 

VII.  That  Admiral  Charles  IVatfon  and  Colonel  Robert  Clive,  on  the  part  and 
behalf  of  the  Englijh  nation  and  of  the  company,  do  agree  to  live  in  a  good  un-* 
derftanding  with  the  Nabob,  to  put  an  end  to  the  troubles,  and  be  in  friend* 

*  Officers  belonging  to  the  culloms  and  revenues. 

f  Government  books. 
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1757.  fhip  with,  him,  whilft  thefe  articles  are  obferved  and  performed  by,  the 
^  Nabob. 

I  havi  ftgned  and  fealed  the  foregoing  articles  upon  thefe  terms.,  that  if 
the  governor  and  council  will  fign  arid  feal  them  with  the  company's  feal.,  and 
will  fwear  to  the  performance  on  their  part,  I  then  confer t  and  agree  to 
them. 

Then  followed  the  Nabob's  feal,  and  Meer  Jaffier  and  Rajah  Dullub^  two- 
of  his  general  officers,  alfo  underfigned  it. 


fhe  Governor  and  Council's  agreement  with  the  Nabob  of  Bengal. 

“We  the  Englijh  Eaft  India  company,  in  the  prefence  of  his  Excellency.- 
the  Nabob  Munferood  Muluk  Serajah  Eowlah.,  Soubahdar  of  the  provinces* 
of  Bengal.^  Bahar  and  Orixa.,  by  the  hands  and  feal  of  the  council,  do  agree 
and  promife,  in  the  mod  folemn  manner,  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  company’s 
factories,  which  are  in  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  Nabob.,  fhall  be  tranfafted 
as  formerly  *,  that  we  will  never  do  violence  to  any  perfons  without  caufe 
that  we  will  never  offer  proteftion  to  any  perfons  having  accounts  with  the  ' 
government,,  to  any  of  the  king’s  Fuluckdars  or  Zemindars,  to  any  mur- 
therers  or  robbers,  nor  will  ever  aft  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  articles 
granted  by  the  Nabob ;  we  will  carry  on  our  trade  in  the  former  channel^ 
and'  never  in  any  refpeft  deviate  from  this  agreement.” 

The  admiral  alfo  made  the  following  return  to  the  Nabo-K 

“  I  received  the  letter,  you  have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  me,  by- 
Runjel  Roy,  who  has  given  me  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  by  acquainting 
me  with  your  good  difpofition  towards  our  nation,  and  ypur.  fincere  defire-' 
to  live  with  us  in  the  ftrifteft  terms  of  friendlfiip  and  alliance. 

Before  this  letter  can  come  to  your  hands,  he  will  have  made  known  to> 
you,  how  much  I  agree  in  the  fame  fentiments  *,  the  fincerity  of  which  I  hop{i 
every  day  to  manifeft  more  and  more,  that  you  may  be  thereby  convinced 
how  much  the  Englijh  have  been  wronged  by  thofe  who  have  reprefenteef 
them,  to  you,  as  an  ambitious,  troublefome  people.  I  truft  you  will  live  to> 
fee  by  their  conduft  henceforward,  that  their  charafler  is  the  very  reverfe ; 
and'that  there  is  not  in  the  world  a  more  peaceable  people,  when  not  op- 
preffed  ;  although  I  confefs  there  are  none  more  ready  to  draw  the  fword,f 
when  greatly  injured. 

The  paper  of  agreement  to  the  treaty  on  my  part,  I  fend  you  herewith*, 
done  in  the  manner  you  defired  it,  figned  with  my  hand  and  fealed 
with  my  feal.  And  I  call  upon  the  Almighty,  whom  we  both  worfhip,.. 
to  bear  witnefs  againft  and  punifh  me,  if  I  ever  fail  ijn  obferving  to  the- 

utmoff 
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ntmofl  of  my  power,  every  part  of  the  treaty,,  coneluded  between  yourfelf  1757. 
and  the  Englijh  nation,  fo  long  as  you  fhall  faithfully  obfcrve  your  part, 
which  I  make  no  doubt  will  be  as  long  as  you  have  life.  What  can  I  add 
more  ?  but  my  willies,  that  your  life  may  be  long,  and  crowned  with  all 
manner  of  profperity.” 

“  I  Charles  Watfon^  ^c.  ^c.  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  majedy,  and  in 
the  prefence  of  God  and  Jefus  Chrifi^  do  folemnly  declare,  that  I  will  faith-  . 
fully  obferve  and  maintain  the  peace  concluded  on  the  9th  of  February^ 

1757,  between  the  Soubahdar^  ^c.  and  the  Englijh^  in  every  part  and 
article  thereof.  And  that  fo  long  as  the  Sctibahdar^  &c.  fliali  abide  by  his 
promifes,  and  the  articles  ligned  by  him,  I  will  always  look  upon  his 
enemies  as  the  enemies  of  my  nation,  and  when  called  upon,  will  grant  him 
all  the  alTiftance  in  my  power.” 

t 

The  Soubahdar  or  Naboby  OW  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  fent  the  ufual' 
prefent  to  the  admiral,  governor,  and  colonel;  to  each  an  elephant,  a  drefs 
or  veft,  and  head  jewel,,  and  which  were  received  by  the  governor  and  colonel  as 
reprefentatives  of  the  company ;  but  Mr.  Watfon^  as  reprefentative  of'  the 
king,  refufed  to  accept  the  prefent.  However,  he  received  the  Nabob's 
officers  who  brought  them,  in  a  very  polite  manner  on  board  the  Kent^  and 
difplayed  to  them  his  lower  tier  of  32  pounders,  of  which  they  made  a 
dreadful  report  to  their  mailer,  who  not  conceiving  any  great  liking  to  his 
new  friends,  continued  his  march  with  all  haite  to-  the  capital,  happily 
for  his  fubjefts  fomewliat  humbled  by  his  late  defeat.  Mr.  Watts^  one  of 
the  council,  being  well  verfed  in  the  country  language,  and  in  their  politics 
and  cuftoms,  accompanied  the  Nabob  to  attend  the  fulfilling  of  the 
treaty 

Mr.  Watts  carried  with  him  the  following  letter  from  the  admiral  to  the. 

Nabobs  dated  the  i6th  oi  February  1757. 

“  O MICFfUND  has  informed  me  of  the  particulars  you-  was  pleafed 
to  inftru(fl  him  w'ith.  The  advice  you  have  received  of  a  fleet  of  French 
men  of  war,  and  a  large  land  army  under  the  command  of  Monfr.  Bujfy^ 
being  in  their  way  to  thefe  provinces,  I  believe  is  true ;  I  have  likewife 
heard  that  they  are  coming  here  to  commit  hoftilities  againft  us.  In  regard 
to  your  defire,  that  I  would  do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  their  coming 
into  thefe  territories  •,  you  may  aflure  yourfelf,  I  will  ufe  my  beft  endeavours 
to  prevent  it,  in  order  to  manifefl:  my.  friendffiip  for  you.  A  requeft  of  this 
nature  I  ffiall  always  take  pleafure  in  granting,  and  by  my  readinefs  to- 
comply  with  your  defire,  you  will  be  fufficiently  convinced  of  the  fincerity 
of  my  friendffiip  and  efteem,  and  be  fatisfied  with  my  aflions.  What  has 
been  deftroyed  and  ruined  by  your  anger  and  rcfentment,  I  trull  will  again 


*  Scrafionh  refledions  on  the  government  of  Indojian, 

I  flouriffi. 
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1757*  flourifh  under  your  favour  and  prote(5^ion.  Mr.  Watts  is  now  Tent  to  wait 
■ — V— ^  upon  y'ou,  in  behalf  of  the  governor  and  council,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  you 
will  confent  to  the  petitions  he  may  have  to  make 


Thus  by  the  fpirited  and  gallant  behaviour  of  the  two  Englijh  command¬ 
ers,  the  affairs  of  the  company,  which  a  few  months  before  feemed  verging 
on  inevitable  ruin,  were  not  only  quite  retrieved,  but  put  upon  a  firmer 
and  better  footing  than  ever ;  and  the  treaty  would  have  been  yet  more 
advantageous  than  it  was,  had  not  the  admiral  and  colonel,  jufl:  at  the  time  of 
drawing  it,  received  intelligence  of  a  war  with  France^  which  was  foon  after¬ 
wards  fully  confirmed  by  the  arrival  of  Commodore  James  -f  in  the  Re¬ 
venge  ;  and  the  French  garrifon  at  Chandernagore  was  well  known  to  confifl: 
of  500  Europeans  and  m.ore  than  a  1000  Sepoys^  which  if  they  had  then 
joined  the:  Nabobs  mufl:  have  probably  terminated  in  our  company’s  ruin. 
Confidering  all  circumflances,  the  treaty  was  honourable  and  advantageous 
for  us,  and  the  Nabob  was  in  fome  meafure  punifhed  for  thofe  unheard  of 
cruelties  which  he  had  fo  wantonly  exercifed  againft  many  innocent  indi¬ 
viduals 

As  foon  as  all  difficulties  with  the  Indians  were  thus  happily  removed, 
the  next  objed:  that  naturally  prefented  itfelf,  was  the  reducing  the  French 
power  in  this  province.  The  committee  indeed,  who  had  the  diredion  of 
the  company’s  affairs  in  Bengal^  took  care  to  reprefent  to  the  admiral,  that 
as  a  peace  had  been  concluded  with  the  Nabobs  this  was  the  only  opportu¬ 
nity  he  perhaps  might  ever  meet  with  for  ading  offenfively  againft  thp 
Frenchy  from  whofe  councils,  great  evils  were  ftill  to  be  expeded. 

The  admiral,  who  plainly  faw  the  force  of  this  reafoning,  moft  readily 
came  into  the  propofal  •,  and  nothing  would  have  prevented  his  immediately 
commencing  hoftilities  againft  the  French y  had  not  fome  gentlemen  of  that 
nation  arrived  at  this  time  from  Chandernagore  with  frefh  propofals  for  a 
neutrality.  Thefe  were  thought  fo  reafonable  by  many  gentlemen  of  our 
company’s  council,  that  for  a  while  matters  ftood  in  a  ftate  of  fufpence,  and 


*  Thefe  were  for  his  confent  to  our  attacking  the  French, 

+  Mr.  James's  arrival  in  the  Ganges,  was  very  opportune,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
certain  intelligence  of  the  war  with  France,  but  by  bringing  with  him  in  his  own  Ihip  and 
two  tranfports,  a  detachment  of  500  men,  which  enabled  us  immediately  to  adl  offenfively 
againft  the  French.  His  great  merit  in  undertaking,  and  unremitting  perfeverance  in  accora- 
plifhing,  the  paflage  round  from  Bombay  in  that  uncommon  late  feafon  of  the  year,  ought  alfo 
to  be  particularly  noticed ;  as  well  as  his  taking  on  the  palTage  Vlndien,  a  French  Indiaman, 
laden  with  warlike  ftores  and  provifions  for  the  French  fq^uadron  then  at  the  illand  of  Mauri¬ 
tius,  which  greatly  diftrelfed  them,  and  retarded  their  operations. 

:j:  Upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  the  admiral  fent  home  Captain 
Warrick  with  exprelTes  of  intelligence  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Admiralty. 

7  nothing 


nothing  was  talked  of  but  a  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  the  two 
nations  in  Bengal.  At  length,  the  following  fuggefcion  arofe :  “  Whether 
the  government  of  Chandernagore.,  (being  fubordinate  to  that  at  Pondicherry) 
had  in  themfelves  fufficient  authority  to  make  the  treaty  valid,  Ihould  the 
prefidency  at  Pondicherry  chance  to  difapprove  of  their  proceedings.”  This 
iingle  queftion  put  an  end  to  all  thoughts  of  a  neutrality  •,  for  as  the  French 
deputies,  upon  its  being  put  to  them,  did  not  prefume  to  anfwer  in  the 
affirmative,  and  as  it  was  by  this  time  known  that  v/ar  had  actually  been, 
declared  between  the  two  nations  in  Europe^  the  admiral  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  of  breaking  off  the  negotiation.  Accordingly  he,  on  the  part  of  his 
majefty,  and  the  committee,  on  that  of  the  Englijh  Eaft  India  company,, 
entered  into  an  agreement  for  attacking  Chandernagore.,  the  principal  lettle- 
ment  of  the  French  in  this  part  of  the  Indies.,  and  ftrongly  garrifoned.  The 
fort  was  a  regular  fquare,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference, 
with  4  baftions,  each  mounting  i6  guns,,  befides  fome  on  the  curtain,  and  a 
battery  of  4  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  top  of  a  church.  There  was  a  dry 
foffe  round  the  three  fides  to  the  land,  with  a  glacis  of  about  40  yards.  At 
the  northward  port  was  a  ravelin  mounting  5  guns,,  and  oppofite  the  port 
towards  the  water  fide  was  a  mud  battery  of  6  guns  which  flanked  down, 
the  river. 

The  expedition  would  have  taken  place  in  a  few  days,  had  not  the  Nabob’ 
interpofed:  as  early  as  the  19th  of  February.,  he  fent  the  following  letter 
to  the  admiral.- 

“TO  put  an  end  to  the  hoftilities  in  my  country  and  dominions,  I 
confented  and  agreed  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  EngliJJj.,  that  trade  and 
commerce  might  be  carried  on  as  formerly  ;  to  which  treaty  you  have  agreed,, 
and  a  firm  accommodation  between  us  is  fettled  and  eflablifhed:  you  have 
likewife  fent  me  an  agreement,  under  your  own  hand  and  feal,  not  to  diftnrb 
the  tranquility  of  my  country ;  but  it  now  appears  that  you  have  a  dcfign 
to  befiege  the  French  fadory  near  lioughky,  and  to  commence  hoflilities 
againff  that  nation.  This  is  contrary  to  all  rule  and  cuftom,  that  you  fnould 
bring  your  animofities  and  differences  into  my  country  ;  for  it  has  never 
been  known  fince  the  days  of  Fimur,  that  the  Europeans  made  war  upon 
one  another  within  the  king’s  dominions.  If  you  are  determined  to  befiege 
the  French  fadories,  I  ffiall  be  neceffitated  in  honour  and  duty  to  my  king,  to- 
afiift  them  with  my  troops.  You  feem  inclined  to  break  the  treaty  fo* 
lately  concluded  between  us ;  formerly  the  Maharattas  infefted  thefe  domi¬ 
nions,  and  for  many  years  harraffed  the  country  with  war,  but  when  the 
difpute  was  accommodated,  and  a  treaty  of  peace  with  that  people  con¬ 
cluded,  they  never  broke,  nor  will  they  ever  deviate  from,  the  terms  of  the 
faid  treaty.  It  is  a  wrong  and  wicked  pradice,  to  break  through  and  pay 
no  regard  to  treaties  made  in  the  mofl:  fqlemn  manner-,  you  are  certainly 
bound  to  abide  by  your  part  of  the  treacy'^ffridly,  and  never  to  attempt  or 
be  the  occafion  of  any  troubles  or  difturbances  in  future  within  the  provinces 

r  undert 
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^757*  under  my  jurifdI61:ion,  I  will  on  my  part  obferve  moll  pundually  what  I 
fjave  promifed  and  confented  to. 

I  WILL  MAINTAIN  AND  PRESERVE  ON  MV  PART  THE  TREATY  OF  PEACE 
I  HAVE  MADE  WITH  THE  ENGLISH,  WHICH  WITH  THE  PERMISSION  OF 
God  I  HOPE  WILL  continue  for  EVER.  You  MAY  HAVE  HEARD,  THAT 
FOR  SEVEN  YEARS,  WE  HAD  CONSTANT  WARS  WITH  THE  MAHA- 
RATTA’s,  BUT  WHEN  A  TREATY  OF  PEACE  WAS  CONCLUDED  WITH  THEM, 
THEY  STRICTLY  OBSERVED  THE  TERMS,  AND  NEVER  DEVIATED  FROM  THEM. 
It  IS  BUT  JUST  AND  REASONABLE  THAT  YOUR  NATION  SHOULD  PAY  RE¬ 
GARD  TO  THE  LATE  TREATY,  AND  COMMIT  NO  HOSTILITIES  IN  MY  COUN¬ 
TRY,  NOR  DISTURB  ITS  TRANQUILITY  WITH  ANY  DIFFERENCES,  THAT  MAY 
SUBSIST  BETWEEN  YOU  AND  OTHER  EUROPEAN  POWERS. 


To  this,  the  Admiral  fent  the  following  reply,  dated  the  21ft  of  E>- 
Iruary^  ^757* 

“  YOUR  letter  of  the  i9th,H  was  honoured  with  this  morning,  and 
obferve  that  you  difapprove  of  our  committing  hoftilities  againft  the  French 
fettled  in  thefe  provinces.  Had  I  imagined  it  would  have  given  you  any 
umbrage,  I  Ihbuld  never  have  entertained  the  lead  thoughts  of  difturbing 
the  tranquility  of  your  country,  by  acling  againft  that  nation  within  the 
Ganges  ;  and  am  now  ready  to  defift  from  attacking  their  factory,  or  commit¬ 
ting  other  hoftilities  againft  them  in  thefe  provinces,  if  they  will  confent  and 
agree  to  a  folid  treaty  of  neutrality  •,  and  if  you  as  Soubahdar  of  Bengal  will 
under  your  hand  guarantee  this  treaty,  and  promife  to  protett  the  Englijh 
from  any  attempts  made  by  that  nation  againft  our  fettlements  during  my 
abfence.  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  heard  of  no  people  in  the  world  who 
pay  a  ftrider  regard  to  their  word,  and  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  than  the 
EngliJlj ;  and  I  do  fincerely  alTure  you,  that  I  will  inviolably  preferve  the 
peace  we  have  concluded  .with  you,  and  I  dare  anfwer  for  the  colonel  and 
the  company’s  reprefentatives,  that  they  will  not  attempt  to  infringe  any 
part  of  it. 

I  HAVE  RATIFIED  THE  LATE  TREATY  BETWEEN  YOU  AND  THE  EN¬ 
GLISH  WITH  MY  HAND  AND  SEAL*,  AND  1  NOW  REPEAT  MY  ASSU¬ 
RANCES,  MADE  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  GOD  AND  OF  JESUS  CHRIST, 
THAT  I  WILL  MAINTAIN  AND  PRESERVE  INVIOLABLY  MY  PART  OF  THE 
SAID  TREATY,  NOT  DOUBTING  OF  YOUR  SINCERITY  IN  PERFORMING  SUCH 
ARTICLES  AS  YOU  HAVE  CONSENTED  TO.  I  LIKEWISE  PROMISE  THAT  I 
WILL  NOT  DISTURB  THE  TRANQUILITY  OF  YOUR  COUNTRY,  BY  COM¬ 
MITTING  ANY  HOSTILITIES  AGAINST  THE  FRENCH,  PROVIDED  YOU  WILL 
BE  ANSWERABLE  FOR  THEIR  OBSERVANCE  OF  A  STRICT  NEUTRALITY 
WITH  US.” 


The 
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The  French^  by  the  prevailing  power  of  corruption,  had  gained  fome  of 
the  courtiers,  and  they  fo  influenced  the  Nabobs  that  without  waiting  for 
the  above  anfwer  to  his  letter  of  the  19th,  on  the  20th  he  fent  another  let¬ 
ter  to  the  admiral. 

“  THE  letter  I  wrote  to  you  yeilerday,  I  imagine  you  have  received  \ 
fince  which  I  have  been  informed  by  the  French  Vackeel  that  five  or  fix 
additional  fhips  of  war  have  arrived  in  the  river,  and  that  more  are  ex- 
pefted.  •He  reprefents  likewife,  that  you  defign  commencing  hoftilities 
againft  me  and  my^  fubjedls  again,  as  foon  as  the  rains  are  over.  This  is 
not  ading  agreeable*  to  the  character  of  a  true  foldier,  and  a  man  of  honour, 
who  never  violated  their  words.  If  you  are  fincere  in  the  treaty  concluded 
with  me,  fend  your  fhips  of  war  out  of  the  river,  and  abide  ftedfaftly  by 
your  agreement ;  I  will  not  fail  in  the  obfervance  of  the  treaty  on  my  part. 
Is  it  becoming  or  honefl:  to  begin  a  war,  after  concluding  the  peace  fo 
lately  and  folemnly  ?  The  Maharattas  are  bound  by  no  gofpel^  yet  they  are 
Ilridt  obfervers  of  treaties.  It  will  therefore  be  matter  of  great  aftonifliment, 
and  hard  to  be  believed,  if  you,  who  are  enlightened  with  the  gofpel,  fliould 
not  remain  firm,  and  preferve  the  treaty  you  have  ratified  in  the  prefence 
of  God  and  Jefus  ChriJiF 

To  this  the  Admiral  replied  in  a  letter  dated  the  25th  of  February^ 

1757* 

“  YOUR  letter  of  the  20th  inftant  I  received  two  days  ago  •,  but  being 
jufl:  in  the  height  of  my  difpatches  for  England^  I  was  not  able  to  anfwer 
it  till  now.  I  know  not  how  to  exprefs  to  you  my  aftonifhment,  at  find¬ 
ing  myfelf  taxed  with  having  a  defign  to  break  the  peace,  on  fo  flight  a 
foundation  as  a  bafe  fellow’s  having  dared  to  tell  you  fo,  without  any  one 
adlion  of  mine  being  produced  to  fupport  fo  extravagant  and  impudent 
an  accufation,  which  has  not  the  leafl:  Ihadow  of  probability  to  render  it 
credible.  You  tell  me,  “  It  is  unworthy  the  chara6ter  of  a  foldier,  and 
“  man  of  honour,  to  violate  their  words !”  In  what  Angle  inftance,  fince  my 
being  here,  have  I  aded  fo  unworthily  as  to  make  you  think  me  capable 
of  violating  mine  ?  Yourfelf  can  anfwer  for  me,  in  none.  My  dealing  with 
you  hath  always  been  full  of  that  franknefs  and  fincerity,  for  which  my 
countrymen  are  remarkable  throughout’ the  known  world.  From  you.  Sir, 
I  exped  juftice  on  that  bafe  man,  who,  has  dared  falfely  to  accufe  me, 
and  to  impofe  upon  you.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  complained  to  the 
French  of  their  Vackeel’s  behaviour  ;  who  have .  promifed  me  to  write  to 
you  their 'knowledge  of  the  falfity  of  his  accufation.  You  may  reft  affured, 
that  I  will  always  religioufly  obferve  the  peace*,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe, 
that  people  who  raife  reports  to  the  contrary,  can  only  do  it  to  create 

R  ‘  '  jealoufies. 
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1757*  jealoufies,  which  they  hope  will  break  the  friendfliip  they  are  Ibrry  to-. fee 
between  us.” 

Notwithftanding  the  perfidious  Nahoh  had  by  this  time  fent  a  body  of 
'  forces  to  afllfl;  the  French^  he  had  yet  the  addrefs  to  fend  the  following 
letter  to  the  Admiral. 

\ 

“  THE  letter  you  wrote  me  about  the  French  affair,  I  have  received 
and  perufed.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I  neither  have  nor -will  affift 
the  French.  If  they  begin  any  troubles  or  commit  any  hoftilities  in  my  ter-^ 
ritories,  I  will  oppofe  them  with  my  whole  force,  and  punifli  them  very 
feverely.  I  was  informed  you  defigned  to  attack  Chandernagore,  which 
made  me  write  you  what  I  thought  was  reafonable  and  juft  upon  that  head; 
The  forces  I  fent  down  were  to  guard  and  protedl  the  King’s  fubjecfts, 
and  not  to  aftift  the  French.  If  the  purport  of  ray  letter  has  been  the 
occafion  of  your  defifting  from  the  attack  of  Chandernagore.,  it  gives-  me 
great  fatisfaftion.  I  have  written  the  French  likewife,  what  I  thought  was 
proper,  in  order  to  make  them  apply  for  a  neutrality ;  I  fuppofe  they  will 
a<ft  conformably.  I  will  fend  a  perfon  of  confideration  to  bring  me  the 
treaty  you  may  conclude  with  them,  and  will  order  it  to  be  regiftered  in-  my 
books.  Affure  yourfelf  that  I  have  no  other  defign  or  indination  than* 
to  live  upon  terms  of  good  underftanding  and  friendftiip  with  the  Englijht 
By  the  grace  of  God,  I  never  intend  to  do  any  thing  that  your  will  not 
elteem  juft ;  this  rely  upon,  and  do  not  expedt  a  failure.  Do  you  Hke- 
wife  remain  fixed  to  your  treaty  and  word,  and  give  no  credit  to  the 
reports  of  people  of  no  confideration  or  figure.  If  you  have  any  thing 
to  write  about,  pleafe  to  addrefs  me,  and  np  body  elfe ;  I  will  always  fend 
a  fair  and  unrefer ved  anfwer. 

THE  VAN  OF  THE  KiNG  OP  DEHEFs  ARMY  IS  ADVANCING  TOWARDS 
THESE  PROVINCES*,  UPON  THIS  INTELLIGENCE  I  DESIGN  MARCHING  TO¬ 
WARDS  PATNA  TO  MEET  THEM.  If-  AT  THIS  CRITICAL  JUNCTURE. 
YOU  WILL  EE  my  friend,  AND  SEND  ME.  ASSIST  ANCE,  I  WILL  PAY  YOUR 

FORCES  A  LACK  OF  RUPEES  monthly,  while  they,  remain  W1T«2 
ME.  Send  ME  an  i-mmediate,  answer.” 

? 

This  laft  requeft  was  inftantly  complied  with.  • 

The  Adtniral  to ,  the  Nahoh, 

“  I  this  moment  received  your  letter,  which  gives  me  the  grcateft  fatis— 
faction.  I  own  I  had.  a  fufpicion,  from  your  fo  eafy  crediting  French 
reports,  that  you  entertained  a,  partiality  for  that  nation  to  the  pre- 
jUdice  of  mine  :  your  letter  has  removed  all  my  doubts,,  fo  that  hencefor¬ 
ward. 


[  J23  ] 

Ward  I  fliall  rely  with  confidence  on  your  friendfiiip,  and  every  day  ftudy  *757* 
to  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  mine.  u— y— 

The  ready  obedience  I  paid  to  your  defire  in  not  attacking  the  French^ 
will,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  convince  you  that  nothing  but  the  ftrongeft  necef-  ■ 
fity,  could  make  me  again  apply  to  you  on  that  fubjedl.  I  beg  you  will 
give  your  moft  ferious  attention  to  what  I  am  going  to  fay:  Immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  one  of  your  paft  letters,  I  not  only  gave  over  all  thoughts 
of  attacking  the  French^  but  invited  them  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  neutra¬ 
lity,  and  to  fend  people  here  to  fettle  the  terms ;  but  judge  what  mud 
have  been  my  furprize,  when,  after  they  were  in  fome  manner  fettled,  the 
French  deputies  owned  that  they  had  no  power  to  fecure  to  us  the  obfer- 
vance  of  the  treaty,  in  cafe  any  commander  of  theirs  ftiould  come  with  a  great 
power  after  my  departure !  You  are  too  reafonable  not  to  fee,  that  it  is  im- 
poflible  for  me  to  conclude  a  treaty  witli  people  who  have  no  power  to  do 
it ;  and  which  befides,  while  it  ties  my  hands,  leaves  thofe  of  my  enemies 
at  liberty  to  do  me  what  mifchief  they  can.  They  have  alfo  for  a  long  time 
reported,  that  Monfieur  Bujfy  is  coming  here  with  a  great  army.  Is  it  to 
attack  you  ?  Is  it  to  attack  us  ?  You  are  going  to  Patna — You  arfk  our  aflif- 
tance. — Can  we  with  the  lead  degree  of  prudence  march  with  you,  and 
leave  our  enemies  behind  us  ?  You  will  be  then  too  far  off  to  fupport  us, 
and  w’e  ftiall  be  unable  to  defend  ourfelves.  Think  what  can  be  done  in 
this  fituation.  I  fee  but  one  way.  Let  us  take  Chandernagore^  and  fecure 
ourfelves  againft  any  apprehenfions  from  that  quarter,  and  then  we  will 
affift  you  with  every  man  in  our  power,*  and  go  with  you  even  to  Debits  if 
you  will.  Have  we  fworn  reciprocally,  that  the  friends  and  the  enemies 
of  the  one  fliould  be  regarded  as  fuch  by  the  other  ^  And  will  not  God  the 
avenger  of  perjury  punifh  us,  if  we  do  not  fulfill  our  oaths  ?  What  can  I 
fay  more  ?  Let  me  requeft  the  favour  of  your  fpeedy  anfwer. 

You  TELL  ME  THE  VAN  OF  THE  KiNG  OF  DEHLI’s  ARMY  IS  AD¬ 
VANCING  TOWARDS  THESE  PROVINCES,  AND  THAT  YOU  ARE  GOING  TO¬ 
WARDS  PATNA  TO  MEET  THEM  IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  WHICH  YOU  ASK 
ME  TO  BE  YOUR  FRIEND,  AND  GIVE  YOU  ASSISTANCE.  HaVE  WE  NOT 
already  SWORN  A  FRIENDSHIP?  PuT  IT  BUT  IN  MY  POWER  TO  ASSIST 
■^OU,  BY  YIELDING  TO  MY  REQUEST,  AND  YOU  SHALL  FIND  I  WILL  SUP- 
pbRT  YOU  TO  THE  UTMOST  OF  MY  ABILITY.  BeLIEVE  ME,  ^jfVND  MOST 
AS^SUREDLY  YOU  vAlL  NOT  BE  DECEIVED.  If  YOU  DOUBT  ME,  LOOK  BACK 
INTO  ALL  MY  DEALINGS  TOWARDS  YOU,  AND  JUDGE  FROM  THEM. 

1  ESTEEM  YOU  NOW  TO  BE  SUCH  A  FRIEND  TO  MY  NATION,  THAT  1 
THINK  IT  WOULD  BE  DOING  INJUSTICE  TO  YOUR  GOOD  INCLINATION 
towards  me  to  KEEP  ANY  OCCURRENCE  FROM  YOUR  KNOWLEDGE  J 
THEREFORE  I  TAKE  THIS  EARLIEST  OPPORTUNITY  TO  TELL  YOU,  THE 
TROOPS  WHICH  SHOULD  HAVE  COME  HERE  WITH  MJE,  ARE  NOW  ARRIVED 
IN  THE  RIVER,  A  CIRCUMSTANCE  THAT  WILL  BE  BENEFICIAL  TO 
YOUR,  INTEREST,  IF  YOU  WILL  BUT  GIVE  MB  THE  MEANS  OF  MAKING  I^T 
BO* 

R  2  A  feiy 
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A  fev^  days  after  this,  the  admiral’s  favourable  fentiments  of  the  Nahoh 
were  entirely  changed  ;  he  v/as  convinced  that  he  had  entered  into  a  private 
negotiation  with  French^  and  was  determined  to  fupport  them  even  with 
his  whole  force,  while  every  article  of  his  treaty  with  us  remained  unfulfilled ; 
he  therefore  on  March  the  4th  fent  the  following  letter. 


The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 


“  I  anfwered  your  letter  of  the  20th  of  lad  month  Ibme  days  paft;  I 
fiippofe  you  have  ere  now  received  it,  and  are  thereby  fully  convinced  of 
the  falfhood  of  the  French  VacheeW  informations  of  my  intention  to  break 
the  peace.  If  you  ftill  want  farther  proofs  of  the  fincerity  with  which  I 
made  it,  and  the  defire  I  havd  to  preferve  it,  you  will  find  them  in  my 
fatience ;  which  has  not  only  fuffered  your  part  of  the  treaty  to  be  thus  long 
unexecuted,  but  has  even  borne  with  your  affifting  my  enemies  the  French 
with  men  and  money,  contrary  to- your  faith  pledged  to  me  in  the  mofi: 
folemn  manner,  that  my  enemies  fiiould  be  yours.” 

“  Is  it  thus  that  fcldiers  and  men  of  honour  never  violate  their  words 
But  it  is  time  now  to  fpeak  plain :  if  you  are  really  defirous  of  preferving 
your  country  in  peace,  and  your  fubje(5ls  from  mifery  and  ruin  *,  in  ten  days 
from  the  date  of  this,  fulfill  your  part  of  the  treaty  in  every  article^  that  I 
may  not  have  the  lead  caufe  of  complaint :  otherwife,  remember,  you  muft 
anfwer  for  the  confequences  and  as  I  have  always  a£ted  the  open,  unre- 
ferved  part  in  all  my  dealings  witli  you;  I  now  acquaint  you,  that  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  troops,  which  firould  have  been  here  long  fince  (and  which 
I  hear'the  colonef  told  you  he  expeded)  will  be  at  Calcutta  in  a  few  days  ; 
that  in  a  few  days  more  I  fliall  difpatch  a  vefiel  for  more  fhips  and  more 
troops ;  and,  that  I  will  kindle  fuch  a  flame  in  your  country,  as  all 
the  water  in  the  Ganges  Iball  not  be  able  to  extinguifli.  Farewei  :  remember 
that  he  promifes  you  this,  who  never  yet  broke  his  word  with  you,  or  with 
any  man  whatfoever.” 

I 

The  admiral  on  the  9th  of  March  received  from  the  Nabob  the  following 
anfwer. 

“  I  have  already  anfwered  the  letter  you  wrote  me  fome  days  ago.  Be  fo 
good  as  to  confider  the  purport  of  what  I  wrote  and  fend  me  a  fpeedy 
jreply.  I  am  fixed  and  determined  to  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  we 
have  concluded,  but  have  been  obliged  to  defer  the  execution  of  the  articles 
bn  account  ol  the  Hooly,  during  which  holidays  my  Banians  and  minifters  do 
not  attend  the  As  fooh  as  that  is  over,  I  will  llriblly  comply  with 

every  thing  I 'have  figned.  '  You  are  fenfible  that  there  is  no  avoiding  this 
delay,  and  I  flatter  myfelf  it'  will  not  be  thought  much  of.  It  is  not  my 


■3 
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ciiftom  to  break 'any  treaty  I  make,  therefore  be  fatlsfied  that  I  will  hot  1757. 

endeavour  to  evade  that  which  I  have  made  with  the  Englijh.  I  rely  on  - - - ' 

your  friendfltip  and  bravery  in  giving  me  the  affiftance  I  aflced  againft  the 
van  of  the  Pytan  army  who  are  advancing  this  way,  and  that  you  will 
oblige  me  with  a  compliance  to  the  requeft  I  made  in  my  laft  letter.  What 
fliall  r  fay  more?  ' 

« 

I  BEG  YOU  WILL  BE  SENSIBLE  OF  MY  SINCERITY.  I  PROMISE  YOU  IN  THE 
MOST  FAITHFUL  MANNER,  THAT  I  WILL  NEVER  BREAK  OR  INFRINGE  MY 
PART  OF  THE  TREATY  I  HAVE  MADE 'WITH  YOUR  NATION.” 

1  •• 

Inclofed  in  this  letter  camo  a  fmall  paper  with  thefe  lines : 

“  This  you  may  be  fure  of,  that  if  any  perfon  or  perfons  attempt  to 
“  quarrel  with  you,  or  become  your  enemies,  I  have  fworn  before  God 
“  that  I  will  affift  you.  I  have  never  given  the  French  a  fingle  Cowry^  and 
“  what  forces  of  mine  are  at  Houghley^  were  fent  to  Ntindcomar  the  Fougedar  ^ 

“  of  that  place  :  the  French  will  never  dare  to  quarrel  with  you  ;  and  I  per- 
“  fuade  myfelf  that  you  will  not,  contrary  to  ancient  cuftom,  commit  any 
“  hoftilities  within  the  Ganges^  or  in  the  provinces  of  which  I  am  Sou- 
“  bahdarP  . 

-  .  .  :  ■  ''Mil  .  1  -  .  '  '  -1 

^  i  • 

The  admiral  received  alfo  from  the  Nabob  another  letter,  dated  the  loth 
of  March  17.57.  '  .  >  .  ,  , 

.  y 

“  YOUR  obliging  anfwer  to  my  letter  I  have  received,  wherein  you 
write,  that  your  fufpicions  are  at  an  end,  and  tha^t  on  the  receipt  of  my 
letter  you  forbore  attacking  Chandernagore^  and  fent  for  their  people  to 
makepeace,  and  wrote  put.  the  iter-m.s  of  agreement;  but  when  they  were 
about  figning  them,  they  declared  that  if  they  figned  the  articles,  and  any 
other  commander  fliould  arrive,  they  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  his  adher¬ 
ing  to  them;  and  that  -on  this  account  there  was  no  peace.  Y^ou  alfo  write 
many  other  particulars,  of  which  J  am  well  acquainted.  It  is  true,  if  it 
is  the  cuftom  of  the  French^  '  \ki2X  if  one  man  makes  an  agreement,  another 
will  not  comply  with  it,  what  fecurity  >ds  there  ?  My  forbidding  war  on  my 
borders,  was,  becaufe  the  French  were  my  tenants,  and  upon  this  affair 
defired  my  protedion :  on  this  I  wrote  you  to  make  peace,  and  no  inten¬ 
tions  had  I  of  affifting  or  favouring  them.  E'en  have  underjlanding,  and 
gencrofity ;  if  your  enemy  vAth  an  upright  heart  claims  your  proteblion,  you 
will  give  him  his  life^  -but  then  yotf  mttji  be  well  fatisfied  of  the  innocence  of  his 
intentions  ',  if  ^notf  whatever  you  think  right,  that  do-^. 

*  ■  ' .  • 

■*  Fougedar,  ox  governor  dnd  chief  magiflrate  of  ijic  diftridl. 

.•  t  It  was  this  paragraph  that  encouraged  the  admiral  and  colonel  to  proceed  in  their  attack 
of  Chandernagore, 


I  am 
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1757-  I  agreement,  and  look  upon  your  enemies  as  my  own, 

’ - which  I  fhall  never  fwerve  from. 

Daily  our  friendfliip  will  increafe 

Colonel  Clive^  the  latter  end  of  February^  left  his  camp  near  Calcutta,  and 
crol^ed  the  Ganges,  which  was  equally  convenient  either  to  commence  hofti- 
Mties  againft  the  French,  or  to  join  the  Nabob  againft  the  Pytan  forces  ; 
-  but  the  intentions  both  of  the  Nabob  and  of  the  French  being  very  manifeft, 
on  the  8th  of  March  he  turned  his  face  towards  Chandernagore,  and  on  the 
13th  he  invefted  it.  On  the  14th  the  enemy  fallied  out,  in  which  affair 
Captain  Coote  greatly  fignalized  himfelf,  and  foon  made  them  retreat ;  on 
this  they  quitted  their  outer  works,  and  we  became  mafters  of  the  town,  and 
.the  batteries  in  and  about  it,  with  very  little  lofs ;  and  the  enemy  by  this 
means  were  Ihut  up  within  their  fort. 

As  foon  as  every  thing  was  in  readinefs  on  board  the  fleet,  and  the  fhips 
■cleared  of  their  fuperfluous  (lores,  they  alfo  moved  up  the  river  with  the 
flood  tides -f.  To  the  great  mortification  as  well  as  aftonifliment  of  the 
French,  (who  had  flattered  themfelves  that  it  would  be  impradicable  for  us 
to  bring  up  our  largefl  fhips)  on  the  1 8th  the  Kent,  Tyger,  and  Salijbmy 
appeared  in  fight  of  the  fort,  and  then  turning  the  point  of  Chandernagore 
reach,  anchored  the  ipth  off  the  Prujfian  Oblagon-,  from  whence  we  had  a 
full  view  of  the  town  and  fortifications.  As  foon  as  we  came  to  an  anchor, 
the  French  threw  a  fhell,  and  fired  a  fhot  or  two,  to  try  if  they  could  reach 
our  fhips  j  but  they  fell  fhort. 

t 

*  From  Mr.  IVatts's  tranflation. 

f  Mr.  James  fent  the  admiral  the  following  letter  on  the  occafion. 

“SIR, 

I  have,  in  obedience  to  your  direflions,  fent  all  my  fick  people  to  the  hofpital,  and  now 
inclofe  to  you  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Ihip.— Though  it  will  appear  that  a  great  number  of  the 
crew  are  ill,  yet  as  their  complaints  are  chiefly  fcorbutical,  occafioned  by  the  late  tedious 
paflage,  I  hope  a  very  few  days  will  perfeft  their  recovery ;  and  as  I  (hall  ever  efteem  it  an 
honour  to  ferve  under  you,  and  ftudy  to  merit  the  continuance  of  your  approbation  of  my 
conduft,  I  hope.  Sir,  nothing  will  prevent  your  taking  me  with  you  on  the  intended  expedition 
againft  Chandernagore.  I  flatter  myfelf,  you  will  find  the  Revenge  of  fome  good  ufe,  from  her 
drawing  but  little  water ;  at  the  fame  time  Ihe  can  fight  moft  commodioufly  24  twelve  pounders 
upon  one  deck.  I  lhall  remain  on  board  to-day  to  get  every  thing  as  forward  as  poflible,  and 
fliall  do  myfelf  the  favour  of  waiting  on  you  in  the  morning  to  receive  what  farther  commands 
you  may  have  to  honour  me  with ;  being,  Sir,  with  true  refpeft. 

Your  moft  obliged. 

Revenge,  at  Calcutta,  and  obedient  humble  fervant, 

lotb  of  March,  WILLIAM  JAMES.” 

With  this  requeft,  the  admiral  could  not  comply,  as  the  public  fervice  obliged  him  to  dif- 
patch  the  Revenge  to  Tort  St.  George  on  bufinefs  of  great  importance. 

Our 
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Our  preparations  for  the  attack  of  this  place  had  unavoidably  been  1757. 
carried  on  fo  openly,  that  it  was  impolTible  they  fnould  be  a  fecret  to  the  — y~— 

French.,  who  had  therefore  made  ufe  of  every  poffible  method  to  fruftrate 
QLir  defign,  Jud  below  the  fort  of  Chandernagore.,  there  was  a  large  bank  of 
fand,  which  made  the  palTiige  very  narrow  •,  to  block  up  this  channel,  tl^ey 
had  funk  three  Ihips  loaded  with  ballad  •,  the  mads  of  which  however  ap¬ 
peared  above  water.  Three  other  large  diips  lay  at  anchor  above  the  fort : 

Thefe,  it  was  faid,  were  prepared  as  fire-fhips,  to  be  fent  down  with  the 
tide  to.  burn  our  fquadron  in  the  middle  of  the  night.  The  admiral  there¬ 
fore  refolved  to  be  beforehand  with  them,,  and  gave  orders  that  all  the  boats 
of  the  fhips  fhould  go  up  as  foon  as  the  night  came  on,,  and  endeavour 
to  cut  their  cables.  This  was  accordingly  done,  and  they  all  drove  upon 
the  fands.  It  afterwards  appeared,  that  the.  crews  belonging  to  thofe  fhips 
had  been  taken  out  to  reinforce  the  garrifon.,, 

The  attack  of  the  foil;  v/ould  probably  have  taken  place  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  had  the  tides  in  the  river  been  at  all  favourable  for  that  purpofe ;  but 
unfortunately  for  us,  they  ferved  either  too  early  in  the  morning,  or  too 
late  in  the  afternoon.  This  circumdance  obliged  the  admiral  to  podpone 
the  attack  for  two  or  three  days.  In  the  mean  time  he  fent  Lieutenant 
lley  with  a.  flag  of  truce  to  the  governor,  demanding  a  furrender  of  the 
place,  which  1^  politely,  but  refolutely  refufed  to  give  up.  Mr.  Hey^ 
having  obferved,  as  he  paflfed  between  the  velTels  mads,  which  were  funk 
in  the  channel  of  the  river,  that  their  hulls  were  not  deep  under  water;. 

Mr.  John  Delamotte^  a  brave  and  active  ofEcer,  and  who  was  mader  on 
board  the  admiral’s  Ihip,  was  the  next  day  fent  to  found  around  them  •,  and 
notwithdanding  all  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  to  interrupt  him  by  an  incelfant 
bring  of  their  cannon,  he  brought  back  the  agreeable  news,  that  there  was 
room  for  our  fhips  to  pafs  with  fafety  between  them.  But  befldes  the  ob- 
druflion  which  we  expedted  to  meet  with  from  thefe  funken  veffels ;  the 
French  had  taken  care  to  erefl  two  batteries  of  heavy  cannon  to  render  this 
narrow  pafs  dill  more  difficult  and.  dangerous.  One  of  thefe  was  condru6ted 
in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  and  lay  on  the  very  brink  of  the  river,  within 
mufket  fhot  of  the  funken  veffels ;  the  other  was  a  fafeine-battery  on  the 
glacis  of  the  fort,  and  was  intended  to  rake  our  fhips  fore  and  aft. — The 
cannon  on  their  fouth  badion  could  alfo  be  brought  to  fire  down  the 
river. 

The  difpofftion  made  for  attacking  the  fort  was  as  follows.  Th^Tyger 
was  to  be  placed  againd  the  N.  E.  badion ;  the  Kent  againd  the  curtain 
between  the  badions  opposite  the  gate;  and  the  Salijhury  againd  the  S.  E. 
badion.  Before  we  began  the  attack,  it  was  judged  abfolutely  neceffary 
that  Colonel  Clive  Ihould  ered  a  battery  on  the  fide  of  the  river,  to  fire  on 
the  fouth  face  of  the  enemy’s  S.  E.  badion,  and  in  cafe  of  an  obdinate 
refidance,  that  we  might  breach  that  badion  by  a  crofs  fire  from  the  fhips. 
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1757*  and  from  this  intended  battery.  Preparations  were  accordingly  made  for 
-nr—-'  this  purpofe ;  but  before  they  could  be  carried  into  execution,  the  army 
were  obliged  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  half-moon  battery,  which 
they  did  with  great  gallantry,  driving  the  enemy’s  troops  before  them  into 
the  fort. 

All  things  being  ready  ;  on  the  2 2d  the  admiral  appeared  extremely 
anxious  to  begin  the  attack ;  but  the  flood-tide  in  the  afternoon  was  fo  very 
late,  the  fhips  could  not  polTibly  be  placed  in  their  proper  ftations  while 
there  was  fuflicient  day-light  to  diredt  our  fire  ;  the  enemy  therefore  would 
have  had  a  great  advantage  over  us  •,  for  though  the  nights  were  too  dark' 
for  us  to  diflinguifli  the  embrafures  of  their  fortifications,  yet  they  could 
plainly  fee  the  hulls  of  our  fhips,  which  would  have  lain  fo  near  the  fort, 
that  a  fhocking  carnage  mufl:  have  been  made  amongfl  their  crews.  That 
another  day  however  might  not  be  loft,  the  admiral  the  fame  evening  ordered 
lights  to  be  placed  on  the  mafts  of  the  veffels  that  had  been  funk,  with 
blinds  towards  the  fort,  that  we  might  fee  how  to  pafs  between  them 
a  little  before  day-light,  and  without  being  difcovered  by  the  enemy. 

At  length,  tht  glorious  morning  of  the  23d  of  March  arrived,  and  upon 
the  fhips  getting  under  fail,  the  Colonel’s  battery,  which  had  been  finiflied 
,  behind  a  dead  wall,  began  firing  away  on  the  S.  E.  baftion.  The  Tygery 
with  Admiral  PococFs  flag  flying  *,  took  the  lead,  and  about  fix  o’clock  in 
the  morning  got  very  well  into  her  ftation  againft  the  N.  E.  baftion.  The 
Kent^  with  Admiral  IVatfon^s  flag,  quickly  followed  her ;  but  before  Ihe 
could  reach  her  proper  ftation,  the  tide  of  ebb  unfortunately  made  down 
the  river,  which  occafioned  her  anchor  to  drag  *,  fo  that  before  fhe  brought 
up,  fhe  had  fallen  abreaft  of  the  S.  E.  baftion,  the  place  where  the  Salif-' 
bury  fliould  have  been,  and  from  her  mainmaft  aft,  fhe  was  expofed  to  the 
flank  guns  of  the  S.  W.  baftion  alfo.  This  accident  of  the  Kenfs  anchor 
not  holding  faft,  and  her  driving  down  into  the  Salijhury's,  ftation,  threw 
this  laft  fhip  out  of  adion,  to  the  great  mortification  of  her  captain, 
officers,  and  crew,  for  flie  never  had  it  in  her  power  to  fire  a  gun,  un- 
lefs  it  was  now  and  then,  when  fhe  could  fheer  On  the  tide.  The  French^ 
during  the  whole  time  of  the  Kent  and  TygePs  approach  towards  the  fort, 
kept  up  a  terrible  cannonade  upon  them,  without  any  refiftance  on  ‘their 
parts  •,  but  as  foon  as  the  fhips  came  properly  to  an  anchor,  they  returned 
it  with  fuch  a  fury  as  aftonifhed  their  adverfaries.  Colonel  Clive's,  troops  at 

<  ' 

*  Mr.  Pocock  a  f^vv  days  before  this,  had  arrived  at  Ballaforem  the  Cumlerland,  and  though 
he  could  not  get  his  own  flrip  up  the  river,  yet  he  would  by  no  means  be  inaftive,  and  there¬ 
fore  in  his  barge  joined  the  fquadron  the  21ft,  and  the  next  evening,  {which  preceded  this 
attack)  he  hoilled  his  flag  on  board  ihe  Fyger  ;  his  arrival  was  very  mortifying  to  the  gallant 
Captain  Latham,  who  was  obliged  to  yield  to  his  fuperior  officer  a  great  part  ofthofe  honours 
which  otherwife  would  have'been  folely  due  to  hitn  Ss  commander  of  the  Tyger, 


the 


[  129  ] 

the  fame  time  got  into  thofe  houfes  which  were  neareft  the  fort,  and  from  1757. 
thence  greatly  annoyod  the  enemy  with  their  muflcetry  *. 

The  fire  now  became  general  on  both  Tides,  and  was  kept  up  with  extra¬ 
ordinary  fpirit.  The  flank  guns  of  the  S.  W.  baftion  galled  the  Kent  very 
much,  and  the  admiral’s  aid-de-camps  being  all  wounded,  Mr.  IVatfon 
went  down  himlelf  to  Lieutenant  William  Brereton,  who  commanded  the 
lower  deck  battery,  and  ordered  him  particularly  to  direct  his  fire  againfl: 
thofe  guns,  and  they  were  accordingly  Toon  afterwards  filenced.  At 
eight  in  the  morning,  feveral  of  the  enemy’s  fhot  ftruck  the  Kent  at  the 
fame  time  ;  one  entered  near  the  foremaft,  and  fet  fire  to  two  or  three  32 
pound  cartridges  of  gunpowder,  as  the  boys  held  them  in  their  hands  ready 
to  charge  the  guns.  By  the  explofion,  the  wad-nets,  and  other  loofe  things, 
took  fire  between  decks,  and  the  whole  fliip  was  fo  filled  with  fmoke,  that 
the  men  in  their  confufion  cried,  out,  flie  was  on  fire  in  the  gunner’s  ftofe- 
room  ;  imagining  from  the  fliock  they  had  felt  from  the  balls,  that  a  fliell 
had  aftually  fallen  into  her.  This  notion  ftruck  a  panic  into  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  crew,  and  70  or  80  jumped  out  of  the  port-holes  into  the  boats 
that  were  a  long  fide  the  fhip.  The  French  prefently  faw  this  confufion  on 
board  the  Kent,  and  refolving  to  take  the  advantage,  kept  up  as  hot  a  fire 
as  poffible  upon  her  during  the  whole  time.  Lieutenant  Brereton  however, 
with  the  afliftancc  of  fome  other  brave  men,  Toon  extinguifhed  the  fire, 
and  then  running  to  the  ports,  he  begged  the*  Teamen  to  come  in  again, 
upbraiding  them  for  deferring  their  quarters:  but  finding  this  had  no 
effefl  upon  them,  he  thought  the  more  certain  method  of  fucceeding 
would  be  to  flrike  them  with  a  fenfe  of  fbame,  and  therefore  loudly  ex¬ 
claimed,  Are  you  Britons  ?  Tou  Engli(hmen,  and  jiy  from  danger  ?  For  jhame, 
for  fhameV*  This  reproach  had  the  defired  effect;  to  a  man  they  imme¬ 
diately  returned  into  the  fhip,  repaired  to  their  quarters,  and  renewed  a  ’ 
fpirited  fire  on  the  enemy. 

In  about  three  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  the  parapets 
of  the  north  and  fouth  baftions  were  almoft  beaten  down ;  the  guns  were 
moftly  difmoLinted;  and  we  could  plainly  fee  from  the  main  top  of  the 
Kent,  that  the  ruins  from  the  parapet  and  merlons  had  entirely  blocked  up 
thofe  few  guns  which  otherwife  might  have  been  fit  for  fervice.  We  could 
cafily  difcern  too  that  there  had  been  a  great  flaughter  among  the  enemy; 
who  'finding  that  our  fire  againfl  them  rather  increafed,  hung  out  the 
white  flag :  Whereupon  a  ceflation  of  hoflilities  took  place,  and  the  ad¬ 
miral  fent  Lieutenant  Brereton  (the  only  commilTion  officer  on  board  the 
Kent  that  was  not  killed  or  wounded)  and  Captain  Coote  of  the  King’s 

*  Our  flfips  lay  fo  near  to  the  fort,  that  the  mufket-balls  fired  from  their  tops,  by  ftriking 
againft  the  Chunam  walls  of  .the  Governor’s  palace,  which  was  in  the  very  center  of  the  fort, 
were  beaten  as  flat  as  a  half-crown, 
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regiment,  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  fort,  who  foon  returned ;  accompanied 
by  the  French  Governor’s  fon,  with  articles  of  capitulation,  which  being 
fettled  by  the  admirals  and  colonel,,  we  foon  afterwards  took  poflTeflion  of  the 
place. 


Articles  of  Capitulation  propofed'  hy  the  DireAor  and  Council  for  the  French* 

Eaft  India  Company's  Affairs  at  Chandernagore,  to  Vice-admiral  Watfon  5,, 

with  his  anfwers^  March  23d,  1757.. 

Art.  I.  The  lives  of  the  deferters  Ihall  be  faved. 

Ans.  Fhe  deferters  Jhall  he  ahfolutely  given  up. 

II.  All  the  officers  of  this  garrifon  fliall  be  prifoners  on  their  parole  of' 
honor  •,  and  fhall  have  liberty  to  carry  with  them  all  their  effedls,  and  go 
where  they  pleafe,  on  promifmg  they  will  not  ferve  againft  his  Britannic 
Majefty  during  the  prefent  war. 

.f; 

A.  ^he  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

III.  The  foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  fliall  be  prifoners  of  war,  fo  long  as 
the  prefent  war  continues :  and  when  peace  is  made  between  the  King  of 
France,  and  the  King  of  England,  they  fliall  be  fent  to  Pondicherry,  and  till- 
then  be  entertained  at  the  expence  of  the  Englijb  company. 

A.  Fhe  admiral  likemife  agrees,  with  this  difference  only,  that  injiead  of 
fending  the  foldiers  to  Pondicherry,  they  fhall  be  fent  to  Madrafs,  or  to  Eng¬ 
land,  as  the  admiral  Jhall  hereafter  think  proper  ♦,  and  that  fuch  foreigners,  who 
are  not  of  the  French  nation,  and  chufe  voluntarily  to  enter  into  the  Englilhi 
fervice,  Jhall  have  liberty. 

IV.  The  Sepoys  of  the  garrifon  fliall  not  be  prifoners  of  war;  they 
Ihall  have  leave,  on  the  contrary,  to  return  to  their  own  country  on  the. 
coaft. 

A.  Fhe  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

V.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  company’s  European  fliip  St.  ConteJFy. 
fliall  be  fent  to  Pondicherry  in  the  firft  Englijh  fliip,  which  goes  to  the 
coalV. 

A.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  European  JJoip  fhall  bs  upon  the  fame  footing 
as  the  foldiers,  and  be  fent  to  Madrafs  or.  to  England  asffioon  as  pojfible. 

VI.  The  French  Jefuit  fathers  fliall  have  liberty  to  exercife  the  funflions- 
of  their,  religion  in  the  houfe  which  has  been .  alTigned  them  fmee  the  de- 

molilhing 
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molifliing  of  their  church:  the  filver  ornaments  and  everything  that  be-  *757* 
longs  to  the  church,  fhall  be  given  them,  and  alfo  their  effedts.  “r  - 

A.  T'he  admiral  cannot  agree  to  any  Europeans  refiding  here ;  hut  the 
French  Jefuits  may  go  to  Pondicherry,  with  all  the  ornaments  of  their  churchy 
or  wherever  they  pie  of e, 

VII.  All  the  inhabitants,  of  what  nation  or  quality  foever,  as  Europeans^ 

Muftees^  Chrijiians^  Blacks^  Gentils,  Moors^  and  others,  fliall  be  put  in  pof- 
ieflion  of  their  houfes,  and  of  all  in  general  as  lhall  be  found  belonging  to 
them,  either  in  the  fort,  or  on  their  cftates. 

A.  ^his  article  to  he  left  to  the  admiral^  who  will  do  jujiice. 

\ 

VIII.  The  fadlories  of  Caffimhuxar^  Dacca^  Patna,  Jeuda,  and  of  Bal- 
lafore,  fhall  remain  at  the  command  of  the  chiefs  who  diredl  them. 

A.  STo  he  fettled  between  the  Nabob  and  the  admiral, 

IX.  The  diredlors,  counfellors,  and  thofe  employed  under  them,  fliali 
have  leave  to  go  where  they  pleafe,  with  their  deaths  and  linen. 

A.  admiral  agrees  to  this. 

*The  admiral  experts  an  anfwer  hy  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  that  the 
Britifh may  take  p  off effion  of  the  fort  hy  four. 

The  above-mentioned  propofitions  have  been  accepted  of  by  the  council; 
in  confequence  of  which,  we  have  delivered  up  the  fortrefs  of  Chander- 


nagore  to  Admiral  Watfon, 

C  hander  nagore,  the  23d 

oi  March,  1757. 

• 

P.  Renault, 

La-portiere, 

M.  Fournier, 

F.  Nicolas, 

A.  Caillott, 

SUGUES. 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  French  made  a  gallant  defence ;  for  they 
flood  to  their  guns  as  long  as  they  had  any  to  fire.  We  never  could  learn 
how  many  of  their  men  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  whole ;  tho’  they 
confefied  that  they  had  forty  carried  off  dead  from  the  S.  E.  baftion.  The 
north-eafl  baflion  was  alfo  cleared  of  its  defendants  twice,  and  among  many 
others  that  were  wounded  there,  was  one  Lee,  a  corporal  and  deferter  from 
the  Fyger,  who  pledged  himfelf  to  the  enemy  that  he  would  throw  two 
fhells  out  of  three  into  the  Fyger ;  but  while  he  was  bringing  the  mortars 
to  bear  for  that  purpofe,  he  was  difabled  by  a  mufket-bullet  from  the 
Kenf^  top, — He  was  afterwards  fent  home  a  prifoner  to  England, 
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On  our  fide,  three  of  the  Kent’s  lower  deck  guns  w'ere  difmounted,  and 
;  the  fame  number  on  the  upper  deck.  The  fhip  received  138  cannon  (hot 
through  her  fide  next  the  fort,  befides  being  greatly  damaged  in  her  marts 
and  rigo-ing.  Thirty-feven  men  were  killed  upon  the  fpot  in  her,  and  74 
■  wounded  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree.  Among  the  dead  was  Mr.  Perreau 
the  admiral’s  firrt  lieutenant,  who  fell  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  unfpeakably 
lamented  by  us  all.  Mr.  Ra'ivlins  Hey,  our  third  lieutenant,  and  much  of 
the  fame  age  as  Perreau,  lort  his  thigh,  and  died  on  the  3irt  of  March 
at  the  hofpital,  not  lefs  regretted  than  Perreau.  Captain  Speke  was  dan- 
geroufly  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  the  fame  rtiot  carried  off  the  thigh  of 
his  fon  Mr.  William  Speke,  who  afterwards  died  of  the  wound.  Mr.  Staur 
ton,  our  fecond  lieutenant,  received  many  contufions,  but  he  foon-  got 
the  better  of  them.  Mr.  Marriot,  a  midfhipman,  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh,  but  not  mortally.  Mr.  Wood,  another  midfhipman,  was  (lightly 
wounded.  Mr.  James  Lijler,  under- fee  ret  ary  to  the  admiral,  as  he  was 
rtanding  by  him  taking  minutes,  was  wounded  in  the  leg  *,,  and  Mr.  Bannes 
the  purfer,  received  a  violent  contufion  in  both  his  thighs  from  the  wind, 
of  a  ball,  which  paffed  very  near,  but  did  not  rtrike  him. 

The  number  of  the  flain  on  board  the  Tyger  almoft  equalled  thofe  of 
the  Kent.  Admiral  Pocock  himfelf  was  flightly  wounded,  but  Mr.  Phillips 
the  marter,  mortally,  and  his  mate  Mr.  lort  an  arm.  Mr.  Wilkinfon, 

Mr.  Phompfon,  and  Mr.  Gribhle,  midfhipmen,  were  alfo  wounded.  The 
whole  number  fent  to  the  hofpital  from  this  (hip  was  forty-one.  In 
which  were  included  a  few  volunteers  from  his  majerty’s  frigate  and  floop, 
who  had  been  permitted  to  adt  this  day  on  board  the  Tyger  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Bridgewater’s.  Lieutenant  Mr.  Charles  Saxton,  a  young  gentle¬ 
man  then  lately  promoted  to  the  rank  of  a  commiffion  officer  by  Admiral 
Watfon,  and  dirtinguilhed  for  his  alacrity  in  offering  himfelf  as  a  volunteer 
on  every  emergent  occafion. 

Every  humane  bofom  murt  needs  commiferate  the  death  of  fo  many  gal¬ 
lant  Britijh  youth,  as  fell  in  this  day’s  adlion.  The  killed  and  wounded 
indeed  on  rtiore  were  trifling  •,  the  enemy  were  fo  much  employed  againft  the 
jfhips,  that  the  army  had  but  one  killed,  and  10  wounded;  but  on  board  the 
two  fhips  they  were  fo  numerous,  that  I  would  willingly  forbear  any  farther 
mention  of  fuch  a  mournful  feene*,  but  the  behaviour  of  Captain  Speke.,ds\di 
his  fon,  a  youth  of  16  years  of  age,-  w^s  fo  truly  great  and  exemplary  on 
this  glorious  but  melancholy  occafion,  that  I  murt  beg  leave  to  deferibe 
it,  with  fome  of  it’s  moft  intererting  circumftances. 

When  Admiral  Watfon  had  the  unhappinefs  to  fee  both  the  father  and 
fon  fall  in  the  fame  inftant  *,  he  immediately  went  up  to  them,  and  by  the 
mroft  tender  and  pathetic  expreffions  tried  to  alleviate  their  dirtrefs.  The 
captain,  who  had  obferved  his  fon’s  leg  to  be  hanging  only  by  the  fkin, 
faid  to  the  admiral,  “  Indeed,  Sir,  this  was  a  cruel  ftiot,  to  knOck  down 
5)Oth  the  father  and  the  fon  1”  Mr.  Watjon’%  heart  was  too  full  to  make 
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tlie  I'caft  reply;  he  only  ordered  them  both  to  be  immediately  carried  ter  1-757,. 
the  fiirgeon.  The  captain  was  firft  brought  down  to  me  in  the  after-hold, 
where  a  platform  had  been  made,  and  then  told  me  how  dangeroufy  his  poor 
Billy  was  w'ounded..  Prefently  after,  the  brave  youth  himfelf  appeared,  but 
had  another  narrow  efcape,  the  quarter-mafter,  who  was  bringing  him 
down  in  his  arms  after  his  father,  being  killed  by  a  cannon  ball :  his  eyes 
o’erflowing  with  tears,  not  for  his  own,  but  for  his  father’s  fate,  I  laboured 
CO  affure  him,  that  his  father’s  wound  was  not  dangerous,  and  this  affertion 
was  confirmed  by  the  captain  himfelf.  lie  leemed  not  to  believe  either 
of  us,  until  he  afked  me  wpon  wy  honour^  and  1  had  repeated  to  him  my 
firft  afilirance  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner.  He  then  immediately  became 
calm  ;  but  on  my  attempting  to  enquire  into  the  condition  of  his  wound,, 
he  folicitoufly  allied  me,  if  I  had  drefied  his  father,  for  he  could  not  think 
of  my  touching  him,  before  his  father’s  wound  had  been  taken  care  of.  1 
alTured  him,  that  the  captain  had  been  already  properly  attended  to  ;  '•'•Then, 

(replied  the  generous  youth,  pointing  to  a  fellow  fufierer)  Pray^  Sir,  look 
“  /o  and  drefs  this  poor  man,  who  is  groaning  fo  fadly  lefide  me  /”  I  told 
him,  that  he  already  had  been  taken  care  of,  and  begged,  of  him  with 
fome  importunity  that  I  now  might  have  liberty  to  examine  his  wound  : 
he  fubmitted  to  it,  and  calmly  obferved,  “  Sir,  I  fear  you^  muji  amputate 
above  the  joint  r  I  replied,  my  dear,  I  muft  ! — Upon  which,  he  clafped 
both  his  hands  together,  and  lifting  his  eyes  in  the  mofi:  devout  and  fer¬ 
vent  manner  towards  heaven,  he  offered  up  the  following  fliort,  but  earneft 
petition  ;  “  Good  God,  do  thou  enable  me  to  behave  in  my  prefent  circmnjiances, 

wor:hy  my  Father's  fon  /” - When  he  had  ended  this  ejaculatory  prayer^ 

he  told  me  that  he  was  all  fubmiflion.  I  then  performed  the  operation 
above  the  joint  of  the  knee  ;  but  during  the  whole  time  the  intrepid  youtlv 
never  fpake  a  word,  or  uttered  a  groan  that  could  be  heard  at  a  yard 
diftanco. 

The  reader  may  eafily  imagine,  what,  in  this  dreadful  interval,  the 
brave,  but  unhappy  captaim  futfered,  who  lay  juft  by  his  unfortunate 
and  darling  fon.  But  whatever  were  his  feelings,  we  difeovered  no  other 
expreflions  of  them,  than  what  the  filent,  trickling  tears  declared  -,  though 
the  bare  recollefiion  of  the  feene,  even  at  this  diftant  time,  is  too  painfuf 
for  me. — Both  the  father  and  the  fon,  the  da.y  after  the  adtion,  were  fent 
with  the  reft  of  the  wounded  back  to  Calcutta,  The  father  was  lodged 
at  the  houfe  of  Wiliiam  Mackett,  Efq;  his  brother-in-law ;  and  the  fon  was 
with  me  at  the  hofpital.  For  the  firft  eight  or  nine  days,  I  gave  the  fitther 
great  comfort,  by  carrying  him  joyful  tidings  of  his  boy  ;  and  in  tlie  fame 
manner  I  gratified  the  fon  in  regard  to  the  father.  But  alas  !  from  that 
time,  all  the  good  fymptoms  which  had  hitherto  attended  this  unparalleled 
youth,  began  to  difappear!  The  captain  eafily  gueffed,  by  m'y  file  nee  and 
countenance,  the  true  ftate  his  boy  was  in  nor  did  he  ever  after  afk  me  more 
than  two  queftions  concerning  him  fo  tender  was  the  fubjedt  to  us  both,  and. 
fo  unwilling  was  his  generous  mind  to  add  to  my  diftrefs.  The  firft,  was 
on  the  tenth  day,  in.thefe  words,  “  Hozv  long,  my  friend,  do  you  think  my 
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1757*  “  ^  ®/  uncertainty  ?'*  I  replied,  that  ^  If  he  lived 

"v— to  the  1 5th  day  from  the  operation,  there  would  be  the  ftrongeft  hopes 
of  his  recovery.”  On  the  13th  however  he  died;  and  on  the  i6th  the 
brave  man  looking  me  ftedfaftly  in  the  face,  faid,  JVelly  Ives^  how  fares 

“  it  with  my  boy  f”  I  could  make  him  no  reply ; - and  he  immediately 

attributed  my  filence  to  the  real  caufe.  He  cried  bitterly,  fqueczed  me 
by  the  hand,  and  begged  me  to  leave  him  for  one  half  hour,  when  he 
wifhed  to  fee  me  again ;  and  affured  me,  that  1  Ihould  find  him  with  a 
different  countenance,  from  that  he  troubled  me  with  at  prefent. — Thefe 
were  his  obliging  expreffions. — I  punctually  complied  with  his  defire  ;  and 
when  I  returned  to  him,  he  appeared,  as  he  ever  after  did,  perfectly  calm 
and  ferene. 

The  dear  youth  had  been  delirious  the  evening  preceding  the  day  on 
which  he  died ;  and  at  two  o’clock  in  the  morning,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  of 
mind,  he  fent  me  an  incorredt  note,  written  by  himfelf  with  a  pencil,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy.  “  If  Mr.  Ives  will  conftder  the  diforder 
“  a  fon  muji  be  in^  when  he  is  told  he  is  dying.,  and  is  yet  in  doubt  whether  his 
“  father  is  not  in  as  good  a  fate  of  health.  If  Mr.  Ives  is  not  too  bufie  to  honour 
“  this  chitt  *,  which  nothing  but  the  greatefi  uneafinefs  could  draw  from  me, 
“  The  boy  waits  an  anfwerl*  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  note,  I 
vifited  him,  and  he  had  (till  fenfe  enough  left  to  know  who  I  was.  He  then 
began  with  me. — And  is  he  dead? — Who  my  dear?  My  father.  Sir?*  No, 
my  love ;  nor  is  he  in  any  danger,  I  affure  you  ;  he  is  almoff  well.  “  Thank 
“  God! — then  why  did  they  tell  me  fo?  1  am  now  fatisfied,  and  ready  to  die.** 
At  that  time  he  had  a  locked  jaw,  and  was  in  great  diftrefs,  but  I  under- 
ftood  every  word  he  fo  inarticulately  uttered :  he  begged  my  pardon,  for 
having  (as  he  obligingly  and  tenderly  expreffed  himfelt)  difturbed  me  at  fo 
early  an  hour,  and  before  tlie  day  was  ended,  furrendered  up  a  valuable 
life. 

The  following  exquilite  fimile  fo  finely  illuftrates  the  beauty  and  un¬ 
timely  death  of  this  incomparable  young  man,  that  I  am  perfuaded  every 
good-natured  reader  will  excufe  my  inferting  it. 

“  As  a  gay  flower,  with  blooming  beauties  crown’d, 

“  Cut  by  the  (hare,  lies  languid  on  the  ground : 

“  Or  fome  tall  poppy,  that  o’ercharg’d  with  rain 
“  Bends  the  faint  head,  and  finks  upon  the  plain ; 

“  So  fair,  fo  languifltingly  fweet  he-  lies, 

“  His  head  declin’d,  and  drooping  as  he  dies  f.” 


*  A  Note  in  India  is  called  a  Chiit. 

f  Purpureus  veluti  cum  flos  fuccifus  aratro 
Languefcit  inoriens ;  laffove  papavera  collo 
Demifere  caput,  pluvia  cum  forte  gravai;tur. 
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Captain  Speke  was  confined  to  his  bed  and  chamber,  for  fome  weeks 
after  the  adion,  nor  did  he  perfedlly  recover  from  his  wound;  at  times  he 
was  much  indilpofed,  and  in  a  great  deal  of  danger.  While  incapable  of 
duty,  the  admiral  ordered  his  firft  lieutenant  Mr.  John  Clerke  to  take  upon 
him  the  command.  At  length,  the  being  condemned  as  unferviceable, 
the  captain  took  his  palTage  to  England  in  one  of  our  Eafi  India  company’s 
fhips ;  leaving  behind  him  the  charader  of,  a  fenfible  and  complete  gentle¬ 
man,  as  well  as  the  gallant  and  flcilful  Tea  officer.  He  afterwards  com¬ 
manded  the  Refolution  of  70  guns  in  the  memorable  engagement  off  Belli/le, 
when  Sir  Edward  Hawke  defeated  the  French  fleet,  and  particularly  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf  by  obliging  the  Formidahle  to  ftrike  to  him,  though  a  fliip. 
fuperior  in  force  to  his  own.  The  Refolution  in  the  night  fucceeding 
the  adion,  was  wrecked  on  a  fhoal  called  Ee’Four^  but  the  captain  with  the 
crew  were  providentially  favcd.  Captain  Speke  afterwards  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land^  and  for  a  while  enjoyed  in  quiet  thofe  applaufes  which  the  public 
juftly  bellowed  on  his  fuperior  merit.  He  was  afterwards  appointed  ca{>- 
tain  of  the  Modefie,  and.  once  more  went  tofea*,  but  before  he  could  render 
any  farther  fervices  to  his  country,  he  died  at  Lijbon  in  the  43d  year  of  his 
age,  to  the  great  grief  of  all  his  acquaintance,  butefpecially  of  thofe  whom  he 
had  honoured  and  made  happy  with  a  more  intimate  lharc  of  his  friendfliip. 


I  have  already  cited  fome  lines  from  Mr.  P/V^’s  tranflation  of  Virgil^ 
becaufe  1.  thought  them  applicable  to  the  death  of  this  great  man’s 
fon :  the  reader  will  now  excufe  my  quoting  a  few  others  from  Mr. 
William  Whitehead^  and  placing  diem  here  to  the  memory  of  both  thefe 
heroes. 

“  O  happy  both !  if  ought  my  mufe  cou’d  flied- 
“  Of  tears  eternal  which  embalm  the  dead; 

“  While  round  Britannia^  coaft  old  ocean  raves, 

“  And  to  her  fl:andard  roll  th*  embattled  waves, 

“  Fair  emprefs  of  the  deep  :  fo  long  your,  names 
“  Should  live  lamented  !” - 


To  alleviate  our  concern,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  by  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  Chandernagore,  the  French  power  and  commerce  in  Bengal  were 
totally  ruined.  The  captors  alfo  met  with  no  inconfiderable  booty  in  the 
place;  the  guns,  ftores,  and  valuable  effects  found  there,  felling  fo’*  above 
1 30,000  /.  fterling.  It  happened  unfortunately  however,  that  Monf. 
Nicolas^  a  man  of  a  moft  amiable  charafler,  and  the  father  of  a  large  family. 


Fortunati  ambo !  fi  quid  mea  carmiha  poflunt;, 
Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  vos  eximet  aevo ; 
Dum  domus  ^neae  capitoli  immobile  faxum 
Accolet,  imped umque  patea- Roman  us  habebit. 


had. 
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1757..  had  not  been  fo  provident  as  the  reft  of  his  countrymcin,  in  fecuring  liis 

— » - '  effects  within  the  fort,  but  had  left  them  in  the  town  i  confequently  upon 

Colonel  Clive's  firft  taking  pofleftion  of  the  place,  they  had  all  been  plun¬ 
dered  by  our  common  foldiers ;  and  the  poor  gentleman  and  his  family 
hereby  were  to  all  appearance  ruined.  The  generous  and ’humane  Cap¬ 
tain  Speke  having  heard  of  the  hard  fate  of  Monf.  Nicolas^  took  care  to 
reprefent  it  to  the  two  admirals  in  all  its  affefling  circumftances  v/ho  im'- 
mediately  advanced  the  fum  of  1500  rupees  each.  Their  example  was 
followed  by  the  five  captains  of  the  fquadron,  who  fubferibed  5000  between 
them.  Mr.  Doidge  added  800  more;  and  the  fame  fum  was  thrown  in  by 
.  another  perfon,  who  was  a  fincere  well-wifher  to  this  unfortunate  gentle¬ 
man:  fo  that  a  prefent  of  9600  rupees-,  or  1200 1.  fterling,  was  in  a  few 

minutes  colleded  towards  the  rjelief  of  this  valuable  Frenchman  and  his 

diftrefled  family. 

One  of  the  company  was  prefently  'di'fpatched  with  this  /money,  who 
had  orders  to  acquaint  Monf.  Nicolas,  “  that  a  few  of  his  Englijh  friends 
defired  his  acceptance  of  it,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  the  very  high  efteem 
they  had  for  his  moral  charafter,  and  of  their  unfeigned  fympathy  with  him 
in  his  misfortunes.”  The  poor  gentleman,  quite  tranfported  at  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  generofity  in  an  enemy,  cried  out  in  a  fort  of  extacy,  Good 
God  I  they  are  friends  indeed !"  —  He  accepted  of  the  prefent  with  great 
thankfulnefs,  and  defired  that  “  his  moft  grateful  acknowledgments 
might  be  made  to  his  unknown  benefa6lors  ;  for  whofe  happinefs,  and 
the  happinefs  of  their  families,  not  only  his,  but  the  prayers  of  his  chil¬ 
drens  children,  he  hoped,  would  frequently  be  prefented  to  heaven.  — 
He  could  add  no  more :  —  The  tears  which  ran  plentifully  down  his 
cheeks,  befpoke  the  feelings  of  his  heart;  and  indeed  implied  much 
more,  than  even  Cicero  with  all  the  powers  of  oratory  could  poftibly  have 
expreffed. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  Chandernagore  the  admiral  fent  an  exprefs  with 
an  account  of  it  Xco  England^  by  Captain  Richard  Fohy  oi  his  majefty’s  (loop 
the  King's-fijher, 
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X^orrefpondence  het^joeen  the  Admiral  and  the  Nabob. — Admiral  Watfon  and  the 
Colonel  refolve  to  recommence  kojiilities  againfi  him. — T^he  grandees  of  his  court 
confederate  to  dethrone  him. — fhe  chiefs  of  the  council  at  Calcutta  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  them :  Articles  of  that  treaty. — Colonel  Clive  takes  the  field 
with  his  forces. — Account  of  the  battle  of  Plafley.  — Jaffier  Ali-Khan  is 
handed  to  the  Soubahdar’j  feat  by  Colonel  Clive. — Serajah  Dowlah,  the  late 
Nabob,  is  taken  pr  if  oner ^  and  put  to  death. 


Three  days  after  the  redudtion  of  the  important  fortrefs  of  Chanderna-  i757* 
gore.^  the  admiral  renewed  his  correfpondence  with  the  Nabob ;  willing, 
if  polTible,  to  cultivate  friendlhip  with  him,  and  defirous  alfo  to  put  an 
end  to  the  French  power  in  Bengal. 

The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob,  dated  the  iStb  of  March  1757. 

“  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  feveral  of  your  letters,  which  I  would  have  paid 
due  attention  to,  and  anfwered  immediately,  had  not  the  fervice  I  came 
here  upon  engaged  all  my  time  :  I  hope  you  will  accept  this  as  a  reafonabic 
excufc  for  my  long  filence.  I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  acquaint  you,  that 
on  the  23d  of  this  month,  after  two  hours  fighting,  we,  by  the  blefling  of 
God,  and  the  happy’ influence  of  your  fortune  and  friendlhip,  fubdued  and 
took  pofleflion  of  the  French  fort,  making  our  enemies  prifoners,  except  a 
fmall  number  who  fled  up  the  river  with  their  effedts.  I  have  fent  a  few 
armed  men  to  feize  them  ;  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  you  will  not  be  difpleafed 
at  this  ftep,  fince  I  have  given  the  ftridefl:  orders  not  to  molefl:  or  difturb 
any  of  your  fubjedls. 

I  have  often  declared  to  you  my  unalterable  refolution  of  fl:ri<5lly  adher¬ 
ing  to  the  treaty  made  between  us  i  and  as  we  have  fworn  reciprocally  that 
the  enemies  of  either  Ihould  be  efteemed  the  enemies  of  both,  I  hope,  by 
your  favour,  the  enemies  I  have  now  remaining  will  be  delivered  into  my 
hands,  together  with  their  effeds. 


T 
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The  moment  I  received-  your  letter  complaining  of  Mr.  Dmke*s  having 
addrelfed  himfelf  to  Monichchund  in  a  manner  difpleafing  to  you,  I  wrote  to 
yiv.Bxake^  and  defired  he  would  make  an  apology  to  you  fo,r  the  expreffions 
he  had  made  ufe  of  to  Monichchund \  which  he  has  done,  and  I  hope  you, 
are  fatisfied  therewith :  you  may  reft  affured,.  you  will  have  no  caufe  o£. 
fuch  complaint  tor  the  future. 

I  obferve  by  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  this  month,  that  you  were  under, 
a  neceflity  of  fending  your  brother  Roy  BuUubram  Bahader-  into  the 
Burdwan  country,  to  colle<ftthe  revenues  which  Monichchundj,ty^zVi![t<\  himfelf 
from  paying  :  as  you  have  given  me  your  word,  that  this  is  thepurpofe  of  his, 
march,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  artful  defigning  villain  to  make  me 
believe  the  contrary  •,  and  as  it  will  be  evermore  my  firft  principle  to  pro-. 
mote  and  eftablilh  the  friendlhip  made  between  us,  I  -fliall  be  very  cautious, 
how  I  give  credit  to  any  idle  ftories,  tending  to  break  the  unity,  which  I; 
hope  will  endure  for  ever  between  you  and  the  EngliJJj.  I  am  fenfible  our 
nation  has  many  enemies  at  your  court  j  but  as  you  are  a  wife  and  prudent 
prince,  I  hope  you  will  in  time  difeover  all  the  wickednefs  of  thofe,  who  by/ 
afierting  for  pofitiye  truths  what  have  appeared  to  be  notorious  falfhoods,  have- 
attempted  to  injure  us  in  your  opinion..  As  f  know  yoiir  ears  have  been) 
filled  with  evil  reports  of  us,  and  you  will  ftill  be  fubjeft  to  hear  the  ftories,., 
of  fuch  deceivers,  the  Major  v/ill  be  fent  to  you  :  receive  what  he  may, 
fay,  as  my  fentiments,  and  be  alTured  you  fhall  not  be  deceived.  What 
can  I  fay  more 

This  letter  not  producing  the  defired  effecl:,  and  being  too  well  convinced, 
that  the  Nabob  had  hoftile  intentions  in  his  bread  ;  for,  inftead  of  delivering 
up,  he  correfponded  with  and  protefted  om  French  enemies,  the  admiral, 
addrefled  another  letter  to  him,  dated  the  3,1ft  of  March^  ^757^ 

“  I  HAVE  already  informed  you  of  our  conqueft  of  Chandernagore^  and, 
making  all  the  French  our  prifoners,  except  fome  fugitives  who  fled  up  the 
river,  after  whom,  I  told  you  I  had  fent  fome  armed  men  in  boats.  1  am 
forry  I  fhould  be  under  a  necelTity  of  fending  you  another  letter  ;  but  having 
received  information  that  you  have  not  as  yet  performed  your  agreement,  I 
muft  take  leave  to  acquaint  you,  that  from  the  repeated  promifes  you  have  made 
of  keeping  your  word  in  every  refpefl,  I  now  expeft  you  will  aft  conform¬ 
able  to  the  oath  you  have  taken  before  God  and  your  Prophets  and  comply 
immediately  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty^  Deliver  alfo  the  cannon  to 
Mr.  which  you  now  haye^belonging  to  the  company  j  and  ftriftly  keep 

to  the  oath  we  have  both  fworn,  of  living  in  friendfhip,  and  efteeming  each 
other’s  enemies  our  own ;  and  deliver  up  into  my  hands  all  the  French  in 
your  dominions,  with  their  effefts.  This  will  be  keeping  your  oath,  and 
behaving  like  a  prince,  whofe  purfuit  is  juftice,  and  whofe  utmoft:  glory  as 
a  foldier,  is  preferving  his  word  inviolable.  Depend  upon  it,  if  there  are  any 
about  you  bold  enough  to  advife  you  to  aft  contrary  to  thefe  juft  demands. 
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dhey  are  yoQr  enemies,  and  want  to  fee  your  country  involved  in  a  ruinous  Y757.' 
war,  which  nothing  but  your  breach  of  promife,  of  faith,  and  of  honour,  ^-*v*-*i 
lhall  ever  prevail  on  me  to  engage  in.  Nothing  will  give  me  more  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  the  being  affured  that  continual  peace  and  friendlhip  will  for  ever 
4afl:  between  you  and  the  Englijh. 

Since  I  began  this  letter,  I  am  informed  the  fugitive  French  have  offered 
to  enter  into  your  fervice.  If  you  accept  this  offer,  I  fhall  conclude  that  you 
intend  to  favour  the  French^  and  defire  to  live  no  longer  in  friendlhip  with 
me;  efpecially  as  you  have  declined  the  afliftance  of  the  Englijh  troops, 
after  ftrongly  foliciting  them.” 

The  admiral,  not  able  to  obtain  any  anfwer,  either  in  words  or  deeds, 
fent  another  letter. 

The  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Kentt  off  Chandermgore,  oi  April  1757. 

‘‘  I  HAVE  been  informed,  that  you  exptefs  fome  uneafmefs  at  our 
•fhips  remaining  at  this  fettlement,  and  at  our  army  being  encamped  near 
Hotighley.  I  find  that  our  enemies  have  taken  the  advantage  of  your  un¬ 
eafmefs,  and  endeavoured  to  perfuade  you  our  troops  propofe  marching  up 
'in  a  hoftile  manner  againff  you  to  Muxadabad,  It  is  amazing  to  me,  that 
any  one  fliould  dare  to  impofe  fo  grofsly  on  your  underftanding,  without 
trembling  at  the  confequence,  fhould  his  villainous  arts  be  difcovered.  And 
it  alfo  furprizes  me,  that  you  fhould  hearken  to  fuch  idle  flories.  You,  as 
a  foldier,  muff  know,  that  while  I  have  enemies  yet  in  your  dominions,  it 
would  be  very  impolitic  in  me  not  to  purfue  them.  Yet,  if  you  will 
•deliver  up  my  enemies  and  their  effects  to  me,  my  fhips  and  troops  fhall 
immediately  return  to  Calcutt-a  \  and  then,  and  not  before,  fhall  I  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  your  fincerity  and  refolutipn  in  abiding  by  the  oath  you  have 
taken,  of  regarding  my  enemies  as  your  own.” 

The  day  after  the  forwarding  of  the  above,  the  admiral  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  the  Nabobs  though  dated  the  iff  of  Rajub,  or  2 2d  of 
March  i^jSF 

“  WHAT  I  have  promifed,  and  fet  my  hand  to,  I  will  firmly  maintain, 
nor  in  any  ref^^ed  deviate  therefrom.  All  Mr.  Watts'^  demands,  and  what- 
foever  he  has  reprefented  to  me,  I  have  complied  with,  and  what  remains, 
fhall  be  given  up  by  the  15th  of  this  moon.  This,  Mr.  Watts  muff  have 
written  to  you,  with  all  the  particulars ;  but  notwithflanding  all  this,  it 
appears  to  me  from  many  inftances,  that  you  feek  to  obliterate  your 
agreement  with  me.  The  country  within  the  territories  of  Roughly^  Ingely, 

Burdwan  and  Nuddea^  have  been  ravaged  by  your  troops.  For  what 

T  2  caufe 
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*757-  caufe  is  this  ?  Acid  to  this,  that  Govendram  Metre  wrote  to  Nundcomar  by 
the  Ton  of  Ramden  Gofe,  requiring  him  to  deliver  Colligant,  as  belonging  to  me 
diftridts  of  Calcutta^  into  his  the  faid  Afif/r/s  poflefiion.  What  is  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  this  ?•  lam  fure  this  has  been  done  without  your  knovyledge.  In 
confidence  of  your  engagement,  I  made  peace;  with  the  view  ot  procuring 
the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  to  prevent  the  ruinous  confequences  which 
would  befal  the  royal  territories  from  both  armies,  and  not  that  the  people 
hiould  be  trampled  upon,  and  the  revenues  obftrufted. 

Your  endeavours  Ihould  be  daily  to  ftrengthen  more  and 'more  the  friend-, 
fliip  which  has  taken  root  betwixt  ns,  and  to  that  end  put  a  ftop  to  the 
influence  of  this  mifehief-maker,  and  difcountenance  the  aforefaid  Metre 
in  fuch  manner,  that  he  may  not  dare  to  fay  thefe  things,  nor  be  guilty  ot 
fuch  falfe  proceedings  for  the  future.  By  the  will  of  God,  the  agreement 
fhall  never  be  infringed  upon  my  part.  I  have  fpoken  to  Mr.  Watts.i\A\y 
on  this  fubjedl ;  the  particulars  of  which  you  will  have  in  his  letter. 

'  P.  S.  1  have  juft  learned  that  the  French  are  bringing  a  large  force  from 
the  Deccan,  to  make  war  againft  you ;  for  this  reafon  I  write  to  you,  that 
if  you  ftand  in  need  of  any  forces  of  the  goverpment  for  your  fupport,.  you 
will  immediately  acquaint  me,  and  they  (hall  be  ready  to  join  you  whenevec 
you  (liall  have  occafion  for  them.” 


This  produced  the  following  reply. 

Fhe  Admiral  to  the  Nabob. 

Dated  Calcutta,  3d  of  April,  1757. 

“  THE  letter  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  the  22d  of  laft  month,^ 
did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  this  day.  As  the  fubjcfl  of  it  required  an 
anfwer  as  foon  as  poftible,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  have  been  furprized  at 
not  having  found  any  thing  in  my  three  laft  letters  relating  thereto.  But 
this  informs  you  of  the  true  reafon,  and  I  hope  will  fatisfy  you  of  my  readi- 
nefs  always  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of.  your  favours.  The  aflurances 
you  continue  to  give  mie,  of  firmly  maintaining  the  agreement  between  us  *, 
makes  me  hope  you  v/ill  lillen  to  all  the  juft  demands  I  have  made  in  my 
laft  letters,  as  the  delivering  up  my  enemies  into  my  hands  with  all  their 
eftefts,  and  complying  with  all  the  articles  of  the  treaty :  the  latter  part, 
you  promife  me  fhall  be  done  the  15th  of  this  Moon,  which  will  be  to-mor¬ 
row,  when  1  hope'  Mr.  Watts  will  be  able  to  write,  and  affure  me  you  have 
fulfilled  your  promife.  You  tell  me,  that  notwithftanding  the  order  you 
have  given  for  every  thing  being  complied  with,  and  fixing  the  day  for  its 
being  done,  yet  it  appears  to  you  from  many  inftances  that  I  intend  to  break 
my  agreement.  You  muft  fuffer  me  to  tell  you,  that  your  apprehenfions 
of  my  not  ftridly  abiding  by  the  treaty  I  have  made,  are  founded  on  falfe 
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reprefentations,  made  to  you  by  Monichchundy  to  excufe  hiniTelf  from  paying  1757, 
the  revenues  of  the  feveral  countries  you  fay  have  been  pillaged  by  the  ’ — -v^ 
EngUJh.  How  can  this  poffibly  be  ?  When  the  Englijh  troops,  fince  the 
Jiappy  peace  made  with  yoii,  have  penetrated  no  farther  into  the  Burd'ivan 
country,  than  marching  from  Bankehufar  to  Chandernagore  along  fliore  ;  and' 
fince  the  conquell  of  the  French,  a  few  armed  men  were  fent  after  fome 
fugitives  a  little  way,  but  they  have  been  ordered  back  fome  time  fince,  and 
are  returned.  Of  this,  upon  very  little  refledion,  you  muft  be  fenfible; 
why  then  will  you  hearken  to  thofe  who  feek  every  opportunity  to  de¬ 
ceive  you,  and  make  you  believe  fuch  things  as  are  in  their  nature  impof- 
fible  ?  For  how  could  the  territories  of  Honghly,  Ingely,  Biirdwan  and  Nud- 
dea,  be  ravaged  by  our  troops,  when  the  troops  have  been  no  farther  tharr 
I  have  afilired  you  ?  I  am  afraid  the  perfon  who  dares  attempt  the  impofing 
on'you  fo  grofs  a  falfiiood  as  this,  has  reafon  to  think  you  may  be  eafily  per- 
fuaded  into  the  belief  of  any  thing,  that  would  fervc  as  a  pretence  for 
your  difpleafure  againft  the  Englijh  •,  otherwife,  I  think  no  one  would  pre^ 
fume  to  fill  your  ears  with  fuch  falfe  and  idle  ftories.  What  you  tell  me 
relating  to  Govendram  Metre,  you  do  me  great  juftice  in  believing  he  has- 
aded  in  the  maniter  he  did,  without  my  knowledge.  You  may  be  alTured; 

I  will  take  pains  to  enquire  into  every  circumftance  of  that  matter,  and' 
will  fee  that  ftrid  juftice  is  done  to  you,  and  give  Metre  a  fevere  rebuke  for 
his  late  behaviour. 

Need  I  give  you  any  farther  affurances  of  my  immoveable  refolution 
ftridly  to  regard  our  treaty,  and  every  moment  to  improve  the  friendfliip 
growing  up  between  us  ?  I  hope  not.  I  would  willingly  believe,  you  now 
know  me  fufficiently  to  place  a  confidence  in  what  I  fay,  without  having 
any  doubts  of  being  deceived-,  which  you  may  depend  upon  you  never ftiall 
by  me  :  deceit  is  deteftable  in  the  heart  of  an  honeft  man,  and  much  too 
low  a  pradice  for  the  true  foldier  to  ftoop  to. 

Give  me  leave  to  render  you  my  thanks  for  your  intelligence  concerning' 
the  French  from  the  Deccan,  and  your  readinefs  in  offering  me  affiftance,  if 
I  ftiould  have  occafion.  Should  the  French  leave  the  Deccan,  and  come 
into  this  country  with  fuch  a  number  as  to  make  the  jundion  of  our  troops 
necefl'ary,  I  then  will  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  you  on  that  bufinefs. 

In  the  mean  time,  if  you  would  wifii  to  preferve  peace  in  your  country, 
deliver  up  my  enemies  into  my  hands,  and  by  that  means  they  will  be  lefs 
able  to  oppofe  "me,  if  fuch  a  force  ftiould  arrive.  This  will  convince  me 
of  the  fincerity  of  your  offer.  It  is  now  in  your  power  to  fettle  everlajling- 
peace  in  your  country,  and  if  you  fuffer  the  opportunity  to  flip,  it  may 
never  offer  again.  You  fee  that  God,  by  whofe  power  all  human  events 
are  determined,  has  given  me  the  vidory  over  my  enemies.  He  feeth  the 
juftnefs  of  my  caufe,  and  therefore  fighteth  for  me.  Hefitate  then  no 
longer  about  the  things  I  have  written  to  you,  but  openly  fulfill  the  oath 
you  made  before  God  and  your  Prophet,  of  making  my  enemies  your  own  . 
and  let  us  evermore  become  as  one  people.  Then,  we  ftiall  fee  peace  and 
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tranquiKdy  will  flourifli  •,  for  our  enemies  beholding  us  cemented  in  unity, 
will  not  venture  to  bring  war  into  the  country. 

Refled  on  what  I  have  written,  and  be  aCTured  nothing  is  fo  much  my 
defire,  as  to  fee  peace  and  concord  perfedly  fettled  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  *,  and  to  give  you  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  my  fincerity,  I  have 
ordered  the  King’s  (hips  down  to  Calcutta^  as  I  heard  fuch  a  meafure  would 
be  acceptable  to  you.  What  can  I  say  more  ?” 

After  a  great  many  inward  ftruggles,  and  ftill  dilTembling  his  refentment, 
the  Nabob  fent  the  following  anfwer. 

‘The  Nabob  to  the  Admiral^  dated  i^th  of  April,  1757- 

“  YOUR  letters  at  feveral  times,  I  have  received,  with  the  news  of  your 
health,  which  has  given  me  great  pleafure.  The  purport  of  them  I  have 
duly  underftood ;  and  for  your  fatisfadion,  and  in  obfervance  of  the  agree¬ 
ment  between  us,  to  look  upon  each  others  enemies  as  our  own,  I  have  ex¬ 
pelled  Mr.  Law  with  all  his  adherents  from  my  country,  and  have  given 
ftrid  orders  to  all  my  Naibs  and  Fougedars  not  to  permit  them  to  remain 
in  any  part  of  my  dominions.  I  am  ready  upon  all  occaflons  to  grant  you 
my  alliftance.  If  the  French  ever  enter  the  province  with  a  great  or  fmall 
force,  with  a  defign  of  making  war  upon  you  *,  God  and  his  Prophets  are 
between  us,  that  whenever  you  write  to  me,  I  will  be  your  ally,  and  join 
you  with  all  my  force.  Reft  fatisfied  in  this  point,  and  be  affured  of  my 
refolution  to  remain  inviolably  by  the  promifes  which  I  have  made  in  my 
letters,  and  in  the  treaty  concluded  betwixt  us.  With  regard  to  the  French 
fadories  and  merchandize,  I  muft  acquaint  your  excellency,  that  I  have 
been  informed,  the  French  company  arc  indebted  to  the  natives,  and  have 
feveral  Lacks  belonging  to  my  fubjeds  in  their  hands ;  Ihould  I  comply 
with  your  demands  in  delivering  up  the  effeds,  how  can  I  anfwer  it  to  the 
creditors  of  the  French?  Your  excellency  is  my  well-wifher  and  my  friend 4 
weigh  all  this  affair,  and  return  me  your  anfwer,  that  I  may  ad  accord¬ 
ingly. 

I  have  written  before,  and  now  repeat,  that  if  the  Englijh  company  want 
to  eftablifh  their  trade,  do  not  write  me  what  is  not  conformable  to  our 
agreement,  by  the  inftigation  of  felf-interefted  and  defigning  men,  who 
want  to  break  the  peace  between  us.  If  you  are  not  difpofed  to  come  to  a 
rupture  with  me,  you  have  my  agreement  under  my  hand  and  feal  j  when 
you  write,  look  upon  that,  and  write  accordingly. 

Mr.  Watts  will  inform  you  fully  of  all  particulars :  What  (hall  I  write 
more  ? 

If  YOU  DESIRE  TO  MAINTAIN  THE  PEACE,  WRITE  NOTHING  CONTRARY 
TO  THE  TREATY,” 


This 
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This  letter,  and  daily  iiidanccs  of  the  Nabob's  perfidious  and  hofille  in¬ 
tentions,  engaged  the  Admiral  to  addrefs  the  Nabob  more  plainly  in  a  letter 
dated  19th,  1757. 

“  I  AM  honoured  with  your -letter  of  the  14th  of  this  month,  acquaint¬ 
ing  me  with  your  having  received  at  feveral  times  the  letters  I  lately  wrote 
you.  Your  forbearance,  and  not  writing  to  me,  hath  not  the  appearance 
of  that  friendfhip,  you  would  perfuade  me  you  have  for  my  countrymen  •,  and 
with  regard  to  myfelf,  I  mull  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I  was  more  parti¬ 
cularly  entitled  to-a  fpeedy  anfwer  to  my  letters,  from  my  high  rank  and 
ftation  •,  and  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  your  negledl  in  this  refpedl:,  but  as 
a  flight  offered  to  the  King  my„  mailer,  who  fent  me  into  India  to  protcdl 
his  fubjecls,  and  demand  jullice  wherelbever  they  were  opprefTed. 

I  obferve  in  your  letter  the  following  particulars,  viz.  “  That  for  my  fatis- 
fadtion  and  according  to  our  mutual  agreement  to  look  upon  each  others  ene¬ 
mies  as  our  own,  you  have  expelled  Monfieur  Law  and  his  adherents  from 
your  dominions,  and  given  llridl  orders,.  See.  &c.”  My  brother  Mr.  Watts^ 
who  is  entrufted  with  all  the  company’s  concerns,  always  w'rites  me  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  your  intended  favours  towards  us;  but  T have  never  found  that 
what  he  writes  is  put  in  execution,  neither  do  1  find  that  what  you  wrote 
me  in  your  letter  dated  the  ift  of  Rajub  (zzd  of  March)  is  yet  complied 
with.  You  therein  afllired  me,  that  you  would  fulfill  all  the  articles  you. 
had  agreed  to,  by  the  15th  of  that  Moon.  Have  you  ever  yet  complied 
with  them  all.?  No.  How  then  can  I  place  any  confidence  in  what  yoin 
write,  when  your  adlions  are  not  correfpondent  with  your  promifes  .?  Or 
how  can  I  reconcile  your  telling  me  in  fo  facred  a  manner,  you  will  be 
my  ally,  and  afiift  me  with  your  forces  againft  the  French  t  when  you  hav^e 
given  a  Perwannah  to  Mr.  Law  and  his  people  to  go  towards  Patna.,  in- 
order  to  efcape  me,  and  tell  me  it  is  for  my  fatisfadlion,  and  in  obfervance- 
of  the  mutual  agreement,  you  have  taken  this  meafure.  Is  this  an  aSl  of 
friendfhip  .?  Or  is  it  in  this  manner  I  am  to  underftand  you  will  affifl  me  ? 
Or  am  I  to  draw  a  conclufion  from  what  you  write,  or  from  what  you  do.? 
You  are  too  wife  not  to  know  when  a  man  tells  you  one  thing,,  and  does 
the  direft  contrary,  which  you  ought  to  believe.  Why  then  do  you  en¬ 
deavor  to  perfuade  me  you  will  be  my  friend,  when  at  the  fame  time  you 
give  my  enemies  your  protC(5lion,  furnilh  them  with  ammunition,  and  fuffer 
them  to  go  out  of  your  dominions  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  .?  Their 
effefts  I  efleem  a  trifling  circumftance,  and  as  far  as  they  will  contribute 
to  do  juftice  to  your  people,  who  are  creditors  to  the  ifrtwc/??  company,  I 
have  no  objedlion  to  your  feizing  them  for  their  ufe,  for  money  is  what 
I  defpife,  and  accumulating  riches  to  myfelf  is  what  I  did  not  come  here  - 
for. 

But  I  have  already  told  you,  and  now  repeat  it  again,  that  while  a 
Frenchman  remains  in  ITiis  kingdom,  I  will  never  ceafe  purfuing  him ;  but 
if  they  will  deliver  themfelves  up,  they  fhall  find  me  merciful:  and  I  am^ 
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1757*  'Confident  thofe  who  have  already  fallen  into  my  hands,  will  do  me  the  juf- 
— V*— ^  tice  to  fay,  they  have  been  treated  with  a  much  greater  generofity,  than  is 
ulual  by  the  general  cufiiom  of  war. 

If  you  will  refle6l;  upon  the  oath  you  have  taken,  you  cannot  but  join 
with  me  in  what  follows :  As  loon  as  Cajfmbuzar  is  properly  garrifoned,  to 
w'hich  place  our  troops  will  fpeedily  begin  their  march,  I  defire  you  will  grant 
a  Dujiuck  for  the  paffage  of  two  thoufand  of  our  foldiers  by  land  to  Patna. 
You  may  be  affured  they  will  do  no  violence,  nor  commit  the  leafi:  injury 
to  the  natives :  the  only  defign  of  fending  them  is  to  feize  the  .French^  and 
reftore  tranquility  and  perfect  peace  in  your  kingdom,  which  can  never  be 
truly  eftablifhed  in  thefe  dominions,  while  a  war  continues  between  us  and 
them.  If  you  are  apprehenfive  of  any  injury  arifing  to  your  fubjeels  from 
the  march  of  our  troops  to  Patna^  fend  fome  of  your  trufty  Hircars  to  go 
with  .them,  with  orders  to  acquaint  you  from  time  to  time  of  their  tranfac- 
tions,  and  1  dare  anfwer  you  will  find  their  reports  agreeable  to  what  I  now 
write  you. 

Inftead  of  fending  Mr.  Watts  only  ten  guns,  why  did  you  not  deliver  up 
all  that  belonged  to  the  company  ?  I  will  not  write  you  what  is  not  conform¬ 
able  to  our  agreement,  and  which  you  fup[X)fe  was  by  the  inltigation  of 
felf-interefted  and  defigning  men  :  I  mull  take  the  liberty  to  fay,  I 
never  yet  have  written  a  fyllable  contrary  to  our  agreement,  and  the  oath 
and  promile  I  have  made  j  and  be  allured  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any 
artful  or  defigning  men  to  make  me  write  any  thing  inconfiltent  with  my 
honour.  I  alk  nothing  more  than  your  fulfilling  the  articles  of  your  agree¬ 
ment,  and  abiding  by  the  oath  you  have  taken  :  This  I  have  ftrongly  urged 
you  to  .  do,  becaufe  you  have' been  very  flow  in  the  execution,  and  this 
furely  I  have  a  right  to  demand,  fo  long  as  you  negleft  to  perform  it.  If 
it  is  difagreeable  to  you  to  hear  thefe  things,  put  it  out  of  my  power  ever 
to  alk  again,  by  your  immediate  compliance  *,  and  as  you  have  defired  me 
w'hen  I  write,  to  look  upon  our  agreement,  and  take  that  for  my  guide,  let 
me  requeft:  you  to  compare  my  letters  with  my  agreements,  and  with  what 
you  have  promifed,  and  when  you  find  me  differ  from  that,  or  alk  any  thing 
contrary  to  it,  then  tax  me  therewith;  point  out  to  me  exprefly,  where¬ 
in  I  have  deviated  from  this  rule,  and  you  lhall  find  me  ready  to  confefs  it 
as  an  error  :  but  till  then,  you  muH  excufe  me  for  infilling  on  your  having 
■  charged  me  wrongfully,  and  which  upon  an  examination*  of  my  letters,  I 
make  no  doubt  will  appear  to  you  too  plain  to  be  contradided. 

Let  me  again  repeat  to  you,  I  have  no  other  views  than  that  of  peace. 
The  gathering  together  of  riches  is  what  I  defpife  ;  and  I  call  on  God, 
who  fees  and.  knows  the  fpring  of  all  our  adions,  and  to  whom  you  and 
I  mull  one  day  anfwer,  to  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  what  I  now  write ; 
therefore  if  you  would  have  me  believe  that  you  wilh  peace  as  much  as  I  do, 
no  longer  let  it  be  the  fubjed  of  our  correfpondence,  for  me  to  alk  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  you  to  promile  and  not  perform  it ;  but  im- 
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mediately  fulfill  all  your  engagements;  thus  let  peace  fiourifh  and  fpread  1757. 
throughout  all  your  country,  and  make  your  people  happy  in  the  re-efta-  -v— 
blifhment.  of  their  trade,  which  has  fuffered  by  a  ruinous  and  deftrudlive 
war.  What  can  I  fay  more?” 

After  this  letter,  the  correfpondence  ceafed  on  the  part  of  the  admiral ; 
and  from  the  date  thereof,  to  the  month  of  Jufle^  the  Nabob  continued  to 
give  full  proofs  of  his  enmity  towards  us,  and  his  defign  to  embrace  the 
firft  convenient  opportunity  of  extirpating  us.  Hoftile  preparations  were 
now  made  on  each  fide  j  and  on  the  13th  of  Jmie  things  drew  near  to  a 
crifis,  when  the  Nabob  fent  the  following,  and  his  lad  letter  to  the 
admiral. 

25th  of  Ramazan  (13th  of  June)  iys7‘ 

‘‘  ACCORDING  to  my  promifes,  and  the  agreement  made  between  us, 

I  have  duly  rendered  every  thing  to  Mr.  Watts^  except  a  very  fmall  tc- 
mainder,  and  had  almoft  fettled  Momchchund\  affair  ;  Notwithftanding  all 
this,  Mr.  JVatU  and  the  reft  of  the  council  of  the  fadtory  at  Cajftmbuzary 
under  pretence  of  going  to  take  the  air  in  their  gardens,  fled  away  in  the 
night.  This  is  an  evident  mark  of  deceit,  and  of  an  intention  to  break  the 
treaty.  I  am  convinced  it  could  not  have  happened  without  your  know¬ 
ledge,  nor  without  your  advice.  I  all  along  expedted  fomething  of  this 
kind,  and  for  that  reafon  I  v/ould  not  recall  my  forces  from  FlaJJey^  expedl- 
ing  fome  treachery. 

1  praife  God,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  has  not  been  on  my  part :  God 
and  his  Prophet  have  been  witnefles  to  the  contradl  made  between  us,  and 
whoever  firft  deviates  from  it  will  bring  upon  themfelves  the  punifhment 
-due  to  their  adlions.” 


By  the  letters,,  as  v/ell  as  by  a  multiplicity  of  fadls,  it  is  evident  that 
Serajah  Dowlah^  from  the  time  of  figning  the  treaty  with  us,  had  fliewn 
himfelf  but  little  inclined  to  abide  by  any  of  it’s  articles  *,  it  was  indeed  in¬ 
tended  by  him  to  -lull  us  into  a  fatal  fecurity.  He  was  very  liberal  in  . his 
promifes,  but  -alv/ays  took  care  to  put  off  the  performance  of  them,  and 
t!iat  upon  fuch  trifling  pretences,  as  demonftrated  his  ill  intentions  towards 
us.  His  pofitive  orders  at  firft,  that  we  fhould  not  befiege  Chandernagore^ 
ftrongly  indicated  his  attachment  to  our  enemies  ;  though,  after  we  had 
taken  that  place,  he  put  the  beft  face  he  could  upon  it,  and  pretended  that 
he  was  not  difpleafed  at  our  fuccefs.  We  were  not  ignorant  however,  that 
-he  had  ordered  .a  body  of  near  2000  men  to  the  affiftance  of  that  garrifon, 
who  might  have  greatly  obftrufted  if  not  defeated  our  enterprize,  had  we 
not  found  means  to  prevent  their  afting.  It  is  certain,  that  a  French  corps 
under  the  command  of  Monfieur  Law^  was  proteifted  by  him,  and  even 
in  his  pay  ^  and  that  he  had  invited  Bujjy  with  the  French  army  to  enter 
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*757*  Bengal  us.  Befides  thefe  inftances  of  his  ill  dirpofition  towards  us, 

it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  although  four  months  were  elapfed,  the  material 
points  of  the  treaty  were  not  fulfilled  and  even  his  folemn  engagement  to 
reftore  to  the  company  the  villages  which  of  right  belonged  to  them,  was 
evaded,  without  framing  an  excul'e  for  fuch  an  atrocious  breach  of  faith. 

The  EngUfi)  in  this  fituation  faw  no  other  remedy  for  their  prefent  griev¬ 
ances,  nor  any  other  means  of  preventing  the  fatal  blow  of  extirpation, 
which  was  to  be  expefted  on  the  arrival  of  the  French  army,  than  by  op- 
pofing  openly  the  man.  who  was  thus  planning  the  ruin  of  the  company’s 
affairs,  and  only  waited  for  the  return  of  the  fquadron  to  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandely  to  effed  it.  This  point  was  much  agitated  in  the  council,  and  can- 
vafled  with  all  that  caution  and  circumfpeClion,  which  a  matter  of  fuch 
Gonfequence  required.  It  certainly  was  a  very  difficult  and  dangerous 
meafure,  and  perhaps  would  never  have  been  carried  into  execution,  had 
not  a  moft  fortunate  incident  liappened,  which  almoft  infured  fuccefs, 

Serajah  Dozvlah^  after  his  taking  Calcuttay  had  behaved  with  fuch  in- 
folence  and  cruelty  towards  his  own  fubjecls,  that  feveral  of  the  Grandees 
or  confiderable  perfons  of  his  court  entered  into  a  confederacy  to  depofe 
him.  He  had  difplayed  the  feverity  of  his  nature  in  fo  many  inftances,  as 
to  ftrike  an  univerfal  terror and  from  the  ficklenefs  of  his  difpofition,  no 
man  who  was  near  him,  and  in  his  power,  could  think  himfelf  fafe.  Meer 
Jaffier  Ali  Khan^  a  man  of  great  power  and  influence,  (and  who  had  mar¬ 
ried  the  fifter  of  Serajah\  predecefTor  and  ^v2ind^2iX.\\tVy.Aliverdy  Khan)  con¬ 
cluded  the  defign  of  depriving  Nabob  oC  that  power,  he  had  fo  egre- 
gioufly  abufed-,  he  was  feconded  in  it  by  RoyduUuby  general  of  horfe, 
and  by  Jugget-Seet^  who  was  banker  to  the  Nabob,  and  efteeraed  the 
rlcheft  merchant  in  all  India.  Thefe  three  leading  men  foon  communicated 
their  defigns  to  Mr.  Watts  the  EngUjh  refident  at  the  Durbar  or  Nabob's 
court,  and  he  to  Colonel  Clive  and  the  fecret  committee  at  Calcutta.  The 
chiefs  there  did  not  hefitate  long  about  coming  into  the  fcheme.  Great 
dexterity,  as  well  as  fecrefy,  being  neceffary  in  executing  the  plan  for  a 
revolution,  the. whole  management  thereof,  was  left  to  Colonel  Clive,  and. 
to  Mr.  Watts>,  To  avoid  fufpicion,  it  was  neceffary  that  Mr.  Watts  ffiould 
not  be  obferved  to  have  frequent  intercourfe  with  Jaffier :  he  therefore 
entrufted  one  Omiehund  a  Gentoo  merchant  with  the  fecret,  and  through. 
him  carried  on  his  correfpondence  with  Meer  Jaffier.  Omiehund  was  a 
man  of  the  deepeft  cunning  and  moft  infatiable  avarice,  and  ftrongly  fuf- 
pefted  to  have  been  the  principal  perfon  that  fomented  the  late  troubles 
againft  the  Englijh,  in  hopes  of  pecuniary  advantages  to  himfelf:-  Mr. 
Watts  not  fufficiently  know  the  man  till  too  late.  Omiehund,  after  the 
plot  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  treaty  was  juft  on  figning  with  Meer 
Jaffier,  unreafonably  demanded  a  quarter  pxart  of  all  the  Nabob's  treafure, 
which, was  fuppofed  to  amount  to  64  Crore,  or  80  millions  fterling..  His 
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final  terms  were  30  Lavk  of  Rupees  for  himfelf,  by  a  Ipecial  article  in  the 
treaty  •,  and  he  made  no  fcrupleto  afTure  Mr. that  if  his  demand  was 
not  complied  with,  he  would  inftantly  inforni  the  Nabob  of  our  fchemes, 
when  every  EngUjhman  within  his  reach  would  certainly  be  put  to  the  fevereft 
death.  In  this  dilemma,  Mr.  Watts  applied  to  Meer  Jaffier^  who  was  deter^* 
mined  not  to  accede  to  fuch  terms,  if  any  means  of  obviating  them  could 
be  devifed.  Mr.  Watts  then  wrote  to  the  feleOt  committee,  who  feeing  that 
the  fate  of  all  depended  upon  temporizing  with  Omichund^  and  being  at 
the  fame  time  very  averfe  to  fubmit  to  the  extortions  of  fuch  a  confummate 
rogue,  contrived  that  tw'o  treaties  fhould  be  executed  and  fent  up  to  Meer 
Jaffier^  who  was  to  be  let  into  the  fecret.  One  treaty  was  the  real  one  to 
be  abided  by  •,  the  other  was  fiditious,  but  with  no  other  difference  than 
that  it  contained  the  article  of  30  Lack  for  Omichund.  The  real  treaty  was 
executed  privately  by  Meer  Jaffier ;  the  fiftitious  treaty  was  executed  alfo  by 
him,  and  in  the  prefence  of  Omichund^  who  was  thereupon  perfedly  fatisfied. 
It  may  be  neceffary  here  alfo  to  obferve,  that  this  fiftitious  treaty  was  figned 
by  Colonel  Cliue  and  all  the  feletfl  committee :  Admiral  Watfon  did  not 
chufe  to  fign  it,  becaufe  he  had  figned  the  real  treaty.  A  ftrift  principle 
of  delicacy,  which  in  him  was  fuperior  to  any  point  of  policy,  operated 
too  ftrongly  on  his  mind  to  permit  him  to  join  even  in  a  neceffary  decep¬ 
tion  of  this  nature  :  however,  while  he  manifefted  no  difpleafure  againfl 
the  aftors,  all  claffes  of  people,  from  their  knowledge  of  Omichund^St  ava¬ 
rice  and  treachery,  applauded  the  artifice  by  which  he  w'as  fo  defervedly 
outwitted. 


Th-Eatv  executed  by  Meer  Mahomed  Jaflier  Khan  Bahadar,  with  Admiral 
Watfon,  Colonel  Clive,  and  the  Counfellors  Drake  and  Watts. 

I  SWEAR  BY  God,  an'd  the  Prophet  of  God,  to  abide  by  the  terms 

OF  THIS  TREATY  WHILE  1  HAVE  LIFE*. 

Art.  I.  Whatever  articles  were  agreed  upon  in  the  time  of  peace  with 
the  Nabob  Scrajah  Dowlah^  I  agree  to  comply  with. 

H.  The  enemies  of  the  EngliJJo  are  my  enemies,  whether  they  be  Indians 
or  Europeans. 

III.  All  the  effeifls  and  faflories  belonging  to  the  French  in  the  province 
of  Bengal,  (the  paradife  of  nations)  and  BcAar,  and  Orixa,  fhall  remain  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  Englijh,  nor  will  I  ever  allow  them  any  more  to  fettle 
in  the  three  provinces. 

IV.  In  conflderation  of  the  Ioffes  which  the  Englijh  company  have  fuf- 
tained  by  the  capture  and  plunder  of  Calcutta  by  the  Nabob,  and  the  charges 

•  This  was  written  by  his  own  hand.  ' 
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occafioned  by  the  maintenance  of  the  forces,  I  will  give  them  one  Crore  of 
Rupees,  [1,250000/.] 

V.  For  the  effedls  plundered  from  the  Englijh  inhabitants  at  Calcutta, 
I  agree  to  give  fifty  Lack  of  Rupees,  [625,000/.] 

VI.  For  the  effedls  plundered  from  the  Gentcos,  Moors  and  other  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Calcutta,  twenty  lack  of  rupees  fc\2L\\.  be  given,  [250,000 /.] 

VII.  For  the  cffecls  plundered  from  the  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta^ 

I  will  give  the  fum  of  feven  lack  of  rupees,  [87,500.]  The  diftribudon  of 
the  fums  allotted  to  the  Englijb,  Gentoo,  Moor  and  other  inhabitants  ot  Cal¬ 
cutta,  flaall  be  left  to  Admiral Colonel  Roger  D'rake,  William 

Watts,  James  Kilpatrick  and  Richard  Becher,  Efquires,  to  be  difpofed  of 
by  them,  to  whom  they  think  proper. 

VIII.  Within  the  ditch  which  furrounds  the  borders  of  Calcutta,  are 
traffs  of  land  belonging  to  feveral  Zemindars  befides  thefe,  I  will  grant 
to  the  Englijh  company  fix  hundred  yards  without  the  ditch. 

IX.  All  the  land  lying  fouth  of  Calcutta,  as  far  as  Culpee,  fhall  be  under 
the  Zemindary  of  the  Englijb  company ;  and  all  the  officers  of  diofe  parts 
fhall  be  under  their  jprifdiction.  The  revenues  to  be  paid  by  the  company 
in  the  fame  manner  as  other  Zemindars. 

X. .  Whenever  I  demand  the  affifiance  of  the  Englijh,  I  will  be  at  the 
charge  of  the  maintenance  of  their  troops. 

XI.  I  will  not  ered  any  new  fortifications  near  the  river  Ganges,  below. 
Houghley. 

XII.  As  foon  as,  I  am  eflabliffied  in  the  three  provinces,  the  aforefaidr, 
fums  fhall  be  faithfully  paid. 

\ 

Dated  the  i  ^th  of  the  month  Ramazan, 

{June  1757)  in  the  fourth  year  of 
the  prefen t.  reign^. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  advice  was  received'from  Meer  Jajf  er  and  the  other- 
confederates,  that  all  things  were  in  readinefs  with  them.  The  dye  was  caff;-,, 
and  on.  the  13th  of  the  whole  army  marched  forwards,  and  the  colonel 
wrote  to  the  Souhahdar  the  very  day  of  his  march,  to  the  following  purport*: 

That  from  his  great  reputation  for  juftice,  and  faithful  obfervance  of  his 
word,  he  had  been  induced  to  make  peace  with  him,  and  to  pafs  over  the 
lofs  of  many  crores  of  rupees  fuftained  by  the  Englijh  in  the  capture^  of 
Calcutta',  and  to  reft  content  with  whatever  he  in  his  juftice  and  generofity 
fttould  reftore  to  them  :  that  his  excellency  had  not  thought  fit  to  fet  any 
value  on  tke  friendfhip  of  the  EngliJlj,  but.,  had  in  every  thing  difeouraged 
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as  much  as  pofTible  the  company’s  bufinefs,  by  turning  their  Vaqueel  dif- 
gracefully  from  his  prefence,  refufing  free  paflage  to  the  Englijh  through 
his  country,  intercepting  their  trade,  and  fearching  their  faflory  at  Co£im^ 
huzar  for  ammunition  and  warlike  ftores,  on  pretence  of  their  intending 
an  attempt  on  his  life,  in  the  time  of  profound  peace  •,  threatening  them 
with  an  inhant  rupture,  if  they  did  not  I'ubmit  to  the  fearch.  That  thefe 
were  but  trifles  however,  compared  to  his  open  and  avowed  protedtion  of 
the  king’s  enemies,  of  which  his  letters  to  Monf.  Bujfy^  wrote  but  a  few 
days  after  his  entering  into  a  folemn  treaty  with  us,  inviting  him  to  his 
country,  was  a  flagrant  proof :  that  his  protection  and  allowance  of  ten 
thcufand  rupees  per.  month  to  Monf.  LaWy  and  many  other  circumftances, 
were  not  only  fo  many  deviations  from  the  treaty,  but  evidently  fiiewed  his 
excellency’s  intention  to  fall  upon  the  EngUJljy  as  foon  as  tlie  ablence  of  their 
troops  and  fleet  might  expofe  them  to  it-,  that  the  main  article^of  the  treaty 
was  infringed,  in  his  proffering  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  fum  paid  into  the 
treafury,  for  the  plunder  of  Cal'cuttay  and  yet  demanding  a  difcharge  for  the 
whole.”  The  colonel  complained  bitterly  of  fo  many  infulrs  put  upon  him, 
and  reminded  the  Scuhahdar  how  different  his  own  condu6l  was,  when  called 
upon  to  affifl:  him  againft  the  Pytans,  He  folemnly  declared,  that  his 
intentions  were  to  have  fought  for  him  to  the  lafl  drop  of  his  blood  ;  but 
feeing  his  excellency  had  chofen  his  friends  from  among  his  enemies,  and< 
had  in  every  refpeCl  deviated  from  his  engagements,  he  had  determined,  with' 
tlae  approbation  of  all  who  were  charged  with  the  company’s  affairs,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  immediately  to  Cajfimhuzary  and  fubmit  their  difputes  to  the  arbitration' 
of  Meer  Roydulluby  Jugget-feet,  and  others  of  his  great  men  that 

if  it  fliould  be  found,  that  he,  the  colonel,  had  deviated  from  the  treaty,- 
he  then  fwore  to  give  up  all'  farther  claims  but  that,  if  it  appeared  his 
excellency  had  broken  it,  he  fhould  then  demand  fatisfadlion  for  all  the 
lofies  fuftained  by  the  EngUJhy  and  all  the  charges  of  their  army  and  navy,, 
and  concluded  with  telling  him,  “  that  the  rains  being  fo  near,  and  it  requir¬ 
ing  many  days  to  receive  an  anfwer,  he  had  found  it  necefiary  to  wait  upon- 
him  immediately 

Our  army  confided  of  750  military  (including  100  Topajfes)  about  150  of 
the  train  (including  50  bailors  with  7  midfliipn'.en  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Hayter)^  iioo  Sepoys^  8  pieces  of  cannon  fix  pounders,  and 
T  haubitzer.  The  Europeans  and  artillery  were  embarked  in  boats,  aneb 
the  Sepoys  marched' on  to  the  northward  through  Hcughley.  The  Bridge- 
water  alfo  failed  up  the  river  as  far  as  Hougkkyy  to  keep  that  place  in  awe, 
and  to  preferve  a  communication  between  the  colonel  and  the  fquadron.  The 
admiral’s  firfl  lieutenant,  Mr.  John  Clerkey  with  a  detachment  of  150  feamen, 
garrifoned  Chandernugcrey  and.  the  fhips  effectually  fecured  Calcutta  from' 

ScraftQiit,  refledions  on  the  government  of  huMlan, 
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1757*  infulr,  while  a  few  Topajfcs  were  appointed  to  guard  the  p/eficb 

— »h--j  prilbners. 

Thefe  previous  and  judicious  meafures  being  taken,  t!ie  army  advanced 
towards  Muxadabad.  On  the  14th  of  Mr.  JFcitts  and  other  gentlemen, 

with  30  foldiers,  who  had  made  their  efcape  from  Cajfimhuzar.,  arrived  at  -the 
army-,  and  on  the  18th,  M^jor  Cooie  (lately  promoted  from  the  rank  of 
captain)  was  fent  forward  with  a  detachment  of  200  Europeans^  500  Sepoys^ 
one  field-piece,  and  a  haubitzer,  to  reduce  Cutwah^  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
Nabobs  fituated  on  the  bank  of  CaJJimbuzar  river,  about  half  a  mile  in  circum¬ 
ference.  As  he  was  reconnoitring  the  place,  one  of  the  foldiers  of  the  party 
fuddenly  grev/  delirious,  and  while  in  the  agonies  of  death  made  fo  great  a 
noife,  as  to  difcover  to  the  enemy  where  they  were ;  on  which  they  began 
a  brilk  firing,  and  obliged  the  major  for  the  prefent  to  alter  his  poficion  ; 
but  he  prefently  afterwards  made  a  lodgement  on  a  large  baftion,  and  the 
next  day,  after  fome  oppofition,  the  enemy  abandoned  the  fort,  and  left  to 
the  conqueror  1 4  pieces  of  cannon  of  different  calibers,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  grain  and  ammunition. 

When  the  army  was  within  two  days  march  of  Muxadabad^  Colonel 
Clive  received  fome  difagreeable  advices  from  Meer  Jaffier,  which  he  imme¬ 
diately  laid  before  a  council  of  war  fummoned  upon  the  occafion,  the 
majority  of  whofe  members  were  of  the  colonel’s  opinion,  that  he  ought  not 
to  advaoce  any  farther.  He  therefore  halted  where  he  was,  and  lent  an 
exprefs  to  Calcutta^  defiring  frefh  orders.  However,  the  fame  evening 
Colonel  Clive  received  a  fecond  melfage  from  Meer  Jaffier,  alfuring  him  of 
his  due  performance  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  but  informing 
him  that  he  was  fo  furrounded  with  fpies,  as  to  be  obliged  to  afl  with  the* 
greateft  caution.  This  intelligence  foon  determined  the  colonel  to  pufli 
on  and  that  very  night,  without  waiting  for  any  inftrueflions  from  Calcutta^ 
he  gave  orders  for  the  army  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  march  the 
next  morning,  when,  leaving  a  fubaltern  officer  with  all  the  fick  at  Cutwah^ 
he  broke  up  his  camp,  and  marched  towards  the  enemy,  through  water 
.almoft  to  the  foldiers  middles ;  the  rainy  feafon  being  now  let  in.  At  6 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  army  crolfed  the  river,  and  marched  about  two 
miles  farther,  to  a  large  tope  (or  grove)  where  they  halted  till  the  evening : 
about  4  the  next  morning,  the  whole  army  reached  Pla£ey  grove,  after  a 
very  fatiguing  march,  and  through  a  whole  night’s  rain.  Advice  having 
been  brought  to  the  colonel,  on  his  arrival  at  the  grove,  that  the  NahoE-^ 
vanguard,  confifting  of  6000  men,  was  within  three  miles  of  our  army,  he 
ordered  an  advance  guard  of  200  Europeans^  and  300  Sepoys,  with  2  pieces 
of  cannon,  to  poll  themfelves  at  Plajfey  houfe  and  feveral  guards  of  Sepoys., 
at  proper  diftances  from  each  other,  round  the  grove. 

At  day-break  of  the  23d,  the  'Nabobs  army  was  perceived  marching  out 
of  their  lines  towards  the  grove  which  we  were  in  poffelTioii  of.  Their  intent 
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tion  iecmed  to  be  to  lurround  us.  The  colonel  hereupon  formed  his  army  ; 
the  Europeans  he  told  off  in. four  divifions ;  the  iff  he  put  under  the  command 
cf  Major  Kilpatrick^  the  2d  under  Major  Grant,  the  3d  under  Major  Coote, 
and  the  4th  under  Captain  Gaupp.  The  Sepoys  were  formed  on  the  right 
and  left.  PlaJfey-grovQ  is  furrounded  by  a  bank  ;  our  army’s  left  flank 
was  covered  by  Plajfey-houit  and  river,  and  the  right  flank  by  the  grove. 

The  enemy’s  army  kept  marching  towards  ours  in  deep  columns,  fup- 
ported  by  a  large  train  of  artillery  confifting  of  53  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly 
of  18,  24  and  32  pounders.  Their  manoeuvres,  upon  this  occafion,  differed 
materially  from  thofe  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  •,  for  ihftead  of  polling 
their  artillery  all  together,  as  was  their  ufual  pra6lice,  they  difperfed  them 
between  the  divifions  of  their  troops,  and  had  not  above  two  or  three  pieces 
of  cannon  on  a  fpot :  fo  that  an  attack  upon  any  one  part  of  their  artillery, 
could  not  have  been  decifiv’-e.  In  this  order  they  continued  marching  as 
far  as  the  river  would  permit ;  burns  foort  as  their  rear  was  gotten  out  of 
the  camp,  failing  in  their  plan  to  furround  us,  they  halted  •,  and  a  body 
of  about  50  French,  advancing  in  front  of  a  large  detachment  of  their  army 
commanded  by  Meer  Modun  one  of  their  principal  generals,  with  4  pieces 
of  cannon,  lodged  themfelves  within  the  banks  of  a  tank  (or  pond  of  water) 
dillant  from  us  about  600  yards,  and  began  a  brilk  cannonade.. 

Our  little  army  was  at  firfl;  drawn  up  without  the 'bank  which  furrounded- 
the  grove,  but  foon  found  fuch  a  fhower  of  balls  pouring  upon  them  from 
the  enemy’s  cannon,  that  the  colonel  thought  proper  they  fliould  retire 
under  cover  of  the  bank,  leaving  two  field  pieces  without,  while  the  other 
four  were  kept  playing  through  the  breaches  in  the  bank.  Our  left  wing 
was  ftill  covered  by  Plajfey  houfe,  which  was  about  50  yards  dillant,  anff 
clofe  to  the  river  fide. 

'  In  this  fituation,  both  armies  remained  till  about  12  o’clock;  when  a 
heavy  Ihower  of  rain  falling,  the  enemy’s  horfe  advanced,  as  if  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it :  but  when  they  found  that  our  field-pieces  continued  firing, 
notwithftanding  the  rain,  their  ardor  was-  checked.  The  rain  ceafing,  the 
cannonading  continued  till  about  3  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  retired 
without  confufion  to  their  old  camp,  their  artillery  marching  firll.  And 
now,  a  large  corps,  on  the  left  of  our  troops,-  was  feen  moving  in  fuch 
manner,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  their  aim  was  to  poffefs  themfelves 
of  the  village,  to  the  left,.,  againft  us,  or  whether  they  were  friends,  and' 
wanted  to  join  our  army  but  they  proved  afterwards  to  be  friends  under 
Meer  Jaffiers  command ;  hjwever,  as  no  fignal  had  been  agreed  on  (owing, 
to  the  mifearriage  of  a*  melTenger  which  he  had  difpatched  to  the  colonel, 
in  the  morning)  they  were  kept  at  a  dillance  by  our  field-pieces.  After 
this  retreat  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Clive,  leaving  orders  with  Major  Kil¬ 
patrick  to  fend  him  notice  if  the  Flaloh  fliould  make  any  new  motions,  went- 
into  Plajfey -hovik  to  put  on  dry  deaths,  and  confider  whether,  notvvith- 

flanding 


ft.inding  the  fatigue  which  his  troops  had  already  undergone,  he  fliould 
puiTue  the  blow,  by  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Nahoh'^  camp,  or  defer 
It  till  night,  when  he  judged  from  pall  experience  the  fuccels  would  be 
certain. 

During  this  interval,  information  was  brough.t  to  the  colonel,  that  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  our  army,  with  fome  field-pieces,  was  marching  tow^ards  the 
before-mentioned  tank  and  eminence,  at  about  the  difiance  of  600  yards, 
V.  hich  had  been  pofielfed  by  French^  but  who  abandoned  it  when  the 
army  of  Serajah  Do'wlah  retired  to  their  camp.  Colonel  Clive  expreffed  his 
l.urprize,  that  fuch  a  ficp  Ihould  have  been  taken  without  his  orders,  and 
immediately  haftened  after  the  detachment,  which  he  reached  nearly  at 
the  fame  time  it  arrived  at  the  tank.  He  now  found  that  this  detach¬ 
ment  was  commanded  by  Major  Kilpatrick.,  whom  he  at  firfl:  ordered  under 
arrefi  for  fuch  unmilitary  conduft,  but  was  pacified  by  the  major’s  making 
him  an  apology. 

The  colonel  then  ordered  Major  Kilpatrick  back  to  the  grove,  and  took 
^  the  command  of  the  detachment  himlelf,  refolving,  fince  fuch  a  ftep  had 
been  taken,  not  to  make  any  retreat,  but  rather  to  bring  on  a  fecond  adlion 
and  make  it  decifive.  He  therefore  ordered  a  reinforcement  from  the  main 
body  in  the  grove  *,  upon  which  Major  Coote  with  his  detachment  joined  the 
colonel.  The  colonel  then  fent  the  king’s  grenadiers,  and  a  grenadier 
company  of  ^epeys  to  lodge  themfelves  behind  a  bank  that  was  clofe  upon 
■the  enemy’s  lines  *,  from  whence  they  kept  a  continual  fire  with  their  fmall 
arms,  as  did  the  detachment  at  the  tank,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy’s  infantry  and  cavalry  puflicd  out  towards 
•our  feveral  little  bodies  of  troops,  and  Tndeavoured  to  bring  their  heavy 
artillery  to  bear,  but  they  met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  and  loft  fo  many 
draught-oxen  and  drivers,,  that  they  failed  in. their  attempt.  When  the  in¬ 
fantry  and  cavalry  had  faced  our  troops  for  fome  time,  and  flood  a  very 
imart  cannonading,  in  which  they  loft  a  great  number  of  men  and  horfes, 
it  was  obferved  they  were  in  fome  confufion,  and  that  their  elephants  grew 
very  unruly.  The  colonel  took  immediate  advantage  of  this  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  and  fent  orders  to  Major  Coote  to  attack  a  large  body  of  horfe  and- 
foot  upon  a  rifing  ground  at  about  the  diftance  of  1  50  yards,  and  ordered 
another  officer  at  the  fame  time  to  flonp  the  angle  of  the  camp.  Both  tltefe 
attacks  fucceeded,  the  enemy  making  but  a  faint  refiftance  •,  Major  Ccc/<? 
marched  into  their  lines,  and  a  general  rout  enfued  *.  The  afiailants  pur- 
fued  till  it  was  dark,  and  then  halted  at  Doudpere,  a  place  about  6  miles 
diftance  from  the  field  of  battle,  w  here  they  were  joined' by  the  reft  of  the 
.army  from  Pltiffey  grove  under  Major  Kilpatrick,  who  at  the  commencement 

*  Mr.  Shcreditchi  a  midfhipman  of  the  Kent,  was  wounded  by  a  mufket  bullet  which  went 
.through  his  thigh,  as  he  was  eagerly  advancing  to  Ihoot  one  of  the  French  officers  .in  the 
dKahob's  army. 
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of  th€  rout  received  orders  from  the  colonel  to  march. — The  Nabob's  army 
was  computed  to  confift  of  20,000  horfe,  and  40,000  foot :  our  lofs  was  very 
inconfiderable  j  but  he  had  about  500  men  killed,  among  whom  was  Meer 
Modun  (whofe  death  was  the  occafion  of  the  confufion  juft  mentioned)  be- 
fides  3  elephants,  and  a  great  many  horfes.  Their  53  pieces  of  cannon,  of  18, 
24,  and  32  pounders,  fell  into  our  hands,  with  their  camp,  baggage,  ele¬ 
phants,  &c.  &c. 

I  have  been  more  minute  in  the  defcription  of  this  battle  of  Plajfey^ 
than  was  Mr.  Scrafton^  becaufe  fome  perfons  have  taken  great  pains  to- 
mifprefent  it,  with  a  view  to  tarnilh  the  glory  of  Colonel  Clive  on  that 
important  vi<5tory  ;  pretending  that  their  accounts  were  taken  verbatim  from 
Sir  Eyre  C(7(?/^*s  journal,  as  read  by  him  to  the  feleft  committee  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  which  fat  the  preceding  feffions  on  Eaji  India  affairs.  Hav¬ 
ing  therefore  been  lately  favoured  with  the  perufal  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  jour¬ 
nal,  I  can  aver,  that  the  feveral  publications  alluded  to,  are  totally  devoid- 
of  truth  ;  and  the  public  may  be  affured  that  the  defcription  here  given  of 
the  battle,  correfponds  in  every  material  particular  with  that  journal.  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  himfelf  alfo,  in  a  late  converfarion  with  me,  declared,  “  that  the 
publications  before-mentioned  were  abfolutely  falfe*,  that  any  perfon  might  be 
convinced  thereof,  by  appealing  to  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  where  what  was  delivered  by  him  on  this  examination, 
was  committed  to  paper.”  He  alfo  authorifed  me  publicly  to  declare, 
^  that  he  has  on  all  occafions  been  ever  ready  to  do  juftice  to  Lord  Clive's 
merit.” 

While  our  army  was  purfuing,  a  large  body  of  horfe  was  obferved 
on  our  right  *,  after  firing  a  few  fliot  at  them,  a  meffenger  arrived  with, 
a  letter  from  Meer  Jafficr  to  the  colonel,  acquainting  him,  that  the  corps 
was  under  his  command,  and  requefting  an  interview  that  night  or  the 
next  morning.  Accordingly,  the  next  day  he  had  an  intervie'w  with  the 
colonel,  when  after  congratulating  him  on  his  victory,  he  declared  him¬ 
felf  ready  to  perform  the  articles  of  the  treaty  between  them.  The  colonel- 
faluted  him  as  Soubahdar  or  Nabob  of  Bengal^  Bahar^  and  Orixa^  and  ad- 
vifed  him  to  advance  immediately  io  Muxadabad  after  Serajah  Dowlah,  pro- 
mifing  that  he  would  follow  to  fupport  him  with  his  whole  force..  The 
late  Nabob  reached  his  capital,  which  was  20  miles  diftant  from  the  field 
of  battle,  a  few  hours  after  his  defeat:  and  the  next  evening,  not  knowing 
whom  to  truft,  or  what  to  do,  abandoning  himfelf  to  his  fears,,  on  Meer 
Jaffier's  arrival,  he  difguifed  himfelf  in  the  habit  of  a  Faquier^  and  with  one 
or  two  attendants  attempted  to  make  his  efcape..  Meer  Jajjier  immediately 
entered  the  palace,  where  all  was  anarchy  and  confufion  •,  but  prefently,  Mef- 
fieurs  Watts  and  Waljh  arrived  from  the  colonel-  to  pacify  the  inhabitants, 
and  affure  them  of  protection  :  and  on  the  27th  of  "June  Colonel  Clive  him¬ 
felf  made  his  public  entry  into  Muxadabad.  Meer  Jaffier  vifited  the 
colonel  the  next  day,  and  the  29th  Colonel  Clive  went  to  the  palace,  andi 
in.  the  prefence  of  the  Rajahs  and  Grandees  of  the  court,,  he  folemnly. 

X  handed; 
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1757'  handed  him  to  the  Mufnud  or  carpet  and  throne  of  ftate,  where  he  was 

’ — - '  unanimoufly  fainted  Soubahdar  or  Nabobs  and  received  the  fubmiffion  of  all 

prefent.  He  afterwards,  and  as  foon  as  he  was  able,  punftually  fulfilled  the 
feveral  articles  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  ;  and  conferred  upon  the  company,  the 
navy,  and  army,  fuch  liberal  rewards,  as  fully  compenfated  for^the  courage 
and  intrepidity  they  had  exerted  in  his  behalf.  The  remaining  part  of  the 
month  was  fpent  in  fettling  many  important  matters,  confequent  to  fudh  an 
amazing  revolution. 

I . 

'On  the  3d  of  July^  Serajah  Dowlah  the  late  Nabob,  after  wandering 
about,  forfaken  and  almoft  naked,  was  taken  in  his  way  to  Patna,  near 
Rajamaul',  betrayed,  it  is  faid,  by  one  whom  he  had  in  his  profperity 
cruelly  treated,  by  caufing  his  ears  to  be  cut  off ;  The  next  day,  he  was 
brought  back  to  Muxadabad,  and  in  a  few  hours  afterwards,  privately  put 
to  death  by  Meer  JaffiePs,  eldeft  fon,  to  whofe  cuftody  he  was  committed. 
The  father  outwardly  feemed  defirous  of  having  him  confined  for  life  ;  but 
the  fon  and  other  chief  men  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  hazard  fuch  a  ftep 
in  the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  afirairs,  and  therefore,  agreeable  to  the 
cruel  maxims  of  Eajlern  policy,  had  him  murdered  in  prifon,  and  his 
remains  were  expofed  on  an  elephant  round  the  city.  He  had  not  quite 
compleated  his  25th  year,  and  but  one  of  his  reign, <when  he  thus  fell:  an 
exit,  too  fuitable  to  his  fanguinary  difpofition,  and  tj^Vannical  acfs  ! 

'On  the  26th  of  July  the  new  Nabob  fent  prefents,  after  the  cuftom  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  eaft  in  general,  to  the  admiral,  confiding  of  an 
elephant,  two  fine  horfes,  a  rich  Moorijh  drefs  of  gold  gingham,  with  tur¬ 
bans  and  falhes  ;  and  a  fofe  and  plume  compofed  of  diamonds,  rubies, 
fapphires,  and  emeralds,  which  though  not  of  great  value,  made  a  pom¬ 
pous  appearance.  Admiral  Pocock  was  alfo  complimented  with  a  prefent  of 
the  fame  kind.  Admiral  JVatfon  received  the  ambaflfadors  on  this  occafion 
with  mark^  :of  great  refpeft ;  he  made  a  prefent  of  fine  cloth  and  velvet 
to  each  in  return ;  dreffed  his  Ihips,  difplaying  as  many  flags  of  different 
nations  as  could  be  difpofed  of  on  the  yards,  mafts,  and  rigging  of  the 
fliips:*,  fainted  them  with  his  cannon  ;  and  wrote  the  following  congratu¬ 
latory  letter  to  the  Nabob. 


Admiral  Ghari.es  Watson,  the  great  commander  of  the  fleet  belonging  to  the 
mofl  puijfant  King  of  Great  Britain,  irreflible  in  battle  *, — 'Po  the  Nabob 
Shujah  al  Muluk  PIassam  6 Dowlah  Meer  Mahomed-Jaffier  Khan 
Bahadar  Mahabut  Jung. 

“  MIRZA  J AFFIER  BEG,  whom  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  depute  to  me,  has  delivered  me  your  letter  and  the  other  marks  of  friend- 
•fhip,  with  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to  favour  me.  He  has  alfo  fatis- 
:iied  my  defire,  in  giving  me  an  ample  account  of  your  health  and  profperity. 

But 

I 
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But  what  pleafes  me  beyond  exprefllon,  is,  to  hear  that  all  men  rejoice  in  1757, 

them  ;  and  while  they  acknowledge  you  are  worthy  of  them,  pray  for  their  v _ 

continuance.  This  is  a  fatisfadlion  which  your  predecelTor  never  knew,  and 
which  while  it  gives  the  mod  fublime  pleafure  to  a  mind  generous  like 
yours,  promifes  happinefs  to  yourfelf,  and  a  quiet  fucceflion  to  your 
fon. 

How  much  I  and  all  my  countrymen  wifh  it,  can  only  be  known  by 
the  benefits  you  have  conferred  on  us,  the  extent  of  which  can  alone  be 
meafured  by  your  generofity,  and  our  gratitude.  May  day  by  day  make 
known  the  latter  to  your  content,  and  our  honour ^ 


'  )' 
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CHAP.  XI. 

Major  Eyre  Coote’s  expedition  up  'the  Ganges,  in  purfuH  of  Monfieur  Law, 

a>nd  his  party. 

By  the  articles  of  the  capitulation  of  Chandernagore,  the  whole  of  that 
garrifon  were  to  continue  prifoners  of  war ;  but  about  the  time  of  fign- 
ing  th^  treaty,  ^Ir.  Law,  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  made  his  efcape  out 
of  CdJJimbuzar,  and  with  them  marched  northward,  towards  Patna.  At 
that  place,  he  was  protedbed  by  the  late  Nabob  *  ♦,  and  on  our  recommenc¬ 
ing  hoftilities,  Mr.  Law  colleded  together  about  200  of  his  nation,  the 
only  remains  of  the  French  in  Bengal,  to  aflifl-  him  *,  and  which  were  within 
two  days  march  of  the  NaboFs  camp,  when  the  battle  of  Plajfey  was  fought. 
On  receiving  the  news  of  the  defeat,  Mr.  Law  flopped ;  but  hearing  alfo 
of  the  NaboFs  efcape,  he  advanced  again,  and  was  within  a  few  hours 
march  of  joining  him,  when  he  was  taken. 

To  clear  Bengal  entirely  of  fo  reftlefs  an  enemy  to  the  Englijh,  and  the 
new  Nabob’,  on  the  4th  of  July  a  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Major  Archibald  Grant,  of  Colonel  AdlercroFs  regiment,  was  ordered  by 
Colonel  Clive  to  hold  themfefves  in  readinefs  to  go  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law 
and  his  party.  Mootenbeg,  a  Sepoy  officer  in  the  company’s  fervice,  was  fent 
on  before,  with  two  grenadier  companies  of  Sepoys,  as  an  advanced  guard. 
Thefe  orders,  a  few  hours  afterwards  were  countermanded,  and  Major  Eyre 
Coote  was  then  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  the  expedition,  who  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  5th  marched  to  Muxadabad,  and  there  took  on  him  the 
command  of  the  detachment. 

On  the  6th  the  Major  left  Muxadabad  with  223  Europeans,  officers  and 
artillery  included,  2  pieces  of  cannon  6  pounders,  3  companies  of  Sepoys, 
50  Lafcars  or  Indian  failors,  and  10  Marmutty  men,  or  pioneers  to  clear  the 
road  •,  and  the  fame  night  arrived  at  Rumna,  where  he  was  greatly  dif- 
trefled  by  .the  drunkennefs  and  diforder  that  prevailed  among  his  people. 

*  See  Admiral  Wat/on^s  letters  to  the  Nabob  complaining  of  the  protedion  given  to  Mr. 
l.anjo  and  his  party,  p.  143.  Cs’r. 

On 
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On  the  7th,  he  continued  his  rout  by  water ;  only  the  Sepcys  marching  by 
land  on  the  banks  of  the  river :  At  night  he  reached  Chepoua.  The  next 
day  he  went  on  to  Belgutta^  where  meeting  with  the  Dacca  fleet  of  king’s 
boats,  he  thought  it  neceflary,  for  forwarding  the  expedition,  to  get  two 
Bolias  *,  a  Goordore  f,  and  8  7  Dandies  or  boatmen,  from  the  Nazir ^  or  of¬ 
ficer  who  commanded  the  boats,  to  whom  he  gave  a  receipt  for  them. 
After  this,  the  major  left  the  boats  and  European  foldiers  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Captain  Alexander  Grant  (an  officer  in  the  company’s  military  fer- 
vice)  and  puflied  on  by  land,  with  Mr.  JohnJlone,  a  gentleman  in  the  civil 
employment  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  who  now  adted  as  his  fecretary, 
endeavouring  to  get  up  with  the  advanced  body  of  Sepoys.  That  night  he 
arrived  at  Sooty ^  a  place  fituate  at  the  conflux  of  the  Ganges  and  Cajfmhuzar* 
river.  On  the  9th  the  major  quitted  Sooty.,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  fame 
day  got  into  a  creek  near  to  Dogatchy.  Captain  Grant,  with  the  Europeans, 
lay  by  at  Cogatchy.  The  next  morning  the  major  joined  Mootenheg  with 
the  advanced  party  of  two  grenadier  companies  of  Sepoys,  who  had  been 
before  reinforced  with  about  120  horfe  and  7  gunmen,  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  two  of  the  Nabob's  Jamedars  or  military  officers. 
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The  major  had  an  interview  at  Dogatchy  with  Doad  Khan,  brother  of 
Nabob  Jaffier  Ali  Khan,  who  informed  him,  that  Mr.  Law  and  his  detach¬ 
ment  had  left  Eeriagurry  but  a  few  days  before.  He  then  puflied  on  with 
the  Sepoys  to  Rajemauh,  where  Duan  Siburtray  Ihewed  him  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Law,  dated  the  6th,  from  Baghelpoor,  acquainting  him  with  his  arrival 
at  that  place,  and  that  he  intended  to  proceed  by  flow  marches  to  Patna,  at 
which  place  he  expeded  to  receive  a  Perwannah  iromMeer  Jaffier,  and  to  that 
end  had  inclofed  an  Arzy  or  petition  to  that  Nabob.  The  major  took  pof- 
feffion  of  this,  and  inclofed  it  in  a  letter  to  Colonel  Clive  the  fame  night ; 
which  letter  informed  him  likewife,  “  that  the  two  Jamedars  having  received 
no  orders  to  advance  with  him,  had  refufed  to  go  any  farther  •,  and  that 
the  Phoufdar,  or  chief  magiftrate  of  the  diftrid,  who  had  promifed  to  have 
500  gunmen  and  100  horfemen  ready  in  the  morning  to  reinforce  the  par¬ 
ties  already  polled  at  the  palfes  of  Sicarigully,  and  Leriagurry,  had  been 
worfe  than  his  word,  pretending  that  thofe  two  places  were  already  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured,  200  gunmen  and  40  horfe  being  ftationed  at  the  former, 
and  50  gunmen  and  1 5  horfe  at  the  latter The  major  concluded,  with 
requeuing  the  colonel’s  orders  concerning  one  Alexander  Saufure,  a  Swifs, 
whom  the  Sepoys  had  apprehended  difguifed  in  a  Moor's  drefs.  This  ex- 
prefs  packet  was  fent  to  Captain  Grant,  to  be  forwarded  by  him  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Clive,  and  the  captain  at  the  fame  time  was  exprefly  ordered  by  the 
major  to  come  up  and  join  him  with  all  expedition. 


*  Indian  boats,  very  long,  but  fo  narrow,  that  only  one  man  can  fit  in  them  abreaft. 
They  carry  however  a  multitude  of  rowers,  and  are  remarkable  for  their  fwiftnefs. 

t  A  veflel  pufhed  on  by  paddles. 


On 
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On  the  nth  the  major  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Grant,  on  this  fi’de 
Dogatchy,  acquainting  him  with  the  lofs  of  the  boat  which  carried  the  ar^ 
rack  de fig ned  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  and  that  the  whole  fleet  was  in 
great  diflrefs  for  want  of  proper  tackle  and  dandies-,  but  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  join  the  major  fome  time  in  the  night  with  the  light  boats  only.  On 
the  receipt  of  this,  the  major  was  again  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Phoufdar,  - 
who  promis’d  to  procure  him  fome  country  arrack,  lo  light  boats,  500  ad¬ 
ditional  dandies,  and  ropes  for  tackling  :  But  on  his  being  reminded  of  his 
late  promife  of  afllfling  the  major  with  a  body  of  men,  he  defired  to  be 
excufed,  telling  him  his  troops  were  fo  difperfed  in  different  quarters,  it 
was  impolTible  to  colled:  them  together  j  but,  if  that  had  not  been  the  cafe; , 
he  fhould  never  have  prevailed  on  them  to  march,  unlefs  the  two  months 
arrears  which  were  then  due  to  them  from  the  Nabob  were  firfl:  paid.  ■  The 
major  advifed  the  colonel  of  all  thefe  difficulties  by  letter,  earneftly  defiring 
him  to  procure  proper  orders  from  the  Nabob  to  the  'Jamedars  2.vA  other 

officers  of  the  places  he  was  to  pafs  through,  to  fupply  him  with  all  the 

neceffaries  he  might  ftand  in  need  of. — Captain  Grant,  agreeable  to  the 
hopes  he  had  given  him,  joined  the  major  this  night  with  all  the  boats,  ex* 
cept  that  v/hich  carried  the  ammunition,  and  a  tumbril-boat,  of  which  no* 
tidings  could' be  learned. 

The  next  day.  Major  Coote  fent  out  fome  parties  in  fcarch  of  the  boats, 
that  were  miffing,  and  employed  all  the  caulkers  and  carpenters  that  could 
poffibly  be  procured,  in  refitting  the  other  boats.  The  Phoufdar  again 
aflTured  him,  that  he  had  difpatched  people  every  where  to  colledl:  the  boats  . 
and  dandies  he  had  promifed,  and  faid  he  made  not  the  leaft  doubt  but 

they  would  be  all  ready  the  next  day.  At  night  the  major  had  the  fatis* 

fa(5lion  to  be  joined  by  the  ammunition  and  tumbril-boats,  both  of  which 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  loft. — At  the  fame  time,  he  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Clive,  ordering  him  to  follow  Mr.  Law  2^^  far  as  Patna,  if  he 
could  not  come  up  with  him  fooner. . 

The  13  th,  Serjeant  having  reported,  that  the  prifoner 

Saufure,  (who  at  firft  came  from  Europe  to  Bombay  as  a  volunteer,  in  a  Swifi  . 
company  of  foldiers,  but  foon  after  left  our  Eaji  India  company’s  fervice) 
had  been  endeavouring  to  perfuade  him  to  defert,  and  carry  over  with  him 
as  many  men  as  he  could- to  the  French,  and  that  he  had  -  alfo- difclofed  to  . 
him  a  fcheme  he  had  formed  for  his  efcape,  by  the  connivance  of  the  Sepoj, 
who  was  centinel  over  him  5  and  farther,  that  he  had  communicated  to  him  the 
contents  of  a  letter  which  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Law,  giving  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  Englijh.  detachment^  and  of  its  force ;  the-  majors 
on  the  ferjeant’s  information,  fent  Lieutenant  Fladion  to  the  prifoner,  who 
took  from  him  a  letter  addrefled  to  Mr.  Law,  and  another  to  fome  other  per- . 
fon.  From  the  laft  letter  it  appeared,  that  Saufure  had  been  formerly  in  the 
Dutch  fervice  at  Batavia,  where  he  had  killed  one  officer,  and  wounded 
two  others  in  different  duels  j  that  he  ,  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
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to  Pondicherry,  but  lately,  upon  account  of  a  rencounter  of  the  fame  kind,  *757* 
he  had  been  obliged  to  leave  that  place  alfo,  in  a  Banijh  fhip  bound  to  “v-*-' 
Bengal,  and  that  juft  before  the  battle  of  Plajfey  he  had.  joined  the  few 
French  who  were  then  at  CaJJimbuzar,  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Law,  he  gave 
an  account  of  that  battle  •,  the  defeat  oi*Serajah  Dowlah,  with  his  confufion 
and  perturbation  of  mind  after  the  death  of  Meer  Modun  his  chief  general, 
and  finally,  his  flight  from  his  capital.  He  added,  that  had  himfelf, 
previous  to  the  atftion,  been  fupported  with  4000  men  as  an  advanced 
guard,  and  which  the  Nabob  had  actually  promifed  him,  he  would  have 
prevented  the  little  EngliJJo  army  from  taking  polTefiion  of  Plajj'ey  grove  *, 
to  which,  and  to  his  not  being  properly  fupported  in  the  tank,  where 
he  had  placed  the  few  Frenchmen  who  were  with  him,  he  attributed  the 
lofs  of  the  battle.  —  He  went  on  with  faying,  that  he  had  propofed  to 
Monf.  St.  Frais,  the  commander  of  the  French  troops,  to  march  with 
his  handful  of  forces  up  the  country,  with  a  view  of  joining  Mr.  Law, 
but  St.  Frais  anfwered,.  it  was  impradicable,  and  therefore  defired  his 
people  to  difperfe,  and  take  the  beft  care  they  could  of  themfelves.  He 
added,  that  he  had  defignedly  fecreted  himfelf  until  Major  Coote  had 
began  his  march ;  and  advifed  Mr.  Law  to  get  a  paflport  from  Meer  Jaffier 
to  fecure  him  a  fafe  and  uninterrupted  paflage  through  his  country,  though 
He  acknowledged,  that  the  Nabob,  influenced  by  Colonel  Clive,  had  adlually 
difpatched  orders  to  the  Nabob  of  Patna  for  detaining  him  and  his  party 
on  their  march.  However,  faid  he  “You,  Sir,  have  it  in  your  power,  with 
“  the  troops  under  your  command,  to  get  the  better  of  the  Englijh  detach- 
“  ment,  who  are  now  in  purfuit  of  you.  In  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  you 
“  may  entirely  change  the  face  of  affairs  here.  Your  name  is  in  high 

repute  among  the  Moors,  and  the  military  reputation  of  Mr.  BuJJy  is  fo 
“  great  and  dreaded,  that  this  party  muft  inftantly  fly  at  his  very  name.” 

He  proceeded  with  advifing  Mr.  Law,  by  a  counter-march,  to  attack  our 
troops  in  the  night-time,  in  a  certain  place  which  he  particularly  deferibed  v 
affuring  him,  that  by  fuch  a  coup  he  might  eafily  kill  or  make  prifoners  all 
the  officers,  efpecially  thole  of  the  Sepoys,  who  were  more  addifted  to 
drunkennefs  than  even  the  Euro'peans  themfelves.^ — He  concluded  his  letter 
with  thefe  words :  “  I  wifhed  to  have  delivered  to  you  in  perfon  this  intelli- 
“  gence,  but  on  the  third  day  of  my  journey,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
“  arrefted,  difguifed  like  a  Moor :  I  ffiall  do  every  thing  in  my  power 
“  however  to  make  my  efcape ;  for  which  purpofe  I  beg  you  to  fend  with 
“  the  bearer,  a  good  Alcara  *,  who  underftands  the  Portuguefe  language. — 

“  The  Englift)  arrived  dXRajamaul  the  iith  inftant.” 

The  prifoner  being  brought  before  Major  Coote  and  the  other  officers, 
acknowledged  the  above  letters  to  have  been  written  with  his  own  hand  ; 
and  having  nothing  to  plead  in  his  defence,  was  judged  unanimoufly  to  be 
deferving  of  death,  as  a  fpy  ;  and  the  major  thinking  it  proper  to  carry  the 
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1757.  fentence  into  itpmediate  execution,  he  was  accordingly  hanged  in  the  front 
-*  of  the  battalion.  The  Siipoy  whom  he  had  feduced,  was  tried  the  next  day 
by  a  court-martial  compol'ed  of  Stthadars  *  and  Jamedars^  who  finding  him 
guilty  of  confenting  to  connive  at,  and  Alexatider  Saufure  in  making  his 
elcape,  ordered  him  500  lalhes-  with  a  ratan,  and  to  be  turned  out  of  the 
fcrvice. 

The  Phoufdar^  reprefenting  to  the  major,  that  he  could  not  aflure  him  of 
the  boats  and  dandies  before  the  enfuing  night,  and  exprefsly  promifing 
that  every  thing  fhould  be  then  ready,  the  major  thought  it  moft  advifable 
to  poftpone  his  march  till  the  15th  in.  the  morning.  When  this  day  arrived,, 
he  found  himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  necefiity  of  putting  off  from  Raja- 
waul  in  the  fame  embarrafled  condition  he  arrived  there  ♦,  the  Phoufdar  and^ 
Vuan  an  officer  next  in  command,  having  negleded  to  procure  him  the* 
boats  and  dandies  which  they  had  fo  faithfully  promifed,  and  in  the  former 
of  which  he  intended  to  have  embarked  the  Sepoys.  This  body  of  troops 
therefore  were  ftill  obliged  to  march  on  by  land,  and  at  night  arrived  at: 
SicariguUyy  where  they  joined  the  major*,  who  had  a  little  before  arrived 
there  with  the  other  part  of  the  detachment,  excepting  1 1  boats  that  were 
under  the  command  of  the  officer  of  the  rear-guard,,  and  who  could  not 
get  up  that  night  through  want  of  a  fufficient  number  of  dandies  to  track 
againft  the  current.  At  SicariguUyy.  the  major  vifited  the  pafs  of  that 
name,  which  is  a  road  from  about  9  to  12  feet  wide,  cut  through  a 
rock,  and  covered  on  each  fide  by  an  impenetrable  Jungle  or  coppice,., 
while  a  rivulet  or  water-courfe,  very  hollow  and  impaffable,  runs .  near  to* 
the  Futtacks  or  gate  ;  if  a  ball  was  difeharged  here,  it  could  not  go  above- 
100  yards  in  a  line,  the  road  every  where  abounding  with  fo  many  intri¬ 
cate  windings.  In  this  pafs  too,  fuch  deep  bread- works  and  trenches  are 
thrown  up,  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  force  a  paffage,.  if  well  de¬ 
fended.  The  King's  Road  is  faid  to  be  eafier  of  accefs  than  this,  and  lies 
about  a  mile  nearer  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  major  went  alfo  to. 
fee  the  tomb  of  Seid  Ahmud  Mahdaomy  which  (lands  upon  the  top  of  the 
rock,  and  was  built  ai^he  expence  of  Sharejhe  Khany  uncle  to  the  famous 
Aurengzehe  t  here  he  received  a  vifit  from  the  JamedaVy  who  promifed  to 
procure  him  a  freffi  fupply  of  dandiesy  affuring  him  .  however  at  the 
fame  time,  that  xht  French  party  he  was  in  purfuit  of,  were  already  got¬ 
ten  beyond  Patna. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  major  left  SicariguUyy  and  on  his  2st\w2\'  2X.  Goujapoory 
was  complimented  with  a  vifit  from  the  Duan  and  Jamedar  of  Teriagurry' 
pafs ;  who  informed  him,  that  the  French  had  halted  there  two  days,  at 
the  time  Serajah  JDowlah  was  prifoner  at  Rajamaulx  and  that  upon  the 
Jamedar' s  affuring  them,  that  no  kind  of  affiltance  would  be  given  them,, 
ihould  they  perfift  to  advance  farther  down  the  river,  they  had  returned* 
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back;  and  be  added,  that  the  prefent  Meer  Jaffiery  had  done  him  1757- 

the  honour  to  thank  him,  for  having  rendered  to  him  and  his  people  fo 
acceptable  a  fervice.  The  major  foon  afterwards  proceeded  on  to  Tm- 
{igurry  pafs.  This  is  only  a  wall  carried  on  from  the  brink  of  the  river 
(which  at  this  place  is  prodigioufly  rapid)  to  the  foot  of  the  mountam, 
and  is  almoft  impaflable,  being  covered,  like  that  at  Sicarigutty^  with  thick 
woods  and  Jungle ;  and  hath  this  farther  impediment,  that  very  near  to 
the  wall,  runs  a  rivulet,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  feemingly  impracticable 
to  pafs  over.  The  baftions  are  without  parapets,  having  eight  fides  that 
are  not  eight  feet  wide,  and  they  have  contrived  to  build  the  walls  fo 
artfully,  that  the  rivulet  ferves  for  a  ditch  in  front.  The  baftion-wall, 
which  is  about  14  feet  high,  and  50  yards  long,  entirely  commands  the 
river,  which  though  it  be  ^  of  a  mile  broad  here,  yet  the  current  is  fuch 
as  to  carry  all  boats  clofe  under  the  platform. 

The  major  arrived  this  night  at  Shahahad',  where  being  informed  by 
Mootenbegy  who  commanded  the  Sepoys,  that  the  French  were  a  little  beyond 
BpghelpooVy  he  difpatched  two  Hircars  or  fpies  for  more  certain  intelligencej 
detaching  at  the  fame  time  100  Sefoys  with  orders  to  endeavour  to  overtake 
them,  to  fire  into  their  boats,  and  fo  harrafs  them,  as  to  give  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  coming  up  with  them. 

On  the  17th  the  major  left  Shahabad  at  day-break,  and  at  lO  o’clock 
arrived  at  Pyntaby,  which  is  a  pretty  ftrong  poft  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  in 
which  are  quarries  of  lime.  He  here  vifited  the  tomb  of  Shah  Cmnmul\ 
and  w'as  told  by  the  NabcFs  Peons  who  were  quartered  in  the  place,  that 
the  French  had  left  it  about  ten  days  before.  On  this  intelligence,  the 
major  continued  to  pulh  on,  and  leaving  Bolgutta  on  his  left,  rowed  up  to 
Calgaw-Nullay  and  arrived  in  the  evening  with  fome  of  the  light  boats  at 
CalgcWy  v^here  the  relt  of  his  troops  did  not  get  up  till  midnight,  and 
the  next  morning.  The  fituation  of'  Bolgutta  is  moft  delightful,  but  what 
greatly  adds  to  the  beauty  and  pleafure  of  the  place  and  profped,  is, 
in  the  river  near  to  it,  are  feveral  large  rocks,  which  in  the  dry  fealbn  caufe 
a  great  fall  of  water  and  fome  very  fine  cafcades.  The  Sepoys  made  heavy 
complaints  here  of  the  fatigues  they  had  undergone,  by  fuch  long  and  con* 
tinued  marches  through  bad  roads  and  the  Dandies  declared,  that  they 
could  work  no  longer  at  the  rate  they  had  hitherto  puflied  forwards :  the 
major  therefore,  to  filence  all  complaints,  and  to  induce  them  to  go  on 
without  delay,  was  obliged  to  make  each  of  them  a  prefent  in  money. 

This  day,  a  Coajl-Sepoy  joined  Mootenbeg  on  the  march,  who  told  the 
major  that  he  had  deferted  from  the  French,  and  left  them  about  ten 
days  before,  encamped  at  Mongheer,  to  the  number  of  about  140  Eu^ 
ropeans,  and  90  Sepoys,  with  three  pieces  of  cannon;  that  all  the  men 
were  well  armed,  but  in  great  want  of  money ;  that  he  and  feveral  others 
who  were  at  Chandernagore  when  it  was  taken,  though  allowed  to’  go  where 
they  pleafed,  chofe  to  join  Mr.  Law\  but  that  having  had  fome  words  with 
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1757.  }\\%Jamedar^>'2xA  not  having  received  his  pay  with  any  kind  of  pun(fl;Liality> 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  quitting  the  Frenchy  and  offering  his  fervicc  to 
the  FngUJh.  While  the  major  continued  at  Calgow,  he  received  alfo  a 
vifit  from  the  Phoufdar  of  that  place,  who  told  him,  the  French  party  were 
arrived  at  the  fort  of  MongheeVy  where  they  were  coliefling  all  kinds  of 
provifions  and  ftores,  for  which  however  they  paid  a  double  price  :  He 
added,  they  were  enabled  to  do  this,  having  received  a  little  while  before,, 
10,000  rupees  by  Serajah  DowlaFs  orders,  from  the  town  of  Mongheer  \ 
and  that  even  at  this  time,  they  were  in  no  want  of  money. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  boats  being  almofl;  all  come  up,  the  major  proceeded  on 
to  BagheTpoor.  Here,  he  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Clive^y  dated  the  13th 
at  noon,  in  which  were  inclofed  others  from  Nabob  to  the  Rajahs^y 

JamedarSy  and  PhoufdarSy  ordering  them  to  fupply  the  major  with  every  thing 
he  flood  in  need  of.  The  colonel  had  likewife  taken  care  to  inclofe  the 
Nabob's  Perwannahy  direfling  the  feveral  Jamedars  in  particular,  to  obey  the- 
major’s  commands*,  in  confequence  of  which,  Mr.  Coote  fent  for  Mirza 
Kelbealyy  the  fon  of  Ala  Ku!y  Khany  the  Phoufdar  of  Baghelpoory  and  after  hav¬ 
ing  delivered  to  him  iht  Nabob's  letter,  helhewed  him  the  Perwannah  he  had 
received  to  command  all  Nabob's  forces.  He  then  demanded  60  horfe 
of  him,  which  he  readily  promifed  to  furnifh,  and  alfor  that  they  fliould 
be  in  readinefs  to  march  the  next  morning.  The  major  afterwards, 
put  into  his  hands,  (to  be  forwarded  by  him)  the  Nabob's  Perwannahy  and  a* 
letter  of  his  own,  addreffed  to  the  Rajah  of  Caruckpoory  demanding  of  him 
200  horfe,  which  he  faid  he  expeded  fhould  join  him  in  two  days  at 
Mongheer.  The  major  likewife  delivered  to  him  another  Perwannahy  inclofed. 
in  a  letter  from  himfelf  to  the  Jamedar  of  Bhary  requiring  him,  on  tha 
fuppofifion  of  the  French  being  at  that  place,  to  diftrds  them  by  burning- 
their  boats,  and  throwing  every  other  impediment  in  their  way,,  that, 
might  detain  them  till  he  himfelf  could  get  up.  Rut  at  midnight,  the 
major  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  PearkeSy  our  company’s  chief  diZ.Patnay 
dated  the  i6tb,  in  which  he  informed  him,,  that  the  French  had  paffed  by 
that  city,  and  were  going  on  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the  province. 
Their  force,  he  faid,  confifted  of  about  100  EuropeanSy  Coaji  and  4Q> 
Bengal  Sepoys,  8  field-pieces,,,  and  9  patceraroes.. 

On  the  19th  the  major  put  off  with  his  boats  from  Baghelpoor,  Having  fent 
on  the  Sepoys  by  land.  The  fame  day  he  vifited  Mirza  Kelbealyy  and  defired. 
of  him  40  Dandies  to  enable  his  troops  to  go  on  with  the  greater  difpatch 
in  purfuit  of  the  French. — Here  he  faw  a  Mofque  built  by  Shah  Zada,  moft 
beautifully  fituated  on  an  high  rock,  by  the  river’s  fide:  alfo  a^.  pretty,, 
romantic  houfe  on  the  top  of  a  Hill  higher  rock  in  the  middle  of  the 
river,  with  a  number  of  figures  cut  in,  the  rock.  This  very  agreeable 
manfion  was  inhabited  by  FaquierSy  who*  feemed  to  think  that  they  did. 
the  major,  great  honour  by  accepting  of  fome  money  from  him.  Soon 
afterwards  he  paffed  by  Sattangunge  a  neighbouring  town,;  and  lay  that 
sight  at  j[ehanguira.  From  hence,  he  wrote  to  Rajah  Ramnarain,  Ndbch 
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!t>f  Pdtna^  definng  him  to  oppofe  the  French,  and  to  prevent  their  going  1757. 
•farther  up  the  river;  and  aifo  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pearkes,  mclofing  a  number 
of  papers  calculated  to  induce  the  French  troops  to  deiert,  which  he  defired, 
if  poflible,  he  would  get  dropt  in  the  French  camp.  On  the  20th  the 
major  left  Jehanguira,  and  on  his  arrival  at  GcMg‘al-iS!uIla,  was  joined  by 
Mirza  Kelhealy  with  60  horfe,  and  a  party  of  Buxerries  or  matchlock  foldiers. 

He  alfo  this  day  met  Agah  Meer,  a  Faqtder,  who  told  him,  that  he  left 
Patna  but  three  days  before,  and  the  French  were  then  at  a  garden- 
houfe,  three  Cofs  or  fix  Englijh  miles  from  that  city.  Late  this  night,  the 
major  arrived  at  Mongheer  fort,  and  on  the  Duan's  vifiting  him,  he  demanded 
of  him  Dandies  and  100  trackers  *,  having  been  difappointed  in  receiving 
thofe  he  expeded  from  Mirza  Kelhealy. — A  grenadier-boat,  and  a  tumbril 
boat,  and  the  rear-guard  did  not  get  up  with  him  this  night.  The  2 iff, 
the  officer  of  the  rear-guatd  having  joined  the  major,  and  reported  that  the 
two. boats  which  did  not  get  up  the  preceding  night,  were  a  ground  upon 
a  ffioal,  an  officer  and  30  Dandies,  furniffied  by  the  Duan,  were  ordered  to 
go  and  affift  in  getting  them  off. 

In  this  interval,  the  major,  accompanied  by  fome  of  his  officers,  went  to 
take  a  view  of  the  fort,  but  unexpededly  found  the  gate  ffiut  againft  them, 
and  that  r.o  admittance  was  to  be  gained,  though  the  Duan  made  one  of 
the  company,  who  feemed  greatly  difconcerted  at  this  feeming  incivility. 

On  the  major  and  his  attendants  approaching  very  near  to  the  gate,  he 
perceived  the  garrifon  to  be  fo  much  alarmed,  or  fo  hoftile  in  their  inten¬ 
tions,  as  to  be  actually  lighting  their  matches ;  on  which  he  refolved 
only  to  walk  round  the  fort,  which  was  three  miles  in  circumference,  but 
badly  flanked  *,  the  wall,  though  pretty  high  and  faced  with  (lone,  was 
to  the  land-fide  ruinous  in  many  places,  and  might  eafily  be  fcaJed. 

The  wall  is  alfo  overlooked  in  fome  parts  by  an.  high  bank  at  the  diftance 
of  but  fixty  yards.  The  current  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  fort,  is  fo 
very  rapid,  that  boats  are  carried  down  at  leaft  two  miles  in  crofling  only 
to  the  oppofite  fide.  The  major  however  was  not  deterred  from  making 
the  attempt  *,  and  though  he  had  the  good  luck  to  get  over  fafe,  yet 
one  of  his  boats  with  fome  Sepoys  was  overfet,  by  which  accident  one 
man  was  drowned,  and  five  {lands  of  arms  entirely  loft.  Many  of  the  other 
boats  not  joining  the  major  in  the  night,  he  came  to  a  refolution  of 
croffing  the  river  again,  and  afterwards  lay  to,  in  order  to  give  his  people 
an  opportunity  of  getting  up  with  him.  Finding  however  that  the  Sepoys 
were  advanced  three  Cofs  beyond  Nabohgunge,  he  pulhed  on,  and  in  very 
little  time  arrived  at  Hybutgimge. 

On  the  22d,  the  major  put  off  from  Hyhutgunge%  having  firfl:  written  a 
letter:  to  Colonel  Clive,  acquainting  him  that  he  fhould  follow  Mr.  Law 
until  he  received  his  orders  to  the  contrary.  ajib  forwarded'  to  the 

*  Men  to  draw  the  boats  np  by  the  help  of  ropes, 
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*757»  colonel  a  letter  he  had  juft  before  received  from  Mr.  Pearkes,  the  contents 
of  which  informed  him,  that  the  French  had  advanced  ‘^  Cofs  beyond  Chup- 
rah^  from  whence  they  could  eafily  make  their  efcape  out  of  the  province 
as  they  were  not  above  5  Cofs  diftant  from  the  territories  of  Sujah  Fowlah^ 
JSfahob  of  Oude.  The  major  lay  this  night  at  Nahobgunge^  and  was  joined 
at  midnight  by  the  rear-guard.  In  the  mean  time,  part  of  the  boats  paOed- 
by,  without  touching  at  Nabobgunge,  and  got  as  far  as  Lutchinpoor.  On 
the  23d,  at  day-break,  the  major  left  Nabobgunge^  and  foon  after,  his  Bud- 
gerow  *  by  the  force  of  the  wind  and  current,  was  driven  afhore  at  Rhua 
Nulla ;  there  he  left  her  to  be  refitted,  and  proceeded  on  foot  to  Lutchin¬ 
poor  ^  where  he  joined  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  and  the  Sepoys, — Then  putting 
off  from  Lutchinpoor^  he  reached  Bharrai  by  five  in  the  afternoon.  The 
major  now  confidering  the  great  rifk  his  boats  had  already  run,  and  ftill  would, 
from  the  dangerous  navigation  of  the  river,  and  that  a  few  more  fuch 
accidents,  would  inevitably  bring  on  the  ruin  of  the  whole  expedition 
he  judged  it  neceifary  to  order  the  troops,  with  the  ammunition  and  artil¬ 
lery,  to  difembark,  and  then  putting  himfelf  at  their  head,  he  marched, 
three  Cofs  over  land,  which  brought  him  to  Dirriapoor ;  the  artillery  was, 
drawn,  and  ammunition  carried,  by  his  foldiers.  On  the.  24th  he  marched 
with  his  whole  little  army  from  Dirriapoor  to  Purraruck,,  which  places  are 
diftant  about  20  Englijh  miles  from  each  other.  The  European  foldiers  during: 
this  march,  expreffed  the  greateft  difcontent,  complained  of  the  fatigues, 
they  had  gone  through,,  and  the  many  hardfhips  they  had  fuffered,  by  the- 
want  of  flioes  and  arrack,  and  at  laft  pofitively  refufed  to  go  any  farther. 
The  major  finding  the  men  in  a  difpofition  to  mutiny,  and  perceiving  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  wind  and  river  were  more  favourable  than  they  had. 
lately  experienced,  thought  it  advifable  to  re-embark  the  European  troops,, 
but  putting  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Sepoys,  he  marched  with  them  to> 
Bhar,  which  was  three  Cofs  farther,- 

On  the  European  troops  arrival  ztBhar,  the  major  fent  fome  of  the  fer-- 
leants  with  a  meffage  to  them,  reminding  them  of  the  favours  he  had  con¬ 
ferred,  and  how  ready  he  had. been  to  oblige  them  upon  ali  occafions;  and. 
how  fenfible  he  was  of  their  prefent  bad  behaviour ;  and  concluded,  with 
a'fTuring  them,  that,  if  they  did  not  prefently  amend,  he  certainly  would 
reprefent  their  eondufl;  to  Colonel  Clive,  and  the  reft  of  the  army,  and. 
leave  them  behind  him  at  Patna.  They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  “they. 
“  fhould  look  upon  the  latter  part  of  the  difgrace  as  the  moft  defirable- 
“  event  that  could  happen  to  them,  fince  they  were  perfuaded,  that  their. 
“  officers  intention  was  to  kill  them  in  order  to  put  their  prize-money  into* 
“  their  own  pockets.”  —  The  ferjeants  told  the  major,  there  was  nothing 
9ew  in  their,  prefent  behaviour,  for  that  they  had  been  grumbling  during 
the  whole  expedition, — The  major,  forty  to  find  his  remonftrances,  had  no  - 
efleft  on  thefe  fellows,  wrote  a  letter  to  Colonel  Clive,  informing  him, , 

*  One  of  the  moft  convenient  boats  to  be  foend  in  this  country.  ^ 
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that  if  on  his  arrival  at  Vatna  he  fliould  find  Mr.  haw  and  his  party  were  1757. 
ftill  within  the  bounds  of  the  NaboFs  country,  he  then  propofed  to  go  on 
in  the  purfuit  of  them  with  only  the  Sepoys,  leaving  the  Europeans  (who 
in  their  prefent  temper  he  thought  could  not  be  depended  upon)  to  follow 
liy  eafy  marches  under  the  command  of  Captain  Grant',  and  requefted  his 
pofitive  orders,  whether  if  the  NaboFs  forces  refuted  to  accompany  him,  he 
Ihould  with  the  Sepoys  only,  purfue  the  French  into  the  next  province. 

On  the  25th  the  major  reached  Bykulpoor,  diftant  from  Bhar  10  Cofs, 
and  there  received’ a  letter  from  Ramnarain,  Nabob  of  Patna,  exprefiing  his 
iineafinefs  at  not  having  had  any  letters  from  him,  or  more  early  advice  of 
his  arrival  in  his  province ;  adding,  that  he  had  fent  out  fome  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  men  to  meet  him,  and  conduct  him  in-to  the  city.  Soon  after  this,^ 
a  relation  of  the  RajaFs  waited  upon  the  major,  who  aflured  him,  that 
Ramnarain  had  fent  2000  men;  after  the  French,  but  they  unluckily  were 
gotten,  out  of  the  province.  This  news  was  afterwards  attempted  to  be  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  fecond  letter  the  major  received  from  Ramnarain  himfelf^ 
in  which  he  declared,  had  he  been  advifed  in  time,  he  could  eafily  have 
itopped  the  French,  but  as  that  was  now  impradticable,,  he  would  on 
the  major’s  arrival  in  the  city,  confult  with  him  about  the  beft  methods, 
which  were  in  future  to  be  purfued.  Major  Coote  anfwered,  that  he 
fiiould  be  at  Patka  the  next  day,  and  would  then  wait  upon  him,  and 
with  his  advice  fettle  his  plan  of  operations.  The  hutch  chief  was  pleafed’ 
to  fend  his  fecond,  in  the  State  Budgerow,  to  attend  the  major  and  con- 
dufb  him  into  the  city.  Mr.  Pearkes'd\(o  took  this  opportunity  of  waiting- 
upon  him. 

On  the  25th,  Mr.  C'oorte,  havmg  fent  on^the  Sepoys  and  artillery  by  land,- 
put  off  with  the  fleet,  and  at  ten,  arrived  at  the  Englifa  faflory,  where  he 
quartered  all  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys.  In  paffmg  by  the  hutch  factory, 
he  was  faluted  with  21  guns,  and  had  a  vifit  from  Mr.  helatour  the  hutch' 
chief.  Here  a  letter  under  the  ma(k.of  complaifance  was  brought  him  from 
Ramnarain',  the  purport  of  which  was  to  defire  him,  as  the  hour  was 
late,  and  as  the  major  could  not  but  be  greatly  fatigued,  that  his  vifit 
might  be  deferred  till  the  next  morning.. 

Burin  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  as  if  intended  to  prevent  all  ami¬ 
cable  intercourfe,  three  of  the  major’s  Sepoys  and  the  European  butcher  with> 
three  of  his  attendants,  bringing  in  fome  bullocks  from  the  *  Bazar,  were 
without  any  provocation,  knocked  down,  beaten,  and  wounded.  The  major, 
on  his  being  informed  of  this  outrage,  fent  Mirza  Kilbealy,  to  the  Rajah  to> 
complain  of  it  *,  declaring,  that  until  he  fhould  be  informed  what  was  the 
reafon  for  that  treatment,  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  provide  for  his> 
own  fafety  ;  Ramnarain  plaufibly  anfwered,  he  was  forry  for  what  had  ■‘hap* 
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*757*  fliould  he  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  find  out  the  guilty  perfons,  he 

w-y— would  certainly  fend  them  to  the  major  to  be  puniflied.  On  the  27tli 
Major  wrote  to  Colonel  Clive^  informing  him  of  the  feveral  occur- 
Tences,  and  of  the  Nabob’s^  declining  to  fee  him.  After  he  had  finiflied  his  let¬ 
ter,  Mahmud  Ami  Kha7t  (who,  with  many  other  men  of  diftinguifhed 

rank,  though  not  in  the  command  of  a  province,  was  commonly  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Nabob)  and  Meer  Cajfm  *,  the  one  the  brother-in-law,  and 
the  other  the  brother  of  Jaffier  AH  Khan  :  At  night,  both  thefe  gentlemen, 
attended  by  fome  of  the  chief  Jamedars^  returned  the  major’s  vifit,  and 
had  a  conference  with  him  in  private.  The  fubftance  of  what  Mahmud 
Ami  Khan  faid,  touching  the  dependance  the  major  ought  to  place  on  the 
friendfliip  of  Ram7iarain^  was  to  the  following  purport;  “  that  Ramnarain\ 
views  were  to  make  himfelf  independant  of  the  Soubahdar  Meer  Jaffier^  and 
that  he  had  the  night  before  been  advifed  in  council  to  fall  upon  the 
major  unawares,  and  cut  off  him  and  his  whole  party.”  On  the  28th  the 
major  wrote  to  Colonel  Clive^  acquainting  him  with  what  he  had  learned 
from  Nabob  Mahmud  Ami  Khan  ;  and  again  requefted  his  directions,  whe¬ 
ther  he  fhould  follow  Mr.  Law  into  Sujah  Bowlah’s  country.  He  took 
this  opportunity  alfo  of  writing  a  complimentary  letter  to  Nabob  Jaffier  AH 
Khan,  on  account  of  the  afiiftance  which,  by  his  Perwannahs^  he  intended 
to  render  him,  though  in  reality  they  proved  but  of  little  fervice  towards 
facilitating  his  expedition.  Major  Coote  alfo  now  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Nabob 
of  Oude^  Sujah  Bowlah,  requefting  him  not  to  allow  the  French  to  enter 
his  dominions,  but  if  they  were  already  there,  to  feize  and  deliver  them  up 
into  his  hands,  or  at  leaft  to  permit  him  to  advance  into  his  territories 
after  them  ;  and  concluded  with  telling  him,  that  he  fhould  expeCl  an  an» 
iwer  at  his  arrival  on  the  borders. 

\ 

The  major  finding,  that  his  remonftrances  to  the  foldiers  on  the  24th  had 
very  little  weight,  and  that  a  tendency  to  mutiny  ftill  remained,  now  thought 
it  neceffary  to  order  a  court  martial,  for  the  trial  of  the  ring-leaders  ;  30  of 
whom  were  fentenced  to  punifhment,  which  they  received  that  afternoon ; 
by  this  timely  feverity  a  total  ftop  was  put  to  any  fuch  diforders  for  the 
future  among  the  European  troops.  But  on  .the  29th  feveral  of  the  major’s 
Da7tdies^  Bazar^  and  black  fervants  deferted;  and  the  Sepoys  when  they 
were  paraded  to  march  off,  grounded  their  arms  to  a  man,  and  refufed  to 
go  any  farther.  They  complained  bitterly  of  the  great  fatigues  they -had 
.already  gone  through,  the  immenfe  diftance  they  were  now  removed  from 
their  families,  the  promifes  that  had  been  made  them  at  Madrafs^  that  they 
fhould  go  no  farther  than  Calcutta^  which  afterwards  were  changed  to 
£ha7idernagore^  then  to  Muxadabad,  and  that  now  they  faw  no  period  to 
their  marching :  They  complained  alfo  that  they  had  not  received  their 
juft  pay.  The  major,  having  ineffedually  endeavoured  by  fair  words  and 
promiles  to  prevail  on  them  again  to  take  up  their  arms,  pointed  out  to 
them  the  ill  confequences  which  muft  neceffarily  arife  to  themfelves  from 
their  prefent  procedure  :  As,  that  they  were  then  furrounded  by  the  Ra]ah\ 
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t/oops,  whom  they  had  no  reafon  to  look  upon  as  well  affc(5led  toward* 
them  i  that  by  thus  quitting  their  arms  they  were  of  courfe  rendered  in¬ 
capable  of  defending  themfelves  *,  and  if  no  greater  misfortune  happened  to 
them,  they  might  be  fure  of  being  plundered  of  what  little  they  had,  befides 
forfeiting  all  the  prize-money  which  was  ftill  due  to  them :  but  if  thefe  re- 
prefentations  had  no  weight  with  them,  they  were  at  liberty  to  go  where- 
cver  they  thought  proper,  as  he  had  already  provided  men  to  take  up  thofc 
arms  which  they  fo  fhamefully  abandoned.  This  operated  fo  effeftually  upoa 
them,  that  they  immediately  refumed  their  arms,  and  confented  to  march. 
He  then  ordered  the  artillery  and  Sepoys  to  march  by  land  to  the  Englijb  gar¬ 
dens  at  Baukypoor,  3  Cofs  N.  W.  of  Patna^  and  the  European  foldiers  to 
embark,  and  proceed  thither  by  water.  Before  he  himfelf  fet  off  from 
Patna^  he  was  again  cautioned  by  Mahmud  Ami  Khan  to  be  diffident  of 
Ramnarain  and  thofe  troops  of  his  which  were  to  accompany  him,  who,, 
he  affured  the  major,  would  be  of  no  fervice  to  him  j  and  then  put  him 
in  mind  of  the  incivility  and  infult  with  which  the  major  and  his  people 
had  been  treated  by  this  Nabob. 

On  the  30th  Major  Coote  halted  at  the  gardens ;  and  fpent  the  whole  day 
in  adjufting  his  boats,  ordering  the  Bazar,  paying  his  men,  and  preparing 
every  thing  for  his  march.  He  fummoned  alfo  the  four  captains  who  were 
tinder  him,  to  a  council  of  war,  'and  having  laid  before  them  two  letters  he 
had  received  from  Colonel  Clive  of  the  14th  and  17th  of  July,  direding 
him  to  purfue  Mr,  Law  as  far  as  he  poffibly  could  ;  he  obferved  to  them, 
that  they  had  now  proceeded  beyond  Patna,  and  that  he  had  received 
pofitive  intelligence,  Mr.  Law  was  now  a  day’s  march  out  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and  encamped  in  that  of  Sujah  Piowlah  ;  he  therefore  put  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  they  thought  it  poffible  that  the  detachment  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  could  go  on  with  the  fame  expedition  as  they  had  hitherto  done,. 
It  was  unanimoufly  thought  impoffible,  for  the  following  reafons.  ift.  Be- 
caufe  the  Sepoys  had  already  laid  down  their  arms  on  account  of  the  great 
fatigue  they  .lad  undergone  in  their  long  march  to  Patna,  and  had  been 
prevailed  on  with  much  difficulty  to  take  them  up  again,  zdly,  Beeaufe 
of  the  drfeontent  that  reigned  among  tht  Europeans,  the  defertion  of  the 
Dandies  and  black  fervants,  and  the  very  great  difficulty  which  was  daily 
experienced  of  getting  others  in  their  room^  The  council  however  were 
unanimoufly  of  opinions  that  they  fhould  ftill  proceed  in  the  beft  manner  they 
could,  though  by  eafier  marches,  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law. 

On  the  31ft  of  July,  the  detachment  left  Baukypoor-^x^ons,.  and  came 
to  Dunapoor,  diftant  3  Csfs.  From,  hence  the  major  difpatched  three  Hir- 
cars,  ordering  them  to  go  on  ’till  they  reached  the  French  camp,  and  then 
bring  him  all  the  intelligence  they  could  learn.  One  of  the  three,  was  ordered 
to  make  the  beft  of  his  way  back  to  the  major,  as  foon  as  they  could  pro¬ 
cure  any  information  on  the  road  that  might  be  depended  upon.  On  the  ift 
cf  Attgujl,  the  troops  reached  Munere,  a  place  belonging  to  Ramnarain,  and 
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S1757.  iitiiated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Soan  and  Ganges  •,  where  MootenT?eg  Inforraeji 
■  Major  Coote^  that  on  his  arrival  at  the  town,  Hyat  Khan^  who  commanded 

Ramnarain^s  troops  there,  had  i'ent  him  word,  that  neither  he  nor  his  peo¬ 
ple  fhould  enter  it,  or  go  into  the  Ba^ar,  for  if  they  did,  he  would  put 
them  all  to  death.  Lieutenant  Kinch  alfo,  who  marched  with  the  artillery, 
remarked,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  through  which  they  had 
paired  that  day,  (and  which  belonged  to  Ramnarain)  were  all  armed*,  the 
major  on  this  ordered  the  Sepoys  to  encamp  in  the  plain  by  the  river’s  fide ; 
he  likewife  took  care  to  reinforce  the  picquet,  and  pointed  the  artillery 
.towards  the  town. 

On  the  2d,  all  the  foldiers  and  Septys  were  ordered  to^embark,  with  the 
guns,  tumbrils,  &c.  and  with  the  allillance  of  as  many  Lafcars  as  could 
be  gotten  on  board,  to  crofs  the  Scan  and  Ganges  in  order  to  their  being 
conveyed  to  Chiiprah.  The  bullocks,  the  remaining  part  of  the  Lafcars, 
Marmutty and  a  Jamedar  with  16  Sepoys,  together  with  the  Bazar- 
people,  were  direftedTo  march  by  land,  till  they  got  oppofite  to  Cbuprah', 
2ind.  P hero ofmg  (an  officer  of  Ramnarain'^)  undertook  to  get  them  all  ferried 
over  the  river  in  three  days  time.  The  reft  of  the  party  arrived  at  Ghuprah 
the  fame  night,  and  were  dodged  in  the  large  falt-petre  Godowns  or  ftore- 
houfes,  and  the  fadlory-houfe.  Here  the  piajor  learnt,  that  Mr.  Law  had 
left  that  place  17  days  before,  and  was  now  zt  Banaras,  Late  at  night, 
Pheroofing  came  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  he  muft  be  very  cautious  how 
he  proceeded,  for  that  his  mafter  Ramnarain  had  fent  a  great  man  to  him 
yefterday,  to  defire  the  major  not  to  think  of  going  any  farther  than 
Munere,  and  with  the  moft  pofitive  injundions  to  his  own  troops  not  to 
proceed  a  ftep  beyond  that  place :  On  which  account,  Pheroafng  taking  it 
for  granted  that  the  major  would  immediately  return  to  Patna,  had  ftopped 
the  bullocks,  &c.  on  the  road ;  the  major  however  infifted  on  their  join¬ 
ing  him,  and  Pheroofing  promifed  that  they  ffiould  be  with  him  the  next 
^day. 

On  the  3d,  Major  Coote  was  joined  by  the  Lafcars,  bullocks,  &c.  agree¬ 
able  to  the  promile  given  him  by  Pheroofing  \  he  then  examined  that  of¬ 
ficer  concerning  what  number  of  troops  Ramnarain on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river  he  now  was,  who  alTured  him,  that  there  were  none  of  any 
^  kind  whatever  \  by  which  circumftance,  the  reader  will  eafily  judge  con¬ 
cerning  the  affiftance  which  the  major  had  to  expert  from  this  Nabob. 

The  next  day,  the  major  fummoned  his  officers  to  another  council  of  war,' 
when  he  laid  before  them  the  intelligence  received  from  the  three  Hirvars, 
whom  he  had  difpatched  from  BauJ^poor-^zx^tns,  “  That  they  had  gone 
quite  up  to  Banaras,  where  the  French  arrived  13  days  before  ;  that  five  of 
their  gentlemen  had  waited  upon  the  Rajah  Bulwanftng  to  implore  his  protec¬ 
tion,  who  had  granted  them  an  old  ruinous  fort,  about  2  Cofs  on  this  fide  the 
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'towrii  by  the  rivers  fidei  that  fome  of  their  men  ftaid  in  the  fort,  and  *757* 
fome  on  boar»4  the  boats ;  that  the  Rajah  had  difpatched  letters  to  Sujah  * ~ 
Vowlahy  acquainting  him,  that  the  French  who  had  fled  from  the  Ratna 
confines  were  now  with  him,  and  defired  his  permiffion  to  continue  there  ; 
that  Suja  Dowlah  now  refldcd  at  Luchnow^  100  Cofs  from  Banaras,  and  that 
the  French  propofed  entering,  into  his  fervice ;  that  Rajah  Bulwanftng^  had 
4000  men  encamped  in  huts  clofe  to  Banaras  *,  that  Phafel  Ali  Khan^  Nabob 
of  Gangypour^  wit;h  Svhom  the  French  had  ftaid  two  days,  was  marching  with 
^poo  men,  and  had  advanced  6  Cofs  towards  the  borders  of  his  diftrid; 
and  "that  troops  were  aflTembling  on  all  fides  on  the  news  of  the  approach  of 
the  RngUJh> — Finally,  that  the  roads,  they  the  Hircars  came  over,  were 
very  bad,  with  water  in  them  as  high  as  their  middle  ;  that  there  were  three 
rivers  to  pafs  oyer  1  that  the  current  Banaras  was  very  ftrong;  and  that 
the  French  artillery  was  not  yet  landed.”  The  major  defired  them  to  give 
their  opinions,  whether  it  was  advifable  to  proceed  any  farther  in  purfuit 
of  Mr.  Law  and  his  party  ?  And -they  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  it  was 
not,  for  the  following  reafons.  “  Becaufe,  we  apprehend  the  French  would 
not  have  prefumed  to  remain  fo  long  as  they  have  at  Banaras,  but  have 
continued  their  route  up  the  country,  unlefs  they  had  been  very  fure  of 
being  protected  by  Sujah  Dowlah,  and  the  other  neighbouring  powers  *,  and 
with  this  protedlion,  we  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  expedl  to  fucceed' 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  againft  them,,  fmee  we  are  in  want  of  boats  to  carry 
the  Sepeys  up  the  river  *,  and  the  depth  of  water  on  the  roads,  and  the  three 
rivers  we  have  to  pafs,  is  fuch  as  to  render  it  impolTible  for  us  to  march  them 
by  land  ;  not  to  mention  the  diftrefs  we  are  fure  of  fuffering  in  an  enemy’s 
country,  through  want  of  provifions  for  the  foldiers,  znA  Dandies  \  or  the 
many  bad  confequences  that  may  enfue  from  engaging  ourfelves,  and  the 
Nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  at  this  jundure,  in  difputes  with  the  neighbouring 
princes.” 

The  next  queftion,  was,  whether  they  had  better  remain  where  they  were, 
or  return  to  Patna,  and  there  exped  the  colonel’s  farther  orders  ?  The  coun¬ 
cil,  without  one  diflfenting  voice,  agreed,  that  it  was  moft  expedient,  and 
indeed,  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  return  to  Patna-,  efpecially  as  thefurgeon  had 
reprefented,  that  the  men  fell  fick  apace,  owing  in  a  great  meafure,  as  he 
apprehended,  to  the  ground  of  the  quarters  they  were  now  in,  being  prodi- 
gioufly  impregnated  with  Salt-petre.  Befides  it  appeared  that  the  arrack, 
which  had  been  fent  for  the  ufe  of  the  foldiers,  was  entirely  expended,  and 
no  frefli  fupply  could  be  gotten  in  their  prefent  fituation. 

This  night,  two  deferters  came  in  from  Peter  a  (a  town  14  miles  north 
from  Chuprah )  who  informed  the  major,  that  the  Rajah  of  that  place,  Diin- 
feram,  was  colleding  forces,  and  every  day  people  were  joining  him  from 
the  north,  and  that  he  had  already  with  him  about  3000  horfe,  1500  foot, 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon  *,  upon  which  Major  Coote  again  queftioned 
Pheroofmg  on  politics,  who,  after  many  equivocations,  confefled,  that  the 
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feveral  Rajah's  o£  the  country,  after  the  death  of  Serajab  Dowlah,  thought 
ihemfelves  no  longer  obliged  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  revenues  to  Nabob 
Jaffier  Alt  Khariy  but  infifted  on  a  Furkutey  or  full  difcharge  being  granted 
them,  for  which  purpofe  they  were  aflembling  troops,  and  taking  every  other 
meafure  to  prevent  any  demand  being  made  upon  them.  On  the  5th  Major 
CoGte  fent  one  of  his  *  Ghuhdars  to  Rajah  Dunferam,  defiring  to  know  his 
reafons  for  collecting  troops,  with  orders  to  difmifs  them  immediately,  af- 
furing  him  that  if  he  refufed  to  do  it,  he  would  inftantly  march,  and  attack 
him  with  his  forces. — ^The  next  day  the  Chuhdar  returned-  from  Dunferam 
with  the  following  anfwer  ;  That  the  troops,  he  had  been  aflembling,  were 
intended  for  his  own  fecurity  •,  but  that  on  his  receiving  the  major’s  orders 
he  had  difmiflfed  them  all.  He  apologized  at  the  fame  time  for  not  waiting 
upon  the  major,  by  faying  he  was  not  well,  but  that  he  had  fent  his  Vacqueel 
to  make  his  compliments.  Major  Coote-  however  excufed.  himfelf  from  fee¬ 
ing  this  meflenger.  ' 

On  the  I  i  th  one  Denautkhan^  who  was  Gomajlah  or  agent  for  an  Armenian  > 
black  merchant  named  Coja  Wazeed,  an  agent  to  the  governor  and  council 
at  Calcutfa^  complained  to  the  major,  that  the  Dutch  fecond  was  about  to 
take  the  falt-petre  out  of  his  Godowns  by  force,  which  he  had  prepared  for  • 
the  Englijh ;  upon  this  intelligence  Major  Coote,  immediately  fent,  and  pre¬ 
vented  it. 


Soon,  after,  he  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  with  an  order  that, 

he  fhould  fupport  the  black  agents  employed  by  the  governor  and  council; 
for  collecting  the  company’s  falt-petre,  againft  any  perfon  whatever  who  • 
lliould  offer  to  obftrud  themj  which-  obliged  the  major  to  give  out  the 
fqllowing  order, 

Major  Eyre  Coote,  commander  of  the,  united  troops  oi.Englandy  and  thofe  - 
of  Nabob  Jaffier  AH  Khan,  in  the  expedition  to  Patna :  To  all  whom, 
it  may  concern. 


WHEREAS  the  falt-petre  belonging  to  Cdj a.  AJhruff 'is  collected  and 
provided  for  the  Englijh  company ;  let  no  perfon  touch  it,  or  interrupt  him. 
in  expediting  the  faid  falt-petre.— Moreover,  if  any  perfons  have  fcized  on, 
carried  off  any  of  it  without  his  confent,  let  it  be  immediately  returned' 
to  him  by  thofewho  have.it  in  their  poflTefllon,  as  they  will  .anfwer  the 
contrary. 

EYRE  COOTE.. 


Given  at  Patna  the.  1.5th  of  Augujl,  iTSjt 

JohnJohnston  Secretary, 


T  ■  ^ 

*  An  attendant,  whofe  office  is  to  carry  meffages  and  proclaim  the  approach  of-  viiltors,. 
literally  a  Staff-hearer  ;  fo  called  from  the  ftaff  of  wood,  (or  filver,  according  to  the  rank 
af  dus  {na(te.r)  which  he  carries  iri  his  hand.. 

Here,, 
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Here, /the  major  and  Mr.' knowing  of  what  confequence  1757. 
the,  article  of;  fa}t-petre  had  ever  been,  and  always  mull  be,  as  well  to  -v — ■ 

thtEngliJh  n^atioorin  general,  as  the  Eaji  India  company  in  particular,  had 
ever  fince  theinentering  ^his  province,  (which  is  well  known  to  be  byway 
of  eminence in  which  falt-petre  is  manufaftured)  made  it  their 
bufinefs  in  their  leifure  hours,  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  this 
important  branch  of  commerce.  And  as  it  appeared  to  them,  that  by  alter¬ 
ing  the  prefent  mode  of  collecting  it,  much  greater  profits  would  arife  to 
the  company  than  what  they  had  hitherto  experienced,  the  major  thought 
proper  to  convey  the  particulars  to  the  governor  and  council  at  Calcuttay 
through  the  military  channel.  And  fome  time  afterwards,  the  major  and 
Mr,  Johnftone  ilill  ftrongly  imprefled  with  the  idea  of  its  being  highly  necef- 
fary,  that  this  bufinefs  ihould  be  ferioufly  attended  to  below,  they  agreed, 
that  Mr.  Johnfione  fhould  in  his  own  name  write  to  the  governor  and  council, 
in  a  yet  more  circumftantial  manner,  pointing  out  the  ways  and  means  by 
which,  if  ftriClly  carried  into  execution,  the  company  could  not  avoid 
making  very  confiderable  advantages,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  enabled  to 
fupply  government  with  falt-petre  at  a  much  lower  price  than  ever  before. 
Doubtlefs,  due  attention  was  foon  paid  to  thefe  falutary  reprefentations ; 
and  the  good  cffeCls  of  the  major’s  and  Mr.  JohnJlone's  enquiries  and 
reports,  have  for  many  years  pafl;  been  happily  experienced  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

On  the  13th,  the  major  embarked  the  European  troops,  artillery,  and 
Sepoys.  Pheroofing^  finding  by  this  manoeuvre  the  major  was  determined  to 
march  that  day  to  Patna,  feemed  very  uneafy,  and  framed  many  excufes 
to  prevent  his  going  j  but  when  he  perceived  that  he  could  not  prevail,  he 
begged  of  him  not  to  credit  the  feveral  reports  which  had  been  propagated 
againft  his  mafter  Ramnarain  \  and  concluded  with  afldng  the  major,  whether 
he  v/ould  have  Hyatt  Khan  ordered  with  his  troops  into  the  city  •,  but  this 
Mr.  Coote  would  by  no  means  admit  of.  The  major  arrived  the  fame  night 
at  Patna,  and  no  fooner  fet  foot  in  the  city,  but  he  fent  for  Nabob  Ami 
Khan,  and  after  reading  him  a  letter,  as  he  was  direded  to  do,  which  he 
had  received  from  Colonel  Clive,  at  Muxadabad,  he  defired  him  to  give 
his  opinion  of  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  general;  and  demanded 
of  him  in  particular  how  many  troops  there  were  in  and  about  the  city, 
iAc,  The  major  was  now  furrounded  with  a  variety  of  political  objeds ; 
indeed  he  had  fo  nice  and  difficult  a  part  to  ad,  as  called  for  the  utmoft 
exertion  of  all  his  abilities.  We  havefeen,  Meer  JaffiePs  authority  as 
Soubahdar,  had  hardly  reached  even  the  fouthern  confines  of  this  province, 
when  the  major  entered  it  with  his  little  detachment,  otherwife  fo  many  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  want  of  boats.  Dandies,  &'c.  would  -not  have  been  made”! 

Cool,  nay  even  unfavourable,  was  the  reception  given  to  the  major  by  Ram- 
narain  at  hit  entering  Patna ;  outrages  were  offered  by  this  NaboRs 
people  to  the  Sepoys  and  butchers" belonging  to  the  army;  the  council  held 
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*757*  by  the  Nabob  on  the  fubjed  of  the  major  and  his  party,  was  hoftile';, 

— the  intelligence  given  by  Meer  Jqffier\  two  brothers,  (whom  the  major 
had  received  orders  to  confult  and  a6l  in  concert  with)  concerning  die 
aim  of  Ramnarain,  to  make  himfelf  independant  of  the  Sttbahdar,  was 
corroborated  by  almoil  every  other  poflible  circnmftance,  in  the  behavi¬ 
our  Ramnarain  himfelf;  befides  the  preparation  for  war  in  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Mongheer,  and  the  levying  troops  in  almofl:  every  different  part 
of  the  country:  add  to  thefe  particulars,  that  MeerJaffieRs  two  brothers 
had  from  time  to  time  acquainted  the  Sotihahdar  of  the  uncertain  tenure 
by  which  he  held  even  his  nominal  dignity  in  x.\\t  Patna  coumry.  Meer 
Jaffier^  actuated  by  refentment  towards  Ramnarain^  and  being  in  dread  of 
his  power  and  machinations,  (encouraged  alfo  by  the  affu ranees  fent  him 
from  his  two  brothers,  that  it  would  be  an  eafy  matter  for  them,  aided 
by  the  major,  to  depofe  Ramtiarainy)  fometimes  feemed  refolved  that  an 
attack  fliould  be  made  on  the  palace,  and  that  Ramnarain  fliould  be  treated 
as  a  difaffefted  perfon  to  his  government.  At  other  times,  moved  by  poli¬ 
tical  caution  and  timidity^  he  would  contradid:  the  orders,  which  but- 
juft  before  he  had  refolved  fhould  be  vigoroufly  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,. —  Thefe  inconftant  refolutions,  could  not  but  make  the  fituation 
of  the  Englijh  commander  extremely  unpleafant.  At  length,  after  hav¬ 
ing  maturely  confidered  the  inftrudions  he  had  at  different  times  re¬ 
ceived  from  Colonel  Ciive^  and  the  ftate  of  the  NaboRs  affairs  in  this  pro¬ 
vince, _  the  major  concluded,  that  if  by  the  flrength  of  his  reafons,  and  the 
influence  of  his  arms,  he  could  convince  Ramnarain  that  it  was  as  con- 
iiftent  with  his  interefl,  as  it  was  with  his  duty,  for  him  to  lay  afide  all  am¬ 
bitious  views,  and  peaceably  fubmit  himfelf  to  him  who  was  now  become- 
Soubabdar  of  Bengal^  Bahar  and  Orixa,  the  gaining  fo  material  a  point; 
could  not  but  terminate  in  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  provinces  in 
general,  as  well  as  the  intereft  of  the  contending  powers  in  parti¬ 
cular.  He  refleded,  that  could  he  but  accomplifh  this  defirable  endj, 
he  had  the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  believe,  it  would  afford  great  pleafure  to 
Colonel  Clive  the  commander  in  chief,  and  redound,  to  the  honour  and 
advantage  of  his  own  country,  befides  the  enjoyment  of  unfpeakable- 
fatisfadion,  which  fuch  happy  fruits  muff  undoubtedly  afford,  to  his  owm 
rnind. 

Thus  aduated,  he  generoufly  laid  afide,  and  nobly  fubduedin  his  bread': 
every  emotion  of  refentment  for  the  indignities  and  outrage  that  had  been^ 
offered  to  his  owm  perfon,  and  the  troops  under  his  immediate  command ; 
and  then  conveyed  his  friendly  fentiments  and  difpofition  to  Ramnarain^, 
through  the  channel  of  Pherooftng".  and  he  had  the  addrefs  to  convince 
that  Jftatk  politician  of  the  fincerity  of  his  profeflions,  who,  in  confeqnence,,^ 
.at  laft  appeared  truly  defirous  of  having  an '  interview  with  the  major. 
Accordingly  on  the  15th,  accompanied  by  mofl  of  his  oflfeers,  and  Mr. 
Pearkes^  Mr.  Coote  waited  upon  him  in  a  full  Durbar^  v/here  he  was  treated? 
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politely,  and  received  the  ulual  compliment  of  a.  drefs  or  vefl:,  and  a 
horl'e.  ( 

The  next  day,  the  major  had  a  conference  with  Pheroofing^  to  whom  he 
urged  the  abfolute  necelTiry  there  was  for  his  mailer’s  fwearing  allegiance  in 
a  public  manner  to  Jaffier-,  and  they  parted  after  agreeing  that  Pherocf- 
ing  fliould  communicate  the  major’s  propofal  to  the  Nabob.  On  the  20th, 
Pheroofing  came  to  the  major,  and  faid  that  his  mailer  having  fomething  of 
importance  to  communicate  to  him,  would  be  glad  to  fee  him  at  any  time 
that  was  moil  convenient  to  himfelf,  but  intreated  that  no  mention  of  this 
vifit  might  be  made  to  Meer  CaJJim  untill  it  was  pail  ^  to  which  requeil  Mr. 
Coote  readily  confented,  and  promifed  to  wait  on  the  Rajah  the  next  morn¬ 
ing.  Accordingly  on  the  21  ft  the  major  went  to  Ramnarain.^  and  feriouily 
talked  to  him  on  the  fubjecl  of  his  duty  and  public  fubmiifion.  After 
a  great  deal  of  confidential  difcourfe  had  paifed,  the  Nabob  declared, 
that,  provided  his  life,  honour,  and  flation  were  fecured  to  him  on  the 
faith  of  the  Englijh.,  as  well  as  the  fofemn  promifes  of  the  Soubahdar,  he 
was  ready  to  take  the  oath  propofed ;  and  if  the  major  would  fay  that  he 
would  be  accountable  for  the  fame,  he  would  immediately  do  it  in  a  full 
Durbar.  The  major  replied,  that  he  would  engage,  as  far  as  in  him  lay, 
fo  long  as  he  ihould  prove  faithful  and  juft  to  the  Soubahdar  in  every 
branch  of  his  duty  ;  to  this  Ramnarain  rejoined,  that  this  he  mofb  certainly 
ever  would  ;  and  then  propofed  as  a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  that  he  might  be 
allowed  immediately  to  f'ummon  a  Durbar.,  and  requefted  the  major  to  fend 
for  Mahmud  Ami  Khan.,  Meer  Cajftm,  and  fuch  Englijh  officers  as  he  thought 
proper,  to  be  witnefles  of  the  ceremony. — Mr.  Coote.,  with  great  delicacy 
declined  the  Rajah's  offer,  and  begged  that  he  would  not  think  of  doing  it 
juft  at  that  time,  becaufe  he  was  defirous  it  Ihould  appear  to  be  entirely  his 
own  voluntary  afl,  advifing  him  to  weigh  the  fubjeCl  maturely  with  his 
friends,  and  if  they  approved  of  his  doing  it,  and  he  continued  in  the 
fame  refolution  the  next  day,  he  then  would  wait  upon  him  again.  On 
the  2 2d,  the  major  received  a  meflage  from  the  Rajah,  defiring  that  he 
would  come  to  him,  accompanied  by  Mahmud  Ami.  Khan,  Meer  CaJJim, 
and  as  many  others  as  he  thought  proper.  Accordingly  Mr.  Coote. 
waited  upon  him  in  the-  evening  in  full  Durbar,  where  Ramnarain  per¬ 
formed  his  promife  to  him,  by  fwearing  allegiance  to  Meer  Jaffier  Alt  Khan ; 
and  a  few  days  after,  the  major  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Soubahdar,  acquainting 
him  with  the  fteps  he  had,  taken  towards  fettling  his  affairs  in  this  part 
of  the  country.. 

Gn  the  23d  -Mr.  Coote  received  a  very  polite  anfwer  to  the  letter  he 
had  written  to  Sujah  Dcwlah,  Nabob  of  Oude which  affured  him  of  his 
attachment  to  the  EngliJJo  *,  and  that  if  the  French  had  not  marched  out  of  his 
dominions  before  the  receipt  of  the  major’s  letter,  he  certainly  ffiould  havy 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  have  fecured  them,  and  afterwards  to  have  given 
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them  up  into  his  hands.  But  on  the  26th,  notwithflanding  thefe  profeiTiohs' 
of  friendfhip  on  the  part  of  Sujah  DoKvlah^  the  major  received  certain  intelli¬ 
gence,  x\\2^x.  t\\t  French  ftill  continued  in  his  province;  and  on  the  29th, 
he  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pearkes,  reprefenting  the  ill  ufage  he  and 
his  people  had  met  with  from  Coj^h  Jljhruff's  Peons^  and  requefting 
him  to  fend  a  party  to  his  afliftance,  as  he  was  really  in  danger  of 
lofing  his  life.  Mr.  Coote  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  immediately 
wrote  to  Cojah  AJhruff^  ordering  him  to  wait  upon  Mr.  Pearkes^  and 
tleliver  up  to  him  thofe  people  who  had  ufed  him  ill,  otherwife  that  he 
would  go  himfelf,  and  find  them  out.  The  major  wrote  alfo  to 
Mr.  Pearkes^  and  communicated  the  contents  of  this  letter,  and  added, 
that  if  there  was  a  neceffity-,  he  would  march  immediately  to  his  a'ffif- 
tance, 


On  the  ill  of  Sepf ember,  Mr.  C^ic/^  received  an  order  from  Major  Kilpatrick, 
wdio  then  commanded  the  army  at  Muxadahad,  to  return  thither  with  his  whole 
detachment ;  and  the  next  morning  he  began  to  put  thofe  orders  in  execu¬ 
tion,  by  fending  off  the  train  of  artillery,  bullocks,  and  Lafears,  under  the 
efcort  of  a  Jamedar,  and  19  Sepoys,  who  were  to  march  over  land. — On 
the  4th,  he  fent  to  the  Rajah,  requefting  him  to  haften  the  boats,  and 
the  other  things  which  were  neceflary  for  his  departure.  —  On  the  7th 
the  troops  were  embarked ;  but  from  their  not  being  provided  with  a 
llifficient  number  of  boats,  there  was  a  neceftity  for  crouding  a  large 
party  of  Sepoys  into  one,  by  which  the  Chuppar,  or  upper  flight  deck, 
broke  down,  Jcilled  one  man,  and  wounded  10  more.  —  That  night  the 
detachment  arrived  at  Fuiwah,  —  On  the  8th  they  left  Futwah,  but  the 
major  finding  himfelf  greatly  indifpofed,  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  command 
to  Captain  Grant.  — On  the  13th  they  arrived  fafe  at  Muxadabad,  where 
Mr.  Coote  received  orders  from  Colonel  Clive  to  go  down  to  Chandernagore, 
v/ith  the  kings  troop’s,  a  company  of  >Swifs,  and  200  Sepoys ;  but  as 
he  ftill  continued  very  rll,  he  was  under  a  neceflity  of  remaining  at 
Cajfimbwzar  for  a  iew  days,  and  Captain  Caupp  went  down  with  the 
detachment. 


Such  was  the  end  of  Mr.  Co.ote\  then,  uncommon  expedition ;  which, 
though  it  did  not  fucceed  as  to  its  principal  objeft:,  “  the  capture  of  Mr. 
Law  and  his  party,”  yet  was  attended  with  great  advantages  to  his  country 
in  general,  and  to  the  Eajl  India  company  in  particular.  For  befides  his 
obliging  Ramnarain,  the  moft  powerful  Rajah  of  the  country,  to  the  very 
humiliating  circumftance  of  fwearing  allegiance  to  Meer  Jaffier,  he  likewife 
laid  open  the  interior  ftate  of  the  northern  provinces ;  and  in  conjundion 
with  Mr.  JohnJione,  gave  the  company  a  canfiderable  infight  into  the  falt- 
.petre  bufinefs,  from  which  branch  of  trade  fuch  advantages  have  fince 
accrued  to  the  public.  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  add  alfo,  that  through 
.t^e  whole  expedition,  it  fully  appears,  he  did  all  the  fervice  that  was  in  his 
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power  to  do^  and  fhewed  himfelf  in  every  rerpe(5t  a  brave  and  a6live  officer. 
In  a-  word,  the  uncommon  fpirit,  refolution,  and  perfeverance  he  manifefted 
upon  this  occafion,  may  be  juftly  looked  upon  as  fome  of  the  firft  fruits  of 
thofe.  military  talents,  which  afterwards  fhone  with  fuch  luftre  in  the 
defeat  of  Mr.  Laliy  at  the  battle  of  Wandemajlo^  and  in  the  redu<5lion 
of  PondicBerryy  by  which  the  French  power  in  Indian  was  totally  annihi¬ 
lated 


*  The  capture  of  Monf.  Law  was  referred  to  be  accompllfljed  by  Major,  fince  Brigadier 
General,  Carnac,  who,  on  the  fame  day  (15th  yanuary  lySi)  Pondicherry  capitulated, 

obtained  a  complete  and  decifive  vidtory  over  Shah-zadah,  the  prefent  Mogul,  or  king  of  In- 
doftan,  Monf.  Law  and  a  party  of  French y  who  had  joined  the  Royal  Standard,  were  taken 
prifoners  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  the  prince  a  very  few  weeks  after  the  adlion,  furrendered 
kimfelf  to  the  major. 
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C  H  A  P.  XIL 

'Mmiral  WatfonV  /icknefs  .md  death :  His  chara5ier.  —  Admiral  Pococlc 
fucceeds  Mr.  Watfon  in  the  command  of  the  fquadron. — Defer iption  of  the 
Argill, — and  of  the  Arica,  Chulta,  Mango,  Tatoon,  and  Ruffa  trees.-^ 
Account  of  coins  at  Bengal. 
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Bengal  had  but  juH  beheld  the  funfhine  of  peace  and  prorperity,  , 
when  an  event  took  place  which  overcaft  the  whole  province  :  an 
event  to  me,  interefting  beyond  expreflion,  and  which  was  confidered  by 

all,  as  a  public  calamity. - Mr.  H^atfon  during  the  whole  time  of  his  flay 

in  India,  had  been  more  or  lefs  fubjed  to  overflowings  of  the  bile,  which 
brought  on  either  flight  fevers,  or  griping  in  the  bowels  ;  but  both  thefe 
complaints  had  been  always  carried  off  by  fweats  or  ftools.  Bleeding 
was  more  than  once  tried  as  a  relief,  but  by  experience  we  found  that  his 
conftitution  could  not  well  bear  it,  efpecially  in  hot  weather ;  as  lownefs  of 
fpirits  and  want  of  flirength  were  always  fure  to  attend  the  operation. 


Friday,  the  12th  of  Auguft,  Captain  Martin  paid  the  admiral  an  occafional 
vifit  at  his  country-houfe,  and  found  him  a  little  indifpofed  :  upon  the  cap¬ 
tain’s  coming  away,  the  admiral  defired  him  to  tell  me,  that  if  I  took  an 
airing  that  evening,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  me.  I  went  foon  after  I 
received  the  meflage,  and  was  concerned  to  find  him  much  more  indifpofed 
than  ever  before,  with  laflitude,  univerfal  uneafinefs,  and  a  ftrong  difpofi- 
tion  to  vomit ;  the  pulfe  was  low  and  feeble,  his  fkin  hot  and  dry.  I  ad- 
vifed  him  immediately  to  take  an  emetic ;  he  did  *,  the  medicine  operated 
well,  and  prefently  produced  a  moifture  on  the  fkin,  which  feemed  greatly 
'to  relieve  him.  I  recommended  his  drinking  plentifully  of  (herber,  which 
•promoted  a  fine  perfpiration  all  the  night,  and  the  next  morning  we  all 
thought  him  better-,  his  fkin  however  (till  continued  hot,  and  his  pulfe 
was  too  quick  :  He  was  reftlefs  alfo,  and  as  the  heat  of  the  day  increafed, 
fo  did  his  reftleflhefs.  -  I  therefore  gave  him  fome  faline  draughts,  and 
ordered'  a  clyfter  to  be  adminiftered.  In  the  evening  he  became  cool  and 
much  eafier,  and  was  in  good  fpirits.  All  this  night  his  perfpiration  con- 
tinned,  and  he  flept  with  great  compofurc. 
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In  the  morning  of  the  T4th,  he  was  almofl  free  of  complaint;  his  Ikin  1757. 
was  temperate,  and  his  pulfe  more  regular  and  Itrong.  He  defired  me  to 
read  fome  fetters,  which  were  juft  then  brought  to  him  in  a  packet  from 
governor  Pigot.  They  related  chiefly  to  the  condu6l  of  Admiral  Byng^ 
and  the  changes  which  had  happened  in  the  miniftry :  he  reflected,  and 
reafoned  much  on  the  uncertain  bafis  on  which  an  oflicer’s  charadler  ftands, 
and  concluded  with  obferving  how  much  more  hazardous  it  was  for  him  to 
err  on  the  cautious,  than  the  defperate  fide.  Pie  afterwards  ordered  me 
to  go  to  the  hofpital  *,  and  fend  out  Mr.  Bevis  to  be  with  him  in  my  ab- 
fence.  This  gentleman  had  been  furgeon  of  the  Blaze^  but  was  now  one  of 
my  afliftants,  and  enjoyed  a  great  fliare  of  the  admiral’s  favour. — With  the 
heat  of  the  day  Mr.  IVatfon  grew  again  very  hot,  but  in  the  evening  I  had  the 
pleafure  to  find  him  cool  and  temperate,  and  much  better  in  every  refpedl:. 

I  repeated  again  the  clyfter,  and  obferving  a  great  deal  of  bile  to  come 
away  in  his  ftools,  and  that  his  eyes  were  a  little  yellow ;  to  the  faline 
draughts  (of  which  he  took  one  every  two  hours)  I  added  fix  grains  of 
rhubarb,  with  a  view  of  increafing  the  number  of  his  ftools,  and  by  that 
way  carrying  off  the  bile.  Acidulated  gruels,  chicken-water,  and  whey, 
were  his  food. 

I  vifited  him  early  the  next  morning ;  Mr.  Bevis  informed  me  of  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  having  had  a  good  night ;  and  Mr.  Watfon  himfelf  added,  that  he  was 
almoft  well.  I  thought  fo  too,  and  in  great  fpirits  left  him  to  return  to  the 
hofpital,  leaving  diredions  with  Mr.  Bevis  to  purfue  the  fame  courfe  of  medi¬ 
cines,  not  doubting  but  that  a  few  more  evacuations  by  ftool,  and  the  gentle 
perfpiration  he  was  then  in,  would  by  the  evening  quite  free  him  from  all  com¬ 
plaints.  But  this  was  the  moft  fultry  day  I  ever  experienced  in  India\  not  a 
breath  of  air  was  there  for  many  hours  ;  both  man  and  beaft,  and  the  very 
fowls  of  the  air,  fo  fenfibly  felt  it,  that  fome  of  each  fpecies  fell  down  dead. 

My  dearefi  friend  Admiral  Watfon^  I  may  truly  fay,  loft  his  life  by  it. 

At  1 1  o’clock  he  complained  much  of  exceffive  heat,  and  the  want  of 
cool  air ;  and  though  every  door  and  window  in  the  houfe  were  thrown 
wide  open,  he  had  no  relief.  His  heat  now  increafed,  his  pulfe  became 
feeble,  and  his  head  confufed.  Mr.  Bevis  about  noon  fent  me  an  account  of 
this  alarming  change.  I  hurried  away  to  his  houfe,  carrying  with  me  three 
blifters,  one  for  the  back,  and  two  for  the  arms,  which  I  put  on  imme¬ 
diately.  I  repeated  the  clyfter,  and  with  the  approbation  of  Mr.  Thomas^ 
and  one  of  the  moft  experienced  pradfitioners  in  the  country,  I  gave  him  a 
proper  quantity  of  Dr.  James's  powders.  It  operated  well  by  gentle  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  brought  away  a  great  quantity  of  bile.  His  head  however 
ftill  grew  worfe,  and  a  fleepinefs  followed  ;  a  blifter  was  then  applied  to  the 

*  In  the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  ficknefs  Increafed  fo  much  among  us, 
that  upwards  of  600  men  were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  Their  diforders  were  chiefly  putrid  fevers, 
iiuxes, 
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1757.  head,  and  ftimulating  poultices  to  the  feet.  The  room  was  alfo  fumigated 
vvith  lemons  and  vinegar,  but  alas !  all  was  to  no  purpofe,  for  on  Tuefday  the 
16th,  between  8  and  9  in  the  morning,  to  our  unfpeakable  grief,  he  died  *, 
and  a  putrefadlion  came  on  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  a  few  hours,  the 
body  was  in  an  entire  ftate  of  corruption. 

The  next  day,  his  corpfe  was  buried  at ,  Calcutta^  attended  to  the  grave, 
by  Admiral  Pocock,  by  all  the  captains,  and  by  almofl:  every  officer  and 
feaman  of  the  fquadron.  Colonel  Clive  too,  and  as  many  gentlemen  from 
the  army  as  could  poffibly  be  fpared,  attended  on  this  melancholy  occafion. 
Many  French  gentlemen  alfo  (who  through  the  fortune  of  war  were  his  pri- 
foners)  and  feveral  thoufands  of  Armenians  and  Indians  followed  him  to  his 
grave ;  nor  was  there,  I  believe,  an  individual  among  them  all,  that  did 
not  fhed  a  tear,  or  give  fome  other  mark  of  unfeigned  forrow.  In  a  word, 
no  man  ever  lived  more  efteemed,  or  died  more  regretted  thaa  Admiral 
Watfon.  A  voluntary  univerfal  mourning,  difplayed  in  fome  degree  the  deep 
fenfe  which  the  fleet,  army,  and  fettlement,  had  of  his  merit. 

The  Admiral,  was  the  fon  of  Doiftor  John  JVatfon^  prebendary  of  Weji- 
minfter  and  rector  of  Cajile-Camps  in  the- county  of  Cambridge his  mother 
was  half-fifter  to  Sir  Charles  fVager^  admiral  of  the  white,  and  firft  lord 
commiffioner  of  the  admiralty.  Mr.  Watfon'^z.%  born  in  the  year  1714  ;  and 
loft  his  father  when  he  was  but  nine  years  old  %  his  uncle  Sir  Charles  IVager 
continued  him  at  the  academy  where  his  father  had  placed  him,  and  anno 
1727  he  entered  him  at  the  age  of  15,  in  the  navy.  In  the  year  1734  he 
was  made  a  lieutenant,  and  February  14,  1737,  he  became  a  poll  captain, 
being  appointed  commander  of  the  Garland  of  20  guns. 

In  the  feveral  line  of  battle  Ihips  he  afterwards  commanded.  Captain  Wat- 
fon  highly  diftinguiffied  himfelf,  particularly  in  the  adlion  of  the  3d  of  May 

1747,  when  even  the  French  admiral  made  the  moft  honourable  mention  of 
his  ffiip  (the  Princefs  Louifa)  and  a  few  others,  in  the  account  he  fent  to  his 
court  of  that  memorable  engagement.  In  the  adion  which  followed  that 
fame  year,  when  Sir  Edward  Hawke  commanded  in  chief  i  Captain  Watfon 
manifefted  the  fame  gallantry  as  in  the  preceding  one,  and  the  1 2th  of  May 

1748,  “  as  a  reward  for  his  merit,”  (to  ufe  the  very  words  of  Lord  Anfon) 
he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and  fent  with  fome 
Ihips  to  Cape  Breton. 

On  the  conclufton  of  the  war,  he  retired  into  the  country,  till  he  wasr 
fixed  upon  as  commander  of  the  king’s  ftiips  at  Plymouth^  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  a  ffiort  time,  and  was  then,  as  before  related,  appointed  to  the  com^ 
mand  of  the  fquadron  deftined  for  the  Eajl  Indies. 

The  admiral  Was  handfomc  in  his  perfon,  and  had  a  manly  commanding 
«ountenance.  His  temper,  though  naturally  warm,  was  exceedingly  good„ 
7  and 
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and  his  dlfpofition  extremely  humane.  His  manrters  were  eafy  and  polite  ; 
he  was  a  lover  of  temperance  and  fobriety,  though  he  made  no  fcruple  at  his 
own  table  occafionally  to  promote  a  free  circulation  of  the  glafs  *,  and  his  fenti- 
ments  were  generous  and  noble.  Few  men,  who,  like  Mr.  IVatfcn,  had  been 
taken  from  fchool  at  fo  early  a  period  of  life,  excelled  him  in  epiftolary 
writing;  he  ftudied  men  and  things  more  than  books,  and  was  confeffedly 
quick  and  happy  in  finding  out  real  charadters.  He  liked,  and  loved  the 
honed  man,  but  detefted  the  hypocrite. — Though  firm  in  his  refolutions, 
he  was  ever  open  to  convidion,  and  whenever  he  thought  the  public  fervice 
would  be  benefited  by  any  advice  he  had  privately  received,  he  would  be 
fure  to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  after  fuccefs  had  attended  it,  to  declare 
publicly  to  whofe  counfel  that  fuccefs  was  owing. 
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He  carried  about  him  the  fureft  mark  of  bravery,  as  well  as  delicacy ; 
for  notwithftanding  he  was  well  known  to  have  frequently  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  battle,  yet  thefe  engagements  were  never  the  chofen  topics  of  his 
converfation  ;  and  if  by  others  they  were  at  any  time  introduced,  he  was  fure 
not  to  dwell  on  thofe  circumftances  which  in  the  eye  of  the  world  refleded 
honour  on  himfelf. — In  his  public,  as  well  as  private  charader,  he  ever 
ihewed  a  proper  regard  for  the  religion  of  his  country ;  was  never  abfent  from 
divine  worlhip  on  board  his  own  Ihip,  and  was  remarkable  for  fhewing  due 
refped  to  the  clergy  in  general,  and  to  the  chaplain  of  his  own  fifip  in  par¬ 
ticular  ;  if  at  any  time  indeed  their  condud  was  inconfiftent  with  the  duty 
of  their  office,  he  then  became  cold  and  indifferent  towards  them. 


In  fine  ;  it  may  be  truly  faid  of  Admiral  Watfon^  that  he  was  a  kind  and 
faithful  hufband,  an  affedionate  father,  a  fmcere  friend,  and  a  good  citizen* 
His  integrity^  humanity^  generofity^  and  dijinterejiednefs*  of  heart  were  fuch. 


•  This  part  of  the  admiral’s  charafter  was  very  apparent  even  In  an  early  part  of  his  life, 
and  which  was  made  known  to  the  public  by  a  fea-officer  in  1744,  in  a  book  entitled,  “A  nar¬ 
rative  of  the  proceedings  of  his  majefty’s  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean the  following  is  an  ex- 
trad  from  it.  “  The  Tame  day  the  Dragon,  Captain  Charles  Watfon,  unex'pcdedly  came  to 
Hieres,  which  fliip  had  been  lately  employed  in  feveral  cruizes,  between  Toulon  and  Gibraltar', 
and  in  confequence  of  her  orders  was  to  have  cruifed  fometime  olf  Cadiz,  and  then  to  have 
proceeded  to  Lijlon,  where  the  captain  was  fure  of  the  benefit  of  800  Moidores  freight  money  ; 
but  the  moment  he  heard  of  the  preparations  of  the  enemy,  and  the  likelihood  of  their 
coming  out  to  fea,  he  made  no  hefitation.  The  alluring  advantages  of  a  trip  to  Lijhon,  (the 
darling  wilhes  of  the  captains  in  his  majefty’s  fleet)  with  a  profped  of  catching  an  immenfe 
fortune,  on  a  ftation  extremely  envied  and  fought  after,  did  not  weigh  with  ^hfm,  when  thofe 
purfuits  were  incompatible  with  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  country.  But  from  the  moft  difin- 
terejled  vaoiiwe,  without  orders,  he,  with  the  ulmoft  expedition  joined  the  fleet  at  HrVm,  where¬ 
by  this  gentleman  poflibly  loft  that  confiderable  prize  which  was  taken  by  the  Solehay,  to  the 
value  of  300,000!.  j  for  at  that  time  he  would  have  been  on  the  very  ftation,  and  the  Solehay 
probably,  either  at  Gibraltar  bay,  or  proteiling  our  trade  in  the  Gut  from  the  Spanijh  pri¬ 
vateers.  A  demonftration  of  his  choofing  perfonal  poverty  in  preference  of  riches,  when  the 
true  intereft  of  his  country  called  upon  him.  SuCh  an  ardent  zeal,  fuch  juft  and  unbiafled 
fentiments,  fo  uncommon,  nay,  without  an  example  in  the  navy,  cannot  but  raifeour  admira¬ 
tion  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  infpire  us  with  the  moft  fervent  wifhes  for  the  happinefs  of  fo. 
much  real  merit,  which  cannot  tw  rewarded  with  too  much  dillindlLon,  or  public  acknow¬ 
ledgment.” 

A  a  2  til 
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1757.  as  to  become  almoft  proverbial  among  the  natives,  as  well  as  the  Europeans 
— r— '  refiding  in  the  Eafi  Indies^  and  for  every  one  of  his  fuccefsful  enterprizes,, 
he  rendered  from  the  heart  praifes  to  him  who  alone  giveth  the  victory. 

The  admiral  married  in  1748,  the  eldefl;  daughter  of  John  Francis  Buller^., 
Efq*,  of  Morval  in  the  county  of  Cornw.alU  and  left  behind  him  one  fon, 
the  prefent  Sir  Charles  JVatfon,  and  two  daughters.  On  the  fon,  the  late- 
king  conferred  the  title  of  baronet,  in  honour  of  his  father  *,  and  the  Eaji' 
India  company,  in  gratitude  for  the  great  and  effedlual  fervices  the  admiral' 
rendered  to  them,^  have  eredled  to  his  memory  a  monument  in  JVeJlminJier 
Abbey. 

Admiral  fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the  fquadron  :  he,  and.  the- 

brave^^honejl^  deceafed  admiral,  had  lived  for  many  years  in  the  moft  perfeiSt 
amity  •,  and  notwithftanding  Mr.  Pocock's  importance  in  this  part  of  the  world- 
was  greatly  heightened  by  the  death  of  his  friend,  yet  Tam  perfuaded  he 
was  as  thoroughly  concerned  for  him,,  and  as  much  lamented  his  lofs,  as  any¬ 
one  gentleman  in  the,  fquadron 

Soon  after  the  interment  of  Mr.  Watfon^  Admiral  Pocock  aflembkd  all- 
the  officers  who  had  been  particularly  dependant  on  his  predeceflbr,  and* 
affured  them,  that  he  was  their  fellow-fufferer  in  the  death  of  the  admiral, 
whofe  memory  he  mull  always  have  in  the  higheft  efteem,  and  that  he  fhould 
think  himfelf  peculiarly  happy  in  ferving  thofe  whom  Mr.  JVatfon  had  dif* 
^inguifhed  by  his  more  immediate  patronage.  He  repeatedly  defired  us  all 
to  reft  fatisfied  with  the  fincerity  of  this  affurance  ;  and' told  Mr.  JVatfon's 
lieutenants  in  particular,  that  if  they  chofe  to  continue  abroad  with  him,  he 
would  take  them  all,  as  vacancies-  fhould  happen,  on.  board  his  own  fhip,- 
and  promote  each  of  them  in  turn,  in  preference  to  any  other  recommenda¬ 
tion.  Almoft-  all  thefe  gentlemen  did  continue  under  his  command,  and. 
were  afterwards  accordingly  raifed  by  the  admiral  to  the  rank  of  poft-cap— 
tains.  Mr.  Pocock  \\2id  no  fooner  taken  the  fupreme  command  of  the  fqua-, 
dron,  than  a  bufy  feene  opened  to  his  view  •,  it  was  introduced  by  the  foU 
lowing  letter  from  Commodore  'James. 

To  George  Pocock^  Efq*,  8zc.  &c.. 

S  i  Rj 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  advife  you  of  my  arrival  off Ingelee  at  5  o’clock  this 
evening ;  having  been  difpatched  to  join  you  with  all  poffible  expedition  by 
Captain  Hownley.Qi  his  majefty’s  ffiip  friton.  We  were- cruizing  off  Fort  Sf» 

*  In  the  month  of  OQoher  1757,  the  fervice  fuftained  another  confiderable  lofsy  by  the  death 
0F  Major  Kilpatrick,  who  befides  being  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was  a  conftant  mediator 
whenever  differences  fubfilied  in  the  fettlement.  Of  the  250  foldiers  who  cayie  with  him  in 
Aagujl  1756  from  Madrafs,  only  5  furvived  their  commander,  and  thefe  were  now  by  repeated 
Acknefs  emaciated  to  the  greateft  degree.. 

1.  Bavid^ , 
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David,  but  on  the  8  th  inftant  were  both  forced  from  that  ftatlon  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  arrival  of  a  French  fleet,  which  by  failing  better 
than  either  of  us,  put  us  in  the  molt  imminent  danger  of  being  taken.  They 
all  anchor’d  at  Pondicherry  that  day  at  noon,  but  as  they  approached  us  fall, 
(and  with  fuch  an  apparent  profpeCt  of  coming  up  with  us)  I  Imagine 
they  would  not  have  left  off  chace,  but  for  the  apprehenfion  of  being  car¬ 
ried  to  leeward  of  their  port.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  making  the  following, 
remarks  upon  the  fleet. — The  commanding  Ihip  was  the  neareft  but  one,  with 
a  St.  George‘s  flag  at  the  fore-top-mafl:  head ;  I  counted,  and  with  great  cer¬ 
tainty,  fifteen  lower  deck  ports  of  a  fide.  Seven  more  of  the  fleet  appeared 
large,-  and  are  at  leafl;  two-decked  fhips ;  the  other  two  were  long  and  low,, 
and  appeared  to  be  frigates  of  thirty-four  or  thirty-fix  guns  each.  The 
VGloire  z,  French  frigate,  lay  at  the  fame  time  at  Pondicherry,  fo  that  in  all 
they  have  now  eleven  fail.  Captain  Fownley,  after  we  feparated,  flood  on  to 
Madrafs^  from  whence  he  propofed  failing  in  a  few  hours  to  join  you.  t 
was  but  five  days  to  Ballafore  road,  fo  that  I.  imagine  he  may  be  hourly- 
expected.. 


On.  the  5th  of  this  month,  tht  Bojcawen,  Braund',  Norfolk,  Bonham,  Princefs 
Augujla,  Badejon,  and  Favifiock,  Jenkins,  bound  to  China,  arrived  at  Madrafs  ;• 
they  left  England  in  March  with  Admiral  Coats  bound  to  Jamaica,  and  kept 
company  with  Commodbre  Stevens  the  Elizabeth,  with  x\\t  Yarmouth,  iVey^ 
mouth,  Colchejier  and  FJueenbcrough  men  of  war  and  Warwick  India  man,  all 
bound  to  India,  as  far  as  Madeira,  where  they  flopped  on  the  12th  of  April, 
while  thefe  fhips  proceeded  on  by  themfelves.  As  we  only  jufl  fpoke  with 
them  at  fea,  I  did  not  learn  any  extraordinary  news,  nor  lhall  I  take  up 
anymore  of  your  time,  as  I  hope  for  the  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  in  per- 
fon  to-morrow. 


I  am.  Sir, 

Revenge,  at  Ingelee,  1 4th . 

September,  1757. 


Your  moft  obedient  humble  lervant, 

W.  J  A  M  E  S. 


/ 


This  early  intelligence  (for  the  Revenge  had  only  4  days  and  18  hours  paf- 
fage  from  St.  David's  to  Ballafore  road)  was  of  great  importance,  and  indeed  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  as  it  put  Calcutta  and  our  fquadron  on  their  guard, 
for  until  now  we  were  totally  ignorant  of  any  French  fhips  of  war  being  in 
India.  We  had  only  three  line  of  battle  fhips  left,  xdi^Kent  haying  been 
condemned  i  and  the  Cumberland  was  a  Angle  (hip  at  Culpee,  thirty  miles 
down  the  river  from  Calciitta,  preparing  to  heave  down,  and  not  expeCting 
an  enemy,  was  in.no  condition  to  receive  one.  The  French  fleet*,  which 
had  touched  at  Porto-Novo,  a  Dutch  fettlement,  to  the  fouthward  of 
Pondicherry,  for  intelligence,  had  from  thence  fleered  along  fhore  in  the 

*  This  was  a  part  of  that  fleet,  of  which  flic  Eaji  India  direflors  had  given  fo  early  intelli¬ 
gence  as  Afay  1756.  p.  89.  .1 

night 
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1757.  night;  and  without  making  any  fignal  by  guns  or  lights,  anchored  in 

■— St.  David's  road.  Our  cruizers  {landing  in  from  the  fea,  had  done  the  fame 
about  7  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  next  morning  at  the  break  of  day 
■were  found  to  be  in  a  very  critical  fituation:  Tht  French  fhips  were  firll 
difcovcred,  getting  under  fail,  had  Englijh  colours  flying,  and  their  number 
anfwered  to  Commodore  Stevens's  fquadron  with  the  expeded  India  fliips  of 
the  feaibn.  The  Revenge  being  the  fouthermofl;  of  our  fliips,  was  by  the 
accident  of  her  ilation  in  a  manner  almofl:  furrounded  by  them,  and  an  officer 
of  lefs  adivity  and  difcernment  than  Mr.  James  might  have  been  fatally 
deceived  •,  efpecialiy  as  he  had  received  certain  advice  but  tv/o  days  before, 
that  Mr.  Stevens  might  every  hour  be  expeded. — By  an  expert  and  fuperior 
manoeuvre  our  fliips  were  gotten  under  fail  quicker  than  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
and  by  that- means  foon  increafed  their  diftance :  the  French  admiral  therefore 
made  the  general  fignal  to  chace,  and  feveral  other  fignals,  all  with  Englifi 
colours,  by  which  the  governor  of  Fort  St.  David  was  fo  much  deceived, 
that  he  fent  off  Mr.  Newton^  a  gentleman  of  the  coun-cil,  to  congratu¬ 
late,  as  he  thought,  Mr.  Stevens,  upon  his  arrival,  and  to  invite  him  on 
fliore  i  and  fent  alfo  four  Mqffulas,  or  country  boats,  to  accommodate  him, 
and  any  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  fquadron,  over  the  furf.  Mr.  Newton 
was  in  the  firfi:  boat,  and  adually  went  a-long  fide  of  the  French  admiral, 
before  he  was  convinced  of  his  miftake,  and  was  thus  made  a  prifoner.  The 
other  boats  took  the  alarm  upon  the  French  fhips  firing  at  the  Revenge,  and 
rowed  in  fliore,  and  Mr.  James  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to  throw  into  them, 
for  the  reinforcement  of  Fort  St.  David,  near  one  hundred  recruits,  which  he 
took  out  of  the  India  men  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  Admiral  Pocock  on  their 
paffage  to  Madrafs.  He  left  his  own  boats,  an  officer,  and  fixteen  Lafcars, 
to  affifl:  in  landing  them,  and  eluded  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  with  no 
•other  lofs  or  inconvenience,  than  having  fome  of  his  rigging  cut,  and  his 
faik  fired  through. 

At  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  current  fets  flrong  to  the  N.  E.  which,  to- 
;gether  with  the  S.  W.  monfoon,  renders  it  difficult  for  fhips  that  fall  to 
leeward  of  their  port  to  beat  up.  Tht  French  admiral  therefore,  as  foon  as 
he  got  abreaft  of  Pondicherry,  made  the  general  fignal  to  leave  off  chace,  and 
flood  into  that  road,  when  he  haftily  landed  a  few  men  and  ftores,  and 
the  next  day  precipitately  failed  away  to  Mauritius  probably,  being 
convinced,  that  by  the  efcape  of  our  cruizers,  our  fettlements  and  fliips 
would  be  put  fo  much  on  their  guard,  as  to  render  any  attempt  of  his  abor¬ 
tive. 

I  once  intended  to  have  given  a  fummary  account  of  the  farther  progrefs 
of  the  Britijh  arms  in  India,  from  the  death  of  Admiral  IFatfon  down  to 
the  reduflion  of  Pondicherry  by  Colonel  Coote  in  the  year  1761  *,  but  as 
fuch  an  addition  might  probably  have  been  cenfured  by  fome  as  an  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  events,  not  belonging  to  the  plan  of  the  work,  I  was  eafily  perfuaded 
to  drop  it,  and  refer  fuch  as  are  unacquainted  with  that  glorious  «ra  of  Eng- 


UJh  hiftory,  to  the  periodical  compilations  of  the  times  j  but  rather,  to  the  in¬ 
tended  2d  volume  of  Mr.  Orme\  incomparable  hiftory  of  the  military  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  Britijh  nation  in  IndoJiaUi  which  will  foon  make  its  appearance 
to  the  public. 

In  confequence  of  the  death  of  my  good  friend  Admiral  Watfon^  and  of 
my  conftitution’s  being  greatly  impaired  by  the  unwholefome  climate  of  Ben- 
gal^  I  came  to  a  refolution  of  quitting  the  fervice;  and  having  communi¬ 
cated  my  intentions  to  my  friend  Mr.  Doidge  the  late  admiral’s  fecretary, 
and  to  Mr.  Pye  (ftorekeeper  to  the  fquadron)  I  was  happy  to  find  both 
thefe  gentlemen  in  the  fame  way  of  thinking  with  myfelf.  We  refolved: 
therefore  to  throw  up  our  feveral  employments,  and  to  return  x.o  England. 
by  the  way  of  Bajfora^  and  the  great  defert  of  Arabia.  *  But  before  this 
fcheme  could  poflibly  be  put  in  execution,  it  was  abfolutcly  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  get  the  confent  of  Rear-Admiral  Pocock ;  who^  upon  our 
making  application  to  him,  politely  accepted  of  our  refignation.  We  had 
now  a  little  time  to  look  about  us,  and  from  political  and  warlike  tranf- 
adions,  turn  our  thoughts  to  things,  which  though  not  fo  important  and' 
interefting,  were  plealing  and  entertaining.. 

In  the  evening  excurfions  which  I  made  with  Captain  Martin^  Mr.  DoUge,. 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  other  friends  near  Calcutta,  we  had  often  obferved  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  fpecies  of  birds,  called  by  the  natives  Argill,  or  Hurgill,  a  native 
of  Bengal.  They  would  majeftically  ftalk  along  before  us,  and  at  firft  we 
took  them  for  Indians,  naked.  Upon  difcovering  however  that  they  were 
birds,  we  relblved  to  ftioot  one,  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity  relative  to  theirr 
exad  magnitude  and  ftiape.  For  this,  we  frequently  went  out  with  fome 
of  our  fufils  loaded  with  ball,  others  with  Brijiol  drop  y  but,  though  we- 
had  feveral  good  marks,  our  repeated  efforts  were  fruitlefs.  We  had  always^ 
been  attended  by  the  Bearers  of  our  Palanquins,  in  whole  countenances  we- 
could  not  but  difcern  the  moft  evident  marks  of  fatisfadion,  on  our  want: 
of  fuccefs  y  at  length  one  of  them  gravely  told  us,  That  if  we  tried  to 
eternity  to  kill  thefe  birds,  we  ftiould  never  fucceed,  for  that  the  fou]s> 
of  the  Brahmins  poflelTed  them.’*  We  at  laft  grew  weary  of  the  purfuit, 
and  gave  it  over.  But  one  evening  as  I  was  returning  from  Calcutta,  ta. 
a  houfe  which  had  been  lent  me  in  the  neighbourhood,  T  obferved  one  fly¬ 
ing  very  flowdy  over  my  head,  and  afterwards  to  perch  on  a  tree  by  which> 
I  Was  to  pals ;  I  took  not  the  leaft  notice  to  my  Bearers,  until  they  were 
within  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  yards,  when  I  ordered  them  to  flop,  and^ 
having  in  my  Palanquin  a  loaded  fufil,.  1  difcharged  it;  at  the  Monjier,  and. 
brought  him  down.. 

'  The  following  are  the  exad  marks  and  dimenfions  of  this  bird : - 

The  wings  extended  14.  feet  10  inches.  From  the  tip  of  the  bill’  to  the  ex¬ 
tremity  of  tlie  claw,  it  meafured  7  feet  6  inches.  The  legs  were  naked,. 

.  and- 
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1757*  thighs;  the  naked  parts  were  full  3  feet  in 

— y-— ^  length.  The  feathers  of  the  wings  and  back  were  very  ftrong,  and  of  an 
iron  colour.  The  feathers  of  the  bread  were  long :  Over  the  belly  was  a 
great  deal  of  down,  all  of  a  dirty  white.  The  , bill  was  16  inches  round 
at  the  bafe,  of  different  colours,  and  nearly  of  a  triangular  fhape.  In 
the  craw  was  a  Terapin  or  land  tortoife  10  inches  long;  and  a  large  black 
male  cat  was  found  entire  in  it’s  ftomach. 

Having  already  mentioned  the  Beetle-nut  as  a  favourite  with  the  Indians^ 
(and  which  they  chew  with  chunam^  or  fhell  lime,  and  the  leaf  of  an  aro¬ 
matic  fhrub  that  grows  like  a  vine,  and  is  fupported  on  flicks  as  our  fcarlet 
beans,  called  alfo  Beetle-leaf)  I  fhall  here  fubjoin  a  brief  defcription  of  the 
Aricaxxtt^  which  produces  the  nut.  It  is  a  fine  flender  upright  tree,  not 
above  6  inches  thick  at  bottom,  but  grows  to  upwards  of  30  feet  high, 
and  is  jointed  at  about  8  or  9  inches  diftance,  perhaps  the  laft  year’s 
growth  :  it  contains  a  large  quantity  of  pith,  the  woody  part  being  thin, 
but  as  tough  as  whalebone.  The  leaves  grow  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
of  the  Cocoa-nut  tree,  very  long,  and  with  a  ftrong,  large  middle  rib ;  the 
flower  comes  out  between  the  concave  part  of  the  leaves.  The  nuts  are 
numerous,  and  out  of  the  hufk  (which  is  yellow  on  the  outfide,  brown  and 
■fibrous  within)  the  fruit  is  about  the  fize  of  a  large  walnut,  and  of  the  fhape 
and  colour  of  a  nutmeg,  though  fome  are  round.  The  extradl  of  this 
nut  feems  to  be  the  Terra  Japonica’,  for  after  boiling  fome  of  thofe  nuts 
with  a  little  chunam  in  the  water,  the  decoftion  is  the  colour  of  that 
drug,  and  taftes  like  it.  This  nut,  wrapped  with  chunam  in  the  Beetle- 
leaf  is  not  only  chewed  all  over  India,  by  men,  women,  and  children, 
but  is  ufed  likewife  as  an  emblem  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  being  fenc  by  the 
Rajahs  and  princes  to  thofe  with  whom  they  intend  to  live  in  friendfhip, 
and  is  given  to  you  on  all  vifits  you  make  to  the  natives. 

There  is  alfo  in  Bengali  elegant,  large,  fp reading  flower  tree,  called  Chulta : 
the  leaves  are  a  pale  but  pleafant  green,  deeply  furrowed  above,  and  highly 
ridged  below ;  they  grow  in  bunches,  in  a  plume-like  form,  and  round  the 
end  of  the  branches.  The  flower  is  at  firft  a  hard  green  ball,  on  footftalks 
about  4  inches  ;  this  opens,  and  the  calix  is  compofed  of  5  round  thick 
fuccuknt  leaves  ;  the  corolla  is  alfo  5  fine  beautiful  white  round  petals  :  the 
ftamina  are  numerous  and  lingueform  ;  ftyles  fixteen,  and  lancelated.  They 
ftand  in  a  radiated  manner,  and  after  one  day  the  corolla  falls  off,  and  the 
ball  clofes  again,  when  it  is  fold  in  their  markets.  There  is  a  fucceflion  of 
thefe  for  feveral  months,  but  no  other  appearance. — The  Mango  tree  is 
plenty  in  Bengal,  which  grows  to  a  large  fize,  and  fpreads  much ;  the  wood 
is  brown,  and  ufed  only  for  indifferent  work,  the  leaves  are  a  fine  green,  and 
grow  in  bunches  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches.  The  flowers  grow  on 
a  fpike  at  the  end  of  the  branches,  and  at  the  extremity  of  the  flower  hangs 
one,  two,  and  fometimes  three  Mangos.  The  fruit,  when  ripe,  is  yellow 
and  reddifh,  full  of  a  fine  agreeable  juice :  Some  Mangos  are  very  full  of 

thread. 
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thread,  or  hair-like  fibres  *,  the  juice  runs  out  of  thefe  on  cutting,  or  with  a  1757. 
little  handling ;  the  others  which  have  few  or  no  fibres  are  much  the  fineft  *,  ' — v — 
they  cut  like  an  apple,  but  more  juicy^  and  I  have  feen  fome  as  big  as  a 
large  man’s  fill.  The  form  is  oval,  and  they  contain  a  large  kernel  in  a 
tough  hufk  near  half  as  big  as  the  fruit  •,  this  ftone  is  taken  out  of  the 
green  ones  which  are  pickled  and  carried  to  England.  The  ripe  fruit  is 
very  wholefome,  and  except  very  fine  pine  apples,  is  preferable  to  any  in 
India  \  the  gentlemen  eat  little  elfe  in  the  hot  months,  when  they  are  in  fea- 
fon,  if  no  wine  is  drank  with  them,  they  are  apt  to  throw  out  trouble- 
fome  but  healthful  boils. 

In  the  walks  at  Bengal  they  have  a  tall  tree,  called  the  Tatoon.,  and  which 
Captain  Birch  is  faid  to  have  firft  brought  from  England.  The  leaves  are  of  a 
deep  fhining  green,  the  lower  part  rather  paler,  where  it  is  ribbed,  and  undu¬ 
lated  round  the  edges.  I  faw  no  flowers,  but  the  fruit  is  of  the  fize,  fhape 
and  colour  of  an  olive;  it  hath  a  moderate  thin  hulk,  and  contains  a  kernel, 

like  that  of  the  date :  five  or  fix  grow  on  the  fame  pedicle.— - Near  Calcutta 

is  a  large  fpreading  tree  called  the  Rujj'a^  which  makes  a  fine  appearance 
when  in  full  bloom.  The  natives  fay  that  this,  and  another  near  the  Dutch 
lettlement,  are  the  only  two  in  Bengal^  they  pretend  likewife  that  they  could 
never  find  the  feed,  which  muft  certainly  be  a  miflake,  becaufe  there  is  abun¬ 
dance,  and  large.  That  they  could  not  preferve  them  may  be  true,  becaule 
the  ants  and  other  vermin  are  exceflively  fond  of  them,  fo  that  ybu  can  never 
find  a  pod  untouched  either  by  infefls  within,  or  ants ;  Mr.  Thomas  attended 
the  tree  daily  for  a  confiderable  time  to  procure  a  whole  pod,  but  in  vain. 

The  bark  is  brown  and  rough;  the  leaves  are  a  deep  green,  but  bright ; 
they  are  pinnated,  4  pair  and  an  odd  one,  or  5  pair  on  every  pinna ;  feveral 
of  thefe  grow  round  every  branch,  which  makes  the  whole  bufhy.  The 
flower  grows  out  between  the  lower  leaves  of  the  pinnae,  on  a  fliort  but 
ftrong  footftalk;  this  divides  and  fubdivides  into  a  great  number,  fo  as  to 
make  the  whole  a  hemifphere.  On  the  top  of  each  of  thefe,  is  a  flower 
of  a  bright  crimfon,  orange,  and  different  fhades  down  to  yellow  ;  they 
are  monopetalous ;  the  cup  is  about  an  inch  long,  divided  above  in  four, 
ten  ftamina,  and  one  ftyle :  they  almoft  cover  the  tree,  and  there  is  a 
long  fucceflion  of  them,  but  little  fmell.  The  fruit  is  a  pod  of  the.fliapc 
and  fize  of  a  large  garden  bean,  containing  4  or  5  large  flefhy  feeds, 
which  eafily  fall  in  tv/o  when  dry  ;  they  are  brown  on  the  outfide,  white 
within,  nearly  fquare,  but  convex  on  the  fides. 

The  latter  end  ol'-05ioher.,  the  Indian  inhabitants  near  Calcutta.,  were  or¬ 
dered  by  the  governor  and  council  to  remove  from  the  black  town,  and  to 
build  houfes  for  themfelves  on  another  fpot,  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the 
fort.  This  was  owing  to  the  governor  and  council’s  refolution  in  coni’equence 
of  Colonel  Clive's  advice,  to  enlarge  and  well  fecure  Fort  JVilliam.,  which 
could  not  be  done,  whilft  the  Indian  town  was  (landing.  It  muft  be  owned, 
that  the  natives  received  but  a  lliort  notice  to  remove  themfelves  and 
families ;  but  certain  intelligence  having  been  received,  that  the  country 

b  Rajdhs 
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Rajahs  were  afl*embnng  troops  with  a  view  of  dirpiiting  the  late  acquired 
^  authority  of  Meer  it  was  therefore  thought  indirpenfably  neceflary 

that  the  fortrefs  fiould  with  the  utrnoft  expedition  be  put  on  a  much  more 
refpeftable  footings  than  what  it  had  ever  heretofore  been. 

Accounts  are  here  kept  in  imaginary  or  current  Rupees^  Annas^  and: 
Rices, 

The  Rupee  is  valued  in  the  company’s  calh  at  2  r.  3  d. 
t6  Annas  make  a  Rupee. 

12  Pices  make  an  Anna. 

Cowry  (hells  are  alfo  current  here  on  account  of  the  cheapnefs  of  provk 
fiohs ;  thefe  vary  as  to  their  value,  from  4000  to  4800  to  the  Rupee^  as  hatbt 
already  been  noticed. 

It  muft  alfo  be  ohferved  that  the  Arcot  and  Pondicherry  Rupees  have  an 
advajice  or  Batta  of  H  per  Cent,  over  the  current  Rupees,. 

1  hofe  of  Bombay  have  a  Batta  of  10  per  Cent. 

New  Siccas  or  Royal  Rupees  have  a  Batta  of  20  per  Cent. 

But  the  latter  lofe  in  their  value  2.  per  Cent,  every  year,  until  they  are  re-^ 
coined.. 


QUA?:. 


r  1S7  ] 


CHAP.  XIII. 


Occurrences  on  the  voyage  from  Calcutta  to  Gombroon. — Arrival  at  Columbo, 
Anjengo,  Cochin,  vnth  defcriptions  of  the  places. — Account  of  the  Cochin  or 
Elephant-leg. — Arrival  at.,  and  a  fhort  account  of  TtWichtxxy.,  Goa,  Bom¬ 
bay,  and  Gorc\h^oQn,-~~Obfervations  on  the  Banian  tree. 


The  beginning  of  the  month  of  November.,  was  fpent  in  taking  leave  1737. 

of  our  many  friends,  both  of  the  fquadron,  and  of  Calcutta  *,  and  in  v-7— > 

writing  letters  to  many  others  on  the  Coromandel  coaft,  exprefling  our  gra¬ 
titude  for  the  many  civilities  and  afts  of  friendlhip  they  had  Ihewn  us,  dur¬ 
ing  our  refidence  among  them.  The  polite  and  friendly  treatment,  we  had 
all  experienced  on  our  arrival,  and  during  our  flay  in  India,  from  the  prin¬ 
cipal  families  refiding  in  thofe  places,  required  that  this  compliment  Ihou.'d 
be  paid  to  them.  In  truth,  the  hofpitality  and  generofity  fhewn  to  ftrangeis 
in  general  in  this  country,  are  beyond  expreflion  ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  point 
out  a  part  of  the  world  where  the  fpirit  of  charity  is  more  nobly  exerted 
than  in  our  Eaji  India  company’s  fettlements :  numerous  inftances  might  be 
mentioned,  where  princely  fubfcriptions  have  in  a  few  hours  been  raifed,  and 
applied  to  the  effedlual  relief  of  many  unfortunate  families. 

On  Saturday  the  19th  of  November  we  \th  Calcutta,  and  embarked  in  a 
fmall  boat  on  the  Ganges,  being  provided  with  a  letter  of  recommendation 
from  Mr.  Gee,  a  free  merchant  in  Bengal,  to  Baron  Kniphaufen,  gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Hand  Karec  in  the  Perjian  gulph.  A  young  gentleman  named 
Pigot,  (late  burgeon  of  a  bomb-vejfel)  w'ent  with  us  from  Calcutta,  with  a 
view  of  getting  a  paflage  to  England  in  an  European  Ihip  from  Bombay.  As 
fo  long  and  dangerous  a  journey  was  before  us,  we  thought  it  necefiary,  for 
the  good  regulation  of  our  little  party’s  affairs,  to  appoint  Mr.  Doidge  to 
act  as  our  chief,  invefting  him  with  the  fupreme  diredion  ;  and  Mr.  Pye 
we  conftituted  our  fecretary.  Mr.  Doidge  had  in  charge  fome  difpatches  of 
importance  from  Admiral  Pocock  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty.  He  was  entrufted  alfo  with 

B  b  z  others 
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>757*  others  from  the  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta  to  the  diredors  of  the 
\ — y — I  ££iJI  Jn'dia  company.  i 

On  Monday  the  21ft,  we  and  our  fervants  repaired  on  board  his  majefty’s 
fhip  the  Cumberland^  which  from  the  time  fhe  entered  the  river,  had  been 
ftationed  at  Culpee*.  On  the  25th  we  embarked  in  the  Revenge,  an  armed 
Frigate  belonging  to  the  Eaji  India  company,  which  had  been  ordered  by 
the  admiral  to  carry  us  to  Bombay,  arid  which  at  this  time  was  ftiii  com¬ 
manded  by  Commodore  whom  I  have  had  often  occafion  to  men¬ 

tion.  On  our  entering  the  Revenge,  the  commodore  was  fo  complaifant 
as  to  honour  us  with  a  falute  of  1 1  guns.  In  the  afternoon  we  anchored 
at  Jngelee.  An  incident  happened  during  our  paflage  from  Calcutta  to 
Culpee,  which  at  the  inftant  diverted  our  company  not  a  little,  and 
though  but  of  fmall  confequence  in  itfelf,  yet  as  it  conveys  an  idea  of 
the  Indian  culloms  in  this  particular,  the  inferting  k  may  not  be  altogether 

unacceptable. - One  day  we  received  a  meflfage  from  a  farmer  of  that  part 

of  the  country  which  belonged  to  our  India  company,  requeftirg  admittance 
to  us  on  an  affair  which  to  him  was  very  interefting.  We  were  told,  that  he 
had  a  petition  to  offer,  and  I  v/as  appointed  to  receive  the  petitioner  in  form, 
bccaufe  I  was  the  moif  corpulent  perfon  of  the  party ;  my  fellow-travellers 
having  pleafantly  obferved,  that  corpulency  in  this  country  is  always  efteem- 
cd  an  infallible  mark  of  heaven’s  favour,  and  which  it  never  beftows  on 
any  but  its  peculiar  favourites.  Upon  his  being  introduced  into  the  cabbin 
of  our  veffe],  he  immediately  pioftrated  himfelf  at  my  feet,  kiffed  my  fhoe, 
and  laid  before  me  four  or  five  rupees,  with  a  remnant  of  cotton-cloth. 
He  then  was  defired  to  feat  himfelf,  and  to  relate  his  bufinefs :  on  which,  he 
complained  much  of  the  opprefiions  he  had  lately  fuffered  from  the  Zemindar- 
of  his  diftricl,  expatiated  on  the  feveral  particulars,  and  intreated  our  affift- 
ance,  by  a  letter  addreffed  to  fome  gentlemen  of  confequence  at  Calcutta,  It. 
appearing  to  us  that  he  had  really  been  very  ill  treated,  I  flated:  his  cafe  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Becher,  a  gentleman  of  the  council,  with  whom  I  thought  I, 
might  take  that  liberty ;  ^nd  fince  have  had  the  fatisfadtion  to  hear,  that  Mr, 
Becher  in  confequence  of  my  application,  fo  kindly  exerted  himfelf  in  our 
petitioner’s  behalf,  as  to  procure  him  effedlual  redrefs.  We  wilhed  very 
heartily  to  have  returned  the  farmer  his  ofiering,  but  we-  had  before  learned 
from  many  fimilar  inftances  which  had  occurred  during  our  flay  in  India, 
chat  this  could  not  be  done  without  taking-^  from  him  all  hopes  of  being 
relieved  ;  for  he  hereby  would  have  underftood,  that  the  letter  which  we 
had  given  to  him,  was  written  rather  to- his  difad  vantage,,  than  his  benefit, 

Monday  the  28th  at  nine  in  the  mornings  we  failed  from  Ingelee,  and  at 
the  fame  hour  in  the  evening,  our  pilot  left  us,  when  we  had  a  fine  gale 
from  the  north-eaft.  December  the  2d  at  noon,  we  were  happy  to  find 

*  During  the  time  of  her.  lying  here,  flie  took  z.  french  {Hip,  which  came  into  the  Gangest, 
richly  laden.,  ' 

ourfelves. 
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mirfelves  in  13  degrees  north,-  the  latitude  of  Madrafs.  The  quick  run  we  1757. 
had  from  Bengal^  which  now  took  us  up  only  five  days  *,  compared  with  the 
tedious  paflage  of  feven  weeks  which  we  had  to  it  from  Madrafs  the  laft  year, 
ferved  abundantly  to  convince  us  of  the  exceeding  great  ftrength  and  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  monfoon,  and  how  difficult  and  dangerous  it  will  always  be  to 
beat  up  againft  it. — In  the  night  of  the  5th  following,  a  Have  black  boy, 
who  had  been  fold  by  our  Bengal  pilot  to  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
Revenge,  on  account  of  his  having  been  too  familiar  with  his  mailer’s  Have 
wench,  fuddenly  difappeared ;  having,  as  we  fuppofed,  thrown  himfelf  over¬ 
board.  The  boy  became  fullen  from  the  moment  the  pilot  parted  with 
him,  and  told  the  other  boys  of  the  fhip,  that  he  was  much  in  love  with 
the  girl,  and  that  Ihe  was  then  pregnant  by  him. — -We  could  not  but  lament 
the  hard  fate  of  thefe  two  unhappy,  but  faithful  lovers ! 

The  8th,  by  obfervation  at  noon,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of 
6°  i*  north,  and  in  fight  of  the  iOand  of  Ceylon,  remarkable  as  hath  beert 
already  obferved  for  the  large  quantity  of  fpice  it  yields  to  the  Dutch-. 

Befidcs  fpices,  it  alfo  produces  arrack  in  great  plenty.  The  Dutch  fupply 
the  other  parts  of  India  with  this  commodity,  as  well  as  fend  a  great  quan¬ 
tity  to  Europe.  By  age  it  becomes  (as  I  was  told)  nearly  as  mild  and 
foft  to  the  tafte,  as  what  they  make  at  Batavia,  though,  when  newly  diftilled, 
it  is  very  fiery  and  difagreeable^ 

Wednefday  the  14th,  in  the  afternoorr,'  we  anchored  in  Columbo  road.  Mr. 

Doidge  and  I  went  on  Ihore  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr.  Knox,  the  fupercargo  of 
the  Fatty  Salem,  Captain  Woodfon :  we  found  that  he  had  been  very  ilh 
and  that  his  rllnefs  had  been  occafioned  by  a  cold  he  caught  at  Galle,  in 
dancing  with  fome  ladies,  who  were  juft  arrived  from  Europe.  By  what  I 
could  learn  from  Mr.  Knox,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  practice  of  phyfic, 
and  had  treated  bis  diforder  as  a  fever  of  the  intermittent  kind,  he  had 
unfortunately  taken  too  large  a  quantity  of  the  Feruvian  bark.  At  this 
time  he  laboured  under  a  very  confiderable  hardnefs  on  the  left  lobe  of 
the  liver,  with  a  conftipation  of  the  body. — The  bolufies  of  the  Mercurius 
Alcalizatus,  clyfters,  and  fomentations  which  I  preferibed,.  gave  him  a  little 
relief ;  bur  the  next  day  his  delirium  returned,  and  then  at  his  earned  re- 
queft,  made  in  lucid  intervals,  he  was  carried  on  board  the  Revenge  •,  where 
he  died  the  i8th  of  a  mortification  of  the  bowels  and  ftomach,  much 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him. 

The  town  of  Columbo,  is  the  chief  fettlement  of  the  Dutch  on  this  ifland, 
and  indeed,  next  to  Batavia  on  the  ifle  of  Java,  is  the  moft- important  of  any 
they  poflTefs  in  the  Eaji  Indies.  It  is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland, 
in  the  latitude  of  feven  degrees  north,  on  a  gently  rifing  ground.  The  foil 
is  a  red  fand,  mixed  with  fmall  black  fhining  gravel,  which  harden  to  a  good 
pavement  in  the  ftreets.  Thefe  are  all  fo  judicioufly  contrived  by  eafy 
aftents  and  defeents,  that  no  inconvenience  can  poffibly  arife,  even  from  the 

5  greateJft: 
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1757*  greateft  rains.  They  are  alfo  very  wide,  and  have  a  beautiful  r?v7  of 

-■v— ^  trees  on  each  fide,  between  which  and  the  houfes,  is  a  very  fmoorh  and 
regular  pavement.  Between  each  tree  too,  there  is  a  very  fine  and  r^frefh- 
ing  grafs  verdure,  equal,  if  not  fiiperior  to  what  we  fee  in  the  belt  walks 
of  the  raoft  noted  gardens  in  England.  The  ftreets  likewife  all  crofs  each 
other  at  right  angles,  and  upon  the  whole  are  fo  elegantly  difpofed,  and  fo 
very  unlike  any  thing  of  the  kind  we  had  before  feen  in  India.,  that  we  could 
not  help  admiring  the  fuperior  (kill  and  ingenuity  of  the  Dutch. 

After  we  had  fatisfied  our  curiofity  in  viewing  the  beauty  and  regula¬ 
rity  of  the  buildings,  we  walked  to  the  extremities  of  the  town,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  fortifications,  which  towards  the  fea  are  but  indifferent.  Indeed 
there  is  no  neceffity  for  that  part  being  very  flrong,  as  no  enemy  can  ap¬ 
proach  near  enough  to  do  them  any  confiderable  damage ;  they  have  wifely 
therefore  turned  their  chief  Itrength  towards  the  land,  and  have  fo  well 
executed  their  defigns,  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  all  the  Europeans  in 
India^  collected  into  one  army,  would  be  able  to  make  very  little,  if  any 
impreffion  at  all  upon  the  place.  The  citadel  is  of  an  irregular  figure, 
occafioned  by  the  form  of  the  ground  on  which  it  Hands ;  the  wall  feems  to 
be  built  of  very  good  and.  large  ftones ;  the  baftions  are  very  extenfive;  and 
round  moft  part  of  the  town  there  is  a  double  wall.  Here  is  alfo  a  wet 
ditch,  full  fixty  feet  wide,  and  a  covered  way,  and^/^c/j,  where  the  ground 
will  admit  of  it.  The  Dutch  at  this  place,  feem  to  be  as  capable  of  defending 
themfelves  againft  an  enemy  by  the  good  difpofition  they  have  likewife 
made  of  their  water,  as  by  the  ftrength  of  their  fortifications  ;  for  they  have 
fo  contrived  it,  that  a  man  cannot  pofTibly  approach  the  citadel  under  any 
cover,  though  at  a  little  diftance  a  ftranger  would  be  apt  to  imagine,  that 
the  whole  town  was  built  in  a  wood.  There  is  always  a  garrifon  here  of 
thirteen  hundred  Europeans.,  all  fine  looking,  healthy  young  men ;  for  in  our 
whole  day’s  walk  we  did  not  fee  three  Ibldiers  who  appeared  to  be  forty 
years  of  age.  Among  other  military  and  naval  (lores,  we  could  not  help 
taking  notice  of  a  great  number  of  fine  mafts,  fome  of  which  appeared  as 
large  as  the  middle  piece  of  a  feventy  gun  (hip’s  main-maft. 

We  were  introduced  to  the  governor  of  Columho,  (who  from  his  lofty 
deportment  towards  us,  and  the  great  authority  he  poffeifes  in  this  part  of 
the  world,  may  be  juftly  (tiled  High  and  Mighty)  by  Mynheer  Planchard, 
his  mafter  of  ceremonies  ;  but  our  reception  was  fo  cool,  that  we  entertained 
a  very  mean  opinion  of  the  governor’s  civility  to  (Irangers.  As  to  Planchardy 
his  open  countenance  befpoke  a  mind  quite  happy  and  at  eafe,  and  he  very 
fociably  drank  his  bottle  of  wine  with  us  at  the  public  houfe  the  firft  night 
after  our  arrival  •,  bat  never  took  the  lead  notice  of  us  afterwards.  This 
change  in  his  behaviour,  was  in  all  probability  owing  to  the  influence  of 
Mynheer  Shrewder  the  governor ;  between  whom  and  Commodore  James 
no  kind  of  civilities  had  paft,  as  the  manner  of  faluting,  and  returning  the 
^alute,  could  not  be  adjufted  between  them.  We  obferved  nothing  worthy 

of 
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®f  remark  in  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  except  that  the  breafls  of  the  men, 
who  were  natives  of  -Ceylon^  appeared  to  us  of  an  uncommon  fize.  While 
we  lay  here,  three  delerrers  from  the  Dutch  came  on  board  of  us^  two. 
were  hollandeis,  and  the  third  Alexander  MAntoJh^  .a  Scotchman.  The  laft 
I  engaged  as  my  fervant,  and  he  was  added  to  our  party. 

Saturday  the  1 7th  of  December  we  fet  fail  from  Columho,  in  company  with 
an  Englijh  merchant-lhip  from  Bengal.  On  the  19th  we  were  off  AnjengOy. 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  then  buried  Mr.  Knox.,  the  Revenge  firing  half¬ 
minute  guns.  .  Anjengo  lies  in  the  latitude  of  8°  3 5"  north,  and  is  die  Ibuth- 
ernmofi  of  our  fettlements. 

Mr,  Moor  came  on  board  with  Mr.  Spencer  the  Chiefs  compliments  to 
Commodore  James  and  his  paffengers,  defiring  the  pleafure  of  their  com¬ 
pany  at  his  houfe^  Here  we  were  genteely  and  hofpitably  entertained,  till 
the  23d.  Our  mornings  we  fpent  in  reading,  or  rather  feafting  on  the 
many  news-papers,  magazines,  and  political  pamphlets,  lately  brought  from 
Europe.  The  evenings  we  paft  on  the  river  in  the  Chiefs  barge,  with  our 
mulkets,  in  purfuit  of  alligators.  The  groves  on  each  fide  the  river,  are 
chiefly  planted  with  cocoa-nut  trees,  and  are  inhabited  by  men  and  women 
in  almoff  a  pure  ftate  of  nature,  for  they  go  with  their  breafts  and  bellies 
entirely  naked :  this  cuftom  prevails  univerfally  throughout  every  Caji^ 
from  the  pooreft  planter  of  rice,  to  the  daughter  or  confort  of  the  king 
upon  the  throne. 

Here,  for  the  firft  time,  I  favv  pepper  grow :  the  plant  Is  a  creeper  that 
runs  up  and  around  trees ;  and  I  found  the  tree  which  gives  the  Congery\ 
or  Eellicherry*  bark,  to  be  the  moft  common  fupporter  of  it.  This  grows  to 
the  fize  of  our  common  cherry  tree  *,  the  pepper,  like  the  ivy,  entwines 
itfelf  about  the  tree,  and  fends  off  duffers,  refcmbling  the  firff  fhootings  of 
a  bunch  of  grapes.  A  great  variety  of  doves  are  found  here;  one  fort  is 
green,  and  larger  than  the  common  pidgeon.  Here  are  alfo  fnipes,  a  few 
woodcocks,  hares,  and  wild  hogs,  but  no  partridges.  The  fea  abounds  with 
Sardinias,  Mullet,  Horfe-mackrel,  Rock-filh,  Eels,  young  Sharks,  Nayer- 
filh,  ^c. 

Anjengo  fort  is  fniall,  but  neat  and  ftrong ;  it  is  a  fquare  with  four  baf- 
tions,  having  eight  guns  mounted  on  each,  carrying  a  ball  of  eighteen 
pounds.  Two  of  thefe  baftions  face  the  fea,  the  other  two  the  country,. 


^  This  bark  was  many  years  ago  recommended  to  me  by  Mr.  Swan,  late  furgeon  of 
his  majefty’s  dock-yard  at  Port/meuth,  under  the  name  of  the  Cort  de  Pala,  as  an  excellent 
fuccedaneum  to  the  Peruvian  or  JefuiP^  bark  ;  ai>d  when  I  got  to  India  I  frequently  ufed  it 
with  fuccefs.  It  is  no  where  to  be  met  with  but  on  the  Malabar  coaft  ;  and  Ihould  a  large 
quantity  be  wanted,  it  cannot  be  purchafed  at  Bombay  on  a  fudden,  but  timely  notice  muft  be 
^iven  for  it’s  being  procured  from  J^ellichsrry. 

5  Befides 
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Befides  thefe,  there  is  a  line  of  eighteen  or  twenty  guns  pointing  towards 
the  fea,  of  eighteen  and  twenty-four  pounders.  About  a  piilol  fliot  from  the 
back  of  the  fort,  runs  a  river,  which,  befides  its  being  a  fecurity  to  the 
fadlory,  adds  much  to  the  agreeable  fituation  of  the  place.  This  river  has 
its  fource  in  fome  diftant  mountains,  and  defcending  in  a  courfe  from  the 
north  and  eaft,  it  afterwards  turns  in  feveral  pleafing  meanders  fo  far  to 
the  weft,  as  to  wafti  the  bottom  of  our  factory’s  garden,  and  at  laft  winding 
to  the  fouth,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea.  Several  beautiful  fmall  iflands 
too^  which  are  waftied  by  its  current,  diverfify  the  fcenery,  and  greatly 
heigiiten  the  beauty  of  the  profpecl. 

The  firft  evening  we  fpent  in  the  barge,  we  were  accompanied  by  a 
Marchan,  ov  Moorman^  governor  of  12  CarricarSy  or  officers  of  diftrifls,  all 
under  the  king  of  Travencore.  This  drank  beer  and  wine,  with  as 

much  fatisfaftion  as  any  of  us.  He  had  no  covering  for  his  back,  and 
the  evening  being  fomewhat  ffiarp,  one  of  our  company  exprefied  his  fear 
that  the  air  would  be  too  cold  for  him  *,  to  which  he  chearfully  replied, 
“  The  weather,  while  I  am  in  the  company  of  Englijh  gentlemen,  is  never 
too  cold,  or  any  way  difagreeable.”  About  feven  miles  up  the  river,  at  a 
place  called  Attinga^  and  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  water,  is  a 
Pagoda  or  temple  of  the  Gentoos,  in  which  the  queen  of  Attinga  refides. 
Till  of  late,  the  town  and  country  of  Attinga  were  quite  independent  of  the 
king  of  Travencore^  but  now  they  are  tributary  to  him.  The  eldeft  fon  of 
the  queen  of  Attinga  is  always  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  Travencore. 
We  remarked  at  this  place,  a  fingular  maxim  of  ftate  policy,  adopted  by 
the  kingdoms  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  To  afcertain.  to  themfelves  a  fuccef- 
fion  of  princes,  defcending  from  the  pure  and  royal  blood  of  their  antient 
monarchs,  the  right  of  fucceffion  to  the  throne  is  determined  to  belong  to 
the  eldeft  fon  of  the  female  line :  hence,  a  king’s  fon  in  this  country  is  pre- 
cifely  on  the  fame  footing  with  a  daughter  of  the  French  king,  only  with 
this  difference  (or  rather  degradation)  that  the  young  Malabar  prince, 
being  ranged  (like  all  others  of  the  Nayer  or  royal  Cafi)  among  the  iecond 
Caji  or  clafs  of  the  nation,  gives  place  in  rank  to  the  Brahmins  *, 

V 

This  fettlemcnt  fuppiies  our  Eaji  India  company  with  pepper  i  and  its 
iituation  is  alfo  very  convenient  for  giving  proper  intelligence  to  our  fhips 
touching  here  from  Europe,  or  from  any  part  of  India.  The  prefent  chief, 
Mr.  Spencer^  is  a  man  of  an  excellent  charaifter  both  for  probity  and  fagacity 


*  The  following  paflage  ln,Gu(bnys  hiftory  of  the  world,  proves  however  that  this  maxim 
of  the  eldeft  foii  ot  the  female  line  fuceeeding  to  the  throne,  is  not  entirely  confined  to  the 
Malabar  coaft. 

“  According  to  the  eftabliftiecl  order  of  fucceffion  among  fome  of  the  j^thiopic  nations,  upon 
the  death  of  the  king,  his  fifler’s  fon  mounted  the  throne :  and  in  cafe  the  female  branches 
of  the  royal  family  tailed  of  iffiue,  they  chofe  the  moll  beautiful  and  valiant  perfon  among  them 
for  their  king.”  Vol.  5.  page  252. 

the 
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the  greatefl  harmony  and  fatisfadion  fubfifl:  among  the  inhabitants  in  his  1757. 
government  v  — > 

December  the  25th  at  noon  we  anchored  in  Cochin  road,  a  fettlement  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Dutch.,  in  the  latitude  of  9°  50'  north.  We  dined  with  the 
chief,  De  Toung.,  by  them  called  commandant  \  he  was  a  very  obliging 
little  man.  After  dinner  we  drank  fuccefs  to  the  king  of  England.,  the 
Hates  of  Holland,  &c. ;  and  when  our  wine  was  finifhed,  we  took  a  fhort 
ride  to  the  company’s  country  houfe,  in  fingle-horfe  chaifes,  accompanied  by 
the  commandant  and  the  late  chief  of  ^ilon.  The  town  of  Cochin  is  not 
unpleafant,  but  in  point  of  grandeur,  regularity,  and  indeed  in  every  other 
rcfped,  it  falls  greatly  lliort  of  Columho.  We  found  the  Dutch  in  this  fet¬ 
tlement  involved  in  difputes  with  the  country  powers,  whofe  head  is  ftiled 
Samoreen,  a  title  equal  to  king.  This  prince  had  lately  taken  a  fort  or  two 
from  the  Dutch,  at  about  ten  leagues  diftance  from  Cochin,  they  were 
then  affembling  forces  to  oppofe  him,  and  for  that  purpofe  had  already 
landed  three  or  four  hundred  foldiers  from  Batavia.  From  this  place,  the 
Dutch  are  chiefly  fupplied  with  pepper.  The  fortification  is  irregular,  but 
ftrong  enough  to  refill  any  country  power,  and  has  forty  or  fifty  guns  facing 
the  fea.  Many  families  of  Jews  are  eftablifhed  here  ;  their  anceltors  were 
found  on  this  fpot  by  the  Portuguefe  at  their  firfl:  fettling  in  the  country  *,  and 
the  general  opinion  is,  that  they  are  defendants  of  fome  Jews  who  travelled 
hither  foon  after  the  final  deltruclion  of  the  temple.  One  Ezekiel  a  Rabbi 
is  now  living  at  Cochin,  a  man  of  confequence,  and  his  word  is  held  in 
high  ellimation  5  he  is  a  lover  of  fcience,  and  underllands  allronomy. 

Wf  could  not  but  take  notice  at  this  place,  of  a  great  number  of  the 
Cochin  or  Elephant  legs.  This  is  a  diforder  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Malabar  coall,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  of  Cochin.  It  feems  to  be  merely 
an  oedematous  fwelling,  arifing  from  an  impoverilhed  Hate  of  the  blood  ;  and 
in  many  perfons  the  leg  is  of  fo  enormous  a  fize,  as  to  occafion  it’s  being  called 
the  Elephant-leg,  having  greatly  the  appearance  both  in  Jhape  and  bignefs 
of  the  Elephant's.  I  could  not  learn  that  any  remedy  for  this  diforder 
had  been  difcovered  by  the  natives,  and  as  they  feldom  or  never  apply  to 
Europeans  for  alTiHance,  I  believe  they  are  feldom  if  ever  cured :  but  were  ‘ 
they  to  do  fo,  probably  it  would  but  little  avail,  fince  an  alteration  from 
the  pooreH  to  the  moH  cordial  and  nutritious  diet  would  certainly  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  them,  and  we  well  know,  that  every  Cafi  of  Indians  are  fo  much 
wedded  to  their  own  particular  cuHoms,  they  would  fooner  choofe  to  die, 
than  materially  to  alter  their  ufual  courfe  of  living,  even  if  their  circum- 
Hances  permitted  it-f.  The  generality  of  thofe  who  labour  under  this 

*  This  gentleman  is  fince  dead. 

-I-  Of  this,  we  had  feveral  inftances  in  our  long  paflage  to  Bengal,  among  the  ^efoys  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Clive,  who  perilhed  becaufe  they  would  not  partake  of  the  Ihip’s 
provifioos  after  their  own  had  been  expended. 

C  c  diforder. 
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17^7.  diforder,  feldoni  are  able  indeed  to  call  in  any  aTidance,  being  compofed 
of  the  very  pooreft  of  the  people,  who  feed  chiefly  on  Sardinias^  and  can¬ 
not  purchafe  even  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  rice  to  boil  with  the  fifli  for 
their  daily  fubfiftence.  1  was  informed,  that  thefe  poor  wretches  are  fup- 
ported  for  whole  weeks  together,  perhaps  months,  with  no  other  aliment 
than  what  this  fpecies  of  filh  affords  ;  and  their  drink  is  water  only,  unlefs 
by  way  of  regale  they  now  and  then  procure  a  draught  of  the  fimple  un¬ 
fermented  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut-tree,  called  Toddy. 

1758.  The  28th  we  failed  from  Cochin^  and  on  the  3111  anchored  at  Tellicherry. 

■ — y— ^  The  next  day  {January  ift  1758)  we  dined  with  our  company’s  chief,  Mr. 
Hodges^  who  was  fo  polite  as  to  introduce  us  to  every  gentleman  and  lady 
of  the  fettlement.  After  dinner,  many  loyal  healths  went  round,  with- 
firing  of  cannon  at  each  interefting  toaft.  T ellicherry  is  a  fettlement  in¬ 
dependant  of  AnjengOy  but  both  are  fubordinate  to  Bombay.  Befides  it’s  own- 
garrifon,  there  are  feveral  other  forts  in  the  neighbourhood  *,  one  to  the 
fouthward,  at  about  a  mile  diftance,  and  therefore  called  Mile-end^  and  eight 
or  nine  to  the  northv/ard,  all  under  the  government  of  the  chief  here.  Thefe 
forts  are  of  no  other  ufe  but  ta  fecure  the  pepper-trade,  by  preventing  the 
natives  from  clandeftinely  bringing  it  to  the  water’s  fide,  to  the  prejudice 
of  our  commerce. 

Tellicherry  fort  is  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground,  but  there  is  another  hill 
within  cannon  Ihot  yet  higher,  on  which  (lands  a  little  inconfiderable  fort.. 
Was  this  laft  in  poffefiion  of  an  enemy,  it  would  entirely  command  that 
of  Tellicherry,  About  two  miles  to  the  fouthward,  on  a  very  fine  eminence,, 
is  the  French  fettlement  of  Mahie,,  the  only  one  of  confequence  that 
nation  has  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Tellicherry^. 
our  factory  having  unfortunately  loft  their  furgeon,  a  French  gentleman  of 
that  profeflion  at  M[ahie\  notwithftanding  the  war  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  occafionally  vifited  our  fick,.  and  Mrs..  Hodges  had  been  fome  time 
under  his  care  *.  Our  garrifon  for  the  defence  of  Tellicherry,^  and  it’s 
neighbouring  forts,  confifts  of  about  four  hundred  European  troops,  and 
as  many  Topajfes.  Almoft  the  whole  time  we  continued  here,  the 
Brijlol  Frigate  (formerly  an  Englijh  privateer,  but  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  French)  lay  at  anchor  off  Mahie.  This  fliip,  after  having 
landed  forty  or  fifty  foldiers,  took  in  fome  pepper,  and  failed  fas  we 

then  imagined)  for  Mauritius. - About  four  miles  from  Tellicherry.^  there  is 

a  fmall  ifland,  belonging  to  the  Englijh,  called  Famapatany  on  which  Mr.. 
Boidge  difcovered  a  fpring  of  excellent  water,  before  unknown  to  our 
people. 

*  After  the  redudlion  of  Pondicherry  \n  the  year  176?,  an  armament  was  equipped  againft 
this  French  fettlement  of  Mahie,  under  the  command  of  Major  Heiior  Monro,  who  in  concert 
with  Mr^  Uodgey,  took  the  place,,  though  defended  by  above  2Co  pieces  of  cannon. 

We 


We  failed  from  ^ellicherry^  the  3d  of  January^  and  on  the  8th  anchored 
in  the  road  of  Goa.  The  fame  afternoon,  we  pafTed  pleafantly  up  the  river 
in  a  boat  belonging  to  2i  T ortuguefe  nobleman,  accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Howel  of  Bombay^  who  embarked  on  board  our  frigate  at  Anjengo.  Goa  is  the 
principal,  and  almoft  the  only  fettlement  which  remains  to  the  Portuguefe^  of  all 
the  large  pofieffions  they  once  had  in  the  Eafi  Indies.  It  hath  been  generally 
governed  by  a  vice-roy  fent  from  Europe^  but  was  now  under  the  adminif- 
tration  of  the  archbifhop,  and  two  of  the  principal  people,  who  adled 
as  regents.  The  late  vice-roy  was  killed  in  a  battle  with  the  Maharattas, 
(in  the  year  1756,)  who  inhabit  the  country  at  the  back  of  Goa,  and  with 
whom  the  Portugiiefe  have  for  feveral  years  carried  on  a  troublefome 
war. 

Goa  is  an  ifland ;  there  is  properly  no  town,  but  many  pleafant  villas 
belonging  to  the  merchants  are  fcattered  up  and  down  •,  fome  are  molt 
agreeably  fituated  on  the  fides  of  hills,  but  -the  greater  part  on  tlie 
banks  of  the  river,  for  the  convenience  of  landing  goods.  There  are  alfo 
feveral  houfes  built  on  the  oppofite  continent,  from  which  Goa  is  not  fepa- 
rated  above  three  miles  at  the  broadeft  part.  Upon  an  hill  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  they  have  a  line  of  about  fifty  guns,  which 
is  called  the  Alguardo  •,  and  as  you  go  farther  in,  they  have  a  fort  on  the 
top  of  another  hill,  which  entirely  commands  the  harbour.  There  are  many 
churches  and  monafteries  here,  fome  of  which  were  once  fuperb  •,  the  decay 
of  thefe,  and  moft  of  the  other  public  buildings,  too  plainly  fhews  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  ftate  of  the  Portuguefe  power  and  trade  in  this  part  of  the 
world.  However,  the  infamoufiy  cruel  Court  of  Inquijition  reigns  here  in  all 
it’s  fury,  and  primitive  diabolical  glory. 

We  left  Goa  the  i  ith,  and  on  Monday  the  24th  of  January,  anchored  in 
Bombay  harbour.  We  found  a  confiderable  addition  had  been  made  the  laft 
year  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications  towards  the  fea,  under  thd  direftion 
of  Captain  Befunk,  engineer-,  a  Szvede  by  birth,  and  efteemed  a  man  of  ability 
in  his  profelhon.  Jufl  before  our  arrival  at  Bombay,  it  unfortunately  happen¬ 
ed,  that  Major  Mace  (late  of  the  king’s  artillery)  touch’d  there  from  Europe, 
with  a  commifiion  from  the  Eajl  India  company,  appointing  him  engineer 
general  of  all  their  garrifons.  Captain  Befunk  looked  upon  this  commiffion 
of  the  maior’s,  as  a  dilhonour  done  to  himfelf,  and  accordingly  in  great  dif- 
gufi:  quitted  the  company’s  fervice.  .Many  imagined,  that  the  refignation 
of  this  gentleman  would  be  attended  with  circumftances  very  difadvan- 
tageous  to  the  company  -,  as  by  his  abfence  Major  Mace  would  neceflarily  be 
detained  in  Bombay  at  a  time  when  his  beft  abilities  and  fpeedieft  fervices 
were  required  at  Calcutta,  in  order  to  put  its  fortifications  in  a  proper  frate 
of  defence.  It  was  known  indeed,  that  Captain  Browyer  (an  engineer  in  the 
company’s  fervice)  had  not  yet  left  Calcutta,  but  then  it  was  faid,  that  his 
ill  health  would  oblige  him  to  do  it  in  March  next,  to  avoid  the  killing 
heats  and  rains  of  the  fummer.  We  expeded  to  have  found  the  dock  at 

C  c  2  Bombay 
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1758*  Bombay  capable  of  receiving  a  (hip  of  feventy  guns,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
■— V'-— '  peated  affurances  given  to  Mr.  JVatfon  •,  but  we  were  difappointed  in  this 
particular,  the  hands  to  carry  it  on  being  very  fcarce  :  however,  Mr.  Houghs 
fuperintendant  of  the  company’s  marine  here,  was  indefatigable  in  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  fini(h  this  work  of  immenfe  labour,  and  the  dock  is  now  com- 
pleated.  Commodore  (afterwards  admiral)  Stevens  here  obliged  to  heave 
down  the  Elizabeth^  one  of  the  (hips  of  his  fquadron,  to  (lop  a  confiderable 
leak,  but  in  the  firft  attempt,  (he  had  the  misfortune  to  fpring  her  main- 
mad,  by  which  accident  he  was  detained  a  longer  time  than  he  wifhed.  We 
learned  that  he  left  Bombay  to  join  Admiral  Pocock^  a  few  days  before  we. 
arrived,  with  th«  crews  in  health,  and  his  fhips  in  good  condition.. 

As  foon  as  we  went  alhore,  we  all  waited  upon  governor  Bourchier^ 
who  received  us  very  politely,  and  told  us,  that  the  Swallow,  a  (hip  be¬ 
longing  to  the  company,  commanded  by  Captain  Price,  was  then  tak¬ 
ing  in  goods  for  Gombroon  in  Perfta,  and  if  it  was  agreeable  to  us,  we. 
were  welcome  to  take  a  palTage  in  her.  —  We  very  gladly  accepted  the 
offer.  We  continued  at  Bombay  waiting  for  the  (Ifip  to  be  ready,  till  the 
8th  Qi  February,  when  we  embarked,  having  taken  into  our  party  my 
worthy  old  friend  Mr.  Alms,  formerly  mentioned,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
but  late  commander  of  the  Hardwick,  a  large  (hip  trading  in  thefe  feas  :  And 
Mr.  Pigot,  who  came  with  us  from  Calcutta,  with  a  defign  of  getting  a  pafr 
fage  from  Bombay  in  one  of  the  company’s  (hips  to  England,  now  gladly 
accepted  of  the  invitation  we  gave  him,  and  refolved  to  accompany  us  in 
our  journey  by  land.  Mr.  Hough  *  (to  whom  and  to  whofe  family  we  were 
greatly  indebted  for  their  polite  and  friendly  behaviour  during  our  refidenca 
at  Bombay)  gave  us  letters  of  credit  on  Gombroon  Bajjora  and  Sixx  James 
Foulis  was  fo  obliging  as  to  furnifh  us  with  bills  for  ca(h  on  Mr.  Drummond,., 
our  T urky  company’s  conful  at  Aleppo. 

February  14,  palfed  by  Surat,  which  was  heretofore  a  very  populous  and  richi 
city,  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  walled  round,  with  fome  antique 
forts  to  defend  it,  but  which  are  of  no  confequence.  It  is  fituated  in  the 
kingdom  of  Guzarat,  and  fubje(5l  to  the  Grtd^x.  Mogul : .  Tht  Englijh  hd.w^ 
a  factory  there  *,  f  and  alfo  the  Dutch,  French,  Portuguefe  and  Armenians  ^ , 
thefe  laft  trade  very  largely,  and  are  very  rich..  Surat,  is  about  160  miles  , 
ixoxn  Bombay,  latitude  21°  30' north. — Saturday  the  25th  at  noon,., 
by  obferv.ation  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  latitude  of  23®  10'  north,  and., 
at  fun  fet  faw  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Feltx,  which  lies  in  about  thirteen 
degrees  weft  longitude  from  Bombay.  The  id,  of  March  at  fun  rife  we 
dilcovered  i\\(t  Perjian  (hore.  By  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  25  degrees 
north  j  and  then  we  caft  off  a.  boat  called  a  large  S.eebar,  bound  to.- 

•  This  gent’emaa  returned  to  England,  but  in  a  year  or  two  after  died  in  London.. 

t-  Since  the  year  1759,  EngUJh  have  been  confidered  as  principals  at  Surat, 

Mufeati^ 
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Mufcat*^  v/hidi  we  had  in  tow  all  the  way  from  Bomhayy  and  which  had  ^75^* 
hindered  our  progrefs  very  much.  IVednefday  the  8th,  at  noon,  we  got  round  '' 
Cape  Jafques^  which  on  the  Perjian  fide  forms  the  entrance  into  the  Gulph. 

At  night  we  had  a  very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  we  rode  out  with  two 
anchors,  between  the  iflands  Ormus\  and  Larac.  The  next  day,  at  ii  in 
the  morning,  we  anchored  in  Gombroon  road,  where  we  found  the  Succefs,  a 
veffel  of  war  belonging  to  the  Eajl  India  company,  one  of  whofe  officers 
came  on  board  and  told  us  the  difagreeable  news,  that  the  Brifiol^  a 
French  man  of  war  of  30  guns,  had  arrived  at  Bajfora  the  8th  of  laft  month, 
to  take  under  her  convoy  a  merchant  Ihip  which  had  lain  there  for  fome 
time.  This  frigate  we  knew  to  be  the  fame  ffiip  that  lay  at  anchor  off 
Mahie^  during  our  ftay  at  Fellkherry^  and  which  we  then  fuppofed  had  failed 
to  Mauritius. 

Captain  Price  went  on  ffiore  the  fame  day  we  arrived  at  Gombroon^  and 
my  fellow  travellers  followed  him  the  next  morning  -,  but  finding  myfelf 
a  good  deal  out  of  order  J,  and  not  knowing  how  we  might  fare  in  lodg¬ 
ings,  T  did  not  leave  the  ffiip  till  two  days  afterwards.  Alexander  Douglas 
Efqi  of  the  council  at  Bombay^  was  chief  or  agent  here.  Mr.  Mojlyn^  fon 
to  a  captain,  of  foot  in.  the  company’s  fervice,  was  next  to  him,  a  very 
obliging,  fenfible  young  man.  Mr.  NaJIo  and  Mr.  Holmes^  two  writers, 
and  Mr.  Parker  the  furgeon,  with  Mr.  W'ait^  book-keeper  to  Mr.  Douglas^ 
made  up  the  company. 


-  ^ 

*'  A  port  town  in  Arabia  Felix,  from  whence  there  is  a  large  trade  with  Bombay,  which  hath 
civilized  the  natives  much,  and  greatly  prejudiced  them  in  favour  of  the  Englijh,  more  than 
any  other  European  nation. . 

f  Orwrw,  was  at  this  time  covered  over  with  fait,  which  grows  two  inches  thick  on  the  fur- 
face  in  a  folid  cruft,  and  appears  at  a  diilance,  on  the  hills,  like  driven  fnow.  No  frefh  water 
is  to  be  found  on  the  ifland  ;  neverthelefs,  the  Portugue/e  at  their  firft  difcovering  it  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  from  its  advantageous  fituation  for  trade,  built  here  an  elegant  city,  and 
ftrongly  fortified  it.  About  120  years  ago,  the  Perjians  with  the  aftiftance  of  the  Englip  ex- 
x\\Q  Portu^uefe,  and  ihc  Shah  Abbas  the  forufications  to  be  demolifhed,  and  re-< 

moved  the  trade  to  Gombroon  on  the  oppofite  Ihore,  allowing  the  Englip  great  privileges  in 
commerce. 

During  our  ftay  at  Bombay  I  had  been  feized.  with  a  bilious  inflammatory  fever,  which  In 
all  probability  would  have  been  very  violent,  and  attended  with  the  moft  imminent  danger, 
had  I  not  on  the  firft  attack  happily  given  diredions,  that  the  febrifuge  powder  of  Dr.  Jamer 
fliould  be  adminiftered  to  me  every  hour  during  the  fpace  of  a  whole  day,  which  operated  fo- 
powerfully  on  the  ftoinach,.  inteftines,  kidneys,  and  pores  of  the  fkin,  that  in  fix  hours  after 
J  had  taken  the  firft  defe,  all  the  alarming  and  moft  diftrefsful  fymptoms  went  off.  The  quan-, 
tity  of  bile  difeharged  from  my  ftomach  exceeded  all  belief.  Indeed  I  have  in  the  courfe  of 
my  pradice  for  fome  paft  years,  experienced  fo  much  benefit  from  this  noble  medicine,  that  I 
have  often  lamented  it’s  fuperior  efficacy  was  not  fooner  known  to  me.  I  am  now  verily  per- 
fuaded  that  it  is  as  truly  a  fpecific  in  ardent  fevers,  as  the  Peruvian  bark  is  in  thofe  that  are 
intermitting,  or  as  mercury  in  venereal  complaints.  However,  there  is  great  danger  attend¬ 
ing  the  common  and  indiferiminate  adminiftration  of  it ;  fince  it  is  as  certainly  true  that  this 
Pjowder  will  deftroy  in  a  putrid,  as  that  it  will  cu  re  in  an  inflammatory  diforder. 


Gombroon . 
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Gombroon  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  very  high  mountain,  which  by  inter¬ 
cepting  the  palfage  of  the  land-wind,  makes  it  intolerably  hot.  At  prefent, 
it  is  a  place  of  no  kind  of  conlequence,  except  what  it  receives  from  the 
Englijh  and  Dutch  faflories,  befides  whom,  no  other  European  nation  has 
any  I'ettlement  here.  The  two  fatflory  houfes  are  the’only  buildings  remain¬ 
ing  of  any  importance ;  the  wd-iole  city  befides,  is  almoft  one  entire  fcene 
of  ruins,  which  fervcd  indeed  to  convince  us  of  its  once  flourifhing  ftate-,  but 
the  conftant  wars  carriefi  on  in  this  country,  and  their  attendants,  confufion 
and  anarchy,  have  deprived  the  EngUfi  of  almoft  all  their  commercial  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  the  place  of  almoft  ^‘all  its  inhabitants*,  the  few  that  remain, 
are  only  fuch  as  have  a  dependance  on  the  two  faflories,  and  a  very 
imall  number  of  Banian^  Gentoo  and  Perjtan  merchants  who  refide  there. 
So  different  an  appearance  hath  this  city  now,  from  what  it  had  when  Sir 
John  Chardin  vifited  it!  The  air  is  ftill  as  unhealthy,  as  it  was  in  the  time 
of  that  writer  j  the  Eerfians  themfelves  fly  from  it  in  the  bad  feafon,  and 
few  of  our  factory  efcape  putrid,  intermitting  fevers  (which  principally  rage 
in  the  months  of  May  and  September)  *,  and  though  they  fometimes  recover, 
yet  it  generally  happens  that  their  conftitutions  are  much  impair’d  j  they 
lofe  the  European  complexion,  become  pale,  and  enervated,  and  their 
difeafes  terminate  in  obftrucftions  of  the^  liver,  and  adhefions  of  it  to  the 
peritonaeum. 

Befides  the  many  conjedlures  mentioned  by  Chardin  and  others,  on  the 
caufes  of  the  tinwholefomenefs  of  the  Gombroon  air  in  the  fummer  months  v 
Dr.  Boerhaa've  accounts  for  it,  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  which  as  it  abounds 
with  fait,  renders  it  the  hotteft  part  upon  the  globe  in  his  eftimation,  though 
its  latitude  doth  nor  exceed  27°  30'.  The  white  cruft  which  the  fait  forms 
all  over  the  earth,  firft  attrafls,  and  then  reflects  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun 
to  the  neighbouring  bodies,  ^c.  Our  countrymen  refiding  there,  judged 
alfo,  that  the  very  great  quantity  of  blubber-fifli,  left  by  the  fea  on  the 
Ihore,  which  at  that  feafon  of  the  year  quickly  become  putrid,  and  emit  moft 
offenfive  and  noxious  effluvia,  contributed  much  to  render  the  place  un¬ 
healthy. 

Mr.  DotigIas\  garden,  adjoining  to  his  houfe,  produces  however  beans, 
coleworts,  fpinage,  lettuce,  onions,  and  cucumbers  ;  and  fo  ^do  the  com¬ 
pany’s  public  gardens  at  yfffein,  diftant  from  hence  about  12  miles.  Thefe 
gardens  alfo  turnifh  Citrons^  Oranges^  Limes^  Pomegranates,  and  Bedams. 
The  fig  too,  and  fome  other  trees,  are  to  be  found  here  ;  the  moft  common 
ones  are  the  Date  and  Gum  Arabic,  The  gentlemen  of  our  faiftory  feemed 
quite  unacquainted  with  the  latter.  The  jeffamin,  and  damafk  rofe,  grow  at 
JAarban,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Gombroon  *,  the  latter  we  faw  in  bloom 
when  we  were  there.  We  were  told  of  apples,  grapes,  peaches,  apricots, 
plumbs  and  walnuts,  being  to  be  had  in  plenty  in  their  proper  feafons  *, 
the  two  laft  we  eat  of,  but  they  w'ere  dry,  and  of  the  laft  year.  Butchers 
meatj  poultry,  oyfters,  (the  beft  I  met  with  in  Afia)  prawns,  and  many 

other 
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Other  forts  of  fidi,  are  to  be  had  in  great  abundance.  Perjian  wine  is 
furnifhed  at  the  company’s  expence  to  all  their  fervants,  and  is  the  beft  ' — ^ 
wine  I  ever  tailed,  except  claret  •,  it  colls  about  twenty-pence  the  bottle. 

The  company  allow  alfo  their  fervants  Madeira  wine,  and  feveral  other 
articles  necelfary  for  their  table.  Hither  the  company  fend  fine  woollea 
cloth,  and  fome  lead,  and  carry  away  Carminian  wool  and  copper. 

Perjta  produces  alfo  many  other  articles  of  trade,  but  our  Eajl  India 
company  do  not  concern  themfelves  about  them,  leaving  the  profits  arifing 
from  thence  to  private  adventurers.  Thofe  produdls  Ajfa-fcetida\  Hing 
or  Hingra  (which  is  a  finer  fort  of  AJfa-f^etida)  Dragotls  blood,  OfopanaXy 
Sagopenum^  Ruinus  (which  has  the  appearance  of  fprigs  of  trees,  and  is 
ufed  in  dying  red)  Cummin-feeds,  Almonds,  Kifmas  (a  fmall  fort  of  raifins 
without  Hones)  black  raifins  of  the  fun,  Pijiachia-nuts,  Prunes,  Mangos', 
and  Dates,  which  lall  come  not  to  fo  great  perfedion  in  any  other  part  of 
the  world,, as  in  thofe  places  which  border  on  the  Perjian  gulpb. 

About  twenty-four  miles  from  Gomhroon,  at  a  place  called  Genow,  a  hot 
fpring  or  bath  has  been  difeovered :  hither  the  people  of  the  'country 
refort  for  the  cure  of  all  their  difeafes.  Mr.  Parker  told  me,  that  it  had 
been  found  ufeful  in  moll  cutaneous  diforders  •,  he  had  the  curiofity  to 
bring  fome  bottles  of  the  water  from  thence,  evaporated  it  by  the  fire,  and 
found  the  Refiduum  to  be  chiefly  fulphur.  He  gave  it  to  fome  of  his 
patients,  and  it  a6led  as  a  gentle  purge.  At  the  diflance  of  half  a  mile 
from  the  factory  at  Gomhroon,  dill  remains  the  fo  much  celebrated  Banian 
tree  :  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  expand  itfelf  equal  to  that  in  Prevandepa- 
rum,  four  miles  diftant  from  Fort  St,  David,  under  whofe  fhade  and 
branches,  Mr.  Doidge  computed  that  ten  thoufand  men  might  Hand  without 
incommoding  themfelves,  allowing  fix  men  to  a  yard  fquare  ;  and  feveral 
people  have  built  houfes  under  the  arches  which  have  been  formed  by  the 
limbs  dropping  down  fibres,  which  take  root  and  become  another  tree,  united 
to  the  firft.  The  arches  which  thefe  different  flocks  make,  are  Gothic,  and 
fomewhat  like  the  arches  in  Wefiminfter-hall.  The  leaves  of  this  tree  are 
a  bright  Ibining  green,  flefhy,  and  oval,  about  fix  inches  long :  the  fruit  is 
a  fig,  but  the  birds  eat  them  as  foon  as  they  appear. 

There  is  another  tree  of  this  fort  in  the  Cocoa-nut  grove  at  Bombay,  on  the 
road  to  the  arbour  near  Malabar  hill,  which  is  the  third  largefl  and  mofl  fhady 
of  any  I  have  ever  feen^  but  this  laft  differs  from  the  other  two  in  this  remark¬ 
able  circumilance,  that  none  of  its  branches  have  defeended  into  the  earth, 
and  formed  (as  the  two  others  have  done)  new  trunks  or  trees  It  appears 
indeed  to  have  made  fome  efforts  towards  it,  but  the  rooty  fhoots  have  not  yet 

*  Although  this  has  the  fame  leaf  as  the  other  two,  and  goes  by  the  fame  name,  yet  probably 
kis  of  a  different  fpecies. 

7  ‘  flruck 
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175^*  flruck  tiie  ground.  The  fingle  body  however,  or  trunk  of  the  tree  at  Bombay^  is 
of  much  larger  dimenfions  than  any  one  of  the  many  bodies  or  trunks  belong¬ 
ing  to  thofe  near  Fort  St.  David  and  Gombroon.  Under  that  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  are  the  ruins  of  Ibme  houfes  •,  and  it  is  commonly  related  (in  order 
to  make  the  tree  appear  the  more  marvellous)  that  this  one  tree  once  (haded 
a  whole  town.  At  a  finall  diftance  from  this  tree  near  Gombroon.^  there  is  a 
Pagoda  or  temple,  in  a  very  ruinous  condition,  except  a  fmall  part,  which 
is  kept  in  good  repair,  and  much  frequented  by  the  Gentoos  in  their  devo¬ 
tions.  The  Gentoos  likewife  worihip  under  the  (hade  of  thofe  trees  which 
o-row  near  Fort  St.  David  and  Bombay.,  but  with  this  material  difference, 
that  at  the  two  laft  places  they  have  no  f  Pagodas  built  with  mens  hands, 
any  more  than  the  Druids  of  old  had,  who  under  their  confecrated  oak  wor- 
fliipped  one  fupreme  God,  immenfe  and  infinite,  and  could  not  think  of 
confining  their  adoration  to  the  narrow  limits  of  a  temple,  which  they 
deemed  would  be  quite  inconfiftent  with  thofe  attributes.  In  like  manner, 
the  Banian  tree  is  held  facred  by  the  Gentoos,  who  are  almoft  as  fenfibly 
hurt  by  your  cutting  or  lopping  off  one  of  its  fuperfluous  branches,  as  if  you 
were  .to  mutilate  or  deftroy  a  cow,  between  whofe  facred  horns  they  often 
place  their  hand,  when  they  make  their  mod  folemn  oaths,  and  appeals  to 
the  Deity. 

* 

Our  countryman  Mr*  Tickel  has  taken  notice  of  this  tree  in  the  follow- 
ing  lines. 

Like  the  fam’d  Banian  tree,  whofe  pliant  fhoot 
“To  earthward  bending,  of  itfelf  takes  root, 

“  Till  like  their  mother  plant,  ten  thoufand  ftand 
“  In  verdant  arches  on  the  fertile  land ; 

“  Beneath  her  (hade  the  tawny  Indians  rove, 

“  Or  hunt  at  large  through  the  wide  echoing  grove.’* 

We  here  found  the  afs  a  very  ufeful  creature  *,  I  rode  twice  on  one  to 
Narhan,  and  my  brother  travellers  made  ufe  of  the  fame  conveyance  in  a 
jaunt  to  AjU'ein.  The  road  to  this  laft  place  is  over  a  chain  of  barren,  inhof- 
p'itable  mountains,  where  are  not  only  many  dreadful  precipices,  which 
you  muft  neceffarily  pafs  over,  but  alfo  large  pieces  of  cragged  rocks,  which 
hang  over  your  head,  and  feem  to  threaten  you  with  immediate  deftru6lion, 

-f-  Herodotus  tells  us,  that  the  Perjians  erefted  neither  ftatues,  temples,  nor  altars  to  their 
gods;  but  oiFered  their  facrifices  in  the  open  air,  and  generally  on  the  tops  of  hills,  or  high 
places.  Book  1.  chap.  13 1. 

Cicero  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  through  the  advice  and  inftigation  of  xh^Magi,  €azt  Xerxes, 
the  Perjian  king,  burnt  all  the  Grecian  temples,  efteemrng  it  injurious  to  the  majelly  of  god  to 
{hut  up  him  within  walls,  to  whom  all  things  are  open,  and  to  whom  the  whole  world  {hould 
be  reckoned  as  an  houfe  or  a  temple.  His  words  are  thefe :  **  kxs^onhvis  Magis  Xerxes 
inflammaffe  templa  Gracice  dicitur,  quod  parietibus  includerunt  deos,  quibus  omnia  debe- 
rent  effe  patentia  ac  libera,  quorumque  hie  mundus  omnis  templum  eflet  Sc  domus.  Cic.  /, 

dtLegibus, 
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From  a  mile  without  Gombroon^  all  the  way  to  AJfein^  there  is  not  the  1758. 
lead  herbage  or  pafture  to  be  feen.  Round  the  company’s  houfe  indeed,  -y— 
there  is  a  tolerable  good  garden,  and  what  makes  ic  of  more  value,  there 
are  in  it  fome  wells  of  excellent  water,  which  is  carried  every  day  to  Gom^ 
hroon  upon  camels  for  the  ufe  of  the  fadory.  At  the  back  of  the  factory 
houfe,  there  are  ten  or  twelve  large  guns  towards  the  land ;  and  at  the 
entrance  of  the  gate  towards  the  fea,  there  are  a  few  others,  but  of  fo  fmall 
a  bore  that  unlefs  a  fhip  anchors  very  near  the  Chore,  and  the  wind  blows 
at  the  fame  time  off  the  land,  their  report  cannot  be  heard ;  which  was 
exactly  our  cafe,  when  they  returned  the  falute  which  we  gave  them  from 
the  Swallow. 

The  kingdom  of  Perfia  had  for  feveral  years  been  torn  to  pieces  by  civil 
Wars.  At  this  time,  there  were  four  competitors  for  the  empire  •,  and  till 
lately  there  was  a  fifth  named  Azet  Khan,  but  his  forces  were  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  himfelf  forced  to  fly  to  Baghdad  for  proteftion,  and  his  power  ruined, 
by  an  unfuccefsful  battle  he  fought  againft  Hamet  Schah,  his  rival  in  the 
Affghan  or  Pytan  country.  Nauzir  Khan,  one  of  the  four,  refided  at  Laar, 
not  far  diftant  from  Gombroon  and  this  is  he  who  by  the  European  gentle¬ 
men  there  is  called  Our  Khan,  as  living  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  to 
whofe  power  the  governors  or  Sheicks  thereabouts  are  obliged  to  fubmit. 

I  was  told  that  this  Khan,  or  general  (as  is  the  meaning  of  the  word  Kan^ 

Khan,  or  Cawn  in  the  Perfian  language)  had  not  above  five  thoufand  troops 
in  his  pay,  but  that  he  pofTeffed  many  ftrong-holds  and  garrifons  among 
mountains  almofl:  inaccelTible ;  and  that  he  had  lately  forced  Kerim  Khan, 
another  of  the  competitors,  who  with  a  great  army  had  befieged  him  in  the 
city  of  Laar,  to  retire  without  fuccefs. 

A  fkirmifli  happened  a  few  days  before  our  arrival,  near  Affein,  which 
was  occafioned  by  the  ill  behaviour  of  a  certain  Sheick,  who  being  in  pof- 
feffion  of  a  fort  with  a  garrifon  of  three  or  four  hundred  men,  frequently 
interrupted  the  wool  trade  from  Carminia  going  to  the  Englijh  and  Dutch 
fa(5l:ories  at  Gombroon.  Complaint  having  been  made  of  this  to  Nauzir 
Khan,  he  immediately  marched  with  a  body  of  troops,  attacked  the  fort, 
and  took  it  ♦,  but  unfortunately  the  Sheick  made  his  efcape,  with  fome  of 
his  people,'  to  another  petty  Sheick  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  joined  the 
fugitives,  and  together  made  up  a  body  of  fome  hundred  men.  Nauzir 
Khan  marching  againft  them  in  perfon,  detached  an  officer  before  with  a 
fmall  body  of  troops,  who  foon  got  up  with  the  enemy,  gave  them  battle, 
killed  about  feventy  of  them,  took  prifoners  as  many  more,  and  difperfed 
the  reft.  Elated  with  this  fuCcefs,  the  Victors  lay,  as  they  imagined,  in  per- 
fe<ft  fecLirity,  and  fo  fulfered  part  of  their  troops  to  ftraggle  and  plunder ; 
one  of  thefe  moroding  parties  was  furprized  by  their  lately  defeated  enemy, 
the  chief  officer  of  the  Khan  was  killed  upon,  the  fpot,  with  four  or  five 
others  of  inferior  rank,  and  the  furgeon  of  the  Englijh  fadory  at  Gombroon 
was  called  on  to  aflift  thofe  who  were  wounded. 

D  d  Muley 
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Muley  Alj^  the  T'trftan  governor  of  Gombroon  is  an  Arab,  The  iOands  of‘^ 
Ormus  ahd  are  fubjeft -to  him.  He  has  three  fhips  of  war  lying 

at  the  former,-'  but  they  are  in  no:  condition  to  put  to  fea.  The  for.ts;  underi 
his  command  !are  alfo  out  -of  repair.  His  ufual  place  of- refidenee  is- 
Ormus^  or  ■  he' is  fure^  to  fly  thither  upon  every  alarm,  of.  the '/CZ?rt«’s  ap--. 
proach  j  and  as  he  has  been  very  backward  in  payings  thofe-duties  whicli>. 
are  required  from  him,  he  is  under  continual  apprehenflons  of  a  vifit  from . 
that  General.  Bcfide  the  iflands  oi  Ornms  and  Larac.,  Kifme  another  ifland: 
inhabited  hyiPerfians^  but  of  -no  great*  note,,  is  at  prefent  under  Muky  Alf^- 
government,  though  till  very  lately  quite  independant  of  him.  The  late, 
governor  of  this  ifland  for  many  years  bravely  reflfted  all  the  attempts  ofr 
Muley  Aly  \  lived  to  the  age  of  fourfcore,  and  died  at  lafl:  in  his  bed,  at  ■ 
the  very  time  thz-V  Muley' Aly  was  befieging-h'is'i principal  fortrefs,  which  we  ■* 
obferved,.as  failing^by  it,  to  be  advantageoufly  feated  on  a  hill  .  It  waS’ 
generally  imagined,  that  this  •  laft  expedition  ofr  Muley -  Alyh  would  notf 
have  been  attended  with  greater  fuccefs  than>  his  former,  had  not  the  death - 
of  the  governor  given 'an  unlucky,  turn  to  the  affairs  of  the  fiege.  For. 
foon  after  that  event,  the  garrifon.-found  .themfelves  under  a  neceffity  of  / 
furrendering  ;  and  Muley  -Aly^  to  give  (as  he  theught)  the  greater  eclat  xo  hisr. 
fucceflfeSy  caufed  the  head  of  the  .brave,  deceafed  governor,  to  be  cut  off,  and-i 
returned  in  triumph  with  it.  to  Banderabajft-,  and  .Ormus,  . 

This  military  robber  *  has'  -a  bad  .'charader  among  our 'people  ;  he  has  ' 
been  often  threatened. by  and  probably  would  long  fince  have.- 

been  made  a  public  example  of,  were  it  not  for  his  connedion  with  a  power-.-- 
ivil  '-Sheick  oa  xht- Arabian  ShoxQ^.v^\iQ{t  daughter  he  married,  and  who  is>- 
always  ready  to  affifl:  him  with  veffels  to  transport  him  to  the  ifles,  and  withii 
troops  to  defend  himfelf  there  in  cafe  he  Ihould  be  attacked. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  account  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  Gbmhroon.,  with-- 
out-paying  a  juft  compliment  to.  the  great  prudence  andfagacity  of  the  Englijh> 
and  Dutch  izGtonts  eftablifhed  there,  who  amidft  all  the  Ihocks  and  convul-  ;- 
frons  of  a  civil  war  among  the  Perjians.,  have  met  with  little  or  no-  interup-  - 
tion  in  their  trade  from  any  'Of  the  contending  parties  ;  it  being  a  maxim  - 
with  them,  to  fide  openly  with  none  of  the  competitors,  and  yet  at  the  fame  -- 
time  to  keep< well  with  all:  for  this  end,  civil  letters^  and  fometimes  pre-  - 
fents,  have  been  .  thought  -indirpenfably  necellary. 

As  the  Brifiol.,  the  French  Frigate.,  was  in  Bajfora  river,  Mr.  Douglas  was 
hereby  prevented  from  difpatching  the  Succefs  Grab  w-ith  us  to  B^ora,  as  ^ 
he  had  been  direded  by  the  governor  and  council  (A  ..Bombay  •,  he  not.' 
thinking  it  prudent,  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  to  truft  the  company’s  . 
bales,,  which  were  Ter.  intended  loading,  in  a  velfel  of  fuch  little  force.  . 

*  It  is  believed,  that  he  fecretly  afllfted  the  Count  flV  in  his  attack  and  conqueft  •: 

•f  our  fadory  SlK  Gombroon,  in- the  year  .1759,  .- 

This 
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This  delay  was  the  more  difagreeable  to  us,  being  quitei unexpected,  as  1758. 
.  no  French  fliip  of  war  had  made  its  appearance  in  thofe  feas,  fince  the  ’ — tr— « 
'Commencement  of  the  difpute  between  the  two  nations.  We  flattered 
-  ourfelves  at  the  time  we  left  Calcutta^  of  having  a  quick  paflage  to  Baf- 
fora,  and  of  being  able  to  join  the  Caravan  which  goes  from  thence  to 
Aleppo,  early  in  the  fpring  ;  but  unfortunately  for  us,  our  views  of  that  kind 
were  now  entirely  difconcerted !  But  the  interruption  we  met  with  from 
the  French  Ihip,  was  not  the  firft  difliculty  we  had  experienced  in  our  tedi¬ 
ous  voyage  Cj  a  thoufand  befides  had  intervened  to  prolong  our  paflage, 
which  coft  us  many  ferious  refledions,  efpecially  on  account  of  the  public 
\difpatches  we  were  entrufted  with,  the  fpeedy  delivery  of  which  we  had 
reafon  to  believe  would  be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  nation  ;  and 
therefore  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  run  all  rifles  in  getting  to  England  as 
faft  as  poflible.  Accordingly  we  refolved  to  hire  one  of  the  common,  but 
uncomfortable  veflfels  of  the  Gulph,  called  a  Frankey,  and  to  proceed  in  her 
to  Baffora,  difguifed  like  Arabs.  Upon  our  making  application  to  Mr. 

Douglas  for  this  purpofe,  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fend  a  boat  to  Kifme 
to  procure  us  one ;  but  no  anfwer  arriving  from  thence  for  feveral  days, 
we  grew  quite  impatient,  and  refolved  to  addrefs  Mr.  Douglas  by  letter  to 
favour  us  with  fome  vefTel  to  carry  us  up  the  Gulph  as  far  as  Karec,  an  ifland 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  •,  to  the  governor  of  which,  Baron  Kniphaufen,  we 
had  a  letter  of  recommendation.  Mr.  Douglas,  after  mature  confideration, 
confented  to  this  requeft,  and  accordingly  ordered  the  Succefs  Grab,  Cap¬ 
tain  Lindefey,  to  put  us  alhore  on  that  ifland. 


D  d  2 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


^he  run  from  Gombroon  up  the  Perfian  Gulph. — Arrival  at  the  tjland  ef 
■  Karec. — Our  generous  reception  by  Baron  Kniphaufen  the  governor. — Ac¬ 
count  of  that  gentleman's  difpute  with  the  Turkifli  government  at  BaflTora, 
and  his  efxablifhment  at  Karec. — State  of  that  ijland  at  the  time  of  our  ar¬ 
rival. —  fbe  peari-fifhery  \  natural  curiojities.  —  The  manners  and  cufioms 
cf  the  Arabs,  and  Perfians.  —  Anecdotes  of  the  famous  Thamas  Kuli 
Khan,  with  an  account  of  the  prefent  competitors  for  the  crown  cf  Perfia.~ 
Anecdotes  of  a  late  governor  of  Batavia. — Forty  thoufand  Chinefe  maffacred 
there  in  one  night. — Negotiation  with  the  Sheick  of  Grane  for  condudiing 
us  oyer  the  Defert. — Fefcription  of  the ' fever al  fmoking  tubes  made  'ufe  of  in 
India.- — The  author  and  his  brother-travellers  arrive  at  Baflbra. 

N  the  evening  of  the  1 7th  of  March  we  took  our  leave  of  Gombroon ; 


and  on  the  19th  pafled  by  Congo-Bender.,  formerly  a  town  of  elegance 
and  confiderable  trade  belonging  to  the  Portuguefe,  but  now  in  a  moft  rui¬ 
nous  condition.  The  fame  day  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  Ling.,  a  fmall  vil¬ 
lage,  about  a  league  from  Congo,  and  there  took  in  another  pilot  to  carry 
us  up  to  Karec.  At  eight  o’clock  we  got  under  fail  again  with  a  fine 
eafterly  wind.  Friday  the  24th  we  paffed  by  the  ifles  of  Kifme,  Polloar, 
Kyes,  Inderabie,  Shittewar,  and  Bufheel.  Some  of  thefe  were  quite  barren  ; 
on  others  we  obferved  a  few  trees  or  buflies,  and  little  fifhing  towns,  with 
two  or  three  Trankeys  lying  on  fhore.  The  Date  trees  were  thinly  fcattered 
among  the  hills,  and  though  a  fmall  portion  of  green  might  here  and 
there  be  difcovered,  yet  fuch  was  the  barrennefs  of  thefe  iflands  in  general, 
that  it  was  for  fome  time  a  matter  of  furprize  to  us,  how  fheep  and 
goats  could  poffibly  fubfifb  there  :  But  upon  a  clofer  examination,  when, 
afhore,  we  found  that  the  ground  produced  a  fmall-leaved  juicy  mallows,, 
which  feems  to  be  the  principal  food  of  thefe  animals.  The  Perfian  coaft-: 
afforded  a  moft  romantic  profpedl.  It  appeared  to  us  at  firft  to  be  one 
continued  rock,  rent  and  torn  afunder  by  earthquakes ;  but  we  afterwards, 
difcovered,  that  fome  part  of  it  was  only  fand,  hardened  by  the  rains  and; 
fun. 

On  the  25th  we  had  the  wind  from  the  north- weft,  which  obliged  us  to^ 
drop  anchor,  to  prevent  the  Ihip  being  driven  back  by  the  ebb  tide.. 


W.e- 
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We  caught  this  day  feveral  forts  of  fifh  ;  fuch  as  the  Bonetta^  plaice,  bream,  1758. 
conger-eel,  &c.  &c.  At  nine  o’clock  a  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  we  again  made  fail,  and  paffed  by  a  little  fifhing  town  on  the  Per- 
fian  fliore,  called  Shewee,  where  there  appeared  to  be  a  fmall  fquare  fort, 
which  by  our  pilot’s  account,  has  a  few  guns,  and  is  kept  in  fome  fort  of 
repair.  Englijh  fhips  trading  in  this  gulph  from  Bombay^  frequently  take  in 
rock-falt  for  ballaft,  and  fell  it  on  the  Malabar  coaft  for  about  thirty  Rupees 
the  ton,  which  is  almoft  all  clear  gain.  Captain  Lindfey  prefented  me  with 
two  pieces  of  metal-ore,  and  one  of  rock-falt,  which  he  got  from  the 
ifland  of  Ormus^  where  both  are  found  in  great  plenty. 

In  our  run  thus  far  from  Gombroon^  two  prefents  came  off  to  us  from  as 
many  Perjtan  Sheicks :  One  was  of  a  goat,  and  fome  eggs  •,  the  other  of 
eggs  only.  Our  captain  lent  them  fome  rice  in  return.  We  found  the  wea¬ 
ther  hitherto  very  cool  and  pleafant.  The  evenings  were  made  damp  by 
dews,  and  we  had  no  caufe  to  complain  of  heat  in  the  night,  although  fix 
of  ns  flept  in  one  cabbin, 

Sunday  tht  26th  we  found  our felves  abreaft  of  Narbampo\nt\  It  termi¬ 
nates  in  a  long  and  low  piece  of  land,  which  runs  off  into  the  gulph,  from 
the  foot  of  the  Perfian  hills.  Mr.  Parker.,  an  officer  on  board  the  Succefs, 
informed  us,  that  about  two  years  before,  he  was  between  this  point  and 
the  main  land,  where  he  difcovered  a  channel,  in  which  a  ffiip  of  900  tuns 
might  ride  :  he  farther  acquainted  us,  that  the  Portuguefe  had  once  a  fettle- 
ment  here,  (and  indeed,  upon  the  main  land,  the  ruins  of  their  fadlory- 
houfe  are  ilill  to  be  feen)  where  they  alfo  funk  fome  wells,  the  remains  of 
which  may  eafily  be  traced.  Mr.  Parker  added,  that  at  this  place  a  large 
river  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  and  that  the  adjacent  country  is  in  fubjec- 
tion  to  two  Arab  chiefs.  One  refides  up  the  country  about  three  miles  from^ 

Narban  point,,  and  is  tributary  to  the  other,  who  lives  on  the  bppofite  fide 
.of  the  river.  Here  providence  feems  to  have  allotted  a  fpot  of  ground,, 
amidft  inhofpitable  rocks  and  deferts,  capable  of  affording  the  kind  pro¬ 
duction  of  vegetables  for  the  benefit  of  man  and  beaff. 

On  the  27th  at  nine  in  the  morning  we  were  abreaft  of  Cape  Ver- 
dijian,  diftant  from  Cape  Narban  twelve  leagues.  Hitherto  in  our  paf- 
-  fage  up  the  gulph,  we  kept  as  near  to  the  Perfian  flhore  as  poflible,  for  the 
advantage  of  anchoring  when  the  tide  ebbed,  or  the*  wind  was  contrary  , 

and  alfo  for  avoiding  the  French  frigate,  which  we  were  apprehenfive  we 
ffiould  fall  in  with,  if  we  approached  too  near  the  Arabian  ffiore. 

Arabia  Felix  was  at  this  time  governed  by  two  fovereigns  ;  one  of  whom- 
refided  at  Mufcat.  This  city,  is  a  place  of  trade,  as  before  obferved,  and 
ftands  at  the  entrance  of  that  part  of  the  gulph  which  is  called  Ormus,  and 
is  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  whence  the  chief  is  ftiled  King  of  Mufcat. 

The  other  has  the  title  of  King  of  Mofcha,  whofe  chief  refidence  is  on  the 

borders' 
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1758.  borders  of 'the  gulph  of  that  name,  otherwife  called  the  Sea.  'Thefc 
— -V— >  two  princes  are  no  way  tributary  to  the  Grand  Seignior ;  but  are  both  in- 
,  dependant  in  ■their,  refpeftive  -dominions,  and- govern  the  whole  country  of 
Arabia  Felix^  from  the  fouthern  extremities  of  the-  two-  gulphs,  even  as  far 
■  almofl:  as  Mecca.  The  province  of  Me^ca  is  governed  by  a  Beglerbeg,  who 
refides  at  Judda,  and  is  in  a. manner  an  . independant  fovereign  :  He  ftiles 
‘  h\m{G\i^ Monarchy  and  accumulates  great  wealth  by  the  rich  prefents  which 
'  are  yearly  made  to  him  by  the  devout  ^urks,  Arabians.^  and  Per/tans.^  in 
^  their  pilgrimages  to  Medina  2iX\d  Mecfa,  the  birth  .and  burial  places  of  their 
^  prophet  Mahomet  *. 

'In  the  morning  of  the  58th  we  plainly  "difeovered  the'^Salt  mountains, 
I  (which  running  out  into  the  Tea,  form  Cape  Verdiftan)  and  opened  the 
•highland  to  the  northward  of  it.  We  were  now  in  expedlation  of  feeing 
‘  the  ifland  of  Karec  in  a  day  or  two,  being  only  thirty-fix  leagues  diftant. 
'  This  day, -a,  large  loouft,  .and  a  beautiful- fea-fnake,  about -four  feet  long, 

,  and  ten  inches  round,  floated  near  the  veflel.  We  had  little  or  no  wind  all 
'  this  night ;  but  at  7  the  next  morning,  a  light,  fair  breeze  fprang  up,  and 
continued  till  ten,  when  we  difeovered  the  land  called  Hdlala  on  our  Har- 
I  board  bow,  about  feven  leagues  off.  On  the  30th  we  came  in  fight  of  the 
<  long  wiflied-for  - ifland  ;  at  8  at  night  we  came  to  an  anchor  -KareCy 
.  in  2-0  fathom  water,  having  had  gentle  breezes  all  the  day.  It  lies  in  29® 

’  1'  north  latitude.  Early  the  next  morning  we  made  fail  again,  and  fcon 
ran  within  two  leagues  of  a  fort,  which  (lands  on  the  north  flde  of  the 
ifland,  at  the  end  of  a dow  point,  that  hretches  towards  another  flat  fandy 
.  ifland,  called  Cargo. 

At  half  pad  eight,  2l  Duteh  boat  came  off,  with  two  letters  o^yiv.  Shaw’Sy 
our  company’s  refident  at  Bajfora.  One  was  written  in  French^  addrelfed 
to  the  Dutch  mafter  attendant  at  Karec,  defiring  him  to  fend  the  other  (£«- 
<glijh)  letter  to  all  (hips  of  our  nation,  which  might  come  to  an  anchor  off 
Karec,  or  be  feen  in  the  ofling.  This  letter  was  dated  the  9th  of  March, 
and  informed  us  of  the  Brijiors  being  in  Bajfora  river ;  that  (he  carried 
30  guns,  had  85  Europeans  on  board,  and  that  the  reft  of  her  complement 
was  made  up  oi 'Indians  and  Lafears,  in  the  whole,  about  140  men.  Mr. 
Shaw  added,  “  that  (he  would  probably- take  in  a  loading  of  corn,  and  con- 
‘Voy  another  French  fliip,  which  had  lain  in  the  river  ever  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  :  that  this  laft  was  of  about  300,  or  350  tons  bur- 
-then,  and  carried  20  guns  three  pounders-,  that  the  enemy  gave  out, 
they  were  to  ftay  in  the  river  fome  months  longer,  and  fliould  they  wait 
to  take  in  frefli  corn,  this  might  probably  be  the  cafe ;  that  they  had  their 

-*  -A  good  Turk,  Arab,  and  Moor  never  fails  once  in  his  life  to  make  this  pilgrimage  in 
iperfon,  but  z.  Perjian  generally  does  it  by  proxy.  In  Mrrra  they  pretend  to  Ihew  the  houfe 
of  Abraham  ox  Ibrahvn,  and  at  a  little  dillance  from  it  the  mount  on  which  he  was  to  have 
I  offered  up  his  fon  I/aac, 
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topimafts  an  end,  but  had  difcharged  their  pilots.”  Upon  the  whole,  he  1758. 
gave -it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  two  French  veffeis  could  not  be  going  yet, 
but  -advifed  all  mailers,  in  proceeding  up  the  gulph,  to  call  at  every 
port,  where  he  would  not  fail  to  lodge  intelligence.  He  concluded  with 
faying,  “  that  fliould  any  Englijh  Ihips  get  into  Bajfora  river,  they  would 
then  be  fafe,  as  lie  was  perfuaded,  the -country  power  would  interpofe  to  pre¬ 
vent  hohilities.” 

We  came  to’ an  anchor  in  the  road  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  , 
faluted  the  fort  with  eleven  guns,  and  received  the  fame  number  in  return. 

Captain  TJndefey^  MelTieurs  Dcidgs  and  Pye  went  on  fhore  after  dinner.  The 
Grab  ialuted  them  on  their  putting  off  with  nine  guns,  and  at  their  landing 
they  were  received  by  the  fecond  in  council,  and  the  military  officer,  who 
introduced  them  to  Baron  Kniphaufen^  to  whom  they  delivered  Mr. 
letter  of'- recommendation.  7ffie  fame  evening  Captain  -Lindefey  came  on 
board,  and  gave  us  an  account,  that  the  Baron  .(who  had  given  them  the 
molt  genteel  and  friendly  reception)  had  4n  his  opinion  fiiggefted  an  excel¬ 
lent  plan  for  our.  future  proceedings,  having  recommended  it  to  Mr.  Doidge^ 
that  w’e  ffiould  land  at  Grane  on  the  Arabian  fhore,  and  fet  out  from  thence 
over  the  Great  Fefert  {or  Aleppo,  That  the  Baron  knew  it*  to  be  a  road  fre¬ 
quented  by  people  of  trade ;  that,  an  European^  attended  only  by  a  fingle 
fervanr,  had  fafely  travelled  over  it,-  and- that  the  journey  would  not  take  up 
more  than  25  days.  Captain  farther  added,  that  ffiould  we  approve 

of  the  fcheme,  \\\o  Baron  would  immediately  fend  a  Felucca 'w'wF  a  mef- 
fenger  to  who  fhould  bring  the  Sheick  oi  that  place  (a  man  greatly 

obliged  to  him,  and  in  fome  meafure  under  his  influence)  to  Karec  \ 
with  him  he  did  not  doubt,  but  he  fliould  be  able  to  concert  a  plan  for  • 
conveying  us  fafe  to  Aleppo,.-,. , 

The  next  morning.  Lieutenant  James-  Alms,,  Captain  Lindefe}\  Mr.  Pigoty 
and  myfelf,  went  on  fhore,  and  were  very  genteely  received  by  the 
Baron.  We  v/ere  met  by  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Pye,,  Mynheer  Bofman  the  ‘ 
fecond  *,  Mr.  Robingfqn,,  an  enfign  in  the  Dutch  artillery,  but  of  Englijh  ex- 
tradlion,  and  who  fpoke  our  language  tolerably,  well;  Mynheer  Nicoli  the 
company’^  accomptant ;  Mynheer  Tilick  iho  furgeon ;  and  Mynheer  Binkey, 
the  mafler  attendant.  The  Baron  prefently  opened  to  us  his  plan  for  our 
future  journey,  and  it  appearing  to  be  a  route  as  little  hazardous^  as  any 
we  had  yet  thought  of,  and  more  expeditious  (though  lefs  commodious) 
than  that  by  Baghdad,  we  unanimoufly  agreed  to  put  ourfelves  entirely  un¬ 
der  the  Baro7j's  diredion  *,  who  gave  immediate  orders  for*  the  > 

going  to  Grajie  to  bring  the  Sheick  of  that  place  to  Karec.  . 

In  the  evening  we  took  a  walk  to  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Mr.  Robingfon-,  and  pafled  through  fome  agreeable  fields  of  corn,  . 
a  few  ears  of  which  were  then  ripe,  and  fome  gardens,  where  we  faw 
cole- worts,  .beans,  and  peafe  in  perfedion.  We  could  not  but  take  notice 
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1758.  allb  of  a  large  handfome  building  which  we  met  with  in  the  way,  fuppofed 
by  the  common  people  to  be  the  tomb  of  Meer  Mahomet  the  fon  of 
a  man  much  renowned  for  his  piety,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  performed  mira¬ 
cles  among  them.  The  Baron  however  aflured  us,  that  this  notion  of  theirs 
is  merely  imaginary,  for  that  Meer  Mahomet^  was  fo  far  from  being  buried 
under  this  tomb,  that  he  never  was  once  in  the  ifland,  either  living  or  dead. 
His  opinion,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  the  moft  fenfible  of  the  Arabs 
and  Berfians^  is,  that  this  monument  was  only  eredled  in  remembrance  and 
honour  of  that  fage,  and  that  neither  his,  nor  the  bones  of  any  other  per- 
fon  were  depofited  under  it.  He  obferved,  if  was  pofiible  this  tomb 
mioht  once  have  been  a  Portuguefe  chapel  j  and  that  after  thofe  people  had 
deSrted  the  ifland,  the  Perftans  had  changed  it’s  form  into  that  it  now 
bears.  This  opinion  is  probably  well  founded,  for  from  the  appearance  of 
the  ftone-mafonry,  and  the  painted  tiles  above  the  door,  it  was  very  evident 
that  fome  parts  at  lead  of  this  building  were  of  modern  conftrudlion.  Jufl: 
before  we  reached  this  tomb,  we  entered,  and  furveyed  with  great  atten¬ 
tion,  a  long  fubterraneous  paflage,  made  for  the  conveyance  of  water 
from  the  oppofite  fide  of  an  hill  •,  which  (according  to  the  Perfian  cuftom) 
has  at  proper  diftances,  holes  cut  through  the  furface  of  it,  for  the 
admilTion  of  light  and  air.  We  obferved  alfo  at  this  fouth  end  (which 
is  the  higheft  part  of  the  ifland)  fome  caverns  hewn  out  of  the  folid  rock, 
which  feem  to  have  been  the  dwelling-places  of  the  firft  inhabitants.  There 
were  alfo  two  or  three  ftruftures  here,  which  appeared  to  have  been  once 
appropriated  to  religious  ufes,  perhaps  they  were  Portuguefe  churches  i 
and  what  ferves  to  confirm  this  opinion,  is,  that  a  crucifix  had  been  dif- 
covered  cut  on  one  of  the  walls. 


The  next  day  we  began  pitching  the  four  tents  which  we  had  furnifli- 
ed  ourfelves  with  at  Calcutta  ;  but  before  we  had  finilhed  with  the  largeft, 
our  dining-tent,  the  Baron  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  put  an  entire  flop  to  our 
proceedings,  affuring  us,  that  thofe  high  and  fpacious  tents,  were  by  no 
means  calculated  for  our  purpofe,  fince  theyj  would  certainly  difcover  us  a 
great  way  off,  and  give  even  thofe  Arabs  that  were  about  us,  too  high  an 
opinion  of  our  conlequence  j  they’were  alfo,  he  obferved,  too  heavy  and  un¬ 
wieldy,  and  promifed  to  provide  us  with  proper  ones  in  their  ftead.  He 
had  with  him  feveral  Arabian  merchants,  who  all  joined  in  what  the  Baron 
had  faid.  After  he  had  thus  pafied  his  judgment  on  our  tents,  he  went 
on  examining  the  other  part  of  our  baggage,  and  could  not  help  fmiling 
at  a  two-wheel  chaife  w^e  had  brought  with  us,  in  hopes  of  it’s  being 
ufefol  in  our  journey  over  the  Defert.  We  knew  indeed  that  no  fuch 
thing  was  ufed  in  common  either  in  ’Turkey  or  Perjia^  yet  as  we  imagined  we 
might  be  able  to  get  horfes  either  at  Bajfora  or  Baghdad^  we  had  pleafed 
ourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  being  fometimes  relieved  from  the  Camels 


untoward  motion  by  this  means;  and  in  fuch  roads  as  fhould  turn  out 
rugged  or  fandy,  we  had  formed  a  fclieme  of  taking  the  chaife  to  pieces, 
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and  throwing  it  on  a  camel’s  back*.  We  were  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  1758. 
pradticability  of  this  fcheme,  but  concluded,  that  at  the  worft,  we  could 
make  a  prefent  of  it  to  Mr.  ^haw  at  Bajforay  to  whom  we  flattered  ourfelves 
it  might  be  acceptable,  having  heard  that  Mr,  Dorrel,  his  predeceflTor,  had 
made  ufe  of  a  two-wheel  chaife  at  that  place.  The  Arabs  feemed  greatly 
furprized  at  the  conftrudlion  of  this  vehicle,  and  many  of  them  with  much 
pleafantry,  placed  themfelves  in  the  feat  of  it.  We  hoped  that  the  Baron 
himfelf  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  the  chaife,  though  from  the 
rugged  appearance  of  the  whole  illand,  there  was  but  little  reafon  to  expedt 
it  t. 

From  the  chaife,  the  Baron  call  an  eye  on  fome  other  things  we  had 
brought,  and  talked  of  making  a  {till  greater  alteration,  but  faid,  he  would 
let  that  alone  till  after  the  arrival  of  the  Sheick  from  Grane.  He  approved 
much  of  our  fufils,  bayonets,  and  piftols,  as  well  as  of  the  canvas  and  lea¬ 
ther-portmanteaus,  which  we  had  procured  to  be  made  on  board  the  Grah^ 
in  lieu  of  common  wooden  trunks.  He  advifed  us  to  take  no  finery  with 
us,  efpecially  no  gold  or  filver  lace,  but  to  appear  as  plain  as  poflible  ;  to 
make  our  journey  in  the  habit  of  T urkijh  janizaries,  for  as  the  Arabs  well 
knew  thofe  gentlemen  not  to  be  rich,  we  might  probably  go  on  in  this  dif- 
guife  with  little  interruption.  Our  camp-tables  and  (tools,  according  to  the 
Baronh  plan,  were  to  go  no  farther,  and  our  clafp-cots  were  to  be  fent 
back  alfo  to  Bombay^  as  being  of  no  kind  of  ufe  in  our  future  journey,  fince 
we  muft  fleep  on  the  ground.  Had  we  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  have  met 
with  {S  able  a  counfellor  either  at  Calcutta  or  Bombay^  it  would  have  faved  us 
at  leall  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  flerling :  but  what  was  pall  could 
not  be  recalled,  and  I  have  now  only  to  wifh,  that  our  mifliakes  in  this  re- 
fpefl  may  be  of  advantage  to  future  travellers. 

Baron  Kniphaufen  is  a  BruJJian  by  birth,  brother  to  the  late  Embaf- 
fador  of  that  name  at  London^  of  a  middle  age,  and  was  formerly  in  his 
Prujfian  majefty’s  fervice,  but  from  fome  difguft  left  it,  and  ferved  as  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  a  regiment  of  French  dragoons.  He  afterwards  went  to  the  Eafi 
Indies^  and  was  appointed  refident  to  the  Dutch  company  at  Bajfora,  where 
he  unluckily  fell  into  a  difpute  with  the  T urkifi  government,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  as  follow. — The  Baron  one  morning  received  a  meflage,  that 
the  governor  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  :  he  haftened  to  the  palace,  and 
according  to  cuftom  fat  in  the  outer  room,  among  fome  of  the  Agas  of  the 
court.  A  fervant  having  been  fent  in  to  acquaint  the  governor  that  the 
Baron  was  waiting  in  obedience,  to  his  commands,  brought  for  anfwer, 

•  We  afterwards  forely  repented  that  we  had  not  taken  the  chaife  with  us, 

f  Non  eft  aptus  equis  Ithacze  locus,  ut  neque  planis  ^ 

Porredus  fpatiis,  neque  multse  prodigus  herbae. 

Hor.  Epift.  Lib.  i, 
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'  175^*  that  his  mafter  was  not  ready  to  receive  him.  Not  long  after,  another 
fervant  came  out,  and  defired  him  to  walk  into  an  inner  apartment  which 
he  had  no  fooner  done,  but  an  officer  there  in  Waiting  abruptly,  told  him, 
that  he  was  his  prifoner..  The  Barest  was  exceedingly  furprized,  and  enqui¬ 
ring  into  the  reafon  of  his  being  treated  in  fuch  a  manner,  wa^  artfwered, 
that  “it  was  for  being  criminal  mth  T’urkjfi  women,'  and  defrauding  the 
Government  of  it’s  cuftoms.”  He  infilled  on  the  proofs  being  'produced 
but  was  only  told  in  general  that  both  the  charges  were  well  fupported,  and 
that  from  henceforward  he  was  to  look  upon  himfelf  as  in  prifon.  He  then 
demanded  a  fair  trial,  but  that  favour  was  refufed  him.  He  remained 
confined  for  feveral  days,  and  during  the  whole  time,  perfons  were  em¬ 
ployed  to  perfuade  him  to  accommodate  matters  with  a  fum  of  money.. 
This,  he  for  awhile  abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  demanding  the  proofs,  and 
complaining  loudly  of  his  ill  treatment.  Some  days  had  now  paflTed  away, 
and  the  Baron  having  made  no  overture  of  a  pecuniary  compromife,  the 
*  Mufti  (who  in  this  country  is  both  prieft  and  judge)  was  fent  for,  and  de¬ 
fired  to  declare  what  puniffiment  the  law  denounced  againft  an  Infidel  who 
Ihould  prefume  to  lie  with  a  Mahometan  woman  ?  He  replied,  “  Death."''— 
He  was  then  told,  that  there  was  a  certain  perfon  now  in  prifon,  who  was> 
iTndoubtedly  guilty  of  this  crime,  and  that  he  (the  Mufti)  had  been  fent 
for  to  pafs  fentence  upon  him  in  form,  in  writing,  and  under  his  own  fig- 
nature.  He  honellly  replied,  that  he  could  not  poffibly  do  it,  ’till  he  had 
feen  the  prifoner,  heard. what  the  witneffes  had  to  fay,  and  was  fully  fatisfied 
in  his  own  mind  of  the<'truth  of  the  charge  laid  againft  him.  Thefe,forma- 
lities,  he  was  told,  oughf  to  be  difpenfed  with  on  the  prefent  occafion,  for 
it  was  as  clear,  as  the  light  at  noon-day,  that  the  priforier  was  guilty.  It. 
was  intimated  alfo  to  him,  that  the  governor  had  not  the-  leaft  intention  to 
take  away  the  Barori's  life, .but  his  foie  defign  in  confining  Him,  was  to 
frighten  him,  and  if  poffible  amend  him  by  making  him  , to  pay  down  a 
large  fum  for  his  pardon.  The  venerable  and  upright  Mufti  begged  to  be 
excufed  from  having  any  hand  in  fuch  a  bufinefs,  declaring  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  fit  as  a  juft  and  uncorrupt  judge,  and  that  as  the  law  gave  the  pri¬ 
foner  a  right  to  a. fair  and  impartial  tryal,  he  certainly  ffiould  have  it  at  all 
events.  "  *  -  '  ' 

f 

The  affair  ftood  thus  in  fufpenfe  for  a  little  time,  when  the  Baron  was 
informed  of  fome  underhand'  dealing^  ah  Mynheer  =^**********  bis  fecond, 
which  made  him  refolve  immediately  to  compromife  matters  with  the  Turkijhf 
government.  He  fent  therefore  for  the  proper  officer,  and  defired  to  know 
what  was  the  fum  required  for  his  releafe  ?  and  whether  he  would  favour 

*  What  the  Muftis  are  in  Turiy,  the  Shekks-Salem  are  in  Perjid,  and  the  Imaums  in  Arabia. 
There  is  a  great  difference  between  a  Sheick-Salem  and  a  common  Sheick.  The  former  is  both 
prieft  and  judge,  whereas  the  latter  means  no  more  than  the  father  of  the  family,  or  people,, 
about  him. 

him) 
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him  with  his  good  offices  for  an  accommodation  ?  The  ^urk  readily  promifed 
his  beft  affiftance,  but  faid,  he  feared  it  would  not  be  lefs  than  one  hundred 
thoufand  rupees.  The  Baron  demurred,  and  complained  heavily  of  the 
enormous  fum  that  was  fixed,  but  all  his  complaints  were  to  no  manner  of 
piirpofe.  At  laft,  he  told  the  Turk^  he  would  that  evening  pay  down  his 
all,  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  rupees,  ftay  in  Bajfora  only  the  next  day, 
and  depart  in  a  Dutch  fhip  the  day  following  •,  but  as  by  this  ftep,  his 
fecond  would  be  fiire;t6  fucceed  to  the  refidency,  the  governor  might,  if 
lie  pleafed,  demand  a  complimentary  loan  from  him  of  thirty  thoufand 
rupees,  and  make  up  the  remaining  twenty  out  of  tlie  private  fortune  of 
the  Banian^  who  was  employed  in  doing  the  bufinefs  of  the  Dutch  fadtory 
here,  and  with  whofe  conduift  in  the  prefent  difpute,  the  Baron  had  great 
reafon  to  be  difpleafed.  The  hint  was  reliffied  and  accepted;  xBt  Baron 
was  immediately  ufiiered  into  one  of  the  beft  rooms  of  the  Seraglio^  where 
the  governor  and  his  Agas\yrtxQ  fitting,  the  money  was  fent  for,  and  paid 
down,  and  the  prifoner  fet  at  liberty.  The  Dutch  fecond,  and  other  Euro' 
pean  gentlemen  were  in  company  together,  when  they  firft  heard  of  the 
Baron's,  enlargement.  The  fecond  immediately  waited  upon  him,  and  was 
very  inquifitive  to  know  the  terms  of  his  deliverance,  but  received  no 
fatisfaftory  anfwer ;  the  Baron  only  coldly  telling  him,  that  he  ffiould  the 
next  day  embark  for  Batavia^  where  he  would  account  for  the  whole  of 
his  condudt,  and  there  only. 


Mynheer  *^****^***^  was  now  looked  upon  as  chief  or  refident,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  ufual  compliments  on  the  ogcafion.  He  was  fent  for  to  court, 
and  befides  being  congratulated  by  the  governor  and  all  his  Agas  on  his 
new  promotion,  he  was  honoured  with  a  rich  Pelife^  or  filk  veil  lined  with 
ermine.  He  went  home  in  the  higheft  fpirits,  and  without  doubt  hugged 
himfelf  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  But  how  foon  did  the  feene  change  ! 
that  very  afternoon,  a  mefifenger  was  difpatched  to  him  from  the  gover¬ 
nor,  with  a  demand  of  thirty  thoufand  rupees.  He  was  aftonilked  at  the 
unlooked  for  tidings;  he  raved,  curfed  and  fwore ;  refufed  to  pay  the 
money,  and  infifted  upon  being  told  why  it  was  required  of  him.  The 
mefifenger  dryly  told  him,  that  it  was  but  a  necelTary  compliment  to  the 
governor,  from  a  man  who  had  fo  lately  received  fuch  honours,  and  who 
had  fo  fortunately  gotten  into  pofifeffion  of  a  poft  of  fuch  confequence.  Upon 
this,  he  flew  to  the  Baron^  who  referred  him  to  others  for  better  advice 

than  he  could  give  him.  He  afterwards  repaired  to  the  Seraglio^  to  com¬ 
plain  of  his  ill  ufag'e,  but  here  too  he  met  with  no  redrefs :  the  thirty 

thoufand  rupees  were  paid  down,  and  fo  were  the  twenty  thoufand  by  the 

Banian. 


The  day  following,  the  Baron  embarked  ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  on  board, 
than  he  received  a  melfage  from  the  governor,  inviting  him  to  come  back 
again,  with-affurances  of  his  prote(fl:ion,  and  readinefs  to  receive  from 
him  any  complaint  he  had  to  make  againft  any  other  European  gentlemen.' 
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The  Baron  conlidering  that  the  money  was  gone,  and  that  he  fliould  after¬ 
wards  be  as  liable  to  infult  and  impofition  as  he  had  been  already,  declined 
the  invitation,  and  immediately  failed  for  the  little  ifle  of  Karec,  where  he- 
fafely  landed :  having  attentively  furveyed  the  fpot,  he  at  that  time  laid, 
the  plan  (in  conjundion  with  the  Sheick  of  Bundarick)  of  what  he  after¬ 
wards  executed  with  fo  much  fuccefs.  He  carried  a  letter  from  the  Sheick, 
addrefled  to  the  general  and  council  at  Batavia,  in  which  he  offered  to  put 
the  Butch  in  pofleflion  of  the  ifland,  and  to  furrender  up  to  them  his  right 
of  fovereignty.  However,  before  the  Baron  left  Karec,  he  took  care  to 
difpatch  a  meflenger  acrofs  the  Befert  to  the  Butch  embaflador  at  Conjlan- 
tinople,  complaining  of  the  violation  of  treaties,  and  of  the  affront  which, 
had  been  offered  to  all  European  powers,  by  his  late  unjuft  imprifonment.. 
He  moreover  defired  the  embaffador  to  apply  to  the  Grand  Vizier,  that  the 
Butch  might  have  liberty  to  refent  the  governor  of  Bafforah  behaviour,  andr  ^ 
that  they  might  alfo  have  leave  to  fettle  upon  the  ifland.  Both  thefe  re- 
quefts  were  complied  with,  and  the  meffenger  made  his  way  back  again  to> 
Karec,  before  the  Baron  returned  from  Batavia. 

When  the  government  of  Bajfora  found,  that  the  Baron  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  come  back  to  that  place,  they  prefently  drew  up  a  letter  of 
complaint  againft  him  to  the  general  and  council  at  Batavia  in  the  moft. 
exaggerating  terms,  but  at  the  fame  time  took  care  not  to  mention  a  fy liable- 
of  the  100,000  rupees.  The  governor,  and  all  the  principal  people  of  his. 
court,  figned  the  letter,  the  honeft  Mufti  excepted.  It  was  immediately 
fent  away  to  Mr.  Boughs  at  Gombroon,  who  was  to  deliver  it  to  tha 
Butch  agent  there,  and  this  laft  gentleman  was  requefted  to  ufe  his. 
utmoft  diligence  in  forwarding  it  to  Batavia.  Tht.Baron^  who  fortunately 
knew  of  this  ftep,  wenthimfelf  to  Gombroon,  and  embarked  on  board  the.  very 
fhip  in  which  the  letter  was  fent;  confequently  he  got  to  Batavia  in  proper 
time  to  reply  to  every  article  of  complaint-  that  was  exhibited  againft  him* 
This  he  did  to  the  entire  fatisfaCtion  of  the.  general  and  council;  to  whom 
he  now.  propofed  his  fcheme  of  making  a  fettlement  2X  Karec,  and  thereby 
putting  their  company’s  affairs  in  iht  Perjian  gulph.  on  a  more  advantageous 
footing  than  ever.  This  being  approved  of  by  them,  he  failed  from 
Batavia  with  two  fhips  and  fifty  men,  and  took  pofTeffion  of  Karec, 
the  whole  of  whofe  inhabitants  at  that  time  confifted  only  of  about  one. 
hundred  poor  fifhermen.. 

As  he  had  brought  but  few  materials  with  him,  and  as  the  government- 
at  Batavia  was  very  flow  in;  fending  him  the  fuccours  they  had  promifed,. 
he  was  at  firft  driven  to  great  ftraits  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifh  his  new^ 
colony.  At  laft,  he  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  fending  for  workmen  from 
Perfia  Arabia,  and  with-  their  affiftance  built;^a.  little  conipadf  fort,, 
fufficiently  ftrong  againft  any  of  the  country  powers^  ap^  capable  of  defend* 
ing  itlelf  againft  any  fhips  in  India,  except  thofc  belonging  to  our  Eafl  India: 
cornpany.  The  want  of  materials  indeed,  and  of  a  fufficient  number  of 

work' 


[  2^3  ] 

workmen,  was  not  the  only  difficulty  the  Baron  had  at  firft  to  ftruggle  with ; 
for  at  his  coming  on  the  coaft,  he  had  the  mortification  to  hear  that  his  old 
friend  the  Sheick  of  Bunderick  had  been  murdered  by  his  fecond  fon,  and 
that  this  unnatural  villain  having  ufurped  the  fovereignty,  threatened  de-. 
ftru(fi:ion  to  him  and  his  intended  enterprize.  No  way  intimidated  however 
with  thefe  threats,  he  made  good  his  landing,  and  began  and  perfefled  his 
work^ 

This  eftablifhment  at  Karec,  was  only  a  part  of  the  Barones  fcheme. 
There  was  fomething  befides,  which  from  the  beginning  he  had  never 
once  loft  fight  of,  the  reimburfmg  himfelf,  at  the  expence  of  the  Turkijh 
government,  the  50,000  rupees  which  had  been  fo  unjuftly  taken  from 
him  at  Bajfora.  For  this  purpofe,  he  kept  his  fiiips  in  conftant  readi- 
nefs  to  put  to  fea,  and  in  the  months  of  April  and  May^  when  he  knew 
•  the  rich  Turkijh  vefiels  would  be  coming  from  the  gulph,  he  ordered 
two  of  his  fhips  (for  he  had  by  this  time  fitted  up  a  third)  to  cruize  at  the 
entrance  of  Bajfora  river,  and  not  to  fuffer  any  vefiels  to  pafs  without 
examination.  Thefe  orders  the  captains  of  his  two  cruizers  molt  punctually 
fulfilled,  and  moreover  frequently  landed  in  their  boats,  and  took  away 
oxen,  fiieep,  goats,  and  all  other  forts  of  provifion,  from  the  fhore.  While 
the  Barones,  two  fhips  were  thus  commencing  hoftilities'  in  the  mouth  of 
Bajfora  river,  two  Turkijh  vefiTels,  very  richly  laden,  touched  at  Karec 
for  pilots,  and  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  Dutch  commanders 
conduct,  as  reported  to  them  in-  their  pafiTage  up  the* gulph.  The  Baron 
entertained  the  Turkijh  captains  in  the  moft  polite  manner,  and  took  care 
to  furnifh  them  with  every  thing  that  could  contribute  either  to  the  refrefh- 
ment  of  their  fhips  crews,  or  their  own  amufement.  He  pretended  alfo  to 
find  great  fault  with  the  hoftiiities  committed  by  his  two  cruizers,  and  was 
politic  enough  to  perfuade  the  T urkijh  commanders  not  to  depart  from  Karec, 
until  the  return  of  his  own  captains,  when,  faid  he,  you  yourfelves  fhall  be 
witneffes  of  their  being  brought  to  a  proper  account  for  their  paft  beha¬ 
viour.  He  was  all  this  wliile  however  very  uneafy  at  his  own  untoward 
fituation  *,  being  doubtful  whether,  in  fpite  of  all  his  art,  thefe  two 
fiiips  might  not  by  fome  accident  or  other  be  alarmed,  and  make  their 
way  back  again  out  of  the  gulph.  He  could  not  but  reflect  too,  that  he 
had  no  force  with  him  at  prefent  capable  of  preventing  it,  there  being 
but  one  fhip  left  at  Karec,  poorly  manned,  and  ftill  worfe  commanded  i 
and  the  two  Turkijh  vefiTels  carried  at  leaft  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  with 
guns  in  proportion.  Add  to  this,  that  he  was  in  daily,  almoft  in  momentary 
expeftation  of  his  enemy,  Sheick  oi  Bundarick,  fending  over  Kxs  Tran- 
keys,  filled  with  foldiers,  to.  the  alfiftance  of  the  Turks.  In  this  dilemma, 
he  wifhed  only  for  an  opportunity  of  calling  in  his  cruizers,  but  at  the  fame 
time  defpaired  of  finding  any.  Luckily  for  him,  at  this  very  critical 
conjun<51:ure,  the  matter  of  a  Trankey,  bound  to  Bajfora,  applied  to  him 
for  a  pafs  ;  the  captains  feconded  the  requeft,  the -pafs  was  granted, 

and  an  order  was  fent  with  it  to  the  commanding  officer  for  the  immediate 
I.  .  .  return 
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1758.  return  of  the  crulzers.  In  two  dr  three  days  they  appeared,  to  the  no  fmall 
joy  of  t\\^.Bdyon.  And  now,  the  I'urkSi  who  before  were  prevented  from 
Vading’bp what' they  thought  prudential  reafons,  were  to  their  inexpreffible 
lurprize,  compelled  to  ftay  by  force.  I'he  hoftilitics  committed  by  the  two 
cruizers  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  had  given  the  government  at  Bajfora  the 
pioll  ienfible  alarm  •,  but  how  greatly  was  it  increafed,  when  the  news  arrived 
of  the  Baron's  having  detained  the  two  rich  fhips,  which  they  had  been 
anxioufly  expefting  from  Surat!  They  immediately  wrote  to  him,  offering 
to  pay  back  the  100,000  rupees,  and  in  all  other  rerpeds  to  come  to  an 
amicable  accommodation.  The  terms  were  readily  accepted  of,  the  money 
was  paid,  and  the  government  of  BajTcra,  and  the  Baron  (who  generoufly 
reimburfecl  Mynheer  and  the  Banian  their  lhare),  liave  continued 

on  a  friendly  footing  ever  fince. 

Having  circumflantially  given  the  particulars  of  the  Baron's  hiflory  rcla-  • 
tive  to  his  firll. fettling  at  Karec^  1  fliall  fubjoin  a  defeription  of  the  Ifate  of 
ihat  little  ifland,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival.  The  fort  is  a  fquare,  built 
of  done,  with  four  baflions,  each  of  which  hath  eight  guns  mounted  upon, 
it;  fix  of  thefe  were  in  the  two  faces,  and  the  others  were  fo  contrived  as  to 
flank  ^the  two.  curtains.  Before  the  gate,  facing  the  fea,  was  a  battery  or 
ravelin,  with  twelve  guns  mounted,  from  fix  to  eighteen  pounders.  There 
were  alfo  thirty  or  forty  more  of  various  Tizes  lying  upon  the  ground,  for 
want  of  carriages.  This  irregularity  in  the  weight  of  cannon,  was  owing  to 
the  Baron's  being  obliged  to  get  them  as  he  could  from  different  fhips,  and 
at  feveral  times.  An  efplanade  alfo  extended  itfelf  about  200  yards,  be¬ 
yond  which,  they  had  juft  finifhed  fome  houfes  for  Europeans  to  dwell  in, 
and  a  wall,  which  joined  to  thofe  houfes.  This  wall,  it  was  defigned, 
fliould  hereafter  be  continued  from  fea  to  fea,  as  a  fecurity  to  the  fort  and 
the  inhabitants  within.  It  ran  nearly  north-weft  and  fouth-eaft. — The  fort 
was  garrifoned  with  an  hundred  European  foldiers.  There  was  alfo  a  trian¬ 
gular  baftion  at  the  north-weft  end  of  the  ifland,  mounted  with  fix  guns  ; 
two  of  thefe  pointed  towards  the  fea,  two  to  the  flrore,  and  the  other  two  were 
to  flank  the  intended  curtain-wall  of  the  town.  About  mid-way  between 
this  north  weft  point  and  the  fort,  there  was  a  fmall  pier-head  of  ftone- 
work,  defigned  to  proted  a  little  haven,  whither  all  the  Erankeys^  Gallivats, 
and  Feluccas  run,  when  the  fouth  wind  blows  hard,  and  where  they  lay  in' 

.  perfect  fecurity.  In  this  haven  we  faw  two  or  three  armed  Gallivats^  with 
fix  or  eight  carriage  guns,  which  is  fuperior  to  any  force  t\\t  Turks  or  their 
neighbours  have  in  thefe  feas.  Upon  the  whole,  xhc  Barcn  had  made -a 
furprizing  progrefs  for  the  little  time  he  had  been  ,upon  the  ifland,  and  it 
plainly  appeared  to  us,  that  he  intended  to  make  it  a  very  ftrong  and 
wealthy  place. 

In  the  middle  of  this  ifland,  are  very  high  hills,  which  abound  with  a 
variety  of  fliells.  Some  fragments  torn  from  their  Tides,  gave  us  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  difeovering  feveral  yards  under  the  furface,  an  aftonifhing 

quantity 
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quantity  of  oyfter,  fcallop,  cockle,  lamprey,  barnicle,  and  other  (hells. 
The  common  tree  here,  is  the  Banian ;  but  none  of  the  limbs  yield  thofe 
luxuriant  flioots  which  go  downwards,  and  fix  then^elves  in  the  ground,  as 
at  Gombroon^  and  Fort  St.  David. — The  lavender-cotton  fhrub  is  found  here 
in  great  plenty.  Here  are  alfo  partridges,  wild  pidgeons,  wood-peckers, 
many  kinds  of  fmall  birds,  befides  gulls,  ^c.  near  the  fea. 

Pearl  oyflers  have  been  found  near  this  ifland,  but  as  they  lie  in  confider- 
able  depths,  not  lefs  than  13  or  14  fathom  water,  the  divers  (who  were  not 
very  expert  at  the  bufinefs)  had  not  met  with  much  fuccefs,  at  the  time  we 
were  there.  Some  pearls  of  confiderable  value  however  had  been  found, 
particularly  one,  very  handfome  and  large,  which  the  Baron  was  fo  polite 
as  to  prefent  to  Mr.  Doidge.  It  had  a  Lufus  Natura  upon  it,  flrongly  re- 
fembling  the  face  of  a  human  foetus  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy,  , 

The  Baron  was  very  inquifitive  about  the  diving-bell,  and  fome  other 
late  difcoveries  made  in  England.^  for  enabling  men  to  keep  a  long  while 
under  water ;  and  defired  Mr.  Doidge  to  think  of  him  on  this  article.  He 
gave  me  alfo  a  commiflion  to  buy,  and  fend  him  out  from  England  the 
following  books  and  inftruments,  viz. 

Didlionnaire  de  Bayle  1 

—  - Moreri  r  Derniefe  edition. 

- Oeconomique  J 

Cours  de  la  fcience  Militaire  par  Bardette  de  Villeneuvc. 

Oeuvres  de  Voltaire  T  f 

- Boileau  / 

—  - Regnard^Toutes^ 

- Requier  l 

- Vertot  \ 

L’Hiftoire  d’Angleterre  par  Rapim 

L’Hiftoire  de  France  qu’on  Jugera  la  meilleure. 

Lettres  de  Guy  Patin. 

Oeuvres  de  Cyrano  de  Bergerac. 

Toutes  fortes  de  Voyages  particuliers,  entre  autres  d’Ethiopie,  d’Abyflini'e, 
&  Nubie, 

Memoires  et  Voyages  du  Chevalier  d’Ervieux, 

Toutes  fortes  de  Memoires  inftruftives,  ou  amufantes. 

Toutes  les  Oeuvres  du  Marquis  d’Argens. 

Hiftoire  Generale  des  Voyages  in  4to  les  12  tomes,  &  ceux  qiu 
fuivent. 

La  Mothe  le  Vayer. 

Anecdotes  de  la  Cour  de  Philippe  Augufte ;  &  autres  d,®  cette  Ibrte. 

Lettres  edifiantes  &  curieufes. 

Defeription  de  I’Amerique  par  le  Pere  Labat, 

Defeription  d’Afrique. 

Toutes 


f 
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1758-  Toutes  fortes  de  Romans  bien  ecrits,  foit  Francois,  foit  Anglois- traduLts- 
en  Francois. 

Don  Quichotte,  er  toutes  les  Oeuvres  de  Cervantes. 

Diftionnaire  Francois  et  Anglois  j  et  Anglois  etFranjoisi  avec  une  bonne 
Grammaire. 

Qiielques  bons  et  nouveaux  Livres  fur  I’Artillerie,  la  Fortification,  ct 
Attaques  des  Places  •,  de  meme  fur  la  Marine,  et  la  Conftru(5lion  des  Vaiffeaux. 

Ditto,  Sur  TArchitedure,  et  les  Mechaniques,  et  Phifique  experimentale  *, 
cnfin,  tous  les  Livres  que  vous  jugerez  m’etre  utiles. 

The  above  catalogue  is  exaftly  copied  from  the  Baron'^s  original  com- 
miffion,  and  inferred  as  a  fpecimen  of  that  gentleman’s  ingenuity  and  turm 
of  mind.  He  was  pleafed  afterwards  to  add  to  the  catalogue  feveral  me¬ 
chanical  inftruments ;  as  Captain  T'eyw/s  new  inftrument  for  levelling  can¬ 
non,  and  any  other  invention  for  the  bomb.  Any  new-invented  optical 
inftruments,  being  improvements  on  the  telefcope,  microfcope,  or  common 
cye-glafs.  And  fuch  other  inftruments  as  tended  to  illuftrate  any  art  or 
fcience,  or  could  be  of  fervice  to  him  in  his  new  fettlement. 

Thefe  feveral  articles  were  to  be  fent  to  him  by  one  of  our  India  fhips,  or 
by  fome  veflcl  bound  to  Scanderoon  *,  and  from  thence  to  be  fent  to  Aleppo^, 
configned  to  the  care  of  the  Englijh  or  Dutch  conful  at  that  place.  On  my 
arrival  in  London^  this  commiflion  of  the  worthy  Baron^  was  punctually  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  difcharged  out  of  a  fum  of  money,  which  he  had  advanced  to* 
Mr.  Doidge. 

Not  far  from  Grane  is  an  ifland  called  Bareen  or  Baharen^  where  at  certain 
known  depths,  divers  go  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  and  come  up  agains 
with  their  veffels  filled  with  frelh  water.  The  fact  is  indifputable  ;  ^  had  it 
from  the  Baron^  and  feveral  Arabian  merchants  who  lived  near  the  iftand 
confirmed  the  truth  of  it.  The  frefh  water  is  found  in  holes  or  little  natU’ 
ral  wells,  fome  fathoms  below  the  furface  of  the'  fea.  The  Arabs  have 
certain  marks  on  the  ifland,  to  teach  them  where  to  dive  for  the  frefh  water 
holes.  One  of  the  merchants  aflured  us,  that  he  himfelf  difcovered  a 
fpring  upon  the  fhore,  ferving  one  of  thefe  wells-,  that  he  put  a  bit 
of  a  heavy  flick  into  it,  and  in  two  or  three  days  afterwards,  a  diver 
brought  it  to  him  from  the  bottom  of  one  of  the  holes.  It  is  worthy  of 
remark  alfo,  that  through  all  the  Perjian  gulph,  the  fpring  water  of  the 
iflands  is  much  better  than  that  which  is  found  upon  the  continent ;  and 
the  water  heareft  the  fea  in  the  iflands,  has  greatly  the  advantage  over  that, 
which  is  found  in  the  middle  ^parts.  This  obfervation  of  the  inferiority  of 
the  water  upon  the  continent,  holds  good  however,  only  refpecfting  that 
part  of  it  which  is  near  the  fea ;  for  about  i  %  miles  up  the  country,  both 
on  the  Pcrfian  and  Arabian  fide  of  the  gulph,  the  water  is  very  good. 


To 
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In  the  diftri6l  of  Bedejht  near  Behaim^  in  the  province  of  Pegfoai  (or  1758. 
Cokelaun)  in  Perjta^  is  a  black  Bitumen^  extrafted  from  a  rock,  which 
is  looked  upon  as  a  fpecific  in  reuniting  fradured  bones.  The  Baron  gave  me 
two  little  canifters  of  it;  and  the  diredtions  I  received  for  ufing  it,  were, 

“  Take  half  a  drachm  of  the  Bitumen^  and  melt  it  over  the  fire,  mixed 
with  an  ounce  of  oil :  when  thefe  are  well  incorporated,  rub  the  broken 
part  with  them  quite  warm,  and  in  all  other  refpedls  treat  the  fradlure  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  common  rules  of  furgery.  The  patient  is  alfo  to  take  a  pill 
of  it  inwardly  three  or  four  times  a  day.”  Mr.  Alves^  an  Englijh  furgeon, 
had' made  ufe  of  it  in  a  cafe  where  both  thighs  were  fradlured,  and  aflured 
the  Baron  that  no  fever  came  on  during  the  whole  time  of  the  cure.  Another 
perfon  afllired  the  Baron^  that  having  once  applied  it  to  the  broken  leg  of  a 
fowl,  it  was  able  to  walk  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  rock  yielding  this 
Bitumen  had  formerly  a  guard  placed  over  it,  and  a  very  confiderable  profit 
arofe  therefrom  to  the  governor  of  the  province ;  but  fince  the  kingdom  of 
Perjia  has  been  rent  in  pieces  by  civil  wars,  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  guard 
has  been  withdrawn,  for  feveral  poor  Perfians^  who  fled  for  protedlion  to 
KareCy  brought  a  little  of  this  pitch  along  with  them,  and  offered  it  in  fale 
to  the  Baron.  That  which  he  gave  me,  was  a  prefent  to  him  from  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  the  province  *. 

We  were  greatly  difappointed  at  the  long  abfence  of  the  FeluccUy  which 
the  Baron  had  fent  to  Grajiey  to  bring  the  Sheick  who  was  to  condud  us  over 
the  great  Defert  to  Aleppo ;  however,  on  the  whole  our  time  pafTed  away 
not  unpleafantly.  The  mornings  were  generally  fpent  in  making  little  excur- 
fions  to  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  our  evenings  in  flipping  with  the 
Baron  at  the  fort.  Here  we  met  with  a  very  agreeable  and  fen  Able  gentle* 
man,  who  amidfl:  a  variety  of  other  topics,  gave  us  the  following  account  of 
the  Arabs  and  Perftans. 

“  The  Arabs  ffill  continue  divided  into  F ribes  %  and  out  of  as  many 
of  thefe  as  poffible,  it  will  be  advifable  for  you  to  feledt  the  men  who 
are  to  efcort  you  over  the  Defert ;  for  Ihould  you  happen  to  fall  in  with  a 
body  of  any  of  thofe  particular  tribes,  to  which  the  Arabs  who  accompany 
you  belong,  you  may  depend  upon  paffing  unhurt  and  unmolefted ;  or  if 
you  meet  with  any  of  their  fcouting  parties,  and  can  prevail  only  on  one 
of  them  to  enter  your  tents,  drink  of  your  coffee,  eat  rice,  or  any  thing 
befides,  you  will  then  be  fafe  from  any  infult  either  by  them  or  their 
brethren ;  it  being  an  invariable  maxim  with  them,  “  ne^^er  to  molefi 
thofe  flrangers  they  have  once  eaten  and  drank  withf  looking  upon  it  then  as 
a  breach  of  hofpitality,  and  confequently  as  a  moil  enormous  crime.  Should 
any  of  their  out-lying  detachments  accidentally  fall  in  with  you,  and  inltead  of 

*  Sir  John  Chardin  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  travels  has  given  an  exail  and  ample  ac¬ 
count  of  this  medicine. 

F  f  entering 


8.  entering  your  tents,  and  partaking  of  your  entertainment,  hurry  back  to 
-1^  their  main  body  to  communicate  the  pleafing  intelligence  •,  even  in  this  cafe, 
if  one  of  your^party  can  make  greater  hafte  than  they,  and  join  the  Afah- 
body  firft,  throw  himfelf  at  the  Sheickh  feet,  and  demand  proredtion,  you 
may  reft  alTured  of  your  lives  and  property  :  for  another  ftable  maxim  with 
them  is,  that  “  whofoever  Jhall  fly  to  the  powerful^  and  humbly  implore  ajjijiance^ 
has  a  right  to  receive  itA  I'his  point  they  carry  fo  far,  that  were  the 
murderer  of  the  Sheick's  father,  fon,  or  brother,  to  be  the  perfon  fo  pe¬ 
titioning,  he  would  not  be  refufed.  And  what  is  ftill  more  extraordinary, 
this  a6l  of  mercy  is  fure  to  take  place,  although  the  fupplicant  may  not 
be  able  to  get  quite  up  to  the  perfon  of  the  Sheick.  If  he  is  Only  fo  near 
him,  as  to  be  capable  of  throwing  a  flick  to,  or  beyond  the  fpot  of 
ground  where  he  happens  to  be,  this  circumftance  fecures  him  from  all 
danger. 

But  though  the  Arabs  are  thus  fcrupulous  in  regard  to  the  rights' of  hof- 
pitality,  yet  in  other  inflances  they  will  be  found  to  equivocate  as  well 
as  their  neighbours.  The  mofl  effectual  way  to  bind  them  is  by  a 
particular  oath  of  theirs,  called  the  Tallauck  the  penalty  of  a  non-per¬ 
formance  of  which  is,  that  the  perjured  perfon  fhall  part  with  all  his  wives, 
and  never  cohabit  with  them  again,  until  they  have  been  proftituted  to  other 
men.  The  infamy  and  inconvenience  arifing  from  hence,  is  efteemed  £b 
very  great,  that  you  feldom,  if  ever,  hear  of  -this  facred  obligation  being 
broken.  The  wife,  that  has  the  greateft  power  in  a  family,  is  fhe,  who  by 
the  confent  of  the  parents  of  both  parties,  was  firft  married  to  the  young 
man  ;  fhe  is  early  taught  the  art  of  cookery,  and  takes  the  lead  of  all  the 
other  wives  in  that  refpeeft  ;  fhe  has  alfo  the  chief  management  of  his  do- 
meftic  affairs  *,  nor  can  he  ever  part  with  her,  but  with  the  utmoft  difficulty 
and  inconvenience..” 

The  money  ufed  by  the  Arabs^  are  the  Ferjian  and  Indian  Rupees-.  Im 
one  town  in  Arabia  Felix,  the  government  coins  a  piece  of  filver  fomewhat 
of  the  fhape  of  an  horfefhoe ;  fifteen  of  thefe  amount  to  a  Rupee.  The 
Indian  Rupee  is  worth  forty-fix  Marmoodas,  the  Perjian  is  valued  only  at  forty- 
five. 

The  charafter  which  this  gentleman  gave  us  of  the  Perfians  alfo  was  by  no- 
means  likely  to  prejudice  us  in  their  favour.  He  reprefented  them  as  “  a 
deceitful,  treacherous  people;  faithlefs  in  their  dealings,  and  fo  addicted  to 
all  the  little  arts  of  guile  and  falfehood,  that  a  man  muft  be  credulous  to 
great  degree,  to  believe  them  even  upon  their  oaths.  Should  one  of  that  na¬ 
tion  fwear  (according  to  the  Perjian  mode)  that  he  will  perform  a  certaini 
a6l,  on  the  penalty,  we  will  fuppofe,  of  his  fon  Hojfein  being  difhonoured 
by  his  wife;  upon  being  detefted  of  failing  in  his  engagement,  and  re¬ 
proached  with  the  difhonour  which  is  done  to  his  family  by  his  perjury, 
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he  will  only  laugh  and  fay,  that  he  took  that  oath  at  the  expence  of  another  1758. 
Hojfein^  not  of  his  fon,  nor  of  any  one  of  that  name,  for  whom  he  had  the  v— 
leafl;  alFedlion.  A  Perjian  is  not  limited  in  the  number  of  his  wives :  he 
may  marry  them  for  a  certain  time,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  period  put 
them  away  if  he  pleafes,  taking  care  however  to  perform  his  marriage  con- 
trad,  which  always  fecures  to  the  woman  a  return  of  whatever  money  or 
goods  fhe  brought  with  her,  in  cafe  of  a  divorce.’* 

In  Gombroon  if  a  woman  fliall  be  difcovered  to  have  committed  adultery, 
the  huiband  of  that  woman  is  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  governor,  if 
able  j  if  not,  the  wife  is  taken  from  him  by  the  officers  of  jutlice,  and  fent 
to  a  common  ftew,  there  to  remain,  ’till  fhe  has  by  a  repetition  of  the 
fame  crime,  earned  as  much  money,  as  will  difcharge  the  fine  :  after  this 
Ihe  is  returned  to  her  hufband  again,  who  may  keep  her  or  not,  as  he 
thinks  proper.  If  he  chufes  to  part  with  her,  he  muft  exadly  fulfil  the  mar¬ 
riage  contrad  by  returning  the  fortune  he  received  with  her. 

In  a  vifit  we  made  to  another  gentleman  of  this  ifland,  who  had  the  befl: 
opportunities  of  getting  at  the  true  charader  of  the  late  famous  P'hamas 
Kuli  Kban,  he  affured  us,  “  that  all  the  hiftories  yet  written  of  him,  were 
very  erroneous.  He  was  not  naturally  cruel  •,  his  ambition  indeed  led  him 
to  empire,  but  he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  governed  mildly.  That 
though  the  two  laft  years  of  his  life  were  attended  with  continual  revolts 
among  his  fubjeds,  at  the  head  of  whom  were  his  own  children,  yet  he 
feldom  put  any  of  them  to  death  ;  the  punifliment  he  generally  inflided  was 
that  of  putting  out  their  eyes.  Kuly  Khan  being  once  afked,  why  he  chofe 
this  method  of  treating  his  rebellious  fubjeds,  rather  than  taking  away  their 
lives,  replied,  Becaufe  I  would  have  them  live  on,  eyelefs^  as  lajiing  monuments 
of  their  own  villainy^  and  of  my  jufice. 

This  gentleman  alfo  afiured  us,  that  Kuli  Khan  had  once  flattered  himfelf 
with  a  vaft  increafe  of  empire  by  a  marriage  with  the  Czarina  of  Mufeovy^ 
and  that  he  adually  fent  an  E?nbaflador  to  Peterfburgh  for  that  purpofe  : 
though  the  Czarina  iecretly  defpifed  the  offer  he  made  to  her,  looking  back 
with  fcorn  on  his  mean  original,  yet  (he  took  care  to  demean  herfelf  with 
much  feeming  refped  upon  theoccafion,  and  expreffed  herfelf  highly  honour¬ 
ed  with  the<S/&^/^’s  propofd,  but  at  the  fame  time  advanced  many  reafons  why 
file  could  not  poffibly  comply  with  it.  Among  others,  Ihe  did  not  forget 
to  mention  the  difference  of  their  religion.  Soon  after  the  return  of  his 
embaffador,  the  Perftan  monarch  converfed  often  with  the  fathers  of  the 
three  convents  at  Ifpahan  •,  feemed  very  defirous  of  being  inftruded  in  the 
fundamentals  of  their  religion,  liftened  to  them  with  great  attention,  and 
threw  out  hints  of  his  becoming  a  Chriftian.  He  ordered  alfo  thefe  fathers 
to  fet  about  a  tranflation  of  the  New  Teftament  into  thtPerfian  language  for 
his  own  immediate  ufe,  which  they  had  very  near  finiftied,  when  his  life 
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1758.  was  put  an  end  to  by  fouf  of  his  own  generals,  who  have  been  fighting  for 
V— ^  the  crown  or  throne  of  Perfta  ever  fince. 

The  firft  competitor,  Nauzir  Khan^  hath  already  been  noticed  as  refiding 
near  loGombroon. — The  fecond,  Kerim  Khan,  is  in  pofTeflion  of  Ifpahan,  and 
has  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  under  his  command. — The  third  is 
Hajfein  Khan,  who  poflefles  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  at  the 
time  we  were  at  Gombroon,  was  faid  to  be  marching  from  the  provinces  near 
the  Cafpian  fea  with  a  great  body  of  forces  towards  Ifpahan ;  and  that  he 
carried  with  him  a  prince  of  the  female  line  of  the  great  Shah  Abbas,  in 
whofe  name  he  founded  his  pretenfions. — The  fourth  is  Achmet  or  Hamet 
Shah,  governor  of  the  Afghan  or  Pytan  country ;  his  views  were  faid  tO" 
be  confined  to  the  keeping  pofleffion  of  that  province  only,  which  borders- 
on  the  territories  of  the  Great  Mogul.  During  our  flay  at  Karec,  we  re¬ 
ceived  advice,  that  Hajfein  Khan  had  obtained  a  fuperiority  over  all  his  rivals; 
that  his  troops  were  more  numerous,  and  better  difciplined  than  theirs ;  and 
that  his  carrying  with  him  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  had  confiderably  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  his  partifans,  and  given  him  at  leaft  a  fhew  of  better' 
pretenfions  to  the  crown. 

Hamet  Khan  or  Shah,  the  chief  of  the  Afghans,  according  to  thefe  ad¬ 
vices,  had  juft  before  gained  a  confiderable,  tho’  not  a  decifive  vi(ftory  over 
Kerim  Khan.  We  were  now  alfo  given  to  underftand,  that  Nauzir  Khan,  im 
the  neighbourhood  of  Gombroon  was  become  of  fo  little  confequence,  as  not= 
to  be  thought  worthy  of  being  ranked  among  the  competitors  for  the  crowns 
of  Perfia.  So  that  at  this  time  the  four  claim.ants  were  reduced  to» 
three. 

To  the  fame  gentleman  who  furniflied  us  with  the  account  of  the* 
nations  bordering  on  the  Perjian  gulph,  we  were  alfo  obliged  for  the- 
following  anecdotes  relative  to  a  late  maftacre  in  Batavia,  the  chief 
aftors  of  which  furpafted  either  Arabs  or  Perftans,  in.  diftimulation  and" 
cruelty. 

As  all  kinds  of  grain  were  fcarce  at  Ceylon,  and  as  all  the  fettle m.ents^. 
in  India  were  chiefly  fupplied  with  wheat  and  rice  from  Bengal  b-oIl  the- 
Malabar  coaft,  it  was  propofed  in  the  Hutch  council  at  Batavia,  that  a  confi* 
derable  number  of  Chinefe  fliould  be  forcibly  taken  from  the  ifland  of  Java,^, 
and  tranfported  to  Ceylon,  in  order  to  cultivate  the  lands,  which  thereby 
would  be  fure  to  produce  great  quantities  of  grain.  This  motion  met  with' 
violent  oppofition,  and  was  almoft  unanimoufly  rejefted*;  feveral  alledging’ 
that  it  was  the  height  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  to  force  the  Chinefe,  who  were- 
a  free  people,  into  flavery ;  and  fome  threw  out  hints  that  there  ought  to  be- 
methods  taken  to  make  their  affairs  better  rather  than  worfe.  Elated  with  what 
paffed  in  the  council,  the  Chinefe  took  great  liberties,  fpake  freely  of  their  real 
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or  pretended  hardfhlps,  and  at  laft  went  fo  far  as  to  Infult,  and  commit  17^5; 
feveral  robberies.  A  council  was  prefently  fummoned  to  remedy  fhefe  «. 
evils ;  when,  after  much  debate,  it  was  at  laft  refolved,  that  all  the  va¬ 
grant  Chinefe  ftiould  be  feized  and  fent  to  Ceylon  \  but  the  officer,  who 
put  this  order  in  execution,  made  a  fatal  miftake,  for  inftead  of  con¬ 
fining  himfelf  to  vagrants,  he  imprifoned  feveral  of  the  principal  planters 
and  merchants.  During  their  confinement,  many  of  their  fervants  com¬ 
mitted  great  thefts,  and  did  them  confiderable  damage  in  plundering  their 
eftates.  No  fooner  however  were  they  fet  at  liberty,  but  the  fervants,  appre- 
henfive  of  their  mafters  difpleafure,  ran  into  the  mountains,  where  they 
committed  great  diforders  among  the  native  iflanders,  who  came  to  a  pitched 
battle  with  them,  and  beat  them  back  to  the  Dutch  territories.  Upon  their 
return,  the  ring-leaders  were  punifhed,  and  affairs  were  once  more  put 
upon  a  tolerable  good  footing.  The  Dutch  council  then  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  make  a  new  law,  by  which  all  the  Chinefe  were  forbidden  to  have  a 
light  in  their  houfes  after  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening.  This  was  a- 
moft  fenfible  mortification  to  people,  who  had  ever  been  accuftomed 
to  fpend  their  evenings  in  the  greateft  feftivity ;  and  in  fpite  of  this 
reftraint,  they  came  to  a  refolution  of  continuing  their  meetings,  and^ 
of  increafing  their  mutual  intercourfe  with  one  another.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  they  broke  down  their  partition-walls,  threw  feveral  houfes  into 
one,  and  kept  up  their  fpirits  as  well  as  men  could  do  who  were  without- 
light.> 

The  Dutch  were  greatly  alarmed'  at  this  behaviour  of  the  Chinefe 
they  affembled  in  council,  and  orders  were  prefently  iffued  for  all  the' 
feamen  belonging  to  the  fhips  in  the  port,  to  come  afhore,  to  be' 
ftationed  in  the  marine  yard,  where  they  were  locked  up  every  even¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  keep  the  Chinefe  in  awe,  and  to  a£t  as  occafion  might' 
require.  One  night,  either  through  carelefsnefs  or  defign,  the  gate  of  the 
marine  yard  was  left  open  the  failbrs  foon  difeovered  it,  and,  enraged 
with  being  kept  fo  long  confined,  they  broke  loofe  like  fo  many  wild' 
beafts,  and  roamed  all  over  the  city,  maffacring  every  man,  woman,  and 
child,  they  met  with,  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand. 

The  nevv's  of  this  dreadful  feene  was  foon  brought  to  thie  general'*,  but 
alas !  no  remedy  was  to  be  found  I  Prefently  after,  an  officer  was  difpatched 
to  him  in  all  hafte  from  the  prifon  (in  which  were  kept  fifteen  hundred 
Chinefe^  defigned  to  be  tranfported  to  Ceylon)  acquainting  him,  that  the  pri- 
foners  were  in  an  uproar,  that  without  immediate  affiftance  he  fhould  not 
be  able  to  keep  them  under,  but  they  would  break  out  and  put  to  death 
all  that  came  in  their-  way,  and  that  little  or  no  refiftance  could  be  made  to 
fo  large  a  body  of  men,  confidering  how  the  Dutch  feamen  and  foldiers 
were  difperfed  through  the  feveral  quarters  of  the  town.  In  anfwer  to- 
this,  the  general  is  laid  to  have  replied,  “  If  that  he  really  the  cafe^  the 
c  yrifoners 
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■jy^S.  prifoners  ought  to  he  cut  This  was  a  fwfficient  hint  to  the  officer, 

V— — '  who  took  care  to  fee  the  bloody  aft  perpetrated  without  delay.  Nothing 
more  than  giving  the  above  anfwer,  could  ever  be  proved  againft  the  ge¬ 
neral,  though  he  afterwards  was  accufed  of  being  the  principal  aftor  in  this 
horrid  butchery,  and  was  accordingly  removed  from  his  government,  and 
imprifoned,  till  death  fet  him  free. 

On  Friday  the  14th  of  Aprils  to  our  great  fatisfaftion,  the  Felucca  returned 
from  Grane^  and  brought  the  long-expefted  Arab.  He  behaved  very  com- 
plaifantly,  affuring  us  of  his  bed  affiftance,  and  how  ready  he  was  to  accom¬ 
pany  us  to  Aleppo.  He  thought  it  his  duty  however,  he  faid,  to  acquaint 
us,  that  if  we  undertook  our  journey  at  this  time,  we  ffiould  run  great 
rifle  of  being  infulted  by  the  tribe  of  a  powerful  neighbouring  Sheick 
who  having  a  quarrel  among  themfelves,  were  under  no  fort  of  regulation  : 
that  two  perfons  had  been  lately  attacked  by  them,  one  of  whom,  well 
known  by  the  Baron,,  was  mortally  wounded.  He  added,  that  this  day 
was  the  feventh  of  the  Moon,  and  by  letters  received  from  different  places 
it  appeared,  that  the  great  Caravan  for  Aleppo  would  be  near  Grane  on 
the  twentieth,  when  the  camels  from  this  laft  place  were  to  join  it;  that  if 
we  chofe  to  travel  in  company  with  them,  w^e  might  do  it  with  much  more 
fafety  and  convenience,  than  in  a  fmaller  party  ;  that  the  Caravan  would  be 
only  thirty  days  in  going  from  Grane  to  Aleppo,  and  would  confift  of 
five  thoufand  camels  and  a  thoutand  men.  The  whole  of  this  intelligence 
was  of  too  pleafing  a  nature  to  admit  of  our  continuing  long  in  fufpence ; 
we  unanimoufly  agreed  to  join  the  Caravan.  The  Sheick  feemed  delighted 
with  our  determination,  and  advifed  us  to  leave  Karec  on  the  fifteenth,  that 
we  might  get  to  Grane  in  proper  time ;  affuring  us,  that  he  himfelf  would 
return  back  to  Grane  in  a  day  or  two,  to  get  the  camels,  i^c.  ready  for  our 
ufe. 

The  Baron,  after  confulting  with  the  Arab,  determined  that  our  baggage 
fhould  confift  of  the  following  articles.  One  Bengal  tent,  two  Arabian  tents, 
\%  Arabian  bafkets,  which,  one  with  another,  holds  about  24  quart  bottles. 
They  were  to  contain  72  bottles  of  Madeira  wine,  58  of  claret,  54  of  Mango 
fhrub,  15  oi  Arrack,  15  of  cyder,  240  pounds  of  bifeuit  or  rulk,  6  hams, 
30  neats  tongues,  27  pieces  of  Ihip  beef,  i  chefhire  cheefe,  32  pounds  of 
butter,  2  fmall  jars  of  pickled  Sardinias,  3  quart  bottles  of  oil,  5  of 
vinegar,  2  bottles  of  muftard,  2  bottles  of  powdered  pepper,  20  pounds 
of  powdered  fugar,  8  pounds  of  powdered  fugar-candy,  12  quart  bottles 
of  common  fyrup  clarified  with  whites  of  eggs,  28  pounds  of  onions, 

*  The  Sheick  alluded  to  lives  nezx  Grane,  and  is  the  mod  powerful  of  all  that  live  in  the 
Defert,  having  thirty  thoufand  men  under  his  command ;  he  receives  fifty  thoufand  crowng 
out  of  the  one  hundred  thoufand,  which  are  yearly  fent  to  the  Arabs  from  ihe  Grand  Seigjtior, 
for  permitting  the  Pilgrim-Caravans  to  pafs  unmoleAed, 
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12  pounds  of  ginger-bread  -nuts,  30  pounds  of  Gombroon  dried  prunes, 
two  Cattees  of  tea,  two  of  powdered  coffee,  one  canvas  portmanteau,  to 
hold  our  linnen  and  clothes,  and  a  larger  one  for  our  bedding.  As  our 
whole  party  confifted  of  eight  perfons,  it  was  agreed  that  each  of  us  (fer- 
vants  excepted)  Ibould  take  with  him  30  fuits  of  linnen,  one  European  fuit 
of  clothes,  four  or  five  pair  of  thin  flioes,  a  plain  hat,  an  Arabian  CamalinCy 
troufers,  Durban  and  flippers,  and  a  Turkijh  Janizarfs  drefs.  The  above 
inventory  of  our  baggage  being  fixed,  and  the  Baron  having  acquainted  the 
Arab,  that  he  intended  to  accommodate  us  with  two  of  his  own  horfes  in 
x)ur  journey  ;  the  latter  declared,  that  30  camels  would  ftill  be  wanting  to 
carry  us,  our  fervants,  and  baggage.  The  Baron  infilled,  that  a  lefs  num¬ 
ber  would  be  fufficient,  and  brought  him  down  to  twenty.  It  was  theni 
agreed  between  them,  it  would  be  neceflfary  for  us  to  take  from  Grane  an; 
Arab  of  credit,  whole  bufmefs  would  be  to  fettle  all  points  with  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Caravan^  to  prevent  infults,  thefts,  fsfr.  ^c. 


The  Baron  took  me  afide^  and  told  me,  by  what  he  could  learn,  the 
price  of  a  can:iel  at  and  about  Grane^  was  about  thirty-five  Piajires,  but 
he  feared  that  we  as  travellers  would  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  fervice 
only,  more  than  the  camel’s  original  cofl  *,  but  by  a  calculation  he  had  made,, 
he  thought  he  fhould  be  able  to  agree  with  the  Sheick,  to  provide  us 
with  camels,  and  all  other  neceflaries,  for  about  a  thoufand  or  eleven* 
hundred  Piajires'*.  I  took  upon  me  to  anfwer  for  my  brother  travellers,- 
that  we  fhould  not  have  the  leafl  objedlion  to  this  fum,  and  defired  the  Baron- 
to  fettle  matters  with  the  Arab  upon  this  footing.. 


The  affair,  agreeable  to  the  Arabian  was  negotiated  between  them* 

by  the  mediation  of  a  third  perfon  *,  the  Baron  and  the  Sheick  having  no> 
immediate  intercourfe  with  each  other.  A  great  deal  of  pompous  folem- 
nity  fat  on  the  face  of  the  Arab^  who  treated  this  bufmefs  as  a  matter  of  the 
utmoft  confequence,  and  by  figns  upon  his  fingers,  made  a  demand  of  two 
thoufand  Piaftres.  The  Baron  in  return  offered  one  thoufand,  and  the  affair 
was  thus  debated  by  figns  from  the  parties,  and  ferious  whifperings  from 
the  mediator,  for  full  half  an  hour;  when  they  parted  rather  abruptly,  the 
Baron  being  greatly  difpleafed  with  the  intended  impofition  of  the  Arab. 
He  told  us  in  the  evening,  that  this  exorbitant  demand  mufl  proceed  from 
a  report  that  we  were  exceedingly  rich  ;  that  he  was  fure  the  crafty  Arab’- 
had  cafl  a  wiflfful  eye  upon  our  purfes,  and  that  nothing  but  this,  and  the 
hopes  he  ftill  entertained  of  our  being  obliged  to  clofe  with  him,  prevented 
his  acceptance  of  the  offer,  for  the  whole  money  would  be  clear  gain  to  him  ; 
as  we  were  immediately  to  depofit  the  cafh,  and  the  camels  which  he  was  to 
buy  with  it,  would  Aleppo  for  more  than  their  prime  coft.  The  Sheick, 

*  Eight  hundred  make  one  thoufand  rupees^  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  pmnds 

fterling. 

after- 
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1758*  after  the  negotiation  was  broken  off,  waited  upon  the  Baron^  and  remon- 
' — ftrated  after  this  manner.  “  Tou  ufe  me  very  unkindly^  Sir.  Pray  what  are 
“  thefe  travellers  to  you  ?  I  and  my  tribe  have  keen  in  frtendjhip  with  you  for 
“  a  long  time^t  and  I  could  not  have  expe^ed  that  you  -would  thus  have  given 
“  the  preference  to  Jlrangers*'  The  Baron  was  fo  much  out  of  temper  with 
him,  that  he  returned  him  very  little  anfwer,  but  ordered  a  Felucca  to  be 
immediately  got  ready  for  us,  that  the  Arab  might  think  we  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  go  to  Bajfora  by  water  in  order  to  join  the  Caravan  there,  where 
we  were  affured  it  would  arrive  in  two  days,  after  its  leaving  Crane.  Our 
fervants  alfo  were  made  to  believe  that  we  fhould  certainly  proceed  by  water, 
that  the  Arab^  who  probably  would  be  inquifidve  with  them,  might  be 
deprived  of  all  hope  of  our  ever  coming  up  to  his  demand.  The  Baron 
clofed  this  night’s  converfation,  with  the  following  fenfible  obfervatiom 
In  YaWr opt  perhaps  it  may  fome times  be  a  proper  maxim  for  people  to  deftre  to  be 
“  thought  rich  ;  but  in  this  part  of  the  world.,  all  fhould  endeavour  to  be  efteemed 
“  poor,  for  the  fuppofed  rich  man  will  ever  be  impofed  upon,  and  it  is  out  of 
“  his  power  to  prevent  it.  Gentlemen's  fervants  have  alfo  a  peculiar  vanity  in 
“  exaggerating  th^  wealth  of  their  majlers,  and  thereby  often  put  them  to  an 
‘‘  extraordinary  expenc.e." 

'  While  things  remained  in  fufpenfe,  as  fo  the  Arab,  we  took  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  of  vifiting  our  feveral  friends  upon  the  iQand,  particularly  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bofman,  in  whofe  gardens  we  paffed  fome  hours  very  agreeably, 

,  .and  fmoked  the  Galloon  and  Kerim  Can*",  pipes  which  are  ufed  by  the  gentle¬ 
men  here,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Hooka  is  in  Bengal.  The  common 
people  on  Karec,  like  thofc  in  India,  fmoke  the  Hubble-Bubble,  which  is 
made  of  a  Cocoa-nut  Ihell,  and  a  Bamboo  joint.  In  all  thefe  pipes  the  fmoke 
pafles  through  water  before  it  enters  the  mouth,  and  is  thereby  very  cool. 
The  tobacco  of  Perfia  too  is  of  a  mild  kind,  which  being  conveyed  in  great 
quantities  to  India,  is  there  made  into  a  pafte  with  fugar,  fcented  ingre¬ 
dients,  and  rofe-water,  and  thus  fmoking  is  made  agreeable  to  perfons,  who 
otherwife  would  diflike  it.  The  Hooka  (the  form  of  which  is  not  inelegantly 
fliewn  in  the  annexed  plate)  is  conitrufted  upon  the  fame  principles  as  the 
Galloon,  Kerim-Can,  and  Hubble-Bubble.  It  is  indeed  of  a  different  fhape 
from  the  three  laft,  but  will  ferve  to  give  a  competent  idea  of  all  the  pipes 
that  are  ufed  throughout  Afta. 

In  the  evening  of  the  i6th,  Mr.  Doidge  learned  from  Enfign  Robingfon, 
that  the  Baron,  fince  the  exorbitant  demand  of  tht^Arab,  had  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  uneafy,  and  very  thoughtful  upon  our  account.  “  He  wifhed  (faid  the 
‘‘  enfign)  to  have  facilitated  your  journey ;  but  as  fo  much  time  has  already 
been  loft,  and  the  w'hole  fcheme  of  going  by  Crane  is  likely  to  prove 


•  So  called  from  a  Perjtan  general  of  that  name,  who  invented  it,  or  perhaps  from  the  word 
Kerim,  which  in  the  Perfaa  language  fignifies  a  horn  or  tube. 
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‘  abortive,  I  am  very  fiire  he  would  be  greatly  pleafed  if  you  fparecT  i;58. 
“  his  delicacy  fo  far  as  to  make  the  propofal  yourfelves  of  going  by  Tome 
“  other  route.”  Mr.  Rohingfon  ingenuoufly  added,  “  that  every  other  gen¬ 
tleman  upon  the  ifland  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  we  ought  to  go  by 
water  to  Bajfora^  and  he  had  reafon  to  think  the  Baron  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
cepted  out  of  this  number,  however  fcrupulous  he  might  be  of  delivering 
his  fentiments.”  He  defired  however  that  the  hints  which  he  had  given 
might  be  kept  a  fecret  from  the  Baron.  Immediately,  a  ihorc  confultation 
was  held  between  us  on  our  prefent  fituation  j  and  the  fame  evening,  with 
the  general  confent  of  the  whole  party,  I  opened  to  the  Barony  that  “  as 
fo  exorbitant  a  fum  had  been  demanded  by  the  Arab^  as  the  time  of  our  con¬ 
tinuance  at  Grane^  before  the  arrival  of  the  Caravan^  would  alfo  be  very 
uncertain,  as  well  as  difagreeable,  and  as  from  what  had  pafled,  it  was  very 
probable  we  might  ftill  be  fubjedted  to  farther  impofition ;  I  therefore 
fubmitted  to  him,  whether  he  did  not  think  our  failing  to  Bajfora^  the 
moft  eligible  route.”  The  Baron  feemed  greatly  pleafed  with  the  propofal, 
and  adopted  it  without  any  hefitation.  He  was  fo  obliging  as  ftill  to  infift 
on  our  acceptance  of  the  two  horfes,  he  had  intended  for  our  ufe,  and  pro- 
pofed  fending  them  with  our  baggage,  and  one  of  our  fervants,  in  a  ’Trankey 
to  BaJJhra  j  we  were  to  follow  in  one  of  his  armed  Gallivats.  This  night’s 
converfation  ended,  in  our  making  him  moft  hearty  acknowledgments  for 
the  whole  of  his  friendly  and  polite  behaviour  towards  us  ;  and  in  his 
giving  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  the  earneft  defire  he  had  of  confifibuting 
to  our  cafe  and  fatisfadtion. 

The  next  morning  a  boat  arrived  from  Baffora^  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 

Shaw,  addrefled  to  Mr.  Doidge  .*  the  following  is  an  extradl. - “  I  flattered 

myfelf  that  I  fhould  have  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  your  company,  for  a 
“  few  days  at  leaft  at  Bajfora^^  but  from  the  doubtful  manner  in  which  you 
wrote  laft,  I  know  not  whether  I  may  now  expedt  that  pleafure.  I  pre* 

‘‘  fume  your  intentions  may  be  to  proceed  over  the  Defert  by  the  way  of 
“  Grane ;  which  doubtlefs  will  be  more  expeditious,  though  in  my  humble 
opinion  not  fo  fecure,  as  by  the  way  of  Baghdad.  Befides,  a  Caravan  is 
“  to  fet  out  from  this  laft  place  in  thirty-five  or  forty  days,  diredlly  over  the 
‘‘  Defert  for  Aleppo.  It  is  certain  alfo,  that  the  Defert  is  not  fafe  at  prefent 
V  without  a  Caravan  or  fome  proper  efcort,  for  yefterday  I  had  advices  from 
“  Baghdad,  that  an  Englijh  gentleman,  one  Barton,  coming  poft  from  Aleppo 
“  to  this  place  with  a  few  camels,  was  plundered  fome  days  ago  by  the 
“  roving  Arabs,  who  have  of  late  in  particular,  greatly  infefted  the  Defert  \ 

“  and  you  muft  have  heard  at  Bombay,  that  one  Captain  Ivers,  going  hence 
“  to  Aleppo,  in  September  laft,  was  in  like  manner  plundered.” 

The  tenor  of  this  letter  confirmed  us  ftill  more  in  the  refolution  we 
had  taken  of  proceeding  by  the  way  of  Bajfora.  So  that  on  Wednefday  the 
iQth,  we  embarked  our  baggage^  and  the  two  horfes  the  had  given 

G  g  us,  . 
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1758.  US,  and  fent  with  them  in  the  Trankey^  Benjamin  Jenkins carried  am 
^  anlwer  from  his  mafter  to  Mr.  Shaw’s  letter,  ^ 

The  next  day  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  all  went  on  board  the 
Qallivat^  ct,mmanded  by  Mynheer  Binkey^  bound  to  Baffora.  We  were  ac¬ 
companied  down  to  the  water  fide  by  the  *  Baron  himfelf.  Mynheers  Bof- 
man^.  Rohingfon.,  Tillie^  and  Nichdiy  who  did  not  q‘uit  the  fhore,  till  our: 
veifel  was  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  ifland.  The^wind  was  nearly 
north-weft  when  we  firft  put  to  fea,  but  in  the  evening  it  came  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  and  carried  us  along  very  pleafantly  at  the  rate  of  about  five  or  fix- 
miles  an  hour  :  But  in  the  morning  of  the  21ft  it  began  to  blow  hard,, 
and  in  the  evening  tiie  gale  increafed  fo  much,  that  we  were  forced  out  of  a 
the  proper  channel  for  Bajfora  river.  This  obliged  us  to  come  to  an  anchor ; , 
we  dropt  two  from  the  bow,  yet  the  vefTel  drove*,  we  then  let  go  a  third, 
from  the  ftarboard  quarter,,  which  brought  her  up,,  and  we  rode  fafely  till  the 
next  morning,  when,  to  our. great  fatisfadion,  the  wind  abated,  the  GaUivat 
having  frequently  in  the  night  ftrnck  the  ground.  About  fix  we  weighed 
our 'anchors,  and  with  a  gale  ftill  from  thefouth,  ftood  into  the  mid-channel; 
of  the  river, ^ having  on  our  left,  the  ifland,  on  which  are  the  ruins  of  old: 
Baffora.  Thefe  ruins  extend  eight  or  ten  miles.  Amalmoft  innumerable 
quantity  of  black,  withered  flumps  of  date  trees,  ftill  remain,  and  reach 
for  fome  miles  to  the  fouthward  and  northward  of  the  ruined  city.  We 
pafted  .this  day  very  agreeably  ;.for  on  both  fides  of  the  river  quite  up  to 
Baffora.,  are  date  and  apricot  trees,  regularly  planted,  and  the  foil  yields 
one  continued  verdure,  a  fight  as  uncommon  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as  . 
it  is  beautiful.  From -the  fhrouds  of  our  little  veffel  however,  at  a  few 
miles  diftaoce  beyond  this  delightful  fcene,  we  could  plainly  difcover  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  what.w.e  were,  to  expedt  in  our  journey,  over  the  dreary  Deferh 
of  Arabia. 

In  our  paffage  up  the  river,  we  fav/>feveral  people  croffing  it  in  bafket- 
boats  ;  others  on  large  bladders  or  fkins  filled  with  air.  The  bafket-boats- 
are  of  a  circular  form,  generally  from  eight  to  fixteen  feet  in  diameter! 
Their  depth  is  about  three  feet,. the  bottoms  flat,  which,  as  well  as  their 
outfides,  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  pitch..  They  are  very  convenient,  will 
carr)^  a  great  number  of  paflengers,  and  are,  as  eafily  pufhed  through  the 
mud  when  there  is  no  depth  of  wcater,  as  over.it  when  there  is.  The- 

*  Baron  Kniphau/en,  fince  our  leaving  Kfirec,  has  quitted  the  Dutch  fervice,  and  I  am  told 
that  the  Sheick  of  Butidarick  is  again  in  poireffion  of  the  ifland.  Our„fettIement  at  Gombroon 
*A'as  taken  from  us  by  the  French  in  the  year  1759,  and  our  affairs  have  not  been  profperous 
fince  that  event,  if  at  all  reinflated  in  that  part  of  the  world.  Is  not  then  the  ifle  of  Karec, 
as  well  upon  the  account  of  it’s  fituation  for  trade,  as  for  it’s  pearl-fifhery,  an  objefl  worthy 
of  our  Baft  India  company’s  confideration,?  It  is  about  five  miles  in  length,  and  two  in 
breadth,  lies  nearly  in  mid-channel  between  the  Perjian  and  Arabian  fliores,  about  feven 
leagues  from  each,  and  about  30  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  Bajfora  river,  where  all  Ihips  bpun4 
to  that  place  niufl  call  for  pilots.. 


largeft 


[  227  ] 


^  r 


largeft  require  only  two  men  to  manage  them;  the  other  fort  but  one.  "175S. 
The  river  in  fome  places  is  a  mile  over;  in  others  much  lefs.  From  it*s  “ — 
mouth  quite  up  to  Bajfora^  is  about  a  hundred  EngliJJj  miles. 


A  little  before  we  reached  the  city,  we  pafled  on  our  left,  the  French 
merchant  Ihip,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Shawls  firft  letter ;  and  abreaft  of  the 
town,  lay  the  Brijlol  Frigate^  with  her  jack,  enfign,  and  pendant.  At  a 
little  diftance  from  her,  we  had  the  pleafure  to  difcover  our  Trankey^ 
in  which  were  the  horfes  and  baggage,  flie  had  gotten  up  about  an  hour 
before  us ;  and  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  happily  came  to  an 
anchor  off  the  city  of  Bajfora^  and  faluted  the  Captain  Pajha  with  .eleven 
guns. 
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JOURNEY 

FROM 

PERSIA  TO  ENGLAND, 

In  1758  and  1759, 

By  the  way  cFBassora,  Baghdad,  Mosul,  Diar- 
'bekir,  Bir,  Aleppo,  Latichea,  Leghorn^ 
Florence,  Venice,  Inspruck,  Cologne,  Ni- 
meguen,  &c. 

CONTAINING 

All  Account  of  thofe  Cities,  and  of  the  Manners,  Cufloms, 
Religion,  Polity,  &c.  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Asiatic  Turky, 
and  of  the  other  Countries  through  which  the  Author  palTed, 


Vadimus  in  campos  fteriles,  exufiaque  mmdi,. 

nimius  Titan,  ^  rara  in  fontibus  unda, 

Siccaque  letiferis  fquaknt  ferpentibus  arva. 

Durum  iter! -  Lucan,  Lib.  ix. 
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Defcription  ^/Baffora  and  the  country  adjacent. — Account  of  Mr.  Barton’s  heing-' 

Jirft  plundered.,  and  afterwards  humanely  treated  by  /I'f- Arabs. — Monjieur 
Perdria,  the  French,  reftdent,  and  the  officers  of  the  Briftol  Frigate,  the- 
‘  author  and  his  companions  a  vijit. — More  occurrences  at  Baflbra. — IVe  em¬ 
bark  on  hoard  a  yacht  lent  us  by  Mr.  Shaw. — Paffiage  up  the  Euphrates  to 
Coma,  Cota,  Semava. — Infolent  behaviour' of  the cQho(:2iVd?i. 

'  S  H  E  city  of  Baffioray  wherc'we  arrived  on  the  22d  of  April.,  lies  in  the  j  ^  rg 
latitude  of  30“  3'  north,  and  is  fituated  three  miles  on  the  weft  fide  of  t 
JL  Euphrates.,  m  Aftatic  Turky :  it  is  large,  and  populous,  about  Bassora. 

12  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  between  fixty  and  fevency  thoufand  Saturday,, 
inhabitants.  The  houfesare  all  built  of  mud,  and  bricks  dried  in  the  fun, 
as  is  the  wall  of  the  city,  which  is  defended  by  turrets  at  proper  diftances 
from  each  othen  It  was  befieged  by  Thamas  Kuli  Khan.,  but  without  fuc- 
cefs.  The  ftreets  in  general  are  very  narrow,  and  ftink  abominably,  owing 
to  their  taking  no  care  to  carry  off  the  dirt  and^filth,  tho’  a  creek  very  con¬ 
venient  for  that  purpofe  runs  by.  the.  fide  of  the  city.  Much  trade  is  carried: 
on  here,  through  a  navigable  canal  which  is  cut  into  the  river ;  there  is  a 
daily  intercourfe  with  Baghdad  by  water,  .on  the  two  great  rivers,  Euphrates 
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1 75^ .  and  Tygris.  The  mod  fightly  edifice  here,  is  the  Caravanferah  \  which  is  large, 

' — V — '  covered  in  at  the  top,  full  of  (fiops  with  different  kinds  of  merchandife,  and 
at  one  of  the  ends  is  a  good  market,  well  furnifhed  with  all  forts  of  meat, 
except  pork  *,  the  mutton  you  buy  here  is  excellent.  Nothing  can  be  ima¬ 
gined  pleafanter  than  the  face  of  the  country  juft  round  the  city:  large 
vineyards  interfperfed  with  rofe-trees,  fields  of  corn  fcattered  up  and  down, 
and  a  view  of  the  river  at  the  lame  time,  form  a  pidurefque  and  delightful 
landfcape. 

In  about  two  hours  after  our  arrival,  we  waited  upon  Mr.  Shaiv^  the  Eafi 
India  company’s  refidcnt,  who  received  us  with  the  greateft  politenefs  and 
hofpitality,  and  provided  lodgings  for  us  under  his  own  roof.  We  pafied 
the  evening  in  company  with  Mr.  Purnel,  and  three  or  four  Italian  mer¬ 
chants.  The  belt  method  of  travelling  to  Aleppo^  was  the  principal  fubjetft 
of  our  Gonverfation ;  they  were  unanimous  in  advifing  us  to  continue 
our  journey  by  water  to  Baghdad^  and  then  join  the  Caravan,  which  was  to 
fet  off  from  that  place.  We  accordingly  adopted  this  fcheme,  as  being  lefs 
hazardous  and  fatiguing  than  the  route  we  had  before  propofed.  Mr.  Bar- 
ton  allb  (the  Englijh  gentleman  mentioned  in  Mr.  Sbavis  letter  to  have  been 
plundered  by  the  Arabs)  joined  the  company,  and  gave  us  a  very  full  and 
pleafing  .account  of  public  affairs  in  Europe. 

This  gentleman  (Mr.  Barton)  had  it  feems  a  few  years  before,  acquired 
a  handfome  fortune  in  the  Eajl  Indies,  with  which  he  returned  to  England, 
fettled  at  fome  diftance  from  London  in  the  charafter  of  a  country  gentle¬ 
man,  and  ferved  the  office  of  high-lheriff  for  the  county  in  which  he  lived. 
Being  neceffitated  however  to  return  to  India  to  fettle  Ibme  affairs,  he  had 
the  courage  to  fit  out  a  fmall  Folkjione  cutter,  in  which  he  actually  fet  fail 
from  England  for  the  EaJl  Indies  \  but  before  he  had  been  many  days  at  fea,  Ihe 
was  (luckily  perhaps  for  himfelf  and  his  little  crew)  taken  by  a  Fremb  priva¬ 
teer,  and  carried  into  Vigo.  From  hence  he  got  a  paffage  to  Leghorn,  taking  his 
fon  with  him,  who  had  alfo  embarked  in  the  fame  dangerous  enterprize  for 
the  Eajl  Indies.  At  Leghorn  they  took  lliip  again,  and  got  fafe  to  Scan- 
deroon.  Here,  he  was  fo  impatient  to  get  forward  on  his  journey,  that  he 
would  not  wait  for  the  Caravan,  but  fet  out  for  Aleppo,  attended  only  by 
his  fon,  a  country-fervant,  and  a  few  camels.  His  fpirit  was  too  adlive 
to  endure  the  (low  march  of  thefe  animals  •,  he  therefore  frequently  made 
excurfions  on  the  road  before  them,  but  one  day  while  walking  on  foot 
and  alone,  he  was  attacked  by  a  few  Arabs,  who  robbed  him  of  every  thing 
he  had  about  him.  This  obliged  him  to  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  his 
little  company,  and  with  them  he  travelled  on  without  any  other  accident 
to  Aleppo.  Here,  he  was  in  the  fame  hurry  for  proceeding  on  his  journey, 
nor  could  the  whole  faflory  prevail  upon  him  to  wait  only  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  for  the  fetting  out  of  a  large  Caravan  for  Baghdad  and 
Bajfora. 
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He  accordingly  began  this  fecond  hazardous  expedition  with  only  two  or 
three  camels,  and  the  fame  country-fervant,  leaving  his  Ton  behind  at  Aleppo^ 
with  orders  to  follow  him,  by  the  6rft  convenient  opportunity.  For  a  few 
days,  he  and  Ins  man  went  on  uninterrupted  over  the  Defert.  At  length  five 
or  fix  hundred  Arabs  difeovered  them  ;  but  upon  their  coming  nigh,  Mr. 
Barton  drew  out  a  brace  of  piftols  which  he  carried  in  his  belt,  and  prefented 
them  at  the  Arabs :  aftonifhed  at  his  rafbnefs,  they  made  a  Hand,  but  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  him  to  throw  down  his  arms.  His  fervant  alfo  per- 
‘  fuaded  him  to  comply,  but  all  in  vain  ;  he  ftill  held  his  cocked  piftols  to¬ 
wards  the  Arabs^  and  with  a  determined  look,  and  high-toned  voice,  de¬ 
clared  he  would  kill  Ibme  of  them,  if  they  dared  to  approach  any  nearer. 
By  degrees  they  furrounded  him,  and  with  a  blow  on  the  head  he  was  brought 
to  the  ground,  and  his  piftols  taken  from  him :  the  Arabs  now  in  their 
turn  prefented  thefe  weapons  to  his  breaft,  and  told  him  that  he  deferved  to 
be  put  to  death  ;  but  they  fatisfied  themfelves  with  ftripping  him  quite 
naked,  and  leaving  the  fervant  a  jacket  and  breeches,  but  not  a  drop  of 
water,  or  morfel  of  provifion  for  either. 

Mr.  Barton^  after  the  enemy  rode  off,  accepted  the  breeches  which  his 
fervant  offered  to  him,  and  they  both  fet  out  bare-footed  (their  camels  alfb 
having  been  taken  from  them)  in  the  track  for  Baghdad.  After  having 
paffed  two  days  and  nights  without  meeting  with  any  other  fupport  than  the 
T ruffles  of  the  Defeat,  that  happened  then  to  be  fin  feafon,  and  which  they 
found  in  great  plenty,  they  fortunately  fell  in  with  another  tribe  of  Arabs, 
to  whole  Sheick  they  told  their  melancholy  tale,  and  implored  his  alTiftance, 
The  Sheick  was  touched  with  the  relation  of  their  diftrefs,  and  afforded  them 
every  help  in  his  power*,  his  own  wives  miniftred  unto  them,  anointed 
their  feet,  brought  them  milk,  and  every  other  neceffary.  As  foon  as 
they  were  fufficiently  recovered  to  fet  forward,  the  fon  of  the  Sheick  efcorted 
them  fo  far,  as  to  put  them  under  the  protedion  of  another  Sheick,  by 
whom  they  were  entertained  in  the  like  hofpitable  manner,  and  difmiffed 
with  other  guards  and  paffports  *,  nor  did  they  want  friends  as  long  as  their 
journey  lafted,  each  tribe  feeing  them  fafely  lodged  with  it’s  next  neigh¬ 
bour,  until  they  had  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  our  countrymen  at 
Baghdad. 

From  that  city,  Mr.  Barton  was  carried  in  the  Pajhd's  galley  down  the 
'Tygris  to  Coma,  and  from  thence  to  Bajfora,  where  we  met  with  him.  He 
was  at  that  time  clothed  like  a  poor  Turk,  without  fhirt  or  ftockings  ; 
his  beard  was  grown  to  an  uncommon  length  ;  and  he  declared  that  he 
would  indulge  himfelf  in  few  of  the  comforts,  much  lefs  in  the  elegancies 
of  life,  till  he  arrived  fafely  at  Calcutta,  the  place  of  his  deftination. 

This  morning  we  were  complimented  with  a  vifit  from  Monfieur  Perdria 
the  French  refident,  Monfieur  Rivage  the  captain  of  the  Brijiol  Frigate,  and 
two  of  his  officers.  Mr.  Shaw  invited  them  to  dine  with  us,  and  in  the 
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evening  we  returned  the  compliment,  and  flipped  with  them  at  the  conntry- 
houfe  of  Monf  Perdrluy  where  we  were  politely  and  elegantly  entertained. 
Monf.  Rivage  and  his  officers  were  prefent,  fo  that  we  made  up  26  in  all, 
the  greateft;  number  of  European  gentlemen  that  were  known  to  have  been, 
in  Bajfora  at  one  time. 

Monday,  This  was  Mr.  Shawls  levee  day  *,  his  room  was  full  of  "Turkijhy  Arahiany, 
April  24,  2iX\di  Armenian  merchants.  Moft  of  them  were  large-fized  men,  fine  eyed, 
well  proportioned,  and  of  good  complexions.  Their  principal  defign  in 
coming  at  this  time,  was  to  pay  their  compliments  to  us.  Here  alfo  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  feveral  Padrees  or  miffionaries,  who  are 
I  fettled  in  a  convent  at  BaJJoray  with  a  view  to  propagate  the  Chrifiian  faith. 

A  very  odd  fcheme !  fince  they  dare  not  attempt  the  converfion  even 
of  a  fingle  Mujfulman.  Thefe  good  men  paid  us  feveral  vifits  afterwards,, 
gave  us  many  benedidions,  and  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Roman: 
nominal  Bijhop  of  Babylon, 

After  dinner  Mr.  Shaw  carried  us  to  fee  a  long-boat  of  his,  which  he 
had  fitted  up  as  a  little  yacht,  and  was  fo  obliging  as  to  offer  us  the  ufe 
of  it  to  carry  us  as  far  as  Hillay  in  our  way  to  Baghdad.  We  gladly  accepted 
it,  as  being  much  more  commodious  than  any  of  the  country  boats  *,  and 
Mr.  Alms  undertook  to  fit  her  for  the  voyage.  We  likewife  hired  z,. Sandal 
or  boat  for  carrying  our  baggage  and  the  two  horfes  we  brought  with- 
us  from  KareCy  to  which  Mr.  Shaw  now  added  a  third,  as  a  prefent  to- 
Mr.  Doidge.  Mr.  Shaw  alfo  laid  in  a  very  large  ftock  of  frefh  provifions 
for  our  pafiage  up  the  river,  and  was  fo  generous  as  to  infift,  it  fhould  not. 
be  carried  to  account. 

To  the  fame  gentleman  we  were  alfo  obliged  for  the  following  direcStions, 
which  we  thought  proper  to  make  minutes  of,  as  neceflary  for  our  future 
conduct.— —— 1  ft.  If,  when  we  arrive  zi  Aleppo y  we  (hall  want  more  money 
than  we  have  credit  for  from  Indiay  Mr.  Shaw  gives  us  a  letter  of  credit 
on  his  correfpondent  at  that  place :  If  we  fhall  have  occafion  for  lefs  than 
two  hundred  pounds,  then  our  bills  are  to  be  drawn  in  favour  of  Laurence 
Sullivan  Efq;  in  England:,  but- if  more  than  that  fum,  then  on  Samuel  Houghs 

Efq-,  at  Bombay y  in  favour  of  Mr.  Shaw  or  order. - 2d.  To  take  with  us  an  • 

inferior  LurkiJIo  officer,  called  a  Chocarda,  who  is  to  prote6l  us  from  all . 
infult,  and  to  carry  with  him  orders  to  the  feveral  governors  of  thofe  places  > 
we  touch  at,  to  fupply  us  with  a  fufficient  number  of  men  to  track,  or  draw 
up  our  veftels  againft  the  ftream,  when  the  wind  and  current  (hall  be  un¬ 
favourable  for  failing.  We  are  only  to  hire  fix  men  at  Bajj'ora  to  track 
us  up  as  far  as  Coma  ;  there  we  are  to  engage  twelve,  and  fo  on,  till  we 
arrive  at  Hilla.  Every  time  we  change  our  men,  we  are  to  give  them  from 
fix  to  eight  AhaJfeeSy  according  to  their  behaviour. .  To  the  Chocarda,  at  the 
end  of  our  paffage,  and  journey,  we  are  to  give  feventy  Crttfe  zniS.  a  coat. 

- - 3d.  To  carry  with  us  two  Utters  j  one  addrefied  loAly  Aga,  governor  of 
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Hafca,  whom  we  are  to  falute  with  an  even  number  of  guns,  the  more  the 
better,  and  then  fend  the  Chocarda,  with  our  linguift  and  one  of  our  own 
fervants  to  him,  with  our  compliments  and  the  letter,  defiring  to  be  honoured 
with  his  comands  for  Baghdad.  This  will  probably  induce  him  to  fend  us 
an  invitation  to  come  alhore,  which  we  are  by  no  means  to  refufe,  but  to 
wait  upon  him  either  at  dinner  or  fupper,  as  he  fhall  appoint.  We  mull: 
particularly  remember  to  go  in  flippers,  and  be  very  careful  not  to  thrufl: 
our  legs  and  feet  out,  but  contrive  (after  the  ‘Turkijh  manner)  to  fit  with 
them  acrofs.  Should  he  prefent  any  one  of  us  with  a  veil,  we  are  then  to 
give  the  fervant  who  fliall  put  it  op,  fixty  Crufe,  making  at  the  fame 
time  a  proper  apology  for  his  trouble,  but  to  take  care  not  to  give 
the  money  till  the  moment  of  our  departure.  If  no  veft  be  prefented, 
then  we  are  to  diftribute  ten  or  twelve  Crufe  among  the  governor’s 
fervants.  The  other  letter  mull  be  addreflfed  to  Choudar  Aga^  governor  of 
Hilla.,  whom  we  are  to  falute  with  three  guns,  and  then  fend  the  letter  by 
our  Chocarda  and  linguift  with  our  compliments,  as  before  to  Aly  Aga.  Here 
we  are  to  be  furnifhed  with  horfes,  camels,  mules,  and  alTes  to  carry  us  and 
our  baggage  to  Baghdad,  paying  for  each  horfe  ten  Crufe,  for  each  camel  five^ 
and  for  each  mule  or  afs  two  and  an  half.  Should  the  governor  make  us  a 
compliment  of  paying  for  thefe  animals  himfelf,  we  are  then  to  make  a 
prefent  of  half,  or  fomething  more  than  half  of  their  value,  to  his  fervant,. 

- 4th.  We  are  alfo  to  carry  a  letter  addrelTed  to  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad, 

which  we  are  to  difpatch  to  that  gentleman  from  Hilla ;  taking  care  that  our 
ftay  at  this  laft  place  be  as  fliort  as  poflible,  left  the  fhew  of  our  baggage 
might  tempt  the  Arabs  to  endeavour  to  intercept  us. — ^ — 5th.  Should  we  be  fo 
unfortunate  as  not  to  meet  with  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  we  are  then  to 
apply  to  Cojee  Raphael,  an  Armenian,  who  does  Mr.  Shaw's  bufinefs  there, 
and  he  will  take  care  to  provide  us  with  camels,  (Ac.  and  will  bargain  for 
their  hire  to  Aleppo  •,  which  ufually  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty  Piajires  Rume 
of  eight,  five  Marmoodas  Baghdad^  currency ;  or  -g-  of  a  loaded  camel.  The 
hire  of  a  camel  to  ride  on,  is  little  more  than  half  the  price  of  a  loaded  one. 
our  fervants  have  a  cuftomary  right  to  mount  the  camels  which  carry  pro- 

vifions,  without  our  paying  any  thing  extra  upon  that  account. - 6th.  If 

we  meet  with  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  he  is  beft  able  to  inform  us  of  the  price 

of  a  hired  horfe  to  ride  on  to  Aleppo. - 7th.  To  remember  to  purchafe  at 

Baghdad,  two  Cradles  *  for  a  camel,  which  will  be  very  ufeful,  fhould  any 

of  us  be  fick. - 8th.  Mr.  Shaw  will  give  us  a  letter  of  credit  on  Mr. 

Garden  or  Cojee  Raphael  (as  Mr.  Hough  of  Bombay  did  before  on  Mr.  Shaw) 
for  what  monies  we  lhall  want.  If  we  Ihould  not  have  occafion  for  the 
whole  of  what  we  leave  with  Mr.  Shaw,  or  rather,  for  what  we  have  given 
our  draughts  on  Mr.  Hough ;  in  that  cafe,  he  provides  us  with  credit  upon 

Miner-Rigo,  by  means  of  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo. - 9th.  We  are  now  and 

then  to  entertain  with  coffee  the  man  who  provides  us  with  camels,  and  the 


*  Thefe  are  not  much  unlike  our  common  cradles  for  children ;  a  pair  of  them  are  hung  on 
a  camel’s  back  in  the  fame  manner  as  panniers  on  horfes  in  England. 

H  h  2  principal 


1758- 

»  — 


[  236  ] 

,175^*  principal  conduiflor  of  the  Caravan. - -lOth.  The  moft  likely  places  for 

-  ■  *  our  baggage  to  be  examined  by.  the  officers  of  the  ^urkijh  cuttoms,  are 

Hilla  and  Baghdad.— — -i  ith.  In  cafe  the  Caravan  fhould  unluckily,  be  fet  out 
before  we  arrive  at  Baghdad.,  Mr.  Shaw  furnilfies  us  with  a  letter  to  Cojee 
Raphael  to  defire  him  to  apply  to  the  Pajha  for  an  efcort ;  and  left  that  • 
ftiould  fail,  we  are  alfo  promifed  a  letter,  from  the  governor  of  Baffora 

to  the  Pajha  on  the  fame  fubjeeft. - 12th.  When  we  fhall  arrive  within  two 

days  journey  of  Aleppo^  we  are  to  fend  a  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond  the  Britijh 
conful  there,  and  acquaint  him  with  the  number  of  our  party.  This  is 
cuftomary,  as  he  generally  makes  a  point  to  meet  his  countrymen  at  fome 

little  diftance  from  the  city.^ - 13th.  Frandfeo.,  a  fervant  hired  at  Bajfora, 

and  who  fpeaks  French.,  is  to  have  fifty  Piajires  at  Aleppo,  and  a  fuit  of 

clothes,  if  he  behaves  well. - 14th,  Vertan,  our  fecond  fervant,  is  to  have 

fifty  Piajires  at  Baghdad,  and  a  fuit  of  clothes  at  Aleppo,  provided,  he  fhall 
have  deferved  it :  he  is  to  have  a  camel’s  hire  for  his  expences  in  returning 
to  Bajfora,  but  if  Mr.  Barton"^  fon  fhall  engage  him,  then  the  camel  hire  is. 
not  to  be  paid. 

ACCOUNT  of  COINS. 


Marmoodas. 

Fluce. 

One  Toman  is  —  —  — 

— 

lOO 

— 

0 

A  Perfian  Rupee  is  — -  — 

— 

5 

— 

50 

A  Venetian  Sequin  is  —  — 

— 

28 

— 

0 

A  Bombay  Rupee  is  —  — 

— 

5 

— 

6q 

One  Marmooda  is  —  — 

— 

0 

— 

100 

One  Denim  is  —  —  — 

— 

0 

— 

10 

One  Crufe  Bajfora  is  — 

— 

4 

— 

5Q: 

One  Crufe  Rume  is,  of  BaJJora  currency. 

— 

7 

— 

lO 

One  Piall-rp  5  Baghdad  ditto, 

Une  Pialtre  IS,  —  Aleppo  &m. 

- 

8 

6 

' 

50 

0 

One  AbaflTee  is  — 

— 

2 

— 

20 

One  Nadercee  is  —  —  — 

— 

3 

— 

30 

One  Fenduke  is,  of  Bajfora  currency,  — 

— 

27 

— 

0 
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April  25.  To-day  we  were  chiefly  emploved  in  fending  our  baggage  on  board,. 

and  in  taking  leave  of  the  reverend  miffionaries,  and  feverai  European  mer-- 
'  chants. 

April  26.  This  afternoon,  the  French  refident  yionC  Perdria,  accompanied  with 
the  officers  of  the  Frigate,  came  to  take  their  leave  of  us,  which  obliged  us  to 
make  them  another  vifit,  and  with  much  difficulty  we  got  ourfelves  excufed, 
from  flipping  with  them.. 


j 


After. 
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4 

After  breakfafting  with  tht  French  refident  at  his  country  houfe,  and  tak¬ 
ing  leave  of  xhc  French  gentlemen,  who  were  fo  complaifant  as  to  attend  us 
down  to  the  water’s  edge,  we  went  on  board  the  yacht.  About  8  o’clock, 
we  began  to  track  up  the  Euphrates^  accompanied  by  MefTrs.  Shaiv  and  Furnel^ 
who  were  fo  polite  as  to  infift  on  going  a  few  miles  with  us.  They  left  us 
about  noon,  after  our  ‘exchanging  mutual  good  wdfhes  and  compliments. 
Monf.  Hemet  of  French  extraction,  but  for  many  years  employed  as  inter¬ 
preter  to  the  Englijh  factory  at  I/pahan^  and  now  ruined  in  his  circumftances 
by  the  civil  wars  carried  on  in  Perjia^  joined  us  af  Ba£'ora^  on  his  way  to 
Baghdad^  where  his  family  refided ;  and  he  propofed  carrying  them  from 
thence  to  Venice^  his  wife’s  native  place.- 

We  found  it  extremely  pleafant  on  the  river,  and  were  fo  lucky  as  to 
have  a  brifk  foutherly  wind.  At  fix  in  the  morning,  we  pafiTed  by  the 
ruins  of  an  old  village;  and  a  little  afterwards  faw  a  tomb  on  the  Arabian 
fhore.  At  feven,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  coming 
up  of  our  luggage-boat.  At  half  paft  feven  weighed  again,  and  difcovered 
a  fmall  camp,  in' which  were  many  fheep.  The  defert  came  up  clofe 

to  the  river  on  the  left-hand  fide.  About  ten,  we  pafied  by  the  tomb 

of  Meti  Sahab  Zemaun^  who  we  were  told  v/.as  the  fon  of  Mahomet',  He 
had  been  dead  1170  years,  and  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  country, 
was  to  appear  again  in  a  very  fhort  time,  when  he  would  mount  on  the 
back  of  an  untamed  mule  in  the  foreft,  ride  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
earth,  and  be  its  fovereign  :  the  tomb  fiands  on  the  A.rabian  fiiore. 

At  twelve,  we  pafied  by,  another  tomb  on  the  fame  fide,  raifed  to  the 

memory  of  Aly  Eben  Hajjein^  a  nephew  of  Aly  the  renowned.  , 

Between  five  and  fix  in  the  afternoon,  we  reached  the  village  of  Coma 
or  ^icrne ;  near  which  place  refides  the  chief  of  the  'Janizaries  of  this 
province.  Coma  lies  betwixt,  the  two  rivers  Fygris  and  Euphrates.  By 
the  defire  of  our  Chocarda,,  we  faluted  the  $hekk  of  the  place;  three 
guns  only  were  intended,  but  our  Lafcar  gunner,  willing  to  give  more-, 
primed  the  fourth,  and  fired  it.  At  eight  in  the  evening  we  left  Coma. 
Had  cloudy  weather  with  lightning  to  the  fouthv^ard.  At  half  paft  twelve 
at  night,  we  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor :  the  weather  fqually,  the 
wind  S.  S.  W.  and  a  Itrong  tide  fetting  to  the  N.  E.  We  failed  thefe  laft 
^4  hours,  about  75  miles. 

At  two  o’cloc.k  in  the  morning  we  made  fail  again,  the  w'eather  becoming 
fair:  at  five  handed  the  fails,  and  fent  the  Frackers  on  fhore.  The  river  is 
here  about  five  hundred  yards  broad.  Both  fhores  are  very  pleafant,  particu¬ 
larly  that  on  our  left,  where  is  a  great  deal  of  ripe  corn,  which  the  people  are 
now  gathering  in  :  on  the  other  fide  large  numbers  of  cattle  are  grazing.  Geo¬ 
graphers  conjecture  the  country  around  here  to  have  been  the  feat  of  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Eden\  for  no  other  reafon  probably  but  becaufe  it  is  pleafant,  and 
lies  between  the  Fygris  and  Euphrates.  We  obferved  a  company  of  above  60 

Pelicans, 


1758. 

!...  i.-v  **'"'■ 

April  27. 


April  28, 


Cor  n  a. 


April  29- 
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1758.  Pelicans,  fwimming  majefUcally  along  the  river;  Mr.  Alms  fired  a  ball 
^  among  them,  of  which  they  took  but  little  notice :  we  were  then  going 

to  difcharge  one  of  the  fmall  cannon  loaded  with  (lugs,  but  our  Chocarda 
telling  us  it  would  be  a  fin,  we  defifted.  At  eight  o’clock  we  paffed 
by  two  Arab  villages,  and  foon  afterwards  a  large  camp  of  Arabs.  At  twelve 
at  noon,  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  31'’  00'  north.  At  three  we  came 
Monsuret.  to  an  anchor  abreaft  of  Monfuret^  an  Arab  village,  in  order  to  change  our 
trackers. 


Our  Chocarda  and  we  have  not  well  agreed  to  day.  We  fufpedl  that  he 
intends  to  impofe  on  us,  darting  difficulties  only  to  make  a  merit  of  getting 
us  out  of  them  again.  He  wanted  us  to  falute  the  Sheick  of  this  village, 
which  we  would  not  comply  with  ;  this  offended  him,  and  he  talks  of 
taking  himfelf  on  board  the  luggage-boat.  We  appear  indifferent  about  it, 
as  we  know  he  will  never  leave  the  good  wines  and  other  liquors  which  he 
finds  with  us,  and  which  he  feems  fo  much  to  like,  merely  for  indulging  a 
petulant  humour.  At  fix  o’clock,  finding  our  Chocarda  had  not  fucceeded 
in  getting  a  new  fet  of  trackers,  we  weighed  and  flood  over  to  the  village, 
where  we  found  him  in  high  difpute.  The,  chief  of  the  hamlet  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  abfent,  an  old  man  who  called  himfelf  Sheick  for  the  time 
prefent,  offered  to  fupply  our  officer  with  men,  but  infilled  on  being 
paid  for  them  before-hand;  on  this  head,  the  difpute  arofe.  We 
thought  it  befl  to  accommodate  matters,  by  ordering  the  payment  of  the 
money,  and  eight  Marmoodas  wepe  accordingly  depofited  :  no  fooner  how¬ 
ever  was  the  money  paid,  than  new  difficulties  arofe  from  another,  a  younger 
perfon,  who  infilled  that  he  was  the  chief,  and  not  the  man  who  had 
received  the  Marmoodas  \  and  while  ouc  Chocarda  was  contefling  it  with  this 
new  pretender,  the  firfl  endeavoured  to  make  his  efcape.  Our  officer  twice 
took  hold  of  him,  and  at  length,  by  violence  forced  him  on  board  the 
yacht :  on  this,  the  young  fellows  of  the  village  fcreamed  out  Allah.,  and 
multitudes  ran  towards  the  veffel,  demanding  the  prifoner,  who  after  fome 
altercation  was  delivered  up  to  them.  In  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
after  his  enlargement,  they  brought  down  twelve  Trackers,  who  feemed  to 
come  on  board  with  great  reludlance.  Their  chief,  upon  delivering  them, 
had  a  bottle  of  fpirits  and  one  Piajlre  given  him  as  a  prefent,  and  he  was  to 
recover  the  Marmoodas  from  the  other  perfon  in  the  befl  manner  he  could. 

From  this  inflance  it  plainly  appears,  what  little  regard  is  paid  to  the 
Turks,  by  thefe  wild,  unruly  Arabs ;  for  notwithflanding  we  had  obtained 
an  order  from  the  governor  of  Bajjora  to  the  chiefs  of  the  villages  to  fupply 
us  with  twelve  men  from  flage  to  flage,  they  trifled  with  us  here  for  above 
two  hours,  and  it  was  by  mere  dint  of  bribing  that  a  frefh  fet  of  men  could 
be  had.  I  cannot  but  obferve  too  upon  this  occafion,  that  no  kind  of  pay¬ 
ment  ought  to  have  been  demanded  from  us ;  for  as  thefe  Trackers  have  a 
certain  fum  allowed  them  from  the  Turkijlo  government,  whatever  we  paid 
them  befides,  was  a  mere  impoficion. 

I 


r 


At 
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At  eight  in  the  evening  we  crofled  the  river  with  our  new  ^rackers^  hav- 
ing  firfl  filled  their  bellies  with  mutton  and  rice,  in  hopes  of  getting  them 
into  good  humour.  We  fent  fix  afiiore  firfl,  agreeable  to  cuftom  ;  they 
tracked  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  when  our  luggage  boat  coming 
near  with- the  Chocarda,  the  others  that  remained  on  board  told  us,  that  fix 
would  not  be  fufficient  to  draw  the  vefiel  at  night,  as  the  wind  then  blew 
frefh,  and  offered  to  go  afhore  and  affifl  their  companions.  When  they 
found  that  we  would  not  confent  to  this  propofal,  they  took  an  opportunity 
of  jumping  into  the  Sandal,  and  from  her  to  the  fhore,  and  there  joined 
their  comrades they  all  direflly  ran  off,  leaving  us  to  take  care  of  our- 
felves.  On  this  we  hauled  into  the  middle  of  the  flream,  and  anchored, 
got  our  guns  loaded  with  grape- fhot,  and  our  fmall  arms  ready,  to  prevent 
being  furprized  by  the  Arabs,  for  from  their  late  extraordinary  behaviour  we 
knew  not  what  to  think.  At  ten  we  called  to  Mr.  Hemet,  who  with 
the  Chocarda,  flept  in  the  luggage-boat ;  we  propofed  to  him,  as  the  wind 
was  foul,  to  bear  back  again  for  Coma,  and  there  take  in  men  for  the  next 
ftage.  He  feemed  to  think  that  it  would  be  lofing  both  time  and  way,  and 
gave  as  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  more  eligible  to  continue  where  we  were, 
be  upon  our  guard,  and  wait  for  a  fair  wind  to  carry  us  to  the  next  town; 
adding,  that  the  Chocarda  was  of  opinion  the  men  would  return  again  in  the 
morning.  We  aflced  whether  he  approved  of  our  firing  a  mufket  over  any. 
boat  that  might  approach  us  in  the  night  ?  The  Chocarda  anfwered,  “  Tes, 
if  you  fire  into  the  boat  and  kill  any  of  them,  I  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  con^ 
fequencesA  We  refolved  however  not  to  proceed  to  fuch  extremities,  unlefs 
we  apprehended  our  lives  to  be  in  dang^.  No  difturbance  whatever  hap¬ 
pened  during  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Sailed  this  day  34  miles. 

About  five  this  morning,  owx 'Trackers  returned  to  us.  They  affured  us,  and  April  30. 
we  had  reafon  to  believe  them,  that  they  ran  away  by  the  foie  dire(5lion  of  our 
Chocarda,  but  cannot  get  at  the  whole  truth  of  the  affair..  We  got  under 
way  immediately,  as  did  our  luggage-boat :  we  flill  fee  great  numbers  of’ 
cattle  grazing  on  each  fide  of  the  river,  and  alfo  obferved  a  boy  croffing  it 
on  the  backs  of  Buffaloes.  He  fhifted  himfelf  from  the  back  of  one  of  thefe 
beafts,  to  another,  with  great  dexterity,  as  often  as  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  for  the  order  and  better  conducing  of  his  herd.  This  extraordi¬ 
nary  feat  of  hftivity,  put  me  in  mind  of  that  paffage  in  the  fifteenth  book 
of  Homer‘%  Iliad,,  where  a  man  is  reprefented  as  managing  four  horfes  at 
once,  and  leaping  from  the  back  of  one  to  another  at  full  fpeed  *. 

*  So'when  a  horfeman  from  the  watry  mead 
(Skill’d  in  the  manage  of  the  bounding  deed)  > 

Drives  four  fair  courfers,  praftis’d  to  obey, 

To  fome  great  city  thro’  tlm  public  way  ; 

Safe  in  his  art,  as  fide  by  fide  they  run, 

He  fhifts  his  feat,  and.  vaults  from  one  to  one  ; 

And  now  to  this,  and  now  to  that  he  flies ; 

Admiring^  numbers  follow  with  their  eyes. 

Porir 


C 

y 
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175^'  Yefterday,  as  well  as  to-day,  we  pafled  by  feveral  Arab  towns,  and  fortie  large 
^  tombs.  We  fee  from  time  to  time  ducks  and  paddy-birds :  every  morning  the 
lark  fings  mod  delightfully.  At  noon  our  latitude  by  obfcrvaticm  v/as  30®  58'' 
north.  We  have  now  no  longer  any  tide  of -flood  to  help  us,  but  a  conftant 
dream  running  down.  At  half  after  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  pafled  by  a 
^urkijh  galley,  in  which  was  the  brother  of  Aly  Aga^  governor  of  Hafca  \  this 
gentleman  faluted  us  with  one  gun,  which  we  returned  under  jack,  enflgn, 
and  pendant :  he  feemed  to  have  a  large  train  of  attendants  with  him.  At 
Moo c HAL-  three  we  came  abreaft  of  a  village  on  the  left-hand  fliore,  called  Moochalhayi  \ 
“AN.  and  foon  afterwards  law  ten  or  twelve  wild  hogs  at  a  little  diftance  frotn  the 

river.  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Pigot  went  afliore  in  hopes  of  killing  one, 
but  they  were  difappointed  by  the  hogs  running  into  the  rufhes.  On  the 
'  risht-hand  fide  we  faw  alfo  eight  or  ten  turtle,  which  would  not  fuffer  us 
to  come  near  them,  but  flipt  away  into  the  water.  After  eight  o’clock 
this  morning,  no  corn  was  to  be  feen  on  the  right-hand  flde  of  the  river ; 
and  flnce  twelve,  none  on  the  left :  the  whole  is  pafture  land.  7’he  oxen 
and  buffaloes  here  are  large,  and  all  the  flieep  have  broad  flat  tails,  with 
fpiral  endings. 

'Iht  Traders  of  the  yacht  have  worked  brifldy  to-day,  we  encouraged 
,  them  by  good  feeding  *,  they  had  rice  and  Gee  in  the  morning,  and  the 
remnants  of  our  meat  at  dinner,  which  they  greedily  devoured,  firft  tear¬ 
ing  it  in  pieces  like  fo  many  Jackalis.  We  pleafed  them  much  by  telling 
them,  that  we  would  give  them  good  pay,  and  pay  them  ourfelves,  and 
not  leave  the  Chocarda  to  do  it  fof  us.  At  half  pad  five  this  afternoon  we 
made  our  little  yacht  faft  to  the  bank,  and  waited  for  the  SandaU  which 
was  far  aftern.  We  then  took  a  walk  on  the  left-hand  fhore,  and  found 
the  banks  of  the  river  very  pleafant :  that  part  of  the  land  over  which 
the  water  had  lately  flowed,  is  hoary,  and  incrufled  with  falt-petre.  The 
Arabs  cut  fluices,  and  occafionally  let  in  the  water  of  the  river  and  to  this 
is  owing  the  verdure  which  extends  for  about  a  mile  from  it’s  banks,  and 
which  terminates  in  the  Defert  *.  We  ftill  faw  cattle  in  great  numbers. 
Mr.  Alms  (hot  a  crow,  whofe  body  was  all  white,  the  feathers  of  the  thighs, 
black  and  white,  the  greateft  part  of  the  wings  black  :  thefe  birds  are  faid 
to  live  300  years.  Several  Pelicans  unconcernedly  fwam  by  us  with  the 
ftream,  and  unmolefted  on  our  parts,  for  we  begin  to  think  it  a  pity  to 
kill  fo  fine,  fo  unfufpicious,  and  ftately  a  bird. 


While  we  lay  here,  a  fmall  difpute  arofe  among  our  Arabs.  A  Chocarda, 
paffing  by  in  a  fmall  boat  from  Baghdad  to  Bajfora,  took  upon  him  to  ex¬ 
change  four  of  his  Trackers  for  four  of  ours  the  reafon  he  alTigned  for  it 
was,  becaufe  by  this  means  both  fets  would  be  at  their  homes  the  fooner. 


*  This  pra£lice  of  letting  in  the  water  of  the  river  Euphrates  to  cultivate  and  enrich  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country,  is  very  ancient,  being  taken  notice  of  by  Lucan  in  the  third  book  of  his  Phar- 
folia. 

• . .  -  ■  Sed  fparfus  in  agros 

FertiJis  Euphrates  Pharice  vice  fungitur  undee. 


and 
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and  he  engaged  that  each  fiiould  have  the  fame’ pay  as  the  other.  This  1758. 
excufe  however  did  not  fatisfy  the  remaining  who  rofe  tumuituoufly,  ' — ~v — ■ 

and  infilled  on  our  refcuing  their  companions.  We  were  obliged  therefore 
with  arms  to  purfue  the  Chocarda\  boat ;  who  immediately  on  difcovering 
that  we  were  Frengees^  or  Franks^  that  is  Europeans^  difmilTed  our  people, 
took  his  own  again,  and  proceeded  on  very  quietly. 

We  took  the  opportunity  of  waiting  for  the  coming  up  of  the  Sandal^  to 
prefent  our  ^rackei/S  with  two  or  three  {linking  SaHe-fiJh.  They  inftantly 
made  a  fire,  and  broiled  them  upon  the  coals  :  as  foon  as  this  was  done, 
they  feparated  themfelves,  and  divided  the  fifh  into  two  diftinifl  lots ;  each 
party  appointed  a  direcflor,  ^and  he,  after  having  made  the  feveral  portions 
as  equal  as  poflible,  ordered  every  man  to  take  his  fiiare.  When  they  had  eaten 
as  much  as  they  could,  and  drank  plentifully  of  the  water  of  the  Euphrates^ 
they  all  feated  themfelves  on  the  ground  in  a  circle,  and  joyou Qy  began  to 
clap  their  hands  and  fing.  Prefently,  one  of  them  got  up  and  danced  for 
awhile,  then  defired  the  favour  of  us  to  lend  him  a  drawn  fword,  and  hav¬ 
ing  obtained  one,  he  danced  again,  and  dextroufiy  flourifhe4  it,  whilft  the 
others  clapped  and  fung.  A  fecond  now  joined  him,  with  another  fword, 
and  both  together  difplayed  their  activity  and  addrefs.  The  entertainment 
at  length  ended  with  a  dance  of  fix,  which  was  not  much  unlike  our  Eng- 
ItjJj  hayes.  We  appeared,  as  we  really  were,  pleafed  with  their  mirth. 

When  all  was  over,  they  drew  nigh  to  us,  kifled  our  fleevcs,  and  allied 
for  a  Buxie,  or  prefent :  we  tendered  them  a  dram,  which  they  reje6led 
with  vifible  contempt  *,  we  then  gave  a  Rupee  among  them,  with  which 
they  were  much  pleafed,  and  very  thankful.  We  took  this  opportunity  to 
hint  to  them,  that  as  we  were  fuch  good  mafters,  and  had  given  them  fo 
much  vidluals  and  money  too,  we  expecled  that  they  would  work  well,  and 
deferve  our  future  favour,  which  they  promifed  very  readily. 

A  little  before  eight  this  evening,  the  luggage-boat  joined  ns,  and 
our  Chocarda  and  Mr.  Hemet  defired  us,  that  for  the  next  two  or  three 
days,  we  would  keep  nearer  to  them,  becaufe  they  looked  upon  this  as 
the  mofl  dangerous  part  of  the  whole  country  •,  adding,  that  an  hour  or  tv/o 
before,  they  had  been  vifited  by  about  twenty  armed  Arabs,  who  tho’  they 
made  no  hoflile  attempt,  yet  had  a  very  fufpicious  appearance.  On  this 
intelligence  we  refolved  that  the  luggage-boat  fhoiild  keep  a  head,  and  that 
we  would  follow  her  clofely,  keeping  always  a  flriifl  guard,  with  our  fwivel 
guns  loaded,  matches  lighted,  fmall  arms  at  hand,  and  in  order ;  a  regular 
third  watch  was  ordered  alfo  to  be  kept.  MciTieurs  Alms,  Boidge,  and  Pye 
were  appointed  commanding  officers :  Mr.  Pigot,  Jenkins,  MAntoJh,  and 
other  fervants,  to  watch  •,  I  am  excufed  on  account  of  my  being  indifpofed. 

We  underilood  from  Mr.  Hemet,  who  fpake  with  the  Chocarda  before-men¬ 
tioned,  paffing  from  Baghdad  to  BaJJora,  that  the  Caravan  would  not  fet 
out  from  the  firll  of  thefe  places  for  Aleppo  ’till  the  tenth  day  of  the  Ra- 
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mazan  (with  us  the  twentieth  of  May')  fo  that  we  flatter  ourfelves  we  fliali 
arrive  at  Baghdad  in  good  time.  We  advanced  about  thirty  five  miles  to* 
day.  About  1 1  at  night  we  pafied  by  two  rivers  on  the  righr.- 

At  one  this  morning  we  got  to  a  town  on  the  left  fliore,  called  Na’xajhee'. 
The  officer  of  the  watch  hailed  the  Sandal^  intending  to  defire  the  Chocarda, 
to  go  affiore  •,  but  was  anfwered,  that  he  was  afleep,  and  would  not  be  dif- 
turbed  till  the  morning :  we  had  reafon  to  think  he  was  drunk.  A  little' 
before  four  we  fent  our  people  on  ffiore  to  track.  We  v/anted  two  of  the' 
twelve  men  belonging  to  the  yacht  to  go  and  affifl:  in  tracking  the  luggage- 
boat,  whofe  flow  motion  greatly  retarded  our  progrefs  •,  but  they  would  not 
comply,  faying  they  were  hired  for  our  veflel  only.  About  eight  we  came 
abreaft  of  another  large  town  on  the  left  hand  (it’s  real  name  1  have  for¬ 
gotten).  Here  fo  great  a  number  of  men  and  boys,  and  even  women,  were 
collefted  to  look  at  us,  that,  they  became  quite  troublefome.  Among  themp 
we  obferved  fome  of  the  men  armed  with  fwords  j  and  as  the  wind  and- 
ftream  were  both  againft.  us,  and  confeqqently  could  pafs  but  flowly  by,, 
we  thought  it  nccelTary  to  make  as  great  a  fhew  as  poffible  of  our  arms,  to* 
prevent  any  infult  j-  however,  none  was  offered  to  us  *,  on  the  contrary,  fome 
of  the  chief  of  the  Arab  inhabitants  of  the  place,  thinking  we  might  be* 
offended  at  fuch  a  concourfe  of  people,  who  could  eafily-  have  jumped  into* 
the  veffel,  took  upon  them  to  difperfe  the  multitude.  What  feemed  chiefly- 
to  attra(5l  the  eyes  of  the  Arahs^  and  furprize  them  moft,  was  the  form  of 
the  yacht,  the  manner  of  rigging  her,  and  above  all,  the  carved  work  of  a> 
horfe’s  head  on  the  ftem,.  and  the  reprefentation  of  human  figures  on-  the: 
item  ♦. 


The  country  hitherto  has  been  fo  level,  that  our  officers  have  not  wanted- 
an  horizon,  for  their  obfervations  at  noon  with  Hadley’s  quadrant.  Corn 
fields  are  now  not  fo  frequently  met  with  as  formerly.  The  corn  in  generab 
was  ripe  and  much  of  it  gathcred’in,  but  there  v/as  ffill  fomeon  the  ground,, 
green  and  young  in  the  ear..  We  paffed  many  villages  on  each  fide  of  tha 
river,  but  the  greatefl:  number  are  on  the  left.  All  the  houfes  are  built  of 
reeds,  and  covered- with  mats,  and  moft  of  them  are  in  the  form  of  tilted 
waggons.  The  complexion  of  the  Arabs  in  general  is  pale  j  children  and, 
fuch  as  do  not  work-  in  the  fun,  are  remarkably  fo,  but  the  ackers  are: 
of  a  deep  copper  colour,  approaching  nearly  to  black. 

We  had  a  farther  trial  of  our  patience  this  morning,  having  been  greatly* 
perplexed  with  additional  demands  from  the  'Trackers^  concerning  provifions  p 
they  infifting  that  we  fhould  flop  and  buy  fome  cakes,  which  they  expeft^ 
to  be  iupplied  with  at  leaft  twice  a  day,  befides  their  ufual  allowance  of  rice- 

*  Thefe  were  extraordinary  fights,  as  all  fuch  images  are  forbidden  by  the Tarij,  left  ido¬ 
latry  fliould  fprout  from  them. 
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and  Ghes.  We  had  reafon  to  fufpetfl  our  drunken  Chocarda  at  the  bottom 
of  this  diffurbance,  for  notwithftanding  his  folemn  looks  and  high  founding 
voice,  and  all  that  pompous  grimace  under  the  Chocarda  cap  (which  is  at 
lead;  a  foot  and  an  half  in  height)  I  obferved  him  irrthe  morning  very  fami¬ 
liar  with  our  Trackers.  While  we  were  vexing  ourfelves  at  the  unnecelTary 
delay  which  this  new  demand  of  cakes  had  occafioncd,  he  lay  baflcing 
in  the  fun,  upon  the  fhore,  and  had  many  fellows  about  him,  who 
champooed.,  or  Itretched  his  joints,  picked  from  his  head  and  the  collar 
of  the  coat  his  vermin,  and  at  the  fame  time  entertained  him  with  one  of  their 
chorus  fongs.  The  fellow  appeared  much  delighted,  and  in  a  very  parti¬ 
cular  manner  expreffed  his  thanks,  by  putting  his  arm  round  the  necks  of 
the  youngeft,  and  kiffing  them :  this  mark  of  his  gratitude  however  w^as  re- 
je(fted  by  fome  of  the  Arabs.^  who  flung  themfelves  from  him,  with  a  look 
of  ineffable  contempt.  There  was  but  little  difihrence  here,  in  the  drefs  of 
the  women  and  men,  except  that  the  firfl  had  no  T urbans.,  but  a  fort  of 
handkerchief,  or  veil,  over  their  heads  and  faces.  They  had  alfo  rings  in  their 
ears  and  nofes,  and  bracelets  on  their  wrifts  but  their  outer  garment  is 
like  the  men’s,  a  Camaline  of  black  and  white,  like  thofe  we  ourfelves  now 
wear,  and  which  we  provided  ourfelves  with  at  Go?nbroon^  when  we  intended 
to  go  to  Bajfora  in  a  Trankey^  difguifed  as  Arabs. 

We  palled  feveral  very  {lately  tombs  *,  but  faw  no  other  birds  to-day 
but  gulls.  Now  and  then  we  obferved  a  few  date  trees,  but  they  have 
been  rare  fince  we  got  into  the  Euphrates. 

We  now  begin  to  think  that  our  Chocarda  is  in  reality,  rather  a  hindrance 
than  of  ufe  to  us,  and  almoft  wifh  we  had  come  without  him,  and 
refolve  to  treat  him  more  cavalierly  than  heretofore,  and  not  fo  implicitly 
to  yield  to  his  commands.  The  night  before  laft  we  put  on  board  the 
Sandal^  a  bottle  of  claret,  and  another  of  Ihrub  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Hemet^  left 
we  fhould  be  feparated  from  him  again,  as  we  were  yefterday  at  dinner  time. 
We  are  now  told,  that  the  Turk.,  though  he  had  before  taken  a  chearful  glafs 
with  us,  the  very  fame  evening  drank  a  pint  of  the  claret  off  at  a  draught, 
and  finifhed  the  bottle  the  next  morning.  He  makes  it  a  rule  to  call  for 
punch  every  quarter  of  an  hour,  befides  drams  at  intervals.  Coffee  (the 
T urks  common  regale)  he  often  refufes,  and  has  forbidden  its  being  gotten 
for  him;  he  fays,  that  he  likes  punch  better,  but  prefers  claret  (of  ten  {hillings 
a  bottle)  above  all  other  liquors.  We  fhall  however  mortify  him  in  this 
particular,  and  for  the  future  drink  no  wine  at  dinner,  when  he  happens  to 
be  with  us. 

At  four  this  afternoon,  we  palled  a  fmall  river  on  the  left-hand  IKore ;  as 
we  had  before  feveral  on  the  right ;  this  we  can  trace  with  the  eye  above  a 
mile  into  the  Defert.  Between  feven  and  eight,  we  got  to  Cota.,  a  village 
on  the  left  fide  of  the  river,  a  few  houfes  of  which  are  built  with  {tone, 
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which  we  did  not  obferve  before  in  any  other  village  fituated  on  the  bank 
of  this  liver  •,  a  mud- wall  furrounds  it.  We  faluted  the  chief  with  onc' 
gun. 


At  half  pall  ten,  we  changed  our  ’Tracken,  Thofe  we  now  difeharged,, 
entertained  us  with  a  fong  at  parting,  and  gave  an  excellent  charader  of  us 
to  their  fucceffors  ;  they  went  fo  far  as  to  tell  us,  that  fhould  we  not  be 
able  to  get  new  men  here,  they  v/ould  track  us  up  to  Hilla.  We  per¬ 
formed  our  promife  to  them,  as  to  paying  them  their  wages  ourfelves, 
and  behaved  very  coldly  to  our  Chocarda.  On  this  account  Mr.  Hemet 
vifited  us,  and  earncftly  recommended,  that  we  fhould  not  carry  matters 
to  extremities  with  this  man,  exprefling  bis  fear  that  if  we  did,  his  villainy 
might  prompt  him  to  carry  on  intrigues  with  the  Arabs  to  our  prejudice ; 
he  propofed  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  fhould  put  twenty  rupees  into  his 
hands,  and  defire  that  with  them  he  would  procure  provifions  for  himfelf 
and  fervant,  and  purchafe  of  the  villagers  what  might  be  wanting  for  the 
trackers :  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  Cbccarda  would  cheat  us  of  our  money, 
but  that  he  looked  on  as  the  lead  of  the  evils  we  had  to  apprehend  ;  but 
obferved,  if  at  our  arrival  at  Hafca,  we  fhould  flill  have  reafon  to  be  dif- 
pleafed,  there  would  be  the  fittefl  place  to  difmifs  and  difgrace  him,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  governor  Aly  Aga  of  his  behaviour.  Sorely  againft  our  will, 
we  acquiefeed  in  the  propofal,  and  at  his  requefl  delivered  into  his  hands  for 
the  Chocarda^s  ufe  a  bottle  of  flrong  liquor,  with  which  he  got  drunk  before 
eleven  o’clock  the  fame  night. — Advanced  the  lafl  twenty-four  hours,  about 
thirty-two  miles.  Courfe  was  chiefly  north-weft. 

May  2.  Yeftcrday  we  were  greatly  perplexed  with  flies,  but  now  with  Mufehetos ; 

the  air  during  the  night,  was  rather  cold.  At  three  this  morning  we  pafTed 
a  large  lake  on  the  left,  and  at  four,  another,  with  great  difficulty  to  our 
trackers ;  fpoke  then  with  a  boat  from  Baghdad,  Hojajhee  mafter,  who  told 
us  he  was  difpatched  by  Mr.  Garden  with  letters  for  Mr.  Sham  at  Bajfora^ 
and  that  we  fhould  be  early  enough  for  the  Caravan.  At  fix  we  an- 
Arsjia.  chored  abreaft  of  the  village  ;  we  faluted  the  with  one  gun, 

difeharged  our  ’Trackers  and  got  others. — At  nine  we  weighed,  and  began; 
to  track  again.  Mr.  Pye  and  myfelf,  while  we  were  off  Arsjia,  took  a  little 
walk  on  fhore ;  that  place,  like  almoft  all  the  other  Arab  villages  we  had 
yet  feen,  is  chiefly  compofed  of  very  pitiful  reed  and  mat-houfes,  encom- 
paflTed  with  a  mud-wall  and  battlements,  with  a  view  to  its  being  defended 
with  lances,  and  matchlock  mufketry  (the  principal  arms  of  the  Arabs') 
againft  their  rebel  countrymen  in  the  Defert,  who  are  commonly  called  the 
wild  Arabs.  Almoft  all  the  Arabs  who  have  not  fwords,  carry  in  their 
hands  a  hooked  flick  about  two  feet  long.  They  here  wear  their  beards 
to  a  full  length,  trimming  them  to  a  point  below  the  chin  :  the  young 
people  have  their  hair  k>ng  on, the  forehead,  but  behind  they  are  commonly 
ffiaved. 
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In  our  walk  we  faw  fix  or  eight  loaded  camels  going  into  Arsjia,  We 
now  loft  fight  of  corn  fields ;  the  banks  and  country  near  the  river,  being 
covered  with  a  ftrong  fcented  thorny  ftirub,  having  a  ferrated  leaf,  fmaller,  but 
in  make  like  that  of  the  Gum-Arabic.  Two  or  three  pelicans  went  down 
the  river,  and  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  many  partridges  fprung  from  out 
of  the  fhrubs.  We  were  prefented  by  a  poor  Arab  with  a  mullet,  weigh¬ 
ing  two  pounds,  which  he  ftruck  with  his  fpear;  and  laft  night  we  had 
fome  cucumbers  and  milk  given  to  usj  we  returned  thanks  for  each,  in  a 
marmooda  piece. 

We  killed  this  afternoon,  what  we  were  told,  was  a  venomous  water- 
fnake,  two  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  that  had  gotten  up  the  veflel’s  rudder, 
and  was  making  its  way  into  the  cabbin.  At  five  Meftrs.  Alms  and  Pigot 
went  on  fhore  with  their  fufils,  in  hopes  of  fhooting  partridges,  which  are 
here  in  great  plenty ;  they  faw  many,  but  had  no  fuccefs,  and  returned  with 
only  three  doves. 

Moft  of  the  road  to-day  has  been  very  difficult  for  our  7* rackers.  Wind, 
current,  and  rippling  waves  againft  ns.  A  boat  pafled  us  this  afternoon, 
three  days  from  Hilla.,  loaded  with  provifions.  We  now  hear  every  night 
a  hideous  howling  of  Jackalls.,  and  our  P’rackers  are  very  fearful  of  meeting 
with  lyons.  At  noon  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  31'^  4'  north, 
which  being  but  fix  miles  more  than  we  made  on  Sunday  laft,  (hews  that 
our  courfe  has  been  chiefly  weft.  Got  this  day  thirty-four  miles. 

We  paflTed  this  laft  night  very  difagreeably.  Our  rafcal  of  a  Chocarda 
was  the  occafion ;  without  aifigning  the  Icaft  reafon  for  it,  he  about  eight 
in  the  evening,  put  the  luggage-boat  on  fhore,  and  infifted  that  we  fhould 
do  the  fame  with  the  yacht  j  but  his  words  had  no  influence  on  us ;  on  the 
contrary  we  got  at  a  proper  diftance  into  the  ftream,  where  we  could  both 
fee,  and  oppofe  an  enemy.  This  fellow,  who  was  either  much  frightened 
himielf,  or  willing  to  frighten  us,  expatiated  largely  on  the  danger  we  were 
now  in  from  the  wild  Arabs.,  and  urged  the  neceflity  of  our  keeping  clofe 
to  him :  the  very  reafons  he  affigned  for  our  doing  it,  induced  us  to  get 
farther  from  the  fhore,  whofe  bank  in  this  place,  was  much  higher  than  our 
veffel,  and  almoft  hung  over  our  heads.  We  learned  afterwards  from  Mr. 
Hemet  (who  was  fo  unhappy  as  to  be  with  him  all  night)  that  upon  our  get¬ 
ting  into  the  ftream,  he  grew  enraged,  whifpered  the  'Trackers,  and  gave  therri 
their  cue  to  alarm  us:  they  hailed  us  from  the  fhore,  and  told  ns,  if  we  did 
not  immediately  draw-  nigh  to  them,  they  would  run  away.  We  made  no 
reply,  nor  any  change  in  our  condinfl:.  Soon  after,  they  fet  up  a  hideous  noife, 
fometimes  in  the  howl  of  the  Jackali,  fometimes  like  a  dog,  and  every  now 
and  then  called  to  us  in  a  threatening  manner.  Our  Chocarda  finding  that 
all  his  fchemes  had  no  manner  of  effect  upon  us,  ordered  his  Arab's  to  dance 
andifmg  around  their  fire  •,  and  for  the  whole  of  their  obedient  behaviour. 
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1758.  :hc  diftributcd  among  them  two  Ahajfees^  .telling  them  they  were  good  boys, 

'  and  that  he  expeded  the  lame  fubmiffion  to  his  future  commands,  as  they 
j  had  Ihewn  that  evening.  He  dropt  alfo  fome  threatening  exprelTions  to  Mr. 

Hemety  as  “  that  having  refufed  to  obey  his  direblionsy  ive  Jhould  perijh.'*  He  load¬ 
ed  his  mufketand  piftol,  and  at  half  pall  eight,  fired  thefirll,  and  at  ten  the 
'  laft,  both  with  ball,  pointed  towards  us,  but  not  fo  directly,  as  if  defigned  to 

•liit  us.  Mr.  Hemet  obferved,  that  foon  after  he  whifpered  again  to  the  ArahSy 
-when  feven  or  eight  of  them  left  the  vefiel  and  got  aflaore  •,  prefently  they 
returned  on  board  in  a  diforderly  hafte,  and  fo  disfigured,  as  greatly  to 
alarm  him  :  the  villains  view,  no  doubt,  was  fo  far  to  intimidate  Mr.  Hemety 
that  we  through  him  might  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  ourfelves  implicitly 
to  his  orders.  The  good  old  man  indeed  did  hail  us  feveral  times,  and  told 
us,  the  fcoLindrel’s  conduft  was  fuch,  that  he  really  was  in  fear  of  his  life, 
and  that  he  could  not  help  fufpedbing,  he  was  meditating  fome  mifchiev- 
.ous  defign  againft  us.  About  a  quarter  after  ten  he  once  more  got 
under  fail,  palfed  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river  and  began  to  track: 
we  did  the  fame.  At  one  in  the  morning,  he  laid  the  luggage-boat  afhore 
again,  for  no  reafon  that  we  could  think  of,  unlefs  to  give  us  a  frefli 
proof  of  his  infolence  and  endeavour  for  the  maftery.  We  determined  with 
one  confent  to  purfue  our  plan,  and  by  no  means  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to 
his  folly  and  obftinacy.  We  formed  among  ourfelves  various  fc hemes  for 
punilhing  him  for  his  infolence ;  but  on  this  head  came  to  no  final  deter¬ 
mination,  having  heard  too  much  of  the  revengeful  ways  of  thefe  people, 
to  refolve  precipitately.  However,  as  we  carry  a  letter  of  recommendation 
from  Mr.  Shaw  to  Aly  Aga^  governor  of  Hafca ;  we  fliall  talk  to  him,  on 
.the  Chocarda^  behaviour,  and  probably  prevail  on  him  to  hinder  his  going 
^any  farther  with  us. 

At  nine  this  morning  we  pafled  by  a  large  river  on  the  right  hand ;  which 
^communicates  with  the  'Tygrisy  and  has  a  large  place  Handing  near  it  called 
;Grayhim,  Hrayhim.  The  weather  cloudy,  wind  N.  N.  E.  and  blew  frelh,  fo  that  our 
trackers  had  very  hard  work.  At  three  In  the  afternoon,  the  Sandal  Hopped, 
and  the  Chocarda's  Arabs  were  very  adlive  in  fecuring  our  veflel  to  a  Hake, 
near  hisi  We  called  out  in  a  peremptory  tone  to  caH  off  our  rope  imme¬ 
diately  ;  they  obeyed  us,  and  we  anchored  off  in  the  Hream,  fo  as  to  com¬ 
mand  either  fliore.  We  had  prefently  an  alarm  from  the  Chocarda,  of  Arabs 
being  near  us;  but  not  difcovering  any  from  our  poop,  or  maH-head,  we  were 
very  tranquil.  In  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour,  the  luggage-boat  tracked  again; 
we  did  the  fame,  and  foon  joined  her;  then  our  Chocarda  hailed  us  in  a  more 
complaifant  manner  than  of  late,  and  told  us  to  be  under  no  alarm,  that  no¬ 
thing  fliould  hurt  us ;  we  gave  him  for  anfwer,  that  we  were  perfe<5tly  eafy  in 
relpedt  to  all  the  world,  but  himfelf ;  that  we  were  prepared  to  refiH  a 
thoufand  Arabs  or  more  but  that  our  peace  had  been  fomewhat  diHurbed 
by  his  irregular  condud  :  we  affured  him  that  we  would  be  our  own  maHers, 
•  and,  it  we  thought  fit  to  go  ahead,  to  be  aHern,  near  the  fhore,  or  in 
the  middle  of  the  Hream,  we  Hiould  guide  ourfelves  in  conformity  to  our 
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own  opinion,  whether  it  flioiild  pleafe  or  difpleafe  him ;  that  therefore,  if 
He  chofe  to  be  on  good  terms  with  us,  it  was  neceflary  he  fhould  reconcile 
himfelf  to  our  refolution.  He  made  a  civil  reply,  and  came  into 'our  yacht. 
We  recapitulated  the  particulars- of  his  ill  behaviour,  and  plainly  told  him, 
that  a  continuance  of  it,  could  not  end  to  his  advantage,  either  in  refpcdl: 
to  his  mailer  at  Bajfora^  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad  or  ourfelves.  He  now 
laid  afide  his  haughtinefs,  and  faid,  he  was  lorry  for  what  had  palTed,  and 
promifed  a  better  look-out  for  the  future.  We  finilhed  our  leflure  by 
advifing  him  to  drink  coffee  and  water  only',  gave  him  a  difh  of  the  firll, 
and  refolved  he  fhould  have  from  us  nothing  elfe. 
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No  villages,  corn  fields  or  pafture  land  *,  nothing  but  wild  Ihrubs  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  xh^Defert  is  at  a  quarter  of  a  milediftance.  Numbers 
of  partridges  and  pidgeons  Hill.  We  this  day  were  very  bufy  in  making 
bounces  to  give  a  grand  falute  to  Aly  Aga  j  and,  as  they  may  be  ufeful  to 
us  againft  an  enemy  in  the  room  of  hand-grenades,  we  propofed  to  prepare 
a  number  of  them,  loaded  with  Hugs  of  lead  and  iron. 


At  eight  at  night  wo  anchored  *,  at  eleven  weighed  ;  at  a  quarter  pall' 
eleven  dropped  anchor  again,  the  Chocarda  calling  to  us,  that  our  men  were 
run  away,  which  v^as  both  falfe  and  improbable,,  being  fo  far  from  their 
home,  and  having  had  no  wages  ;  they  had  laid  thernfelves  down  on  the 
fhore,  being  weary  and  in  want  of  reft,  after  wading  through  much  deep  water. 
The  weather  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon,  was  too 
warm  to  be  plealant,  yet  not  fo  hot  as  to  give  Eajl  Indians-  great  reafon  to 
complain.  Twelve  at  night,  wind  N.  W.  by  N.  and  cold.  Melfrs.  Doidge' 
and  Alms,  who  dept  on  the  poop  during  the  firft  watch,  were  glad  to  get 
into  the  cabbin  in  the  middle  and  morning  watches,  on  account  of  the 
cold;  the  lharpnefs  of  the  night  air  made  me  cough  terribly,  but  this  night¬ 
being  tolerably  well,  I  began  to  watch.  The  Pelicans,  which  on  rifing  from 
the  water  make  a  great  noife  with  flapping  of  their  wings,  before  we 
were  accuftomed  to  them,  gave  our  watchmen  fome  little  alarm. 

We  got  about  twenty  miles  to-day.  There  was  no  horizon  for  an-ob- 
fervation  at  noon. — The  boats  which  the  Arabs  ufe  hereabouts  differ  from- 
thofe  I  deferibed  at  Bajfora  only  in  the  fhape ;  they  are  made  like  our  Lon¬ 
don  wherries-,  and  are  paddled  on  by  tv/o  men,  but  if  large,  by  four. 

At  five  in  the  morning  our  1‘rackers  arofe  from  their  fleep,  and  began 
to  track.  Wind  W.  N.  W.  The  river  very  crooked.  At  two  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  we  had  pafted  by  feveral  fmall  iflands.  At  three  we  made  our  veflTcls 
fall  to  the  ftiore,  the  Vandal  being  behind ;  at  a  quarter  paft  four  we  began 
ro^  track  again. 

Taft-  night  our  Chocarda  fupped  with  us,  and  thereby  deprived  us,  for 
awhile,  or  our  bottle  of  claret.  To-day  he  dined  with  us,  and  made  us 
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1^5^.  undergo  the  lame  felf-denial.  He  courted  us  very  much,  but  we  gave  him 
V— — '  to  underfland,  that  works  and  not  words  difplay  the  man :  this  obfervation 
filenced  him,  and  we  have  no  more  repetitions  of  his  being  onr  devoted 
fervant.  We  defired  Mr.  Hemet  (whom  we  had  now  taken  on  board  the 
yacht)  to  beg  the  Chocarda  to  haften  on  board  Vandal \  and  to  tell  him 
alfo,  that  as  we  had  loft  fo  much  time  in  the  night,  we  ought  not  to  lofe 
any  in  the  day,  He  was  not  well  pleafed,  and  told  Mr.  Hemet  in  a  vulgar 
phrafe  of  the  Turks  “That  he  (Hemet)  had  eaten  T — d,  and  to  him,  all 
the  difturbances  and  mifunderftandings,  had  been  owing.” 

The  road  for  our  Trackers^  is  here  in  general  very  bad ;  they  are  obliged 
to  work  much  in  the  water.  The  country  about  us,  fuch  as  we  pafled 
ycfterday.  Great  quantity  of  partridges  and  doves,  are  yet  to  be  feen.  The 
edges  of  the  river  abound  in  fedge,  the  cyprefs-tree,  a  dry  plant  full  of  a 
thorny  feed-veflel,  and  the  caper  ftirub.  T\\g  Mufchetos  2iTQ  innumerable *, 
their  firings  and  hummings  are  intolerable  to  us  in  the  night,  while  the  flies 
are  extremely  troublefome  in  the  day. 

\ 

At  fix  this  evening,  we  pafTed  by  an  ifland*,  and  at  eight  we.  anchored 
in  the  ftream :  the  Sandal  was  made  faft  to  the  fhore.  We  gained  but 
twenty-two  miles  to-day.  No  horizon  for  obfervation. 

At  live  in  the  morning  weighed,  and  began  to  track.  At  nine  pafled 
two  fmall  boats,  one  going  down  the  river,  the  other  up  j  this  laft  had  five 
men  with  three  matchlocks;  they  looked  fufpicious,  and  our  Chocarda 
affured  us  they  were  rogues ;  but  our  Knockaty  or  pilot,  told  us  he  knew  them, 
and  that  the  chief  of  the  boat  lived  in  the  next  village ;  that  he  had  come 
thus  far  as  an  efcort  to  the  other  boat,  and  now  offered  his  fervice  to  us. 
We  thought  this  the  moft  probable  ftory  of  the  two,  yet  kept  a  good  look¬ 
out  all  the  following  night.  At  ten  we  anchored,  our  Trackers  having  left 
the  rope ;  at  eleven,  weighed  and  tracked  again :  fome  rain  fell,  but  in  no 
great  quantity ;  it  thundered  and  lightlied,  as  it  did  yefterday. — At  half 
paft  two,  took  the  Trackers  on  board,  and  made  fail  with  a  fine  and  fair 
breeze.  By  four  we  paffed  by  an  old  ruined  fort,  and  three  rivers  on  the 
right,  one  of  which  we  were  told  was  a  branch  of  the  Tygris.  At  half  paft 
five,  fent  afhore  the  Trackers,  At  half  paft  ten  we  anchored  to  wait  for 
the  Sandal. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  vexation,  proceeding  from  the  Mufchetos^  this 
evening  had  paflTed  very  pleafantly.  On  both  fides  of  the  river  are  the 
willow,  and  poplar  trees ;  a  number  of  birds  rooft  in  them,  which  we  dif^ 
turbed  in  our  paffage  ;  the  pidgeon,  turtle,  and  variety  of  finging  birds 
are  here  in  great  abundance.  During  the  whole  night  One  of  the  fongfters 
chaunts  the  notes  of  the  thrufli  and  nightingale.  Large  flocks  of  Pelicans, 
many  ducks,  partridges,  king’s-fifhers  and  fwallows,  are  around  us. 
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I  obferved  the  river  this  evening,  to  be  fu'll  of  fifh  j  many  of  them  jumped 
out  of  the  water,  and  were  two  feet  long.  We  made  thirty-nine  miles 
to-day.  No  obfervation. 

At  four  this  morning  weighed,  and  tacked.  At  five,  fair  weather  and 
a  pleafant  breeze.  Some  date-trees  appear  and  a  little  corn..  Pafled  an 
old  fort  on  the  left,  and  at  half  paft  eight  we  anchored  abreall  of  Semava. 
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CHAP.  II. 


Occurrences  on  the  n'wr  Euphrates Semava  /i?  Lembloon,  and 

or  Hafca ;  genteel  reception  from  the  Governor  there.  ■ —  Pajfage  to  Hilla ; 
polite  heha'viour  of  the  Governor  of  Hilla. — Account  of  the  Gereed,  a  war¬ 
like  T urkifh  exercife. — Arrival  at  Baghdad. 


175^*  O  EM  AVA  is  a  walled  town,  but  the  houfes  are  all  built  of  mud«  The 
place  is  governed  by  a  Sheick,  called  Ifmael^  (fubordinate  to  Aly  Ago) 
Semava.  ^  artful,  complaifant  old  gentleman.  He  came  on  board  of  us  in  a 

fmall  boat  a  little  before  we  reached  the  town,  and  told  us,  that  “  having 
had  advice  of  our  coming  by  a  boat  which  pafled  us  yefterday,  he  had  gotten 
all  things  in  readinefs  for  our  reception,  as  twenty  'PrackerSy  and  provifions 
for  them  in  plenty ;  and  that  he  came  in  perfon  to  alfure  us,  he  was  wholly 
devoted  to  our  fervice.”  He  apologized  much  for  his  Dijhahilley  and 
negledt  in  {having  his  head  and  trimming  his  beard,  which  he  faid  was 
owing  to  his  being  in  njourning  for  two  near  relations.  He  had  a  great 
facility  of  fpeech,  and  his  compliments  were  truly  hyperbolical.  He  re¬ 
peated  often  “  how  much  he  was  our  fervant.  Sick  and  weak  as  he  found 
himfelf,  yet  he  was  ready  to  take  his  heart  from  his  bread  to  do  us  good : 
his  arms,  his  eyes,  his  head,  the  whole  which  he  pofleffed,  were  all 
at  our  command.”  He  foon  added  v/ith  a  melancholy  figh,  that  “  he  had 
for  lome  time  pad  been  indifpofed,  much  owing  to  worldly  difficulties ;  and 
at  prefent  was  called  on  by  the  government  for  thirty  purfes  of  money ;  but 
that  he  could,  as  yet,  raife  only  five  and  not  long  after,  we  were  given 
to  underdand,  that  whatevci*  prefent  we  were  willing  to  make  him,  he  was 
ready  to  accept  with  thankfulnefs. 

I  • 

Flower,  rice,  and  Ghee  were  brought  on  board  for  our  new  "Trackers  \ 
cucumbers,  milk,  and  two  lambs  for  ourfelves.  We  faluted  the  Sheick  with 
one  gun,  entertained  him,  his  fecretary,  and  a  little  flave  boy  who  dood  by 
’  him,  fird  with  coflee  and  then  with  fugar  by  way  of  fweet-meat*,  but  left  it  to 
Mr.  Hemet  and  the  Chocarda-y  to  recompenie  him  for  his  prefents  and  trouble. 
They  gave  him  twenty-five  Abajfees ,  and  the  old  gentleman  appearing  not 

fatisfied. 
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iatisfied,  the  Chocarda^  pafllonately,  offered  his  hand  to  receive  the  money 
back,  and  the  Sheick  as  haftily  returned  it :  thus  things  ftood  for  a  Ihtle 
time;  at  length  the  old  fox  took  back  the  money,  and  delivered  it  to  his 
fecretary ;  his  little  Have  kiffed  our  hand,  and  the  mailer  recommending  him. 
to  our  favour,  we  prefented  him  with  an  Ahaffee.  At  half  pallf  eleven,  the 
Sheick  left  us,  fans  ceremonie^  by  which  we  concluded  that  he  made  lefs  of 
us  than  he  expcded. 

We  bought  here  one  frail  or  balket  of  Dales  3.5  an  addition  to  the  I'rack- 
crs  food,  and  a.  few  leeks,  being  ali  the  provifious  we  could  purchafe 
in  the  market.. 

*  '  -  - 

At  two  In  the  afternoon,  we  paffed  a  river  going  from  the  N,  E  ;  at  half 
pall  three,  got  into  a  perfect  level,  which  made  ali  the  country  around  appear 
like  one  watered  marfh.  This  overflowing  of  the  river  we  were  told  is 
not  common  fo  foon  in  the  year  *.  We  concluded  there  mull  have  been 
great  rains,  or  extraordinary  meltings  of  fnow.  o,n  the  mountains ;  and  we 
pleafe  oiirfelves  with  the  hopes  that  the  wells  of  water  in  the  Defers.,  will 
like  wile  be  plentifully  fupplied.  At  a  q.uarter  after  fix,  we  Hopped  for  the 
other  boat,  and  were  then  abreafl  of  two  large  Arab  camps,  in  the  wildeH 
and  molt  dreary  country  I  ever  beheld.  .Moll  of  us  tcrt5k  a  Ihort  walk 
on  fhore;  bivt  not  beyond  the  proteflion  of  our  little  frigate.  At  feven  we 
tracked  again,  and  at  eight  were  obliged  to  come  to  an  .anchor,  it  being  very 
dark,  and  the  proper  channel  difficult  to  find,  by  reafon  of  the  river  over¬ 
flowing  it’s  banks  for  a  long  way  into  the  Defert.  We  continued  to  keep 
a  good  look-out,  both  night  and  day;  and  like  watchful  centinels  called 
to  each  other,  “  All  is  wellA 

Our  now  altered  his  condudl  much  l^r  the  better,  often  tell¬ 

ing  us,  “  he  is  our  fervanr,  and  our’s  only,  and  that  he  likes  us  fo 
well,  he  llaall  be  ready  to  accompany  us  to  Aleppo  we  have  not  re¬ 
turned  the  compliment,  but  continue  to  treat  him  though  civilly,  yet  at 
fome  diftance.  Our  prefent  Arab  Trackers,  like  all  their  brethren  of  our 
acquaintance,  already  begin  to  grumble,  notwithftanding  they  have  had  an 
addition  to  their  common  food  by  our  giving  them  the  preferved  Date  fruit, 
which  thefe  people  are  at  all  times  very  fond  of,  but  more-fo  now,,  as  there 
is,  and  has  been  for  fome  ti/ne  pall,  a  very  great  demand  for  Dates  from 
Baghdad,  Meful,  and  Diarbekir,  a  dreadful  famine  having  raged  in  the 
two  laft  cities.  Baghdad  itfelf  was  alarmed,  and  twelve  thoufand^ 
Berjians  now  refiding  there,  received  orders  to  quit  the  place,  before  the 
I'carcity  fliould,  actually  reach  it.  This  order  however  was  not.  carried  into 

^  In  the  beginning  of  the  fummerj  on  the  fun’s  melting  the  fiiovv  upon  the  mounta^'ns  of 
Armenia,  there  is  a  vaR  increafe  of  waters,  which  running  into  the  Euphrates  in  the  montlis 
oijune,  July,  znd  Jugufl,  makes  it  overflow  its  banks,  and  occafions  Rich  another  inundation . 
as  the  Bile  does  Egypt.  Rom, in’s  Ancient  Hijory,  <vcl,  zd, 
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1758.  execution,  and  it  Is  generally  believed  never  will;  owing  as  much  to  a 

— proper  application  of  fome  purfes  given  to  the  Bajha  and  his  minifters,  as  to 
the  prefent  appearance  of  a  plentiful  crop  of  grain.  A  prefent  of  buffalo 
fteakes  were  fent  to  us  to-day,  which  we  had  for  dinner,  and  relifhed  them 
very  well ;  and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  prelent  ot  milk,  for  which  we  always 
pay  dear  by  a  pecuniary  return. 

It  being  Saturday  night,  according  to  our  old  fea  cuftom,  we  allowed 
ourfelves  an  extraordinary  bottk,  devoting  it  to  the  remembrance  of  our 
wives,  fweethearts,  parents,  families  and  friends.  The  Mufchetos  are  lefs 
troublefome  than  of  late,  owing  to  our  having  no  bufhes  about  us.  Wc 
advanced  this  day  twenty-three  miles.  Had  no  obfervation. 

May  7.  This  is  the  firft  day  of  the  new  moon,  and  the  beginning  of  the  great 
faft,  Ramazan.  It  continues  till  the  fixth  of  June.  This  faft  begins  every 
year  ten  days  Tooner  than  in  the  former  year.  At  three  quarters  after 
four  this  morning,  we  began  to  track,  wind  at  S.  E ;  and  we  foon  got 
into  a  very  delightful  meadow  country,  pretty  well  inhabited  by  Arahs^ 
and  their  herds,  and  watered  plentifully  by  the  river :  this  green  and  watery 
profpedt  extends  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  On  our  right,  the  rifing  ground 
is  cultivated  in  fome  fpots,  producing  radiflaes,  Here  are  the  white  and 
brown  Paddy  birds,  fo  , common  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  called  by  that  name, 
becaufe  they  chiefly  feed  in  the  Paddy  or  rice  fields.  We  faw  alfo  the 
painted  diver,  and  black  and  white  crow. 

In  the  middle  and  morning  watches  the  air  was  fomewhat  cold  ;  the  atmof- 
phere  continued  perfe6lly  dry  till  laft  night,  when  , we.  felt  it  damp.  This 
morning  at  five  o’clock,  we  faw  our  Chocarda  leave  the  Sandal,  and  go  down 
the  river  in  a  little, boat  w#  hired  at  Semava  ;  a  mefifage  foon  after  came  from 
him,  that  four  of  the  I’rackers  had  deferted,  and  he  was  gone  back  to 
Semava  after  them,  but  defiring  us  to  go  on,  and  he  would  follow. 
We  faw  a  galley  aftern  coming  up  the  river.  At  feven,  we  pafled  a  boat 
five  days  from  Hilla  ;  we  underftood  from  her  people,  that  the  Caravan  fet 
out  from  Baghdad  five  days  before  we  failed  i\'on\  BaJTora-,  we  are  unwilling 
to  believe  fuch  bad  news.  About  ten  we  pafled  another  boat  carrying  a 
'Janizary  down  the  river,  who  gave  us  intelligence  of  one  Cojee-Simon,  an 
Armenian  merchant,  having  been  robbed  and  ^wounded  in  the  river  about 
three  weeks  ago  ;  that  he  was  ftill  with  Aly  Aga,  but  the  governor  had  not 
been  able,  as  yet,  to  recover  a  box  of  pearls  valued  at  twenty  thoufand 
rupees,  which  had  been  taken  from  him. 

Aly  Aga  commands  all  the  country  between  Hilla  and  the  difirid  of  Baf- 
fora.  The  head  of  the  Sheicks,  under  his  command,  has  been  ordered  to 
make  a  particular  enquiry  and  fearch  for  the  Armenian’s,  effeds.  Th\s.Sheick, 
v/hofe  name  is  Mahomed  el  liaamet,  and  whofe  tents  we  pafled  lafi  night, 
we  were  told,  pays  annually  to  the  government  Baghdad,  for  the  rents  of 

this 
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this  country,  five  hundred  purfes  of  filver,  each  purfe  containing  five 
hundred  rupees,  or  twenty-five  toman ;  and  he  is  in  a  great  meafure, 
accountable  for  the  conduct  of  his  Tribes.  The  Armenian  was  pafTing  up 
the  river  in  a  defencelefs  condition,  at  the  time  he  was  robbed,  and  it  is 
faid,  his  extraordinary  care  of  his  box,  occafioned  its  being  difcovered ;  and 
that  his  wounds  were  owing  to  the  refiftance  he  made  in  parting  with  fuch 
valuable  effedls.  We  pafled  to-day  four  or  five  Arabs  with  lances ;  thefe  we 
apprehend  are  fome  of  the  Banditti  who  infeft  the  banks  of  this  great  river, 
and  Itrike  fo  much  dread  into  the  minds  of  travellers.  A  fingle  perfon,  or 
a  company  of  travellers  unarmed,  might  (and  I  believe  would)  be  in  great 
danger  from  them;  but  we  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  provided  we  keep  a 
good  look-out. 

Our  Trackers  work  much  in  the  water,  and  are  incefiantly  murmuring  for 
more  provifion  than  we  can  afford  them.  At  Bajfora  we  laid  in  fo  much 
rice  and  Ghee,  as  by  the  Turks  about  Mr.  Shaw,  was  thought  an  ample  (lore 
to  carry  us  to  Hilla,  but  that  has  been  a  long  time  fince  expended,  and 
more  has  been  added  from  every  place  we  have  touched  at,  where  there 
was  a  poffibility  of  purchafing;  yet  we  are  always  in  want.  At  Semava, 
a  ftock  was  put  on  board  by  the  Sheick  for  twenty  men,  to  which  we 
added  a  frail  of  dates,  weighing  one  hundred  pounds ;  thefe  are  now 
greatly  exhaufted,  and  we  are  apprehenfive  of  being  in  want.  The  truth 
is,  thefe  poor  tracking  fellows  come  to  us  half  ftarved,  they  work  hard,  and 
can  eat  five  times  as  much  as  they  ufually  get  at  home,  or  are  allowed,  when 
they  ferve  a  Turk,  or  one  of  their  own  countrymen  ;  but,  whilft  they  are 
in  the  fervice  of  an  European,  of  whofe  riches  they  entertain  a  moft  extra¬ 
vagant  idea,  they  are  ever  difcontented  with  a  common  portion,  and  even  with 
a  double  allowance,  and  in  fpite  of  all  his  humanity  and  care,  will  grumble 
and  give  him  diflurbance  :  all  travellers  therefore  who  come  this  way,  fliould 
be  careful  to  lay  in  a  very  plentiful  ftock  of  provifions  at  their  firft  fetting 
out  from  Bajfora ;  as  they  will  find  it  a  very  difficult  tafk  to  get  any  quantity 
afterwards.  On  the  obferving  or  neglefling  of  this  particular,  their  future 
cafe  or  difquietude  will  in  great  meafure  depend.  It  is  not  poffible  to 
conceive,  much  lefs  to  defcribe,  the  horrid  noife  and  diflurbance,  that  is 
made  by  thefe  Arabian  male-contents  upon  fuch  occafions :  a  flranger 
to  their  language  and  cufloms,  could  not  but  have  his  doubts,  whether  they 
were  not  about  to  feize  him  by  the  collar,  and  cut  his  throat.  Their  guttural 
language,  fierce  and  ghaftly  looks,  and  threatening  geftures,  added  to  the 
natural  wildnefs  of  the  country,  muft  needs  fill  him  with  conftanc  appre- 
henfions  of  violence,  and  therefore  cannot  fail  of  making  his  whole  paflage 
painful  and  difpleafing  to  a  great  degree. 

About  two  in  the  afternoon,  a  boat  went  by  us  from  Baghdad,  by  which  we 
learned  the  Caravan  was  not  gone.  Soon  afterwards  a  Turkijh  galley  alfo  pafled 
us  vyith.  fome  people  of  confequence ;  they  faluted  us  with  one  gun,  which 
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we  returned.  We  have  no  profpecfl:  now  but  of  thick  fedge  on  each  fide  of 
the  river,  which  is  here  about  120  feet  wide.  At  four,  got  a  little  out  of  the 
rufhy  into  a  more  open  and  pafture  country  :  here  we  {topped  for  our 
boat.  Several  Arab  encampments  are  in  fight,  pitched  on  the  fioall  rifing- 
fpots,  which  are  fcattered  here  and  there  about  this  overflown,  and  flat  country. 
The  prefent  Arabs  are,  like  their  forefathers,  a  moveable  people  ;  they  tra- 
vel  eaft,  weft,  north  and  Ibuth,  and  pitch  their  tents,  or  rufh  houfes,  as  the 
foil  belt  ferves  for  feeding  their  cattle,  of  which  they  feem  to  have  great 
plenty.  While  here,  we  were  vifited  by  one  of  their  Sheicks  accompanied 
by  three  or  four  men  better  drefied  than  common  •,  we  fiiewed  them  our 
arms,  and  gratified  the  Sheick  with  five  or  fix  charges  of  gunpowder,  for 
liis  match-lock  piflol,  and  afterwards  added  a  little  fnuff.  Here  we  un- 
d.t-efled  and  fv/am  in  the  Euphrates.  The  fame  fort  of  birds  were  feen  by 
us  to-day  as  yefterday.  This  day  has  been  much  overcaft,  and  hot,  with, 
thunder  and  lightening. 


We  were  again  terribly  perplexed  with  Mufehetos  this  evening,  but  were 
relieved  about  twelve*  o’clock  by  a  frefh  gale  !  the  Eurbans^  which  we  all 
wear,  are  the  beft  defence  for  our  heads  againfl:  the  fun  *,  and  our  whifkers,. 
that  have  been  growing  ever  fince  we  left  Bombay.,  fecure  the  upper  lip 
from  the  vexatious  fting  of  thefe  infects.  We  made  feventeen  miles  to-day. 
By  obfervation  at  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  31°  24  north. 


Monday, 
May  8. 


At  one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  cloudy  weather,  with  thunder,  lightning 
and  an  appearance  of  rain  falling  to  the  northward.  At  half  after  one  a. 
muflcet  was  fired  from  our  yacht  towards  a  fmall  boat,  which,  from  it’s 
fufpicious  condudl,  our  people  believed  to  be  a  thief.  At  two  the  Chocarda. 
returned  from  Semava  with  the  four  deferters.  At  three,  the  wind  changed 
from  the  fouth,  to  the  north,  and  for  a  little  time,  blew  very  frefh  :  every 
now  and  then  we  heard  the  report  of  a  mufket  a  little  aflern  of  us,  and 
upon  our  left  hand.  At  half  paft  four,  we  began  to  track,  as  did  the  lug¬ 
gage-boat  with  the  Chocarda.  About  fix,  MefTieurs.  Alms  and  Pigot  faw 
two  wild  hogs  not  far  from  our  Trackers  j  they  fired  four  mufkets  with  balls, 
but  the  hogs  efcaped  among  the  rufhes.  At  feven,  palTed  on  the  right,  a 
plantation  of  cotton  trees,  in  a  very  fertile  foil,  and  more  raifed  from  the 
river,  than  any  we  have  lately  obferved.  At  nine  got  again  into  an  over¬ 
flown  meadow-country,  with  encampments  of  Arabs.,  their  families,  and 
cattle.  Birds  we  faw  as  laft  mentioned,,  and  fome  turtle ;  the  infed:  we 
call  Ladycow  every  now  and  then  is  among  us,  alfo  flies,  moths,  and  horfe- 
ftingers  •,  the  fparrow  is  alfo  to  be  found  here,  and  in  every  other  place  that 
I  have  vifited  in  Afia. 


The  greateft  part  of  this  day  we  tracked  thro’  water,  choaked  up  with 
fedge,  moll;  of  it  breaft  high  *,  the  bottom,  in  fome  places,  was  out  of  a 
man’s  depth.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  reached  the  fide  of  a  little  ifland, 
and  not  far  from  it  was  an  Arab  camp ;  we  waited  there  for  our  luggage- 
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boat,  which  did  not  get  np  to  us,  till  nine  o’clock.  At  feven,  whilft 
at  anchor,  a  "Turkifi  galley  pafled  us,  having  the  Pajha  Cange  Mahomed 
Aga  on  board ;  a  general,  commanding  thirty  thoufand  troops  :  he  had  been 
down  the  Euphrates^  direding  at  what  places  the  river  fliould  be  let  in,  and 
where  ftopped.  We  hailed  him,  and  fome  compliments  palled  ;  he  told  us 
he  fhouid  haul  a  little  ahead,  and  lye  by  for  the  night  •,  we  anlvvered  that 
we  would  do  the  lame.  After  he  had  jult  pafled  us,  we  faluted  him  with 
one  gun,  which  he  returned. 

On  this  little  ifland  MelTieurs  Alnis^  Pigot,  myfelf  and  two  fervants  went 
afltore  with  our  guns,  and  had  good  diverfion,  fliooting  at  Jackals  \  they 
were  the  moll  hairy  ones  I  ever  law,  and  which  like  fpaniels  took  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  water.  We  found  feveral  of  their  holes,  fired  into  one  where 
we  fulpecled  a  Jackal  had  kenneled,  and  made  a  fire  before  it,  but  without 
fuccefs.  We  aimed  feveral  fhot  at  an  animal  we  took  for  the  otter ;  it  lay 
on  the  bank  near  the  water,  but  flipt  in,  and  fwam  from  us,  often  diving,  and 
when  up,  turning  its  head  every  now  and  then  towards  us,  giving  a  melan¬ 
choly  yell :  we  found  its  dung  as  large  as  that  of  a  dog,  it  confilled  of  the 
fhells  of  crabs,  with  which  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  abound,  as  alfo 
turtle  egg  fhells,  and  the  flcins  of  many  kind  of  inledts.  We  killed 
divers  birds.  By  our  Chocarda^  we  were  told,  that  the  dogs  of  an  Arab 
camp  behind  us,  had  killed  a  large  wild  hog,  which  had  been  before  wounded, 
probably  by  MelTieurs  Alms  and  Pigot.  This  afternoon  Mr.  Aim's  killed 
with  a  fingle  ball,  at  the  dillance  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  a 
beautiful  pheafant-coloured  curlew  j  there  were  more  in  company. 

This  has  been  a  windy  fatiguing  day  for  our  Trackers-,  the  middle  part 
not  very  hot,  the  evening  cold.  The  Mufehetos  about  this  ifland  put  us  to 
infufFerable  pain,  but  we  got  rid  of  thefe  tormentors  in  the  night,  as  we 
reached  to  windward  of  the  ifland.  This  afternoon  we  pafled  the  very  fpot, 
where  Cojee-Simon,  the  Armenian,  was  lately  robbed ;  near  to  a  place 
called  Monzaraduh.  We  faw  here  a  great  number  of  Pelicans.  Got  nine¬ 
teen  miles.  Latitude  by  Meflieurs  Doidge  and  Alms's  obfervations  31° '33' 
north. 

The  lafl:  night  was  very  cold,  and  this  morning  the  wind  is  high,  foul 
and  bleak.  Our  Trackers  ftate  is  fuch,  as  calls  aloud  for  pity,  and  plenty 
of  food  :  they  have  worked  feven  hours  in  the  fedge  and  water,  bread 
high ;  and  at  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  no  profpe6l  of  a  change 
for  the  better.  Saw  two  otters  on  a  little  dry  bank,  and  fome  turtle.  We 
got  this  morning  three  quarts  of  fine  rich  milk,  and  wanted  to  pur- 
chafe  a  calf,  but  the  Arabs  would  not  fell  it,  nor  have  we  been  able  to  buy 
one  fince  entring  the  river  ;  not  owing,  as  in  India,  to  a  religious  fcruple,  but 
becanfe  it  would  be  a  lefTening  of  the  herd,  on  whofe  number  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  Sheick  entirely  depends.  Our  Chocarda,  this  cold  morning, 
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greatly  exerted  himfcil,  by  encouraging,  punifhing,  and  by  his  own  ex 
ample  fhewing  the  Trackers  how  they  ought  to  work  •,  he  even  ftripped> 
and  threw  himfelf  into  the  water,  Iwam  to  the  rope,  and  affifted  for  a  little 
while  in  the  tracking.  What  a  ftrange  alteration  in  the  condud  of  this 
man  ! 

About  noon  we  drew  near  to  a  high  fpot  of  ground,  and  pafled  a  tomb 
on  the  right,  raifed  to  the  memory  of  Haleb  Hojfein.  Upon  this  rifing 
'  ground,  is  a  large  town  built  of  mats  called  Lembloon  •,  it  is  on  the  left  fide 
of  the  river,  oppofite  to  which,  on  the  right,  is  another  tomb  or  monument 
raifed  to  Imaum  Kzaai,  The  river  here  is  about  three  hundred  feet  broad. 
We  fent  our  fervant  to  the  village  to  buy  provifions  ;  during  his  abfence, 
the  T urkijh  galley  palTed  us,  which  had  been  to-day  behind  us,  and  lefs  ex¬ 
peditious  than  ourfelves.  At  four  our  Sandal  went  by  likewife,  and  then 
our  man  returned  with  fome  rice  and  Ghee,  and  a  bull-calf,  which  with 
great  difEculty  he  had  bought  for  usj  they  would  by  no  means  part  with 
the  female. 

Since  we  left  Bajfora,  we  have  always  had  cool  water  in  plenty,  owing  to  iTs 
prefervation  in  the  earthen  jars,  which  we  there  provided  ourfelves  with.  The 
water  is  not  perfe<5lly  clean,  nor  is  it  very  foul ;  we  fine  it  in  the  jars  with 
a  little  alum,  otherwife  it  would  be  very  muddy.  Upon  the  whole,  at  pre- 
fent  we  make  no  complaint  of  our  water,  but  often  declare,  that  if  the 
wells  of  the  Defert  are  as  propitious  to  us,  as  the  Euphrates  is  now,  we 
lhall  think  ourfelves  fortunate  in  this  important  article. 

The  fatigue  of  the  morning  occafioned  one  of  our  Trackers  to  run  away ; 
another  of  them  is  Tick,  and  two  more  are,  or  pretend  to  be  fo.  With 
pain,  I  obferved  this  forenoon,  that  one  of  the  Trackers  to  the  Turkijh  galley 
from  exceffive  wearinefs  gave  over  work,  and  made  towards  the  veffel,  en¬ 
deavouring  to  get  into  her  j  he  feemed  to  be  almoft  exhaufted,  and  cried 
out  for  admittance,  but  inflead  of  being  fufifered  to  enter  the  galley,  he  was 
•  feverely  beaten  with  a  large  ftick  by  one  of  the  officers,  and  the  poor  crea¬ 
ture  was  obliged  to  quit  his  hold,  and  to  fwim  the  river;  he  made  for 
the  fedge  on  the  left-hand  fide,  into  which  he  threw  himfelf,  and  lay 
groaning  as  we  pafled  by ;  it  was  debated  whether  we  ought  to  take  him  in, 
but  ’twas  concluded,  that  this  might  give  offence  to  the  Bajha,  and  efpe- 
cially  as  the  man  was  not  far  now  from  an  Arabian  camp.  Soon  after 
we  had  palled  him,  he  creeped  afhore,  and  made  towards  the  encamp¬ 
ment. 

Our  people  fed  well  to-day  for  to  their  rice  and  Ghee,  we  added  the 
offals  of  the  calf.  How  different  the  cuffoms  of  thefe  Arabs,  from  the 
Gmtoos  in  India  !  none  of  the  latter  will  eat  of  the  moft  delicate  food,  even 
if  but  another  Gentoo,  unlels  of  his  own  Cajl,  has  touched  it :  the  former  are 
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fo  free  of  fcruple,  that  they  will  feed  on  the  guts  and  fkins  of  beads,  and 
eat  every  fcrap  left  on  our  plates. 

At  nine  at  night  we  anchored  in  the  dream,  waiting  for  the  Sandal,  which 
joined  us  a  little  before  eleven  ;  prefently,  the  Chocarda  gave  an  alarm  by 
firing  his  mufket  towards  the  fhore,  and  calling  out,  that  “  rogues  were 
very  near  us  in  boats.”  Our  fervant  Vert^i  inflantly  fired  another  from 
the  yacht,  which  obliged  us  all  to  arm  ^nd  run  to  the  deck.  We  de¬ 
manded  froiH  the  Sandal,  the  real  caufe  of  this  manoeuvre  j  were  anfwered, 
that  four  or  five  boats  had  been  near  us,  and  though  hailed,  would  make 
no  anfwer.  Mr.  Pye,  who  had  the  watch,  faw  one  fmall  boat  pafs  with  two 
or  three  men,  but  no  more  ;  and  was  difpleafed  at  the  fervant’s  following 
the  Chocarda  &  example,  as  there  was  not  the  lead  occafion  for  the  didur- 
bance :  by  the  difcharge  of  the  mufkets,  a  village  alfo  was  alarmed,  which 
by  the  voices  of  men  and  women,  the  cry  of  children,  and  barking  of 
dogs,  we  difeovered  to  be  very  near.  Soon  after,  there  was  a  profound 
filence  on  board  the  luggage-boat,  by  which  we  judged  that  the  Chocarda 
raifed  the  alarm,  with  the  view  only  to  make  us  keep  a  good  look-out, 
while  he  took  a  found  deep.  The  ‘UTurkiJh  galley  was  at  this  time  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  ahead,  at  anchor  aflfo  in  the  dream. 

Since  we  pafTed  Lemhloon,  we  have  been  again  amidd  a  low,  wet  country; 
the  fides  of  the  river  full  of  fedge,  and  very  didrefiing  to  our  Prackers* 

The  otters  here  are  about  the  fize  of  a  cat.  We  faw  but  few  birds  to-day. 

A  fmall  water-lilly  grows  among  the  flags  all  up  this  river. 

At  twelve  at  night,  the  air  was  warmer  than  ufual,  and  damp.  By  obfer- 
vation  the  latitude  is  31°  40'  north.  We  advanced  only  12  miles  this 
day. 

In  Mr.  Alrns\  watch  this  morning,  between  the  hours  of  two  and  five.  May 
fome  little  noife  was  heard  on  board  the  Sandal,  and  our  people  underdood, 
that  a  man  had  jumped  from  her  into  the  water,  and  fwam  to  the  fhore  : 
about  feven  o’clock,  we  received  a  meffage  from  the  Chocarda,  defiring  we 
would  dop  a  little,  for  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  us  on  an  affair  of  confequence  : 
when  he  came,  he  told  us,  with  a  melancholy  countenance,  that,  early  in.  the 
morning  he  had  been  robbed  of  fifty  Venetian  Zechins  and  his  outer  ved; 
that  the  thief  had  fwam  from  the  fliore,  dolen  into  the  veffel,  gotten  to  the 
place  where  he  flept,  and  taken  the  money  from  his  troul'ers  pocket,  and 
his  coat  by  his  fide.  We  farcadically  looked  furprized,  rallied,  and  told 
him  his  deeping  was  unlike  an  officer;  that  none  of  us  (which  was  the 
truth)  had  taken  our  clothes  off  fince  we  had  been  on  the  paffage  ;  and  then 
expreffed  our  fears  about  the  fafety  of  our  own  affairs  under  his  protedlion. 

He  would  fain  have  perfuaded  us  to  have  given  full  credit  to  the  dory ;  a  nd 
to  acquit  hirnfelf  of  negligence,  he  laid  the  whole  blame  on  the  drowfinefs  of 
a  relation  of  his  in  the  fame  veffel,  in  whofe  watchfulnefs  he  faid  he  had 
'  Li  1  placed 
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jy^S.  placed  great  confidence,  and  brought  him  on  that  very  account.  We 
— fmiled,  and  appeared  fo  incredulous  on  the  occafion,  that  contrary  to  his  late 
ceremonious  deportment,  he  left  our  veficl  without  taking  leave. 

We  began  tracking  this  morning  a  little  before  five,  and  prefently  after 
a  boat  went  down  the  river,  three  days  from  Hilla^  which  told  us  that  the 
Caravan  was  not  yet  gone.  The  land  here  is  on  the  drain,  it  having  beea 
overflowed :  in  fight  were  many  comfortlefs  huts,  fome  placed  on  the  very 
water,  but  almofl:  all  on  exceeding  damp  ground,  drained  by  a  fur- 
rouncTing  ditch  of  a  foot  and  a  half  deep,  dug  within  four  or  five  feet  of  the 
hut  itfelf.  Such  miferable  places  of  abode,  as  we  have  paflTed  in  great 
abundance  of  late,  I  never  before  beheld ;  in  each,  which  confifts  of  one 
apartment  only,  are  contained  the  man,  wife  or  wives,  children,  dog,  and 
now  and  then  two  or  three  fowls.  One  Buffalo-covj  always  belongs  to  this 
wretched  fpot,  which  every  morning  and  evening  is  driven  home  to 
give  fuflrenance  to  the  family.  In  thefe  hovels,  you  fee  fometimes  a 
fword,  but  always  a  lance  of  about  nine  feet  in  length,  of  the  fame  kind, 
but  not  near  fo  handfomc,  as  thofe  at  Madagafcar  *,  and  from  them,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  iflTue  out  the  petty  robbers  of  this  part  of  Arabia. 

About  four  this  afternoon  we  had  on  both  fides,  a  fine  level  pafture 
country,  well  inhabited  with  Buffalos^  oxen,  cows  and  llieep  ;  the  latter  we 
have  not  remarked  in  plenty  for  fome  days  paft.  Saw  however  a  great 
quantity  of  Pelicans,  and  other  birds.  The  river  here,  is  narrow,  deep, 
rapid,  and  very  muddy  :  the  two  lafl;  owing  to  the  land  on  our  right  being 
on  the  drain,  and  the  water  falling  with  fome  velocity  from  a  hanging  level 
the  land  to  the  left  is  rather  lower  than  the  river,  but  the  water  is  pre¬ 
vented  from  overflowing,  by  a  bank  which  has  been  thrown  up  by  art, 
and  conftantly  kept  in  repair. 

We  were  frequently  near  the  Turkijb  galley  to-day,  but  could  not  get  a 
fight  of  the  Bajha.,  he  being  in  bed  the  whole  or  greateft  part  of  the  day,  and 
has  been  fo  ever  fmee  the  commencement  of  the  Ramazan  5  fuch  we  are  told 
is  the  ufage  of  the  Mahometans  in  this  long  fall  of  one  moon  :  they  fuffer  na 
food  or  drink  to  enter  their  lips  during  the  whole  day,,  but,  it  is  faid,  molt 
of  them  feed  heartily  in  the  night.  They  are  glad  to  fpend  that  time  infleep, 
which  otherwife  would  be  very  tedious  to  them,  and  perhaps  imagine  that 
by  this  means  they  fhall  be  lefs  liable  to  thofe  felicitations  of  nature, 
■which  their  religion  teaches  tliem,  at  this  feafon,  entirely  to  relinquilh 

Our 

*  Ramazan,  or  Ramadan ;  a  folemn  feafon  of  fafting  among  the  Mahometans,  kept  in  the 
ninth  month  of  the  Arabic  year.  This  faft  confifts  in  abftaining  from  meat  and  drink,  and 
from  lying  with  their  wives  each  day,  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  ’till  the  ftars  appear ;  and  is 
of  fuch  ftrid  obligation,  that  none  are  excufed  from  itj  for  the  fick,  and  all  others  who  cannot 
obferve  it  in  this  month,  are  obliged  to  faft  anotber  entire  month  inftead  of  it.  So  fuperfti- 
tioiis  are  the  Mahometans  in  the  obfervance  of  thisZf«/,  that  they  dare  not  wafh  their  mouths,. 

or 
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Our  Chocarda  however  is  not  of  this  fcrupulous  turn  I  the  quantity  of  fpirits 
and  wine  he  daily  drinks,  too  abundantly  declares  it.  He  was  fo  much  off 
his  guard  yefterday  as  to  fay,  that  he  would  eat  even  pork  or  bacon  with 
us ;  and  yet  this  fellow,  when  in  a  palTion,  is  always  fure  to  brand  his 
trackers  with  the  infamous  appellation  of  Pork-Eaters. 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  drew  near  to  Dewana^  the  capital  of 
the  government  of  Hafca^  where  refides  Aly  Aga  ;  his  power  commences  at  Hasca. 
Coma  (which  ends  that  of  the  governor  of  BaJJ'ora)  and  extends  up  the  river, 
as  far  as  Hilla.  The  river  grows  much  broader  now,  and  a  little  higher 
up,  it  appeared  to  be  at  leaft  a  mile  over.  At  eight,  pafled  a  large  river  to 
the  left  hand.  All  the  country  about  us  is  neatly  cultivated  for  pafturage, 
the  river  being  with  great  care  and  judgment  admitted,  or  fliut  out,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  neceflity  of  the  herdfman. 

At  a  little  after  twelve  at  night,  we  anchored  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Dewana,  commonly  called  (as  is  the  province)  Hafca.  We  got  twenty- 
five  miles  to-day.  At  noon  the  latitude  by  obfervation  was  31“  48' 
north. 

At  fun  rife,  which  was  a  quarter  paft  five,  we  faluted  the  governor  with  May 
fix  guns  and  eight  bounces  ;  and  agreeable  to  Mr.  Shaw's  direftion,  fent 
afhore  his  letter,  and  our  compliments  by  Mr.  Hemet,  the  Chocarda,  and  one 
of  our  European  fervants.  In  a  little  time  we  learnt,  that  the  governor  could 
not  be  fpoken  with  till  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  upon  account  of  the 
Ramazan. 

Cojee  Pagoofe,  an  Armenian  merchant  of  B  ajfora,  at  prefent  refiding  here, 
to  whom  Mr.  Shaw  wrote  a  letter  in  our  favour,  came  on  board  of  us 
early  in  the  morning,  to  hid  us  welcome,  and  to  offer  his  beftfervices  with  the 
governor.  He  told  us,  he  was  confident  Aly  Aga  would  give  us  an  honour¬ 
able  reception,  but  that  on  account  of  the  Faji  it  would  be  impoffible  for 
any  perfon  to  get  accefs  to  him  before  five  in  the  evening  *,  that  he  would 
put  Mr.  Shaw's  letter  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  governor’s  attendants, 
who  on  his  mailer’s  coming  out  of  his  room,  would  be  fure  to  deliver  it. 

He  added,  that  foon  after  five,  he  believed  we  might  be  fupplied  with 
Trackers  and  neceffaries  in  order  for  our  departure,  provided  we  could 
not  be  induced  to  tarry  longer ;  but  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  happy 
could  he  prevail  on  us  to  flay  a  little  while,  and  receive  the  civilities 
the  governor  would  be  ready  to  Ihew  to  Englijhmen.  As  he  verily 

or  even  fwallow  their  fpittle.  The  men  are,  indeed,  allowed  to  bathe  therafelves,  on  condi¬ 
tion  they  do  not  plunge  the  head  under  water,  left  fome  drops  enter  by  the  mouth  or  ears,  &c. 

But  as  for  the  women  they  are  ftridly  forbidden  to  bathe,  &c.  However,  they  frequently 
feaft  all  night.  The  Mahometans  call  this  month  holy,  and  believe  that  as  long  as  it  lafts, 
the  gates  of  Paradife  are  open,  and  thofe  of  Hell  Ihut. 

_  Diilionary  of  Am  and  Sciences, 
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175S.  believed  the  Caravan  ^c>w\A  not  depart  from  Baghdad  before  the  fifteenth 
»y-— ;  of  the  Moon^  we  refolved  to  wait,  and  it  was  agreed  upon  between  Ccjee 
Pagoofe  and  us,  that  at  fun-fet,  the  time  Jly  Jga  was  to  appear  on  his 
^errace^  we  would,  on  the  fignal  of  the  merchant’s  waving  his  hand  that  the 
Aga  was  there,  falute  him  from  our  little  yacht,  which  we  accordingly  did, 
repeating  the  falute  of  the  morning. 

The  governor  and  his  numerous  attendants,  appeared  on  the  houfe-top,  a 
little  before  the  fetting  of  the  fun  •,  and  when  it  was  gotten  to  the  horizon,  I 
obferved  that  he  and  all  his  train,  proftrated  themfelves  in  prayer.  Soon 
after  they  had  ended,  a  meflage  came  from  Aly  Aga,  congratulating  us  upon 
our  fafe  arrival  at  Hafca,  with  aflurances  of  his  doing  all  in  his  power  to 
forward  ourpaflage  up  the  river-,  and  excufes  for  having,  on  account  of  the 
ftri(ft  laws  of  the  Faji,  kept  us  fo  long  without  his  paying  his  compliments  : 
concluding  with  an  invitation,  to  drink  coffee  with  him  in  the  evening. 
To  all  this  having  made  our  proper  acknowledgements,  the  meffenger 
added,  that  the  governor  would  be  obliged  to  deprive  himfelf  of  the  plea- 
fure  of  our  company  till  late  in  the  evening  the  reafon  affigned  was,  be- 
caufe  he  intended  to  prefent  one  of  us  with  a  Furkijh  veft,  and  as  he  had 
ordered  that  it  fhould  be  a  very  handfome  one,  it  would  require  forae  hours 
,  to  make  it. 

Monfieur  Hemet,  on-  this  occafion,  was  our  interpreter ;  and  as  he  had 
fpent  fo  much  of  his  time  in  Perjia,  about  the  court,  he  knew  very  well 
how  to  aft  for  us.  He  prevailed  upon  Aly  Aga  to  fend  us  his  great  barge, 
at  the  time  he  wifhed  us  to  come,  and  told  him,  that  we  were  unaccuflomecl 
to  fit  on  the  ground  ‘though  covered  with  a  carpet  -,  the  governor  replied, 
that  “  we  fhould  have  cufhions,  and  was  he  mafter  of  chairs,  we  fhould  be 
welcome  to  them  f  ’  adding,  that  if  we  chofe  to  fend  our  own  feats,  it  would 
be  altogether  as  agreeable  to  him.  This  was  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  indif¬ 
ference  to  us,  we  had  no  public  charafter  to  maintain,  and  fliould  have  been 
as  well  pleafed  with  the  cufhion,  as  the  ftool ;  but  our  old  friend  would 
not  hear  of  what  he  called  fuch  a  conceffion,  affuring  us,  that  the  chair  or 
the  ftool,  “  veud  he  de  more  honorable  we  fubmitted,  fmiling  at  each  other. 
An  intimation  had  been  given  us,  that  three  would  be  the  proper  number 
to  wait  on  this  great  man  ;  fuch  he  really  is,  his  government  being  the 
moft  important  of  any  in  this  part  of  the  world,  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad  ex¬ 
cepted.  It  was  eleven  o’clock  before  the  officer  of  his  houfehold  came  in 
the  barge  to  attend  us,  though  during  this  time,  there  had  been  fent  us 
more  than,  one  apology  for  the  delay.  As  foon  as  we  were  landed,  the 
barge  faluted  us  with  one  gun  :  Cojee  Pagoofe,  with  many  officers,  received  us 
on  the  fhorc,  attended  with,  fervants  and  a  number  of  lights,  and  they  all  ac¬ 
companied  us  to  the  governor.  We  were  received  on  the  Ferrace ;  Aly  Aga 
was  feated,  furrounded  by  his  principal  Agas  to  the  number  of  fifty,  drefled 
in  green  or  red.  At  our  coming  to  the  carpet,  on  which  the  ftools  were 
placed,,  we  put  off  our  ftioes,  which  we  had  flipped  down  for  that  purpofe 
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before  we  left  the  velfel:  we  were  drefied  as  Europeans^  and  on  approaching 
him,  we  uncovered  our  heads,  and  bent  our  bodies,  after  our  own  manner  j 
he  returned  our  compliments  fitting,  but  gracefully  bending  his  body  for¬ 
wards,  putting  his  right  hand  upon  his  breafl,  and  then  immediately  point¬ 
ing  to  our  feats,  we  fat  down,  and  covered  our  heads.  We  fat  fronting 
him  ;  on  each  hand  he  had  an  ancient  venerable  perfon ;  farther  to  his  right, 
were  in  four  ranks  other  officers  all  fitting,  fix  or  feven  in  each  rank,  and 
to  his  left  were  ftill  more.  Many  fervants  flood  behind  us,  among  them 
my  man  Alexander  had  intruded  himfelf ;  our  Chocarda  too  was  obferved 
to  be  at  this  entertainment. 

Aly  A^a  addreffied  himfelf  to  us,  by  the  mouth  of  Cojee  Pagoofe  and  Mr^ 
Hemet ;  Pagoofe  fpeaking  to  the  latter  in  Perfian^  and  he  to  us  in  French^ 
and  fometimes  in  broken  Englijh.  Common  compliments  took  place  firfl, 
refpe(5ling  our  health,  that  of  Mr.  Shaw^  &c.  then  he  alked  us  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  incidents  of  our  voyage  hitherto,  of  our  intended  route,  and  of  our 
motives  for  undertaking  fo  fatiguing  and  perilous  a  journey  •,  he  was  greatly 
amazed  to  find  they  were  not  pecuniary  ones,  but  proceeded  chiefly  from 
curiofity.  He  then  changed  his  difcourfe  to  our  company’s  affairs  at  Bengaf 
and  the  revolutions  which  had  lately  happened  there  •,  talked  of  our  fleet  in 
India^  of  the  feveral  powers  at  war  in  Europe^  and  of  the  face  of  affairs  there 
at  prefent  •,  and  at  laft,  of  the  navigation  up  the  river  Euphrates^  of  the 
latitude  of  Bajfora^  Bewana^  &c.  During  this  converfation  we  were  enter¬ 
tained,  firfl,  with  a  faucer  of  fweetmeats,  of  which  fome  of  us  eat  four  or 
•five  very  fmall  fpoonfuls^  and  intended  to  have  finiflied  the  whole,  but 
Monfieur  Hemet  whifpered  to  leave  off,  for  dat  one  fpoonftd  only^  was  de 
more  polite  then  a  fmall  cup  of  coffee  was  brought,  and  after  a  fliort  in¬ 
terval  a  fmall  bafon  of  warm  fweet  water  fcented  with  rofes,;  laflly,  our 
handkerchiefs  were  wetted  with  rofe-water,  and  our  noflrils  fumigated  with 
the  fmoke  of  Ambergreafe  and  Agala  wood.  We  liad  been  given  to  under- 
fland,  that  foon  after  the  ferving  of  the  fweet  water  and  odours,  we  fliould 
be  at  liberty  to  take  our  leave  ;  on  our  making  a  motion  to  do  this,  Aly  Aga 
repeated  to  us,  how  forry  he  was  the  folemnity  of  the  Ramazan  deprived 
him  of  the  pleafure  of  our  company  by  day  but  that,  if  convenient  to  us, 
he  fliould  be  happy,  would  we  continue  here  for  a  few  days  to  recover  from 
our  fatigue,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  make  us  pafs  the  time  as 
agreeably  as  was  in  his  power.  We  excufed  ourfelves  from  accepting  his 
kind  invitation,  by  informing  him  of  the  neceffity  we  were  under  ta 
reach  Baghdad  as  loon  as  poffible  •,  and  that  we  had  an  additional  mo¬ 
tive  to  haflen  our  journey,  which  was  the  earnefl  defire  of  feeing  our 
native  country,  and  our  families,  from  whom  we  had  fuffered  a  long 
and  painful  feparation.  His  anfwer  implied,  that  he  fincerely  wiffied  us  a 
happy  fight  of  both,  hoped  our  journey  and  voyage  would  be  as  pleafanc 
and  fpeedy  as  poffible,  and  that  the  Great  God  would  condudl  us  fafe.  We 
cxprelied  in  the  beft  terms  we  were  able,  our  fenfe  of  his  favors ;  to  v/hich 
he  replied  very  fenfibly  and  politely.  As  foon  as  we  got  from  our  feats,, 
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Mr.  Doidge^  our  elecfted  chief,  had  a  fillc  Pelife  or  veft  put  upon  him,  lined 
with  Ermine^  worth  about  ten  pounds,  for  which  he  made  one  of  his  hand- 
lb  raeft  bov;s  to  Aly  Aga. 

Our  vifit  lafted  about  half  an  hour,  when  we  all  took  leave,  and  repaired 
to  the  barge,  and  in  her  to  the  yacht :  the  barge  bred  another  gun  at  our 
getting  on  board.  Pagoofe  and  the  fame  ofBcer  of  the  houfchold  who  had 
attended  us  before,  now  accompanied  us  to  our  cabbin.  We  drank  before 
them  Aly  Aga's  health,  and  fired  a  gun.  Between  twelve  and  one  both 
thefe  gentlemen  left  us,  by  whom  we  lent  on  flaore  ten  fequins,  or  about 
five  guineas,  to  the  treafurer,  to  be  divided  among  the  governor’s  fervants. 
We  detained  them  for  a  while,  purpofely  to  give  Mr.  Doidge  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  finifliing  his  letter  to  Mr.  Sba^w,  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to 
write,  having  this  day,  by  the  advice  of  Cojee  Pagoofe,  difmified  Mr.  Cho- 
carda,  for  a  repetition  of  his  infolence,  without  making  him  the  lead  prefent. 
We  had  painted  his  behaviour  in  its  true  colours  in  our  letter  to  Mr.  Shaw, 
but  at  Aly  Agd^  requeft  we  added  a  poftcript  by  way  of  mitigation  -,  this 
itrange  inconfittent  fellow  having  thrown  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  that  gover¬ 
nor,  begging  his  intercefiion  with  us  to  write  as  little  to  his  prejudice 
as  poflible. 

Before  Cojee  Pagoofe  left  our  veflel,  we  defired  him  to  tell  us,  what  was 
the  occafion  of  the  hearty  laugh,  which  we  obferved  had  taken  place 
whillt  Aly  Aga  was  making  his  enquiries ;  he  acquainted  us  that  the  old 
gentleman  who  fat  on  the  governor’s  right  hand,  affecfled  to  be  a  judge  of 
what  Melfrs.  Doidge  and  Alms  were  telling  Aly  Aga  regarding  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  places,  and  frequently  threw  in  his  approbation  by  fay¬ 
ing  “  Aye  that's  true the  laugh  arofe  from  the  governor’s  merrily  reply¬ 
ing,  “  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  thefe  gentlemen  advance,  and 
to  be  fure  you  are  an  accurate  judge  of  it-,  for  the  utmoft  of  your  erudition 
in  this  way,  is  I  think  confined  to  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  my  Perfon ; 
that  indeed,  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with.”  Aly  Aga  is  a  native  of 
Perfia,  and  a  man  of  a  more  inquifitive  turn  than  is  commonly  found  (as 
we  were  told)  among  the  Turkip  governors. 

Dewana,  which  by  our  obfervations  lies  in  the  latitude  31®  56' north, 
is  a  confiderable town,  built  with  mud;  the  governor  is  obliged  to  pay  into 
the  treafury  of  the  Bapa  of  Baghdad,  fifteen  hundred  purfes  yearly,  it 
being  the  Hated  royal  rent  of  the  diftrid ;  but  I  am  well  informed  that 
Aly  Aga  remits  at  lead  three  thoufand  purfes :  this  additional  fum  is 
acquired  by  mulds  on  the  Arabs  for  different  crimes,  efpecially  for  rob¬ 
beries.  The  fines  are  commonly  paid  in  cattle  by  the  Sheicks^  but  the 
furks  foon  turn  them  into  cafh. 

This  condud  of  Aly  Aga  in  remitting  more  to  the  royal  treafury  than  is 
required  from  him,  appears  a  very  extraordinary  circumftance  at  firft  fight4. 

but 
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but  it  is  truly  a  mofl:  refined  ftroke  of  policy :  for  knowing  that  imnienfe 
riches  in  this  country  are  the  furell:  means  to  Ihorten  a  man’s  days,  he  puts 
himfelf  out  of  all  danger  by  never  prefuming  to  accumulate  them  for 
his  own  ufe.  He  is  rather  ftudious  to  be  thought  the  generous  and  difin- 
terefted,  than  the  rich  and  opulent  man.  Doubtlefs,  it  is  entirely  owino* 
to  this,  that  he  is  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad,  whole 
purfe  be  takes  care  to  fill,  though  he  finds  it  prudent  to  negleft  his 
own. 

Mr.  Shaw  told  me  at  Bajfora,  the  particulars  of  a  difpute  between  him 
and  Aly  Aga  when  governor  of  that  place,  for  which  the  latter  was  difplaced, 
and  but  of  late  appointed  to  the  command  at  Hafca.  He  has  fince  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  he  injured  Mr.  Shaw,  and  made  all  proper  conceflions  to 
him.  They  had  now  entered  into  a  friendly  correfpondence,  and  a  new 
branch  of  trade ;  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  advantageous  to  the  company, 
and  be  of  lervice  likewife  to  this  generous,  genteel,  worthy  man,  whofe 
common  emoluirents  are  judged  inadequate  to  his  fpirit  and  deferts. 

At  half  paft  eight,  ,we  weighed,  and  took  our  laft  leave  of  Aly  Aga,  with 
the  difeharge  of  all  our  guns ;  our  bounces  being  expended  in  the  unex- 
peefted  lecond  falute  of  yefterday,  we  could  not  carry  the  compliment  any 
farther  :  Cojee  Pagoofe  undertook  to  apologize  for  us  on  this  head.  Here,  two 
of  the  Lafears  or  feamen  belonging  to  our  Sandal  ran  away ;  Vertan  got 
two  perfons  in  their  room,  one  of  whom  foon  left  us  alfo :  this  fervant  had 
now  the  charge  of  that  veflel  fince  the  difmiffion  of  the  Chocarda  and  hi3> 
adherents,  of  whom  we  were  now  told  there  were  three  or  four. 

At  eleven  we  crofied  the  river,  and  began  to  track  on  the  left  hand  fide. 
The  land  in  view  is  partly  pafture,  partly  arable,  the  cattle  continue  the 
fame  as  lately  mentioned,  but  horfes  are  more  numerous.  We  obferved 
one  of  the  latter  fwimming  acrofs  the  river,  with  a  fervant.  This  horfe  (by 
our  information)  was  defigned  as  a  prefent  to  us,  had  not  Cojee  Pagoofe- 
difeovered  that  we  had  already  a  fufficient  number,  and  that  a  habit  would 
be  more  acceptable. 

At  twelve  we  ftopt  for  our  luggage-boat,  and  at  half  paft  one  began 
again  to  track ;  at  fix  in  the  afternoon  pafied  a  fort  to  the  right  called 
Monoly.  The  wind  is  ftill  againft  us,  and  the  ftream  runs  dov/n  at  the  rate 
of  five  miles  an  hour,  which,  joined  to  our  delays  from  the  Sandal,  prevent 
our  making  but  a  very  flow  progrefs.  At  half  paft  eight,  the  Trackers 
called  to  leave  off  work,  the  bottom  being  now  bad,  the  banks  bulky,  and 
they  themfelves  in  fear  of  lions,  tygers,  and  other  wild  beafts.  We  took 
the  men  on  board,  and  ftood  off  into  the  ftream  to  avoid  infults  from  the 
people  on  fhore,  but  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  bank  on  account  of  the 
rapidity  of  the  river.  If  we  could  have  lain  at  a  diftance  from  the  fhore, 
we  fhould  have  been  more  at  cafe  in  all  refpedts  ♦,  particularly  from  thofe 
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bitter  enemies  the  Mufchetos^  which  peftered  ns  this  evening,  rather  more 
than  ever,  and  are  inexprefiibly  tormenting,  even  to  the  degree  of  throwing 
us  into  a  temporary  fever.  Happy  for  us !  that  with  the  return  of  the  fun 
and  wind  in  the  mornings,  we  are  till  the  clofe  of  the  day  relieved  from 
them,  and  without  this  interval,  I  know  not  what  might  be  the  confe- 
quence :  the  fun  is  our  great  deliverer  in  this  refpedl;  •,  but  alas  !  the  increaf- 
ing  heat  of  that  glorious  body  begins  to  make  us  lament,  our  being  no 
farther  advanced  on  our  journey  ;  but  as  we  have  no  reafon  to  charge  our- 
felves  with  the  leaft  unneceflary  delay,  we  endeavour  to  be  fatisfied,  and 
bear  what  may  happen  with  becoming  refolution.  We  made  but  eight 
miles  to-day  j  latitude  by  obfervation  31°  58'. 

At  half  pad  four  this  morning  we  began  to  track  *,  at  five  we  crofiTed  to 
the  right  fide  of  the  river,  in  hopes  that  the  footing  and  current  would  ht 
more  favourable  ;  at  eleven  crolTed  again,  the  current  being  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  could  not  turn  a  point  of  land.  At  one  in  the  afternoon,  {topped  for 
the  luggage-boat.  At  half  pad  two  went  on  again,  the  Sandal  being  in 
fight.  At  fix  anchored  for  the  night  at  fome  didance  from  the  fhore. 
A  little  before  feven,  we  were  fainted  to  our  great  furprize  with  the  thunder¬ 
ing  voice  of  our  late  Chocarda,  who  in  a  fmall  boat  paffed  by  us  and  com¬ 
manded  our  fervants  to  deliver  us  his  compliments.  We  conclude  that  he 
is  going  on  his  own  private  affairs  to  Baghdad.^  or  perhaps  to  execute  there 
iome  orders  from  his  governor. 

The  banks  are  now  covered  with  a  fhrub  of  the  cyprefs  kind*,  bramble- 
budies  and  fome  other  flirubs  make  a  fort  of  fored.  Well  fupplied  with  a 
variety  of  finging  birds ;  fome  of  them  chaunt  all  the  night :  there  are 
great  quantities  of  wild  ducks.  Got  eleven  miles.  Latitude  by  obferva¬ 
tion  32°  4'  north.  .  ^ 

This  night  we  took  into  ferious  confideration,  the  very  little  progrefs  we 
had  made,  and  the  fmall  portion  of  time  we  have  to  fpare,  as  the  Caravan 
by  all  accounts  will  fet  out  the  fifteenth  of  the  Moon',  and  unanimoufly 
refolved,  for  greater  expedition  to  move  ourfelves  and  all  w'e  have  on 
board  the  yacht,  into  the  Sandal,  where  are  our  horfes,  fffr.  and  with  our  ten 
Trackers  to  join  her’s,  that  by  their  united  force,  we  m?Jy  haden  her  motion, 
which  is  at  prefent  very  flow. 

Agreeable  to  this  refolution,  a  little  after  four  this  morning,  we  dropped 
down  with  the  dream,  and  joined  her  ;  by  eight  w'e  difmiffed  the  yacht, 
with  a  letter  for  Mr.  Shaw,  telling  him  of  the  dep  we  had  taken,  and 
of  our  having  borrowed  her  fore-topfail,  to  make  us  a  cover  in  the  Sandal 
from  the  fun.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  paffed  the  tomb  of  a  reli¬ 
gious  perfon  to  the  left:  a  little  afterv.'ards  a  human  body  floated  by  us, 
which  probably  had  been  drowned  by  the  overfetting  of  a  Sandal.  This 
greatly  alarmed  our  Trackers,  who  fay,  that  accidents  of  this  kind 
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have  frequently  happened,  and  pofidvely  declared,  that  they  would 
not  proceed  any  farther  during  the  night,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  the 
like  fate.  At  half  pad  feven  therefore,  though  a  fine  moon-light  evening, 
M'e  made  our  velTel  fad  to  a  dake  fixed  on  the  diore;  we  got  our  camp- 
table  and  dools  out,  and  for  the  fird  time  eat  our  moriels  on  the  edge  of 
the  Defert. 

We  faw  to-day  many  ducks  and  one  pelican  j  the  banks  are  very  woody, 
or  rather  bufliy  •,  few  people  live  hereabouts,  only  jud  as  many  as  are  necef- 
fary  to  take  care  of  their  buffaloes,  which  are  numerous.  This  morning 
a  woman  fwam  acrofs  the  river,  which  here  was  eight  hundred  yards 
wide,  pufhing  a  baficet  before  her.  Mr.  Abns  Ihot  a  turtle  with  a  ball,  but 
our  fervants  told  us,  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  eat  of  it.  We  kept  all  night  a 
regular  watch.  Another  fmall  tracking  boat  rode  near  our  veffcl,  bound 
to  Hilla^  with  three  or  four  women,  and  perhaps  twenty  men ;  they  had 
two  or  three  mufleets  among  them,  and  as  many  brace  of  pidols  :  at  their 
coming  to  the  diore,  they  dilcharged  two  loaded  mufkets,  in  order  to 
let  the  robbers  know'  they  were  not  unarmed,  or  off  their  guard.— Ad¬ 
vanced  12  miles  to-day.  No  obfervation. 

At  half  after  four  in  the  morning,  we  began  to  track,  the  river  very 
ferpentine  and  rapid :  continued  working  till  nine  at  night,  when  we  made 
fad  to  the  fhore,  got  our  dools  and  table  adiore,  and  kept  a  dried  guard 
all  night.  Two  or  three  Arabs  with  lances,  came  and  made  a  great  noife, 
and  called  in  their  cattle  as  if  they  were  apprehenfive  of  lofing  them ;  we 
let  them  know,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  us,  unlefs  they  fhould 
become  troublefome  themfelves  •,  and  on  ordering  them  to  go  away,  they 
complied.  Got  twenty-one  miles  to-day.  Latitude  by  obfervation  32®  16' 
nortL 

At  half  pad  four  in  the  morning,  began  to  track.  At  eight  paffed  a 
village  called  Affca^  with  mud  houles,  encompafied  with  a  mud  wall  j  many 
"Date  and  other  fruit  trees  about  it.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is 
another  village,  and  a  pleafant  garden,  called  Tffidea.  At  eleven  paffed 
a  village  to  the  right  called  Vena-haara^  where  is  always  a  guard  of  foldiers  : 
foon  after,  paffed  another  village  on  the  fame  fide,  built  of  mud,  named 
Zada ;  the  river  water  here,  is  Ibmewhat  cleaner  than  heretofore.  At  one" 
in  the  afternoon,  went  by  two  villages  on  the  right,  one  called  CM/,  the 
other  *,  and  at  two  came  in  fight  of  Hilla.  Soon  after,  we  paffed 

a  river  on  our  left  called  Romya,  which  at  this  place  difeharges  itfelf 
into  the  Euphrates.  .  ^ 

A  little  before  four,  o’clock  we  got  up  pretty  near  to  the  governor  of 
Hilla^s  palace,  fituated  in  that  part  of  the  town  which  dands  on  the  left,  or 
fouth  fide  of  the  river.  Our  Sandal  carrying  no  guns,  we  could  only  falute 
with  five  bounces,  their  report  however  was  equal  to  that  of  a  four  pounder. 
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We  were  foon  furrounded  by  a  very  numerous  company  of  people,  of  boys, 
V— — ^  ejpecially  ;  even  the  women,  who  came  down  to  the  river  with  their  pitchers, 
for  water,  fatisfied  their  curiofity  by  looking  at  us  ;  moll  of  them  had 
their  faces  half  covered,  many  were  comely,  and  of  a  pretty  good, 
complexion.  The  men  in  general  were  well  made,  fome  are  white,  but 
moft  of  them  tawny.  We  had  been  but  a  very  little  while  near  the* 
Ibore,  before  one  of  the  governor’s  officers  came  to  bid  us  welcome  v, 
he  fat  with  us  on  a  ftool  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  took  care  the- 
crowd  ffiould  not  prefs  upon  us.  In  the  mean  time  we  fent  by  Mr., 
Hemet y  and  our  man  VertaUy  Mr.  Shaw’s  letter,  and  another  from  Aly  Aga 
they  foon  returned  with  the  governor’s  compliments,  and  an  invitation  for  us 
to  repair  to  the  Seraglio an  officer  with  a  fi-lver  and  high  cap,, 

came  alfo  to  condiidl  us. 

Notwithftanding  it  was  the  fall  of  the  Ramazan^  and  before  fun-fet,  we 
found  the  governor,  Chouder  Aga,  feated  on  a  carpet  in  his  porch,  at  the 
entrance  of  his  palace,  ready  to  receive  us ;  (he  was  about  forty  years  old, 
and  of  the  genteeleft  deportment)  he  bade  us  heartily  welcome,  thrice  ;  told 
us  we  ffiould  do  him  honour  by  taking  up  our  abode  at  his  houfe,  expreffed 
his  unfeigned  forrow  at  the  fatigues  and  difficulties  we  had  paffed  through,, 
of  which  he  faid  he  had  been  informed  three  days  ago,  hoped  we 
ffiould  reft  well  under  his  roof,  and  recover  our  loft  ftrength,  and  that  we 
might  depend  on  every  affiftance  in  his  power.  At  our  firft  coming  in,, 
he  obliged  us  immediately  to  feat  ourfelves  on  the  fide  of  the  porch,  oppofite 
to  him,  where  had  been  placed  a  carpet  and  cufliions.  The  rules  of  the 
faft,  were  ftill  farther  difpenfed  with,  for  coffee  was  brought  to  us,  as  foon- 
.  as  we  v^ere  feated.  In  the  courfe  of  the  interview,  he  faid,  as  every  people- 
had  their  different  manners,  and  he  could  not  but  be  a  ftranger  to  our’s,, 
lie  muft  defire  the  favour  of  us,  while  we  continued  with  him,  to  purfne 
our  ,own  inclinations  in  all  things,  but  efpecially  in  what  refpedted* 
refrefl^ments ;  he  ffiould  therefore  be  glad  if  we  would  trouble  ourfelves. 
to  dife6t  his  domeftics  what  fort  of  repaft  they  ffiould  provide  for  our* 
fupper.  We  replied  to  his  civilities,  but  begged  we  might  be  admitted  tos 
be  ferved  only  with  a  plate  of  what  was  the  ufual  provifions  of  his  family: 
upon  his  repeating  his  wiffies,  we  anfwered,,“  nothing  could  be  more  accept¬ 
able  than  a  common  Pillaw^'  (boiled  fowl  and  rice).  We  begged  indeed  the 
favour  of  being  accommodated  with  a  warm  Bagnio,  which  he  immediately 
ordered  to  be  got  ready,  and  direded  his  attendants  to  be  there  in  waiting  with 
Sherbet,  l^c-,  but  before  we*  went  to  the  bath,  he  ordered  his  people  to  ffiow 
us  the  apartments  that  were  provided  for  us  above  flairs.  We  then  took  our 
leave,  each  paying  the  other  the  moft  obliging  compliments  they  could  think 
of ;  but  the  ‘Turk  was  very  much  our  fuper.ior  in  this  fort  of  converfation. 

Our  rooms  were  the  beft  in  the  palace,  lofty,  with  painted  walls,  and 
gothic  arched  roofs.  We  were  accompanied  to  and  from  the  Bagnio,  by 
an  officer  carrying  a  filver-headed  ftaffi  At  our  return  to  the  Seraglio, 
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we  found  fix  or  eight  dlfhes  placed  upon  our  own  table,  with  our  ftools  fet  175^. 
round  it ;  and  though  the  whole  was  dreffed  after  the  TurkiJJo  manner,  it  was 
by  no  means  difagreeable  to  an  Englijh  palate.  An  intimation  was  aifo  given 
to  us,  that  the  governor  made  it  his  particular  requeft,  that  in  regard  to 
our  liquors,  we  would  be  quite  free  and  unreftrained.  This  was  carrying 
his  complaifance  to  a  great  height,  confidering  how  very  ftrift  the  regular 
Turks  are  on  this  article  :  we  doubted  at  firft,  whether  we  fhould  fend  for 
wine,  but  the  governor  having  interrogated  our.  domeftics,  and  learned  our 
common  practice,  repeated  his  requeft  by  a  mefifage  fent  on  purpofe. 

Chou-der  Aga  whilft  we  v/ere  at  fupper,  fat  on  a  terrace  at  Ibme  diftance  with 
^Teveral  of  his  principal  officers :  his  treafurer  accompanied  us  the  whole 
evening,  who  eat,  and  would  have  drank  wine  with  us  alfo  (as  he  v/hifpered 
to  our  interpreter)  had  he  not  been  furrounded  by  many  obfervers,  who  were 
alfembled  to  remark  our  cuftoms.  At  this  repaft,  both  before  and  after  fup¬ 
per  we  were  careful  to  fay  grace  ;  the  Turks  thought  it  a  very  odd  cullom, 

I  believe,  for  they  talked  to  one  another  about  it  a  good  deal.  We  fat  with¬ 
out  hats  while  at  our  meal,  and  the  treafurer,  who  feemed  to  have  fome 
drollery,  after  we  became  a  little  familiar  with  one  another,  pulled  off  his 
Turban  and  fat  uncovered  too-,  this  afforded  great  merriment  to  the  fpedlators, 
and  they  all  feemed  greatly  pleafed  with  our  manner  of  eating,  fo  different  from 
their  own,  for  they  never  make  ufe  of  knives  and  forks,  chairs  or  tables. 

Soon  after  the  cloth  was  taken  away,  a  meffenger  came  for  the  treafurer ; 
he  went,  but  prefently  returned  with  the  governor’s  refpefls  and  a  mef- 
fage,  importing,  that  “  as  it  was  his  real  wifh,  we  fhould  be  gay,  and  ufe 
his  houfe  as  our  own,  and  as  it  was  probable  his  prefence  might  be  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  us  j  he  therefore  had  taken  the  liberty  (begging  our  pardon  at 
the  fame  time)  to  withdraw  himfelf  to  the  Mufti's^  merely  to  convince  us, 
that  what  he  had  faid  about  our  being  free  and  unreftrained,  proceeded 
from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart,  and  he  flattered  himfelf,  that  we  would 
difplay  our  belief  of  his  fincerity,-  by  our  a6lions.”  Upon  receiving 
this  meffage,  the  bottle  paffed  about  very  brifldy;  the  governor’s  health 
was  drank,  and  a  chorus  fong  was  fung.  Among  the  lookers  on,  were  two 
young  gentlemen,  fon  and  nephew  to  the  governor,  and  for  each  of  them 
a  glafs  of  wine  w’as  ftolen,  which  they  drank  off  in  a  private  room.  We 
had  before  this  time,  given  in  by  an  Aga^  an  inventory  of  fuch  things  as 
were  neceffary  for  our  journey  to  Baghdad ;  and  the  treafurer  at  his  taking 
leave  this  evening,  told  us,  that  our  beafts,  provifions,  guards,  &c.  fhould 
be  ready  for  us  as  foon  as  poffible  in  the  morning  for  though  the  governor 
had  given  us  the  moft  prefling  invitation  to  fpend  a  few  days  with  him, 
yet  we  excufed  ourfelvcs  upon  account  of  the  hurry  we  were  in,  and  the 
neceffity  there  was  for  our  getting  forwards. 

It  was  five  in  the  afternoon  before  our  beafts  were  loaded,  and  we  ready  May  17. 
to  begin  our  journey. ,  We  had  very  handfome  provifion  made,  both 
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1^5^'  for  our  breakfaft  and  dinner*,  andj  in  the  morning,  on  the  fiippofition  we 

kj- — I  fhould  have  gone  earlier  than  we  did,  the  governor  again  broke  in  on  the 
rules  of  the  Fajl,  and  fcated  himfelf  in  his  porch,  with  a  defign  of  giving 
us  an  opportunity  of  taking  our  1  ave.  Our  whole  party  attended  him, 
except  myfelt  who  was  greatly  indifpofed  *,  but  I  afterwards  learnt  from 
them,  that  they  were  as  much  outdone  in  hyperbole  of  compliment  at 
this  fecond,  as  we  all  had  been  at  our  firfl  interview.  The  whole  of 
our  hold’s  behaviour  was  fuch,  as  greatly  to  prejudice  us  in  his  favour,  and 
we  wanted’only  a  proper  prefent  to  fend  him,  as  a  grateful,  acknowledge¬ 
ment  for  his  favours.  We  could  not  offer  him  money,  confident  with  the 
inflru(5lions  Mr.  Shaw  h-Af^  given  us,  and  of  every  thing  elfe  that  was  valu¬ 
able  we  had  dripped  ourfelves  a.tKarec,.  At  lad  our  good  friend  Mr.  Hemet 
Ipared  us  a  white  Shmd^  made  of  fine  goats  hair  from  Carminia^  and  worn 
much  in  habits  by  the  Furks  of  falhion  j  it’s  value  was.  about  fixteen  zechins 
or  eight  guineas  :  this,  with  an  handfome  apology,  w'as  fent  by  one 
of  his  domedics,  who  foon  returned  with  his  mader’s  compliments,  and 
“  That  he  hoped  we  were  convinced,  the  triding  fervices  which  he  had 
“  done  ITS,  proceeded  altogether  from  the  refped;  he  had  for  our  cha- 
‘‘  rafters,  and  frotn  his  friendfhip  to  Mr.  Shaw  *,  thefe  were  his  only  mo- 
“  tives,  for  endeavouring  to  become  ufeful  to  us  in  our  long  and  weari- 
“  fome  journey  :  that  he  had  done  nothing  with  an  intereded  view,  and  he 
flattered  himfelf  we  would  do  him  the  judice  to  believe  it  j  that  the 
“  prefent  which  we  had  been  fo  kind  as  to  make  him,  with  fuch  an  obliging 
“  apology,  was  the  more  acceptable  to  him,  as  it  was  greatly  expreffive 
of  our  fatisfaftion  in  his  conduft ;  that  he  made  not  the  lead  difficultv 
therefore  in  accepting  of,  and  was  infinitely  obliged  to  us  for  it.”  Such 
was  the  complaifant  and  polite  behaviour  of  this  Furkijh  governor,  which,  . 
to  fay  the  lead,  did  honour  not  only  to  himfelf,,  but  to  his  country. 

At  five  this  afternoon,  we  eroded  the  Euphrates  on  a  bridge  of  about  38 
boats,  attended  by  five  Eurkifl)  cavalry,  taking  our  route  for  Baghdad.  Wo 
made  up  a  little  Caravan  of  fifteen  camels,  thirteen  horfemen  well  armed, 

,  fix  mules  and  affes,  befides  our  proper  fervants.  Soon  after  leaving 
the  town  of  Hilla  (which  is  pretty  large,  but  bad  buildings,  and  fituated 
on  both  fides  of  the  river)  we  came  upon  a  fandy  plain,  and  travelled  a 
north-wed  courfe,  meeting  in  our  way.  feveral  hot  blads  from  the  Defer 1 1 
Mahoul-  at  ten  o’clock  we  arrived  at  a  poor  village  called  MahQul-Kaury^  .  about 
Kaury.  jiwelve  miles  from  HiUa  \  but  being  told  the  houfes  were  dirty,  and  fuJl'of 
*  vermin,  we  fpread  our  carpets  and  bedding  on  the  ground  ;  tripling  to  the 
clouded  canopy  of  heaven,  while  the  foldiers  kept  a  good  look-out.  The 
wind  blew  frefh  the  greated  part  of  the  night,  and  as  there  were  hills  of 
fand  very  near  us,  accumulated  by  the  winds  of  the  neighbouring  Defers^ 
our  bedding  was  well  covered  with  it.  When  I  rofe  in  the  morning,  I  was 
greatly  didrejpTed  with  third,  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  a  bilious  Diarrhcea  \  for,- 
tunately,  we  got  here  fome  goqd  milk,  both  at  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
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At  half  paft  five  this  morning,  we  refumed  our  march,  the  wind  blowing  ^75^* 

frefli  and  cold  •,  we  travelled  at  the  rate  of  near  three  miles  an  hour,  and  ’ - ^ 

at  ten  reached  the  Car avanferab  of  Efcardreati-,  a  ftrufture  for  the 

convenience  of  all  travellers  * :  but  our  guards  w'ould  not  let  us  enter,  it  Caravan- 
was  fo  filthy,  they  therefore  fpread  carpets  for  us  in  a  poor  man’s  houfe  juft  lerah. 
oppofire  to  it,  and  there  we  lay  down  to  reft.  Our  camels,  fervants,  and 
baggage,  which  had  been  hitherto  behind,  but  with  orders  to  go  on,  pafled  us 
about  eleven  and  at  twelve  at  noon,  we  were  called  upon  to  follow  them  ; 
but  finding  on  enquiry,  that  they  went  no  farther  this  evening  than  the 
next  ftage,  where  they  would  continue  till  midnight,  and  that  we  could 
eafily  overtake  them,  we  determined  to  tarry  here,  until  the  heat  of  the  day. 
was  over  i  and  fent  all  but  one  of  our  'Turkijh  foldiers,  as  an  efcort  to  the 
baggage.. 


At  a  little  before  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  mounted  ;  a  quarter  after  fix, 
came  up  with  our  camels,  which  had  been  put  into  a  large  Caravanferah  at  Horta  Cara- 
the  entrance  of  Horta^  a  fmall  rniferable  village,  with  only  five  or  fix  poor  vauierah., 
families  in  it.  This  public  place  of  reft  for  travellers  was  in  very  good 
order,  and  large  enough  to  receive  five  hundred  men,  befides  a  great  many 
beafts..  The  man  in  waiting  at  the  Caravanferah^  fupplied  us  with  ftraw  and 
water  for  our  cattle  ;  the  water  is  not  good,  therefore  travellers  always 
bring  fome  with  them  for  their  own  ufe,  as  we  did.  I.  got  fome  goats  milk 
iiere,  which  was  very  acceptable,  not  having  been  able  to  eat  any  thing 
but  milk,  fince  the  firft  evening  we  were  zt  Hilla.  I  was  much  harraflecl 
to-day  with  a  Dyfefitery^  attended  with  thirft.  Our  courfe  from  Efcandreau 
to  this  Caravanferah  has  been  about  N.  £.  We  pafted  many  travellers; 
the  road  is  broad  and  good,  the  country  flat,  and  hath  many  patl-ts  or 
tracks  of  camels,  but  no  cultivation  in  fight.  This  is  faid,  and  fupr 
poled  to  be  the  plain  in  the  land  of  Shinar<y  v^hexe  Babylon  once  ftood.  We 
walked  up  to  a  little  eminence^  where  we,  faw  a  vaft  quantity  of  broken- 
bricks  and  fome  cement* 


We  met  with  an  uncommon  field-moufe  here  of  a  very  light-grey  colour,- 
its  feet  much  longer  than  the  feet  of  our  mice,  with  a  fmall  long  tail, 
ending  broad,  and  forked  like  a  trident ;  feveral  of  our  company  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  catch  it,  but  the  creature  was  fo  fleet  and  quick,  in  it’s  turnings,  that 
it  efcaped  them,  and  hid  itfelf  in, a  hole  in  the  ground.  This  road  indeed 
abounds  in  hole?,,  and  about  them  are  a  great  many  green  birds,  in  fize  and 
make 'like  a  fwallow I  firft  thought,  that  in  thefe  little  burrows,  thole 


'  *  II  eaftern  nations  feem  always  to  have  had  a  peculiar  dirpofition  to  the  offices  of  hu¬ 
manity.  Their  manner  of  keeping  houfe  was  generally  near  a  highway,  purpofely  for  tho 
relieving  of  travellers ;  the  patriarchs  in  the  Old  Teftament  fit  at  their  gates  to  fee  thofe  who  pafs 
b}',  and  entreat  them  to  enter  into  their  houfes.  This  cordial  manner  of  invitation  is  particu¬ 
larly,  deferibed  in  the  i8th  and  19th  chapter  of  Genefs.  It  is  yet  a  piece  of  charity  frequent 
v<itk  the  'I'urkf  to  eted  Caravanjerahi  or  inns  for  the  reception^ of  travellers.” 

Poriig’s  Notes  ce.Kqmer’s  Iliad,  Book  vi. 

'  birds, 
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birds  roofted,  or  perhaps,  built  their  nefts;  but  going  farther  on.,  T  faw  fome 
land-crabs,  which  inclined  me  to  think,  that  the  holes  belonged  to  the 
crabs,  and  that  the  birds  hovered  about  them  for  food.  There  is  a  flirub 
here  of  about  two  feet  high,  the  leaves  of  which  in  make  and  tafte  are 
like  the  famphire  ;  alfo  a  Imaller  (hrub  which  produces  cotton.  We  travelled 
about  20  miles  to-day  :  courfe  N.  If  E. 

At  one  in  the  morning,  we  rofe,  and  began  to  pack  up  our  bedding ; 
the  camels  that  carried  the  other  baggage,  had  been  loaded  by  our  fervants 
about  midnight :  At  two,  we  fet  out  in  company  with  fome  additional  Arabs 
and  Turksy  who  with  their  loaded  mules  and  alTes,  took  up  their  lodg¬ 
ing  laft  night,  within  the  fame  hofpitable  walls.  At  five  we  reached  another 
Caravanferah  in  the  village  of  Azaup  •,  here  we  got  coffee,  and  two  quarts 
of  good  milk  warm  from  the  goats  :  this  morning,  the  air  was  fo  fliarp, 
that  I  was  glad  to  exchange  my  Camaline  with  Jenkins^  for  his  thick 
HuJJar  cloak.  At  this  place  we  found  a  fire  ready  to  make  our  coffee, 
and  were  refrefhed  by  Handing  before  it.  Here,  one  of  my  friends  was 
greatly  hurt,  by  feeing  one  or  two  pretty  women  employed  like  horfes  or 
alfes  (as  he  in  his  tendernefs  expreffed  it)  drawing  water  from  a  well ;  though 
even  in  England^  we  often  fee  offices  equally  laborious  and  mucH  more 
fervile,  performed  by  women.  Befides,  the  drawing  of  water  in  all  ages, 
and  over  all  Afia^  appears  to  have  been  the  bufinefs  of  women  ;  Homer 
fpeaks  of  princeffes  drawing  water  from  fprings,  and  waffling  with  their  own 
hands,  the  linnen  of  their  refpeflive  families.  We  know  that  the  woman 
of  Samaria.,  who  met  Jefus  at  JacoFs  well,  came  upon  this  very  errand, 
and  we  have  not  the  leaft  intimation  given  us  that  it  was  deemed  an  hard- 
fhip.  But  if  the  female  is  'fo  bad  off  in  this  country,  hard  alfo  is  the  def- 
tiny  of  the  poor  ‘Trackers !  who,  exclufive  of  the  continual  fears  they  are 
under  of  being  devoured  by  lions  and  other  wild  beafts,  muft  drag  like 
horfes,  through  briars,  bufhes,  water,  mud,  rufhes,  &c.  and  this  too  in 
the  coldefl  feafon,  and  the  darkeft  night.  Such  is  really  their  cafe,  and  there 
is  no  poffibility  of  avoiding  it,  efpecially  when  they  are  in  the  fervice  of  a 
Turkijh  galley. 

We  did  not  tarry  above  half  an  hour  at  this  Caravanferah.,  but  proceeded  - 
on  after  our  camels  ;  about  this  village  the  country  is  pleafant,  we  faw  a 
great  deal  of  wheat  growing,  and  large  numbers  of  cattle  grazing.  About 
fix  we  difeovered  the  Minarets  of  the  Mofques  in  Baghdad,  whofe  ftile  of 
building  is  not  much  unlike  the  monument  at  London. 

For  a  few  miles,  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  were  many  flocks  of  fheep, 
herds  of  goats,  and  other  cattle,  as  well  as  large  fpots  bearing  wheat; 
the  foil  all  along  is  good,  and  wants  only  a  little  induftry  to  cultivate 
and  improve  it.  The  diflance  between  the  Tygris  and  Euphrates  here,  we 
were  told,  is  not  more  than  fix  or  feven  miles,  confequentiy  by  letting  in 
the  water  from  thofe  two  rivers,  the  whole  might  be  made  extremely 

fruitful. 
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fruitful.  For  many  miles  back,  a  plain  open  country  Began,  and  fill 
continues  gently  to  afeend,  forming  a  hanging  level,  the  higheft  part  being 
towards  Baghdad.  At  feven  we  took  ncttice  of  a  building  to  our  left ;  and 
having  been  before  apprifed  of  it’s  fituation,  we  had  no  difficulty  in  deter¬ 
mining  it  to  be,  what  here  pafles  for  the  ruins  of  the  tower  of  Bald.  By 
the  affiftance  of  an  interpreter,  I  queftioned  our  TurkiJJj  foldiers  on  this 
fubjed,  who  anfwered  it  was  Nmrodks  tower.  They  faid  alfo,  upon  my 
pretending  to  know  nothing  of  Nimrod.,  that  he  was  once  a  king  of  the 
country,  but  long  before  their  Prophet  or  our  Prophet's,  time  that  he 
declared  war  againft  the  God  of  heaven,  and  in  his  foolifhnefs  and  pride, 
built  this  tower,,  with  intention  to  get  to  heaven,  and  make  v/ar  with  the 
Alraighty :  but  he  found  himfelf  deceived,  for  God  confounded  him  and 
his  machinations,  by  rending  the  building  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth 
and  that  this  ruin  had  been  permitted  to  remain  as  a  lafting  monument  of 
the  folly  of  man.,  and  of  the  power  of  God.  We  queftioned  the  foldiers 
alfo  about  the  confunon  of  languages,  but  of  that  they  appeared,  to  be  to¬ 
tally  ignorant  i  concluding  however  that  we  might  have  all  our  enquiries- 
anfwered  by  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  the  old  Perjian  books,  where 
all  the  particulars  of  this  remarkable  flory  were  fully  related. 

At  about  a  league  diftance  from  the  city  we  obferved  an  handfome  large 
green  tent,  with  two  fmall  ones ;  as  we  drew  nigher  to  them,  two  P urks 
mounted  on  very  handfome  light  grey  horfes,  richly  caparifoned,  rode  to¬ 
wards  us  full  fpeed,  fhewing  their  dexterity  in  the  Gereed.  Upon  their, 
coming  near  us,  they  flopped,  made  their  Salaam.,  and  gave  us  to  under- 
ftand,  that  they  came  from  thofe  tents,  and  were  in  the  fervice  of  Mr. 
Garden  and  Cojee  Raphael^  by  whom  they  were  ordered  to  wait  there  for 
our  reception.  We  rode  towards  the  tents,  difmounted,  and  entered  the 
largefl,  the  ground  of  which  was  covered  with  a  carpet.  An  Argile  or 
fmoking  tube,  and  coffee,  were  immediately  brought  us,  and  one  of  the^ 
P:^rks  galloped  towards  the  town  to  inform  his  mafters  of  our  arrival,  but 
both  the  gentlemen  appeared  very  foon,  and  on  their  coming  into  the  tent, 
were  fo  obliging  as  to  make  many  apologies  for  their  abfence  at  our  alight¬ 
ing,  it  having  been  entirely  owing  to  an  accident  they  met  with  upon  the 
road.. 

It  was  lucky  for  us  that  Mr.  Doidge  difpatched  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gardcm 
from  Hafca.,  otherwife  he  would  before  now  have  left  Baghdad,  and. 
been  on  his  way  to  Bajfora.  He  appears  to  be  an  accomplifhcd  young 
gentleman,  and  had  been  a  writer  in  the  company’s  fervice  at  Bombay  ;  was:- 
lately  appointed  fecond  at  Bajfora,  and  is  at  prefent  engaged  in  bufinefs  of 
eonfequence  at  Baghdad.  Cojee  Raphael  is  an  Armenian  merchant,  a  chrif- 
tian,  who  with  many  others  of  his  religion,  and  profeffion,  was  obliged  to 
retire  from  Perfia  on  account  of  it’s  troubles :  in  Mr.  Garden's  abfence,  thi^- 
gentleman  tranfafls  all  the  bufinefs  witli  the  Bafm  and  the  merchants  here, 
on.  account  of  Mr.  Shaw,  Thefe  two  gentlemen,  after  having  received  us 
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in  the  moil  hofpltable  manner,  perfuaded  us  to  fpend  the  heat  of  the  day 
in  the  tent,  which  was  placed  ciofe  to  the  edge  of  the  river  Tygris :  we  did, 
and  except  myl'elf  (who  was  too  ill  ro  partake  of  any  thing  but  milk) 
all  were  merry,  and  dined  very  comfortably  on  the  carpet,  where  was  placed 
an  excellent  cold  entertainment. 

By  the  advice  of  thefe  getitlemen,  our  party  dripped  themfelves  of  their 
^Turhans^  and  every  part  of  their  country  drefs,  and  put  on  hats  and  other 
JLuropeaji  habits.  Now  a  little  of  the  finery  fent  back  to  Bombay  from 
KareCy  was  wiihed  for.  I  was  apprehenfive  of  catching  cold,  and  therefore 
rode  towards  the  city  with  my  HuJ/hr-c\oak  and  Turban.  Before  we  got  to 
Baghdad,  we  pafied  over  a  creek  on  a  done  bridge  of  four  or  five  arches  ; 
very  many  were  -the  fpeclators  here,  and  much  their  furprize,  on  feeing 
fo  many  Frengees,  or  Franks,  (the  general  name  throughout  all  Turky  for 
Europeans)  and  by  the  pleakire  which  appeared  in  the  countenance  of  the 
boys,  it  feemed  they  had  never  been  fo  agreeably  entertained  before.  The 
hat,  the  hair  differently  drefied,  wig,  coat,  and  every  part  of  our  habits 
and  accoutrements,  even  the  horfe-whip  and  European  faddles,  were  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  cLiriofity  to  men  as  well  as  boys  •,  and  yet  not  the  lead  kind  of  in¬ 
civility  paffed  from  any  one  of  them.  Such  a  number  were  never  feen  here 
before  in  European  dreffes,  for  the  few  who  tarry  any  length  of  time, 
put  themfelves  into  the  Turhjh  habit;  but  this  would  have  been  very  im¬ 
prudent  in  us,  on  account  of  our  fhort  day,  and  of  the  great  expence;  two 
complete  and  genteel  fuits  would  not  have  cod  lefs  than  near  an  hundred 
pounds.  From  the  want  of  them  however  we  are  to  be  in  a  manner 
prifoners,  for  our  polite  countryman  Mr.  Garden  would  not  have  us 
degrade  the  EngliJJo  name  (which  is  here  in  high  repute)  by  going 
into  the  dreets  on  foot,  and  our  horfe-furniture  at  prefent  is  much  too 
mean  to  appear  with  ;  fo  that  only  one  or  two  of  us  at  mod  can  go  out 
properly  mounted  at  a  time,  that  is,  with  managed  horfes,  gayly  capari- 
foned  with  trappings  of  gold  or  diver  all  over  their  heads  and  creds',  very 
rich  laced  or  embroidered  faddle  cloths,  gilt  or  diver  dirrups,  &c.  &c. 
The  Turk  never  rides  with  a  whip,  he  either  has  a  dick  for  gereeding,  or 
fpear  for  aftual  war 

About 


*  The  Gereedh  an  exercife,  which  confifts  in  a  man’s  dextronfly  throwing  a  lance  at  an  an- 
tagonift,  and  avoiding  at  the  fame  time  that  thrown  againft  himfelf.  This  is  always  done  on 
horfe-back,  and  at  full  fpeed,  the  rider  throwing  himfelf,  when  in  danger,  under  the  horfe’s 
belly,  or  under  the  cover  of  his  fide,  ever  keeping  himfelf  from  falling,  by  an  expert  ufe  of 
the  foot  which  is  Hill  retained  in  one  of  the  llirrups.,  and  by  taking  hold  with  his  hands  of 
the  horfe’s  mane,  the  girth,  or  fome  other  part  of  the  faddlo  furniture.  As  foon  as  he  finds 
that  he  has  eluded  his  adverfary’s  lance,  he  throws  himfelf  upon  the  horfe’s  back  again,  and 
rides  after  the  weapon,  which  juft  before  had  been  directed  at  him.  This  he  contrives  to 
ihatch  from  off  the  ground,  even  while  his  horfe  is  in  full  career,  and  then  in  his  turn  pur- 
fues  and  attacks  his  enemy  with  it.  Thiis  the  combat  continues,  until  one  or  other  is 
ftruck,  and  fuppofed  to  be  killed,  wounded,  or  taken  prifoner.  When  this  manoeuvre  is  only 
performed  in  fport,  they  make  ufe  of  a  Hick,  inftead  of  a  lance.  It  is  the  Tarir  principal  mar- 
iial  exercife,  and  they  greatly  pride  themfelves  in  doing  it  expertly.  Their  horfes  are  in  com¬ 
mon. 
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About  five  in  the  evening,  we  entered  the  old  town,  or  that  which  lies 
weft  of  the  Tygris.  We  pafled  the  river  by  a  bridge  of  thirty-nine  boats, 
floored  with  Date  trees,  flags,  horfe-dung,  and  flime  or  mud  ;  it  is  very 
badly  railed.  This  bridge  brought  us  to  the  new  city,  on  the  eaft  of  the 
river.  Both  cities  are  built  with  bricks,  and  mud  ;  this  on  the  eaft  fide  is 
walled  round.  The  public  buildings  are  better  than  thpfe  of  Bajfora  *,  but 
the  beft  would  be  efteemed  unfit  for  a  private  gentleman  of  a  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  in  England.  The  ftreets  are  very  narrow,  the  Bazars  long, 
generally  roofed  in  the  gothic  tafte,  but  fome  which  have  been  lately  re¬ 
paired  or  rebuilt,  are  only  clumfily  covered  with  Date  trees,  and  mud  :  holes 
are  left  in  the  roof  at  certain  diftances,  for  the  admittance  of  light  and  air. 
At  fix  we  got  to  Mr.  Garden's  houfe.  Soon  after,  I  drank  fome  milk,  and 
went  to  bed,  not  a  little  fatigued. 

The  following  are  the  refpeftive  diftances  of  the  principal  places,  lying 
on  the  Euphrates.)  between  Bajfora  and  Baghdad, 

From  Bajfora  to  Coma  —  — 

From  Coma  to  Cota  —  —  — 

From  Cota  to  Semava  —  —  — , 

From  Semava  to  Lembloon  —  — 

From  Lembloon  to  Hafca  —  —  — 

From  Hafca  to  Hill  a  —  — 

From  Hilla  to  Baghdad,  —  —  — 

Total 

m6n,  about  fourteen  hands,  or  fourteen  and  a  half  high,  handfome,  light,  and  fpirited. 
They  never  dock  their  tails,  and  it  is  reckoned  a  difgrace  for  a  gentleman  or  foldier  to  mount 
a  gelding  or  a  mare. 
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69 
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CHAP.  III. 


Account  of  thofe  noxious  hlajis^  called  Samlels. — Defcription  of  a  Takht  Revan,, 
— Account  of  Baghdad. — Anecdotes  of  Solyman  the  governor^  and  of  Selim? 
Balha  Gourdiftan. — Military  Jlrength  of  Baghdad. — Obfervations  on  the' 

Turks. — Defcription  of  three  ancient  ruins  called  Tauk  KelTera,  Kurmam 
Shah,  and  NimrodV  Tower, 


TO  our  great  mortification  the  Aleppo  Caravan  had  left  Baghdad  twenty 
days  before  our  arrival.  This  was  a  melancholy  piece  of  news  to* 
every  one  of  us,  but  efpecially.  to  me,  on  account  of  my  ill‘  ftate  of  health. 
The  weather  was  already  too  warm,  and  the  profpedl  before  us  of  waiting 
Hill  longer  before  we  could  begin  our  journey  over  the  Defert,  could  not- 
fail  to  make  us  very  uneafy.  Our  old  friend  Mr.  Hemet  ufed  his  utmofl: 
endeavours  to  prevail  upon  me  not  to  leave  this  place  till  the  month'^of  Obto^ 
her  \  he  urged  my  prefent  bad  ftate  of  health,  the  increafing  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  but.  above  all  the  danger  of  our  meeting  with  thofe  noxious  blafts,  cal¬ 
led  in  the  Arabian  language  Samiels ;  hot  and  fudden  gufts  of  wind,  to  which- 
travellers  are  expofed  in  palfmg  the  Defert  of  Arabia  \  by  fome  fuppofed 
to  be  the  deftruftive  Raft  Wind  mentioned  in  Job^  and  fome  of  the  Bror 
phets.  They  fometimes  blow  about  the  middle  of  Jmie,  but  more 
frequently  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguji^  when  they  commonly  bring 
inftantaneous  death  to  every  man  and  beaft;  that  happens  to  ftand  with  his- 
face  towards  them.  Providentially,  a  certain  though  Ihort  warning  of  their 
approach  is  given,  by  a  fenfible  alteration  of  the  air.  When  this  is  per¬ 
ceived,  all  travellers,  together  with  their  horfes,  camels,  i^c.  muft,  as  the 
only  means  of  fafety  lie  proftrate  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  their 
feet  towards  the  SamieU  and  thus  continue  till  iris  pafled.  ’This  peftilentiaL 
vapour  flies  fwift,  and  commonly  does  not  expand  itfelf  far  *,  it’s  ftreamSv 
are  of  no  great  breadth,  fo  that  travellers  at  a  few  miles  diftance  from  each, 
other  are  expofed  to  different  Samiels,  and  fome  are  fo  fortunate  as  entirely 
to  efcape  them*.. 

This- 

*  This  hot  wind,  peculiar  Xo  xYit  De/ert  oi  Jrahiat  is  called  in  Arabian  language,  Sa~ 
miel :  it  blows  over  the  Defert  in  the  months  of  July  and  Augujiy  from  the  N.  W.  quarter,  and, 
fometimes  it  contiaues.with  all.it’i  violence. to, the. very  oi  Baghdad, ,h\xi  never  affeds, 

any. 
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This  morning  we  were  vlfited  by  many  Armenian  zndi  Ttaliau  mer-  *75^* 
chants  ;  our  future  journey  naturally  became  the  fubjedl  of  converfation, 
and  there  were  as  many  different  opinions  as  there  were  men  ;  however,  all  ^ 
agreed  with  Mr.  Hemet^  that  unlefs  we  could  fet  off  at  fartheft,  by  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  June^  we  muff  find  the  Defert  extremely  diftreffing,  and  very  dan¬ 
gerous.  One  or  two  propofed  our  going  by  the  way  of  Moful  and  Dtarbekir  ; 
from  which  laft  place  we  might  eafily  get  either  to  Aleppo  or  Confianti- 
Ttople.  They  told  us,  it  was  almoft  certain,  that  at  Moful  we  fiiould  join 
the  great  Caravan^  which  left  Baghdad  about  three  weeks  ago  for  that  city, 
Diarbekir^  and  llocat^  but  would  be  obliged  to  wait  at  Moful  twenty  days  : 
they  propofed  we  fhould  make  it  known  that  we  were  to  take  that  route, 
as  the  merchants  would  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity,  and  fit  out  a 
Caravan  to  join  us,  and  thereby  we  fiiould  mutually  ftrengthen  and  affift 
each  other.  We  objefted,  that  this  would  be  a  tedious  method;  they  re-* 
plied,  that  we  might  travel  by  ourfelves,  and  with  entire  fafety,  pro¬ 
vided  we  took  the  Bajha's  paffport  with  us,  and  a  proper  officer  to  fee  that 
the  orders  contained  in  it  were  put  in  execution.  The  Italian  merchant 
Michael^  affured  us  that  travelling  thus,  we  might  reach  Conftantinople,  or, 
as  the  Turks  all  it,  Stamboul^  in  thirty-five  days.  The  thoughts  of  avoiding 

any  body  within  the  walls.  Some  years  it  does  not  blow  at  all,  and  in  othera,  it  appears  fix, 
eight,  or  ten  times,  but  feldom  continues  more  than  a  few  minutes  at  a  time.  It  often  pafies 
with  the  apparent  quicknefs  of  lightning. 

The  Arabians  and  Perjians,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  appearance  of  the  Iky,  at  or  near 
the  time  this  wind  arifeth,  have  warning  of  it’s  approach  by  a  thick  haze,  which  appears  like 
a  cloud  of  dull  arifing  out  of  the  horizon  ;  and  they  immediately  upon  this  appearance, 
throw  l^emfelves,  with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  continue  in  that  pofition  till  the  wind 
is  pafied,  which  frequently  happens  almolt  inftantaneous ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
not  careful  or  brifk  enough  to  take  this  precaution,  which  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  and  they  get 
the  full  force  of  the  wind,  it  is  inftant  death.  I 

The  abov-e  method  is  the  only  one  which  they  take  to  avoid  the  efFefls  of  this  fatal  blaft^ 
and  when  it  is  over,  they  get  up  and  look  round  them  for  their  companions,  and,  if  they  fee 
^ny  one  lying  motionlcfs,  they  take  hold  of  an  arm  or  leg,  and  pull  and  jerk  it  with  fome 
force  ;  and  if  the  limb  thus  agitated  feparates  from  the  body,  it  is  a  certain  fign  that  the  wind 
has  had  it’s  foil  effeft  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  arm  or  leg  does  not  come  away,  it  is 
a  fure  fign  there  is  life  remaining,  although  to  every  outward  appearance  the  perfon  is  dead  ; 
and  in  that  cafe,  they  immediately  cover  him  or  them  with  cloaths,  and  adminifter  fome  warm 
diluting  liquor  to  canfe  a  perlpiration,  which  is  certainly,  but  fiowly  brought  about. 

'Thf  Arabs  themfelvcs  can  4y  little  or  nothing  about  the  nature  of  this  wind,  only  that  it 
always  leaves  behind  it  a  very  ftrong  fulphureous  fmell,  and  that  the  air  at  thefe  times  is  quite 
clear,  exxept  about  the  horizon,  in  the  N.  W.  quarter,  before  obferved,  which  gives  warning 
of  it’s  approach. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  whether  the  dead  bodies  are  fcorched,  or  diflblved  into  a  kind 
of  gelatinous  fubftance  j  but  from  the  ftories  I  have  heard,  there  has  been  frequent  reafon  to 
believe  the  latter ;  and  in  that  cafe,  I  fhould  attribute  fuch  fatal  effefts  rather  to  a  noxious  va¬ 
pour,  than  to  an  abfolute  and  exceflive  heat.  The  llory  of  it’s  going  to  the  gates  of  Baghdad 
and  no  farther,  may  be  reafonably  enough  accounted  for,  if  the  effedls  are  attributed  to  a  poi- 
fonous  vapour,  and  not  an  exceflive  heat. 

The  above-mentioned  wind,  Samiely  is  fo  well  known  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baghdad  and 
B<ilforay  that  the  very  children  fpeak  of  it  with  dread. 

Letter frosn  an  officer  in. the  fernjiceof  the  Eaft  India  company  to  a. 
y>vW/«  London,  Annual  RegUler,  J766, 
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theDefert^  and  feeing  the  metropolis  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  vyere  circumftanccs 
very  flattering  to  us  :  with  avidity  we  adopted  the  propofal,  but  our  pleafure 
was  of  fhort  duration  !  others  pofitively  declaring,  that  the  country  through 
which  we  were  to  pafs,  was  fiill  in  the  utmofl  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions ; 
tliat  a  fatal  ficknefs  had  taken  place  in  confequence  of  the  famine  j  befides 
w'hich,  there  was  at  prefent  a  civil  war  in  Moful^  and  the  whole  country 
about  it  extremely  infeftcd  with  robbers  from  the  Sanjac  mountains,  there¬ 
fore  it  would  be  impradlicable  to  travel  without  a  large  Caravan.  After  a 
calculation  of  time  had  been  made,  it  appeared  that  it  would  take  two  months 
before  we  could  reach  Stamboul,  fo  the  fcheme  oi Michael  dropped. 

Two  reverend  fathers,  Fidelle  an  Italian.,  and  Ange  a  Frenchman.,  paid  us 
this  morning  alfo  a  vifit,  with  the  compliments  of  Emanuel  the  Roman 
bifhop  of  Babylon.,  and  of  the  French  conful  at  Baghdad ;  who  congratulated 
us  on  our  fafe  arrival,  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  Monf.  Perdria\  letter, 
and  aflfured  us  of  his  lordfhip  being  devoted  to  our  fervice.  The  fathers 
could  determine  nothing  fully  in  refped  to  our  future  journey  *,  all  ways 
were  ftated,  and  each  appeared  to  have  great  difficulties.  We  therefore 
haftened  to  vifit  the  biffiop,  in  hopes  he  would  be  able  to  help  us  to  fix  on 
fome  decifive  method.  \Ve  found  him  a  lively,  well-bred,  fenfible  man,  be¬ 
tween  fifty  and  fixty  years  of  age;  very  communicative,  wilfiing  to  advife  us 
for  the  belt,  but  open  enough  to  declare,  he  hardly  knew  how.  He  men¬ 
tioned  a  common  faying  in  France.,  Be  cautious  how  you  give  advice  in  what 
relates  to  marriages.,  and  then  faid,  notwithftanding  the  prudence 

of  the  maxim  in  general,  in  the  prefent  cafe  he  would  deliver  his  fenti- 
ments  with  all  freedom.  He  told  us  a  piece  of  news  juft  come  to  town, 
of  a  Caravan  having  been  robbed  between  Moful  and  Diarbekir  ;  he  ex- 
preflTed  his  apprehenfions  of  the  rifle  we  fhould  run  from  the  heat,  and  the 
peftiferous  wind  of  the  Defert,  provided  we  did  not  fet  out  by  the  tenth 
or  twelfth  of  next  month  at  fartheft ;  but  feemed  to  think,  that  if  we  could 
get  away  by  that  time,  and  would  be  at  the  expence  of  litters,  or  as  they 
are  called  here  Takht  Revans.,  or  moving  thrones.,  we  might  perform  our 
journey  without  any  great  degree  of  danger  or  fatigue. 

As  this  was  not  a  time  for  ns  to  think  much  about  faving  money,  we 
confented  to  the  propofal ;  and  as  a  Jew  was  then  fitting  out  a  fmall  Caravan 
for  Aleppo,  and  faid  it  fhould  depart  in  eight  or  ten  days  without  fail,  and 
with  it  would  go  an  Arab  conduftor  of  good  chara(fter,  well-known  to 
Meflfs.  Shaw  and  Garden,  we  now  feemed  refolved  to  accompany  him.  The 
bifliop  promifed  us  to  look  out  for  one  of  thofe  litters,  recollecfting  that  a 
Furk  of  his  acquaintance  fome  little  time  before  purchafed  fuch  a  thing  for 
an  intended  religious  journey. 

May  21.  The  Bifliop  returned  our  vifit  this  morning,  accompanied  by  father 
Fidelle ;  he  apologifcd  for  putting  it  off  fo  long,  faying,  he  was  prevented 

from 
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from  waking  upon  us  laft  night,  having  been  on  the  look-out  for  the  ^akht  i75^* 
Revan^  but  the  Turk  had  parted  with  it,  for  a  journey  to  Mecca.  ^ 

The  Arab  condudbor  of  the  intended  expedition,  whofe  name  is  Halil 
Swylem^  was  alfo  with  us  this  morning,  and  promifed  to  fet  off  with  his 
little  Caravan  in  eight  days  at  fartheft,  as  the  Jezv^  goods  were  daily  ex- 
pe6led  from  Bajfora.  We  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation,  and  at  lalt,  - 
by  the  alTiftance  of  Mr.  Garden,  itruck  a  bargain  with  him  on  the  following 
conditions. 

Five  Camels  for  the  carriage  of  {lores  in  twenty-one  bafkets.  Four  Camels 
for  fourteen  portmanteaus,  three  of  which  arc  common  Englifi  ones,  the 
others  are  made  of  canvas,  with  our  bedding,  linen,  and  a  tent.  Six 
Camels  for  water  for  ourfelves  and  fervants,  who  (including  the  two  country 
Chrifiians')  make  up  ten  perfons.  Three  horfes,  and  two  mules.  Ont  Camel 
for  carrying  corn  for  the  beaks.  One  Camel  for  carrying  two  covered  cradles 
on  its  back,  for  the  occafional  relief  of  our  European  fervants.  One  Camel 
for  carrying  a  clafp  table,  fix  clafp  kools,  a  tent,  eighteen  poles,  and  pins, 
a  neceflary  tent,  and  other  little  matters. 

Piafiires. 

For  eighteen  Camels,  at  50  piakres  each  —  —  —  500 

For  as  many  Camels  or  Mules  as  fhall  be  neceffary  to  carry  two 

T akht  Rjevans,  each  to  hold  two  perfons  — —  —  500 

Total  —  1400 

It  was  alfo  agreed  between  us  and  awx  Arab  condudlor,  that  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  above  fourteen  hundred  pialtres,  he  (hall  do  his  utmok  to  bring 
us  fafe  to  Aleppo ;  that  he  fhall  himfelf  difcharge  all  contingent  expences 
to  the  feveral  Sheicks  of  the  Arabs  whom  we  might  chance  to  meet  with  ; 
and  we  are  not  to  be  called  on  for  money  for  foldiers,  or  on  any  other 
account  v/hatfoever  refpeding  the  journey.  — If  at  our  arrival  at  Aleppo, 

Habil  Swylem  (liall  have  deferved  it,  then  at  our  pleafure,  to  prefent  him  with 
a  drefs  or  two.  He  is  alfo  to  find  fervants  -for  the  care  of  our  cattle,  who 
are  to  pitch  and  krike  our  tents,  and  do  all  other  offices,  except  that  of 
dreffing  our  vidluaisi  the  faid  Arab  is  alfo  to  provide  us  with  fewel*  and 
water. 

Monday, 
May  22. 

Mr.  Doidge  was  very  bufy  to-day  in  finifhing  a  promifed  draught  of  the  May  23. 
windings  of  the  river  Euphrates  from  Bfijfora  to  Hilla,  for  Aly  Aga  governor 
of  Hafca. 

*  The  fewel  to  be  met  with  on  the  De/ert,  chiefly  confifls  of  camels  dung,,  and  fometimes 
a  fmall  fluub. 

>Ye 


Nothing  particular  happened. 
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'We  were  now  very  uneafy  at  the  Jew's  goods  not  being  arrived,  and  . 
the  more  fo,  as  it  was  hinted  to  us,  that  his  Caravan  will  not  be  ready  to 
fet  out  for  at  lead  a  month,  which  would  render  it  unfafe  for  us  to 
proceed. 

In  the  afternoon  we  paid  the'bilhop  a  fecond  vifit,  and  prayed  Mr.  Garden 
to  fend  to  the  Jew  merchant,  revoking  an  order  before  given  him,  to  pay 
the  Jrab  on  our  account,  fourteen  hundred  piaftres.  About  leven  in  the 
evening  we  heard  from  our  'Terrace  the  report  of  two  fmall  cannon,  and  a 
little  after  eight  the  Jew  came  and  acquainted  us  that  his  goods  were  arrived. 
We  told  him  our  apprehenfions  •,  he  declared  that  he  fliould  have  his 
merchandife  all  ready  to  put  on  the  Camels  in  three  or  four  days,  and  after 
that  it  would  reft  with  Habil  Swylem  to  lade,  difpatch  and  depart:  which 
he  heartily  wilhed  on  his  own  account,  as  well  as  ours,  could  be  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,,  as  till  then,  the  expence  of  keeping  three  hundred  Camels  would 
be  a  great  drawback  on  the  merchant’s  profit.  We  found  he  had  already 
advanced  Arab  eight  hundred  piaftres  on  our  account,  but  we  defired  him 
to  ftop  his  hand. 

Habil  Swylem  came  to  us  this  morning  with  the  Jew  merchant-,  the  firft 
promifed  to  enter  into  a  written  agreement,  that  if  he  does  not  go  hence 
in  ten  days,  he  will  repay  .the  fourteen  hundred  piaftres  on  demand,  and 
the  contrail  at  ‘our  pleafure  fhall  be  void :  we  commiflioned  the  Jew  to 
get  this  agreement,  and  the  whole  of  our  former  contradt  with  the  Arab-^ 
committed  to  paper  in  xht  . Arab's  own  language,  and  figned  by  him. 

Cojee  Raphael  ordered  a  'Takht  Revan  to  be  brought  for  our  infpeftion ; 
we  found  it  too  ftiort,  and  too  little  in  every  refpeft  for  our  purpofe,  but 
the  bifiiop  fent  us  carpenters  to  make  new  ones  out  of  the  wood  that  Mr. 
Carden  had  bought  for  the  occafion :  each  is  to  be  large  enough  to  hold 
two  perfons,  and  is  to  be  fix  feet  long,  four  broad,  and  five  in  height,  arched 
at  the  top  with  thin  boards,  over  which  we  purpofe  to  put  hides,  the  better 
to  Ihelter  us  from  the  fun  -,  the  fides  are  to  be  letticed  for  the  convenience  of 
admitting  air-,  the  infide  is  to  be  lined  with  green  linen,  and  the. machines 
are  to  be  fixed  upon  two  poles,  and  carried  b^y  two  mules. 

The  conveniences  for  travelling  in  Turky  are  confined  to  the  Takht  Re- 
van^  Cage^  or  Cradle^  horfes,  afles,  and  camels.  Takht  Revans  we  are 
informed,  are  only  allowed  to  people  of  the  firft  rank,  unlefs  on  very  par¬ 
ticular  occafions,  fuch  as  3  journey  to  Mecca,  ^c. — The  Kahier,  or  prime 
minifter’s  wife  at  Baghdad,  had  lately  one  made  for  her  own  ufe  -,  but  foon 
after  it  was  finilhed,  ftie  received  .a  mefiage  with  .the  Haram's  *  compliments, 
defiring  to  be  informed  what  vehicle  was  now  left  by  which  it  was  poflible 


•  Haram  is  ufed  either  for  the  Bajha's  chief  wife,  or  for  the  place  where  his  wives  refice. 
Harram,  fignifies  prohibited,  or  unlawful  in  refpeft  to  men, 
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for  the  Bajha's  lady  to  manifeft  the  fuperiority  of  her  rank  over  the  Kah'ier^ 
wifej  and  intimating,  that  if  flie  was  unacquainted  with  any  other  method 
for  keeping  up  the  diitinftion  between  them,  (as  the  Haram  herfelf  con* 
fclTed  fhe  wholly  was)  it  would  be  efteemed  obliging  in  her  to  lay  afide 
all  thoughts  of  making  ufe  of  the  Takht  Revan  Ihe  had  ordered  to  be 
built. — The  compliance  of  Kahier's  lady  was  unavoidable,  and  pro¬ 
bably  fo  was  her  mortification. 

Our  friend  Mr.  Hemet  came  and  excufed  hlmfelf,  for  having  been  three  days 
abfent,  owing  chiefly  becaufe  he  could  not  walk  the  ftreets  in  an  European 
habit,  without  inlults  from  the  boys  on  which  account,  and  as  he  is  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  move  his  family  hence  till  October ^  he  is  preparing  for  himfelf 
a  country  habit.  The  Arab  fold  us  yefterday,  he  would  be  ready  to  leave 
this  place  with  our  party  in  a  very  few  days,  if  we  thought  fit  j  and  advifcd 
our  advancing  as  far  as  Aet^  a  place  fome  few  leagues  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Euphrates^  and  there  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  his  Caravan :  he  propofed 
this,  he  faid,  as  a  means  of  our  getting  pall  the  moil  dangerous  part  of  the 
whole  journey,  in  refpefl  to  xhtSamiel  wind.  Taking  the  thing  for  granted,, 
we  feemed  to  reliih  the  fcheme,  but  the  biihop  who  paid  us  a  vifit  this 
morning  unattended,  dilTuaded  us  from  it,  faying  there  was  no  more  danger 
between  this  place  and  Aet^  than  between  that  and  Aleppo ;  and  he  hoped, 
if  Swylem  kept  his  word,  or  even  if  he  fiiould  not  exceed  above  five  or  fix 
days  of  his  time,  we  might  with  the  precautions  already  taken,  go  on  hap¬ 
pily  enough  but  was  altogether  for  our  flaying  till  the  Caravan  fet  off,  left 
after  our  departure,  the  condudlor,  though  reckoned  a  good  fort  of  man: 
in  his  way,-fhould  play  us  fome  flippery  trick. 

The  afternoons  are  very  Hot  now  in  the  city;  the  ftreets  are  fo  narrow,, 
and  the  walls  fo  high,  that  the  common  houfes  are  quite  fuffocating.  That 
which  we  live  in,  has  a  very  comfortable  hall,  five  feet  below  the  ground. 
This  evening  was  very  pleafant,  we  fpent  it  as  we  do  all  others  with  our 
agreeable  hoft'  on  the  Aerrace.  He  fleeps  there  in  the  night,  but  none  of  us 
have  as  yet  followed  his  example.  I  am  now,  Deo  gratias !  quite  well :  but 
my  dear  friend  Mr.  Doldge  is  fomewhat  indilpofed;  he  coughs  and  fpits,  which 
makes  me  fear  it  to  be  the  firft  attack  of  a  confumption.. 

Mr.  Garden  had  a  prefent  fent  him  from  the  Seraglio  of  two  pounds  of 
Ghee^  brought  from  the  Perftan  mountains,  dillance  fix  days  journey.  We 
are  at  prefent  fupplied  with  pretty  good  apples  and  apricots  from  fome 
gardens  which  are  fituated  by  the  fide  of  the  river  near  Hilla  \  and  in  thofe 
gardens  are  vines,  date,  and  other  fruit  trees  ;  grapes  and  plumbs  will  be 
ripe  in  a  few  days.  Our  table  is  furnifhed  with  plenty  of  cucumbers,  and. 
berenjoles  •,  but  cabbages  are  paft,  fo  are  beans  and  peas :  the  river  affords  • 
filh,  but  they  are  not  firm. 
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Mr-  Alms  and  I  rofe  at  four  this  morning,  and  took  a  ride  round  both 
towns,  accompanied  by  the  bifiiop  and  Mr.  Garden.  We  were  about  an 
hour  and  three  quarters  in  compaifing  the  old  town,  which  we  judged  to 
be  near  hve  miles  in  circumference;  the  other,  which  lies  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  Tygris.,  and  is  not  quite  fo  large,  took  us  up  an  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes.  The  bifiiop  thinks  they  both  contain  about  four  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  fouls. '  He  was  not  clear  as  to  the  precife  time  when  they 
were  built;  but  what  is  called  the  new  town,  is  lefs  ancient  than  the  other 
When  the  emperor  Amurath  took  Baghdad  from  the  Perjians.^  he  fet  about 
fortifying  this  part.  It  is  furrounded  with  a  good  wall,  with  many  turrets, 
and  a  parapet  for  muflcetry ;  it  has  alfo,  at  certain  diftances,  nine  baftions, 
each  mounting  eight  brafs  guns,  but  in  bad  order,  and  of  irregular  fizes, 
procured  from  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  gulph  of  Perfta ;  fome 
were  caft  in  Germany.^  fome  in  Perfia.^  and  others  in  Holland.  His  lord- 
fliip  told  me,  he  believed  there  might  be  in  the  city,  mounted,  or  on 
the  ground,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cannon.  Before  the  wall  is  a  good 
ditch,  and  an  indifferent  glacis;  the  ditch  is  dry,  unlefs  in  a  fmall  part, 
where  fome  water  remains  from  the  laft  rains,  in  which  we  obferved  the 
Turks  to  be  walhins:  their  linen :  this  accounts  for  the  miferable  colour 

O 

of  our’s  wafhed  at  Baghdad.  Through  this  ditch  a  conftant  run  of  water 
might  eafily  be  brought  from  the  river,  had  the  T iirks  the  lead:  inclination 
to  add  to  the  ftrengch  of  the  place,  or  rather  were  they  not  fo  extremely 
indolent,  and  inattentive  to  their  own  fecurity;  and  yet,  inconfiderable  as 
the  fortifications  of  Baghdad  are,  the  famous  Nadir  Shah,  or  Kuly  Khan, 

*  Prideaux  in  his  connedlion  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament  has  fatisfadorily  cleared  up 
this  point. 

“  Perchance,  fays  he,  the  giving  of  the  name  of  Babylon  to  Scleucia,  was  that  which  gave 
life  to  the  prefent  vulgar  error,  that  Baghdad^?,  now  fituated  in  the  very  place,  where  formerly  old 
Babylon  flood.  For  when  Baghdad  was  firft  built,  it  truly  was  upon  the  fame  plat  of  ground, 
where  formerly  Seleucia,  or  new  Babylon  flood.  For  as  old  Babylon  was  exhaufted  by  Seleucia, 
fo  afterwards  was  Heleucia  by  Ctejiphon  and  Almadayen,  and  thefe  two  again  by  Baghdad',  it 
being  the  humour  of  the  princes  of  thofe  ages,  to  build  new  cities  to  be  monuments  of  their 
names,  and  to  defolate  old  ones  in  the  neighbourhood  for  the  peopling  of  them.  By  this 
means  Seleucia  being  reduced  to  defolation,  as  well  as  Babylon,  at  the  time  when  Abu  Jaafar 
AlmanJ'ur,  Caliph  or  emperor  of  the  Saracens,  begun  his  reign  (which  was  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  feven  hundred  and  fifty-four)  it  had  nothing  upon  it  but  the  cell  of  a  chrifliaa  monk, 
called  Dad,  and  a  garden  joining  to  it.  From  whence  it  had  the  name  of  Baghdad,  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  that  country,  the  Garden  of  Dad.  And  upon  this  place  was  the  city  firft  built, 
which  hath  ever  fince  been  called  by  this  name  of  Baghdad.  For  the  fame  Almanfur  being 
yefolved,  out  of  diflike  to  Hafhemia,  where  his  predecelfor  before  refided,  to  build  him  a  new- 
city,  to  be  the  capital  feat  of  his  empire,  chofe  that  place  for  it  where  this  garden  lay,  and 
there  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  762,  ereded  this  city  upon  the  very  foundations  on  which 
formerly  Seleucia  had  flood,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Tygris.  But  not  long  after  it  was  tranf- 
lated  over  to  the  other  fide,  and  there  it  at  prefent  ftands,  above  the  place  where  Oefphon  was 
formerly  fituated  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river,  that  is,  on  the  eaftern  fide  ;  and  that  which  was 
firft  built  on  the  wellern  fide,  is  now  no  more  than  a  fuburb  to  it.  This  city,  from  the  reioti 
'  of  Almanfur,  was  for  many  years  the  capital  of  the  Saracen  empire,  and  ftill  remains  a  pl^e 
of  great  note  in  the  eaft.  But  they  are  much  miftaken,  who  think  it  the  fame  with  old  Babylon. 
For  that  w'as  upon  the  Euphrates,  but  Baghdad  is  upon  the  Tygris,  at  the  diitance  of  forty  miles 
from  the  place,  where  that  old  city  flood.”  Prideaux,  Book  viii, 

although 
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altfioiTgh  he  fat  down  before  it  twice  with  a  very  numerous  army,  and  threw  -I'/sS. 
feveral  hundred  (hells  into  the  city,  could  not  mafter  it.  The  wall  all  v— — y-r— 
round  is  full  of  loop-holes  fOr  miifketry,  arid  has  in  its  in  fide,  little  cham¬ 
bers  or  lodgments  for  the  foldiers.  From  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  to  the 
top  of  the  wall  is  about  forty  feet:  the  Defert  comes  quire  up  to  the  foot 
of  the  glacis. 

The  bifliop  remembers,  that  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  the  rivers 
'Euphrates  and  'Tygris  were  fo  overflown,  that  the  v\hole  country  between 
them  appeared  as  one  large  fea  ;  -and  over  all  the  plain  between  this  city  arid 
Hilla,  people  could  pafsonly  in  boats  :  the  water  flowed  quite  up  to  the  gla¬ 
cis,  the  ditch  was  full,  the  city  alfo  overflown,  and  the  foundation  of  moil  of 
the  buildings  hurt-,  th’ee  hundred  houfes  were  entirely  deftroyed.  To  pre¬ 
vent  as  much  as  pofiible  fuch  a  thing  from  happening  again,  the  Turks  take 
care  now  to  face  the  foundation  wkil  of  their  houfes,  with  a  compofition 
of  charcoal,  afhes,  and  Demur  (a  fort  of  bitumen.) 

The  land  towards  the  Defert  is  almofl;  entirely  barren,  except  two  or 
three  fpots  with  'corn,  whole  harveft  is  now  gathering  in.  Without  the  city 
were  many  hundred  Camels^  fome  preparing  for  Damafctis^  others  for  MofuL 
In  our  ride,  I  obferved  every  Mofque  or  church  to  be  crouded  with  pigeons 
on  the  outfide,  which  breed  in  the  Domes  and  Minarets  and  you  generally 
fee  on  the  Minattts  the  Storks  a  large  bird  called  by  the  Arabs  Leg-leg^  a 
deilroyer  of  ferpents ;  the  Turks  never  offer  to  moleif  it,  on  the  contrary  a 
neft  of  them  is  efteemed  by  a  bigoted  Turk  more  than  a  field  full  of  ftieep 
and  ca’mels.  Thofe  who  own  a  hotife  where  Stio7'ks  h^ve  nefted,  are  fuppofed 
to  receive  great  bleflings  from  heaven*,  and  if  a  Chfijlian  fhould  happen  to 
kill  one  of  them,  his  life  would  be  in  danger.  Upon  the  wall  and  glacis, 
were  leveral  large  birds,  not  unlike  a  Mallard ;  btft  by  the  peculiarity  of 
their  cry,  they  muft  be  of  a  different  fpecies. 

After  our  ride,  we  breakfafled  with  the  bifhop,  on  coffee,  bread,  and 
country  cheefe,  (which  laft  is  very  indifferent)  apples  and  mulberries  :  the 
mulberries  are  of  the  fmall  Indian  fort,  not  much  refembling  ours  in  Europe. 

We  finifhed,  v/ith  fmoaking  the  Argile^  and  drinking  a  glafs  of  French  white 
wine,  and  came  home  about  nine  'o’clock,  when  we  found  the  carpenters, 
brifkly  at  v/o'rk  oil  our  Takht  Revans. 

Bajha  Sofynan.,  is  the  chief  commander  at  Baghdady^n^QV  the  Grand  Seignior  * 
in  eifecl,  he  is  the  fupreme  lord  himfelf  oif  this  part  of  the  empire. 

He  makes  no  remittances  to  the  Borte^  but  rather,  he  yearly  brings  his 
mafter  in  debt  for  repairs,  or  pretended  repairs  of  fortifications,  fupport 
of  troops,  The  Grand  Seignior  has  more  than  once  attempted  to 

fuperfede  him  •,  but  the  Janizaries^  of  whom  he  has  at  leafl  forty  thou- 
farid  under  his  command,  would  admit  of  ho  other  mafter*,  finco  that  time 
three  or  four  different  meffengers  have  been  fecretly  fent  for  his  head,  but 
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175S.  always  been  wary  and  apprized  of  their  errand,  inftead  of  fubmit^ 

reverently  kifling  the  mandate,  as  is  the  common  praftice  of  thofc 
who  live  within  reach  of  the  Grand  Seignior's  authority,  he  has  always  made 
it  a  rule  to  fend  the  heads  of  thole  very  meflengers  to  Confiantinoplc 
inftead  of  his  own.  He  keeps  the  province  in  good  order,  for  all  have 
a  high  opinion  of  his  military  flcill  and  prowefs ;  but  whenever  he  fliall  die^ 
it  is  expelled,  the  greateft  confufion  will  enfue  :  Chrijiians  in  particular  will 
not  be  in  fafety  for  their  perfons  or  property  *,  and  therefore,  it  is  appre¬ 
hended,  will  take  care  to  remove  in  time.  The  Janizaries  here  are  in  gene* 
ral  difpofed  to  be  rude  to  ftrangers,  but  fo  reftrained  by  the  prefent  Bajha\ 
power,  that  the  fubjefls  of  European  princes  not  only  live  in  peace,  but 
are  alfo  treated  with  the  greateft  refped:* 

We  found  refiding  at  Baghdad^  Azet  Khan^  one  of  the  competitors  for  the« 
Perjian  empire,  who  after  his  defeat  by  Achmet  Shah^  fled  here  for  proteflion^, 
with  only  twenty  followers.  The  Khan  has  lately  expreflTed  a  defire  of  rer- 
turning  x.o  Perjia  :  This  requeft  of'his  in  all  probability  will  not  be  granted,, 
the  B^a  pretending  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  accede  to  it,  until  httf 
fliall  have  received  an  order  from  the  Grand  Seignior  for  that  purpofe.^ 
Cojee  Raphael,  who  frequently  attends  the  Bajha's  and  Kahier's  levees,  allures, 
me,  that  Kerim  Khan  has  lately  fought  and  defeated  Hajfein  Khaw.  Achmet 
Shah  ftill  continues  in  his  own,  the  Afghan  or  Pytan  country  •,  but  in  the 
year  1757,  he  marched  an  army  into  the  empire  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and 
plundered  the  capital  city  Eehli  of  its  jewels,  monies,  and  valuable  effecfts,. 
though  he  did  not  think  proper  to  dethrone  the  Mogul,  following  herein  the 
example  of  the  famous  Kuli  Khan.  This  Achmet  is  reported  to  have* 
<300,000  foldiers  under  his  commands 

When  we  came  from  Bajfora,  we  left  the  Ion  of  the  Grand.  SeigmoPs  Jef^ 
ierdar,  or  chief  treafurer,  a  prifoner  there ;  here  we  found  the  father,  him-r- 
felf  in  prifon.  He  is  charged  with  having  been  guilty  of  many  frauds,, 
and  his  goods  and  chatties  were  a  few  days  ago  feized  uponj  and  expofed  to* 
fale  at  a  public  audion.  It  is  generally  imagined  that  he  will  not  be  long-, 
Jived. 

Two  months  ago,  Selim,  Bajha  of  the  Courdijlan  province,  was  put  to  death* 
in  this  Seraglio  ’,  during  the  government  of  Achmet:  the  late  Ba/ha  of  Baghdadi 
this  was  2iCaun,  and  governor  of  the  province  of  Courdijlan^., 

and  gave  great  trouble  not  only  to  the  Perfians  who  were*  under  his 
own  immediate  command,,  but  alfo  to  the  fubjeds  oith^Grastd  Seignior  who 
lived  in  his  neighbourhood.  Achmet  Bajha  had  often  fent  troops  againft 
him,  and  a  little  before  he  died,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army  ;  but 
the  Perfian,  though  oftentimes  in  great  danger  of  falling  into  his  hands,  yet 
made  a  Ihift  to  efcape,  which  |fo  much- mortified  the  Bajha,  that  it  is  iini- 
verfally  believed,  he  died  of  a  broken  heart..  The  civil  wars  of  Perjia 
having  for  fome  years  fubjeded  the  Courdijlan  province  to  the  authority 
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of  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad  \  Selim,  though  much  againft  his  inclination,  had 
been  obliged  to  make  his  fubmiflion.  Solyman,  the  reigning  Bajha,  not  fatis- 
fied  with  this,  had  long  wifhed  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  Selim  into  his 
power,  to  gratify  not  only  his  own  revenge,  but  that  of  his  wife  (daughter  to 
the  deceafed  Achmet)  who,  with  many  other  'Turks  and  Perftans  whom 
he  had  injured,  thirfted  for  his  blood ;  Selim  it  fcems  had  conduced  himfelf 
with  fo  much  cruelty,  that  he  was  among  the  Turks  become  almoft  the  objeft 
of  as  much  terror,  as  ever  was  the  famous  Nadir  Shah.  Solyman,  to  effect 
his  delign,  praftifed  the  moft  refined  diflimulation  •,  the  ftrongeft  profeflions 
of  fricndfhip  on  his  part  were  repeatedly  made,  with  affurances  that  the 
requeft  Selim  had  prefented  of  being  appointed  Bajha  over  the  province 
of  Courdijlan,  fhould  be  moft  readily  complied  with.  Accordingly,  an  in¬ 
vitation  was  fent  him  to  come  to  Baghdad,  in  order  to  his  being  invefted 
with  the  honours  annexed  to  the  high  office;  Selim  hefitated  a  long  time, 
being  doubtful  of  the  event,  but  at  length  all  his  fcruples  were  overcome 
by  the  perfuafion  and  art  of  two  falfe  friends,  who  had  been  often  fent  by 
him  in  confidence  to  Baghdad,  but  through  mercenary  views  had  now  been 
brought  over  to  the  intereft  of  Solyman. 


The  Bajha  of  Baghdad  took  care  to  be  abfent  at  his  country-feat, 
fome  diftance  from  the  capital,  when  Selim  made  his  entrance  with  his  two 
friends ;  but  left  ftri61:  orders,  that  he  fhould  be  ufhered  in  with  all  the 
honours  due  to  his  rank.  He  was  accordingly  conduced  to  an  handfome 
apartment  in  xhtBajhals  palace,  and  treated  with  the  greateft  refpeft.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  this  however,  doubts  had  again  opprefled  his  mind,  and  on  his 
drawing  nigh  to  the  city  he  was  feized  with  an  agony  of  fear ;  but  as  it 
was  too  late  to  think  of  retreating,  he  refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  only 
means  that  remained  for  fecuring  his  future  fafety.  Before  he  entered  the 
walls,  he  paid  a  vifit  of  devotion  to  the  tomb  of  the  late  Bajha,  and  there, 
agreeable  to  the  Mahometan  cuftom,  invoked  the  fhrine  of  the  departed  fpi- 
rit.  He  fent  alfo  a  fupplicating  embafiy  to  the  Bajha  and  his  wife,  defiring 
-  fome  new  marks  of  their  favour  and  forgivenefs :  the  embafiador  returned 
with  an  handkerchief  from  each,  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  ftrongeft 
proof  of  friendffiip  they  could  poffibly  have  fent.  Thus  comforted,  all 
Selim^^  fears  vanifhed,  and  with  alacrity  he  repaired  to  the  palace. 


In  about  five  days  afterwards,  Bajha  Solyman  returned  to  his  capital ;  and 
the  morning  following  was  fixed  upon  for  giving  Selim  an  audience,  and  for 
inverting  him  with  the  Pelife,  or  veft  of  filk  lined  with  Samoor~i\xr,  which  in 
Turky  and  Perfia  is  prefented  only  to  thofe  whom  they  defign  highly  to 
honour.  On  the  day  and  hour  appointed,  the  unfufpefting  Selim  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  proper  officer  into  a  grand  apartment ;  then  into  another,  lefs' 
fpacious ;  and  laft  of  all  into  a  third,  mean  and  obfcure  to  a  great  degree.  He 
had  not  continued  long  here,  before  four  or  five  fellows  ruffied  in  and  rudely 
deprived  him  of  his  Cuttari  or  knives,  and  then  of  his  Shaul,  being  the 
better  part  of  his  drefs ;  foon  after,  they  prefented  him  with  (hackles  for 
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1:7'58-  his  hands  and  feet ;  when  they  had  put  them  on,  they  condufied  him  to  a 
prilbn,  where  he  lay  eight  or  nine  days,  and  then  v/as.  drangled  ^  his  head 
alio  was  cut  off,  and  fent  to  Conjiantinople.  Soon  after  the  death  o^_  SeUm^  a 
fchedule  of  the  debts  due  from  him  to  government  was  produced  to  his.  two 
falfe  friends,  and  the  difcharge  of  them  infilled  upon  as  an  indifpenfable  pre¬ 
liminary  to  the  Bajha\  appointing  one  of  them  {Abdallah)  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Courdijtan^  and  the  other  to  another  advantageous  and  honounable 
,  poll.  They  both  agreed  to  the  terms  ftipulated  for  their  advancement ;  and 
on  this  occafion,  the  crafty  Solyman^  got  in  money  or  good  fecurity,  twenty^ 
thoufand  purfes,  each  containing  five  hundred  Piajtus^  or  one  million-  two 
hundred  and  fome  odd  thoufand  pounds  flerling. 

The  forces  kept  up  at  Baghdad  confifi:  of  about  5000  horfe,  1000  AJfafry 
and  40,000  Janizaries^  many  of  whom  are  tradefmen. .  Ccjee  Raphael  tells 
me,  that  out  of  all  thefe,.  the  Bafaa  cannot  of  a  fudden  Tend  into  the  field 
above  10,000  men,  though;  in  a  little  time  perhaps  he  might  make  them  up 
30,000.  In  matters  indeed  where  the  Grand  Seignior’s  intereft  is  materially 
concerned,  reinforcements  might  be  had  in  a.  few  weeks  from  I'doful  and 
Diarbekir  •,  an  i  the  government  alfo  of  Bajfora  could  fend  troops,,  fhould  the 
Bajba  of  Baghdad  give  his  orders  for  them.  Solyman  is  turned  of  fixty  ;  he- 
was  a  fiave  to  the  preceding  governor,,  hath*  only  one  wife,  bur,,  (hocking  to^ 
relate  !-  we  were  informed  that  he  kept  upwards  of  20  boys  for  his  unna-r- 
tural  gratifications. 

There  are  about  1^50  Armenian  Chrijlian  families  in  Baghdad,  fome  of 
whom  are  Papijis,  but  the  greater  number  are  under  their  own  Patriarchy 
who  refides  on  the  confines  of  Puriky  and  Perjia,.  Here  are  three  mini(ler% 
ordained  by  the  Patriarch  s  their  income  is  uncertain,  as  depending  uponj 
the  voluntary  fubfcriptions  of  their  people^.  Gojee  Raphael  {dL'jSyt'i^ax  Qa.c\i  of 
them  may  polTibly  get  2000  Piaftres  a  year,  or.  thereabouts., 

A  very  intelligent;  gentleman  gave  us  the  following  particulars  concerning 
the  Purks  :  That  they,  are  not  allowed  an  unlimited  number  of  wives,  but  arc 
confined  to  four  at  the  moft  j  nor  do  they  marry  for'  a  certain  time,  or  at 
pleafure  (as  Sir  John  Chardin  relates)  but  for  life.  If  their  women  exceed' 
four,  all  above  that  number  fhould  be  of  the  hufband’s  fiaves,  for  he  has- 
no  property  in  his  wive’s  Oaves,  and  a  criminal  communication  with  them 
is  deemed  highly  fcandalous.  She  receives  them  from  her  own  family^  on 
her  marriage,  and  ever  remains  miftrei's  of  them,  independant  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  hufband.  Neither  are  the  Purks  cruel  to  their  (laves,  as  has 
been  commonly,  but  erroneoufly  imagined;  for  excepting  thole  who  work  in 
their  galleys,  thefe  people  are  the  happieft  of  any  in  the  Grand  Seignior’s  domi¬ 
nions.  A  mafter;  who  has  been  faidifully  ferved  by  a  (lave  for  a  twelve- 
month  or  more,  will  not  fell  him ;  on  the  contrary,  lliould  that  (lave  chance 
to  behave  ill  afterwards,  the  mailer,  though  he  has  power  over  his  life,  yen 
feldom.extcnds  his  feverity  farther  even  for  the  greateft  fault,  than  to  (trip 
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liiai  of  Kis  clothes,  difaiifs  him  from  his  fervice,  and  turn  him  out  of  the 
honfe..  If  a  ijave  has  a,t  any  time  been  put  to  death,  it  muft  have  been  by  a 
drunl^en,,  difjblute,  J,a}iizm'yr  and  not  by  any.mafter  V(ho,.boje;the  charafter  of 

gentleman  or  merchant,  fn  general,  the  fo  abominate  cruelty  in  this 

ijefpecfV,^,  ,tbat  fhould  a  mafter  treat  a.  Clave  with  too.  great  feverity,  his  neigh.- 
bours,  would  not  fail,  to  reproach  him,,  bidding  him  to  refled,  that  the  flaye 
is.-  of  the  human  fpecies  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  fhrewdly  propofe  to  him 
this  interefting  que.lfion.  How  would  you  like,  to  he.  fo  ferved,  in  the  fame  dr^ 
cumfl<m,osX 

’Tis  no.  uncommon  thing  with  them  to  give  their  daughters  in  marriage 
to  their  flaves,  and  who  are  often  made  governors  of  places.  There  is  one 
piece  of  refped  however,  which  the  mafter  always  requires  when  ftrangers 
are  in  company,  and  that  is,  for  the  flave  to  Hand  in  his  prefence.  This 
ceremony  (which  they  take  care  deeply  to  imprint  upon  the  minds  of  all) 
is  ftridly  obferved  during  their  whole  lives  *,  for  though  a  flave,  after  hav¬ 
ing,  obtained.  his,  freedom,  may  by  a  lucky  turn  of  fortune,  rife  to  fome 
honourable  ftation,  while  the  mafter  continues  in  the  fame  rank  of  life,  or 
perhaps  finks  into  a  lower  condition;  yet  the  former,  in  this  point  of  civi¬ 
lity  at  leaft,  will  never  be  unmindful  of  his  primitive  ftation.  It  happened 
lately  for  the  ftave  of  a  button-maker  in  Baforay  to  be  raifed  to  the  governr 
ment  of  that  city,  they  never  afterwards  met,  thougli  in  the  Seraglio^  but: 
the  governor  paid  this  point  of  refped  to  his  old  mafter,  who  ftill  continued^ 
to  carry  on  his  trade. 

A  "^urk  will  frequently-  difinherit  an  undutiful  fon,  and  give  his  fortune' 
to  his  ftave,  only  leaving  the  fon  a  fcanty  pittance  for  his  fupport.  They' 
always  look  upon  a  flave  in  a  more  refpedable  light  than  an  hired  fervant: 
the  one,  they,  fay,  is  a  fervant  only  by  misfortune,  the  other  often  from- 
choice.  If  a  Bafba  oi  three  tails,  or  any  other  man  of  rank,  fends  a  ftave 
to  fome  diftant  place  on  bufinefs  of  importance,  it  is  expected  that  he  flialb 
have  greater  civilities  fhewn  him,  than  if  he  had  never  been  in  bondage;, 
for  you  arc  to  ruppofe  that  the  flave  lent  on  fuch  an  errand  is  in  the  feerets 
of  his  mafter,  and  confequently  one  in  whom  he  places  the  greateft  con-, 
fidence.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  found  policy  that  direds  theTzit/T.to  put 
fuch  truft  in  his  Have,,  rather  than  in  any  other  perfon  ;  fince  it  is  naturaL 
to  believe,  that  he  whofe  happinefs  or  mifery  entirely  depends  on  hia 
mafter’s  pleafure,  will  be  leaft  liable  to  deceive  him. 

Our  friend  obferved  alfo,  that  the  Bafhas^  and  other  T^urhfh  governors, 
are  in  general  very  dilTolute  in  their  manners;  they  commonly  pur- 
chafe  their  offices  with  a  fum  of  money,  but  they  never  fail  to  reimburfe 
themfelves  out  of  the  pockets  of  thofe  who  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  live  under 
their  jurifdidion.  >Jo  Gentleman,  or  Merchant  "Turk^  will  ever  attend  the- 
court  of  a  Bajha^  if  he  can  poffibly  avoid  it.  Whenever  any  of  them  are  Tent 
for,  they  always  go  with  fear  and  trembling,  left  they  ffiould  be  obliged  to 
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pay  down  a  fum  of  money,  or  forced  into  a  fcandalous  aflbciation  witk 
the  great,  to  the  prejudice  of  fome  honeft  man.  The  Janizaries  arc 
generally  enemies  of  the  Bajhas,  and  they  are  the  only  people  of  whom 
thefe  officers,  and  the  Grand  Seignior  himfelf,  are  afraid.  They  enjoy 
many  privileges  above  other  fubjefts ;  occafionally  wear  a  cloak,  and 
in  the  Bazars  or  markets,  they  have  a  right  to  purchafe,  duty  free,  as 
much  of  moft  commodities  as  their  cloaks  will  cover.  The  Salaam^  or 
falute  which  they  make  to  their  fuperiors,  is  far  lefs  fubmiffive  than  that 
of  any  other  perfon.  They  are  never  puniffied  for  any  crime  in  public,  but 
are  condu(5led  into  a  private  apartment,  the  doors  of  which  are  immediately 
Ihut ;  in  the  room  are  many  other  Janizaries^  who  forming  a  circle  round 
the  prifoner,  hear  and  judge  of  the  charge  that  is  exhibited  againft  him  :  if 
he  is  found  guilty,  and  fentenced  by  them  to  be  corporally  puniffied,  the 
punifliment  muft  be  inflided  by  one  of  their  own  order,  who  in  doing  it, 
is  obliged  to  reft  his  right  knee  on  the  ground,  and  not  to  carry  the  hand 
which  holds  the  fcourge  higher  than  his  own  ear.  And  even  the  execution 
of  this  fentence,  may  be  prevented  by  any  one  of  the  attending  Janizaries 
Ihewing  his  difapprobation  by  a  hem  or  cough,  or  by  rifing  from  his  feat; 
for  if  he  does  fo,  the  others  will  immediately  follow  the  example,  and  the 
prifoner  is  of  courfe  difcharged.  If  a  Janizary  be  condemned  to  die,  he- 
is  ftrangled  by  other  Janizaries  the  corpfe  is  interred  at  eight  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  and  honoured  with  the  difcharge  of  one  cannon,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
if  he  had  died  a  natural  death. 


Our  friend  concluded  his  account,  with  obferving,  that  it  was  morally 
impoffible  for  a  ^urk,  Berftan^  Araby  or  any  other  perfon  profeffing  the 
Mahometan  faith,  ever  to  be  converted  to  Chrijiianityy  fo  long  as  any  men¬ 
tion  ffiall  be  made  of  the  doftrine  of  the  Trinity.  For  as  their  prefent  grand 
article  of  faith  is  the  unity  of  the  Godhead,  whenever  they  hear  of  one  being 
three,  and  three,  one,  they  are  fure  to  fmile  at  the  weaknefs  of  fuch  a  be¬ 
lief.  They  acknowledge  the  divine  miffion  of  Jefus  Chrifiy  and  fay  that 
he  was  the  greateft  of  all  the  prophets  before  Mahomety  that  he  taught  the 
truth  relating  to  the  Godhead,  and  the  duties  neceflary  for  mankind ;  but 
that  his  followers  abufed  the  purity  of  his  religion,  committed  blafphemy 
by  calling  him  God,  and  that  Jefus  Chrijl  will  hereafter  appear  in  judgment 
againft  them.  They  alfo  deny  that  this  prophet  of  God  was  ever  crucified; 
for  they  fay,  God  would  never  have  permitted  fuch  an  indignity  to  be  offered 
to  fo  faithful  a  prophet ;  and  affert  that  the  identical  Jefus  Chriji  was  fnatched 
away  by  God  himfelf,  and  the  Jews  ignorantly  put  another  to  death  in  his 
ftead  *, 


A  gentleman  ’Turk's  drefs  is  very  neat.  On  his  head  he  hath  a  white  or 
green  Turbany  made  of  linen  or  fhawl  -f- ;  or  he  wears  a  green,  red,  or  black 

*  This  was  a  very  early  opinion  of  fome  Chriftlan  heretics,  and  no  doubt  Mahomet  borrowed 
it  from  them.  ' 


+  Shawl  is  a  manufafture  of  Camel’s  hair,  or  Carminian  wool. 
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clbth  cap^  or  bonnet,  which  is  a  foot  or  more  high,  very  ftiif,  being  thickly 
quilted,  and  flat  at  top  :  over  that  part  of  the  cap  which  goes  round  the 
head,  is  twifted  a  white  or  green  linnen  cloth,  but  his  neck  is  always  bare. 
Next  to  his  body  he  wears  a  long  Ihirt,.  fhaped  like  our  women’s  fliifts; 
the  tail  of  this  fhirt  is  put  into  a  pair  of  linnen  drawers,  and  over  thefe 
drawers,  is  another  large  loofe  pair  of  drawers  made  of  fhawl,  and  to  each 
ancle  part,  is  fewed  a  yellow  thin  flipper,  without  an  heel,  the  foie  of 
which  is  no  thicker  than  the  upper  leather  of  the  fame  flipper ;  thefe 
flippers  are  worn  within  another  ftronger  pair  of  flippers,  which  alfo  are 
without  heels  ;  the  outer  flippers,  on  coming  into  an  houfe,  the  leaves 
at  the  door.  Next  to  the  Ihirt,  is  a  veil  that  fits  clofe  to  the  body  and 
buttons  on  the  breaft,  whofe  tail  reaches  to  the  calf  of  the  leg :  upon 
this  firfl:  veil,  is  another  with  lapels  made  of  fine  linen  cloth,  which 
buttons  dole  at  the  fleeves  near  the  wrifts  ;  this  veil  reaches  to  the  ancles 
with  an  open  petticoat-like  tail,  and  over  it,  around  the  waift,  is  pafled  a 
fine  falh,  with  a  border  that  is  generally  ornamented  with  gold  or  filver  needle 
work.  In  the  bofom,  under  the  lapel  of  this  fecond  veil,  is  carried  the 
watch  and  an  handkerchief,  which  handkerchief  is  alfo  ornamented  with  gold 
and  filver  embroidery  :  over  all  is  worn  a  third  veil,  loofe,  made  either 
of  fine  cloth,  or  of  fhawl ;  this^  has  flit  fleeves  which  are  lined  with  filk, 
and  at  pleafure  are  either  buttoned,  or  worn  open  but  this  outer  garment 
is  ufually  thrown  off  when  the  perfon  is  at  home.  This  defcription  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  their  fummer  habit,  the  quality,  though  perhaps  not  the  make  of 
their  drefs,  may  differ  in  the  winter.  Befides  the  cap  defcribed,  we  fee  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  caps,  fome  of  which  are  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  of  very  great 
circumference,  whofe  outfides  are  covered  with  fur.  The  cap-gentlemen,. 
I  believe,  are  always  in  office  under  the  government.. 


The  drefs  of  the  women,  with  whofe  fight  we  have  been  favoured,  but 
who  indeed  are  only  thofe  that  are  on  foot  in  the  flreets,  and  confequently 
of  the  lowell  fort,,  confifts  of  a  fhift,  like  the  men’s  fliirts  *,  a  vefl;  or  two 
over  that,  and  then  a  loofe  cover  or  veil  of  linen  from  top  to  toe  j  their 
legs  and  feet  are  covered  like  the  men’s.  On  that  part  which  goes  over  the 
head,  is  faffened  a  black  horfe-hair  covering  for  the  face,  about  fourteen 
or  fifteen  inches  fquare,  which  they  fometimes  lifted  up  to  look  at  us  :  their 
hands  and  arms  are  full  of  different  marks  made  with  gunpowder,  their  faces 
are  fpotted  blue,  and  their  lips  often  the  fame.  The  better  fort  of  women 
are  admitted  on  the  "^terraces  in  the  evenings,  but  their  hulbands  are  ex¬ 
tremely  fearful  left  they  fhould  be  feen  by  men,,  from  the  houfes  adjoining. 
We  have  difficulty  to  keep  ourfelvcs  within  rule,  not  more  from  curiofity, 
than  inattention..  Mr.  Garden  zxi^.Cojee  Raphael  cautioned  us  on  the  fub- 
je(5t ;  the  former  told  us,  that  one  of  his  neighbours  had  been  very  trouble- 
fome  on  this  head,  and  once  fwore  to  him  aloud,  that  if  he  Ihould  ever 
again  catch  his  eye  towards  his  territories,  he  was  determined  to  throw 
himfelf  inftantly  from  the  I’errace^  and  dafli  out  his  brains,  that  his  blood 
might  reft  on  Mr,  Garden'^  head.  One  of  our  caps  or  hats,  was  feen  by 
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another  neighbour,  who  immediately,  open  mouthed,  protefted  againfl  the 
affront :  in  fadl,  we  are  in  this  great  city,  prifoners  in  a  very  ftrid  fenfe  ;  a 
circumftance,  fomewhat  mortifying  to  the  free  Britijh  fpirit. 

A  little  before  we  got  here,  a  country  Chrijlian  merchant  of  fubftance, 
was  difcovercd  by  the  public  officers  in  bed  with  his  own  'Turkijh  fervant’s 
wife;  ’twas  believed  that  he  had  given  the  hufband  a  fum  of  money  for 
this  liberty,  and  which  he  had  enjoyed,  for  fome  time  pad.  Death  is  the 
puniffiment  which  the  law  inflidls  on  offenders  of  this  kind,  or  embracing 
the  Mahometan  faith  ;  by  intereft  and  money  however  the  fen-tence  was  n'ot 
executed  in  this  cafe,  but  the  following  puniffiment  in  it’s  ftead  :  the 
breeches  or  troufers  of  the  offender  were  taken  off,  and  the  petticoat,  or 
that  part  of  the  apparel  which  is  ufed  by  the  T^iirkiJIo  women  inftead  of  it, 
put  over  his  head,  and  thus  ffiamefuily  attired,  he  was  led  over  a  great 
part  of  the  city,  publicly  expofed,  and  infulted  by  the  rabble. 

Chrijltans^  and  all  the  other  Infidels  of  this  country,  are  publicly 

diftinguiffied  from  the  Mtififulmen^  by  the  colour  of  their  I^urban  -,  the  latter 
wearing  them  only  of  a  white,  or  deep  green,  the  others  of  different  colours. 
None  but  true  Mujjultnen  likewife  are  allowed  to  wear  a  green  dtefs  ;  not- 
withftanding  this,  Mr.  Garden's  cloaths  were  made  of  a  pea-green.  This  near 
approach  to  die  Mujfiuhnan's  colour,  is  permitted  to  ftrangers  in  a  refpedt- 
able  ftationr,  but  they  cannot  go  farther  without  giving  offence,  or  running 
a_great  rifk  of  being  affronted. 

At  five  this  evening,  our  whole  party  (Mr.  Garden  alfo  accompanying  us) 
fet  off  on  horfes,  and  mules,  for  an  ancient  nirn  called  T auk-Kefiferah-^  which 
means  Kejferah’s  Arch ;  it  lies  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Baghdad^  diftant  about 
20  miles,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  Ilygris.  The  journey  by  land  is  about 
fix  hours ;  we  rode  it  in  fix,  and  returned  in  five,  exclnfive  of  the  time 
fpent  in  the  village.  Having  been  difappointed  in  getting  hotfes  -and  mules 
for  carrying  our  baggage.  We  were  obliged  to  fend  it  in  a  Sandal  doWn  the 
Tygris,  intending  that  our  fcrvants  ffiould  join  us  with  the  tent,  ific.  at  the 
village  Teallah  ten  miles  from  Baghdad :  we  'defigned  to  have  refted  ’there  a 
few  hours,  and  then  have  proceeded  on  to  view  the  Arch  early  the  next 
morning  before  the  fun  ffiould  be  troublefome  ;  but  our  fervants  in  the  boat 
met  with  interruptions  which  prevented  their  joining  us  till  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  long  after  we  had  reached  the  ruins.  V/e  got  to  the  village  about  -a 
quarter  paft  nine,  having  paffed  by  a  good  deal  of  corn  and  ganlen  ground, 
well  fupplied  with  water  from  the  Tygris,  Here  we  procured  a  little  milk, 
others  chofe  a  bit  of  bread  and  chee'ffi,  and  drank  a  gl’afs  of  tire  wine  we 
carried  with  us  ;  after  which,  each  endeavoured  to  get  a  little  fleep,  either 
in  the  open  air,  or  under  cover  of  a  Turkijh  hovel ;  but  all  were  difap¬ 
pointed,  from  the  perplexing  mufchetos,  lice,  and  fleas,  which  greatly  abound 
jn  and  near  fuch  fort  of  habitations.  .  .  . 
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At  one  o’clock  we  crofled  a  large  creek,  in  a  boat  which  held  twelve  i  7^, 
vifnen,  three  horfes,  four  mules,  and  one  afs,  and  went  on  towards  the  ^rcb,  u— .y— ^ 
which  was  feen  by  the  help  of  the  moon  two  or  three  miles  off:  the  greateft  May  28. 
part  of  the  way  was  through  a  thicket  made  up  of  the  liquorice,  caper, 

<he  low  cotton  and  cyprefs  flirubs ;  in  this  cover  (called  here  a  foreft)  are 
often  feen  Lions  and  fVild  Boars,  we  met  with  neither,  but  got  very  quietly 
on  to  Soliman  Pack^s  tomb,  or  the  tomb  of  Soliman  the  Clean,  alias.  Smack 
Smooth,  who  was  barber  to  Mahomet.  The  traditional  hiftory  of  this  per- 
fon  is,  that  he  was  much  reverenced  by  his  countrymen,  and  looked  on  as 
highly  favoured  of  the  Prophet :  he  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  was  in  the 
general  eftimation,  a  pious  old  man,  but  as  he  always  was  obliged  to 
keep  with  him  a  female  fervant  for  the  management  of  his  domettic  af¬ 
fairs,  his  moral  condudl  thereby  became  doubtful,  and  the  fubje<ft  of 
much  difputation :  his  revilers  however  (as  the  ftqry  goes)  at  length  fuf- 
fered  fhame,  for  the  Prophet  himfelf,  concerned  at  the  injuftice  done  the 
charader  of  his  faithful  Soliman,  miraculoufly  caufed  the  genital  parts  to 
fall  off;  thereby  enabling  the  old  man,  in  the  moft  effedual  manner  to 
eftablifh  his  innocence,  by  fhewing  them  the  impofllbility  of  his  commit* 
ting  the  crime  of  which  he  flood  accufed. 

In  this  holy  man’s  fleeve,  fome  of  the  moft  credulous  Mahometans  tell 
you,  the  cat  made  it’s  firft  appearance  :  having  been  fupernaturally  pro¬ 
duced  there,  through  his  devout  interceflion,  for  the  advantage  of  mankind- 
On  the  firft  difcovery,  the  Sage  fo  cheriftied  it,  that  in  tendernefs  he  cut 
off  the  fleeve  of  his  garment,  and  placed  it  as  a  carpet  for  the  valuable 
Itranger.  So  much  for  this  fabulous  ftory :  the  outer  wall  of  his  tomb 
appears  to  be  of  modern  brickwork,  nor  does  the  tomb  itfelf  look  fo  an¬ 
cient  as  the  porch  or  entrance  to  k. 

At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftance,  ftand  the  ruins  of  that  very  confidcr- 
able  work  of  antiquity,  we  intended  to  vifit.  Neither  the  l^urks  nor  Arabs 
know  any  thing  about  it;  they  are  at  a  lofs  to  determine,  whether  it  was 
a  temple  or  palace..  The  bifhop  told  us  it  was  commonly  fuppofed  to 
have  been  a  temple,  dedicated  to  tlie  fun ;  probably  people  have  been  led 
to  this  conjedbure,  from  obferving  very  many  openings  yet  remaining 
in  the  Arch,  that  pafs  for  lamps,  and  which  they  fay,  could  have  been  all 
lighted  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ;  our  opinion  was,  that  thefe  holes  were 
fo  many  funnels  for  the  admiflion  of  air.  Mr.  Doidge  too\s.  with  his 
drant,  the  exa6l  meafurement  of  the  Arch,  and  the  front  of  the  building, 
and  drew  a  perfpedlive  view  of  it  with  his  pencil :  the  eaft  face  of  the 
whole  is  300  feet  in  length,  the  breadth  of  the  Arch  85  feet,  height  of 
the  Arch  106  feet*,  length  of  the  arched  roofed  room  from  eaft  to  weft 

*  Our  common  journal  contains  thefe  farther  obfervations.  “  Part  of  the  roof  of  this 
room  is  fallen  in  ;  the  front  on  each  fide  of  the  arch  is  full  of  niches  like  our  cathedrals,  in 
which  there  probably  once  iiood  fome  images :  the  whole  fabric  is  built  of  bj^icks  a  foot  fquare, 
and  three  inches  thick.” 

p  p  ir 


is  1 50  feet':  the  niches,  in  the  face  or  front  of  the  building,  refemble 
the  work  of  our  old  abbies.  The  front,  of  vvliich  Mr.  Dcidge  has  taken  a 
view.  Hands  due  eaft,  in  which  are  ftill  niches,  and  defaced  pillars  j  the  weft 
and  back  front  is  very  much  deftroyed,  no  view  therefore  was  taken 
of  that.  In  the  Arch  were  pigeons,  jays,  fparrows,  and  fome  other 
birds.  Until  the  fun  got  high,  we  had  (belter  from  its  rays,  within 
the  Arch ;  but  after  that  we  had  recourfe  to  our  tent,  where  we  found  it 
very  hot  indeed.  - 

To  the  fouthward,  between  this  ruin  and  the  1‘ygris,  is  a  tomb  and 
Mofque^  named  Hand  Eeffey:  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  is  a  rifing 
fpot  on  which  (lands  a  powder-mill,  for  the  ufe  of  Baghdad^  called  Purite 
Kaune,  For  a  very  confiderable  way  all  around  the  Arch^  the  ruins  of  other 
vaft  buildings  are  to  be  found,  though  in  fuch  defolation,  that  not  the 
Tmalleft  piece  of  a  wall  is  now  (landing.  The  bricks  and  mortar  however 
are  in  fuch  abundance,  that  no  doubt  can  po(ribly  remain  but  that  here  once 
ftood  a  city  of  feveral  miles  in  circumference  ;  and  from  the  accounts  given 
by  hiftorians  of  the  extent  and  fituation  of  Cteftphon  *,  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  on  this  very  fpot,  that  magnificent  and  powerful  city 
once  ftood. 

One  of  cur  Turkijh'  fervants  who  fpoke  a  little  of  the  Portnguefe 
language,  told  my  man  M- Intop,  that  the  mod  general  received  opi¬ 
nion  in  this  country,  was,  that  Hauk  KePera,  was  not  built  by  a  Perftan^ 
Parthian,  Purk,  or  any  other  Afiatic,  but  by  an  European  prince,  who 
came  into  this  part  of  the  world  with  a  large  army,  and  fubdued  it.  As 
we  had  not  yet  met  with  any  edifice  in  Afia,  carrying  with  k  (b  great 
a  refemblance  of  the  ancient  European  architefture  as  this  •,  it  (truck 
me,  that  Pauk  Ke^era  might  have  been  conftrufled,  foon  after  the  con- 
queft  of  this  part  of  the  world,  by  Alexander  the  Great,  or  one  of  hia 
captains  *[-. 

The  Purks  confefs  that  they  know  nothing  certain  concerning  this  ruin*^ 
there  is  however  a  traditionary  and  fabulous  account  amongft  them,  that 
it  was  built  by  one  Keffera,  the  fon  ol  Shir  wan  •,  that  he  was  the  king  of 
the  country  and  refided  in  this  palace  ^  that  he  caufed  a  chain  to  hang  down. 

*  Ctejiphon,  according  to  the  ancient  accounts  of  it,  was  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Tygrisy 
at  fome  diftance  from  Sel'eucia,  and  a  little  removed  from  the  river.  Thefe  ruins  are  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  ititTygris,  about  18  or  20  miles  from  Baghdad  (the  ancient  and  that  part 

ef  them  which  is  neareft  the  river,  is  a  mile  diftance  from  it. 

f  From  the  fimilarity  between  the  name  of  this  ruin  Kejfera,  and  the  Greek  word 
a  friend  of  the  author  fuppofcs  that  this  edifice  might  poftibly  have  been  built  by  one  of  the- 
Ctrjarsy  emperors  of  Romey  feveral  of  whom  are  known  to  have  carried  their  arms  into  this 
part  and  thea  the  Tauk  Kejfera  will  fignify  Ca/ar^s  ATfeh, 
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tfO  the  ground  from  the  room  in  which  he  himfelf  flept,  fo  that  whoever 
in  his  dominions  had  any  grievance  to  complain  of  which  they  wifhed  the 
king  to  redrefs,  they  were  ordered  to  pull  at  this  chain.  It  once  happened* 
that  an  afs  which  had  fuffered  much  from  the  cruelty  of  his  mafter,  came 
and  tugged  at  the  end  of  it  *,  and  what  was  ftill  more  furprizing,  the  power 
of  fpeech  was  fo  far  miraculoufly  given  to  him,  as  enabled  him  to  make 
one  of  the  kine’s  attendants  iinderftand,  that  he  the  afs  had  bufinefs  with 
his  majefty.  The  creature  accordingly  got  admittance,  difcov-ered  its 
wounds,  The  owner  was  fent  for,  feverely  rebuked,  and  told,  that  if 

in  a  certain  number  of  days,  he  did  not  cure  the  afs,  he  (hould  certainly 
be  put  to  death.  Fortunately  for  him,  fays  the  fable,  the  creature  was 
made  well  exaflly  at  the  time  limited,  and  ever  afterwards  the  afs,  and 
all  other  ufeful  cattle,  were  exempted  from  thofe  heavy  fufferings,  to  which 
before  this  incident,  they  had  been  accuftomed  from  the  feverity  of  their 
mafters,  who  intimidated  by  this  furprizing  ftory  became  alfo  more  care¬ 
ful  of  the  lives  of  their  beafts.  The  ftory  adds,  that  a  great  fnake  came 
afterwards  to  make  a  vifit,  but  his  bufinefs  was  only  to  bring  the  king  a 
water-melon-feed,  as  a  reward  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  his  kingly  truft : 
and  from  this  fingle  feed  have  fince  been  produced  all  the  water-melons 
in  the  world.  Such  kind  of  allegorical  ftories  are  not  uncommon  in 
^urky. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Arch^  ftands  an  ancient 
mud-wall,  three  fides  of  a  fquare,  fronting  eaft,  weft,  and  north ;  the  river 
is  to  the  fouth :  the  wall  is  about  forty  feet  high,  and  thirty  thick,  and  each 
fide  about  a  mile  in  length ;  we  conclude  it  to  have  been  a  citadel  to  this 
once  extenfive  city.  From  the  ruins  hereabouts,  are  picked  up  ancient 
coins :  not  long  ago,  a  poor  fellow  in  digging,  found  a  fmall  jar  with  one 
piece  of  gold,  and  feveral  forts  of  filver  and  copper  pieces  of  money.  I 
could  only  learn  that  they  are  looked  on  as  ancient  Perjtan  or  Parthian 
coins :  the  prefent  Bajha  has  them,  though  neither  he  nor  any  of  the  'Purks 
have  a  true  tafte  for  fuch  remains..  The  bifhop’s  paflion  turns  to  medals  ; 
he  has  made  a  great  colleftion,  it  is  faid  to  the  value  of  50  or  60,000 
piaftres,  or  about  6  or  7000/.  fterling. 

,  From  fome  poor  Arahs^  who  live  in  a  fmall  village  near  the  Arch^  we  got 
milk,  butter,  and  a  lamb  which  our  fervant  broiled ;  he  fhot  alfo  a  young 
‘Jackal^  which  we  prefented  to  an  old  Arab  woman  who  was  very  thankful, 
and  we  were  told  would  eat  it. 

At  half  paft  twelve  at  night,  we  fent  our  baggage  to  the  Sandak  to  be 
carried  to  Baghdad^  and  mounted  our  cattle  j  we  returned  over  the  river 
10  Teallah  about  three  in  the  morning,  when  we  were  entertained  by  the  lark ; 
refted  before  the  ferry-houfe  for  half  an  hour,  faw  eight  Pelicans  in  our 
journey  back,  and  arrived  at  Mr.  Garden's  in  the  city,  between  fix  and  feven, 
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wKere  we  got  a  comfortable  breakfaft  on  tea  and  clouted  cream,  fung  *"■ 
fong,  and  went  merrily,  but  very  weary  to  bed. — Slept  till  near  noon. — In  the 
evening  we  were  vifited  by  the  bifhop,  and  father  Fiddle  %  his  lordfliip 
had  exprefled  a  defire  that  we  would  favour  him  with  the  out-lines,  fhould 
we  make  a  Iketch  of  the  Arch ;  Mr.  Doidge  (hewed  him  what  he  had  takeo 
in  his  pocket-book,  apologized  for  not  being  able  now  to  compliment  his 
lordihip  with  a  copy,  but  promifed  him  one  to  be  fent  from  England  when* 
finifhcd:  the  bifhop  appeared  pleafed  and  obliged,  and  invited  us  all  to  dine, 
with  him  to-morrow. 


..May-30. 


We  were  politely  entertained  to-day  by  the  bilhop;  two  courfes  of 
eight  dilhes  at  dinner,  a  delTert,  punch,  claret,  French^  and  Turkijb 
white  wines.  His  lordihip  entertained  us  alfo  with  an  account  of  an 
antique  pile  of  buildings  czWtd  Kttrman  Shah*^  ftill  to  be'feen  at  about 
twelve  days  journey  between  this  place  and  Ifpahan ;  wherein  is  a  great 
deal  of  fculpture  in  marble,  with  Bajfo  and  Alto  Relievos^  reprefenting 
battles,  trophies,  arms,  men,  and  camels ;  and  one  moft  remarkable 
horfe  whofe  body  feems  quite  detached  from  the  wall,  being  joined 
only  by  the  pedeftal  on  which  it  Hands.  In  the  roof  is  a  window 
reprefented,  and  a  head  crowned,  with  great  earneftnefs  looking  through  ■ 
it,  but  at  what  object,  the  obferver  is  for  a  time  at  a  lofs  to  guefs, 
till  calling  his  eye  in  a  particular  diredion,  which  he  is  led  to  do  by  the 
extatic  gaze  of  the  figure  above,  he  difeovers  a  bath,  and  in  it  a  naked  =• 
'Venus 


In  another  part  of  the  building,  there  is  a  long  infeription  in  characters 
unknown  to  the  bifhop,  or  any  other  of  the  French  antiquarians.  The 
letters  are  neither  Perjian,  Parthian^  Chaldean^  Hebrev}^  Arabic^  Greeks  Coptic^ 
or  any  other  type  now  known  in  this  part  of  the  worlds  His  lordfhip  had  in  - 
his  poflelTion  two  or  three  pieces  of  filver  coin,  one  of  which  he  prefented  to 
Mr.  Doidge^  on  which  is  a  head  exaCllydike  that  before  deferibed  as  looking 
with  fuch  defire  on  the  Venus  in  the  bath.  The  characters  around  its  edge, 
his  lordfhip  fays,  are  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  of  the  infeription  in  Kurman- 
Shah,  but  whofe  head  it  is,  he  does  not  pretend. to  determine.  He  has- 
compared  it  with  the  feveral  imprelTions  in-  his  books  of  medals,  but  can  . 
find  no  fimilitude.  He  fliewed  us  indeed  another  coin, ,  and  upon  compar¬ 
ing  it  with  one  in  his  book,  ,  we  faw  that  it  bore  a  .ftrong  refemblance  of  the- 


*  Kurtnan  Shahy  ^vgmfLZt'Royal  Kurman  %  but  whether  it  ftanda  for  the  name  of  a  country, 
$ity,  building,  or  king,  nobody  here  could  inform  us* 

+  Tis  poffible  this  piece  of  fculpture  might  have  been  intended  to  reprefent  the  well-known 
tory  of  David  and  Baihjheba. 

“  And  it  came  to  pafs  in  the  evening  tide,  that  David  from  off  his  bed,  and  walked  ' 
upon  the  roof  of  the  king's  houfe ;  and  from  the  roof  he  faw  a  woman  wafhing  herfelfj  and  ‘ 
the  woman  was  very  beautiful  to  look  upgn.’*  z  Samutl^  xi.  ehap^^zd  vsrfty 
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famous  Afiaxemesy  who  reftored  the  ancient  grandeur  of  the  Perftan  kings.  175** 
The  billiop  however  is  very  confident  that  this  coin,  and  the  head  in  Kurman 
Shahy  both  defigned  for  the  third  or  fourth  king  after  Artaxerxes^  for 

he  thinks  it  was ‘not  till -their  reigns,,  that  this  new  and  unknown  language- 
was  introduced. 

Mr.  Doidge  borrowed  of  the  bifliop  a  cover  of  aft  earthen  veflel,  to  take^ 
off  an  impreffion.  It  was  found  near  the  ruins  of  Pauk  Kejferay  and  in 
it  were  many  coins  both  gold  and  filver  of  feveral  kings  of  Parthia  and  - 
^riay  who  reigned  after  Alexander:  One  of  Antiochus  the  4th,  and  another 
of  Antiochus  the  5th,  of  the  moft  curious  metal  *,  the  laft  is  judged  to  be 
worth  500  crowns.  The  cover  is  four  inches  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and' 
thirteen  and  a  half  in  circumference :  It  has  an  indented  knob  in  the  middle 
of  the  furface,  through  which  is  a  hole,  probably  for  a  ring  to  hold  it  by.  On 
each  fide- of  the  knob  is  a  Sphinx  X2,m^2Si\iy  one  with  its  back  to  the  other. 

Between  the  hind  and  fore  leg  of  each,  is  a  fprig  with  a  flower.  Their 
wings  join  at  the  top,  and  terminate  in  a  flourifhing  fprig  over  their  heads. 

At  the  bottom,  between  their  legs,  is  another  fprig,  not  much  unlike  a 
mitred  cap.  Around  all,  is  an  infeription  '  on  the  margin  in  large  charac¬ 
ters,  unknown  to  every  one  here,  but  which  the  bifhop  fufpedts  to  be  of’’ 
the  fame  kind  with  thofe  on  lM.v.  Doidge^s  medal, ,  and  the  infeription  in  ^ 
the  ruins  of  Kurman  Shah.  • 

This  morning,  our‘ conducing  Ardf  to"  us;  .and  Vrough't  the  Jew"  31; 
with  him,  who  told  us  that  all  his  goods  were  in  the  Deferty  and  ready  to 
be  put  on  the  camels  backs ;  fo  that  Habil  Swylemls  ill  health  is  now  the  only 
impediment  to  our  fetting:.out.  We- talked  of  paying  a  vifit  this  evening: 
to  Nimrod's  tower.  People  ufually  fet^  out  early  in  the  morning, -flay  there 
ih  a  tent  during  the  heat  oT the  day,  and  return -in  the  evening.  But  to* 
avoid  the  inconvenience' of  continuing  fo  long  under  a  tent,  as  we  before 
experienced  in  our  excurfion  to  Tank  Kejferay  to  fave-  ourfelves  the 
trouble  of*  carrying  with  us  our  fervants  and  baggage,  .we  propofed  fetting  ; 
off  early  enough  to  allow  our  being  at  the  tower  by*break  of  day,  and  re¬ 
turning  to  before  breakfaft.  About  nine  o’clock  this '  evening, , 

the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  occafioned  by  a  fire  breaking  out  in  one  ‘ 
of  the  Bazars.  It  was.  luckily  cxtinguilhed,  after  having  confumed  three** 

{hops  only. 

We  were  aflTured  this  morning  that  there  is  great  danger  in  going  to  Jirne 
the  tower  of  Nimrod  by  night,  as  the  Arabs  frequently.,  make  ufe  of  this  > 
favourable  opportunity  to  attack  travellers.  - 

Laft  night  arrived  at  Seraglio  a ‘meflenger  from  who  brings 

an  account  of  the  Bajha  of  that  city  being  removed  to  the  BaJhalU  of  Mofuly  . 
and  of  another’s  coming  to  Aleppo  in  his  places  - 


HabiN 


irss. 

June  3. 
June  4. 


Monday 
June  5. 


June  6. 


June  7. 
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Hahii  Swylem  called  upon  us  this  morning,  and  feemed  to  be  in  better 
health  ;  he  declares  he  will  leave  Baghdad  next  Friday^  and  proceed  diredly’ 
for  Aleppo. 

The  bifliop  and  four  reverend  fathers  flipped  with  us  this  evening,  and 
ftaid  till  paft  eleven.  His  lordlhip  defired  us  not  to  forget,  when  we  (hall 
arrive  at  a  certain  place,  (four  days  journey  on  this  fide  of  Aleppo)  to  ftrike 
a  little  out  of  the  road,  in  order  to  fee  the  remains  of  an  antient  Roman 
canal.  And  in  our  journey  from  Aleppo  to  Scanderoon^  he  advifed  us  to 
take  that  road  which  leads  to  Antioch.^  there  being  fome  old  ruins  well  worth 
feeing  in  this  lalt  place. 

The  bifhop  and  Cojee  Raphael  told  me  to-day,  that  they  heard  the  Arabs 
about  Bajfora  had  lately  broken  down  the  banks  of  the  river,  by  which 
the  Defers  near  to  the  city  is  quite  overflown.  His  lordfhjp  exprefled 
great  uneafinefs  about  it,  as  the  handing  water  made  putrid  by  the 
heat  cf  the  fun,  and  by  the  great  quantity  of  dead  fifh  which  are 
always  floating  in  it,  never  fails  to  produce  fatal  fevers ;  by  which, 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  12  or  14,000  people  died,  and  not  above  two 
or  three  of  the  Europeans  who  were  then  at  Bajfora,  efcaped  with  their 
lives. 

Our  Takht  Revans  are  now  quite  finifhed-,  we  begun  to  feafon  forty- 
fix  large,  and  twenty  fmall  dog  Ikins,  we  bought  here  for  the  holding  of 
our  water.  The  furniihing  ourlelves  with  neceflfaries  for  our  journey  has 
been  attended  with  great  difficulties,  the  laws  of  the  Ramazan  forbidding 
the  people  to  work.  The  BazarAo\]s.^  and  artificers  have  been  all  hungry, 
thirfty,  and  out  of  temper;  through  the  intereft  of  Mr.  Garden,  and  the 
promife  of  extraordinary  pay,  we  are  at  laft  fitted  for  fetting  out.  At  nine 
this  evening  the  Ramazan  ended,  the  Furks  having  difcovered  the  new 
moon.  I  obferved  they  were  attentively  looking  out  for  her  at  fun-fet.  The 
government  at  nine  o’clock  made  her  appearance  known  to  the  people,  by 
firing  four  guns  from  a  baftion. 

This  morning  was  uffiered  in  with  a  difcharge  of  all  the  artillery  of  every 
baftion,  to  the  number  of  near  fixty  :  this  is  the  ufual  demonftration  of  joy 
at  the  expiration  of  the  Ramazan.  The  difcharge  was  repeated  in  an  hour 
afterwards,  not,  as  at  firft,  in  regular  fucceffive  firings  from  each  baftion, 
but  in  a  hurrying  confufed  manner.  The  Furks  are  all  drefled  in  their  holy- 
day  fuits,  and  Meffieurs  Garden  and  Raphael  went  to  make  their  congratula¬ 
tory  compliments  to  the  grandees. 

Yefterday  we  delivered  to  Habil  Swylem,  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf,  the  Fakht 
Revan  men,  and  pur  other  attendants,  the  following  articles  of  provifions ; 
it  being  cuftomary,  either  to  furnifli  them  with  their  whole  ftock  at  once, 

0^. 
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or  to  fupply  them  daily  from  your  own  tents  on  the  journey :  and  as  in 
coming  up  the  Euphrates  we  had  already  experienced  too  much  vexation  on 
this  head  with  our  Trackers,  we  were  determined  on  not  riiking  a  repe¬ 
tition. 


Rice  — 
Rulk  or  bifciiit 
Flour  — 
Ghee  or  butter 
Coffee  — 


8  Baghdad  Maunds,  or  120  lb 
4  —  —  60  lb 

4  —  —  60  lb 

I  •—  —  151b 

I  —  —  151b 


At  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  received  the  mortifying  news  of  our 
Arab  conduftor  being  again  taken  ill  of  a  fever.  At  five  in  the  evening, 
he  with  great  difficulty  crawled  to  our  houfe,  and  v/e  were  all  witneffes  of 
his  being  ill  indeed.  We  defired  Mr.  Hemet,  who  had  fome  knowledge  of 
medicine,  to'take  care  of  him.  Our  friend  Mr.  Pye  is  likewife  indifpofed 
with  feveriffi  fymptoms  *,  I  took  away  a  little  blood  from  him  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening :  at  eight  I  ordered  an  Ipecacuna  vordt  to  be  given 
him  ;  but  his  fever  continuing  to  increafe,  at  ten  he  took  the  fourth  part 
of  a  paper  of  Dr.  Jameses,  powder. 


The  bifhop  came  to  fee  ns  this  morning.  Mr.  Py^s  medicine  operated 
properly  :  he  fleeps,  and  is  tranquil.  The  good  and  friendly  bifliop  vifited 
Mr.  Pye  in  the  charafler  of  a  phyfician.  With  the  reft  of  us  he  reafoned  as 
a  divine,  recommending  patience,  fortitude,  and  refignation  to  the  will  of 
heaven  ;  bidding  us  to  be  of  good  cheer,  even  though  we  fhould  be  detained 
here  till  the  month  of  September, 


/ 

June  8, 


A  purple  fever  now  rages  in  the  city  •,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  an  eighth  part 
of  the  inhabitants  are  ill  in  it-,  but  as  yet  it  has  not  been  very  fatal.  The 
very  hot  months,  they  fay,  are  commonly  moft  healthy.  His  lordffiip  re¬ 
commended  it  to  us,'  not  to  think  of  fetting  out  from  hence  over  the  great 
Defert,  with  any  other  conductor  befides  Habit  Swyletn,  and  prays  us  to  be 
mindful  of  this  maxim,  that  “  in  T urky  an  imprudent  ftep  cannot  be  re¬ 
medied  as  in  EurapeP 


Mr.  Pye's  fever  is  entirely  gone,  but  has  left  him  quite  relaxed.  Cojee  June  9ii. 
Raphael  is  of  opinion,  that  the  Arab  will  not  leave  the  village  Aet  for  a  long 
time,  as  the  Damafeus  Caravan  is  ftill  there,  not  being  able  to  purchafe 
the  neceflary  Camels.  This,  he  apprehends  will  be  our  cafe.  We  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  it,  and  have  fent  a  fervant  to  infped:  into  the  real  ftate 
of  the  camels. 


This  morning  the  wind  blew  from  the  northward,  and  was  agreeably 
cool.  The  holy-days  following  the  Ramazan,  end  with  this  day.  To¬ 
morrow  the  feveral  artificers  will  make  no  fcruple  of  going  to  work. 

*-  Wc 


(• 
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June  10. 


Wc  were  informed  this  evening  by  our  Arab^  that  are  not  yet 

<come,  but  he  expeds  them  foon,  and  will  certainly  fet  out  this  day  fen’night. 
Such  fliuffling  and  deceit  have  quite  wearied  us  out;  aad  as  it  was  clear,  that 
we  could  not  now  leave  Baghdad  before  the  hotteft  weather  would  fet  in,  we 
sconfulted  together,  and  refolved,  “  that  the  rilk  attending  our  travelling 
“  over  the  Defert,  is  too  great,  and  cannot  be  encountered  with  prudence.’* 
Two  Chrijlians  who  attempted  to  pafs  it  laft  fummer  exactly  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  died  on  the  journey  t  fo  did  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the  country- 
people,  belonging  to  the  Great  Caravan.  We  concluded  therefore  to  tarry 
here,  though  to  our  unfpeakable  mortification,  till  Se^tmher  next. 

The  condudor  of  our  ^akht  Revans  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  laft 
night  to  perfuade  us  to  proceed  by  the  Moful  and  Diarbekir  roads.  He 
faid,  that  he  lately  travelled  that  way  from  Conjlantinopk  to  this  place ;  and 
aflured  us,  that  the  ficknefs  and  troubles  which  prevailed  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  country  are  over ;  that  in  the  way  from  hence  to  Mofuk  not  the  leaft 
danger  can  poflibly  happen ;  that  every  day  we  fhall  be  in  a  village,  where 
•refreftiments  may  be  had ;  that  between  Diarbekhr  and  Aleppo^  the  'Defert 
we  have  to  pafs,  will  only  take  us  up  feven  days  i  that  the  $amiel  winds 
may  be  avoided  by  travelling  in  the  night  only ;  and  that  a  guard  of  fol- 
diers,  which  might  be  procured-  from  the  Bajha,  would  fecure  us  from  all 
infult.  Cojee  Raphael  this  morning  joined  in  the  propofal,  on  which  we 
refolved  to  take  this  route,  and  commiffioned  Cojee  Raphael  to  get  the 
neceflary  Rhirmaunds  from  government,  and  every  other  thing  which  may  be 
ufeful  to  us  on  our  journey. 

In  the  evening,  Cojee  Raphael^  after  having  confulted  his  friends  in  the 
city,  on  the  nature  of  our  journey,  returned,  and  gave  us  great  encourage¬ 
ment.  He  confirmed  the  account  before  given  us  by  the  conduftor  of  the 
^akht  Revans^  that  by  that  route  we  (hould  avoid  the  great  Defirt  wholly, 
find  ourfclves  daily  in  towns  or  villages,  and  finifii  our  journey  in  thirty- 
five  or  forty  days.  We  give  ourfelves  up  entirely  to  his  dire(5lions ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  many  difappointments  we  have  met  with  fince  we  left  CaU 
cutta^  begin  again  to  pleafe  ourfelves  with  the  hope  of  being  in  a  few 
months,  in  our  native  country,  blefled  with  the  happy  fight  of  our  families 
and  friends. 

Hahil  Swylem  returned  us  this  morning  1 200  Piajlres ;  the  remainder,  he 
faid,  had  been  laid  out  in  neceflaries  for  us,  which  he  is  to  account  for 
to-morrow.  We  now  find,  even  was  he  in  health,  that  it  would  be  impof- 
fible  for  him  as  yet  to  proceed  on  his  journey,  through  the  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  camels.  He  fent  us  a  meffage  expreflive  of  great  forrow 
for  our  difappointment,  and  with  offers  of  waiting  upon  us,  three  months 
hence.  This  poor  man,  we  think,  has  not  dealt  quite  candidly  with  iis  j 
yet,  believe,  he  was  not  without  hope  of  being  able  to  fulfil  his  contract 
much  better  than  it  has  turaed  out.  He  has  for  the  moft  part,  gotten  his 

livelihood 
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livelihood  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Sbaw^  and  other  European  gentlemen, 

and  they  all  give  him  a  good  charafter.  Mr.  Hemet  thinks  he  will  get  the  v— 

better  of  his  fever, 

I  paid  the  biihop  a  vifit  in  company  with  MefTieurs  Garden  and  Boidge.  June  ii. 
He  Ihewed  us  a  very  large  and  valuable  Ruby,  fome  antique  Onyx  (lones, 
very  curioufly  cut,  and  fome  more  medals.  He  has  two  colleflions  of 
Roman  coins*,  one  of  them  is  compleat,  (which  he  does  not  intend  to 
part  with)  in  a  regular  fucceflion  from  Julius  C^efar  down  to  Conjian- 
4ine.  The  other  fet  (which  has  a  chafm  of  feven  Emperors)  his  lord  (hip 
propofes  to  fell  and  imagines  that  it  may  be  worth  50,000  Piafires. 

He  has  alfo  fome  medals  of  private  Roman  families,  and  a  great  number  of 
the  Kings  of  Syria,  Parthia,  and  Perfta,  Of  the  laft  he  has  many  dupli¬ 
cates  in  gold,  filver,  and  copper. 

Yefterday  returned  a  Patamar  or  exprefs  to  our  Jew  merchant  from  Monday 

Aleppo,  by  the  way  of  the  Befert,  which  he  had  difpatched  from  this  place  *2. 

about  a  month  or  five  weeks  ago.  He  was  robbed  three  times  by  the 
but  knowing  fome  of  the  tribe,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  preferve  the 
letter  he  had  in  charge.  The  Jew  merchant,  with  4  or  500  of  his  brethren, 
as  alfo  many  Mahometans,  are  gone  to  pay  their  annual  devotion  to  the  tomb 
of  Ezekiel  the  prophet,  which  by  their  account  is  at  Kuta  a  village  on  the 
weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates,  eight  or  nine  miles  above  Hilla :  where  like- 
wife  they  (hew  you,  what  they  call  the  -  fiery  furnace,  into  which  Shadrach, 

Mejhach,  and  Ahed-nego  were  thrown.  Somewhere  about  Coma,  are  the  re¬ 
mains  of  an  ancient  tomb,  which  is  faid  to  be  that  of  the  prophet  Ezra ;  and 
in  the  ruins  of  Niniveh,  near  Moful  (of  which  hereafter)  is  one  reported  to  be 
the  prophet  Jonah's.  We  are  impatient  for  the  return  of  the  Jew  hither  to 
open  his  packet,  being  big  with  expedtation  of  news  from  Europe,  Our  fetting 
off  for  Moful  depends  alfo  on  the  return  of  thefe  devotees,  for  we  are  to  be 
ferved  with  thirty  of  their  mules. 

At  three  this  morning,  all  the  party  (except  Mr.  Pye,  whofe  v;ant  of  June  13. 
ftrength  would  not  admit  of  it)  accompanied  by  Mr.  Garden,  and  an  Italian 
milTionary  named  Clementino,  with  one  of  Mr.  Garden's  fervants,  and  an  Arab 
to  (hew  us  the  road,  left  Baghdad  for  Nimrod's  tower.  It  lies  weft  by  north, 
diftant  about  nine  miles.  We  palTed  the  Bygris  by  the  fame  bridge  of  boats 
before-mentioned,  and  rode  through,  the  old  city  of  Baghdad  j  from  whence, 
quite  up  to  the  tower,  ruins  of  buildings  either  wholly  above  or  fome- 
what  under  ground  are  dill  to  be  feen,  which  can  be  no  other  than  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  ancient  Seleticia.  The  ground  began  to  rife  in  a  gentle  afeenr, 
for  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  before  we  reached  the  tower,  occalioned,  as  we 
imagined,  by  the  rubbifti  of  the  old  buildings  which  once  ftpod  here. 

*  He  feemed  to  wilh  that  we  would  give  notice  of  this  to  our  countrymen. 
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1758'.  Whether  the  tower  -was  at  firfl:  of  a  fquare  or  round  form,  is  now  difficult 
to  determine,  though  the  former  is  moft  probablp,  becaufe  all  the 
remaining  bricks  are  placed  fquare,  and  not  in  the  leaft  circular.  The- 
bricks  are  all  twelve  inches  fquare,  and  four  and  an  half  thick.  The 
cement  is  of  mud  or  dime,  mixed  with-  broken  reed  as  we  mix  h^ir 
with  mortar  j  which  dime  might  either  have  been  had  from  one,  of  the 
great  rivers,  or  taken  out  of  one  of  tlie  fwamps.  in  the  plain,  with  which 
the  country  hereabout. very  much  abounds.  We  pafTed  one  of  thefe  fwamps 
in  our  way,  which  was  about  an  hundred,  yards  broad,  and  four  feet  deep. 
Between  Baghdad  and  Kircoote^  according  to  the  bidiop’s,  intelligence,  are  two 
fountains  of  Nuji  Dmar^  or  bituminous  pitch.  It  comes  out  of  the  earth 
boiling  hot  *,  and  this  is  what  fome  writers  have  fuppofed  the  fcriptures  to 
mean  by  dime,  in  the  building  of  the  Tower  of  Bald.  Betwixt  every  feventh 
or  eighth  brick  in  the  tower,  is  a  layer  of  reeds,  of  which  I  took  a  few  for 
the  fake  of  curiofity,  alfo  fome  of  the  dime,  and  a  piece  of  both  forts  of 
T  the  brick,  the  harder  and  fofter;  for  thofe-  which  lie  in  the  rubbifh  are  of 
a,  much  harder  fubftance,  than  what  now  remain  in  the  tower.. 

The  height  of  the  ruin.  is,.  12B  feetj  the  diameter  of  the  larged:  and 
middle  part  about  lOO  feet.  We  judge  it  to  be;  foljd  to  the  center;  yet 
near  the-  top  there  is  a  regular  opening  of  an  oval  form,,  but  as  we  could 
not  climb  up  to,  can  determine  nothing  podtive  about  it;  it  appears, 
however  from,  theprefent  look  tp  have  been,  a  window.  The  circumference 
of  that  part  of  the  tower  which,  remains,  and  is  above  the  rubbidv  is  about 
300  feet,  but  probably,  could  the  foundation  be  come  at,  it  would  be  found  of 
far  greater  extent.  Mr.  Doidge,  from  whofe  draught  with  a  pencil,  the  cop¬ 
per-place  here  inferted,,  was  taken,  calculated  the  vidble.  ruins  of  the  tower 
to  contain  about  100,000  cubic  feet. 

The  prefent  ^urks,  Jews,  and  Arabians^  are  fond  ofbelieving  this  to  be 
the  identical  ruin  of  the  ancient  tower  of  Babel^  for  w-hich  they  affign  a- 
variety  of  realbns  ;  but  all,  fo  void  of  the  appearance  of  truth,  that  to  fet 
about  confuting  them  would  be  lodng  time  in  trifles.  I  am  clearly  of. 
opinion,  from  its  fituation,  and  many  other  circurnftances,.  that  it  never 
could  have  been  the  tower,  of  Bahd~\  but  rather  fufpedl  it  tp  have  been, 
a  beacon  or  watch“-to\\  er  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy;  or 
perhaps  ufed  as  an  obfervatory.  to  infpe^l  the  various  motions  of  the 
heavenly  bodies,  which  fcience  was  fo  much  cultivated  among  the  an¬ 
cient  inhabitants  of  this  country,  that  even  the  Grecians^,  though  defirous 
of  being  efteemed  the  inventors  of  all  arts  and  Iciences,  could  never 
deny  the  Babyloniam  the  honour  of  having  laid  the  foundations  of. 
aftronomy.  And  indeed  the  advantageous  fituation  of  Bahykn^,  which, 
was  built  upon  a  wide,  extended  plain,  where  no  mountain  confined; 
the  profpedl ;  and  the  conftant  clearnefs  and  ferenity  of  the  air  in  that 
country,  fo  favourable  to  the  free  contemplation  of.  the.  heavens,  were 
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fufHclent  motives  to  engage  this  people  in  the  .purfult  of  aftrono'mkal  175s. 
obl'ervations  v— * 

In  our  excurfion  to  the  tower,  we  met  with  no  interruption,  and  faw  but 
very  few  perfons ;  however,  it  would  not  be  prudent  for  a  man  to  go  thither 
alone,  or  even  for  a  large  party  unarmed.  We  all  had  our  piftols  with  us^ 
and  Mr.  Garden's  fervant  carried  a  muileet.  We  tarried  at  the  tower  an 
^  hour  and  half,  and  by  ten  in  the  morning  got  back  to  Mr.  Garden's 
houfe.  In  our  return  through  the  old  city,' we  pafled  dole  by  a  decayed 
Mofqiie^  upon  whofe  dome  we  obferved  a  'flork,  of  the  fize  of  a  goofe, 
its  bread  white,  its  head  black  and  white,  as  were  its  wings  *,  it  had 
a  long  beak,  and  legs  not  lei's  than  two  feet  in  length.  In  its  ned  on 
the  top  of  the  dome,  were  young  'ones,  the  head  of  one  of  them  was- 
vifible  to  us  ;  the  ned  was  built  of  dicks,  and  of  an  entire  round  form  •,  we 
judged  it  to  be  four  feet  deep,  and  at  lead  two  over. 

I  took  notice  this  morning,  that  aimed  all  the  Minarets  bend  or  in-  June  14, 
dine  to  the  fouth-ead.  Two  of  them  lean  very  remarkably  that  way, 
but  whether  they  were  fo  defigned  by  the  builders  I  was  not  able  to  learn. 

-  Perhaps  the  inclination  may  be  owing  to  the  force  of  the  north-wed  wind, 
or  to  the  foundations  giving  way.  From  thefe,  the  people  of  iht  Mofques^ 
five -times  in  the  24  hours,  (at  fun  rife,  at  noon,  at  three^o’dock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  at  fun  fet,  and  afmidnight)  call  the  inhabitants  to  prayers,  crying 
aloud,  “  There  is  but  one  God,  and  Mahomet  is  his  Prophet :  it  is  the  duty 
of  man  to  remembef  his  God.  Mujjulm'en  are  now  by  his  fervants  called 
upon  to  come  and  pay  their  acknowledgments,  and  humbly  to  prefent  their 
fupplications.”'  ”  . . .  ‘ 

We  were  informed  to-day,  thaj:  the  ~BaJha  w^s  preparing  for  war,  and 
would  very  foon  put  his  army  in  march  for  the  north-ward.  The  bifhop, 
who  prefently  afterwards  paid  us  a  vifit,  faid  he  had  heard  the  report, 
though  not  as  a  thing  certain,  but  would  make  farther  enquiry  about  it. 

He  did  not  think  it  improbable,  becaufe  t\\G  Arabs  had  lately  robbed  a  Cara¬ 
van  on  the  northern  road,  and  even  at  this  time,  another  between  Moful 
and  Piarhekir  is  hindered  from  proceeding,  through  the  apprehenlion  of 
meeting  with  the  fame  fate.  Tht  Arabs  and  malecontents  it  feems  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  diforderly  ftate  of  the  government  oi  Moful,  whofe 
new  Bajha  is  not  yet  arrived  there  from  Aleppo ;  the  accounts'  fay,  he  was 
to  leave  Aleppo  the  day  after  the  ending  of  the  Ramadan. 

Nothing  particular:  but  Mr.  Pye  was  fo  much  recovered,  as  to  take  a  June  15. 
ride  round  the  walls  of  the  city.  Baghdad,  by  MelTieurs  Alms  and  Doidge's 
obfervations,  lies  in  latitude  33“  21'  north; 

*  A  principio  Affyrii  propter  planitiem  magmtu'dinemque  regiohum  quas  incolabant, 
cum  coelum  cx  omni  parte  patenS  &  apertum  intuerentur,  tr^jefliones  ttiotufquc  ftellarum 
;  cblervaverunt.  CUc.  hR  1.  de  Divin.  n,  2. 

Q^q  2  The 
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The  devotee Mahometans^  to  the  number  of  above  a  thoufand',. 
returned  to-day  from  the  tomb  of  the  prophet  Ezekiel.  —  Hahil  Swylem^ 
returned  alfo  our  necefTaries  and  arrears  of  money.  We  delivered  the  firft 
into  the  hands  of  the  Aga^  appointed  by  Bajha  for  our  leader  and  pro¬ 
testor.-^ — The  Aga  vifited  us  this  morning,  and  as  fome  days  before  we  had. 
paid  for  the  hire  of  30  mules,  we  agreed  to  leave  Baghdad  x.o-mono^-  in  the 
afternoon.  We  fettled  things  with  him  relating  to  our  journey,  and  man)^ 
civilities  pafled  on  each  fide.  The  route  of  our  future  journey,  as  received- 
from  Cojee  Raphael^  is  as  follows  :: 


Baghdad  to  Tainkjah  -  —  -  — ~ 

Mufabah-Kaun  —  —  — 

Dely-ah'afs-couprie.  Kaun  —  —  — 

Karatapa  —  —  -  — 

AJkee-couprie  —  —  —  — 

Dourcourmate^  —  — ^  •  — 

jT awQok  —  —  — -  — • 

^azatcomatour  —  —  — — 

Kircoote  (a  city)  —  —  — 

Alton  coupri'e  —  •—  — 

Tengee  Kaun  —  ■  —  — 

Arvele  {z  little  city)  —  — -  — 

Zaave.,  where  we  pafs  a  river  upon  KelleckSy  which. 

river  comes  from  Ptrftd^  and  joins  the  Tdygris, - 

Gawerkoe.  —  —  - 

Moful,  a  city,  and*  feat  oi  2iBaJh'a  of  three  tails  — 
Karamlejs.  —  —  —■ 

Another  village,. name  unknown  —  — 

Kirkhook'  —  -  —  — 

Jezira.,  where  is  a.’  Beg^  an  officer  -  of  the  people 

called  Gourds.  —  -  — 

Sheatikoi  —  -  —  —  — 

Taljhehier  —  —  - 

Nifabin,  an  antient  place,,  with  bad  water,-  and  bad 

Kazadera  —  —  —  " 

Golweka  —  —  —  — 

Coajhajfar  — 

Mejkook  —  —  “  — 

Hajfranchai  —  — .  — - 

Cawerourhee  (Merdin  city)  —  — — » 

Marchrean  —  —  —  ^  — - 

Urfa,  a  large  city,,  a  Bajha  of  three  tails,  Qjjce  an 
Armenian  city  ^ 
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Karafecca  —  —  —  , 

Ghopchoplee\  — —  — r—  — -  7 

Birjoupy  here  runs  the  river  Euphrates,  which  we 

crols  to  ^  •—  — ,  6  j,  .vt  anul 
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CHAP.  IV. 


iOccurrences  on  our  journey  from  Baghdad  to  Karatapa,  Afkee-couprie,  Dour- 
courmatee,  Kircoote,  Arvele,  Zaave,  Camalifk-Gawerkoc,  andy[o^\^\^ 
with  our  method  of  travelling. — Obfervations  on  the  face  of  the  country. — 
Defcription  of  a  Turkifh  Mofque.  —  Account  of  their  priefts\  and  of  a 
febi  called  Warfhippers  of  the  Devil.  — State  of  Chrijiianity  in  Turky. — • 
*Xomh  of  St.  Barbara. 


1758. 
June  j  8. 


At  five  this  afternoon  we  left  the  city  of  Baghdad^  having  fent  out  our 
tents,  ^akht  Revans,  and  other  luggage  before  us.  We  found  the 
tents  pitched  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  Tygris,  oppofite  to  a  country  feat 
,of  the  Bajha,  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  walls  of  the  city.  We 
had  the  fatisfaflion  here  to  meet  with  the  bilhop  and  father  Fidelle, 
who  came  to  wilh  us  a  good  journey,  notwithftanding  we  had  mutually 
taken  leave  of  each  other  in  the  city.  His  lordfhip  gave  us  three  recom¬ 
mendatory  letters;  one  to  Padre  Lanza  Italian  miflionary  2xMoful\  a 
fecond  for  Pere  Eugene  a  French  mifiionary  at  Merdin ;  and  the  other  for 
Monf.  Thomas,  conful  for  the  French  nation  at  Aleppo.  Cojee  Raphael  came 
.alfo  and  delivered  us  our  contrafl  with  the  Mulateer,  We  had  thirty 
mules  for  the  following  ufes. 


For  the  two  Takht  Revans  — 
For  two  Cages  for  the  ufe  of  fervants. 
'Saddle-mules  —  — 

For  baggage  —  — 


8 

2 

4 

i6 


For  each  mule  we  are  to  give  45  piaftres,  and  the  Mulateer  is  to  carry  us 
and  our  baggage  to  Aleppo  :  he  is  to  run  all  rifks  ;  if  any  mule  dies  or  be¬ 
comes  lame,  he  is  to  get  another  in  its  room.  He  has  received  900  piaftres, 
the  other  450  are  to  be  paid  him  at  Aleppo.  He  is  to  find  his  mules  in 
provifions ;  and  Ihould  we  make  him  and  his  people  a  prefent  of  a  ftieep 
and  a  little  rice  now  and  then,  it  is  what  they  may  expert  by  way  of  en- 
'  co.uragement  only,  not  a  matter  of  demand. 


7 


Our 
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Our  Sice,  or  groom,  is  to  have  25  piaftres,  to  be  paid  him  at  Aleppo,  1758. 
lihc^ahht  Revan-gee,  or  conduftor,  has  already  been  paid  29  Zirmahoobs,  v— ^ 

and-  on  our  arrival  at  Aleppo  he  is  to  have  3 1  more  to  make  up  60  for  him- 
felf  and  his  feven  men. 

Cojee  Raphael  no'^  told  us,  that  we  mud  provide  a  tent  for  the  Aga,  who 
in  general  will  chufe  to  live  by  himfelf,  and  which  will  be  much  more  con¬ 
venient  for  us.  Having  given  away  one  of  our  India  made  tents  to  Mr. 

Rohingfon  at  Karec,  and  a  fecond  to  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad,  we  commiflioned 
Raphael  to  purchafe  another  for  our  Aga.  We  continue  on  this  fpot  till 
co-morrow  evening,  in  order  to  recolletd  whatever  may  be  wanting,  and 
to  get  ourfelves  well  fupplied  before  we  advance  too  far. 

We  took  a  walk  this  morning  in  one  of  the  Bajha*s  gardens,  and  found  Monday 
black  and  white  grapes  quite  ripe  •,  mulberries  of  the  European  kind,  which 
were  originally  brought  from  Moful,  peaches,  nedlarines,  and  apricots,,  (the- 
two-  fird  were  not  ripe) :  almonds,  apples,  and  plumbs  come  to  perfeftion 
here  in-  their  proper  feafons.  The  quinces,  figs.  Pomegranates,  and 
Moffiings  (a  fruit  not  much  unlike  a  very  fmall  apple,  but  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies)  were  not  ripe,  though  mufk- melons  and  cucumbers  were. 

We  obferved  alfo  a  very  large  fort  of  fervice-berry,  and  fome  olive 
trees.  In  the  afternoon,  feveral  ’Turkijh  and  Armenian  merchants  defired’ 
leave  to  go  in  company  with  us,  which  we  readily  granted, 

Aga  Mahomet  ox  Hamet,  whom  they  call  Aetch  Aga,  carries  with  him^ 
orders  from  Solyman  Bajha,  for  all  governors  and  captains  between  this- 
place  and  Aleppo ;  alfo  four  recommendatory  letters  from  him  to  the  Bajhas- 
of  Moful,  Diarbekir,  Urfa  and  Aleppo :  four  others  from  Abdulla  the  Kahier 
or  prime  fecretary,  to  the  four  Kahiers^  of  thofe  Baflms.  The  four  letters 
for  the  Bajhas  were  put  into  white  purfes,  thofe  for  the  Kahiers  into  red' 
ones.  Mr.  Garden  and  Cojee  recommended  it  to  us,  to  prefent  thc‘ 

Aga  with  500.piaftres  at  parting,  fhould  he  behave  properly.  They  like- 
wife  wifh  that  xhtBritiJh  conful  2.1  Aleppo  would  write  a  letter  by  the  return* 
of  the  Aga  to  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad,  acknowledging  his  favours  to  us.. 

Had  we  been  merchants  indead  of  king’s  fervants,  we  were  told,  we- 
fhould  not  have  met  with  fuch  honours  ;  or  have  been  permitted  to  travel: 
in  Takht  Revans,  or  have  carried  a  gilt  ball  on  the  top  of  our  tent,  none 
but  the  BaJIoa  himfelf  being  allowed  this  lad  privilege.  While  we  con¬ 
tinued  on  this  fpot,  the  Bajha  difcovered  our  gilt  ball  from  his  Seraglio,. 
and  immediately  enquired  whofe  it  was  :  upon  being  told,  that  it  belonged 
to  the  tent  of  the  Englijh  travellers,  he  very  obligingly  replied,,  “  Hake  no¬ 
notice  oj  itP  As  foon  as  we  were  informed,  of  his  politenefs,,  we  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  the  ball  to.  be  taken  down* 

At 
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*75^*  At  feven  o-clock  in  the  evening  we  {truck  on r  tents,  took  leave  of -our 

**  worthy  friend  Mr.  Garden^  and  Cojee  Raphael^  and  at  nine  got  up  to  Kuli 

Khan's  towers  and  entrenchments,  ,raifed  during  his  fiege  of  Baghdad^  to 
prevent  the  garrifon’s  receiving  any  relief  from  this  fide  of  the  country^ 
Thefe  towers  are  eleven  in  number,  and  now  fomewhat  decayed  *,  they  are 
built  of  brick,  have  holes  for  muiketry,  and  itand  at  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  yards  from  each  other. 

June  20.  At  half  paft  two  this  morning  we  got  to  Tainkjah,  having  pafTed  over 
fome  fields  of  wheat-Ilubble and  in  an  hour  after  arrived  at  another  town 
poKEHALAH.  Called  Dokehalah,  .where  we  .continued  till  the  evening.  The  latitude  of 
Dokehalah^  by  obfcrvation,  is  33°  43'  north.  Around  both  thefe  towns 
are  plenty  of  gardens  (inclofed  with  mud-walls)  which  fupply  the  city  of 
Baghdad  with  vegetables  and  fruit.  We  put  up  at  a  clean,  mud-built 
houfe,  one  of  the  .bell  the  place  afforded.  Our  who  was  not  under  the 
lame  roof  with  .us,  came  and  paid  us  his  compliments.  He  appeared  to 
be  a  fen fible  grave  man,  of  few  words,  yet  can  handfomely  exprefs  himfelf 
on  particular  occafions.  We  agreed  before  we  fet  off,  that  he  fhould  fupply 
himfelf,  as  well  as  his  own  three  horfemen  and  their  cattle  with  provifions, 
at  our  expence  *,  and  we  now  commiffioned  him  to  ferve  our  ’Takht  Revan 
men  with  their  provifions,  being  defirous  not  to  have  any  difputes  with  them 
vOn  that  fubjeft. 

At  half  pafl  fix  in  the  evening,  we  mounted  our  horfes  and  mules, 
hut  it  was  almofl  feven  before  we  could  fet  off  with  our  little  Caravan^ 
We  took  an  eaftward  courfe  for  about  an  hour  and  half,  which  brought 
us  to  a  bridge,  thrown  over  one  of  thofe  little  rivulets,  which  run  inta 
the  T'ygris.  We  paffed  over  the  bridge,  and  then  travelled  north.  Very 
many  people  were  going  the  road  to  Baghdad.  One  party  had  a  Caravany 
which  confifled  of  2  or  300  beads,  camels,  mules,  and  affes,  loaded  with 
flraw -fodder,  for  the  Bajha's  flables.  Until  halt  paft  ten  we  marched  over 
a  dead  level  country,  lave  here  and  there  we  met  with  a  hill  of  fand,  blown 
together  by  the  wind.  We  palfed  alfo  leveral  creeks  which  had  fmall  bridges 
over  them  -,  thefe  creeks  are  a  kind  of  artificial  rivulets,  cut  purpofely 
to  fupply  the  adjacent  villages  with  water  from  the  "itygris.  This  great 
river  is  now  to  the  left,  or  the  well  of  us,  and  appears  fometimes  two  or 
three  miles  off,  at  others  not  more  than  half  a  mile.  About  eleven 
we  came  to  a  large  hill,  which  in  this  level  country  rhight  be  jullly  called 
a  mountain  it  feemed  by  moon-light,  to  extend  a  great  way  to  the  eaft¬ 
ward.  I'o  the  right  of  the  high  road  hereabouts,  I  was  informed,  there 
are  feveral  fmall  towns,  that  the  land  is  cultivated  around  them,  and  the 
rivulets  afore- mentioned  ferve  them  with  water.  Now  I  got  into  one  of  the 
^akht  Revan's  for  the  firft  time,  of  whofe  untoward  motion  we  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  difagreeable  account  from  our  European  fervants,  but  which  was 
not  fo  bad  as  to  hinder  me  from  taking  a  fhort  fleep. 
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At  one  in  tlie  morning  we  arrived  at  our  fecond  ftage  Kaun-Mufabah^ 
latitude  33“  58' north,  where  we  pitched  our  tents,  and  lay  in  them:  The 
Caravnnferah  here  is  old  and  not  kept  clean.  Our  Jga  would  have  procured 
us  a  houfe  in  the  village  if  we  had  chofen  it.  About  nine  o’clock,  two  par¬ 
ties  with  camels  and  alTes  came  in  from  Conftantinople^  and  put  up  at  the 
Caravanferah  •,  they  were  accompanied  by  a  few  horiemen,  who  had  been 
robbed  and  wounded  to  the  northward  of  Moful. 

The  evenings  and  nights  are  pleafantly  cool,  but  the  days  very  hot.  We 
get  mutton,  milk,  and  grapes.  We  ate  pretty  freely  yefterday  of  the  laft, 
but  as  fome  of  us  had  fymptoms  of  a  Diarrhixa^  coming  on,  we  denied  oii-r- 
felves  to-day,  and  fed  on  milk.  Few  of  us  have  any  appetite  for  meat, 
fo  that  little  is  ufed.  Yeilerday  we  allowed  ourfelves  one  bottle  of  Madeira 
wine,  and  the  fame  quantity  at  night. 

At  feven  o’clock  this  evening  we  fet  off,  and  travelled  rather  eafterly  for 
about  two  hours,  when  we  crolTed  a  pretty  good  bridge  over  a  creek  of 
the  'Tygris^  and  then  went  north*,  pafled  through  fome  fields  of  corn-ftubble, 
and  about  eleven,  over  a  good  ftone  bridge  built  acrofs  a  river  called 
(according  to  the  found  of  the  word  as  pronounced  by  our  country  fervants) 
Chiba  Harpjie,  which  they  tell  us,  rifes  in  Terfta^  and  falls  into  the  Tygris. 
At  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diflance  to  the  right  of  this  river,  is  a  handlome 
new  Kami  or  Caravanferah^  and  the  ruins  of  an  old  one.  It  is  called 
Soubah-Kaun,  or  Chibach  Couprie^  that  is,  Chibach  Bridge,  The  Aga  obferv- 
ing  that  we  were  defirous  of  feeing  every  thing  that  was  remarkable,  pro- 
pofed  riding  up  to  it,  which  we  did. 

The  late  Bajha  Hamet  performed  a  very  gallant  action  near  this  fpor, 
killing  with  his  lance  a  lion  which  for  three  years  had  been  the  terror  of 
the  whole  neighbourhood  :  they  fay,  that  his  horfe  in  its  violent  exertions 
on  the  occafion,  burft  afunder,  he  then  mounted  a  mare,  which  as  fome 
relate,  kicked  the  lyonon  the  head,  and  ftunned  him  *,  by  this  lucky  circum- 
fiance  the  Bajha  had  an  opportunity  of  plunging  his  lance  into  his  belly, 
and  laying  him  dead  at  his  feet. 

At  three  this  morning,  we  pafled  over  another  fione  bridge  of  two  arches, 
after  travelling  eight  hours,  and  pitched  our  tents  by  the  Caravanferah  of 
Dely-abafs-couprie^  which  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  Doidge,  lies  in 
latitude  34“  10'  north.  This  Kaun  is  but  a  forry  one*,  we  got  to  it  a 
little  after  three  in  the  morning,  but  found  other  travellers  in  pofieflion. 
We  again  repofed  under  our  tents,  having  experienced  this  day  and  yefier- 
day,  to  be  violently  hot  *,  the  hotteft  indeed  I  had  ever  felt,  and  to  me 
almoft  infupportable,  taking  away  the  appetite,  and  producing  an  excelfive 
third: ;  my  fellow  travellers  however  could  eat  a  bit  of  mutton,  and  fup  a 
little  broth,  which  is  more  than  1  can  attempt. 
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At  fome  diftance  up  the  river  is  a  village,  from  whence  we  got  good 
milk,  but  no  fruit.  In  our  journey  for  the  two  laft  ftages,  w'e  obferved 
locufts  in  great  abundance  ;  the  foil  was  well  cultivated  and  fertile,  by  means 
of  the  river-water  being  let  in.  We  paffed  many  travellers,  among  others, 
the  prefent  Bafrja  of  Kircoote,  vyho  for  fome  mifdemeanour  had  fallen  under 
the  Grand  Seignior'^  difpleafure.  He  is  going  to  Baghdad  to  get  Solyman 
Bajha  to  intercede  for  him. 

At  feven  in  the  evening,  we  mounted  again,  with  our  arms  *,  it  being 
thought  expedient  to  be  well  on  our  guard,  until  we  have  pafled  fome 
mountains  in  fight,  called  Kufcadawrie,  often  infelled  by  robbers.  Now 
we  drew  lots,  and  fettled  our  turns  in  the  'Takht  Revans  and  as  Meflieurs 
Pye  and  Pigot,  the  two  lighteft  men,  ride  together  in  one,  we  are  alternately, 
on  and  off  our  horfes  or  mules,  every  two  hours.  The  motion  of  thefe 
vehicles  is  uneafy  ;  yet,  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as  to  prevent  wearied 
travellers  from  getting  a  little  fleep,  which,  though  broken  and  interrupted, 
we  find  to  be  of  great  benefit. 

The  heat  of  this  day  has  been  beyond  meafure  fatiguing.  I  intended  ta 
have  proceeded  to,  and  paffed  over  the  mountains  on  horfe-back  with  my 
arms  but  foon  became  fo  faint  and  weak,  as  to  be  obliged  to  difmount, 
and  betake  myfelf  to  the  Takht  Revan,  ’till  nine  o’clock,  when  1  remounted 
at  the  foot  of  the  hills  with  fome  degree  of  fpirits,  and  fo  travelled  on  till 
eleven,  amidft  romanric,  craggy,  flinty  rocks,  formed  very  advantageoufly 
for  giving  a  few  robbers  an  opportunity  of  attacking  a  great  number  of 
paffengers :  but  fortunately  none  prefented  themfelves.  At  twelve  we- 
got  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hills,  into  a  well  cultivated  valley,  where 
were  corn-ftubbles.  This  vale  is  flooded  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
farmer,  by  a  little  river  which  we  paffed  over,  called  Narin,  whofe 
water  is  very  brackifh,  owing  to  the  fait  petre,  with  which  the  foil 
abounds. 

About  two  in  the  morning,  as  we  marched  on,  we  difcovered  a  fmall 
village  to  the  left,  inhabited  by  the  hufbandmen  of  the  arable  lands  ;  we 
diftinguifhed  it  by  the  light:<l;  and  barking  of  dogs.  At  four,  we  got  near  the 
town  Karatapa,  lying,  by  Mr.  Doidge's  obfervation,  in  34°  30'  N.  latitude 
but  our  mulateers  miftaking  the  road,  it  was  half  pafl;  five  before  we  reached 
it.  The  Jga  advanced  before,  and  at  our  entrance  met  us,  enquiring  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  our  pleafure  to  pitch  our  tents,  or  put  up  in  an  houfe  :  we 
chofe  the  latter,  and  were  fliewn  to  the  chief’s,  wherein  were  prepared  two 
or  three  well  fwept  apartments,  with  carpets  and  cufhions  laid  on  the  ground. 
This  is  a  good  looking  Purkijh  country  town,  built  with  mud  •,  it  ftands  on 
an  eminence,  and  the  ftreets  are  broader  than  any  I  have  feen  in  Purky. 
The  inhabitants  were  more  fwarthy  than  thofe  of  Baghdad,  owing,  probabljr 
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to  their  working  in  the  fields  and  gardens ;  here  are  many  gardens,  and  yet 
,we  can  get  no  fruit. 

In  this  town  of  Karatapa  are  lilindreds  of  Ztorks  *,  you  fee  them  almoft 
on  every  houfe,  in  every  garden,  and  on  the  walls  and  trees.  They  feeni 
to  think  themfelves  in  great  fecurity,  are  in  no  kind  of  fear  at  the  fight  or 
approach  of  man  or  beaft.  They  had  three  or  more  young  ones  in  their 
nelts.  The  old  birds  make  a  very  odd  noife  with  their  beaks,  not  unlike 
that  of  the  Negrces  mufical  finger-cracker.  When  this  is  doing,  the 
head  is  turned  backward,  and  the  upper  bill  placed  on  the  rump,  while 
the  under  is  fet  into  the  quickefi;  motion,  and  made,  to  a6t  upon  the 
other  :  this  bird’s  beak  is  eight  or  nine  inches  in  length  like  that  of  the 
Pelican,  and.  of  the  fame  fbape  \  there  is  alfo  a  fmall  red  bag  hanging  at 
the  throat. 

The  houfe  we  refide  in  belongs  to  the  Sheick  of  the  village,  who  cleared 
it  of  his  women,  and  had  it  cleaned  on  our  account.  The  walls  are  very 
thick,  whereby  the  heat  is  much  lefs  dittrefiing  than  in  the  two  preceding 
days.  The  water  here  would  have  been  good,  had  it  been  firfi;  fined,  but 
this  our  fervants  carelefly  negleded  :  we  find  by  experience,  that  half  an 
ounce  of  the  powder  of  Alumy  thrown  into  12  or  14  gallons  of  muddy  water, 
will  in  an  hour  and  half  make  it  perfedly  clear  •,  learning  this  before  we 
left  Bajfora,  we  there  fupplied  ourfelves  with  a  fufficiency  of  Alu7n  for  thefe 
ufes.  We  found  no  inconvenience  from  the  and  I  am  inclined  to 

think  that  it  is  not  only  an  excellent  purifier  of  thick  muddy  water,  but  that 
in  hot  climates,  it  cools  the  body  and  braces  up  the  relaxed  fibres. 

At  fix  this  evening,  the  weather  was  cloudy,  which  we  very  feldom  had 
an  opportunity  of  noting  before ;  the  air  fince  we  left  Bajfora^  has  been  very 
dry,  a  few  nights  on  the  Euphrates  excepted.  The  primings  to  our  fire¬ 
locks  and  piftols  were  never  damp.  Our  Aga  here  acquainted  us,  that  he 
thought  it  proper  to  take  with  us  the  armed  men  of  the  place,  and  if  we 
approved  of  it,  he  would  fpeak  to  the  Commandant  to  be  ready  to  march. 
(By  virtue  of  his  order  from  the  Bajha  he  could  command  this  j  neverthelefs 
a  pecuniary  fatisfadion  from  us  will  be  expeded).  We  confented,  and  at 
feven  fet  out  with  our  guard  confiding  of  an  of§,cer  and  12  horfemen  equip¬ 
ped  with  piftols  and  lances. 

On  our  left  were  the  ruins  of  fome  houfes  •,  and  at  a  quarter  after  feven  a 
Chocarda  who  rode  poft,  pafled  us,  accompanied  with  two  horfemen  fervants  \ 
they  were  from  Moful  going  to  Baghdad^  and  their  nev/s  was,  that  the 
Bafija  from  Aleppo  was  expected  at  Mojul  next  Monday^  and  that  two  Caravans 
were  ftill  detained  there.  At  half  paft  eight,  there  fell  a  fhower  of  large 
drops  of  rain  j  a  fhort  but  acceptable  refreftiment  to  fuch  thirfty,  panting 
wretches  as  we  are. 
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At  twelve  we  crofTcd  another  river  (which  they  called  like  the  lad,  Nartn) 
on  a  little  paltry  bridge.  All  this  night  we  travelled  over  a  hilly,  ftony, 
uncultivated  country,  until  about  half  a  mile  before  we  reached  AJkee  couprie^ 
to  which  place  we  got  at  half  paft  two  in  the  morning.  Here  we  found 
the  Sheick's  houfe  ready  to  receive  us,  the  Aga  having  advanced  before  for 
that  purpofe. 


This  village  lies  by  obfervation  in  34®  50'  north  latitude ;  is  built  on  an 
hill,  hath  rivulets  running  by  it,  the  water  of  which  is  very  clear  and  good. 
We  could  get  no  fruit  here  unlefs  the  Booherry^  but  were  told,  that  at  the 
next  ftage  we  fhall  get  fruit,  as  well  as  wii\e  \  both  will  be  very  acceptable. 
The  want  of  the  firll  we  judge  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  our  being  all  pain¬ 
fully  conftipated  *,  and  the  ftock  of  wines  laid  in  at  Calcutta  and  Bombay^  is  ex¬ 
pended  or  deftroyed  to  about  three  dozen  of  bottles.  Aga  indeed  puts  us 
to  no  expence  for  wine  or  ftrong  liquors  j  he  drinks  only  coffee,  fherbetand 
water:  a  man  every  way  different  from  our  Bajfora  Chocarda,  Twenty 
Piajires  were  given  to  the  Commandant  for  himfelf  and  the  troop  which 
efcorted  us  hither ;  and  as  the  Caravan  for  Moful  had  been  lately  rob¬ 
bed  between  this  fpot  and  Kircoote^  the  Aga  recommended  our  taking 
another  guard  j  he  behaves  with  great  care  and  modefty,  and  affured  us, 
in  a  very  pleafing  manner,  that  his  only  ftudy  is  that  of  our  eafe  and 
fafety.  We  hope  he  is  a  "Turk  of  honour,  and  fo  fubmit  ourfelves  to  his 
diferetion. 


We  faw  this  morning  in  the  air,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  very  fmall  bats, 
and  about  noon  we  obferved  thoufands  of  them  clinging  to  the  rafters  of  our 
houfe.  We  fpent  this  day  comfortably,  compared  with  fome  that  werepaff:, 
chiefly  owing  to  our  being  in  a  houfe.  Our  tents  are  made  of  canvas,  well 
painted,  lined  with  chintz,  and  have  alfo  a  marquis ;  but  a  painted  tent 
like  our’s,  is  better  calculated  to  rcfiff:  the  rain  than  the  heat  •,  and  could  we 
have  forefeen  that  we  fhould  have  come  a  road,  where  we  hitherto  have 
found  plenty  of  water,  a  common  canvas  tent  would  have  better  anfwered 
our  end  ;  as  in  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  might  have  kept  it  conftantly  wetted 
with  water,  which  is  altogether  impratflicable  with  thofe  we  now  have.  The 
wind  blows  generally  frefli,  but  fo  loaded  with  burning  particles  of  fand, 
that  we  find  it  more  for  our  refrefhment  to  follow  the  Eaji  India  cuftom  of 
Ihutting  it  out,  than  admitting  it  to  us. 


A  little  before  fun-fet,  we  began  to  march  ;  our  little  Caravan  is  now 
inereafed,  feveral  travellers  going  our  way  having  joined  us  for  proteftion. 
It  confifts  of  our  own  three  horfes,  and  twenty  five  mules,  there  ought  to 
have  been  thirty  •,  in  excufe  for  the  deficiency,  the  mulateer  pretends  that 
although  we  agreed  for  eight  mules  to  our  two  Takht  Revans,  and  two  to 
our  cages,  yet  from  cuftom,  there  fhould  be  but  four  for  the  firft,  and  one 
for  the  laft,  and  that  Cojee  Raphael  knew  of  this  cuftom,  and  agreed  to 
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theobferving  It:  we  have  now  no  remedy,  unlefs  at  Aleppo,  To  our  Cara- 
•um,,  mufl:  be  added  our  and  his  three  fervants  horfes,  eight  horfe- 

guards,  and  near  50  mules  or  afles.  The  moon  not  rifing  till  late,  the 
^akht  Revans  were  preceded  by  two  great  lights,  placed  in  iron  ftoves,  and 
carried  by  7'urkijh  fervants. 

All  this  night,  we  travelled  a  W.  N.  W.  courfe,  having,  not  far  to  our 
right,  a  chain  of  high,  rocky  mountains,  which  are  called  Courmaratida^  Courmaratida 
among  which  are  ruins  of  ancient  fortrelfes,  but  now  v/ithout  inhabitants*,  Mountains, 
and  on  the  top  of  three  or  four  of  the  mountains  are  fome  decayed  tur¬ 
rets  built  by  Kuli  Khan.  Thefe  mountains  (land  about  N.  W,  and 
S.  E.  they  continued  near  to  us  without  any  break,  till  three  in  the  June  25. 
morning,  when  we  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dowzcourmatee.  Here  Douzcour- 
the  mountains  ceafe  for  a  while,  and  a  valley  begins,  through  which  run 
many  little  rivers  *,  we  paffed  over  five  or  fix  by  bridges  of  one  and  two 
arches.  To  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  this  town,  the  whole  night’s 
journey  was  barren  and  uncultivated,  when  we  came  upon  fome  corn- 
ilubble,  in  which  were  abundance  of  Locujis :  many  thoufands  of  them 
miift  be  deftroyed  by  the  trampling  of  our  cattle  *,  but  their  numbers  not- 
withftanding,  fall  vaftly  Ihort  of  what  I  faw  in  Madagafcar.,  where  the  air 
hath  been  fo  full  of  them,  that  a  man  could  not  be  diftinguilhed  at  the 
diftance  of  a  hundred  yards. 

Douzcourmatee  is  compofed  of  good  mud  houfes,  the  gardens  arc  well 
walled,  and  yield  date.s,  apricots,  apples  and  grapes,  the  latter  not 

ripe.  The  feverity  of  the  laft  winter  had  fpoiled  many  of  the  vines,  but 

we  were  told,  that  commonly,  good  wine  is  to  be  found  in  this  place. 

The  Aga.,  as  ufual,  went  before,  and  got  a  room  ready  for  our  reception. 

We  procured  fome  good  milk,  a  lamb,  very  fine  apples,  and  cucun> 
bers.  Lafi  night  the  wind  was  high,  and  mofl  difagreeably  hot  and  dry¬ 
ing  *,  I  fpoke  to  our  holt  of  the  fuffocating  effeft  which  I  experienced 
from  it,  and  he  told  me  to  confider  'it  as  a  Ihort  and  flight  vifit  of  the 
Samkl. 

This  morning,  we  obferved  rnany  women  of  the  village  very  bufy  in 
fupplying  their  families  with  water  from  the  running  ftreams,  at  the  toot 
of  the  hills,  in  earthen  pitchers.  Two  men  of  confiderable  confcquence, 
vifjted  us  i  the  governor  of  the  place  and  country  adjacent,  v/as  one 
of  them,  and  who  is  a  near  relation  of  the  Bafna  of  Diarbekir.,  a  handfome 
man  of  thirty  years  of  age  *,  the  other  was  the  Commandant  of  a  thoufand  of 
Bajha  Sclyman'^s  forces,  which  are  maintained  here.  Oury^^?  confulted  them 
on  the  ftate  of  the  country  we  are  to  pafs  through  the  following  night,  and 
learned  that  it  is  not  altogether  peaceable,  for  very  lately  a  courier  of  the 
Brpa  of  Baghdad  accompanied  with  fix  or  eight  other  horfemen,  had  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  lame  Arabs:  we  therefore  refolved  to  take  15  foot  foldiers,  and  tjut 
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the  Shekk  who  lives  at  fome  diftance  in  our  road,  fhould  join  us  with  Arals^ 
who  would  be  of  more  fervice  to  us  than  a  greater  number  of  any  other 
kind,  as  Avals  do  not  ufually  fight  with  Arabs  \  but  this  order  is  difcretional, 
and  left  to  the  Shekk  to  decline  executing,  provided  he  (hall  be  convinced 
that  the  road  is  not  infefted. 

We  fet  off  at  feven  in  the  evening  as  ufual,  and  without  any  molellation 
got  to  Tawook^  in  35°  10'  north  latitude,  about  half  paft  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  having  had  for  two  thirds  of  the  way,  mountains  at  a  fmall  diftance 
on  our  right,  but  for  the  laft  part  of  our  journey,  they  were  farther  from 
us,  inclining  more  to  the  eaftward  of  the  north  :  when  we  were  only  about 
a  mile  from  the  village  they  were  almoft  out  of  fight,  and  a  plain,  or  ex- 
tenfive  vale  fucceeded,  through  which  palled  many  a  rivulet  of  good  watery 
over  one  of  them  was  a  water-mill  at  work. 

This  village  is  but  a  forry  one,  feated  on  a  hill ;  w'e  got  to  it  over  a  very 
ftony  road  :  the  adjacent  country  was  rude  and  barren,  if  we  except  a  very 
few  ftubble  acres.  The  inhabitants  of  Tawook  breed  filk-worms,  and 
weave  a  filk,  which  they  fend  for  fale  to  the  merchants  of  Baghdad^  and 
other  towns. 

We  were  not  fo  well  off  here  for  lodgings,  as  of  late,  yet  thofe  we  have 
are  much  lefs  difagreeable  than  a  tent,  and  are  the  bell  the  place  affords : 
they  belonged  to  a  private  man  whofe  wives  were  obliged  to  move  out ;  we 
faw  them  in  the  yard,  nor  did  they  feem  to  take  much  pains  to  conceal 
their  faces.  But  this  was  not  ,the  firft  country  village  fince  we  left  Bagh^ 
dady  where  we  noticed  the  women  to  be  little  fcrupulous  in  this  re-* 
fpedt.  Two  or  three  females  are  our  fellow-travellers;  they  ride  aftride 
their  mules,  but  with  the  black  horfe-hair  covering  over  their  faces ;  and 
as  the  cuftom  of  the  country  forbids  us  even  to  look  at,  much  lefs  to 
fpeak  to  them,  we  remain  entire  ftrangers  to  each  other,  nor  can  we 
gratify  our  inclinations  by  complimenting  them  in  any  refpedt  whatever. 
Mr.  Shaw,  who  has  refided  many  years  among  the  people  of  Turky^ 
affured  me,  it  was  not  only  the  higheft  affront  you  could  poffibly  fhew 
a  I'urk  to  enquire  for  the  health  of  the  female  part  of  his  family,  but 
that  it  was  efteemed  very  rude  even  to  mention  the  name  of  any  of  the 
fair  fex. 

The  laft  night  was  very  pleafant,  the  air  cool  and  ferene,  which,  thank 
God,  continues  even  now,  though  twelve  at  noon.  Five  ^urks  with  high 
caps  on  their  heads,  and  armed,  paffed  us  juft  now  on  horfeback,  and 
alfo  a  fmall  caravan  with  about  12  camels  and  20  affes  loaded  with 
tobacco,  which  probably  was  under  the  protection  of  thefe  high  cap 
gentlemen. 
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V/ith  the  fame  fellow-travellers  as  yefterday,  and  about  fifteen  foot  fol-  175^* 
dicrs  taken  from  hence,  we  began  our  march  at  feven  in  the  evening,  and  y— — * 

continued  advancing  over  barren  ground  for  the  village  Tazalcomatoor^ 
until  we  got  oppofice  to  it.  We  then  ftruck  off  to  the  right,  travelling 
more  north,  dlredtly  for  Kircoote^  taking  care  not  to  touch  at  the  firft  men¬ 
tioned  village.  By  this  condud,  they  fay,  we  fave  a  two  hour’s  journey. 

Until  we  got  within  four  or  five  miles  of  Kircoote^  we  paffed  nothing  but 
uncultivated  ftony  lands ;  but  then  all  was  arable  to  the  city,  and  for  fome 
miles  around  was  a  fine  plain. 

We  reached  Kircoote^  which  lies  in  35°  30'  of  north  latitude,  at  four  27. 

in  the  morning,  and  paffed  by  the  town  and  citadel  to  a  houfe  which  Kircgote. 
had  been  provided  for  us,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  town.  The  fort  is 
of  an  oblong  figure,  fituated  on  a  high  artificial  mount,  which  in  the  rainy 
feafon  is  by  the  run  of  waters  from  the  neighbouring  mountains,  made  an 
jfland.  About  fifteen  years  ago.  Nadir  Shah  took  it  after  a  fiege  of  24  days: 
an  old  ’Turkijh  gentleman  of  the  place  informed  me,  that  the  citadel  was 
defended  by  the  inhabitants  unaffifted  by  the  foldiery  *,  about  5000  were  in 
arms,  nor  did  they  furrender  but  on  honourable  terms  ;  their  properties  were 
fecured  to  them,  only  a  grant  of  provifions  for  the  Perjian  army  was  agreed 
to.  Kuli  Khan  conformed  himfelf  to  the  letter  of  the  capitulation,  till  he 
returned  from  his  unfuccefsful  expedition  againft  Moful^  and  no  longer  *,  for 
he  then  levied  heavy  contributions,  and  on  the  approach  of  the  Purkijh 
army,  retired,  taking  with  him  as  much  money  as  he  could  get  from  the 
inhabitants,  as  well  as  goods  and  effedts  for  the  ufe  of  his  army.  A  little 
to  the  fouthward  of  the  town  he  ftored  a  magazine  with  corn  and  other  pro¬ 
vifions  ;  thefe,  he  could  not  conveniently  take  away,  nor  would  he  deftroy 
them,  but  left  them  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  enemy.  During  the  fiege 
of  the  citadel,  near  500  of  the  defenders  were  killed,  and  the  people 
in  general  were  very  much  fatigued  and  diftrefled.  To  the  eaftward 
of  the  city  mount,  is  the  tomb  of  the  ^urkijl^  BaJIm  HoJJein^  who  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Derhent  by  a  mufket  ball  from  Nadir  ShaPs 
army,  and  then  put  to  death  by  the  fabre  of  a  mercilefs  Perjian  foldierj 
for  which  difhonourable  and  inhuman  acfl,  the  Shah  ordered  him  im¬ 
mediately  to  be  executed,  and  fent  the  body  of  the  Bajhu  hither  to  be 
honourably  interred  j  this  incident  happened  a  fliort  time  before  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  Kir  coot  e. 

The  inhabitants  in  general,  are  maintained  by  agriculture,  the  lands  here* 
abouts  -being  very  fertile  j  large  quantities  of  corn  are  fent  from  hence  to 
foreign  markets  :  the  mechanics,  fuch  as  taylors,  fhoemakers,  &c.  live  as 
in  other  places,  by  their  induftry.  But  there  is  no  manufadlure  carried  on 
here  of  any  confequence. 

We  were  fupplied  with  i^retty  good  mutton,  eggs,  grapes,  apples,  cu¬ 
cumbers,  figs,  fugar-candy  and  bread. 


The 
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The  houfe  to  which  we  were  conduded  was  at  the  dlftance  of  a^  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  town  *,  it  had  a  pretty  garden,  with  a  neat  pond,  grafs  plats, 
rofe  trees  and  running  ftreams,  whofe  banks  were  agreeably  jflvaded  by  the 
willow.  This  fpot  belongs  to  the  chief  of  the  Mahometan  priefts  ;  our  Aga 
had  rode  on  before,  and  obtained  permifllon  of  the  governor  and  prieil  for 
our  admittance.  We  made  a  fhort  repaft,  and  about  five,  threw  ourfelves 
down  on  our  cots.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  the  governor,  the  MiiffaUm  or 
captain  of  the  fort,  and  commanding  Janizary^  with  two  or  three  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  officers,  came  to  vifit  us  j  as  we  were  not  rifen,  they  flayed  fome  little 
time  with  the  pried,  and  our  Aga^  and  then  went  away  leaving  their  com¬ 
pliments.  The  real  governor  of  Kircoote  is  a  Bajha  of  two  tails,  who  at 
prefent  was  in  difgrace,  as  jud  obferved  j  the  gentleman  who  aded  in 
ins  abfence  is  only  fro  temfore. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Dcidge  and  I  returned  the  vifit,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Aga^  an  interpreter,  and  two  other  fervants.  We  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  high  marks  of  refped;  *,  dools  with  culhions  both  for  our  feats, 
and  feet,  were  placed  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  governor.  The  gover¬ 
nor  received  us  after  the  common  cudom  in  Turky,  fitting  on  his  carpet, 
but  politely  bending  his  body,  and  bringing  his  hand  up  to  his  bread ;  and 
after  we  were  feated,  he  pad  fome  handfome  compliments,  and  gave  us  an 
'  invitation  to  tarry  four  or  five  days  for  our  refrediment,  alTuring  us  that 
after  having  entertained  us  in  the  bed  manner  in  his  power,  he  would  take 
care  that  at  our  departure,  we  fhould  be  very  well  efcorted.  We  excufed 
ourfelves  from  tarrying,  but  thanked  him  for  his  polite  offer.  On  his  left 
hand,  fat  eight  or  ten  of  the  principal  Turks  of  the  place  mod  of  them  were 
very  perfonable,  as  indeed  the  Turks  in  general  are,  both  as  to  dature  and 
comelinefs,  adorned  with  full,  large,  piercing  black  eyes,  and  arched 
eye- brows.  Curiofity  had  brought  about  the  court-yard  where  we  were  en¬ 
tertained,  a  great  number  of  fpedators,  who  had  never  before  feen  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  habit.  We  enquired  among  other  things,  concerning  the  prefent 
date  of  affairs  in  Perjia^  but  could  not  find  that  they  had  any  late  accounts. 
It  was  obferved  during  the  converfation,  that  unhappy  kingdom  had  not 
only  been  made  miferable  for  many  years  pad  through  the  fword,  but  by 
the  plague ;  which  occafioned  me  to  fay  that  thefe  two  were  the  greated  of 
human  curfes;  on  which  the  governor  gravely  replied,  “they  are  not  of 
but  of  GodP 

In  the  evening,  our  party,  in  company  with  three  or  four  prieds,  fpent 
an  hour  or  two  on  the  fide  of  the  pond,  into  which  continually  flowed  feveral 
pleafant  rivulets.  The  Chief  Prteji^  who  feemed  to  have  an  haughty  fpirir, 
informed  me,  that  within  the  fort  was  preferved  the  tomb  of  the  Chrijlian 
Sc.  Dennis^  buried  here  at  time  when  Chrijiians  had  pofieflions  in  this 
country.  No  fooner  had  he  concluded,  than,  very  abruptly,  he  by  the  in¬ 
terpreter,  put  to  me  the  following  quedion  :  “  Since  we  Mujulmen  have  in 
-  5  “  die 
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the  higheft  regard  all  the  Prophets,  whom  Chrift'ians  revere  \  and  fince  we  i75^' 
“  even  greatly  honour  and  refped;  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  how  comes  it  v— ’ 

“  that  you  Chrijiians,  pay  no  regard  at  all  to  our  Prophet  f  ”  Defirous  of 
avoiding  to  enter  on  what  I  efteemed  a  dangerous  fubjedt,  I  faid,  That  as 
“  we  were  not  priefts,  but  men  whofe  bufinefs  was  to  ferve  their  King  and 
‘‘  country  by  fea,  fuch  religious  matters  did  not  naturally  fall  under  our 
“  confideration.”  This  anfwer  did  not  prove  fatisfadlory,  for  the  prieft  re¬ 
peated  the  queftion  with  an  uncommon  earneftnefs ;  to  which  I  anfwered, 

“  That  there  were  not  wanting  among  Chrijlians,  men,  who  paid  home  at- 
“  tention  to  the  memory  of  Mahomet,  on  account  of  the  charitable  maxitns 
“  he  inculcated  •,  and  the  temperance  and  fobriety  which  he  fo  ftridlly  en- 
“  joined  his  followers.’*  He  muttered  to  himfelf,  but  faid  no  more.  I 
afterwards  bathed  in  the  prieft’s  rivulet,  under  the  fhade  of  the  willows  ; 
which  brought  to  my  remembrance,  the  fatisfadion  I  had  formerly  enjoyed 
of  the  fame  kind  in  the  pleafant  ftream  of  the  Avon. 

The  Aga  judged  it  proper  to  reft  this  day  here,  both  for  the  relief  of  June  2I. 
men  and  beafts  :  the  heat  to-day  and  yefterday,  though  great,  hath  yet  been 
tolerable  the  nights  are  agreeably  cool,  and  have  continued  fo  during 
our  whole  journey.  Agreeable  to  advice  given  us  before  we  entered  “Turky, 
we  all  decline  having  the  leaft  pretence  to  phyfical  or  chirnrgical  knowledge 
for  otherwife,  our  lodgings  from  morning  to  night  would  be  crowded  with 
patients :  as  it  is,  there  are  many  who  apply  to  us  and  aflc  queftions,  but 
we  do  not  forget  to  let  them  know,  wx  fpeak  from  hearfay  only. 

Storks  are  here  in  abundance.  We  have  heard  no  Tinging  birds,  except  the 
lark,  fince  we  left  the  Euphrates.  Yefterday,  for  the  firft  time  fince  I  left 
England,  I  faw  a  magpye.  We  find  here  a  troublefome  biting  gnat,  or 
Mufcheto,  different  from  all  others,  in  that  it  makes  no  buzzing  noife  upon 
its  approach. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  mounted  our  beafts,  accompanied  by  the  Muf- 
felem  and  our  Aga  we  fet  out  earlier  than  ufual,  in  order  to  fee  the  fort ;  three 
or  400  boys  followed  us,  who  were  very  rude,  and  proceeded  even  to  throw 
ftones  at  us,  which  behaviour  gave  the  Aga  and  Mujfelem  a  great  deal  of 
vexation.  We  afeended  the  hill  on  horfe-back,  and  fo  entered  the  citadel  •, 
rode  through  a  Bazar,  and  feveral  narrow  ftreets.  The  length  of  the  fort 
was  about  250  yards,  breadth  i20;  the  hill  it  is  upon,  together  with  the 
wall,  is  about  80  feet  high  :  a  work  of  great  labour,  confifting  of  earth  and 
fmall  ftones  well  rammed.  We  faw  no  cannon,  nor  any  regular  baftions  ; 
the  ftrength  of  the  place  depends  on  its  fituation,  and  capability  of  being 
defended  with  ftones  and  mufketry.  Many  common  trades  are  carried  on 
by  the  inhabitants  within  the  fort.  We  faw  feveral  of  their  women,  W'hofe 
curiofity  had  led  them  to  the  tops  of  their  houfes  to  view  the  Franks.  We  were 
conduced  to  a  Mofque  with  a  Minaret,  and  there  were  defired  to  difmount ; 
which  we  did,  following  the  example  of  our  Aga ;  we  were  then  bade  to 
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pull  off  our  boots,  before  we  entered  the  church  to  fee  the  tomb  of  Sf, 
Dennis:  as  we  had  received  no  intimation  that  any  fuch  honour  as  feeing  a 
Mofque  was  intended  us,  and  not  knowing  that  Chrijlians  were  ever  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter,  we  hefitated,  and  ordered  it  to  be  intimated  to  the  Caliph 
who  was  there,  that  we  had  always  underftood  that  none  but  thofe  of  the 
Mahometan  faith  were  allowed  to  go  into  their  churches,  and  that  our 
curiofity  was  fufficiently  fatisfied,  defiring  that  we  might  do  nothing  irre¬ 
gular.  He  replied,  it  was  true  that  Chrijlians,  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
were  not  allowed  to  enter,  but  as  we  were  travelling  gentlemen,  and 
Chrijlian  Saints  were  depofited  here,  they  wifhed  to  oblige  us,  and  provided 
we  left  our  boots  without,  there  was  nothing  that  hindred  our  admiflion. 
We  ftill  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  the  ftep,  and  were  the  more  uneafy 
about  it  by  an  incident  which  had  happened  between  Mr.  Pigot  and  the 
Chief  Prieji.  On  this  critical  occafion  we  looked  round,  but  could  not  for  the 
crowd  difeover  our  Jga-,  we  then  made  the  interpreter  call  aloud  for  him, 
and  agreed  he  fliould  be  afleed,  if  there  was  nothing  improper  in  the  thing 
propofed,  and  whether  we  ran  any  rifk  in  complying  :  he,  with  great  feriouf- 
nefs  fpoke  to  the  prieft  and  Mujfelem,  and  after  receiving  their  anfwers,  he  told 
us,  “No.”  We  then  defired  that  he  himfelf  Ihould  Ihew  us  the  way; 
accordingly  he  pulled  off  his  boots,  and  entered  the  Mofque ;  we  did  the 
fame,  and  found  it  a  neat  little  building  without  painting,  or  other  orna¬ 
ments  :  it  had  a  fmall  pulpit  fomewhat  raifed,  and  two  tombs  railed  round, 
in  which  they  told  us  were  the  remains  of  two  ancient  holy  Chrijlians ; 
one  of  them  they  called  Saint  Dennis,  the  other  we  could  not  make  out, 
they  faid  either  Hofea  or  Ifaiah.  I  afleed,  if  they  were  fure  it  was  not  the 
tomb  of  2ijew  inftead  of  a  Chrijlian?  Was  anfwered,  no  Jew,  but  a  Chrif- 
tian.  Within  the  railing  were  the  coffins  of  the  dead,  but  as  thefe  were 
covered,  our  curiofity  carried  us  no  farther.  The  prieft  of  the  Mofque 
fprinkled  us  with  rofe-water,  and  threw  fome  on  our  handkerchiefs ;  and 
then  we  withdrew  to  the  porch,  where  he  aflced  us  for  a  prefent,  which  we 
ordered  our  fervant  to  give  him.  We  put  on  our  boots,  mounted  our 
horfes,  and  rode  out  of  the  fort  to  follow  the  Caravan,  which  had  already 
began  its  march. 


We  had  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  prieft  had  fixed  his  eye  upon  Mr- 
Pigot,  a  handfome  youth  of  about  twenty,  to  make  a  convert  of  him ;  for  he 
took  feveral  occafions  to  go  to  him,  whilft  he  lay  on  his  cot  in  a  ftiady  retreat, 
and  endeavoured  this  very  afternoon  to  make  him  repeat  after  him  fome 
Turkijh  fentences,  which  Mr.  Pigot,  unfufpicious  of  danger,  attempted  to  do  : 
the  prieft  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  directed  him*to  ftand  (as  Mr.  Pigot 
underftood  rather  by  his  motions  than  words)  inftead  of  continuing  to  lie  at 
length  on  his  cot:  Francifeo,  one  of  our  country  fervants,  diMaronite  Chrif- 
tian,  and  born  at  Aleppo,  paffing  by  and  hearing  him  repeat  the  words  Allah 
il  Allah,  Muhamed  refoul  Allah  f  which  fignified,  a  declaration  of  the  exif- 
tence  of  one  God,  and  of  Mahomet  being  his  true  Prophet,  called  to  Mr.  Pigoty 
and  defired  him  not  to  repeat  them :  he  then  ran  to  me,,  defiring  with  tears  in 
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Ills  eyes,  that  I  would  enjoin  the  young  gentleman  not  to  fuffer  hlmfelf  any 
more  to  be  thus  exercifed,  for  the  prieft  was  attempting  to  convert  him  to 
Mahometanifm ;  adding,  he  knew  an  inftance  of  it  at  Smyrna^  where  an 
unwary  perfon  having  been  taught  the  like  words,  the  meaning  of  which 
he  did  not  underftand,  and  enticed  to  repeat  them  before  proper  witnefTes, 
found  himfelf  under  a  neceflity  of  undergoing  the  other  ceremonies,  as  ablu¬ 
tion,  circumcifion,  &c.  which  are  always  the  appendages  of  converfion.  This 
lervant  fince  affured  me,  that  the  Chief  Prieji  did  then  and  often  afterwards 
highly  abufe  him  for  having  intermeddled  ;  adding,  that  he  was  now  grown 
old,  muft  die  foon,  and  .would  go  to  hell,  unleTs  he  embraced  the  true 
faith.  On  our  leaving  the  prieft’s  houfe,  we  defired  his  acceptance  of  fome 
raw  coffee,  and  half  a  dozen  of  china  coffee-cups  which  our  Aga  had 
recommended  as  the  mofl  agreeable  prefent  we  could  make.  We  fent  it 
-  by  Francifco,  with  our  thanks  for  his  .civilities  •,  he  received  it  with  a  con- 
fequential  air,  but  thanked  us,  and  with  a  high  founding  voice,  faid,  “  He 
hoped  before  long  we  fhould  all  become  true  MuJfulmenP 

We  took  with  us  from  Kircoote  15  armed  men,  and  travelled  over  a 
tract,  rocky,  and  perfedly  barren,  till  after  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
when  we  met  with  fome  ground  which  had  here  and  there  a  cultivated  fpot. 
At  half  paft  four,  we  rode  by  a  miferably  looking  village  on  our  left; 
it  extended  to  a  new  bridge  of  one  high  arch,-  which  was  of  fo  difficult  an 
afcent,  that  we  judged  it  fafeft  to  difmount.  This  bridge  was  built  at 
the  expence  of  the  reigning  of  Baghdad^  the  old  one  being  in  ruins ; 
two  arches  of  it  ftill  remain  at  a  little  diffance  from  the  new  bridge,  which 
is  about  45  feet  high,  and  very  narrrow.  Having  paffed  a  little  river  by 
this  bridge,  we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  Alton-Couprie.  The  river  hath 
its  fource  in  the  high  Courdiftan  mountains,  which  we  now  faw  to  the  right 
before  us,  whofe  tops  are  partly  covered  with  fnow,  and  empties  itfelf 
into  the  Tygris,  The  old  bridge  here,  they  tell  us  was  built  by  the  ancient 
Chrijiians^  to  whom  the  town  formerly  belonged.  The  river  abounds  with 
fifh,  and  we  got  fome  fine  carp;  there  are  fome  we  were  told  which  weigh  200 
pounds. 

We  pitched  our  tents  on  an  eminence,  fomewhat  to  the  northward  of 
the  town,  and  for  want  of  a  houfe,  continued  in  them  the  whole  day. 
Here  I  again  experienced  the  weather  to  be  unfpeakably  hot  and  diftreffing. 
We  have  to  rejoice  however  that  our  good  fortune  brought  us  this  way, 
and  did  not  fuffer  us  to  go  by  that  of  the  Great  Defert.  Dreadful  is  the  heat 
even  here  !  but  how  much  more  muft  it  have  been  in  the  other  road, 
where  we  fhould  ever  have  been  in  want  of  a  houfe  and  vegetables,  and 
never  have  had  a  plenty  of  water.  In  our  way  hither,  we  faw  a  large  ftonc 
bomb-flaell,  which  our  guard  told  us  was  one  of  Kuli  Khatt's ;  we  met  alfo 
a  little  Caravan,  four  days  from  Moful:  they  confirmed  the  account  we 
before  received  of  the  Bajha\  being  cxpefted  there  in  four  or  five  days,  and 
that  the  two  great  Caravans  waited  for  an  efcort. 

^  Sf2  .  To 
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175S.  To-day  we  got  a  fine  water-melon,  and  two  or  three  ordinary  mnlk- 
melons.  This  town  has  not  any  manufadure,  the  people  live  by  what  they 
get  from  paflfengers  who  go  through  it,  and  by  the  produce  of  their  agri¬ 
culture.  The  country  in  general  is  hilly,  not  to  fpeak  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Courdijian  mountains,  which  appear  to  me  to  run  about  N.  N.  W. 
and  S.  S.  E.  Thefe,  and  the  Sanjack  mountains  oppofite  to  them,  are  the 
retreating  places  of  the  common  robbers  of  the  country,  who  always  attack 
fuch  parties  of  travellers,  as  they  think  are  unable  to  refill  them.  Here 
are  many  Itorks  •,  thefe  birds  fealt  on  Hugs,  worms,  &c.  which  they  find 
in  the  corn-fields,  and  fometimes  on  ferpents  j  at  leaft  we  were  credibly 
informed  fo. 

At  the  common  hour,  (feven  in  the  evening)  we  decamped  from  Alton-- 
Couprie^  and  took  with  us  30  foot  foldiers.  We  travelled  the  whole 
night  in  a  pleafant,  cool  air,  and  without  the  leaft  moleftation  *,  our  guard, 
according  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  firing  now  and  then  a  mulket,  in  terrorem^ 
The  country,  like  what  we  have  fo  long  travelled  over,  is  ftony  and  uncul¬ 
tivated,  affording  only  wild  ftirubs  and  thiftles  j  of  the  laft  there  are  great 
quantities,  and  a  vail  variety,  from  the  fize  of  a  middling  artichoke  to 
June  30.  that  of  the  fmalleft  rofe-bud.  At  one  in  the  morning,  we  got  to  Ten^ee 
YengeeKaun.  KauUy  which  is  a  good  building,  Handing  by  itfelf,  and  well  adapted  tor 
the  reception  of  travellers.  Here  our  T akht  Revan-gee  and  Mocah  or  head 
mulateer  would  have  put  up,  but  were  oppofed  by  us  and  the  Aga :  they- 
pleaded  that  both  men  and  beafts  were  tired,  and  that  we  were  at  too 
great  diftance  to  think  of  proceeding  to  Arvele.  The  debate  continued  for 
fome  time,  till  at  length  we  prevailed ;  and  purfuing  our  journey  through 
the  fame  kind  of  country,  without  any  thing  remarkable  happening,  we 
came  in  fight  of  the  high  fort  of  Arvele  about  five  in  the  morning*. 

Arvel*.  This  fort  is  built  like  that  at  on  a  high  artificial  mount,  of  difficult 

accefs,  and  its  form  is  circular.  The  prefent  village  is  but  a  trifling  one ; 
that  a  larger  town  once  flood  here  is  manifeft  in  a  very  ftriking  manner 
by  the  great  extent  of  the  old  burial-ground,  and  by  fome  ruins  which  are 
ftill  vifible.  I  take  the  fort  to  be  half  as  large  again,  and  the  hill  perhaps 
20  feet  higher  than  that  of  Kircoote.  It  was  attacked  and  taken  by  Nadir 
Shah  dSitv  a  fiege  of  five  or  fix  days.  The.  village  ftands  at  the  foot  dP 
the  fort,  towards  the  fouth-weft. 

Before  fix  we  arrived  at  Arvele  Kaun^  at  which,  although^  a  poor  one, 
we  put  up,,  as  being  a  better  defence  from  the  fun  than  our  tents..  We  got 

*  ^rveUr  probably  tbe  remains  of  the  ancient  Hither  Zl-yr/a/,  after  the  battle  of 

Gaugamebay  retreated  at  midnight  from  the  viftorious  Alexander  jof  Macedon.  He  did  not  flay 
here  long,  but  fat  out  for  Media,  in  order  to  recruit  his  army.  Soon  after  his  departure  Alex¬ 
ander  arrived  at  Arbela,  which  efty  furrendered  to  him,  and  in  it  he  found  a  great  quantity' 
of  furniture  and  equipage  belonging  to  the  crown,  and  4000  talents,  and  all  the  riches  of  hi& 
army,  which  Darius  had  left  there  before  the  engagement.  Guthrie’s  Hijlory  of  theWorld: 

7  here; 
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here  good  bread,  eggs,  milk,  a  Iamb,  and  fome  red  apples. - The  Perfian  1758. 

mountains  continue  in  fight ;  the  T urkijh  country  is  yet  hilly.  — » — > 

At  eight  in  the  evening,  we  left  Arvele  with  30  foldiers,  and  continued  a 
weft-courfe  almofi;  all  night,  the  ground  affording  wild  Ihrubs  only  j  amongfl; 
which  there  was  abundance  of  the  wild  marjoram  in  bloom,  and  the  beau¬ 
tiful  flowering  oleanders.  At  half  paft  four  we  faw  a  hare,  and  foon  after  jyjy  ,, 
got  to  a  river  called  Zarp^  which  we  paffed  on  Kellecks  *.  We  had  but  2arp  River, 
a  little  way  to  walk  on  the  other  fide,  before  we  arrived  at  a  comfortable 
clean  houfe,  near  a  town  called  Zaave,  in  which  we  continued  the  whole  day  \  Zaavu. 
and  there  heard  by  an  Aga  from  Mofuk  of  the  new  BajhcC%  arrival,  and  that 
the  Caravan  would  fet  out  next  B’hurfday,  with  40  flags,  or  about  1000 
foldiers. 

Our  Aga  had  fome  trouble  here  to  make  the  captain  of  the  foldiery 
attend  us  with  a  guard  to  Moful.  He  at  firfl:  abfolutely  refufed,  and  even 
when  he  Teemed  to  confent,  he  made  fuch  an  exorbitant  demand  for  his  at¬ 
tendance,  that  our  leader  could  not  comply  with  it,  but  pofitively  told  him, 
that  if  he  perfifted  in  his  condudb,  he  would  immediately  difpatch  a  mef- 
fenger  to  Bajha  Solymany  and  wait  either  here,  or  at  Mofuiy  for  his  anfwer 
affuring  him  moreover  that  he  would  oblige  him  to  give  his  refufal  under 
his  hand.  The  captain  was  greatly  alarmed  at  this,  and  after  fome  reflec¬ 
tion,  agreed  to  go  with  us,  on  the  promife  of  25  Piajires  for  himfelf  and 
12  men  accoutred  with  lances  and  piflols.  This  captain  is  fufpecfted  of 
being  privately  concerned  with  the  robbers  in  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
and  that  either  for  his  acftual  affiflance,  or  certain  connivances,  he  fhares 
with  them  in  all  the  plunder  they  get  between  this  place  and  Mojul:  but 
this  my  informer  faid,  was  no  wonder,  fince  this  very  man  and  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  village,  pay  adoration  to  the  DeviL 

I  did  not  give  credit  to  this  report  at  firfl:,  but  afterwards  was  affured  by 
Padre  Lanza  a  milfionary  at  Moftily  that  it  was  very  true,  and  that  there 
are  many  more  of  the  fame  religion  in  this  country.  The  Sanjacks  in  par¬ 
ticular  are  of  the  number.  Thefe  people  once  profeffed  Chrijlianityy  then 
Mahomet anifmy  and  laft  of  all  Devilifm.  Yet  even  now,  according  to  the  Padre^ 
they  will  in  their  greatefl:  diftreffes,  call  out  JefuSy  Jefusl  Thefe  people 
fay,  ’tis  true  that  the  Devil  has  at  prefent  a  quarrel  with  God ;  but  the  time 
will  come  wherr  the  pride  of  his  heart  being  fubdued,  he  will  make  his 
fubmiflion  to  the  Almighty  *,  and  as  the  Deity  cannot  be  implacable,  the 
Devil  will  receive  a  full  pardon  for  all  his  paft  tranfgreffions,  and  he,  and 
all  thofe  who  paid  him  attention  during  his  difgrace,  will  be  admitted  intO’ 
the  bleffed  manfions.  This  is  the  foundation  of  their  hope  and  this  chance 
for  heaven  they  efteem  to  be  a  better  one,  than  that  of  trufting  to  their 

*  Kellecks  are  made  of  iheep  or  goat-fkins  blown  up ;  upon  thefe,  large  Hicks  are  laid. acrofs,. 
which  make  a  fort  of  deck  j  they  are  moved  along  by  two  men  with  paddles. 


/ 


own. 
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1758.  own  merits,  or  the  merits  of  the  leader  of  any  other  religion  whatfoever. 
The  perfon  of  the  Devil  they  look  on  as  facred  ;  and  when  they  affirm  any 
thing  folemnly,  they  do  it  by  his  name.  All  dirrefpeflful  expreffions  of 
him,  they  would  puniffi  with  death,  did  not  the  "Turkijh  power  prevent 
them.  To  ffioe  a  horfe,  in  their  language,  is  expreffed  by  a  word  that  has 
a  double  meaning,  and  may  imply  a  maledidion  of  the  Devil.  This  ex- 
preffion  therefore  they  religioufly  avoid,  and  have  conftitmed  another  for 
the  purpofe.  Whenever  they  fpeak  of  him,  it  is  with  the  utmoft  refpedt ; 
and  they  always  put  before  his  name  a  certain  title,  correfponding  to  that 
of  his  Highnefs,  or  Lord. 

At  twelve  at  night  we  refumed  our  march,  and  travelling  over  the  fame' 
fort  of  country  as  of  late,  with  nearly  a  weft  coune,  we  pafled  about 
three  in  the  morning  a  fmall  river,  which  takes  its  rife  alfo  amongft  the 
Per/tan  mountains,  and  falls  into  the  Tygris.  About  five  o’clock  we  got 
to  a  poor  town,  inhabited  by  Chrijlians,  called  Camalijk  Cawerkoe.,  which* 
I  was  told,  means  Chrijiian  Gawerkoe.  The  chief  of  it  iivormed  me,  that’ 
it  was  once  a  city,  the  feat  of  a  Chaldean  biffiop,  and  larger  than  Mojul  is* 
at  prefent,  but  that  it  fuffered  great  perfecution,  and  was  almoft  entirely 
deftroyed  when  Mahometanifm  firft  took  place  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  town  has  now  only  about  thirty  families,  defendants  of  the  original 
poflefibrs.  Thefe,  with  the  other  Chrijiians  the  Grand  Seignior's  do¬ 

minions,  are  permitted  to  live  in  peace,  and  to  enjoy  their  religion  on  con¬ 
dition  that  they  pay  extraordinary  taxes,  and  do  not  attempt  to  make  pro- 
felites  among  the  Mujfulmen  •,  a  breach  of  the  law  in  this  refpeft,  being 
always  puniffied  with  death.  Not  a  miffionary  or  Chrijiian  dares  to  write 
or  fpeak  to  a  Turk  about  religion.  Of  what  utility  then  can  the  miffion- 
arics  of  the  church  of  Rome  be  in  Turky.,  in  propagating  the  faith, 

tinlefs  we  can  fuppofe  that  they  are  fond  of  embracing  martyrdom  And 
it  is  aflerted,  that  not  a  fingle  inftance  can  be  produced  of  the  converfion  of 
a  Mahometan  to  any  other  religion,  fmee  the  commencement  of  tht  Hegira, 

The  inhabitants  fubfift  by  the  profits  of  agriculture,  and  a  fmall 
manufaflure  of  coarfe  linen  cloth.  They  have  a  church,  and  four  minillers 
or  Papas^  who  are  allowed  to  marry,  they  live  upon  the  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  of  their  flock,  and  are  appointed  to  their  offices  by  the  Chaldean  Pa¬ 
triarch.  Clofe  by  the  town,  are  the  remains  of  an  artificial  mount,  whereon 
once  flood  a  citadel  *,  and  within  the  town,  a  fragment  or  two  of  a  large 
church  yet  ftand :  heaps  of  rubbifh  are  to  be  feen  all  around  the  village, 
as  well  as  upon  the  hill.  The  prefent  inhabitants  (as  we  are  informed) 
fpeak  the  original  Chaldean  language,  as  well  as  the  Turkifh  and  Arabian, 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  they  ftiew  you  the  tomb  of  St.  Bar¬ 
bara^  who,  accordiHg  to  the  Papas  account,  died  a  martyr  by  the  hand  of 
her  own  father,  a  Pagan.,  becaule  fhe  perfifted  to  believe  in  Jefus  Chrijl. 
They  tell  you,  that  the  father’s  fword  fell  to  pieces  in  his  hand  at  the  firft 
3  attempt 
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attempt  on  his  daughter’s  life,  that  he  then  burnt  her  with  red-hot 
pincers,  and  at  lafl:  cut  her  into  pieces.  They  likewife  tell  you,  that  Sr. 
Thomas  preached  the  gofpel  both  at  Nineveh^  and  at  this  place,  in  his  way 
to  the  Eaji  Indies. 

The  air  this  morning  was  rather  fharp,  and  not  fo  ferene  as  ufiial.  In 
the  evening,  our  hoft,  who  is  the  head-man  of  the  village,  led  us  to  the 
tomb  of  St.  Barbara,  which  had  been  alfo  her  prifon.  It  is  placed  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  whereon  had  itood  the  citadel,  and  the  King’s  palace.  Her 
father,  as  our  conduftor  told  us,  was  prime-minifter  to  the  King,  and  made 
ufe  of  the  royal  authority,  as  well  as  his  own,  to  bri  g  his  daughter  back 
from  Chriftianity  to  the  worfliip  of  the  Gentile  deities  *,  but  all  in  vain, 
and  fo  fhe  fuffered  martyrdorn  on  the  account.  Her  alhes,  it  is  faid,  ftill 
remain  depofited  in  the  wall  of  the  prifon,  on  which  is  a  tablet  of  marble 
with  an  infcription  in  Chaldean  charafters,  within  a  circle.  The  diameter  of 
the  circle  is  about  a  foot.  The  infcription  was  quite  perfe<51:  till  the  time 
of  Nadir  Shah,  who  vifiting  the  tomb,  and  apprehending  that  money  was 
hidden  there,  ordered  the  wall  to  be  pulled  down,  by  which  fome  of  the 
characters  were  defaced.  In  the  feveral  corners  of  the  prifon  we  obferved 
other  infcriptions  in  the  fame  characters  •,  they  too  are  cut  in  marble,  and 
relate  to  the  father’s  treatment  of  his  daughter.  Her  figure  is  wretchedly 
executed  in  coarfe  marble,  with  a  crofs  on  her  bread:.  Several  other  crolTes 
are  alfo  drawn  and  placed  about  the  walls. 

We  were  afterwards  conducted  to  the  church  of  the  prefent  Chrijlians  ^ 
the  face  of  it  affords  a  ftriking  imprefiion  of  its  antiquity:  it  was  built,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accounts  given  us,  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  Chrijlianity :  it  is 
without  painting,  has  two  ailes  and  a  nave.  The  door  of  the  altar  was 
fhut,  but  we  were  told  that  within  was  contained  the  reprefentation  of 
a  crucified  Jefus :  on  the  right  of  the  altar  is  the  veftry  ;  to  the  left,  the 
font  for  baptifm  by  immerfion  :  at  the  weft  end  of  the  church  are  books^ 
and  among  them  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  with  the  church’s  daily 
fervice,  all  in  manufcripts  of  the  Syriac  and  Chaldean  characters. 

Mr.  Doidge  bought  of  one  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Old  Tejl amen t  he  fup- 
pofed,  for  the  feller  called  it  an  hiftory  of  the  Prophets.  And  one  of  the 
Deacons  fold  me  an  old  manufcript,  which  on  the  word  of  a  Chriftian  he 
declared  to  be  the  Gcfpel :  of  the  truth  of  thefe  affertions  neither  of  us  was 
in  the  leaft  able  to  judge,  we  only  intended  them  as  curiofities  for  our  learned 
friends  in  England  *. 

The  church  ftands  eaft  and  weft,  and  is  about  400  yards  from  the  faint’s 
tomb.  At  fome  little  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  the  town,  are  the  ruins 

*  A  fpecimen  of  the  MS.  purchafed  by  the  author,  having  been  fince  laid  before  Doftor 
Morton  and  Mr.  Ridley  of  the  Royal  Society,  they  both  decifively  pronounced  it  to  be  the  old 
©r  fimplex  Syriac  verfion  of  the  Kew  Tejtamnt,  An  extrad  hereof  is  ia  the  annexed  plate. 
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1758.  of  a  confiderable  church,  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelijl :  in  the  church 

— r-'-'  which  they  now  make  ufe  of,  is  a  fmall  crucifix,  brought,  fay  the  Papas^ 

from  Jerufalem. 

This  place,  as  well  as  Mofuk  and  many  others,  fufibred  extremely  laft 
year  through  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  but  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as 
Diarhekir. 

Monday  We  (laid  at  this  village  till  twelve  at  night,  and  then  travelled  W.  h  N. 
July  3.  without  any  thing  happening  worthy  of  notice  till  half  paid  four,  when  wc 
got  upon  arable  land,  which  continued  quite  to  the  'Pygris.  About  a  little 
after  five,  we  pafled  a  village  on  our  left,  ftanding  clofe  to  fome  ruins,  . 
which  are  reputed  to  be  thofe  of  ancient  Nineveh.  Nigh  the  high  road,  is 
an  old  building  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  ’^turks  and  Jews^  who  verily 
believe  it  to  be  the  tomb  of  the  Prophet  Jonah. 


We  crofled  part  of  the  Tygris  on  horfe-back,  and  the  other  part  by  a 
bridge  of  19  boats:  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  are  the  decayed  arches  of 
an  antient  ftone  bridge.  The  water  of  the  Tygris  is  very  low  here,  and  far 
from  being  rapid.  A  few  days  journey  farther  up,  I  was  told  it  is  much  more 
fhallow,  and  continues  to  diminifii  until  it  becomes  very  fmall,  from  whence 
probably  its  head  cannot  be  far  off. 

At  half  paid  five  in  the  morning,  we  entered  Moful  through  the  gateway 
facing  the  river  *,  then  turned  to  the  left,  and  rode  quite  through  the  city, 
encamping  a  little  to  the  fouthward,  without  the  walls. 
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CHAP.  V. 


'Occurrences  at  ’^(cAxA.-r-^ituatlon  of  ancient  Nineveh. — Account  of  the  San- 
•  jacks. — Journey  from  Moful  to  Efche-Moful,  Nifibin,  and  Merdin  j  with 
ohfervations  on  thofe  places,  their  productions,  manufactures,  i^c.  c. 


OUR  tents  were  pitched  by  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  very  near  to  the 
ruins  of  a  once  handfome  Chriftian  church,  adorned  with  curious 
figured  {tone  architefture  in  front ;  this  was  afterwards  converted  into  a 
-Mofque,  and  Nadir  Shah  raifed  a  battery  upon  its  walls  to  play  againft  the 
city. 


While  our  Aga  was'^vifiting  at  the  palace,  we  difpatched  the  bifhop  of 
Babylon^s  letter  to  Padre  Lanza,  and  then  repofed  ourfelves  on  our  cots. 
About  nine  in  the  morning,  the  Padre  paid  us  a  vifit,  bade  us  welcome,  ac- 
knowledged  the  receipt  of  his  lordfliip’s  letter,  and  affufed  Us  of  his  readinefi 
to  contribute  all  in  his  power,  to  our  eafe  and  convenience.  He  told  us, 
'that  he  was  obliged  from  duty  as  well  as  inclination,  fo  to  do-,  not  only  in 
obedience  to  the  bifhop’s  requeft,  but  through  gratitude  for  the  many  fa¬ 
vours  which  he  and  his  brethren  had  received  in  this  country,  from  Mr. 
Porter,  the  Englijh  ambalfador  at  the  Porte,  Conful  Drummond,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  our  nation.  He  invited  us  to  take  up  our  abode  at  his  houle 
in  the  city ;  we  promifed  to  be  with  him  fometimes  in  the  day,  but  begged 
leave  'to  fleep  in  our  tents,  becaufe  of  the  fhortnefs  of  our  time. 


The  Caravans  for  Diarhekir  and  Aleppo,  had  but  a  few  hours  before  our 
arrival,  left  the  very  fpot  on  which  we  pitched  our  tents  ;  they  marched  only 
nn  half  hour’s  journey,  when  they  again  encamped,  and  there  tarry  in  order 
to  difcharge  the  cuftoms  due  to  the  government  on  their  merchandiles. 
Friday  next  it  is  expeded  they  will  proceed,  with  an  efcort  both  of  horfe 
and  foot. 


In  the  evening  we  were  vifited  by  Padre  Francifco  another  Carmelite, 
lately  from  Aleppo  in  the  Bafjols  train.  He  is  the  Bajhals  body  phyfician,  a 
poll  of  honour,  which  belides  protecting  him  and  his  brethren,  makes  him 
jof  fome  confequence  in  the  country,  buf  produces  very  little  pecuniary 
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profit.  His  houfe  indeed  Is  partly  fupplied  with  provifions  by  the 
and  now  and  then,  though  very  feldom,  he  gets  a  prefent  of  fifty  Piajtres : 
Hojfein^  like  the  reft  of  the  great  men  in  P urky,  being  not  only  very  cove¬ 
tous,  but  alfo  is  of  opinion,  that  any  perfon  is  amply  rewarded  by  having 
the  honour  of  admittance  into  his  prefence,  without  receiving  any  other 
emolument  for  his  fervices. 


He  is  at  prefent  indifpofed,  fo  that  our  Aga  has  not  kifled  his  fleeve.  His 
Kahier  hath  promifed  us  all  protedlion  *,  and  on  his  defiring  to  know 
our  wants,  and  being  told  by  the  Jga  that  we  defired  only  his  charge 
to  the  Caravan- Bajhi^  and  commander  of  the  troops  which  accompany  the 
Caravan^  to  behave  properly  to  us  in  our  march,  he  afllired  the  Aga  they, 
fliould,  and  that  with  the  greateft  refped,  on  forfeiture  of  their  heads. 


Moful*  (which  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  us  lies  in  36°  30'  north)  is  the 
beft  built  city  in  Turky  that  I  have  yet  feen,  but  ftill  has  nothing  in  it  wor¬ 
thy  the  notice  of  an  European  :  its  walls  and  baftions  are  pretty  much  out  of 
repair,  and  have  but  a  bad  dry  ditch  around  them  ;  yet  Nadir  Shah^  although 
he  befieged  the  place  near  fix  months,  could  not  take  it.  The  ^pxt{tnx.BaJha^ 
at  that  time  commanded,  and  the  city  was  full  of  brave  inhabitants,  who 
one  and  all  refolved  to  die  rather  than  give  it  up  to  the  enemy.  The  latter 
aflTaulted  the  walls  three  feveral  days  fucceflrvely,  but  were  as  often  re- 
pulfed  i  the  breaches  they  made  in  the  day  were  repaired  in  the  night  •,  an 
uncommon  ardor  polfefled  the  breafts  of  the  befieged,  even  their  women 
and  children  with  the  greateft  chearfulnefs  aflifted  in  the  defence  of  the  city. 
The  Cbrijlians  (who  amounted  to  10  or  12000  within  the  walls)  be¬ 
haved  fo  well,  as  to  gain  the  efteem  and  admiration  of  the  other  inhabitants. 
Some  of  their  churches  being  much  damaged  during  the  fiege,  were  after¬ 
wards  repaired  at  the  expence  of  the  government.  The  reigning  Bajka 
indeed  leans  towards  the  Chrtjiians^  his  grandfather  being  one,  and  a  prieft  ; 
and  he  often  calls  them  his  relations.  He  is  now  68  years  of  age,  and  very 
infirm.  During  the  fiege,  the  Turks  declared  publicly,  that  fhould  the 
place  be  forced  to  furrehder,  they  were  determined  to  put  all  their  wives 

*  “  MoufuJy  the  capital  of  a  Beglerhegat,  Hands  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  river  Tygrisy  in 
latitude  36  degrees.  It  is  a  large  city  furrounded  with  ftone  walls,  and  has  many  fair  ftreets, 
but  withal  a  great  many  lying  wafte.  Tawmier  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  ruined  place,  that  there  are 
only  two  blind  markets,  and  a  forry  caftle,  and  yet  he  fays  it  is  much  frequented  by  merchants, 
and  that  its  Bajfa  commands  30CO  men.  Here  is  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  ‘Tigris,  and  the 
city  is  a  thoroughfare  from  Perjia  to  Byriuy  which  makes  it  a  place  of  trade,  and  which  is  more 
augmented  by  a  conftant  traffic  from  this  place  to  Baghdad.  The  country  on  this  fide  the  river 
is  fandy  and  barren,  but  over-againft  it  is  exceeding  fruitful,  and  yields  them  very  good  crops 
of  corn  and  divers  fruits.  This  town  although  fubjedt  to  the  ‘Turks,  and  the  feat  of  a  Bajhoy 
is  moftly  inhabited  by  Nejlorian  Chrijiians,  a  people  (fays  Raunuolf)  who  though  they  pretend 
to  be  Chrijiians,  are  worfe  than  Turks,  for  they  pradlife  many  villanies,  and  ordinarily  rob  oa 
the  highway.  This  place  is  commonly  called  the  fucceflbr  of  Nine-veh ;  it  may  indeed  have  been 
built  out  of  its  ruins,  but  the  fituation  is  different,  for  that  city  ftood  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  in  u^ria,’*  Moll’s  Geography, 
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arid  daughters  to  death  firft,  for  that  they  lliould  never  fall  into  the  vile  175^* 
hands  of  the  abhorred  Perftans.  -v— 


About  400  yards  without  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  for  two  thirds  of  its 
circuit,  is  the  burial  ground.  There  feems  to  be  but  very  little  difference 
in  the  method  of  the  Turks  interment  and  our  own  :  the  corpfe  is  carried  (as 
1  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving)  on  a  bier,  attended  by  a  prieft  and  the 
friends  of  the  deceafed  ;  it  is  afterwards  put  into  the  ground,  and  a  ftone  or 
tomb  put  over  it,  agreeable  to  his  circumftances  and  profeffion.  A  foldier’s 
tomb  has  always  trophies  and  military  implements  placed  upon  it. 

The  learned  world  has  been  much  at  a  lofs  to  determine  the  fpot  whereon 
flood  antient  Nineveh  * ;  fome  fay  near  JonaFs  tomb  juft  oppofite  to  Moful\ 
others,  at  another  place  fome  hours  journey  up  the  river.  Is  it  not 
probable  that  both  thefe  opinions  may  be  right,  and  that  antient  Nineveh 
took  in  the  whole  of  this  ground  ?  Geographers  deferibe  it,  as  a  place  of 
prodigious  magnitude  and  extent,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Stadia  (or  eigh¬ 
teen  miles  three  quarters)  in  length,  and  ninety  Stadia  (or  eleven  miles  and 
a  quarter)  in  breadth.  Its  circumference  was  four  hundred  and  eighty 
Stadia^  or  fixty  miles.  Befides  this  account  of  heathen  writers,  the  feripture 
exprefly  tells  us,  that  it  was  a  city  of  three  days  journey,  and  in  whatever 
manner  we  explain  the  expreffion,  whether  it  would  take  up  fo  much  time 
to  walk  round  the  walls,  or  to  make  a  regular  perambulation  through  every 
ftreet,  it  will  at  leaft  fhew  that  it  was  a  place  of  vaft  extent.  It  feems  there¬ 
fore  probable,  that  all  the  cultivated  lands  which  now  lie  between  thefe 
two  ruined  places,  were  once  contained  within  the  limits  of  Nineveh :  what 
confirms  me  in  this  conjedure,  is,  that  much  of  this  ground  is  now  hillyj 
owing  no  doubt  to  the  rubbifh  of  the  antient  buildings.  There  is  one 
mount  of  2  or  300  yards  fquare,  which  ftands  fome  yards  N.  E.  of  JonaFs 
tomb,  whereon,  it  is  likely,  a  fortification  once  ftood.  It  feems  to  have 

*  Antient  Nineveh,  built  by  Ninus,  or  by  Nimrod,  and  named  in  honour  of  Ninus  his  fon  or 
nephew,  ftood  on  the  call  bank  of  the  Tygris,  over  againll  where  Moful  now  hands.  So  en¬ 
larged  by  its  kings,  that  it  became  bigger  than  Babylon,  namely,  480  furlongs,  or  60  miles  in 
compafs  ;  the  wall  100  feet  high,  and  lo  thick  as  to  admit  of  three  chariots  to  go  on  it  abreaft, 
and  adorned  with  1150  towers  of  200  feet  high,  which  were  fo  ftrong  as  to  be  thought  im¬ 
pregnable  ;  neither  had  Arbaces  after  three  years  fiege  taken  it,  if  the  river  by  overflowing  had 
not  become  its  enemy,  and  broken  down  20  furlongs  of  the  wall,  thereby  fulfilling  an  old  pro¬ 
phecy,  and  giving  the  viftor  entrance. 

To  this  city  the  Prophet  Jonah  was  fent  to  denounce  God’s  judgment,  but  upon  repent¬ 
ance,  it  was  fpared. 

Deftroyed  afterwards  by  AJlyages,  the  eighth  Median  king  from  Arbaces,  becaufe  of  it’s  fre- 
xjuent  rebellions  :  and  laid  fo  low  in  time,  that  St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  in  the  middle  of  the 
fifth  century,  in  his  comments  upon  the  Prophets  {ssys,  the  place  where  it  ftood  was  hardly  to  be 
difeerned:  and  at  this  time  nothing  of  it  appears  except  a  heap  of  rubbilh  a  league  in 
length. 

On  a  hill  not  far  from  Mou/ul,  the  people  fhew  the  monument  of  Jonah,  which  is  in  great 
veneration,  and  has  a  mofque  built  over  it.”  Moll’s  Geography, 
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5  X5^  •  made'  by-  nature,  or  perhaps  by  boih  nature  and  art,  for  fuc-h  ao-: 

ul'e. 

In  fo  large  a  city  there  are  of  courfe  many  Mofques  •,  one  near  the  palace 
is  the  largelt  and  moft  modern  :  its  rop  on  the  outfide,  is  ornamented  with 
green  tiles.  At  the  door  of  the  Mofques  are  ulually  infcriptio-ns  in  gilt, 
letters,  declaring  the  awfulnels  of  the  building,  as  being  the  houfe  of  God.. 
Gne  of  the  Mofques  hath  a  Minaret  which  bends  as  thofe  at  Baghdad  fome 
of  the  moft  bigotted  of  the  Turks  fay,  Mahomet  faluted  it  as  he  pafted,  and' 
that  the  Minaret  bent  in  reverence  to  the  Prophet. 

This  city’s  manufafture  is  Mnjfolen  (a  cotton-  cloth)  which  they  make- 
very  ftrong,  and  pretty  fine,  and  fell  for  the  European.,  as  well  as  other  mar¬ 
kets  :  agriculture  and.  tra.de  maintain  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants.  . 

We-can-get  no  other  fruit  here  than  poor  v^ater-melons  and 'cucumbers  r,- 
The  laft  winter’s  froft  killed  their  trees.  There  is  not  one  garden  on  either, 
fide  of- the  river,  that  produces  any  thing  valuable..  What  little  fruit  the; 
Bajha  gets  is  fen t  him  from  Courdijlan,  ,\vho(c  mountains  to  the  N.  .E,  ofr 
the  city  yet  fnevv  their- fnowy  heads.  Tlie  bread  is  good  here, ,  and- we. 
think  not  dear,  it  being  about  five  farthings  per  pound  ,  but  this  may  be 
a  very  high  price  for- a  ]poov  Turk.  Dreadful,  and  even  incredible  are  the 
accounts  we  daily  hear  of-  the  calamities  of  the  province  of  Diarbekir.  The  - 
country,  comparatively  fpeaking,  ^  is  now  depopulated.  TJie  inhabitants, . 
during  the  famine,  ate  dogs,  their  own  dead  children,  and  every  other  thing 
which  mankind  abhor  at  another  feafon.  The  bodies  of  the  dead  lay  in  the  . 
ftreets  for«want‘of  people  to  bury  them»  This  terrible  news  makes  us  wifh 
that  we  may  be  able  to  avoid  feeing  .the.  metropolis  of  that  province  !  the. 
effeifts  of  this  dearth  reached,  and  in  fome  meafure  ftill  continue  in,  and  tp 
the  fouthward  of  MofuL. 

The  hire  ,  of  a  mule  hence  to  AleppQ,  is  from  30  to  35  piaftres*,  laft 
year  it  was  no  more  than  12  :  this  is  one  of  the  ill  confequences  of  the  late  • 
dreadful  famine ;  almoft  every  fpecies  of  the  brute  creation  having  been 
killed  for  the  fupport  of  man.  This  calamitous  vifitation  is  faid.to  have  • 
been  entirely  owing  to  a  preceding  hard  winter,  and  to,  an.  innumerable 
army  of  lotjufts  that  deftroyed  the  fruits  of  the  earth.  The  inhabitants  of  ' 
Moful  were  fuppofed,  before  the  famine,  to  have  been  300,000,  but,  fay  • 
t.he  fathers,  fo  many  .died  or  quitted  the  place  during  that  time,  that  they, 
now  do,  not  amount  to  near  that  number.  They  reckon  here  are  about  one 
thoufand  Roman,  ChrijtianSy  and  four  thpufand  NeJiorianSy  Jacobines,^  and  < 
Maronites-\  imthe  villages  around  are^many  more, . 

To-day  we.,were  vifited  by  the  chief  Chrijiian  of  the  city,  whofe  ofEce  is  . 
tljat  oi  Mtiram  Bajhiy  chief  officer  of  Uaram^,  ox  female  apartments  of  ’*- 
1,  ^  thee 
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the  Bajha,  His  manners  are  grave,  like  the  Turks^  and  his  compliments  of 
the  fame  damp. 

This  morning,  accompanied  by  owv  Jga  and  Padre  Lanza^  we  went  into 
the  city,  and  fpent  the  day  at  the  father’s  houfe,  very  agreeably  *,  I  learned 
‘from  Padre  Francifeo^  who  afts  the  phyfician,  that  the  difeafes  common  here, 
are  ardent  fevers,  and  bloody  fluxes  in  the  fummer  *,  intermittents  in  the 
wet  weather  and  winter;  and  that  bilious  obftruilions,  and  tumid  livers 
are  frequent, .  as  in  India. 

The  neighbouring  mountains  afford  filver  mines  ;  ■  and  they  would  yield 
much  quiekfilver,  had  the  Turks  either  ikill  or  inclination  to  work  them  to 
advantage :  Lanza  lays,  that  an  Englijhman  fome  time  ago  got  two  or  three 
bottles  of  it  in  his  way  home,  and  prefented  it  to  the  Bajha^  as  a  fpecimen 
of  what  might  be  done  in  that  way ;  but  .  no  farther  attempts  have  been 
made  in  confequence  of  the  difeovery.  In  this  country  alfo  are  lead  mines^ 
which  produce  as  much  of  that  metal,  as  furniflies  them,  with  bullets,  and 
fomo  neceffary  utenfils. 

Thefe  gentlemen  gave  ns  no  pleafing  account,*  either  of  the  integrity 
or  valour  of  the  foldiers  who  guard  the  Caravans ;  as  that  upon  an  attack,- , 
thefe  very  men  are  frequently  the  fir  ft  who  abandon  the  charge  and  fly ;  nor- 
is  it  uncommon  for  the  conduftor  to  be  in  league  with  the  chief  of  the 
robbers:  upon  my  afldng,  whether  fuch  conduct  would  not  be  punilhed 
with  certain  death  by  the  Bajha.,  whofe  own  honour  and  intereft,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Grand  Seignior^  were  concerned  ?  I  was  anfwered  with  a  fhrug 
of  the  fhoulders,-  and  a  hint-  that  even  this  great  man  might  poffibly  receive 
Hujh-money  from  the  leaders  of  thofe  very  Banditti :  but  the  robbers  them- 
felves  have  no  true  courage,  for  they  tell  us  of  a  Caravan  having 
been  faved  by  the  valour  of  a  Angle  European.,  who  happened  to  he  travelK 
ing  with  it,  when  the  Sanjacks  made  an  attack. . 

I  told  Lanza  of  our  adventures  2Lt  Kireoote,  particularly  of  our  fcruple  about?' 
entering  the  Mofque :  he  replied,  that  himfelf  had  been  drawn  into  conver- 
fations  on  the  fame  fubjeeft;  once- in  particular  at  a  great  Turk's^  houfe,  whoi 
was  a  man  of  fenfe,  and  a  reader  of  the  Prophets.,  and  with  whom  ,  were  four- 
or  five  other  Turks.  Themafter  of  the  houfe  took  occafion,  amidft  an  agree-' 
able  converfation,  very  gravely  to-alk  the  father,  what  was  his  opinion  of  thein 
Prophet.  On  his  anfwering, .  that  as  Mahomet  was  not  one  of  the  prophets  - 
whom  hTs  religion, acknowledged,,  it  was  not  for  him.to  fpeak  on  the  fubjedt: 
the  Turk  with  a  lefs  ferious  air,  replied,  “  But  come,  my  friend,”  clapping . 
his  hand  familiarly  on  his  fhoulder,  “  tell  me  what  your  books  fay  of  Ma¬ 
homet  P  Lanza  avoid  an  anfwer ;  but  the  queftion  being  repeated, 

with  ftill  more  freedom  and  good  humour,  and. with  the  word  Mahometg.. 
inftead  of  Prophet — “And  is  it  your  real,  defire,”  faid  Lanza,  “  that  1  fhould. 
tell  you  what  they  declare  ?”  Yes,  truly,”  rejoined-  the  MuJJuhnan.  “  Why^ 

then,  ; 
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i  75^‘  then,  Lanzas  they  prove  that  he  was  an  Arah-,  fuch  a  one  as  thofe  who 
“r'-— ^  inhabit  Arabia  at  prefent.”  The  whole  company  appeared  thunder-druck, 
for  the  Arabs  are  looked  on  by  the  ‘Turks^  as  exceedingly  perfidious  and 
wicked;  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  gravely  filent,  while  the  others  foftly 
converfed  with  one  another.  At  length  one  of  them  uttered  the  follow¬ 
ing  fentence;  '‘^Were  there  not  ■political  reafons  which  prevent  the  execution  of 
jiiflice  at  prefent^  for  the Mafphemy  you  have  uttered^  Mr.  Chriftian !  that  head 
of  yours  Jhotild  in  a  few  minutes  fly  from  its  fhouldersd^  The  Padre  added  to 
me,  “  I  feek  not  occafions,  but  if  thefe  .people  v/ill  oblige  me,  I  will  fpeak 
the  truth  without  fearing  what  may  be  the  confequences.”  I  could  not 
but  applaud  him  as  a-ma-n  of  courage,  but  advifed  him  not  to  let  his  zeal 
get  the  better  of  his  dilcretion..  He  informed  us,  that  at  Aleppo  and  Con- 
flantinople,  it  is  not  permitted  for  Chriflians  to  enter  their  Mofques  \  but 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  is  not  much  objefted  to  on  particular  occa¬ 
fions.  He  is  of.  opinion,  .the  prieft  was  trying  to  make  a  convert  of  Mr, 
Pigot. 

July  6.  Oviv  Aga  Hoff ein  Bajh a  Pchz  morning,  whofe  difeourfe,  relating  to  us 

and  our  journey,  was  much  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Kahier-^  and  fo  were  his 
promifes  of  fervice.  As  the  Caravan  waits  the  return  of  the  fcouts,  who 
are  fent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  the  Bafloa  afked  our^^,  if  we  chofe 
to  travel  poll:,  or  with  the  Caravan?  and  being  told  the  latter  way,  fliould 
it  meet  with  his  approbation  ;  he  faid  it  did,  and  that  he  would  take  care 
;{o  give  proper  inftrudions  to  the  chief  conductor  to  infure  our  future  eafe 
.and  fafety. 

We  are  to  take  with  us  from  hence  provifions  of  all  kinds,  except  water, 
as  we  can  get  no  fupply  till  we  arrive  at  Niflbin  -,  and  there,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,  but  a  poor  one.  Our  head  mulatcer  demands  of  us  a  camel  to  be 
hired  in  this  place  for  carrying  provifions,  not  only  for  ourfelves,  but  allb 
for  every  one  of  our  attendants.  Great  difputes  this  day  arofe  between  us 
and  him  on  this  fubjeeft ;  by  his  pofitive  alTertions,  we  have  too  much  reafon 
j;o  fufpedt  that  we  were  deceived  by  Cojee  Raphael^  by  whom  (as  before 
obferved  at  Baghdad)  we  were  informed,  that  we  had  nothing  to  do  in 
refpedl  to  provifions  for  him,  or  his  people.  This  is  now  pofitively  denied, 
and  we  are  threatened  that  they  will  proceed  no  farther,  unlefs  we  continue 
conftantly  to  fupply  them  with  every  article  of  their  diet,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  (which  to  our  furprize,  we  find)  our  Aga  hath  hitherto  done,  he  not 
knowing  or  fo  much  as  fufpefting  that  our  contraft  did  not  make  it  necef- 
fary.  I'he  Aga  declares,  that  Cojee  Raphael  never  hinted  that  the  mulateers 
were  on  a  different  footing  from  the  takht-revan  men. 

We  learned  this  evening,  that  a  Caravan  from  Aleppo  and  Urfa.^  is  within 
a  day’s  journey  of  this  city,  and  had  met  with  little  or  no  obftrudtion 
from  the  Sanjacks.  It  fent  hither  for  an  effort,  and  part  of  the  troops  which 
are  to  convoy  our  Caravan  are  gone  for  that  purpofe. 


The 
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The  Sanjacks  are  a  people  who  inhabit  the  mountains  op'pofite  to  the 
Gourdijian  or  Perjian  mountains :  they  fubfift  chiefly  by  plunder,  and  the 
fcanty  produce  their  own  hilly  country  affords.  The  late  Bajha  Achmet  of 
Baghdad  their  power  j  he  purfued  them  in  perlbn  to  their  fubcer- 

ranean  retreats,  fuffocated  a  great  many,  killed  7  or  800  who  attempted  to 
make  their  way  out  from  the  holes,  and  carried  off  home  hundreds  of  both 
fexes,  and  fold  them  for  Oaves.  This  ftroke  put  the  country  for  a  while 
into  a  more  peaceable  flate,  than  it  had  enjoyed  for  many  years,  but  of  late 
their  numbers  feem  to  have  increafed,  and  they  are  again  become  very  trou- 
blefome.  Our  Caravan  Bajhi  affured  us  that  they  have  attacked  Caravans  of 
200  to  700  men,  and  fometimes  carried  all  off :  he  himfelf,  v/ith  200  armed 
men,  was  fet  upon  laft  year  by  600  of  the  mountaineers;  but  exert¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  the  utmoft,  he  made  a  fhift  to  fave  about  half  the  Cara¬ 
van.  His  fon  who  condufted  another,  being  of  lefs  experience  was  taken 
prifoner,  and  the  whole  merchandife  fpoiled  and  carried  off ;  he  fays,  that 
fometimes  when  the  robbers  difcover  a  ftronger  force  than  they  chufe  to  * 
encounter,  they  will  parley,  and  profefs  friendfhip,  and  feem  contented  to 
receive  a  fmall  prefent  for  their  chief.  They  have  fuffered  much  lately  by 
the  famine,  which  probably  has  occafioned  their  being  more  daring.  A 
few  days  ago,  a  party  of  twenty  perfons,  among  whom  was  2,Chriftian  mer¬ 
chant  with  6000  Sequins.,  was  fet  upon  and  overcome  by  a  company  of  thcfe 
robbers,  and  all  they  had  taken  from  them.  The  Sanjacks  are  moftly  to  - 
be  dreaded  hereabouts,  becaufe  they  always  make  their  attack  in  great ' 
bodies ;  but  after  the  next  ftage,  though  they  continue  infeftlng  the  roads  > 
even  to  Nifihin.^  yet  their  ftrength  leffens,  and-  a  well  guarded  Caravan  hath  > 
not  fo  much  to  apprehend  from  them. 

T  paffed  the  whole  of  this  day  with  my  fellow-travellers  in  the  tent,"  bUt 
felt  the  afternoon  fo  exceedingly  hot  as  to  throw  me  into  a  fever,  and 
deprive  me  of  all  appetite.  There  were  brought  to  us  as  very  great  rarities, 
a  fmall  plate  of  apricots,  two  or  three  tolerable  mufk-melons,  and  fome 
young  cucumbers.  Neither  the  city  nor  neighbouring  villages  could  furnifla 
us  with  wine,  fpirits,  orange-juice,  or  verjuice  ;  Europeanlum^  and  powder 
fugar  is  very  dear  and  fcarce  here,  but  candy  is  more  plenty,  and  rather 
reafonable.  We  have  feen  but  few  buffaloes,  oxen,  or  cows  here,  or  at 
any  other  place  fince  we  left  Baghdad.  The  milk  we  have  at  any  time 
been  fupplied  with,  was  of  the  goat  or  fheep.  Storks  are  here  in  great 
plenty,  and  fo  are  locufls ;  people  are  employed  with  broad  flails  to  keep 
the  laft  away  from  the  rifing  plants. 

In  the  evening  Mr.  Boidge  in  his  little  walk,  caft  his  eye  on  a  country 
houfe  of  the  Bajh^a  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  our  tents,  and  this  day  the  chief 
o-ardener  gave  us  poffeffion  of  it.  It  ftands  pleafantly  on  the  fide  of  the 
‘Pygris.,  oppofite  the  ruins  of  Jonahs  tomb,  in  one  of  xXizBaJha's  gardens;  it 
has  but  two  rooms ;  the  dimenfions  of  the  largeft  are  40  feet  by  20,  with  a 
vaulted  roof,  and  arched  front;  the  top  of  the  arch  is  30  feet  from  the 

ground. 
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'*75^*  ground.  Through  the  room  goes  a  waterduft  from  a  refervoir  at  the  back 
-  ‘  of  the  building,  to  a  fountain  in  the  front :  the  works  of  the  fountain  are 

out  of  repair,  which  is  ,a  very  unlucky  circumftance  for  us  in  this  fultry  fea- 
Ton.  This,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  chief  houles  in  the  city  are  ornamented  with 
.marble  brought  from  a  quarry  in  the  neighbourhood. 

P^dre 'Lanza  vifited  us  lafl:  night,  when  !  propofed  being  at  his:houfe  as 
•to-day,  but  cannot  think  of  giving  up  even  for  a  moment  the  tranquility 
I  enjoy  in  this  agreeable  retreat.  The  fireets  too  are  fo  fteep  in  many 
places,  and  badly  paved,  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  riding  through 
them ;  in  the  evening  alfo  we  are  always  followed  by  an  army  of  boys,  who 
are  fcarcely  to  be  reftrained  from  throwing  ffones  at  us.  Our  prefent 
fituation  is  a  '.very  agreeable  one,  being  quite  dole  to  the  river  in  the 
middle  of  a  cucumber  and  melon  garden,  and  having  in  view  all  the  gar¬ 
dens  and  villas,  with  which  the  banks  of  the  river  are  ornamented ;  befides 
that  venerable  piece  of  antiquity,  called  Jonah’s  tomb.  We  intended  to 
have  refided  entirely  in  this  houfe,  but  having  been  told  it  would  not  be 
prudent  to  deep  in  it  at  night,  we  then  repair  to  our  tent.  Laft  night  our 
watchman  difcovered,  more  than  once,  fufpicious  perfons  lurking  around 
us  and  about  one  this  morning,  we  were  awakened  by  the  difc barge  of  a 
.firelock,  and  the  moft  vifible  confufion  amongft  our  people*,  owing  to  an 
attempt  having  been  made  by  a  pilferer,  on  the  fervants  arms  as  they  lay 
.on  the  ground  in  the  tent:  our  guard  fired  powder  only,  and  then  grap¬ 
pled  with  the  thief,  but  luckily  for  him  he  made  his  efcape. 

Yefterday  afternoon,  the  wind  was  high  *,  it  blew  from  the  fouthward  of 
(the  weft,  and  brought  with  it  a  deal  of  heat  and  duft :  as  I  kept  under 
.cover  of  the  garden  houfe,  I  did  not  feel  it  quite  fo  diftrefling  as  otherwife 
i  fliould  have  done,  but  even  with  that  advantage,  it  was  truly  trouble- 
fome  *  I  was  very  hot  and  reftlefs,  nor  did  I  breathe  fo  freely  as  ufual. 
MelTrs.  Pye  and  Pigot,  complained  much  as  well  as  myfelf,  and  the  latter 
very  often  fhifted  from  one  place  to  another  in  hope  of  finding  relief. 
Our  T* urkijh  fervants,  and  the  people  of  the  country  inform  us,  that  the 
wind  was  a  real  Samiel\  and  they  advife  o\ir  European  fervants  not  to  think 
of  buying  for  us  any  poultry  or  pigeons  ;  declaring,  that  neither  of  thefe 
can  live  long  even  in  the  city,  much  lefs  in  the  Defert  over  which  we  are  to 
pafs*,  and  this  afternoon  an  account  was  brought  us,  that  out  of  eight  fowls 
(our  whole  ftock)  fix  of  them  were  dead. 

jjdy  8.  Our  Aga  waited  on  the  Kahier  this  morning  for  intelligence,  and  before 
he  left  him,  came  in  the  commander  of  the  troops  who  is  to  efcort  the 
Caravan :  the  Kahier  took  the  opportunity  to  recommend  us  and  our  con¬ 
cerns,  very  warmly  to  him..  The  Ag/i  told  this  minifter,  where,  and  in  what 
manner  we  pafied  yefterday,  and  defired  leave  that  while  we  remained  here, 
we  might  be  indulged  with  the  free  ufe  of  the  Bajha’s  garden  and  houfe,  and 
that  we  might  be  permitted  to  lodge  in  it :  the  Kahier  replied,  we  were  very 

welcome 
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welcome  to  ufe  it  as  we  pleafed,  but  that  in  confideration  of  the  very  many 
wretched,  half-ftarved  people  who  filled  the  country,  he  would  not  recom¬ 
mend  our  being  there  in  the  night  time,  not  knowing  what  attempts  might 
be  made  on  us  in  fo  lonely  a  place.  However,  Mr.  Pigot  and  1  determined 
to  riik  it  5  the  reft  of  our  fellow-travellers,  as  they  fufter  not  fo  much  from 
the  heat  of  the  climate,  chofe  to  tarry  in  the  tent  rather  than  occafion 
the  trouble  of  carrying  our  moveables  backwards  and  forwards  every 
morning  and  evening.  Since  we  left  Baghdad^  I  have  not  eaten  more 
than  twice  with  any  degree  of  appetite,  and  have  for  the  laft  three  days, 
been  entirely  without  one-,  I  have  lived  wholly  on  bread  and  milk,  and 
very  little  of  the  firft  fuffices. 

We  were  to-day  vifited  by  two  confiderable  Chrifiian  Biarhekir  mer¬ 
chants,  who  have  goods  in,  and  are  themlelves  going  with,  our  Caravan: 
we  faw  them  once  before  at  Padre  Lanzah  houfe.  The  wind  this  morning 
was  not  fo  high,  nor  fo  hot  as  yefterday  j  but  the  afternoon  was  ftill  more 
intemperate,  being  diftreflingly  fultry,  and  the  air  loaded  with  duft  from 
the  Defert, 

Horfe  foldiers  vifit  us  in  the  garden  every  evening,  who  regale  themfelves 
on  cucumbers,  each  eating  fix  or  eight  very  large  ones  without  either 
bread  or  fait :  among  them  this  day  was  a  renegade  Frenchman,  but  he 
did  not  chufe  to  talk  to  us  in  French',  he  eyed  the  books  I  had  by  me, 
but  only  fpoke  to  his  comrades,  and  in  the  Furkijh  language.  As  our 
ftock  of  wine  was  nearly  expended,  we  were  obliged  (agreeable  to  our 
invariable  naval  pradice)  to  drink  Saturday  night  in  water  only,  from  the 
bountiful  P'ygris.  ' 

This  day  I  pafled  alone  in  the  garden  houfe  j  the  heat  has  been  fiifferable. 
Padre  Lanza  had  a  complaint  exhibited  againft  him  to  the  Bafia,  by 
the  Chaldean  Patriarch,  (the  head  of  the  Nefiorians)  for  having  enticed 
to  the  Roman  communion  a  large  party  of  the  Patriarch^  flock  :  the  Bafloa, 
with  whom  Lanza  has  an  intereft  through  Francifeo  the  phyfician,  fent  for 
Lanza,  and  as  a  friend  advifed  him  “  to  direSl  the  lofi  Jheep  to  return  and 
kifs  their  Jhepherd's  JleeveP  Thefe  bickerings,  thefts  and  difputes,  I  have 
been  told  are  frequent  in  this  country,  amongft  the  many  different  Chrijlian 

minifters:  Fantane  animi  ccelejiibus  ira. - At  five  in  the  afternoon  the  kind 

.  Padres  came  to  bid  us  farewell,  having  heard  of  the  Caravan^  fetting  out 
this  night ;  they  brought  us  a  prefent  of  three  or  four  bottles  of  fpirits,  and 
fomc  preferves.  We  put  ourfelves  in  readinefs  for  marching,  and  in  the 
evening  threw  ourfelves  on  our  cots  in  our  deaths,  expeding  to  have  been 
called  upon  foon  after  midnight,  but  they  fuffered  us  to  fleep  till  five  in 
the  morning. 

At  fix  o’clock  we  mounted,  and  with  our  attendants  and  baggage  fet 
off  from  JPloful',  foon  afterwards  we  paffed  by  fome  marble  quarries, 

U  u  and 
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1758.  and  at  half  paft  nine,  joined  the  great  Caravan  upon  a  rifing  ground,  near 
a  river  called  Baduce.  For  the  firft  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  Mofuh 
BaduceRiver.  paffed  over  corn  lands ;  the  reft  was  a  defert  affording  only  fhrubs 
and  thiftles.  We  got  fome  milk  this  morning  from  an  Arab  village. 
The  day  was  very  fukry  and  fatiguing,  although  the  wind  was  near 
north-weft.  In  the  evening  the  troops  appointed  for  our  effort  came  up 
,  to  us,  and  at  fun-fft  all  the  tents  amounting  to  near  forty  were  ftruck^ 
in  order  to  our  being  in  readinefs  for  marching  at  the  word  of  command. 
Our  Aga  ftaid  behind  a  little,  to  make  our  compliments,  and  to  take  his 
leave  of  the  Kahier.  He  was  again  witnefs  to  a  ffcond  warm  recommen¬ 
dation,  which  that  minifter  delivered  in  our  favour  to  the  commander  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  to  the  Caravan  Bajhi.  Our  live  ftock,  which  confifted 
of  five  lambs,  was  through  the  forgetfulnefs  of  our  fervants,  left  behind. 
We  were  told  however  that  we  lhall  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafing 
more  at  old  Moful  to-morrow.  All  the  country  about  is  very  hilly,  and  the 
Courdijian  mountains  are  not  far  from  us. 

July  11,  At  one  this  morning,  notice  was  given  by  a  loud  voice,  ^0  charged"^ 
At  two  the  camels  had  ceafed  their  melan«holy  groans  (which  they  always 
utter  when  loading)  and  were  all  in  motion,  taking  a  courff  to  the  eaftward 
of  the  north  fome  little  time ;  but  on  the  whole  we  travelled  about  N.  W. 
over  the  fame  kind  of  fterile  land  as  yefterday.  About  half  paft  four  we 
faw  twenty  Antelopes  near  the  foot  of  the  hills.  Half  an  hour  after,  we 
paffed  a  ruined  village  to  the  left.  At  five  our  horfe-guards  went  a-head 
between  fome  high  hills  of  chalk  and  ftone.  At  the  entrance  of  this  pafs 
on  the  left  hand,  is  the  ruin  of  a  fmall  fortrefs,  and/arther  on  we  faw  more 
ruins.  This  road  was  lb  rugged  for  about  half  an  hour’s  journey,  that  we 
could  not  with  any  fort  of  fatisfaclion  keep  in  our  Takht  Revans  \  it 
brought  us  at  fix  o’clock  to  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  where  were  numbers 
of  flieep  feeding,  a  few  oxen,  and  fome  calves.  Here  we  made  up  our 
late  lofs,  buying  of  the  Arabs  five  or  fix  fheep.  Eagles  and  pigeons  are 
here  in  great  plenty  •,  Locujis  alfo  in  abundance,  with  blue,  purple,  varie¬ 
gated  wings,  and  which  I  obferved  did  not  fly  near  fo  high  as  the  common. 
Lccujis.  ^  * 

The  Arab  women  were  hard  at  work  in  pitching  their  tents.  We  took 
poffeffion  of  them  for  a  while,  at  which  they  were  much  out  of  humour, 
but  we  at  length  appeafed  them,  by  giving  them  good  words  and  a  little 
Esche  money.  At  feven  we  raifed  our  own  tents  upon  a  fpot  belonging  to  Efche 
Mosvl.  MofuU  or  oXd  Moful  i  which  probably  was  part  of*the  fpot  on  which  ancient 
Nineveh  once  ftood.  Our  Aga  here  made  iis  a  prefent  of  a  young  Antelope 
juft  killed. 

The  heat  to-day  has  been  exceffive.  To  leffen  it  as  much  as  poffible, 
I  caufed  one  of  the  ^akht  Revans  to  be  placed  under  a  tent,  and  the  top 
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of  the  tent  to  be  'as  well  wetted  with  water,  as  the  paint  would  admit  of, 
and  likewife  the  ground  for  feveral  yards  round,  by  which  means  I  fuffered 
rather  lefs  than  I  fliould  otherWile  have  done.  In  the  evening  we  took  a 
walk  about  the  ruins,  which  appeared  to  have  been  thofe'of  a  confiderable 
city.  I  enquired  of  the  Turks  how  long  it  had  been  deferred,  but  they 
could  not  tell,  only  believed  it  was  before  the  time  of  Chrifiianity  :  they 
are  bad  chronclogers,  fo  no  dependance  is  to  be  put  upon  their  account. 
The  houfes  were  built  of  (tone,  and  the  ftreets  paved  with  the  fame. 

At  two  in  the  morning,  we  fet  off  with  our  great  Caravan,  which  now 
confifts  of  nine  hundred  camels,  principally  laden  with  coffee-fleins,  Mujfolen 
cloth,  and  gauls,  150  horfe-guards  and  100  foot  foldiers,  befides  our  own 
party,  and  120  armed  merchants  with  their  fervants.  We  were  more  than 
an  hour  getting  through  the  ftreets  of  the  ruined  city  \  and  in  leaving  it 
paffed  through  what  had  been  a  gate-way,  joining  to  a  rampart  or  high 
wall.  The  land,  for  an  hour  after  we  left  the  ruins,  was  near  level;  we  then 
paffed  through  a  long  flreet  of  Arab  tents,  whofe  inhabitants  appeared  to 
poffefs  large  flocks  of  fheep ;  but  before  w'e  reached  them,  we  forded  a  piece 
of  ftanding  water  about  two  feet  deep,  and  twenty  yards  over.  Our  courfe, 
-^through  the  old  city,  was  N,  i’.  E.  then  we  travelled  N.  N.  W.  which  brought 
us  to  hills  and  dales ;  and  a  quarter  before  feven  we  refted,  and  pitched 
©ur  tents  upon  a  hill  called  Talmajh  or  Tqhnoufe',  having  in  fight  the 
Sanjack  mountains  on  the  left.  Here  is  plenty  of  water,  but  not  reckoned 
good,  therefore  called  Ajefew,  or  Bitter  Water.  We  tafled  it,  but  could 
not  efleem  it  very  bad,  and  obferved  many  people  drinking  of  it.  About 
the  hill  on  which  we  are  now  encamped,  are  the  ruins  of  buildings ;  we 
are  told  that  formerly  here  was  a  town,  but  the  inhabitants  could  not  con- 
tiune  in  it,  on  account  of  'their  troublefome  neighbours  the  Sanjacks. 
We  faw  a  great  many  birds  like  pigeons,  but  they  have  the  cry  of 
rooks. 

All  my  brother  travellers  have  fallen  off  their  appetites  lately,  and 
though  not  to  fo  great  a  degree  as  myfelf,  feel  much  trouble  from  the  heat 
of  the  day;  Mr.  Pye  complained  much,  Mr.  Alms  had  a  troublefome 
diarrhoea.  Mr.  Pigot  looks  very  much  fatigued,  and  we.  all  have  lofl 
fome.  inches  in  waifl;  fince  we  left  Baghdad:  my  Alexander  has  a  bloody 

flux.  I  paffed  this  day  better  than  any  one  of  our  company,  owing  to  the 
care  I  took  in  having  my  tent  again  wetted  with  water ;  was  able  to  eat 
a  rnorfel  of  ham,  the  firft  meat  I  had  tafted  for  a  great  while  pafl. 

The  people  of  the  Caravan,  I  here  obferved,  drefs  their  victuals  by  a  fire 
made  of  camel,  horfe,  or  mule’s  dung fometimes  the  ground  affords  a  dry 
fbrub  for  that  purpofe. 

At  eleven  in  the  night  we  decamped,  and  took  our  march  over  a 
tolerable  plain  country ;  our  courfe  for  fome  time  was  N.  then  N.  N.  W. 
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and  yet  farther  to  the  wefl ;  upon  the  whole  about  N.  W.  It  brought  ug, 
about  two  m  the  morning,  nearer  to  the  Per/ian  mountains  than  we  have 
been  yet.  We  paffed  over  fome  hills  and  vales,  but  in  general  a  fmoocher 
road  than  of  late.  I’he  land  by  nature  very  fertile,  though  it  now  produces 
only  wild  grafs,  flowering  fhrubs  and,  thiflles,  which  are  almofb  all  in  the 
feed.  At  feven  we  encamped  upon  a  rifing  ground,  having  at  its  foot,  a 
run  of  good  water,  with  an  innumerable  quantity  of  birds  of  the  kind  I 
mentioned  yefterday  :  this  fpot  is  called  Sefaya. 

The  Caravan  Bajhi  here  paid  us  a  vifit,  and  before  he  left  us  whifpered 
Francifeo  our  fervant,  that  “  it  was  cujiomary  for  gentlemen  like  us  to  fnakit 
him  aprefent.  The  fervant  gave  him  to  underlland,  he  mufl:  not  expefl  it, 
at  lead  until  w'e  Ihould  be  on  taking  our  leave  of  Caravan.  He  finoked 

his  pipe,  drank  coffee  with  us,  and  parted. - Every  F urk  we  have  yet  had 

to  deal  with,  (except  Aly  Aga^  and  the  governor  of  Hilla)  has  been  rather 
indelicate  in  regard  to  money  matters.  Even  their  greatefl:  will  be 

fcandaloufly  guilty  of  the  lo weft  mean neffes  in  this  refpefl  •,  for  which  reafon 
we  have  always  cautioufly  avoided  making  vifits  to  them,  or  their  minifters, 
knowing  it  could  not  be  done  but  at  a  very  confiderable  expence. 

Our  Aga  told  us,  that  the  Caravan  BaJlA  behaved  very  impolitely,  in  not 
having  waited  upon  us  while  we  were  in  our  tents  before  Moful\  and 
therefore  he  defired,  we  would  not  think  of  making  him  any  prefent  without 
his  advice.  Ele  told  us  alfo,  that  the  Aga.,  general  of  the  loldiers  efcorting 
the  Caravan.,  had  begged  of  him  to  prevail  upon  us,  particularly  this  night, 
to  keep  together,  and  as  near  to  the  Fakht  Revans  as  pofTible ;  as  well 
on  account  of  the  danger  we  v/ere  in  of  an  attack  from  the  Sanjacks.,  as  to 
prevent  our  being  infulted  by  any  of  his  own  troops,  w'ho  might  do  it 
through  miflake  and  ignorance.  He  added,  that  he  hoped  they  would  not 
do  it  through  wantonnefs. 

At  nine  in  the  evening  we  marched,  went  N.  h.  W.  the  firff  four  hours, 
then  N.  W.  b.  W.  for  two  more,  afterwards  about  W.  and  W.  b.  S.  upon 
the  v/hble  a  N.  W.  or  N.  W.  b.  W.  courfe,  over  the  fame  kind  of  loil, 
luxuriant  in  grafs  and  feedy  flowering  fhrubs  ;  all  which  are  very  thick,  and 
as  high  as  the  horfe’s  middle.  The  Courdijian  mountains  are  in  fight  to  the 
right,  xht  Sanjacks  to  t\\Q  left-,  diflant  from  each  other  fometimes  12,  2a 
and  30  miles  :  the  country  between  them  a  mixture  of  hills,  dales  and  plains, 
moft  of  the  latter  covered  with  a  deep  rich  mould. 

This  night  I  obferved  feveral  of  thofe  curious  infedls,  which  fo  abound 
in  India.,  and  are  by  us  called  Fire-flies  :  they  are  not  quite  fo  long  as  the 
Spanijh  fly,  are  of  a  brown  colour,  and  carry  under  their  bellies  a  luminous 
bag  which  is  opened  and  fliut  by  two  aftive  lips  :  by  this,  (their  own  light) 
they  are  guided  in  the  evening  and  night,  when  like  the  owl  they  are  alw^ays 
bufy.  In  the  Eajt  Indies  I  very  often  faw  the  air.  almofl  full  of  thefe 
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little  flying  luminaries ;  the  trees,  in  which  they  lodge,  have  a  pretty  and 
agreeable  appearance :  The  few  infefts  which  appeared  to-night,  are  the 
firft  I  have  leen  out  of  India.  Here  are  plenty  of  partridges  we  fprung 
the  old  ones,  and  our  cattle  almofl  trod  on  their  young  and  eggs.  About 
five  in  the  morning  an  Antelope  eroded  the  road  with  furprizing  fw'ift- 
nels.  At  feven  we  got  to  a  fmall  run  of  water  from  the  Terjian  mountains, 
and  encamped  on  a  hill  clofe  by  the  itream  called  Demir-Rapee. 

4 

The  firft  part  of  the  lad  night  was  agreeably  temperate,  the  middle 
cool.  This  morning  was  fliarp  and  a  little  hazy,  and  what  is  a  rare  thing 
to  us,  the  air  was  a  little  damp.  We  all  breakfaded  with  tolerable  good 
appetites.  Yefterday  and  to-day,  we  oblerved  on  the  fides  of  the  rivulets 
fome  green  hedge,  the  only  verdure  in  fight.  About  the  water  to-day, 
we  had  many  larks,  and  likewile  vaft  multitudes  of  thofe  birds  which 
refemble  pigeons,  but  croak  like  rooks.  Mr.  Alms  brought  in  a  graf- 
hopper  (if  it  may  be  ranked  in  that  clafs  of  infefts)  which  meafured  from 
head  to  tail  five  inches,  its  horn  four,  circumference  of  the  belly  three  :  it 
had.  fix  legs,  three  on  each  fide  ;  two  little  claws  on  each  fide  of  its  mouth, 
no  wings,  and  feemed,  though  very  llrong,  very  inadive.  Its  head  and 
joints  had  a  refemblance  of  the  craw-fifh.  Yefterday  were  brought  us  half 
a  dozen  land-crabs  of  the  fize  of  a  common  fmall  fea-crab.  Out  of  the' 
little  river  near  us,  we  got  a  difh  of  mullets  and  dace,  of  which  I  eat  a  few, 
but  either  they,  or  the  fherbet  I  drank  after  them,  made  of  the  juice 
of  green  grapes,  difagreed  with  me.  Mr.  Doidge  has  the  rheumatifm 
in  the  ftioulders ;  Meftieurs  Pye  and  Pigot  look  thin  and  harrafted  :  I 
bore  this  day’s  heat  pretty  well  in  the  Takht  Revan  under  the  tent,  and 
eat  my  bread  and  cheefe  with  more  fatisfadion  than  for  a  good  while 
paft. 

In  our  Caravan  we  now  obferved  fome  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  who  are  really  very  miferable  objeds  ;  moft  of  them  have  hardly 
v^herew'ithal  to  cover  thir  nakednefs :  it  is  piercing  to  hear  the  cry  of  the  in¬ 
fants  at  their  mothers  back  *,  and  thofe  of  four  and  five  years  of  age  are 
forced  to  walk  with  the  Caravan^  fending  forth  the  moft  piteous  lamenta¬ 
tions,  until  overcome  with  fatigue,  they  either  fall  down  on  the  ground,  or 
are  taken  up  into  the  lap,  or  behind  fome  compaftionate  rider.  In- 
ftances  of  this  fort  of  charity,  are  frequent  among  the  Turks.  Thefe 
poor  people  are  returning  to  their  abandoned  houfes,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  the  famine.  This  evening  came  into  our 
camp,  from  a  village  at  the  foot  of  the  Courdlfran  mountains,  twelve  Gourds 
well  mounted,  not  meanly  drefied,  and  armed  with  lances  and  piftols ;  they, 
in  appearance,  live  in  peace  with  the  government,  and  pay  thefe  cere¬ 
monial  vifits  to  Caravans.,  to  give  information  of  the  ftate  of  the  road ;  or 
rather  with  a  view  of  getting  a  prefent :  they  received  ten  Hookers  of  coffee, 
equal  to  25  pounds,  from  the  Caravan- BaJlji.  Tliey  fay,  a  body  of  the 
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Smjacks  were  a  few  days  ago  hereabouts,  and  bent  their  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  the  very  road  we  have  pafled. 

'About  half  paft  eleven  at  night,  agreeable  to  cuftom,  orders  were  given 
aloud,  throughout  the  camp,  “  To  charged  This,  and  every  other  com¬ 
mand,  relative  to  our  motions  and  reft,  is  from  the  Caravan-Bajhi,  A  thief 
being  detefted,  was  ftfipped,'  bound,  and  feverely  flogged  :  they  talk  of 
hanging  him  to-morrow,  and  the  Caravan-Bajhts  power,  though  fo  mean 
and  infignificant  a  perfon,  during  the  journey  is  abfolute.  At  twelve  at 
night  we  fet  off,  and  travelled  the  greateft  part  of  the  night  over  a  very  fine 
plain,  lying  between  the  eaft  and  weftern  mountains.  The  foil  here  is  re¬ 
markably  good,  and  capable  of  producing  great  crops  of  grain  and  fruit, 
were  it  but  in  the  hands  of  induftrious  perfons  to  cultivate  and  im¬ 
prove  it. 

There  was  a  time  when  a  fpirit  of  induftry  prevailed  among  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  this  country,  and  when  the  improvement  of  agriculture  was  one  of 
the  main  things  that  engaged  their  care  and  attention.  Even  their  greateft 
princes  did  not  think  it  an  employment  any  way  beneath  them,  to  look  into 
every  thing  that  related  to  huibandry  ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  caufed  an  exaft 
account  to  be  given  them  how  every  province  and  canton  was  cultivated, 
that  they  might  know  whether  each  country  brought  forth  fuch  fruits  as  it 
was  capable  of  producing.  They  defeended  lb  far  into  thofe  particulars, 
as  to  inform  themfelves  whether  the  private  gardens  of  their  fubjefls  were 
well  kept,  and  yielded  plenty  of  fruit :  they  rewarded  the  fuperintendants 
and  overfeers,  whofe  provinces  or  cantons  were  the  beft  cultivated,  and  pu- 
nilhed  the  lazinefs  and  negligence  of  thofe  idle  perfons,  who  did  not  labour 
and  improve  their  grounds  *. 

Such  is  the  account  given  us  by  hiftorians  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
thefe  provinces.  But  alas  !  how  is  the  face  of  things  now  changed  !  for 
in  all  that  part  of  Chaldea^  Babylonia^  Mefopotamia^  and  AJfyria,  which  we 
have  paffed  over,  no  other  care  feems  to  be  taken  of  the  land,  but  that  it 
lhall  be  capable  of  producing  fuch  a  quantity  of  corn,  as  barely  to  fatisfy 
the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  for  the  enfuing  year.  So  that  fhould 
any  extraordinary  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  or  their  common  enemy  the 
Locujl  chance  to  prevail,  a  dreadful  famine  muft  inevitably  be  the  con- 
fequence,  as  was  fadly  experienced  by  the  whole  country  round  Diarbekir 
the  laft  year. 

It  was  pleafant  travelling  to-night  by  the  moon,  and  afterwards  by  the 
ftars.  The  air,  except  its  being  more  or  lefs  filled  with  dull,  occafioned 
by  the  march  of  the  Caravan^  was  ferene  and  agreeable.  Not  a  cloud  hath 
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there  been  in  the  flcy  by  day  or  night  for  a  long  time.  Welcome,  be¬ 
yond  expreflion,  would  be  a  plentiful  fbower  of  rain  !  At  fix  we  favv  the 
ipot  we  were  to  reft-  upon,  called  Geraza^  being  a  rifing  ground  on  the 
other  fide  of  a  rivulet  of  good  water,  which  takes  its  rife  in  the  Pcrfian 
mountains. 

To  the  left,  juft  before  you  reach  the  ftream,  is  a  ftnall  mount,  contain¬ 
ing  the  tomb  of  Geraza^  an  ancient  fage.  Some  ruins  alfo  are  obfervable 
in  a  plain  near  to  it  lying  between  the  Courdifian  and  Sanjack  mountains. 
I  took  notice  here  of  eight  or  ten  mounts  (in  fhape  like  thofe  of  Kirccote- 
and  Arvek)  which  appeared  to  be  artificial  ;  they  were  placed  at  about  a 
mile  diftance  from  each  other,  probably  they  have  been  places  of  defence, 
or  boundaries  of  a  kingdom.  By  this  day’s  obfervation,  we  found  we  were 
in  the  latitude  of  37®  b'  north. 

It  was  near  fevcn  before  we  pitched  our  tents ;  this  work  was  delayed 
by  the  obftinacy,  or  rather  infolence  of  our  Takht  Revan-gee^  who  behaved 
fo  very  ill  to  the  Aga^  that  he  was  obliged  to  ftrike  him.  This  was  fo 
much  refented  by  him,  that  he  put  his  hand  to  the  dagger  in  his  fafti, 
and  menaced  the  Aga.  This  officer  was  very  grave  upon  it,  and  threatened 
to  leave  us,  if  we  did  not  turn  him  away.  We  gave  him  up  to  the  Aga 
to  do  what  he  pleafed  with  him  ;  not  caring  to  give  the  leaft  umbrage  to- 
a  man,  who  during  our  whole  journey,  had  ffiewn  himfelf  fo  extremely 

careful  of  us  and  our  concerns. - 1  was  aflured,  that  were  our  P’akht 

Revan-gee  within  the  reach  of  Solyman  Bajha^  he  certainly  would  be  put  to 
death  tor  his  infolent  behaviour  to  his  Aga.  This  laft  ftage  we  tra¬ 
velled  a  weft  courfe.  In  the  evening  we  allowed  ourfelves  a  bottle  of 
Madeira  to  the  remembrance  of  our  friends. 

A  quarter  before  twelve,  we  ft  ruck  our  tents,  and  immediately  went  on, 
advancing  all  night  over  one  of  the  fineft  plains  in  the  world;  at  leaft  what 
nature  intended  ffiould  have  been  fuch,  the  foil  being  rich,  and  of  the  moft 
luxuriant  kind.  We  every  now  and  then  obferved  mounts,  fuch  as  thofe  we 
met  with  yefterday.  Our  courfe  upon  the  whole  of  this  ftage  was  W.  b.  N. 
At  fix  o’clock,  we  difcovered  the  Minaret  of  a  Mofque  in  Nijibin.  Several 
little  rivers  ran  through  the  plain  near  to  this  place,  coming  from  the  high 
hills  to  the  eaft.  As  we  drew  nearer,  we  were  raviffied  with  the  fight  of 
verdure,  and  ploughed  lands,  at  a  little  diftance  from  us.  The  green  we 
afterwards  found  to  be  a  feed  plant,  which  the  poorer  people  make  into 
bread  ;  they  call  the  feed  Natchile.,  which  is  the  fame  as  what  with  us- 
is  called  Indian  corn.  There  was  a  plough  at  work,  drawn  by  two  yoked 
oxen,  followed  by  a  man  who  guided  it ;  the  ffiare  was  cafed  with  iron,  the 
foil  was  a  fine  deep  rich  mould,  but  neither  the  man  nor  beafts  feemed  to  ia^ 

*  bour  much. 
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At  feven  in  the  morning,  we  got  to  l^ifihni  *.  It  looked  pretty  at  a 
diftance,  being  feated  on  a  confiderable  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  which  runs 
a  river  formerly  called  the  Mygdonius^  with  a  ftone»bridge  of  eleven  arches 
built  over  it.  Juft  by  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  or  hills  (for  the 
town  is  feated  upon  two)  begin  the  ruins  of  a  once  more  flouriihing  place, 
which  reach  quite  up  to  the  prefent  town.  From  every  part  of  this  place, 
the  moft  delightful  profpeds  would  appear,  were  but  the  foil  properly  cul¬ 
tivated  and  planted  but  inftead  of  thofe  extenfive  woods  of  fruit-trees, 
which  Rauwolf  fpeaks  of  as  growing  near  the  place  in  his  time,  we  could 
not  dilcover  above  thirty  or  forty  ftraggling  ones  of  any  kind  ;  and  inftead 
of  that  great  extent  of  arable  land,  on  which  he  dwells  fo  much,  a  very 
inconfiderable  number  of  acres  are  now  remaining. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  towns  which  fo  feverely  fuffered  by  the  late  fa¬ 
mine.  It  loft  almoft  all  its  inhabitants,  either  by  death  or  defertion.  Of 
thofe  who  left  it,  and  furvived,  fome  begin  to  return.  The  ftreets  pre- 
fented  us  with  many  wretches,  miferably  poor,  and  more  than  half-ftarved  ; 
they  now  greedily  devour  the  rind  of  cucumbers,  and  every  other  refufe  of 
food  thrown  out  into  the  highway.  We  purchafed  at  this  place,  bread, 
milk,  cucumbers,  and  pretty  good  mutton.  The  firft  article,  according  to 
our  fervant  Francifco\  information,  (who  was  here  about  fourteen  years 
ago)  has  rifen  in  price  near  four  thoufand  per  cent ;  at  that  time,  forty 
cakes  were  fold  for  one  Para,  the  price  of  a  fingle  one  at  prefent. 

The  town  itfelf  is  defpicable,  the  ftreets  extremely  narrow,  and  the 
houfes,  even  thofe  which  are  of  ftone,  arc  mean.  Our  Aga  fecured  us  a  good 
room  in  one  of  the  Kauns.  The  late  MuJJ'elem  or  governor  of  Nijibin  is 
now  in  irons,  by  order  of  Solyman,  Bajha  of  Baghdad,  for  not  having  t^ken 
proper  care  in  efcorting  a  meffenger  from  Stamboul  to  Baghdad,  who  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  governor’s  negledl,  was  rifled  by  the  Sanjacks, 

It  was  agreed  between  us  to  dlfpatch  a  letter  from  this  place  to  Mr. 
Drummond,  our  conful  at  Aleppo.  Accordingly  Mr.  Doidge  wrote  one,  and 
fent  it  by  a  fpecial  meflenger,  who  upon  delivering  it  in  leven  days  is  to 
be  paid  14  piaftres ;  but  if  he  fails  one  day  only,  he  is  then  to  have  but 

*  “  Rijibis,  now  Nijibin,  a  midland  town  35  miles  from  the  ^ygris  towards  Charrcs,  (or 
liarran)  was  heretofore  a  very  confiderable  city  called  Mygdonia,  from  the  river 

donius  which  runs  through  it ;  under  the  it  was  oi  Mefopntamia  proper,  well 

defended  by  its  bilhop  in  Conjlaatius’^  time  againft  the  Perjians,  but  taken  by  them  afterwards 
in  the  time  of  Jo<i>inian.  In  its  prefent  ftate,  it  is  the  feat  of  a  Turkijh  Sangiack,  llands  on  two. 
fmall  hills,  and  makes  a  handfome  view  at  a  diftance,  buf  though  a  pretty  large  town,  has- 
but  a  forty  appearance,  when  you  come  into  it,  being  pitifully  built.  The  land  alrout  it 
very  fruitful  and  well  cultivated,  the  bufinefs  of  the  place  being  altogether  agriculture,  which, 
the  good  foil  renders  very  profitable  to  them.  Their  orchards  and  corn-fields,  efpecially  the 
former,  affording  great  profit  from  the  pomegranates,  figs,  cubebs,  &c.  which  they  fend  to 
foreign  parts;  and  fo  numerous  are  their  fruit-trees,  that  you  would  take  them  for  woods  of 
wild  ones.”  Rauwolf. 
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five.  He  travels  on  foot,  and  goes  through  the  Sanjack  territories,  which 
is  a  much  fliorter  way  than  that  we  (hall  take.  This  ftep  of  fending  a 
letter  by  exprefs,  we  judged  a  probable  means  of  fecuring  us  an  early  paf- 
fage  in  fome  Ihip  from.  Scandaroon  to  England. 

The  ^ahkt-revan-gee  was  this  morning  imprifoned  by  the  governor 
for  his  infolent  behaviour  to  the  Jga  yefterday,  but  was  releafed  again 
before  night-,  the  Aga  contented  himfelf  with  barely  convincing  him  of 
the  power  he  had  over  him.— A  rare  inftance  of  clemency  in  a  ^tirhjh 
officer. 

While  in  the  Kaun  I  ordered  our  interpreter  Francifco  to  enter  into  a  con- 
verfation  with  a  poor  Furk^  relative  to  the  late  famine  and  the  account  he 
gave  of  it  was  dreadful  even  in  rctrofpe(5lion.  This  poor  creature  in  his 
turn  afked  many  queftions  relpc(fling  the  probability  of  fuch  an  event 
happening  in  our  country:  He  appeared  furprized  to  hear,  that  a  famine 
had  not  been  known  for  more  than  a  century,  or  hardly  heard  of  by  us ; 
and  was  in  the  utmoft  amazement  to  find,  that  by  the  laws  of  England 
a  poor  man  could  not  ilarve,  fo  long  as  there  were  any  rich  to  provide 
him  with  fqod  and  raiment.  This  point,  relating  to  the  poors  laws,  fo 
ftruck  the  ’Furk^  that  with  clinched  hands,  and  eyes  fixed  towards  heaven, 
he  for  awhile  feemed  employed  in  ejaculatory  prayer :  at  laft,  he  gravely, 
but  with  confidence  replied,  “  The  happinefs  of  this  world  is  yours :  Our's^  in 
“  a  future  fated' 


The  great  Caravan  will  ftay  here  three  or  four  days,  in  order  to  pay 
the  duties  due  to  government.  Twelve  of  the  principal  inhabitants  came 
from  Geraza  yefterday,  and  after  continuing  with  the  Caravan  a  fiiort 
time,  went  back  again.  Thefe  were  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  to  prevent 
fmuggling. 


This  morning  an  exprefs  arrived,  which  confirmed  an  account  we  re¬ 
ceived  yefterday  from  fome  poor  women  who  were  in  the  rear  of  the  Ca¬ 
ravan  that  “  early  the  Sunday  morning,  being  fome  miles  behind,  they  faw 
about  500  armed  men  both  horfe  and  foot,  from  the  Sanjack  country,  who 
on  coming  up  demanded  of  them  a  faithful  account,  whether  the  Caravan 
was  before  or  behind  ?  on  being  told  before,  they  were  greatly  enraged, 
and  rode  off.”  As  we  had  often  met  with  alarms  of  this  kind,  which 
turned  out  to  be  nothing  more  than  bugbears,  at  firft  we  gave  no  manner  of 
credit  to  it.  The  exprefs  was  fent  by  an  Arab  Sheick,  on  good  terms  with 
the  government,  who  advifed,  that  the  Sanjacks  difappointed  at  the  efcape 
of  the  Caravan^  had  turned  their  fury  on  him,  alledging  that  their  unfuc- 
cefsful  expedition  had  been  owing  to  the  falfe  information  which  he  had  given 
them:  the  Sheick  prayed  the  government  to  fend  him  immediate  help  for  the 
recovery  of  his  flock,  and  300  cavalry  are  this  moment  fet  off  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 


Monday 
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I  learned  laft  night,  that  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  Cotirdijlan  mountains, 
were  ftill  a  few  gardens  in  fome  fort  of  order,  particularly  one  which  is 
called  an  hermitage,  and  belonged  once  to  a  Chrijiian  Patriarch  %  the  houfe  is 
in  ruins,  but  fome  of  the  trees  remain.  Upon  hearing  this,  I  ordered  a  per- 
fon  to  be  fent  to  the  fpot  •,  but  he  returned  with  only  a  plate  of  walnuts,  and. 
they  not  quite  ripe. 


Saturday  night  lad,  about  eleven  o’clock,  I  was  taken  with  a  fmall  fhiver- 
ing  and  yawning.  Which  foon  went  off ;  but  the  next  evening  about  feven 
o’clock  I  found  a  tightnefs  on  the  abdomen,  with  fome  bilious  twitchings 
about  the  ducds  of  the  gall  bladder  ;  all  my  joints  fo  ached  that  I  was  not 
able  to  (land,  or  walk,  but  with  pain  and  difficulty.  I  laid  myfelf  dowm  in 
hopes  of  deep,  and  found  that  pofture  the  moft  agreeable  •,  but  the  per¬ 
plexity  from  the  Mufchetos  (which  are  now  again  become  troublefome)  and', 
from  a  flie,  which  though  fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  be  perceived,  yet  leaves 
a  fling  behind  not  much  lefs  painful  than  that  of  the  Mufcheto^  to 

the  fatigue  of  my  complaint,  made  the  night  pafs  very  uncomfortably.. 
This  morning  I  was  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  a  difcharge  of  bile  j  and 
in  the  evening  took  an  Ip e cacua7ta-v omit ,  which  was  of  great  fervice. . 


As  I  could  not  on  this  account  accompany  my  brethren  about  the  town 
and  its  ruins,  I  muft  therefore  infert  here  fome  notes  made  by  the  other 
gentlemen,  in  our  common  journal.,  “  Here  is  a  building  that  has  fome- 
“  what  of  the  appearance  of  a  caflle,  but  we  faw  no  guns  mounted  on  it.- 
There  is  allb  a  done  Mofque  with  a  Minaret  ;  and  a  little  way  to  the 
“  eadward  of  the  town,  is  an  old  Chrijiian  church,  which  mud  once  have 
“  been  a  very  large  and  noble  building  by  the  remains:  two  capitals  of 
pillars,  v/hich  fupported  an  handfome  arch,  are  to  be  feen  above  ground, , 
and  a  fmall  part  of  the  arch  is  dill  remaining ;  but  the  pillars  are  buried  '' 

“  under  the  ruins.  About  lOO  yards  from  the  church  are  five  large  co- 
“  lumns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  the  greated  part  of  which  are  alfo  buried  ; . 
thefe  they  tell  you  were  once  part  of  the  building,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  but  in  the  time  of  the  Romans  it  might  have  been 
“  temple.” 

At  half  pad  eight  in  the  evening,  we  left  Nijihin  and  the  great  Caravan^ 
taking  with  us  twenty  foot  foldiers ;  two  companies  of  cavalry  joined  us 
likewife,  who  are  going  to  Merdin.  At  ten  we  pafied  a  ruin  on  the  right,., 
SfiRKA  called  Serka  Kaun^  and  at  five  in  the  morning,  another  to  the  left.  The 

.Kau.v.  country  hath  the  fame  face  as  what  we  lately  pafied.  Near  Nijihin  we. 

Joly  i8.  pafied  feveral  .  runs  of  water. 


This  night,  a  falfe  alarm  was  given  to  our  little  Caravan-  of  robbers 
being  in  fight,,  which  put  us  alien  our  guard-,  but  there  feemed  to  be  no  » 
foundation,  for  it,  it  was  rather  a  piece  of  pjeafantry  by  cur  P'urkijh 


Z 
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A  little  before  day-light,  the  mountain  on  which  Hands,  was  Hiewn  175? 

to  luch  of  our  party  as  were  not  in  the  Takht  Revans^  and  at  the  morning  ’ - r- 

davvn  the  buildings  appeared.  The  city  looked  large,  and  o'f  difficult  ac- 
cefs,  diftant  from  us  about  five  miles.  At  fix  we  put  up  at  a  very  forty 
village  called  Arin^  having  travelled  near  nine  hours,  about  a  W.  h,  N.  Arix. 
coLirfe. 

In  this  village  we  faw  a  thoufand  marks  of  poverty,  defolation,  and  dif- 
trefs.  At  the  very  entrance  of  it,  two  human  Ikeletons  almoft  entire,  pre¬ 
fen  ted  themfclves  to  our  view  *,  the  bodies  muft  either  have  been  thrown, 
or  perhaps  dropt  down  dead  here  during  the  famine,  and  the  fleffi  devoured 
by  the  beads  of  the  field,  or  the  birds  of  the  air.  Two  other  villages  are 
in  fight :  one  lies  N.  N.  W.  four  or  five  miles  •,  the  other  weft  fix  miles. 

This  laft  is  called  CojaJur.  —  A  fine  plain  for  many  miles  is  in  fight, 
pretty  well  cultivated,  and  this  year  has  given  to  it  a  tolerable  crop  of 
corn. 

Our  Aga  took  no  reft  after  this  ftage,  but  rode  on  to  Merdin  to  folicit 
the  governor  for  a  guard  to  efcort  us  to  Urfa.  He  returned  in  the  even- 
-  ing,  with  Francifcv^  whom  we  had  fent  to  Fere  Eugene  with  a  letter 
from  our  friend  the  bifhop  of  Babylon.,  and  another  from  Mr.  Garden,  The 
former  brought  back  the  compliments  of  the  governor,  with  many  affurances 
of  veneration  and  efteem.  Our  fervant  delivered  us  three  letters  in  French 
from  Fere  Eugene,  the  purport  of  which,  and  a  meffage  that  attended  them, 
was,  “  That  he  had  waited  upon  the  governor,  who  was  very,  ready 
to  grant  us  forty  or  fifty  foldiers,  the  whole  that  he  could  fpare  ;  but 
that  he  was  very  diffident,  whether  fo  fmall  a  number  was  fufficient  to  enfure 
our  fafety,  as  he  had  certain  information  that  four  tribes  of  Arabs  having 
heard  of  our  coming  this  way,  and  that  we  were  very  richly  laden,  were 
lying  in  wait  on  purpofe  to  intercept  us.  He  therefore  advifed  us  by  all 
means  either  to  wait  for  the  coming  up  of  the  great  Caravan  from  Moful, 
or  to  fet  out  for  Diarbekir  this  very  night,  as  by  much  the  fafeft  road ;  and 
as  we  carried  with  us  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Bajha  of  this  laft 
place,  who  was  going  for  Aleppo  next  Friday,  he  ftrongly  recommended 
us  to  put  OLirfel  yes  .under  his  proteftion.”  *  Such  were  the  principal  contents 

of 

*  The  following  Is  a  copy  of  the  father’s  third  letter. 

‘^Monsieur, 

“  Le  governeur  repond  que  volontler  11  donnera  quarente  ou  cinquante  foldats,  mais  qu’il 
“  ne  repond  pas  des  inconveoiens  qui  peuvent  arriver  en  chemin  ;  que  fi  vous  voulez  attendre 
la  Cara^v^ne'ou  prendre  le  chemin  de  Diarbekir  il  feroit  plus  fure  et  vous  fairoit  conduire 
“  a  Diarbekir  fans  crainte,  de  la  vous  partez  par  Orfa,  d^'Orfa  a  Alep.  Voyez  Monfr.  a  quoi 
VQU.S-WOUS  determinez.  Je  conte  qu’il  feroit  plus  liir  de  vous  porter  Mardin  et  nous 
determinerons  le  tout. 

Pv  EUGENE” 
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1758.  0^  father  three  letters,  from  whence  we  plainly  perceived  the  necef- 

V— J  fity  of  our  going  at  laft  by  Diarhe^ir-t  which  place  we  had  always  refolved 
to  avoid.  ' 

I  was  informed  here,  that  a  linen  and  filk  manufadlory  is  carried  on  at 
Merdin.  Merdifi',  and  that  the  inhabitants  make  and  fell  great  quantities  of  turbans,. 

“and  many  other  parts  of  drefs.  The  foil  about  the  place  is  very  rich,  and 
yields  good  wheat,  part  of  which  is  fent  to  other  markets.  We  got  from 
the  city  pretty  good  beef,  bread,  milk,  a  little  butter,  a  few  fowls,  fome 
grape-juice,  apples,  cherries,  and  plumbs  *,  thefe  are  now  in  feafon :  The 
environs  abound  in  gardens  of  good  fruit,  though  perhaps  lefs  now  than 
formerly.  It  is  remarkable  that  from  Hilla  to  Baghdad^  and  from  Baghdad 
to  Merdin^  not  fix  trees  are  to  be  feen,  but  what  are  in  private  gardens,  or 
on  the  tops  of  high  mountains.  Both  Merdin  and  Niftbin,  although  in  the 
Bajhalic  of  Moful,  are  under  the  jurildidtion  of  the  Bajha  of  Baghdad^  and 
their  refpecftive  governors  are  appointed  by  him.  On  four  neighbouring 
mounts,  the  ruins  of  as  many  Chrijlian  monafteries  are  ftill  vifible.  The 
caftle  at  Merdin  was  built  by  Chrijtians :  The  famous  T’amerlane  befieged 
it  feven  years  before  he  took  it,  nor  would  it  then  have  furrendered,  had 
not  the  befieged  been  in  want  of  provifions.  We  are  told,  excellent  water 
is  to  be  had  here.  Merdin^  by  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  AlmSy  lies  in 
37®  18'  north  latitude. 

Alexander  M'^lntojh  all  the  laft  night,  though  better  of  his  flux,  was  very 
ill  with  a  fever,  thirft,  pain  in  his  iDowels,  difficulty  in  making  water,, 
and  bloody  ftools.  He  was  bled  twice  yefterday,  fomented,  and  had 
nitrous  powders,  iAc,  He  had  not  carefully  obferved  that  regimen  which 
was  recommended  to  him,  but  indeed  a  very  irregular  kind  of  life  we 
all  are  forced  to  lead  at  prefent.  Our  appetites  are  gone,  though  the  air 
(particularly  while  we  are  under  cover)  is'  not  fo  violently  hot  as  we  have 

P.  S.  “  Nous  avons  parle  avec  le  gouverneur,  il  m’a  repondu,  que  volontier  il  donera 
“  tous  les  foldats  que  vous  defirez  :  mais  qu’il  vous  confeille  de  prendre  le  chemin  de  Diar^ 
“  bekir  qui  eft  le  plus  fur  :  que  vous  avez  le  Bujurdi  pour  le  Pacha  de  Diarbekir,  qui  part  pour. 

Alep  vendredi  prochain  :  que  d’ici,  il  vous  donnera  tous  les  foldats  neceffaires  pour  cela 
“  jufque  de  Mo/ol.  —  Monfr.  notre  governeur  apres  avoir  foupe  enfemble,  m^a  dit  de  vouii 
“  ecrire,  de  vous  prier,  et  vous  exhorter  de  partir  ce  foir  pour  Diarbekir,  qu’il  n’y  a  point 
“  de  voie  plus  fur,  et  comme  il  dolt  repondre  de  vos  perfonnes,  il  vous  fait  des  nouvelles  in- 
“  ftantes.  Attendu  que  vendredi  prechain  le  Pacha  doit  parter  de  Diarbekir  pour  Alepy  oo- 
**  il  eft  Pacha,  De  eceur 

Votxe  Devoiie  Serviteur, 

P.  EUGENE. 


The  verbal  meflage  was  conveyed  in  thele  words 

-  **  The  governor’s  anxiety  for  your  departing  immediately,  is  owing  to  certain  intelligence 

which  he  has  juft  received,  that  four  tribes  of  Arabs  are  lying  in  wait  purpofely  to  intercept 
• '  you }  they  having  received  an  inforaation  that  you  and  your  party  are  richly  laden.” 

p  >  before 


[  341  J 

before  found  it.  The ,  laft  n;ight  was  cloudy,  ^with  thunder,  lightning,  and 
rain ;  The  effedSfOf  the  laft,  were  unfpeakably  comfortable  to  us.. 

We  long  earneftly  for  the  fight  of  our  countrymen  at  Aleppo,  where  we 
hope  to  find  good  wine,  and  well-drefled  food,  and  to  recover  our  loft 
appetites. — Poor  Mr.  Pigot  declares,  that  were  he  to  be  made  emperor  of 
,  alT the j  countries  we  have  paffed  through,  with  the  addition  of  both  the 
Indies  as  a  reward,  he  would  not  fqr  fo  valuable  a  confideration  undertake 
this  journey  a  fecond  time.. 
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‘Occurrences  on  the  road  fl'om  Merdin  Diarbekir,  ‘with  a  defcription  of  that 
city. — Account  of  the  famine  there. — We  leave  Diarbekir,  and  join  the  Bafha 
Abdallah.  Face  of  the  country  ‘we  travel  over. — Account  of  fome  Arabs  and 
their  flocks.  Fhe  Baflia’s  deportment  to  us. — We  arrive  at  Bir ;  Defcription 
of  that  city. — Ohfervations  in  our  journey  from  that  place  to  Sajuera  and 
Aleppo. 


About  half  pall  fix  in  the  evening  we  left  Arin,  and  travelled  towards 
Merdin.  In  two  hours  we  got  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain  on 
which  that  city  Bands  •,  and  pafied  by  another  dead  human  body  lying  in  the 
road,  very  =much  torn  either  by  wild  beafts,  or  the  fowls  of  heaven.  The 
cartilages  were  quite  frefh,  and  part  of  the  ragged  covering  Bill  remained. 
On  the  left  hand  leading  up  to  the  mount  of  Merdin,  are  the  remains  of 
a  fmall  town,  We  left  Merdin  on  our  right,  and  from  eight  to  ten  we  were 
afcending  the  Courdiflan  hills,  over  fome  parts  of  which  we  had  great  difii- 
■culty  to  get  our  F akht  Revans,  the  roads  being  narrow  and  rocky. 

From  Arin  to  the  mountain  of  Merdin,  we  marched  five  miles  a  N.  N.  W. 
courfe  ;  for  the  next  two  hours  a  N.  eaBerly  one,  over  a  very  mountainous 
country  j  and  from  twelve  at  night  to  four  in  -the  morning,  we  travelled 
a  courfe  from  N.  W.  to  N.  E,  changing  very  often  two,  three,  or  four 
points  of  the  Compafs.  At  four  we  reBed  in  a  pleafant  meadow  covered 
•with  trefoil,  by  the  fide  of  a  beautiful  rivulet,  and  continued  there  fome 
hours.  The  frefli  recruit  of  fpirits  we  received  on  breathing  the  cool  air 
of  the  mountains,  and  our  joy  in  pafling  through  a  country  covered  every 
where  with  fo  beautiful  a  verdure,  can  only  be  conceived  by  thofe  few 
Europeans,  who,  like  us,  have  travelled  over  this  fultry  part  of  the  world  in 
the  hotteB  feafon  of  the  year. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  renewed  our  march  through  a  moB  delightful  countij 
of  pleafant  bufiiy  hills  welhcultivated,  and  verdant  dales  interfered  with  many 

a  run- 
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3  running  dream:  corn,  grafs,  trefoil,  wild  flowers,  and  fweet  fmelling  i75^i 
Ihrubs,  grow  here  in  the  greateft  plenty.  Our  ears  were  continually  faluted 
with  the  cooing  of  the  dove,,  the  melody  of  the  lark,  and  other  finging  birds, 
to  which  the  hawthorn,  the  poplar,  and  the  willow  afforded  fhelter.  But 
all  thefe  natural  beauties  were  greatly  enhanced  to  us  by  the  frelhnefs  of 
the  air,  and  the  almoft  conftant  breezes  which  prevailed  here.  Thefe  were 
fo  extremely  grateful  and  refrefhing,  that  at  the  joyful  inftant,  we  could  not 
help  looking  upon  them  as  a  full  and  fufficient  recompence  for  all  our  paft 
labour  and  fatigue.  'Fhe  command  of  this  pleafant  diflrid  is  lodged  in  a 
Sheick-Sakm,  who  is  a  Courd. 

At  twelve  at  noon  we  refted  in  a  valley  by  the  fide  of  another  running 
dream,  not  far  from  a  village.  Here  we  got  fome  milk,  but  heard  a  very 
difagreeable  piece  of  news  by  a  traveller  from  Diarbekir ;  “  that  the  Bajha' 
was  already  fet  out  for  Aleppo  ;  and  that  fince  his  departure,  the  road  be¬ 
tween  us  and  Diarbekir  had  been  infefted  by  a  company  of  banditti  confifl- 
ing  of  5  or  600  men,  who  committed  all  kinds  of  outrages,  extorting 
whatever  they  wanted  from  the  feveral  villages,  and  plundering  every  paf- 
fenger  that  came  in  their  way.’*  Our  Aga  had  heard  this  fome  hours 
before,  but  did  not  think  proper  to  acquaint  us  with  it  till  fix  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  when  he  came  with  Francifco  to  our  tent;  and  with  a  mod 
forrowful  countenance  unbofomed  the  difagreeable  intelligence.  He  added, 
however,,  that  he  was  not  without  hopes  the  whole  of  the  account  might 
be  falfe ;  that  he  had  difpatched  a  perfon  to  a  narrow  pafs  before  us,  in 
order  to  get  farther  information,  and  who,  he  trufted  would  return  with  a 
good  account  *,  but  if  not,  we  fhould  then  be  obliged  to  ftrike  out  of  the 
road  towards  our  left,  and  take  up  our  abode  in  a  village  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  until  fuch  time  as  he  could  procure  a  proper  guard  to  conduft  us 
in  fafety  to  Diarbekir.  This  news  alarmed  us  all  to  a  great  degree,  and 
threw  a  damp  over  thofe  flattering  hopes  which  we  had  lately  entertained 
of  being  in  ten  or  twelve  days  blelfed  with  the  fight  and  converfation  of 
our  countrymen'  at  Aleppo.  To  keep  up  our  fpirits  therefore  as  well  as- 
we  could  under  fuch  alarming  circumftances,  we  allowed  ourfelves  a  glafs 
or  two  of  wine,  though  our  whole  flock  was  now  reduced  to  ten 

bottles  of  this,  and  four  of  claret. 

About  nine,  the  Aga\  meflenger  returned,  and  brought  advice,  that  there 
were  fome  armed  men  upon  the  road,  but  he  could  not  learn  they  had 
committed  any  violence,  otherwife  than  by  exacting  provifions  for  their  own 
ufe,  from  the  feveral  towns  and  villages  ^  and  that  in  all  probability 
they  were  troops  belonging  to  the  Bajhas,  army,  fent  by  him  to  colleft 
the  duties  due  to  government.  This  intelligence  railed  once  more  our 
drooping  fpirits,  and  we  determined  to  proceed  :  but  to  avoid  an  ambuf- 
oade,  we  refolved  to  continue  where  v/e  were  ’till  two  or  three  the  next 
morning. 


About 
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About  eight  this  evening,  we  difcovered  the  moon  rifing  over  the  hills, 
almoft  totally  eclipfed,  being,  only  illuminated  in  the  lower  limb,  in  appear¬ 
ance  about  the  twentieth  part  of  its  diameter.  In  half  an  hour  after,  it 
was  quite  clear.  We  aflced  the  Turks^  what  this  appearance  meant  ?  they 
anfwered,  “  Some  portentous  event !” 

July  21.  agreed  upon,  w'e  fet  off,  and  foon  met  a  company  of  travellers 

with  loaded  mules  and  afles  going  to  Merdin  •,  among  them  was  a  Chocarda 
with  a  fervant  or  two  from  Diarbekir.  As  we  did  not  underftand  the  coun¬ 
try-language,  w'e  kept  on,  leaving  the  and  Francifco  behind  to  pick 

up  intelligence.  In  a  few  minutes,  the  late  affrighted,  half-dead  Francifco, 
reanimated  by  the  account  which  had  been  given  him,  came  galloping  after 
us,  calling  aloud,  '■'‘Courage  meffteurs  I  -point  de  crainte!  les  toutes  font  de 
menfonges  /  le  chcmin  eft  net !  Courage  gentlemen  !  there’s  no  fear !  kis  all  a 
lye!  the  road  is  clear!”  From  whence  we  eafily  underflood,  intelligence 
had  been  given  him  of  no  robbers  being  on  the  road,  and  that  no  kind 
of  danger  was  to  be  apprehended  •,  which  upon  his  coming  up,  he  confirmed, 
as  foon  at  leafl  as  his  extacy  of  joy  would  permit  him.  We  continued  there¬ 
fore  to  travel  over  the  mountains,  taking  a  north  courfe  ’till  feven  in 
the  morning,  when  we  met  with  a  fingle  Turk  on  horfeback,  who  informed 
us,  that  in  going  on  in  the  road  to  Diarbekir,  as  we  were,  he  had  difcovered 
at  fome  diftance  to  the  right,  a  great  body  of  Arab  horfemen,  confiding  of 
about  700,  who  were  lying  in  wait  for  travellers,  and  that  to  prevent  their 
feeing  him  he  had  ftruck  away  to  the  left  of  the  road. 

Upon  receiving  this  frefh  piece  of  difagreeable  intelligence,  we  thought 
proper  alfo  to  quit  the  main  road,  wheeling  towards  the  left ;  our  Aga  at 
the  fame  time  putting  fpurs  to  his  horfe,  and  riding  off  to  the  right,  by 
way  of  reconnoitring,  leaving  the  whole  conduct  of  our  little  troop  to  the 
diferetion  of  Mr.  Pye whom,  for  his  expert  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  we 
afterwards  dubbed  with  the  honourable  title  of  Captain  General.  We  could 
not  but  difapprove  of  our  Agt^^  behaviour,  which  though  well  intended, 
feemed  in  our  opinion  rather  calculated  for  making  a  difeovery  of  us  to  the 
enemy. 

In  half  an  hour’s  time,  under  the  guidance  of  our  new  general,  we  got  to 
the  foot  of  a  village,  which  we  found  deferred  by  the  inhabitants  through 
fear  of  the  Arabs :  as  we  were  riding  heedlefly  on  towards  a  cultivated 
fpot  of  ground,  the  occupier  of  it  with  great  emotion  waved  his  hand  to 
us,  to  avoid  his  plantation  ^  we,  luppofing  that  every  thing  had  reference 
to  our  prefent  danger,  concluded  he  meant  the  enemy  were  to  our  left, 
and  that  we  fhould  again  return  to  the  right. .  Still  however  we  kept  on 
through  the  corn,  ’till  we  got  up  very  near  to  the  farmer  \  when  our  old 
irulfy  Francifco  afkcd  him,  “  JVhat  news The  'Turk  or  Courd,  enraged  at 
the  damage  done  to  his  crop,  put  his  hand  to  his  fword,  and  in  the  moft 
violent  paffion  replied,  “  The  news  he  had  for  him,  was,  that  he  would 

3  immediately 
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immediately  cut  off  his  head'' — This  threat  was  the  finifliing  ftroke  to  the 
poor  old  man’s  fpirits ;  he  trembled,  tried  to  make  an  apology,  but  could 
not  utter  a  word.  We  faw  the  confufion  he  was  in,  but  not  underftanding 
the  country-language,  were  for  a  little  while  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  could  be 
the  occafion  of  it.  The  "Turkijh  farmer,  whofe  anger  we  foon  found  means 
to  appeafe,  confirmed  to  us  the  account  we  had  received  of  the  Arab  horfe 
being  to  the  'right  of  us ;  but  as  by  keeping  to  the  left  of  the  road  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  fee  nothing  of  them,  we  concluded,  that  they  had 
retired  towards  the  river  (on  whofe  banks  there  is  fome  cover)  to  avoid  the 
heat  of  the  day.  When  the  affair  was  over,  I  told  Francifco^  that  I  had 
•reafon  to  think  him  a  very  honeft  man,  but  was  perfuaded  he  was  a  bad 
foldier ;  he  readily  affented  to  the  truth,  heartily  wifhing  himfelf  and  all 
of  us  fafe  in  Aleppo :  he  moreover  declared,  that  this  was  the  mod  perilous 
journey  he  had  ever  made  with  European  gentlemen,  and  that  it  fhould  be 
the  lafl. 

We  continued  on  our  way  for  Diarhekir :  before  we  got  to  that  city, 
we  croffed  an  arm  of  the  Tygris^  and  afterwards  the  Fygris  itfelf  twice. 
The  firft  time,  we  did  it  by  a  ftone-bridge  of  five  arches,  the  lafl,  by 
another  bridge  of  ten.  It  was  about  nine  in  the  morning  when  we  firft 
faw  from  the  high  mountains  the  city  of  Diarhekir^  then  diftant  from 
us  about  fourteen  miles.  We  continued  from  that  time  to  leave  the 
heights,  and  travelling  north,  we  reached  the  village  of  Hallipoi  about  half 
.a  mile  from  Diarhekir^  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  march  of  near  13 
hours,  and  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  the  heat  of  the  day.  We  put  up  at 
a  good  houfe  belonging  to  a  relation  of  Ofman^  a  very  civil  young  Turk^ 
and  our  fellow-traveller  from  Baghdad. 

Our  fervant  (now  in  a  fair  way  of  recovery)  having  for  fome 

time  paft  had  pofleflion  of  one  of  x.\\t  Fakht  Revans ^  our  reliefs  in  the 
other  were  but  feldom.  The  wind  indeed  being  cooler  now  than  what  we 
had  experienced  ten  days  ago,  we  did  not  fuffer  fo  much  from  the  heat  as 
we  otherwife  fhould  have  done  :  however,  my  fpirits  were  quite  exhaufted, 
and  I  wanted  fome  other  meat  and  drink  befides  bifeuit  and  water.  In  the 
latter  part  of  this  day’s  journey,  I  rode  in  the  Takht  Revan  three  hours*,  one 
hour  was  in  my  own  proper  turn,  one  in  Mr.  Doidge's,  and  the  other  in 
Mr.  Alms's^  who  bearing  the  fatigue  better  than  myfelf,  were  fo  obliging 
as  to  infift  upon  my  doing  it. 

In  the  evening,  compliments  were  fent  to  us  out  of  the  city  from  the 
Muffolem  and  treafurer.  The  firft  will  have  the  command  here,  as  foon 
as  Abdallah  Bajha  ihall  fet  out  for  Aleppo^  who  fortunately  for  us  is  not  gone, 
and  will  depart  on  Monday  next.  His  tents  are  all  pitched  without  the  city, 
and  make  a  g?iy  appearance  :  that  which  is  intended  for  his  own  perfon,  we 
diftinguilhed  by  the  gilded  ball. 
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This  morning  our  Aga  went  into  the  city,  and  delivered  a  letter  to  the 
Kahier ;  leaving  another  for  the  Bajha.  The  Kahter  enquired  civilly  after 
our  healths,  hoped  we  were  not  greatly  fatigued,  offered  his  beft  fervices, 

&c.,  and  affured  the  Aga  that  he  fliould  look  upon  us  as  part  of  his  own 
family  in  the  journey  to  Aleppo.  He  defired  his  compliments,  and  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  him  to  wait  on  Abdallah  Bajha  in  the  evening.  Mr.  Pye  and 
I  were  half  poifoned  to-day  by  drinking  too  freely  of  a  bowl  of  wine  and 
water,  into  which  through  miftake,  we  put  Alum  inftead  of  fugar.  We 
were  both  fo  much  affedted  by  it,  as  to  be  obliged  to  take  a  vomit,  which 
greatly  relieved  us. 

In  the  evening,  Abdallah  Bajha  fent  for  our  Aga.,  and  after  the  common 
compliments  had  paffed  between  them,  in  refpedt  to  us,  he  afked  how  we 
propofed  to  travel  ?  whether  in  his  train,  or  feparately  ?  adding,  if  we  chofe 
the  latter,  that  he  would  fpeak  to  the  MiiJJolem  to  give  orders  for  fome 
troops  to  efcort  us.  On  being  told,  that  we  came  this  way  on  purpofe  to 
accompany  him,  he  replied,  “  that  we  fhould  be  of  the  family  of 
his  chief  Chrijiian  officers  among  whom  we  find,  are  his  treafurer,  cham¬ 
berlain,  and  fome  others.  He  carried  his  complaifance  fo  far,  as  to  • 

afk  whether  wc  had  tents,  mules,  &c.  fit  for  the  journey,  faying,  if  we 
had  not,  he  would  himfelf  give  orders  that  we  fhould  be  fupplied  with 
them. 

The  French  miffionaries  fent  us  a  little  brandy,  and  fome  coifhtry- 
made  wine  *,  and  were  fo  obliging  as  to  fet  their  ftill  to  work,  to  make  us 
a  few  bottles  more  of  the  firft. — We  find  a  little  brandy  in  milk,  the  bcft 
cordial,  and  the  mofb  wholefome  food  we  can  get. — This  evening  we  re¬ 
membered  our  families  and  friends  in  a  bowl  of  it.  We  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  French  father  (who  came  this  evening  to  invite  us  to  lake  up  our 
habitation  with  him  and  his  brethren)  a  letter  of  credit  which  we  received 
from  Cojee  Raphael  at  Baghdad  for  5000  piafires,  on  our  draughts 
upon  Aleppo  'or  Conjlafitinople.  It  was  drawn  by  Cuttal  Aga  on  Hajfen  EJ~ 
fendi  in  this  city.  The  father  was  very  hearty  in  his  affurances  of  giving 
us  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power  j  and  the  behaviour  of  individuals  in  a 
war  between  two  nations,  becoming  a  principal  part  of  our  converfation, 
the  good  father  exprefled  himfelf  much  after  this  manner  :  “  That  we  were 
— all  naturally  brethren,  and  though  kings  and  rulers  made  war,  yet  the 
“  obligations  between  man  and  man  were  by  no  means  diffolved  by  it: 

“  that  it  was  our  duty  to  pray  God  to  give  peace  to  all  his  people,  and 
“  when  the  obligations  we  owed  the  public  did  not  render  it  impoffibie, 

“  that  good  offices  and  brotherly  kindnefs  ffiould  prevail  between  the  in- 
“  dividuals  of  each  nation  even  in  the  midft  of  war  and  how  much  more 
‘‘  ought  this  fpirit  of  benevolence  to  be  cheriffied  by  us,  when  by  fo 
“  extraordinary  a  chance,  Europeans  and  {fi\\Q\f-ChriJlians  met  in  fo  diftant 
“  a  part  of  AJia  T*  \ 
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Two  other  French  fathers  came  this  morning^,  to  pay  ns  their  compli¬ 
ments  *,  whofe  convcrfation  and  offers  of  fervice  correfponded  with  thofe  we 
had  received  yefterday.  They  likewife  fixed  in  our  minds  the  unfavourable 
idea  we  had  before  conceived  of  the  T urhjh  government,  by  confirming  the 
account  given  us  at  MofiiU  of  'their  greateft  Bajhas  acting  fometimes  in  con¬ 
cert  with  the  chief  of  the  robbers.  The  great  body  which  we  fo  narrowly 
efcaped  laft  Friday^  the  fathers  affure  us,  encamped  but  a  little  while  ago 
between  this  city  and  the  Courdiftan  mountains,  and  continued  there  feveral 
days  without  interruption  ;  nay,  Tent  meffages  into  the  city  to  the  Bo.Jha^  and 
received  from  him  provifions  of  many  kinds.  Their  chief  being  indil- 
pofed,  defired  that  a  phyfician  might  be  fent  out  to  him,  which  requeft 
\yas  immediately  complied  with.  The  fathers  add,  that  all  this  irdul- 
gence  could  not  be  fiaewn  them  without  their  making  fome  kind  of  com^ 
penfation.  Upon  my  afking  whether  the  Bajha^  confidering  the  late  cala¬ 
mitous  fituation  of  his  people,  was  able  to  make  head  againft  them  -,  they 
replied,  “  Yes,”  and  flaook  their  heads.  We  were  told  by  thefe  gentlemen, 
that  the  French  fhip  of  war  the  Foudroyant^  and  another  of  inferior  force, 
had  been  taken  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  carried  into  an  Englijh  port. 

At  nine  o’clock,  accounts  were  brought  us,  that  our  faithful  fervant 
Francifeo  was  carried  to  prifon  and  loaded  with  irons,  for  bad  behaviour 
to  a  Furk, — Our  Aga  pofted  thither  in  his  behalf.  At  eleven  o’clock 
three  or  four  Furks  of  fome  rank  in  the  city,  vifited  us.  The  Syrian 
Papa^  or  Jacohine  Patriarchy  wc  find  refides  in  Piarhekir  *  \  he  is  an  aged 
man,  of  very  good  life  and  converfation,  and  the  chief  inflrument  of  what¬ 
ever  good  is  done  by  the  Furks  hereabouts,  who  in  fpite  of  their  religi¬ 
ous  prejudices,  cannot  but  revere  the  virtue  he  polfeifes. — Such  was  the 
charader  given  him  by  the  fathers. 

Francifeo  returned  to  us  in  the  evening,  and  faid  it  was  a  falfe  report  that 
hie  was  loaded  with  irons  *,  he  confelfes  indeed  that  he  was  confined  in  pri- 
fon  for  refufing  to  pay  the  duty  due  to  government  on  a  country  Chriftian^s 
arrival  •,  but  on  our  Agd*s  applying  to  the  Muffolemy  and  letting  him  know, 
that  he  was  one  of  our  fervants,  he  was  immediately  fet  at  liberty. — The 
old  man  upon  the  whole  feems  to  have  been  lefs  terrified  with  the  Ftirkijh 
prifon,  than  he  was  with  the  farmer’s  fword.  This  evening  alfo  the  father 
returned  to  us,  whom  we  had  entrufted  with  our  letter  of  credit,  or 
rather  draught  as  we  underllood  it  to  be  on  Haffen  Efendi :  he  brought 
his  mattrefs,  with  the  defign  of  tarrying  all  night  with  us,  forefeeing  he 

*  yion^ieMT  7ournefort,  In  his  travels,  fays,  that  there  are  many  Patriarchs  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  King  of  Perjia,  and  the  Grand  Seignior.  He  of  Itchmiadzin,  who  has  borne  the 
name  of  Catholicos  a  great  while,  is  the  chief  of  them  all.  This  Patriarch  is  clothed  as  plainly 
as  the  ocher  priefts ;  he  lives  very  frugally,  and  has  but  a  few  domeftics,  yet  he  is  the  molt 
confiderable  prelate  in  the  world,  in  regard  to  the  authority  he  has  over  his  nation,  which 
tremble  at  the  lead  threat  of  excommunication  from  him.  They  fay,  there  are  fourfcorc  thou^ 
fand  villages  which  own  him.  Tourkej-ort,  ‘vcL  iu.  ^age  240,  241. 
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1 75^*  flionld  not  be  able  to  return  in  proper  time  to  re-enter  the  gates  of  the 
— city.  He  made  an  apology  for  his  being  abfent  fo  long  from  us,  but 
afilired  us,  that  this  delay  had  been  entirely  owing  to  the  difappointment 
he  had  met  with,  and  the  diftrefs  of  mind  he  was  in  upon  our  account. 
He  in  fhort  told  us,  that  Hajfen  Effendi  could  not  fupply  us  with  any 
money. 

I 

We  were  exceedingly  chagrined,  as  well  as  difpleafed  at  this  piece  of  in¬ 
telligence,  and  talked  of  complaining  to  the  Bajha.  The  good  father  re¬ 
plied,  “  I  have  already  threatned  the  Effendi^  but  he  has  convinced  me,  that 
fuch  a  procedure  will  not  be  attended  with  any  good  confequence ;  fince  the 
blame  cannot  with  any  kind  of  juftice  be  laid  upon  him,  but  rather  on  Cojee> 
Raphael  your  pretended  friend  zi  Baghdad^  whofe  letter  expreffes  no  more  than 
this  :  “  Sir,  Five  Englifh  gentlemen  coming  your  way,  if  they  fhould 
“  want  money,  and  you  can  fupply  them,  or  can  prevail  on  any  of  your 
“  friends  to  do  it,  their  bills  drawn  on  their  countrymen  at  Stamboul,  or 
“  Aleppo^  to  the  amount  of  5000  piaftres,  will  be  fafe  j  and  you  therein  will 
^  oblige 

Yours,  &c. 

CuTTAL  Aga.” 

“  Now,  gentlemen,  (added  the  father)  the  Effendi  fays,  and  I  believe  him, 
that  he  cannot  fupply  you  with  cafli  himfelf,  neither  does  he  know  of  any 
other  perfon  in  Diarbekir  that  can,  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  poverty  are  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  in  general  reduced  •,  and  he  moreover  defired  me  to  aflure  you  that  he 
■  has  no  effefts  of  the  letter-writer  in  his  hands.” 

A  ftroke  fo  fudden  and  unexpefted  as  this  was,  ftruck  us  with  con- 
fternation  little  lefs  than  defpair  •,  we  flood  looking  upon  one  another  unable  to 
make  the  leaft  reply.  As  we  had  not  among  us  all  above  ten  piaftres  left, 
there  appeared  to  be  no  other  refource,  but  difpofing  of  our  watches, 
buckles,  and  whatever  other  trinkets  we  could  mufter.  The  kind  father 
however  did  not  permit  us  to  continue  long  in  this  painful  ftate  *,  but  told 
us,  that  he  and  his  brethren  had  been  all  over  the  city,  endeavouring  to 
raife  a  friend  to  fupport  us  in  our  prefent  exigencies,  and  at  laft  had  in  fome 
meafure  fucceeded.  At  the  fame  time  he  called  upon  a  perfon  whom  he 
had  brought  with  him,  to  draw  nearer  to  us,  “  This  good  man,  fays  the 
miffionary  (pointing  to  his  companion)  has  given  us  his  word,  that  he  will 
immediately  advance  you  200  piaftres,  which  will  be  enough  for  the  prefent, 
and  he  will  from  time  to  time  on  the  road  10  Aleppo,  fupply  you  with  whatever 
cafti  you  fliall  ftand  in  need  of.  He  is  a  country  Chrijiian,  and  goes  with 
the  Bajha"'  The  great  degree  of  joy  which  this  acceptable  piece  of  news 
gave  us,  the  reader  may  more  eafily  conceive,  than  I  exprefs.  The 
Chrijlian  laid  down  the  200  piaftres,  and  confirmed  the  promife  he  had 
made  to  the  fathers,  relative  to  our  future  wants.  So  that  to  the  good 
.  3  offices 
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offices  of  thefe  worthy  men,  vve  owe  our  nofbeing  reduced  to  the  very  ex-  175S. 
tremity  of  dillrcfs  j  and 'to  the  deceit  of*  our  falfe  friend  Cojee  Raphael  all 
that  we  might  othervvife  hiive  fuffered. — M^-Intojh  is  now  on  the  recovery. 

Benjamin  Jenkins^  the  nigik  before  laft  had  a  fever  ;  and  for  fome  days 
pall  Mr.  Doidge\  rheumatil'm  in  the  flioulder  has  been  fo  troublefome,  that 
it  obliged  him  to  put  the  arm  into  a  fling.  Mr.  Bigot  is  not  well,  and  looks 
greatly  fatigued.  Me-flieurs  Pye^  Alms^  and  lelf,  are  pretty  well,  but  have 
not  yet  recovered  our  loft  appetites.. 

V 

Diarhekir  is  a  large  and  well-fortified  city,  defended  by  baftions  and  tur¬ 
rets  *  after  the  ‘Turkijh  manner.  It  has  about  twelve  Mofques  with  Minarets^ 

The  former,  we  are  told,  were  originally  Chrijiian  churches.  The  houfes, 
for  the  moft  part,  are  built  of  a  grey  moor-ftone.  The  city,  about  two 
years  ago  was  very  populous,  its  inhabitants  amounting  to  four  hundred 
thoufand  fouls  ;  but  in  the  laft  year,  three  hundred  thoufand  died,  either  by 
cold  or  famine.  The  Chrijiians  refiding  in  the  city  before  this  calamity, 
were  reckoned  to  amount  to  26,000,  of  whom  20,000  died.  This  account 
we  had  from  one  of  the  French  milTionaries,  a  Capuchin^  who  alfo  faid,  that 
^  before  the  famine,  the  city  contained  60,000  fighting  men,  but  that  now 

they  are  not  able  to  mufter  10,000.  He  aflTures  us,  that  the  houfes  and 
ftreets,  nay  the  very  Mofques  were  filled  with  dead,  that  every  part  of  the 
city  exhibited  a  dreadful  image  of  death,  and  that  the  furviving  inhabi¬ 
tants  not  only  greedily  devoured  all  kinds  of  beafts,  brutes,  and  reptiles, 
but  alfo  were  obliged  to  feed  on  human  bodies.  Yet,  in  the  midft  of  this 
fcene  of  horror,  the  Grandees  of  the  city  had  every  thing  in  plenty  ;  for 
they  had  taken  care  to  monopolize  vaft  quantities  of  corn,  which  they  fold 
out  to  the  other  inhabitants  at  moft  extravagant  prices,  and  thereby  acquired 
^  for  themfelves  immenfe  fortunes.  Corn  rofe  from  two  piaftres  a  meafure 
to  50,  60,  and  even  70  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months.  The  father  added,  that 
the  very  fevere  winter  of  1756,  and  the  Locufts  in  1757,  were  the  caufes 
of  this  dreadful  vifitation  :  for  by  rcafon  of  the  former,  there  were  but  few 
acres  of  land  fown  with  corn  *,  and  by  the  latter,  the  fmall  crop  they  had, 
was  in  a  great  meafure  deftroyed.  He  fpoke  of  the  feverity  of  that  winter 
in  terms  almoft  incredible  that  it  was  common  to  fee  the  people  fall  down 
dead  in  the  ftreets  •,  that  he  himfelf  once  on  quitting  a  warm  room,  and, 
going  into  the  open  air,  fell  down  motionlefs,  and  that  his  brother  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  aflift  him,  met  with  the  fame  fate. 

This  account  of  the  effe<5ls  of  cold  in  the  city  of  Diarhekir  (which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  obfervation  taken  by  Mr.  Alms-y  lies  only  in  38°  12'  north) 

feems  at-  firft  very  furprizing ;  but  confidering  that  the  place  ftands  on  a 

\ 

*  Our  common  journal  fays,  “  near  60  towers,  and  16  Mofques  llone  Minarets,  and  one 
with  a  large  Dome ;  there  are  no  guns  mounted  on  the  walls.  To  the  eaft  is  an  high  hill  which 
quite  overlooks  the  city,  and  commands  it.  The  other  three  fides  are  open  to  a  fine  large 
plain,  part  of  which  hath  this  year  been  fown  with  corn.’* 

r-ifing 
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^75^*  rlfing  ground  in  the  midft  of  an  extenfive  plain,  and  that  the  high  Courdtjlan 
mountains  lie  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  of  it,  and  the  Armenian  or  urcomanian 
to  the  north,  whofe  heads  are  always  covered  with  fnow,  and  even  now  in 
July  fupply  the  city  with  ice  j  it  will  not  appeli*  at  all  improbable,  that  in 
a  very  fevere  winter,  fuch  as  was  that  in  1756,  the  inhabitants  of  this  city 
iliould  fo  feverely  feel  the  effedls  of  it.  Befides,  fuel  muft  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  fcarce,  efpecially  among  the  poorer  fort,  as  nothing  of  this  kind  is 
produced  but  upon  the  mountains,  and  thefe  lie  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  the 
price  of  it  muft  thereby  be  greatly  enhanced. 


This  city  has  a  good  appearance  *,  it  is  pleafantly  fituated,  the  Tygris  run-  • 
ning  but  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  it.  The  bridge  of  ten  arches  is  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  the  order  of  Alexander  the  Great.  In  the  environs  are 
many  pleafant  Villas  with  gardens,  and  rivulets  running  by  them.  There 
are  alfo  vineyards,  of  whofe  fruits  the  Chrijiians  make  wine  and  fpirits. 
There  is  at  this  time  a  good  deal  of  arable  land  round  the  place,  but 
not  a  thoLifandth  part  of  what  there  might  be,  the  foil  being  naturally 
very  rich. 


Monday 
July  24. 


This  day,  early  in  the  morning,  the  Bajha  with  his  retinue  fet  off*  from 
Diariekir.  We  could  not  immediately  follow  him,  being  obliged  to  wait 
for  provilions  for  the  Aga  and  his  fervants,  for  our  beafts  and  horfes,  and 
feveral  neceflaries  for  ourfelves  *,  fo  that  it  was  paft  two  in  the  afternoon 
before  we  began  to  march.  In  the  mean  time  we  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
hofpitable  fathers,  thanking  them  in  the  moft  grateful  terms  for  the  re¬ 
peated  adts  of  friendfhip  they  had  conferred  upon  us,  and  defiring  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  names,  that  we  might  not  be  ignorant  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  we  were  fo  much  obliged.  We  foon  had  the  fatisfadion  to  receive 
an  anfv/er  in  French^  of  which  the  following  is  a  tranflation. 


“Gentlemen,  Diarhekir^l^xh.^  July^  1758. 

“  I  have  received  the  honour  of  your  letter,  in  which  you  thank  us 
“  for  the  good  offices  which  we  have  done  you.  We  efteem  them  very 
“  trifling  for  perfons  of  your  diftinguifhed  merit.  We  fhould  have  been 
“  happy  had  it  been  in  our  power  to  have  rendered  you  fervices  of  more 
“  confequence  but  we  hope  you  will  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  In  re- 
“  fpeifl  to  our  names,  we  are  called,  Father  Jofefh  Mark  of  Cambray^  Fa- 
“  ther  Ives  of  Douay^  Father  Peter  Francis  of  Fourain.,  Father  Oener  of  Mau- 
“  heuge.,  and  Brother  Alexander  of  Orleans.  We  are  at  prefent  five  here, 

“  but  two  of  us  muft  foon  go  into  Perfia,  and  we  do  not  know  on  whom 
“  the  lot  may  fall. — We  wifh  you  an  happy  journey,  and  are  with  all 
“  poffible  refpeft, 

“  Gentlemen, 

‘‘  Your  moft  humble, 

“  and  obedient  fervants, 

“  Father  Joseph  Marie, 

“  of  Camhrayy  Capuchiny  &c.  fijc.’* 

5  On  - 
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On  finding  that  one  of  thefc  reverend  fathers  bore,  my  own  name,  I  was  175S.’ 

not  a  little  vexed  that  we  had  not  given  oiirfelves  the  trouble  to  make  the  — 

enquiry  fooner.  As  he  was  the  firfi;  ftranger  of  the  name  of  Ives  I  had 
ever  met  with,  and  as  in  conjundlion  with  his  brother  miffionaries,  he  had 
rendered  me  the  moft  obliging  offices,  probably  I  fliould  have  been 
fond  of  believing  that  I  had  difcovered  a  fimilitude  of  features  in  the 
face  of  Father  Ives^  with  thofe  of  my  own  family,  and  have  made  myfelf 
happy  in  thinking  that  a  confanguinity  of  but  a  few  intervening  genera-  ‘ 
tions  fubfifted  between  us.  Perhaps  I  might  even  have  carried  my 
reverie  fo  far  as  to  have  concluded,  that  this  relation  of  mine  had  been 
placed  here  by  the  particular  defignation  of  providence  on  purpole 
for  my  relief.  But  as  the  above  recited  letter  did  not  arrive  till  we 
were  juft  fetting  off,  it  never  was  in  my  power  perfonally  to  know 
this  name-fake  of  mine,  or  his  fervices,  more  than  thofe  of  the  other 
fathers. 

At  leaving  Diarhekir^  we  were  favoured  with  the  fight  of  two  fair 
and  -pretty  women,  whole  curiofity  led  them  to  take  a  look  at  us,  and  who 
from  fome  motive  or  other,  which  it  was  impoffible  for  us  to  afeertain,  were 
fo  obliging  as  to  uncover,  and  give  us  a  full  view  of  their  faces.  We  took 
our  leave  of  them,  of  HalUpoi^  and  Diarbekir^  and  travelled  for  fix  hours 
over  a  rocky  and  defert  country,  abounding  with  thiftles  and  wild  arti¬ 
chokes  ;  our  courfe  upon  the  whole  being  from  W.  S.  W.  to  W.  N.  W. 
differing  two  or  three  points.  At  eight  we  joined  the  BaJJoa^  and  continued 
on  the  fame  fpot  of  ground  where  he  was,  without  any  covering,  till  four  July  25% 
o’clock  the  next  morning.  We  found  the  air  both  ftiarp  and  damp. 

We  then,  in  company  with  the  Bajha  and  his  little  army,  renewed  ' 
our  march  over  rocky  hills  and  dales.  Our  courfe  was  N.  W.  b  W. 

;v.  s.  W.  S.  W.  and  W.  till  about  eleven  o’clock,  when  we  pitched 
our  tents  in  a  little  valley  near  a  running  ftream  of  water.  Here  we 
tarried  the  whole  day,  and  received  a  complaifant  meffage  from  the 
Kahhr^  with  a  prefent  of  a  good  flieep,  which  to  people  in  our  cir- 
cumftances  could  not  fail  of  being  very  acceptable :  it  was  fent  by  a 
fervant  with  a  Chocarda  attending  him.  We  returned  our  thanks  by  our 
Aga. 

This  day,  for  the  firft  time  fince  we  left  England,  we  faw  a  wild  goldfinch, 
which  fettled  upon  a  thiftle  clofe  to  our  tent  •,  the  fight  of  this  little,  agree¬ 
able  fongfter  gave  us  exquifite  pleafure,  owing  to  the  fingle  confideration 
that  birds  of  this  kind  are  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain.  This  thought, 
fet  before  our  heated  imaginations  all  thofe  gilded  feenes  of  delight,  that 
we  fuppofed  were  only  to  be  found  in  that  happy  region;  and  which  with 
wifhes  bordering  upon  enthufiafm  we  were  now  praying  to  enjoy.  We 
panted  for  our  Mother  Country,  that  Natch  Solum  fo  pathetically  deferibed 
by  the  poets,  and  fo  fenfibly  felt  by  every  human  breaft  after  a  long  and 

painful 
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painfitil  reparation  *.  We  could  not  help  looking  upon  this  tuneful  gold¬ 
finch,  as  a  fellow  citizen  who  had  kindly  flown  thus  far  to  bid  us  welcome, 
to  raife  our  drooping  fpirits,  and  fignify  to  us  that  we  were  drawing  nearer 
to  our  native  country,  that  land  of  liberty  after  which  we  had  fo  long  and 
fo  palTionately  fighed. 

At  twelve  at  night  we  decamped,  and  travelled  till  one  In  the  afternoon 
over  a  very  rocky,  hilly  country,  that  yielded  little  befides  thiftles,  arti¬ 
chokes,  and  fome  wild  flowers,  particularly  the  Angle  white  and  red  holy- 
hock.  From  ten  in  the  morning  till  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  heat  of 
the  fun  was  excelTive,  and  fatiguing,  to  the  lafl:  degree.  At  eleven  we  paflTed 
on  our  right  the  viWige '  InceJJu,  but  it  is  fo  large  that  it  may  more 
properly  be  Ailed  a  town.  It  has  tvio  Mofques,  with  brick  minarets.  Near 
this  place  I  obferved  with,  great  pain  a  vaA  number  of  fick,  weak,  and 
lame  objeds.  Mr.  Pye,  with  difficulty  efcapcd  from  being  forced  to  ad 
the  phyfician  and  furgeon.  Many  of  the  poor  wretches  applied  to  him  with 
great  earneAnefs,  and-would  fcarce  be  fatisfied  with  his  plea  of  ignorance. 
At  one  we  encamped  in  a  pleafant  valley,  near  a  good  Aream  of  water. 

This  day  .we  met  feveral  travellers  going  to  Diarhkir. — A  party,  whom 
I  took,  to  be  the  governor  and  chief  people  of  Incejfu^  came  out  to  compli¬ 
ment  x.\\^  Ba/ha :  this  great  man,  we  believe  loitered  near  the  village,  m  order 
that,prefents  might  be  made  him,  as  he  did  not  encamp  till  near  four. 

At  half  paA  four  this  morning,  we  decamped,  and  went  weA,  and  W. 
:by  S.  for  four  hours  and  an  half.  Then  we  pitched  our  tents  by  a  run 
of  water,  having  before  crofled  two  rivulets.  The  road  to-day  was  rather 
rough,  though  much  fmoocher  than  we  found  it  yeAerday.  It  afforded  the 
fame  kind  of  plants  as  were  before  noticed. 


The  Bajhas  Harum,  or  female  part  of  his  train,  confiAs  of  three 
*Takht  Revans,  and  five  covered  cages ;  all  of  them  are  ornamented  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  rank  of  his  wives  and^eir  attendants,  and  clofely  covered 
with  fcarlet  and  other  coloured  cloths :  They  do  not  encamp  till  two 
or  three*  hours  after  us.  The  Plaram,  and  its  body-guard,  precede  the 
Bojha  about  half  an  hour’s  march.  This  great  officer  always  enters  the 
encampment  with  colours  flying,  and  mufic  playing,  which  is  made  up 


*  Nefeio  qua  Natale  Solum  dulcedine  captos 
Ducit,  &  imraemores  non  finit  elFe  fui. 

En  unquam  patrios  longo  poft  tempoie  fines 
Pauperis  &  tuguri  congeftum  cefpite  culmen, 
Port  aliquot,  mea  regna  videns,  mirabor  ariftas  ? 

—  ■  •  ■  6,  ubi  campi, 

Spercheofque,  &  virginibus  bacchata- Lacsenis 
Tavgeta :  6,  qui  me  gelidis  in  vallibus  Hsemi 
Sirtai,  .&  ingenti  ramorum  protegat  umbra! 


Ovid.  Epift.  ex  Ponto,  lib.  i. 


ViRG.  Ed.  I. 


ViRG,  Georgic.  lib.  ii. 
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t>f  kettle-drums,  trumpets,  hautboys,  and  fifes. — He  is  of  the  higheft  rank,  1758. 
and  to  exprefs  his  dignity  has  three  horfe-tails  carried  in  his  train  j  one  of 
which  is  always  with  the  van-guard. 

Being  in  want  of  meat,  and  having  but  little  money  in  our  pockets,  we 
were  obliged  to  fend  to  the  Kahier  for  another  fheep,  which  he  readily 
ordered  from  the  Bajha^s  flaughter-tent.  Our  Aga  founded  the  Kahier  about 
our  quitting  the  Bajha's  train,  and  making  the  beft  of  our  way  to  Aleppo, 

He  would  not  confent  to  our  taking  this  ftep  at  prefent,  as  robbers  in  fmall 
companies  now  infeft  the  roads  •,  but  gave  us  hopes  however  of  being  per¬ 
mitted  to  leave  the  Bafioa  two  days  hence,  taking  with  us  a  few  troops  for 

our  guard. - To-day  Francifeo  borrowed  ten  fequins  for  us:  We  could 

not  forbear  uttering  a  thoufand  bad  wifhes  on  the  head  of  Cojee  Raphael^ 
for  having  fo  grofsly  deceived  us  in  the  article  of  money,  which  above 
all  others  is  the  moft  important  in  this  country.  He  was  to  have  fup^ 
plied  us  with  as  much  as  we  pleafed,  by  order  and  on  the  account  of  Mr. 

Shaw^  to  whom  wc  brought  unlimited  letters  of  credit  from  our  friends 
Meflrs.  Hough  and  Spencer  at  Bombay  \  but  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
himfelf,  though  he  accepted  of  the  credit,  and  often  declared  that  we  fhould 
have  every  thing  from  him  that  we  could  poflibly  need,  yet  was  fo  cru¬ 
elly  treacherous  as  to  fend  us  off  almoft  pennylefs,  advancing  only  500 
piaftres,  affuring  us  at  the  fame  time  that  300  would  be  quite  enough.  But 
what  fets  the  deceitfulnefs  of  this  man  in  a  ftronger  light,  is,  that  in 
a  converfation  which  he  had  with  our  Aga  on  the  fubjeft,  before  we  left 
Baghdad^  he  exprefsly  told  him,  that  it  was  necelTary  we  fhould  carry  with 
us  1000  or  1200  piaftres;  which  fum,  by  woful  experience,  we  now  find 
is  the  leaft  we  ought  to  have  had.  It  is  therefore  manifeft,  that  he  knowingly 
■deceived  us^  and  thereby  totally  cancelled  all  the  obligations  we  owed  him 
for  his  other  fervices. 

We  fet  out  this  morning  at  half  paft  two  o’clock,  and  travelled  feven  July  2*. 
hours  on  a  gopd  road  over  a  fertile  country,  or  what  at  leaft  might  be 
made  fo,  if  properly  cultivated.  In  our  whole  way  from  Diarbekir,  we 
have  had  on  our  right,  to  the  northwaW,  the  Turcomanian  mountains. 

This  morning  we  joined  a  nation  of  moving  Arabs.,  with  their  families  and 
numerous  flocks :  the  latter  were  made  up  of  the  fineft  fheep,  and  moft 
hairy  goats  I  ever  beheld.  We  ufed  a  thoufand  entreaties  to  prevail  on  the 
owners  of  them  to  fell  one  of  each  fort,  but  could  not  fucceed.  The 
tails  of  the  fheep  were  furprizingly  large  and  unwieldy  ;  they  could  hoc 
weigh  iefs  than  from  20  to  40  pounds  each,  and  were  made  up  of  very 
fine  fat.  A  few  years  ago  I  faw  fome  flieep  with  very  large  tails  in  Bar- 
hary.,  but  never  any  of  equal  fize  with  thefe,  whofe  weight  was  fuch,  that 
the  poor  creatures  .could  not  run ;  they  only  walked,  or  rather  waddled ; 

*nd  their  very  heads  inclined  backwards,  probably  owing  to  their  enor¬ 
mous  tails.  The  he-goats  belonging  to  this  Arab  flock,  had  horns  as 
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175^*  long  as  a  deer’s,  and  in  form  not  much  unlike  them.  Their  hair  too  was 

^**•‘11’—^  very  long,  and  yet  a  little  curling,  reaching  from  their  fides  almoft  down 

to  the  ground,  like  a  fine,  flowing  robe*.  One  of  thefe,  which  was 
likewife  adorned  with  an  unufual  length  of  beard,  went  at  the  head  of  the 
flock  of  fheep,  and  carried  a  bell  about  its  neck.  Thefe  Arabs  were  juft 
come  out  of  the  Armenian  mountains,  and  for  the  fake  of  better  pafturage, 
were  moving  towards  the  banks  of  the  Eu^phrates, 

Meniserah.  About  eight  o’clock  we  feft  on  our  right  the  ruins  of  a  village  called’ 
Meniferah^  which  is  the  laft  in  the  province  of  Diarhekir.  About  two  miles 
to  the  fouthward  of  thefe  ruins,  there  is  another  village  of  the  fame  name 
which  is  inhabited,  but  this  laft  is  in  the  diftrid  of  Urfa  -f ;  fo  that  after 
we  had  paflTed  by  the  ruins  we  immediately  entered  into  Urfa's  Bajhalic, 

This, 

•  This  feems  to  be  the  goat  fpoken-  of  by  Monfr.  Tournefort  in  his  journey  to  Pocat 
and  Angora.  “  They  breed  (fays  he)  the  finefl;  goats  in  the  world  in  the  champaign  of  Angora. 
They  are  of  a  dazzling  white;  and  their  harr,  which  is  fine  as  filk,  naturally  curled,  in  locks 
of  eight  or  nine  inches  long,,  is  worked  up  into  the  finefl;  fluffs,  efpeeially  camlet.  The  thread 
made  of  this  goat’s  hair  is  foldTrom  four  livres  to  twelve  or  fifteen  livres  the  Oque there  is. 
feme  fold  even  for  twenty  or  five-and-twenty  crowns  the  Oque  ;  but  this  is  only  made  up  inta^ 
camlet  for  the  iife  of  the  Grand  SeignioAs  SeraglioP  Tournefort,  vol.  iii.  p.  301. 

f  Urfa,  Orfa,  Orpha,  Or  0 urfa antient  Edeffa,  in  the  latitude  of  36®,  about  60  miles 
eaft  from  the  ti\CT  Euphrates,  at  the  head  of  the  river  Scirias,  in  a.  fruitful  well-cultivated,  and- 
pleafant  champain :  a  city  fo  conliderable,  as  byforae  to  be  accounted  the  chief  of  the  pro¬ 
vince. 

Orfa,  fays  Rauuuolf,  with  its  caflie,  is  lituated'very  pleafantly  on  a  hill  ;  the  town  is  pretty, 
large,  and  well  provided  with  fortifications.  The  inhabitants  deal  in  tapeflry  of  divers  forts, 
whereof  fome  are  made  here.  There  is  alfo  a  very  good  fadlory  of  trade  from  Aleppo,  Damaf- 
tus,  and  Conjlantinople,  for  Caramet,  which  is  five  days  journey  from.it,  and  thence  fold  inta 
Perfia,  India,  fAc. — A  plentiful  well  near  the  town  is  called  Abrahamh,  and  (hewn  to  flrangers,. 
as  that  to  which  Rebecca  went  to  water  her  flock,  (Genefis,  chap.  24.)  and  upon  that  belief 
it  is  held  in  great  honour, 

Ourfa  is  the  capital  of  Mefopotamia,  furrounded  with  walls  of  free-ftone,  and  provided  witfi. 
battlements  and  towers,  feated  in  a  good  foil,  producing  wine,  and  affords  pleafant  gardens,, 
which  are  watered  by  channels  brought  by  art.  The  houfes  in  the  town  are  fmall,  ill  built,. 
and  fo  ruinous,  that  in  fome  places,  it  looks  more  like  a  defert,  than  a  metropolis. 

The  city  is  governed  by  a  Bttjha,  wher  has  under  him  one  hundred  and  fifty  J aniffaries,, 
and  fix  hundred  Spahis.  Great  quantities  of  the  xt^TurkiJh  leather  are  drelTed  here,  the- 
water  of  this  place  giving  it  a  particular  beauty.  Tavernier. 

*  *  *  *  iff 

Edeffa  was  fo  ancient  a  place,  that  in  I/tdore\  time,  Nimrod  was  named  as  its  founder*. 
Under  the  Romans  it  was  the  capital  of  Ofrohene,  which  was  the  northern  part  of  Mefopo~ 
tamia',  fubje£l-to  its  own  prince  in  our  Saviour’s  time,  to  whom  he  is  faid  to  have  written, 
a  letter  declaring  faith  in  him,  and  defiring  his  prefence  to  cure  him  of  a  difeafe. 

It  was  the  fee  of  an  archbifhop,  and  in  the  holy  war  fubjeft  to  the  Chrijlians,  with  th© 
country  around  it.  By  the  Greeks,  this  city  was  named  Calliroe,  from  the  fair  fountains.  By. 
the  Latins,  it  was  fometimes  called  JufinopolU,  from  the  emperor. who  re-edified  it.  By, 
list  Arabians z^Ws^Rboa  ^n6i  Ofrabaoi>. 
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This  capital  city  is  diftant  from  hence  five  hours  journey,  lying  W,  1 7: 
of  us. 

At  half  paft  nine  in  the  morning,  we  encamped  in  the  moft  pleafant  vale 
"we  had  met  with  on  this  fide  Biarbekir^  fhaded  by  willow  and  poplar  trees, 
interfefbed  with  runs  of  water,  and  covered  with  grafs  and  flowering  flirubs. 

Being  told  that  there  was  a  mifunderftanding  between  our  Bapa  and  that  of 
TJrfa^  and  therefore  we  fiiould  not  pafs  through  that  city  •,  it  was  thought 
expedient  by  us  to  write  a  letter  lafl:  night  in  Mr.  Doidge\  name,  to  the  < 

European  Chrijiian  miffionaries  at  Urfa,  begging  them  to  make  enquiry  for 
a  meflTenger,  who  we  imagined  mufl:  have  arrived  there  with  an  anfwer 
to  a  letter  we  had  addrefled  to  Conful  Drummond  while  we  lay  at  Niftbin : 
we  requeflied  the  fathers,  if  they  found  out  the  meflTenger,  to  fend  him  back 
with  Mr.  Drummond'^  anfwer  to  Bir  or  Birjoup,  a  place  we  fliould  be  fure  to 
touch  at. — We  fent  this  letter  by  a  perfon  going  to  Urfut  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  the  Bapa  thus  far  from  Diarbekir.  - 

At  half  paft  three  in  the  morning  we  decamped,  and  fet  off  with  fome  July 
of  the  firft  of  the  Bapd's  people.  After  about  three  hours  travelling  over 
a  hilly,  fandy  country,  we  arrived  at  a  moft  delightful  plantation  of  walnut, 
willow,  and  poplar  trees,  which  lay  in  a  vale,  where  were  many  black-berry 
bulhes,  and  a  refrelhing  ftream  of  water  ran  through  it.  For  about  two 
hours  we  Ikirted  the  outfide  of  this  pleafant  covert,  and  then  got  to 
the  place  where  the  Bapa  intended  to  encamp  for  the  day,  greatly  difap- 
pointed  to  find  our  ftage  fo  fliort,  and  yet  partly  reconciled  to  it,  feeing  we 
were  to  reft  on  fo  fweet  a  fpot. — Our  courfe  to-day  was  W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W, 
but  we  got  forward  on  our  journey  only  nine  miles.  Near  to  the  valley 
where  we  now  are,  is  fome  ground  cultivated  by  the  Arabs^  and  over  the 
rivulet  ftands  a  water-mill.  The  valley  is  called  Pafellekew,  and  the 
neighbouring  village,  Hanwah.  We  have  feen  many  Terapins  of  late,  and.  Hanwah 
a  few  Storks.  Within  the  neighbouring  grove  are  many  gold-finches,  and  vale  and 
other  finging  birds.  village. 

,  As  the  Bqpa  travels  fo  much  flower  than  we  chufe  to  do,  and  as  by  this 
delay  we  were  apprehenfive  of  not  arriving  foon  enough  at  Scanderoon  to 
embark  in  the  fliips  which  fail  from  thence  about  this  time  to  England  s  we 
defired  our  Aga  to  wait  upon  the  Kahier,  and  folicit  his  good  offices  with 

Dr.  Hejlin  fuppofed  it  to  be  Charan  or  Haran,  whither  Abraham  removed  with  his  father 
and  family,  when  they  departed  from  Ur.  But  according  to  GoliuSy  Niger,  and  others,  Charan, 
which  was  at  the  fame  time  called  Charr<€  by  the  Romans,  and  notable  for  the  defeat  and  death 
oi  Craffus,  flood  more  north,  40  miles  diftant  from  hence. 

Edejfa  is  remembred  in  the  Roman  hiftory  for  the  death  of  the  emperor  Caracalla,  by  the 
hand  of  Macrinus,  The  firft  taking  of  it  by  the  Saracens  was  in  the  year  637.  Prince  Baldwhtt 
brother  to  Godfrey  of  Bulloign^  got  poffeflion  of  it  in  1097,  and  the  Turks  retook  it  in  1 142, 
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the  iaj^a  to  grant  us  an  efcort,  and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  make  the 
belt  of  our  way  to  Bir  in  the  beginning  of  the  night.  Our  undertook 
the  commifTion  with  reludance,  but  we  pofitively  infilled  upon  his  doing  it. 
A  little  after  noon,  our  Jga  was  fent  for  by  the  Kahier :  We  took  it  for 
granted  that  his  intention  in  fending  for  him  was  to  deliver  to  him  the^^^^V 
permiffion  for  our  going  forwards,  and  we  made  ourfelves  not  a  little  happy 
at  the  thoughts  of  it;  but  at  his  return,  we  had  the  mortification  to  learn 
that  he  was  fent  for  to  prefent  the  Kahier* %  compliments  to  the  Englijh  gentle¬ 
men,  and  to  defire  the  favbur  of  them  to  fpare  one  of  xhtivTakht  Revans^ 
for  the  ufe  of  a  fick  Cadi.  The  Jga,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer  from 
us,  replied,  “  All  applications  of  that  fort  would  be  in  vain,  becaufe  one 
©f  the  two  Takht  Revans  was,  and  had  been  for  fome  time,  totally  given  up^ 
to  the  fervice  of  their  fick  European  fervants ;  therefore,  but  one  remained 
for  the  relief  of  the  five  gentlemen,  who  were  not  themfelves  in  the  belt 
flate  of  health,  and  moreover  were  quite  unaccuftomed  to  ride  in  the 
fui^;  — The  Kahier  feeing  the  great  impropriety  of  the  mefifage,  thought  fit 
to  drop  it. 

Our  Jga.  did  not  neglect  this  favourable  opportunity  of  talking  to  the 
miniftcr  about  our  proceeding  immediately  to  Aleppo.  He  fet  before  him 
in  the  ftrongeft  light  the  neceflity  we  were  under  of  getting  to  Scanderoon 
as  foon  as  polTible,  and  begged  his  intereft  with  the  Bajha  to  permit  us  to 
depart  with  a  proper  efcort  for  Jleppo ;  making  it  plainly  appear  to  him,, 
by  that  means  we  fhould  fave  a  great  deal  of  what  otherwife  would  be  loft 
time  :  for  he  obferved,  if  allowed  to  proceed  by  ourfelves,  we  could  with^ 
great  eafe  get  to  Bir  in  one  ftage  (being  only  eight  hours  journey)  which 
the  Bajha  with  his  numerous  retinue  would  make  two  of  at  lead: ;  and  the 
whole  way  from  Bir  to  Jleppo,  would  take  us  only  three  days,  whereas 
Jbdallah  Bajha  (exclufive  of  the  time  he  continued  at  Bir)  could  not  per¬ 
form  it  in  lefs  than  four.  In  anfwer  to  all  this,  the  Kahier  darted  many 
objeclions ;  the  principal  were,  the  roads  being  infeded  with  robbers,  and 
the  fatal  confequences  that  might  enfue  fhould  we  chance  to  be  attacked  by 
them.  He  defired  the  Jga  however  to  call  upon  him  again  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  by  which  time,  he  told  him,  he  fliould  be  able  to  acquaint  him  more 
fully  with  the  Bajha's  fentiments. 

Early  in  the  evening  we  hurried  the  Jga  away,  and  by  fix  he  returned 
with  a  pofitive  refufal  from  the  Bajloa ;  who  pleaded  in  excufe  for  his  non- 
compliance  with  our  requed,  that  the  roads  were  full  of  deferters  from  the 
Bajha  of  Urfa\  foldiery,  who  having  quarrelled  with  their  mader  had  turned 
robbers;  and  that  the  Bajha  himfelf  in  confeqtience  of  their  mutiny,  had 
withdrawn  himfelf  homUrfa,  where  he  apprehended  his  life  to  be  in  danger, 
and  had  retired  to  Bir,  as  a  place  of  fafety.  He  added,  that  we  were 
ujader  his  own  immediate  protedlion  by  a  very  particular  recommenda¬ 
tion  from  Sol^man  Bajha,  and  therefore  that  he  was  anfwerable  for  all  the 
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ill  confequcnces  that  might  attend  any  indifcreet  procedure.  Thoroughly 
mortified  by  this  cruel  detention,  wearied  alraoft  to  death  by  the  length  and' 
fatigue  of  our  journey,  anxious  to  arfK'e  at  Aleppo^  and  not  crediting  one 
half  of  what  had  been  told  us,  of  the  dangers  of  the  road  •,  we  in  plaift  terms- 
told  our  Aga  that  we  were  determined  to  go  on  by  ourfclves  without  a  guard, 
and  to  run  all  rifks  v  the  greateft  of  which  we  looked  upon  as  nothing,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  hazard  we  ran  of  lofing  our  pafTage  from  Scanderoon  to  Eng¬ 
land^  by  the  unaccountably  flow  progrefs  we  at  prefent  made.'  We  urged 
alfo  the  importance  of  our  public  difpatches,.  and  peremptorily  infifted  on 
fctting  out  this  very  night.. 

The  converfation  exceedingly  alarmed  the  Aga,  who  with  the  mofl:  vifible 
marks  of  concern,  told  us,  that  if  we  were  refolved  to  take  this  ftep,  it 
would  be  out  of  his  power  to  go  with  us,  for  the  Bajhcd^  orders  were  pe¬ 
remptory,  and  fliould  he  prefume  to  break  through  them,  the  inevitable 
confequence  mufl:  be  the  lofing  of  his  head.  We  rejoined,  that  however 
forty  we  fliould  be  to  leave  him  behind  us,  yet  in  the  prefent  cafe  we  thought 
ourfelves  obliged  fo  to  do ;  but  for  his  indemnification  with  the  Bajhas 
Solyman  and  Abdallah^  we  would  write  him  a  letter,  which  was  as  follows  .: 

«  Sir, 

“  The  biifinefs  we  are  upon  in  refpefb  to  the  king  our  mailer  is  fo  pref- 
**  ling,  and  the  hazard  we  run  of  mifllng  the  opportunity  of  an  Englijh 
“  fhip  of  war  failing  from  S'canderoon,  fo  great,  that  we  are  obliged  to  ac- 

quaint  you,  we  m.uft  run  all  rifles,  and  get  to  Aleppo  as  foon  as  poflible. 

If  the  Bajha  therefore  will  not  permit  us  to  have  a  guard,  which  we 

defire  you  again  to  folicit,  we  muft  this  night  fet.  off  by  ourfelves  for 
“  Bir.  We  write  this  to  you  for  our  j  unification  to  all  whom  it  may  con- 
“  cern,  but  particularly  our  own  King. 

To  Aga  Amada.  “  We  are,  Sir, 

“  &c.  &c.”^ 

We  ordered  our  interpreter  to  explain  this  letter  to  the  Aga,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  to  him  the  lively  fenfe  we  had  of  his  great  care  over  us  during  the 
whole  journey,  alTuring  him  withal,  that  on  his  arrival  at  Aleppo,  we  fliould 
take  him  by  the  hand  as  our  good  friend,  and  Ihew  him  the  lame  token  of 
our  thankfulnefs,  as  if  he  had  accompanied  us  thither  •,  but  if  we  fliould 
have  quitted  that  city  before  his  arrival,  we  would  not  fail  to  leave  with 
Conful  Drummond  the  proper  mark  of  our  gratitude,  from  whole  hands  he 
would  be  fure  to  receive  it^  This  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  minutely  en¬ 
quiring  into  the  exad:  value  of  our  intended  prefent,  which  he  did  not  omit, 
faying,  “  How  (hall  I  be  able  to  judge  of  your  coniul’.s  rightly  delivering 
the  identical  fum  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  intend  me  — We  withheld  from 
him  the  entire  gratification  of  his  wilhes  in  this  refped:,  for  feme  little  fpace. 
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and  only  anfwered  in  general,  that  the  BritiJI:)  conful  was  a  man  of  honour. 
We  prefently  added  however,  that  for  his  future  fecurity  we  fhould  leave  a 
letter  at  Aleppo  addreflfed  to  him,  which,  on  his  producing  to  Solyman  Bajha^ 
would  not  only  juftify  his  whole  conducft  towards  us,  but  alfo  exprefs  our 
thanks  for  his  fervices,  and  intreat  his.  acceptance  of  certain  tokens  of  our 
efteem.  He  feemed  to  pay  great  attention  to  this  declaration,  and  made 
Ibme  civil  returns  to  it,  by  an  eafy  inclination  of  his  body ;  but  ftill  fuch  a 
fliare  of  diffidence  fat  on  his  brow,  that  we  evidently  faw  his  heart  was 
not  perfeffly  at  eafe.  Knowing  the  inordinate  third  which  even  the  bed 
among  the  Turks  have  for  money,  and  aftuated  befides  by  the  real  regard 
which  we  had  for  the  man,  we  could  not  defer  any  longer  telling  him,  that 
our  prefent  would  not  fall  diort  of  500  piadres. — After  this  he  appeared 
very  well  fatisfied.. 


We  then  defired  him  to  fend  for  the  Mocha  and  T akht-revan-gee.  When 
they  came,  we  gave  them  to  underdand,  that  we  intended  to  fet  off  this 
very  night  at  twelve  o’clock  for  Bir  without  the  Ba/foa  •,  and  ufed  every 
argument  we  could  think  of  to  perfuade  them  to  go  with  us.  But  they  too 
raifed  a  thoufand  difficulties,  telling  us,  that  exclufive  of  the  rifk  they  ran 
of  lofing  their  mules,  which  were  not  their  own,  they  did  not  dare  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  the  Aga^  efpecially  after  what  had  pafled  between  him  and 
thee  Kahier.  Upon  their  refufal,  we  held  a  fbort  confultation  among  our- 
felves,  and  refolved  to  requed  the  Aga  to  go  immediately  to  the  Kahier  with 
©ur  mod  refpedtful  compliments,  befeeching  him  to  give  us.  leave  to  wait 
upon  him  with  our  interpreter.  He  would  fain  have  podponed  it  till  the  morn¬ 
ing,  reafoning  with  great  propriety  on  the  unfeafonablenefs  of  the  hour  for 
waiting  upon  a  man  of  his  rank  *,  but  we  were  not  now  to  be  put  off,  plead¬ 
ing  in  our  turn  the  abfolute  neceffity  we  were  under  of  not  loling  another 
moment  of  time  :  he  at  lad  yielded,  taking  with  him  Francifeo.  They  did 
not  return  till  pad  ten,  and  then,  only  with  the  minider’s  compliments 
and  prayers,  that  we  would  red  fatisfied,  and  acquiefee  in  his  and  the 
Bajha’s  wholefome  advice.  He  defired  them  to  affure  us,  the  road  was 
extremely  dangerous,  and  that  our  requed  could  not  be  granted  with¬ 
out  the  mod  apparent  hazard ;  adding,  that  if  we  were  robbed,  it  would  re¬ 
flect  great  difiionour  not  only  upon  Abdallah  Bajha  who  had  taken  us  under 
his  protection,  but  alfo  on  Solyman  Bajha  who  had  fo  drongly  recommended 
us  >  and  befides,  the  difference  of  time  between  going  by  ourfelves,  or 
with  the  Bajha^  could  not  now  be  very  great,  and  he  hoped  no  kind  of 
lofs  or  inconvenience  would  arife  from  it. 

Wc  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  the  difappolntment,  and  fo  repofed 
ourfelves  once  more  on  our  cots  ;  it  being  impracticable  for  us  to  fet  off,  as 
the  Kahier  by  this  time  had  denounced  a  punidiment  of  the  fevered  kind 
on  all  our  country  attendants  who  Ibould  prefume  to  go  with  us.  However, 
we  had  taken  care  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  Bir^  with  orders  to  look 
out  for  the  man  with  Mr.  Drummond's  expected  anfwer  j  and  fliould  he  find 
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him,  he  was  directed  to  return  to  us  immediately;  if  not,  to  wait  there  175^^- 
till  our  arrival,  with  or  without  the  Bajha,  ^ — r— ^ 

Early  this  morning,  Abdallah  Bajha  hirnfelf  Tent  for  our  Aga,  and  talked  July  30* 
with  him  a  great  deal  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  our  affairs.  He  concluded 
in  the  fame  drain  as  his  Kahier  had  done  the  preceding  night,  “  that  he 
neither  could,  nor  would  confent  to  our  going  one  finger's  length  before  him.’* 

On  the  contrary,  he  defired,  that  during  our  future  march,  we  would  take 
care  to  keep  more  in  the  body  of  his  guards  than  we  had  hitherto  done, 
for  the  times  were  exceedingly  perilous.  The  Aga  foon  returned  to  us, 
and  delivered  the  Bajhah  meifage.  He  was  accompanied  (agreeable  to  an 
order  given  by  Abdallah)  by  three  other  perfons :  the  one  was  a  filver-flaff 
officer,  the  other  a  Chriftian  of  his  houfehold,  and  the  third  a  foldier. 

The  two  firft  were  direfled  to  beg  that  we  would  have  patience,  and 
jDUt  confidence  in  the  Bajha'%  care  of  us  ;  to  affure  us  that  nothing  but 
tire  real  concern  he  had  for  our  fafety,  prevented  his  giving  us  his  per- 
miffion  to  proceed ;  that  the  whole  country  was  full  of  danger,  and  that 
a  hundred  foldiers  Would  not  be  fufficient  to  protect  us,  there  being  more 
than  two  hundred  deferters  from  the  Bajha  of  Urfa's  troops,  between  whom 
and  their  late  commander  there  was  now  an  open  war.  As  a  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  reprefentation,  the  Bafioa  had  ordered  the  foldier  to  attend 
us,  who  this  very  morning  had  come  from  Urfia^  and  confirmed  the  ac¬ 
count  in  every  particular. 

We  had  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to'believe,  that  the  Chrifiian  was  joined 
with  the  other  two,  not  only  on  the  prefumption  that  his  word  would  gain- 
greater  credit  with  us  than  that  of  a  MuJJulman^  but  becaufe  this  was  the 
very  man  who  at  the  requeft  of  the  fathers,  had  fupplied  us  with  caffi.  In 
the  courfe  of  our  converfation  with  thefe  perfons,  we  were  informed,  that 
the  Bajha^  on  hearing  of  the  precipitate  meafures  we  were  taking,  had  once 
propofed  that  Franafico  our  lervant  and  interpreter  fhould  be  fent  for  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Bafiinado,  on  the  prefumption  that  he  had  been  chiefly  inflrumentaj 
in  perfuading  us  to  fet  off  by  ourfelves.  We  appeared  to  fmile  at  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  told  the  Furks,  that  we  were  very  fure  a  perfon  of  the  Bajha's 
dignity  and  politenefs  could  never  think  of  carrying  into  execution  fuch 
a  ftep,  therefore  we  took  for  granted  that  if  it  was  propofed,  it  was  only 
in  jefL 

They  obferved  in  reply,  that  the  Bajha  had  told  them,  he  was  educated 
at  Conjlantinople^  and  had  the  honour  of  being  a  Vizier  to  the  Grand  Seig¬ 
nior,  from  which  happy  circumftances  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  be¬ 
coming  acquainted  with  the  genius  and  tempers  of  the  Englijh  nation,  which 
he  knew  to  be  fo  amiable  in  every  refpeft,  that  he  was  entirely  convinced 
we  had  never  withflood  his  intreaties,  if  this  fervant  who  was  an  Aleppean, 
and  a  fubjeft  to  the  Emperor,  had  interpreted  with  integrity  all  he  was  conr- 
aaanded  ta  let  us  know.  We  affured  them,  that  he  was  an  inoffenfive  and 
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;honcft  man,  and  to  the  beft  of  our  belief  had  always  executed  his  commif- 
fion  with  fidelity.  We  defired  them  alfo  to  reprefent  to  the  Bajha^  that 
though  we  had  the  moft  lively  and  grateful  fenfe  of  his  great  concern  for 
our  v/elfare,  yet  we  could  not  but  regret  every  hour  that  did  not  fet  us 
forwards  in  our  way  to  Aleppo :  we  therefore  through  them,  again  befeeched 
him  to  grant  us  a  little  efcort,  with  which  we  would  willingly  venture  our 
perfons  and  effecfls.  The  officer  peremptorily  replied,  that  we  muft  not  go*. 
Prefently  he  added,  that  the  Bajba  had  propoled  our  fending  an  exprefs 
from  hence  to  the  Britijh  conful  at  Scanderoon^  requeflring  him  to  detain  any 
one  of  the  King's  fhips  that  happened  to  be  there  j  and  that  the  Bajha  him- 
felf  would  write  a  letter,  informing  the  Conful  at  Aleppo  how  defirous  we 
were  to  get  forwards  in  our  journey,  but  how  impoffible  it  was  for  him  to 
comply  with  our  defires.  We  begged  the  officer  and  his  companions  to 
make  our  acknowledgments  to  the  Bajha  for  this  farther  inftance  of  his 
kindnefs,  but  added,  that  we  had  already  written  to  the  Conful,  who  we 
made  not  the  leafl  doubt  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  ferve  us  ;  yet 
we  knew  likewife  fo  much  of  the  nature  of  the  orders  given  to  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  our  ffiips  of  war,  that  nothing  was  fufficient  to  prevail  on  them 
to  tarry  for  even  a  fingie  day.  We  concluded,  with  defiring  them  to 
make  the  Bajha  acquainted  with  our  thanks,  and  our  intreaties  to  be 
gone.  Before  they  took  leave  they  obferved,  that  the  difference  of  rime 
between  our  going  by  ourfelves,  or  accompanying  the  Bajha,  would  be 
only  two  days,  owing  to  the  Bajha  of  Urja's  being  arrived  at  Bir^  for 
that  would  prevent  our  great-man  from  tarrying  fo  long  there  as  he  other- 
wife  intended. 


In  the  evening  two  fmail  plates  of  ready-dreffed  viduals  were  fent  us 
from  the  Bajha's  cookery-tent.  This  fcanty  fupply  was  intended  for  our¬ 
felves  ;  at  the  fame  time  a  certain  allowance  of  bread,  Ghee,  &c.  was  fent 
to  our  Aga,  and  his  people.  As  we  knew  not  by  whofe  order  thefe  things 
came,  we  defired  our  Aga  to  make  enquiry  j  for  if  they  were  a  prefent  from 
the  Bajloa  or  Kahier,  we  very  well  knew  that  their  diredlions  in  refped;  to  the 
cjuantity,  muft  have  been  but  ill  executed ;  if  they  came  from  any  inferior 
perfon,  we  were  defirous  he  ffiould  be  acquainted  that  we  could  receive  no 
more  from  him,  though  we  were  obliged  to  him  for  his  good  will,  and 
fhould  not  be  unmindful  on  our  arrival  at  Aleppo,  of  any  civilities  that  were 
either  done,  or  intended  us  on  the  road. 

To  divert  our  prefent  melancholy  in  fome  degree,  we  took  a  walk  in  the 
plantation  before  us,  where,  befides  the  trees  and  bufhes  already  mentioned,  we 
found  the  apple  and  plumb-tree.  The  ftrawberry  plant  alfo  flouriffied  here 
in  great  abundance.  Soon  after  we  had  finiffied  our  walk,  we  received  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  Bajha,  that  to  prevent  any  indecorum  or  infult  being  offered  to 
our  perfons  in  the  night,  he  had  thought  it  neceffary  to  order  fix  or  eight 
foldiers  to  attend  us  at  our  tents.  We  immediately  ordered  our^^^  to 
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v/ait  upon  the  Kahier,  and  to  demand  the  real  meaning  of  lb  unufual  a 
guard.  At  his  return,  he  told  us,  we  were  to  look  upon  it  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  mark  of  the  BaJIjcf*s  refpecn;  and  care  for  us,  who  had  alfo  conde- 
fcended  fo  far  as  to  diredt  the  particular  order  of  our  march.  In  the  even¬ 
ing  we  found  this  to  be  in  the  rear  of  what  he  moll  valued,  his  Women 
and  his  Treafure.  By  this  extraordinary  teftimony  therefore  of  the  Bajha\ 
kindnefs,  we  were  in  reality  his  prifoners  it  not  being  in  our  power  now 
to  leave  him,  how  much  foever  our  inclinations  might  prompt  us  to  do 
it. 

'  I 

We  refumed  our  march  at  nine  in  the  evening  •,  travelled  .weft,  and  va¬ 
rious  other  courfes,  but  upon  the  whole  about  S.  W.  near  32  miles  in  12 
hours,  over  a  barren,  hilly  country,  and  not  at  a  greater  diftance  than  12 
or  14  miles  from  the  Armenian  mountains,  which  run  almoft  eaft  and  welt. 

We  were  told  yefterday,  that  we  were  only  eight  hours  journey  from  Bir^ 
but  we  have  travelled  twelve  hours,  and  have  fhill  another  journey  to 
make! 

We  pafled  by  feveral  Arab  burial-grounds,  and  three  or  four  ruined  vil¬ 
lages  and  forts,  fituated  on  eminences;  one  of  thefe  has  two  fmall  ftone* 
gateways  remaining.  Now  and  then  we  came  to  a  little  patch  of  ground 
fown  with  Indian  corn.  At  nine  we  encamped  by  the  fide  of  a  run  of 
water,  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill  called  Cortocoar.  The  villages  all  around  Cortocoar- 
us  are  deferred;  the  Arabian  inhabitants  having  removed  themfelves  and. hill* 
their  elfedts,  through  an  apprehenfion  of  their  being  taken  from  them  by 
the  rapacioufnefs  of  our  foldiery,  or  the  extortion  of  our  great  men.  No 
flocks,  not  a  Angle  flieep  is  to  be  feen  !  we  have  no  vicftuals  to  eat !  and 
are  almoft  ripe  for  mutiny,  upon  account  of  our  forcible  detention,  which 
we  think  has  its  rife  more  in  vain-glory,  mixed  with  a  little  felf-interefted 
policy,  than  from  any  real  apprehenfion  the  Bajha  entertains  of  our  being 
in  danger,  were  he  to  fend  us  away  under  a  proper  efcort. 

t 

At  five  in  the  evening,  we  fent  our  Aga  to  the  Kahier  to  lay  our  nccef- 
fities  again  before  him,  and  to  defire  either  a  frefh.  fupply  of  provifions,  or 
leave  to  haften  by  ourfelves  to  Bir.  Our  Aga  returned  with  the  minifter’s 
moft  ceremonious  compliments,  and  expreflions  of  forrow  for  our  uncom¬ 
fortable  fituation,  declaring  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Bafrja  and  all  his  at¬ 
tendants  laboured  under  the  fame  fcarcity  of  food,  but  that  he  would  deny 
I'iimfelf  the  fcanty  pittance  that  was  allotted  him,  and  fend  us  a  couple  of 
plates  of  drefled  meat  from  his  own  family.  Thefe  werefoon  after  conveyed 
to  our  tents,  and  though  they  barely  ferved  to  take  off  the  keen  edge  of  my 
brother-travellers  appetites,  yet  we  looked  upon  them  as  infallible  marks 
of  Kahier' ^  humanity  and  politenefs.  P'or  my  own  part,  .1.  fuffered  but 

very  little  upon  this  occafion,  not  having  as  yet  fo  far  recovered  my  ap¬ 
petite,  as  to  feel  in  any  great  degree  the  painful  fenfation  of  hunger. 
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At  one  the  next  morning,  we  fet  off  again,  and  travelled  five  hours 
over  rocky  hills.  The  firft  two  hours  our  conrfe  was  W.  S.  W.  the  two 
fucceeding  ones  S.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  and  the  laft  hour  S.  which  brought 
us  to  the  city  of  5/r,  or  Birjoup  (as  it  is  called  by  the  inhabitants)  which  is 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river  Euphrates,  againft  the  fide  of  a  very 
high,  chalky  hill.  It  is  about  fix  hundred  yards  in  length,  and  has  five  or 
fix  Mofepues  with  ftone  Minarets.  The  buildings  in  general  are  in  a  ruinous 
condition,  which  with  the  craggy  hills  around,  afford  a  pidlurefque  and  ro¬ 
mantic  profpedt.  The  tops  of  thefe  hills  are  covered  with  vineyards,  as 
indeed  are  moft  of  the  environs  of  the  city,  but  we  could  not  difeover 
any  corn-lands. 


The  city  is  defended  by  two  caftles ;  one  Hands  by  the  river’s  fide,  the 
other  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  From  this  laft,  two  fmall  guns  were  fired  im 
honour  of  the  arrival  of  Abdallah  Bajloa,  who  entered  and  rode  through  the 
city  on  horfeback,  attended  by  his  own  train,  and  by  the  Bajha  of  Vrfa,  who 
went  out  of  the  place  to  meet  him.  There  being  no  bridge  here,  and  only 
three  ferry-boats,  which  were  all  employed  in  tranfporting  the  Bajha\  Haram 
and  retinue,  foldiers  and  baggage,  we  had  little  hopes  of  getting  acrofs  the 
river  for  fome  time,  and  therefore  feated  ourfelves  on  feme  ruins  that  lay  in 
the  ditch  before  the  town  ;  but  the  Bajha  riding  by,  and  feeing  us  and 
eur  baggage  in  the  open  ftreet,  immediately  called  our  Aga  to  him,  and 
fternly  demanded,  “  Why  the  Englijb  gentlemen  were  thus  ftiame- 
fully  treated  ?”  Upon  his  being  told  the  realbn,  he  gave  him  the  ftrideft 
orders,  and  commanded  his  own  officers  to  take  particular  care,  that  the 
boats  Ihould  be  no  more  employed  in  his  fervice  till  we  and  all  our  baggage 
were  wafted  over  to  the  other  fide.  This  was  the  firft  time  we  had  ever 
feen  the  Bajha,  and  it  muft  be  owned  that  his  whole  behaviour  upon  this 
occafion  was  truly  humane  and  polite.  Our  Aga  kiffed  the  hem.  of  his  gar¬ 
ment,  and  we  bowed  after,  our  manner,  which  he  returned  with  a  fmall 
bending  of  the  cheft,  and  a  vifible  complacency  of  cotintenance.  He  was- 
about  fixty  years  of  age,  feemed  adtive,  and  had  a  very  long  flaxen  beard- 
The  Kahier,  who  immediately  followed  the  BaJIsa,  A  usalfo  with  great 
freedom  and  good-nature. 


It  was  about  nine  in  the  morning  when  we  paffed  over  the  Euphrates' 
for  the  fecond  time  ;  and  thus  quitted  Mefopotamia  and  entered  Syria.  The 
river  is  here  not  more  than  150  yards  over,  now,  but  in;  the  winter-months, 
or  after  great  rains,  and  the  melting  of  the  fnow  in  the  mountains,  it  muft 
be  at  leaft  twice  as  broad,  which  is  very  vifible  from  its  prefent  dry  bed- 
It  fupplies  the  inhabitants  of  Bir  with  a  great  variety  of  exceeding  fine  fiffi- 
We  got  here  fiieep,  eggs,,  bread,  and  a  few  grapes,  but  no  wine  or  fpi- 
rituous  liquors.. 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  burial-ground  belonging  to  the  city 
of  Bir,  is  on  the  Syrian  fide  of  the  river :  poflibly  it  may  be  owing  to  the 
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ground  on  which  the  town  is  built,  being  of  ki  rocicy  a  nature  as  not  to  1758^ 

admit  of  graves  being  dug  in  it,  but  with  the  utmoft  difficulty.  It  was  -y-- 

upon  this  fpot  that  we  pitched  our  tents,  from  whence  we  had  a  full  view 
of  the  city  j  but  as  its  houfes  are  built  of  a  white,  chalky  ftone,  which 
bears  the  fame  colour  with  the  neighbouring  hills  and  foil,  we  could  not 
cafily  diflinguifh  the  one  from  the  other.  Here  we  had  the  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  learn,  that  the  two  men  whom  we  had  difpatched  from  Niftbin 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo^  had  between  Urfa  and  Blr^  fallen 
in  with  a  party  of  Sanjacks^  who  in  a  great  rage  had  defaced  our  letter, 
and  carried  the  meflengers  up  into  their  mountains,  where  after  feverely 
whipping  them,  they  at  length  fuffered  them  to  depart.  Thefe  unfortunate 
men  it  Teems  did  not  arrive  at  Bir  till  yefterday,  and  after  (laying  a  few 

hours  fet  out  for  Aleppo  *,  fo  that  all  our  hopes  of  getting  fpeedy  intelligence 
from  Mr.  Drummond  are  at  an  end. 

At  a  quarter  before  three  this  morning,  we  decamped  from  the  banks  of  Augafl  2. 
the  Euphrates^  having  th^BaJhas  ladies  and  treafure  before  us,  and  travelled 
W.  S.  W.  and  S.  W.  tor  four  hours  and  half,  over  a  hilly,  rugged  coun¬ 
try,  abounding  in  chalk  and  ftones.  At  fix  we  pafied  over  a  b^ridge  with 
three  arches,  and  difcovered  a  pretty  looking  village  on  our  right  called 
Mazar^  which  had  many  trees  about,  and  on  the  hills  beyond  it :  At  half 
pad  feven  we  pitched  our  tents  in  a  pleafant  valley  under  the  ihade  of  a 
walnut-tree,  with  a  pomegranate  at  our  fide,  and  an  agreeable  plantation  of 
peach,  almond,  apple,  and  other  trees  around  us.  From  this  fpot,  we  dif¬ 
patched  one  of  our  ‘Takht-Revan  men  with  a  fecond  letter  to  Mr.  Drummond, 

He  engaged  to  deliver  it  to-morrow  at  fun-rife,  and  to  meet  us  on  the  road 
with  an  anfwer. 

Our  Aga  has  juft  given  us  all  great  fpirits,  by  acquainting  us  that  we  are 
to  keep  the  Bajha  company  only  this  anti  to-morrow  night’s  ftage.  After¬ 
wards  we  are  to  have  liberty  to  make  the  belt  of  our  way.  We  learnt  alfo 
this  evening  by  a  traveller  from  Aleppo^  that  a  malignant  fever  had  ’till 
lately  mightily  prevailed  in  that  city,  and  carried  off  many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  ;  He  added,  that  bread  was  at  fo  high  a  price,  that  the  poorer 
people  were  almoft  ftarved. 

At  a  quarter  before  two  this  morning,  we  took  our  former  ftation,  behind 
the  ladies,  and  marching  off  travelled  a  winding  courfe  for  two  hours.  We 
paffed  quite  through  the  village  of  Mazar,  which  has  two  Mojques  with  Mi¬ 
narets  *,  then  went  a  S.  W.  by  W.  courfe  for  two  hours  and  half  more,  over 
a  good,  but  much  neglecled  foil,  and  at  length  pitched  our  tents  in  a 
well  cultivated  plain,  at  the  eaft  fide  of  an  artificial  mount,  on  which  a 
caftle  once  ftood,  and  around  it  a  town  named  Sajuera.  This  is  much  fuch 
another  mount  as  that  at  Kircoote,  only  not  quite  fo  large.  From  the  top  of 
it  you  have  a  commanding  profpe6l  of  a  fine  extenfive  country  with  two  or 
three  villages ;  were  the  lands  about  them  green  with  Indian  corn  or  Natchile, 

A  a  a  2  A  river 
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A  river  called  alfo  Sajuera^  runs  through  the  plain,  which  greatly  added  to 
the  fcenery  of  the  landfcape. 


Some  ruins  on  the  fummit  of  the  mount  are  {till  vifible,  particularly  on 
the  well  fide,  where  you  plainly  difcover  the  pillars  of  a  portal  to  the' 
caftle,  which  were  made  of  bluifli  hard  {tones  about  five  feet  in  length, 
and  two  in  thicknefs.  On  one  of  them  placed  at  the  right  hand  as  you 
enter  the  gateway  of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  ruins,  and  nine  feet  from  the 
ground,  fome  ancient  characters  were  apparent,  though  now  fomewhat 
effaced. — They  are  copied  in  the  annexed  copper-plate.  On  the  north 
fide  of  this  gate-way,  are  two  or  three  arches,  which  appear  to  have  been 
formerly  paifages  to  fo  many  apartments  :  They  are  built  of  the  fame  hard 
large  {tones  as  thofe  which  compofe  the  portal,  and  arc  cemented  together 
with  a  mo{t  durable  mortar,  in  the  compofition  of  which  I  obferved  many 
fmall  {tones.  We  were  told,  that  this  mount  and  town  were  formerly 
in  the  polfefTion  of  Chriftians',  biit  I  am  apprehenfive  that  the  Turksy 
from  whom  we  receive  our  information,  make  ufe  of  the  words  Chrij- 
tians  and  Europeans  as  fynonimous  terms ;  fo  whether  they  mean  Euro- 
■peans  who  lived  before  the  times  of  Cbrijiianity^  or  thofe  who  formed  the 
Crufades  in  the  twelfth  Century,  is  difficult  to  determine. 


At  fix  this  morning,  the  principal  men  of  another  village  juft  by  us^ 
and  called  alfo  Sajuera,  paffed  on  towards  our  rear,  in  order  to  pay  their 
compliments  to  the  BaJJja.  Thefc  gentlemen  were  all  armed  and  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  a  perfon  carrying  a  pair  of  colours.  About  eight 
o’clock,  near  forty  of  the  chief  people  of  Aleppo  came  alfo  into  camp, 
with  their  horfes  very  richly  caparifoned.  Their  bufmefs  is  alfo  to  com¬ 
pliment  the  Bajha  on  his  drawing  nigh  to  their  city.  They  have  been  four 
days  on  the  road,  and  had  waited  many  hours  in  this  village  for  his 
arrival. 


We  defired  our  interpreter  to  make  our  compliments  to  one  of  them, 
and  to  enquire  of  him  the  true  ftate  of  affairs  at  Aleppo  and  Sounder oon. 
The  gentleman  he  fpoke  to,  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  wait  upon  us  imme¬ 
diately  at  our  tenr.  We  entertained  him  in  the  cuftomary  method  of  the 
country,  with  a  whiff  or  two  of  tobacco  from  the  Argile  tube,  and  a  difli 
of  coffee  without  fugar.  He  confirmed  the  account  we  had  before  received 
of  a  malignant  fever  having  raged  at  Aleppo^  but  added,  that  its  effedls 
had  not  been  very  fatal.  He  told  us,  that  conful  Drummond  was  his  tenant, 
and  was  very  well,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  his  intention  of  foon  quitting 
this  country  for  England'^  for  from  an  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Drummond 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Garden  at  Baghdad^  we  had  flattered  ourfelves  with 
the  hope  of  having  him  for  our  fellow-traveller.  The  'Eurkijh  gentle¬ 
man  faid  farther,  that  there  were  fome  Englijh  fhips  now  at  Scanderoon- 
taking  in  their  cargo,  but  when  they  intended  to  fail  he  could  not  take 
upon  him  to  fay.  He  knew  nothing  for  certain  in  relation  to  the  ftate  of; 
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affairs  between  the  Englijh  zn^  Fremh  nations,  but  recollefted  to  have  heard 
the  chief  Furkifij  officer  of  the  cuftoms  lately  declare,  that  there  were  great 
hopes  of  a  peace  being  foon  concluded  between  them,  confequently  Ihips 
would  come  to  Alexandretta  more  frequently,  and  with  lefs  interruption, 
than  they  had  done  of  late.  For  better  information,  he  recommended  us  to 
the  Kahier  of  the  late  Bajha,  who  came  alfo  into  the  camp  this  morning. 
Upon  our  affiing  him  fome  queftions  relative  to  the  robbers,  he  anfwered 
without  hefitation,  that  the  road  to  Aleppo  was  tolerably  fafe  for  travellers; 
but  afterwards,  on  our  Aga  holding  a  private  converfation  with  him,  and 
(as  we  fufpedl)  checking  him  for  the  favourable  account  he  had  given  us, 
he  prefently  changed  his  note,  and  added,  that  it  would  by  no  means  be 
advifeable  for  us  to  travel  by  ourfelves. 

Having  advanced  only  13  or  14  miles  to-day,  and  ftlll  lefs  yefterday,  we 
are  quite  wearied  out,  and  have  loft  all  patience.  As  an  additional  morti¬ 
fication,  we  now  hear,  that  inftead  of  being  permitted  to  proceed  by  our¬ 
felves  after  this  night’s  ftage,  as  promifed,  we  are  to  be  detained  till  after 
the  Bajha  comes  into  camp  to-morrow.  Our  liquors  too  are  all  drank  up,  fo- 
that  we  are  now  reduced  to  drink  the  pure  element  of  our  firft  parents ;  a  moft. 
uncomfortable  beverage  to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  worn-out  travellers,  and 
who  for  fo  many  years  have  been  ufed  to  the  more  generous  and  exhilarating 
juice  of  claret  and  madeira.  With  refpedl  to  our  food,  we  are  in  much  the 
fame,  if  not  a  more  uncomfortable  fituation  ;  fometimcs  we  have  nothing 
at  all  to  eat,  and  if  by  chance  we  are  favoured  with  a  fupply  from 
the  Bajhds  kitchen,  it  is  only  of  a  little  mutton  juft  killed,  and  fo  indif¬ 
ferently  dreffed,  that.we  are  fcarce  able  to  fwallow  a  bit.  FJowever,  all  of 
us  except  IVBIntoJh^  have  recovered  our  long-loft  appetites  ;  but  this  circum- 
ftance,  which  a  few  weeks  fince  would  have  been  efteemed  a  bleffing,  is 
now  become  a  real  misfortune.  As  we  have  no  other  refource  left  but 
getting  to  the  end  of  our  journey  as  foon  as  poffible,  we  are  all  impatient 
to  make  the  experiment,  even  at  the  expence  of  hazarding  the  Bajha’s  dif- 
pleafure.  Francifco^  whom  we  had  fent  to  the  late  Bajha's  Kahier  for  in¬ 
telligence,  brought  us  a  confirmation  of  fome  Englijh  ffiips  being  ftill  at 
Scanderoon. 


At  half  paft  feven  in  the  evening, 
the  following  letter  from  Aleppo. 


we  were  moft  agreeably  furprized  with 
Aleppo.,  2d  Auguji^ 


“Sir, 

“  THIS  day,  about  an  hour  and  half  before  noon,  your  letter  of 
“  the  1 6th  of  July,  from  Nifihin,  was  brought  to  me;  The  cover  of  it  was 
“  torn,  but  enough  of  it  remained  to  ffiew  it  was  intended  for  me.  I. 
“  cannot  pretend  to  fay  that  the  receipt  of  it  gave  me  pleafure.  No,  Sir,, 
““  it  gave  me  an  excefs  of  pain ;  and  I  figured  to  myfelf  a  variety  of  ugly 
“  circumftances,,  which  I  ffiallnot  give  you  tiie  trouble  to  read.  Now,  I 

“  cannot 


[  366  ] 

“  cannot  but  blefs  God  that  you  are  fafe,  and  that  I  have  a  reafonable 
— "IT"— ^  “  profpeft  of  feeing  you  at  Aleppo,  freed  from  a  thoufand  inconveniences, 

“  and  as  happy  as  I,  and  the  other  gentlemen  here,  can  make  you. 

“  I  fliall  not  at  prefent  lofe  a  moment  in  telling  you  news  *,  only  that 
“  our  convoy,  and  three  other  men  of  war,  are  in  thefe  feas.  I  purpofe 
“  going  in  one  of  them,  but  when,  is  a  queftion  that  cannot  eafily  be 
“  anfwered ;  becaufe  the  plague  now  rages  at  Smyrna,  and  no  patent  can 
“  be  acquired  till  forty  days  after  it  fliall  ceafe.  In  the  mean  time,  be  you 
“  perfectly  eafy.  — 1  will  think  for  you,  in  the  beft  way  I  can. — ^^You  fliall 
“  hear  all  I  have  to  fay  i  and  may  then  purfue  my  beft  thought,  or  a  better 
of  your  own.  . 

“  Don’t  let  your  brother-travellers  fear.  God  ever  love  them  ! 
“  they  too  fhall  have  lodgings,  ^c.  ^c. — I  fhall  thank  you  for  your  polite- 
“  nefs  and  goodnefs  *  towards  me  at  Merdin,  when  I  have  the  happinefs 
“  to  embrace  you  at  this  place. 

“  The  bearer  of  this  goes  the  diredl  road  to  Bir.  Should  he  find  you 
to-day  or  to-morrow,  he  may  be  fent  back  with  a  note  from  you.  I  hope 
“  no  accident  can  have  detained  you  at  Bir,  or  at  any  other  place  before 
you  got  there.  Pleafe  to  give  the  mefienger  fome  Paras  to  purchafe  breads 
for  thefe  people  are  afraid  of  carrying  more  money  about  them  than  is 
“  abfolutely  necelTary. 

“  My  family  falute  you  and  your  good  company  j  as  for  myfelf,  you 
“  may  be  aflTured  that  1  am,  with  great  fincerity, 

“  Dear  Sir, 

“  Your  moft  obedient, 

“  humble  fervant, 

“  A.  DRUMMOND.” 


“  P.  S,  The  convoy  is  the  Prefion  of  50  guns.  Captain  Evans,  The 
'  “  ramblers  (whom  God  preferve  ! )  are, 

“  The  Monmouth,  Qdopx.,  Hervey  —  —  64  guns. 

“  The  Amhujeade,  Capt.  Gwynn  —  —  36 

“  The  Lyme  -  Capt.  Vernon  —  —  24 


‘‘To  Hemy  Boidge,  Efq*, 
“  I  dont  know  where, 
“  but  I  hope  near  to 
“  AleppoP 


*'Fatlier  Ange  of  Merdin  mtralied  to  Mr.  Doidgds  care  forae  ancient  medals  which  he  had 
-collected  for  the  conful,  and  of  which  Mr,  Doidge  in  his  letter  had  informed  him. '  ‘ 

‘  ..  r  .  .  .  . 


4  . 
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.  The  reading  of  the  above  letter  gave  us  all  frelh  fpirits*,  we  drank  the  175^, 
writer’s  health  in  water,  which  (as  before  obferved)  was  the  only  liquor  we 
were  now  matters  of,  and  afterwards  threw  ourfelves  on  our  cots,  but  fuch 
was  the  joyous  perturbation  of  our  fpirits,  that  we  could  not  take  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  fleep. 

At  ten  we  fet  off  once  more  in  our  proper  ftation,  and  travelled  near  Auguft  4. 
eight  hours  over  an  uncultivated  country,  though  much  lefs  rugged  than 
what  we  had  lately  met  with.  At  feven  in  the  morning,  we  pitched  our 
tents  by  the  fide  of  a  river,  in  a  plain,  near  to  an  old  Caravanferah,  Our 
courfe  was  from  S.  S.  W.  to  W.  S.  W  *,  we  travelled  about  three  miles  an 
hour,  which  has  hitherto  been  our  ufual  progrefs  in  tolerable  roads.  In 
bad  ones  we  do  not  get  forwards  above  two.  I  judge  upon  the  whole, 
that  from  Merdin  we  have  made  two  miles  and  an  half  by  the  hour ;  from 
Baghdad  to  Merdin,  three* 

From  hence  we  fent  our  Aga  to  the  Kahier,  with  our  beft  compli¬ 
ments  and  thanks  to  himfelf  and  Abdallah  Bajha,  and  likewife  to  know 
whether  they  approved  of  our  proceeding  to  Aleppo  by  ourfelves  after  the 
next  ttage.  An  anfwer  being  brought  us  in  the  affirmative,  Mr.  Doidge 
thought  it  neceflary  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  conful’s  letter  by  the 
fame  meflenger  who  had  brought  it,  giving  him  to  underttand  that  we 
hoped  to  kifs  his  hand  at  Aleppo  to-morrow  morning.  In  the  evening 
we  were  cruelly  mortified  by  a  meffage  which  the  Kahier  fent  by  the* 

Aga,  importing,  that  fmee  the  morning  he  had  held  a  confultation  with  the 
Bajha  on  the  fubje<5l-  of  our  parting  with  him  to-morrow  *,  that  the  Bajha 
would  by  no  means  confent  to  it,  but  infifted  on  our  accompanying  him 
quite  to  Aleppo,  which,  he  faid,  would  be  doing  a  mutual  honour  both  to 
himfelf  and  us.  As  the  whole  tenor  of  this  meflage  was  contradiflory  to 
the  promife  we  had  received  in  the  morning,  we  did  not  fail  to  remonttrate 
againft  it,  but  to  no  manner  of  purpofe.  The  Kahier  fent  us  word,  that 
he  was  forty  for  our  difappointment,  yet  fuch  was  the  will  of  the  BajJda, 
and  what  reply  could  poffibly  be  made  to  it  ?  Adding  however,  that  the 
confent  given  us  in  the  morning  had  been  without  the  Baflm\  knowledge  % 
that  he  (the  Kahier)  had  taken  upon  himfelf  to  give  it,  not  doubting  of 
his  matter’s  acquiefcence,  and  knowing  that  upon  every  account  it  would  be 
moft  acceptable  to  us,  whom  he  wilhed  to  oblige.  Thefe  were  foothing 
words,  but  by  no  means  fufficient  to  ttifie  our  difeontent,  or  to  reconcile 
us  to  this  abominable  ad  of  Turkijh  We  determined  therefore 

to  leave  the  Bafi)a  at  all  events,  being  now  fully  convinced  that  his  foie 
motive  for  detaining  us,  was  the  foolifli  paffion  of  having  us  in  his  train 
when  he  enters  the  city  of  Aleppo. 

At  half  patt  ten  we  decamped  again,  and  moved  off  in  our  ufual  order,  Augail  5. 
paffing  by  a  few  inhabited  villages,  and  others  that  were  quite  in  ruins.  At 
fix  in  the  morning  we  got  to  the  fpot  where  tlie  BaJIja  intended  to  encamp,. 

7  but 


[  3*58.  ] 

but  from  whence  we  were  determined  to  make  the  bed  of  our  way.  As 
the  great  man  was  ftili  in  the  rear,  we  had  time  to  place  ourfelves  in -the 
very  track  he  was  obliged  to  take.  Accordingly  at  nine,  he  came  by  in 
his  Takht  Revan  with  great  pomp  and  date  *,  we  (danding  in  a  row)  faluted 
him,  and  expreded  by  figns  a  defire  of  Ipeaking  to  him.  He  faw  us,  and 
made  a  motion  with  his  hand  for  us  to  come  nearer  to  him.  He  then  made 
a  full  I'top,  and  we  advanced,  having  before  conjured  our  interpreter  Fran- 
cifco  to  take  courage,  and  not  be  afraid  of  repeating  the  Vv^hole  of  what 
we  fiiould  bid  him  fay  to  the  Bajha  j  we  gently  hinted  the  fame  falutary 
caution  to  our  Aga-,  but  alas!  our  good  advice  with  both  of  them  was  all 
in  vain.  The  lad  turned  as  pale  as  death,  and  reverently  kilTed  the  great 
man’s  fleeve :  and  as  for  the  poor,  affrighted,  Francifco,  he  had 

not  the  lead  power  of  utterance,  but  dood  Ihivering  with  apprehenfion, 
and  contented  himfelf  vnth  touching  the  hem  of  the  Fakkt  RevaFs  covering, 
^  and  licking  the  dud  from  off  his  fingers.  The  Bajha  eafily  guefling  at  the 
purport  of  our  intended  petition,  told  us  with  an  air  too  haughty  to  be 
pleafing,  “  we  mud  day,  and  that  we  had  but  one  day  more  before  we 
Ihould  arrive  with  him  at  AleppoF  In  anfwer,  we  intended  to  have  fet 
before  him  the  feveral  reafons  we  had  for  going  forwards,  fuch  as  the 
want  of  health,  neceffaries,  and  time,  befides  the  promife  we  had  made 
our  conful  of  feeing  him  to-day ;  but  unfortunately,  our  interpreter  (who 
had  not  yet  gotten  the  better  of  his  fears  fo  far  as  to  deliver  our  fentiments 
properly)  made  ufe  of  this  plea  of  our  appointment  with  Mr.  Drummond, 
fird,  which  we  had  defigned  fhould  come  in  order  lad.  Upon  which,  the 
great  man  probably  conceiving  his  dignity  to  be  hurt,  replied  with  a  Turkijh 
monofyllable,  tantamount  to  our  Englijh  word,  “  Pfhawj”  adding,  “  What 
fignifies  your  engagement  with  the  conful  ?  Let  that  remain  with  me.” — 
We  attempted  to  urge  many  things  in  reply,  but  ’twas  all  in  vain  :  this 
Beglerheg,  this  Lord  of  Lords,  ordered  his  people  to  march  on,  and  left  us 
to  dig’ed  his  final  refolve  as  we  could. 

The  abrupt  departure  and  lofty  deportment  of  the  Bajha  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  chagrined  us  not  a  little,  and  indeed  piqued  our  pride  fo  much,  that 
with  the  fame  hade  as  he  had  made  from  us,  we  ran  towards  our  horfes, 
mounted,  and  in  an  indant  got  into  the  high  road  for  Aleppo,  leaving  our 
Aga,  all  our  country-fervants,  Fakht  Revans,  and  baggage  behind  us.  Our 
worthy  Aga  (who  dared  not  to  accompany  us  but  at  the  rifle  of  lofing  his 
head)  made  ufe  of  many  intreaties  to  prevail  upon  us  to  day  another  day, 
concluding  with  that  which  to  ingenuous  minds  is  the  mod  powerful  of  all, 
“  That  he  fhould  edeem  it  as  the  highed  favour  done  to  himfelf.”  We 
afiured  him  in  general,  that  we  fliould  be  always  more  ready  to  oblige 
him,  than  even  the  Bajlsa  himfelf,  as  our  obligations  to  him  were  confefledly 
'  greater ;  but  upon  the  prefent  occafion  it  was  morally  impoffible  for 
us  to  do  it,  and  therefore  we  defined  to  be  excufed,  though  at  any 
other  time,  we  fhould  look  upon  his  defires,  as  having  the  force  of  com- 
jnands. 


Immediately 
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Immediately  after  this,  we  rode  off  at  a  round  trot,  difcourfing  with  ^75^* 
each  other  on  what  might  be  the  event.  The  perfuafions  of  our  Aga 
had  indeed  already  wrought  fo  powerfully  with  fome  of  the  party,  that 
they  began  to  have  their  doubts  refpecling  the  propriety  of  their  behaviour 
towards  the  Bajha ;  but  now,  as  the  die  was  cait,  it  was  impoflible  for  us 
to  recede. 

We  had  not  gone  on  above  half  an  hour,  before  we  efpied  two  horfcmert 
riding  full  fpeed  after  us  from  the  Bajha*s  camp :  one  of  them  made  figns 
for  us  to  ftop,  to  which  we  paid  no  kind  of  attention,  till  he  drew  nearer,' 
and  we  difcovered  him  to  be  our  own  trufty  Aga-,  the  other,  proved 
to  be  our  fervant  Vertan.  At  their  coming  up,  the  Aga  told  us,  that  as 
foon  as  we  rode  off,  he  waited  upon  the  Bajha,  and  related  to  him  the 
particulars  of  our  flight ;  upon  which  he  faid,  “  If  that  be  the  cafe,  do 
you  immediately  follow  them,  with  all  their  fervants,  baggage,  and  a 
company  of  foldiers  to  proteft  them.”  Thefe  joined  us  foon  after,  and  we 
went  forwards  with  a  part  of  the  foldiers,  leaving  the  others  behind  to  take 
care  of  our  baggage  and  Takht  Revans,  in  one  of  which  Alexander  M-Intojh 
was  obliged  to  be  carried,  being  ftill  extremely  weak.  In  a  few  minutes 
after  this,  the  gentlemen  and  troops  from  Aleppo,  who  had  now  taken  their 
leave  of  the  Bajha,  and  were  returning  to  that  city  to  be  in  readinefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  in  a  proper  manner  to-morrow,  came  up  with,  and  foon  went  a 
head  of  us.  This  Angle  circumftance  proved  that  Abdallah  Bajha* s  motive 
for  keeping  us  with  him,  was  really  what  has  been  already  fuggefted :  if 
he  had  not  been  actuated  more  by  the  vanity  of  having  us  in  the  number 
of  his  retinue  on  making  his  public  entrance  into  Aleppo,  than  by  any  real 
concern  he  had  for  our  fafety,  he  certainly  would  have  direfled  us  to  keep 
company  with  thefe  gentlemen  and  their  body  of  troops,  under  whofe  pro- 
te(5i;ion  we  could  not  have  failed  of  travelling  in  perfed:  fecurity. 

Our  road  towards  Aleppo  was  very  rough  and  bad  •,  we  paflfed  by  many  a  Alepto; 
high  hill  with  a  hard,  chalky  bottom.  Our  conrfe  upon  the  whole  lay 
W.  S.  W.  At  noon  we  came  abreaft  of  a  village,  whole  houfes  were  of  a 
conic  form,  and  built  of  mud.  Soon  after,  we  palTed  by  fome  gardens. 

}  rom  one  to  near  four  o’clock,  we  Ikirted  a  very  pleafant  valley  full  of 
fruit-trees  and  legumens,  which  continued  quite  up  to  the  city  of  Aleppo, 
where  we  arrived  at  four,  very  hot  and  fatigued,  having  rode  all  night 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  day.  We  have  been  exaftly  feven  weeks  in  our 
journey  from  Baghdad,  which  is  diftant  from  Aleppo,  by  the  mofl:  exa<fl;  com¬ 
putation,  in  our  route,  698  miles. 


B  b  b 
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CHAP,  VII. 

Occurrences  in  Aleppo. — Journey  to  Shoger  ^^^iLatichea.- — Occurrences  at^  and 
defcription  o/Latichea. — Mojl  of  the  party  fet  off  for  the  if  and' of  Cyprus,. — 
The  author  follows  them,  and  arrives  at  Larnica. — Occurrences  and  obferva- 
tions  in  Cyprus. — Arrival  of  four  other  gentlemen  from  India. — Their  depar¬ 
ture,  with  the  author,  from  Cyprus,  and  arrival  at  Leghorn. 


Mr.  Drummond  received  us  with  the  greateft  hofpitality  and  politenefs. 

After  we  had  refrefhed  ourfelves  with  wines,  punch,  and  excellent 
beef-lteaks,  to  all  which  we  had  long  been  llrangers,  we  betook  ourfelves 
to  a  comfortable  clean  bed,  where  we  enjoyed  thatfweet  repofe,  which  only 
the  tired,  the  worn-out  traveller  like  ourfelves  can  ever  truly  experience. 
In  the  evening  we  were  vifited  by  moft  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Englifh  fac¬ 
tory  ;  who  kindly  difpofed  of  us  among  their  feveral  families.  Mr.  Doidge 
and  I,  with  our  three  fervants,  Jenkins,  M-Intofh,  and  Toney,  were  lodged 
at  the  conful’s  houfe ;  Mr.  Pye  at  Mr.  Free's  j  Mr.  Alms  at  Mr.  Bridgets, 
and  Mr.  Pigot  at  Mr.  Landfdown's, 


Sunday. 
Auguil  6. 


This  morning,  the  remaining  part  of  the  gentlemen  of  our  faftory  were 
fo  obliging  as  to  vifit  us.  We  alfo  were  favoured  with  the  company  of  two 
Capuchin  French  fathers,  a  Carmelite,  and  feveral  Jew  merchants.  The  fac¬ 
tory  confifts  of  the  following  gentlemen  : 


Alexander  Drummond,  Efq*, 
Mr.  Kirkhoufe  — 

Mr.  Smith  — 

MelT.  Free  — 

Landfdown  — 

Bridger  — 

Shaw  —  — 

Vernon  — 

Maffick  — — 

Hays  — -  — 

Ratcliffe  — 

Booth  — 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Holloway 
Dr.  Patrick  Ruffell,  — 


Conful. 

Chancellor. 

Treafurer. 


—  ^Merchants, 


Chaplain. 

Phyfician  and  Surgeon. 

We 
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We  were  afked,  if  we  were  agreeable  to  pay  our  compliments  to  the 
French^  Dutch,  and  Venetian  confuls,  for  before  we  had  gone  through  this 
ceremony,  we  were  not  to  expeft  being  vifited  by  any  of  the  private  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  thofe  nations ;  but  after  w'aiting  upon  their  confuls,  we  might 
then  depend  upon  every  one  of  thefe  foreigners  coming  to  pay  their  re:- 
fpe£ls  to  us.  As  we  found  this  point  to  be  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  indif¬ 
ference  to  Mr.  Drummond,  we  thofe  to  decline  the  increafing  of  our  ac¬ 
quaintance,  fo  that  our  converfation  and  vifiting  were  confined  to  the 
fmall,  but  agreeable  circle  of  our  own  countrymen.  And  this  very  cir- 
cumftance,  confidering  the  great  fatigues  we  had  fo  lately  undergone,  was 
jiot  without  its  advantages  •,  for  hereby  we  bad  an  opportunity  of  being 
more  at  our  eafe,  and  of  devoting  the  fliort  time  we  were  to  continue  here 
to  our  own  concerns,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  almoft  entirely 
taken  up  in  receiving  or  paying  ceremonious  vifits. 

Mr.  Holloway  was  too  ill  to  officiate  to-day,  in  the  public  fervice  of 
the  church.  At  noon,  Abdallah  BaJJoa  made  his  public  entrance  into  the 
city. 

Yefterday  and  to-day,  our  whole  time  was  taken  up  in  fettling  ac-  Auguft  S. 
counts,  and  paying  off  our  Mocha  and  Fakht  revan-gee,  with  whom  we  had 
much  trouble,  and  clamorous  difpute.  Mr.  Baron  our  countryman  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  fagacity,  and  Mr.  Edee  our  nation’s  firft  Dragoman  or  in¬ 
terpreter,  took  much  pains  to  prevent  our  being  impofed  upon  ;  but  in 
fpite  of  all  their  endeavours,  thefe  rafcals  will  be  paid  more  than  they  have 
a  right  to  demand  :  to  get  any  redrefs  from  government  muff  be  attended 
with  great  expence  and  lofs  of  time,  therefore  the  remedy  would  be  worfe 
than  the  difeafe.  We  refolved  to  leave  the  fettling  of  thefe  matters  to 
the  diferetion  of  Mr.  Baron,  and  the  Dragoman,  who  is  a  man  of  fenfe, 
genteel  in  his  deportment,  and  we  are  told,  of  a  very  confiderable  for¬ 
tune,  which  is  made  in  fome  meafure  fecure  to  him  by  his  connexion  with 
the  Englijb  nation. 

Our  party  are  now  all  recovering ;  we  have  better  fpirits,  and  tolerable  9* 

good  appetites.  .  Meff.  Doidge  and  Bigot,  with  myfelf,  returned  all  our  vifits. 

Mr.  Kirkheufe  was  fo  obliging  as  to  go  with  us. 


We  learned  from  Mr.  Edee,  that  the  Bajha  had  enquired  after  us,  and 
told  him  of  our  great  hurry  to  get  from  him,  as  well  as  of  his  own  re- 
iolution  to  detain  us,  affigning  no  other  motive  for  his  condufl  but  the 
great  anxiety  he  was  under  for  our  fafety.  As  Mr.  Edee  is  quite  the 
polite,  well-bred  man,  doubtlefs  he  made  the  Bajha  a  great  many  more 
compliments  on  our  part,  than  we  ever  defired  he  ffiould ;  fince  to  this 
moment  we  cannot  but  be  of  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  have  granted 
us  an  effort  many  days  before  he  did  *,  by  which  we  ffiould  fo  much 
the  fooner  have  been  freed  from  our  extraordinary  hardffiips  and  fatigues. 

B  b  b  2  In 


1758. 


Auguft  10. 


Auguft  II. 


Auguft  12. 


Auguft  13. 
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In  that  cafe  too,  we  fhould  have  thought  ourfelves  more  highly  obliged 
to  him,  than  it  is  pofilble  for  us  now,  even  on  the  moft  difpafliionate  re- 
trofpeftion. 

/ 

This  day  the  Kahierv^^^  fo  obliging  as  to  make  the  kindefl;  enquiries  after 
our  welfare.  We  believe  him  to  be  a  very  valuable  man,  and  to  have  been 
much  difpofed  to  have  facilitated  our  journey,  had  it  been  in  his  power. 

The  city  of  Aleppo  has  been  very  fickly  for  fome  months  paft.  The  ma¬ 
lignant  fever  ftill  continues  here,  but  its  mortality  is  greatly  abated.  They 
do  not  bury  now  more  than  200  a  day,  whereas  till  very  lately  they  loft  at 
leaft  double  that  number.  The  natives  for  fome  time  paft  have  been  under 
continual  apprehenfion  of  the  Europeans  fhutting  themfelves  up  in  their 
houfes,  which  ftep  it  fecms  is  always  deemed  an  indifputable  fign  of  the 
plague  prevailing  here.  This  dreadful  calamity  has  ufually  vifited  the 
citizens  of  Aleppo,  once  in  12  or  13  years.  As  far  as  I  can  find,  there  is 
but  little  difference  between  the  prefent  malignant  fever,  and  what  is  com¬ 
monly  called  the  plague  j  the  fooner  therefore  we  get  from  hence,  the 
better  * **. 

Mr.  Doidge  is  much  out  of  order ;  his  appetite  falls  off,  and  he  fweats 
profufely  :  I  ordered  him  an  emetic.  I  found  myfelf  not  fo  well  to-day,  as 
of  late  i  my  legs  fail  me,  with  a  general  and  great  laffitude. 

I  was  taken  this  morning  with  a  Diarrhoea,  lofs  of  appetite,  &c. — Mr. 
Doidge  is  much  in  the  fame  ftate  as  yefterday ;  he  takes  tincture  of  bark, 

*  “  This  unhappy  country  for  fix  years  paft  has  been  in  a  very  terrible  fituation,  afflifted  du- 

**  ring  the  greateft  part  of  that  time  with  many  of  the  Almighty’s  feverelt  fcourges.  Its  trou- 
**  bles  were  ulhered  in  by  a  very  fharp  winter  in  1756-7,  which  deltroyed  almolt  all  the  fruits 
**  of  the  earth.  The  cold  was  fo  very  intenfe,  that  the  mercury  of  Fahrenheit^  thermometer, 
“  expofed  a  few  minutes  to  the  open  air,  funk  entirely  into  the  ball  of  the  tube.  Millions 
“  of  olive  trees,  that  had  withftood  the  feverity  of  fifty  winters,  were  blafted  in  this,  and 
“  thoufands  of  fouls  periftied  merely  through  cold.  The  failure  of  the  crop  the  fucceeding 
“  harveft  occafioned  an  univerfal  fcarcity,  which  in  this  country  of  indolence  and  oppreffion, 
(where  provifion  is  only  made  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  where,  literally  fpeaking,  no  man 
is  fure  of  reaping  what  he  has  fown)  foon  introduced  a  famine^  with  all  its  attendant  mi- 
“  feries.  7’he  Ihocking  accounts  related  to  me  on  this  fubjedt,  would  appear  fabulous,  were 
“  they  not  confirmed  by  numberlefs  eye-witnefies,  both  Europeans  and  natives.  In  many 
**  places  the  inhabitants  were  driven  to  fuch  extremities,  that  women  were  known  to  eat  their 
“  own  children,  as  foon  as  they  expired  in  their  arms,  for  want  of  nouriftiment. — Numbers 
“  of  perfons  from  the  mountains  and  villages  adjacent  came  daily  to  Aleppo,  to  offer  their 
“  wives  and  children  to  fale  for  a  few  dollars,  to  procure  a  temporary  fubilftence  for  them- 
*'  felves  :  and  hourly  might  be  feen  in  our  ftreets,  dogs  and  human  creatures  fcratching  to- 
“  gether  on  the  fame  dunghill,  and  quarrelling  for  a  bone  or  piece  of  carrion,  to  allay  their 
“  hunger.  A  peftilence  followed  clofe  to  the  heels  of  the  famine,  which  lulled  the  greateft 
“  part  of  1758,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  fwept  away  50  or  60  thouiand  fouls  in  this  city  and 
“  its  environs. — I  blefs  God,  I  was  not  a  fpedlator  of  this  complicated  feene  of  mifery  :  the 
very  defeription  of  it  muft  diftrefs  a  compaflionate  difpofition  ;  the  fight  of  it  muft  have 
“  made  an  impreffion  on  an  heart  of  flint.”  Philof.  Tranjaaions,  1763. 

For  a  defeription  oi  Aleppo,  and  its  difeafes,  fee  Dodor  RuJeWi  treatife. 
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with  elixir  of  vitriol.  Mr.  Holloway^  the  chaplain  of  the  facflory,  was  fo  far 
recovered  of  his  late  indifpofition,  as  to  be  able  to  perform  divine  fervice 
to  day  ”,  we  all  with  much  gratitude  and  devotion  offered  up  our  thanks  to 
God-  for  our  fafe  arrival  here,  after  fo  long,,  painful,  and  dangerous  a 
journey. 

We  put  into  the  confurs  hands,  fome  little  prefents,  intended  for  the 
good  fathers  at  Diarbekir:,  as  a  fmall  teftimony  of  our  gratitude  for  the  kind 
offices  they  did  us  in  our  diftrefs.  We  alfo  left  with  the  fame  gentleman, 
our  belt  compliments  and  thanks  to  every  one  of  our  other  friends  .upon 
the  road,  defiring  our  countrymen  to  behave  kindly  to  them  for  our  fakes, 
fiiould  they  have  opportunity.  To-day  likewife,  but  with  great  reluc¬ 
tance,  we  fent  a  prefent  of  a  gold  watch  to  Abdallah  Bajha.  This,  or 
fomeching  of  equal  value,  had  been  demanded  of  our  Dragoman  his 
minifter.  We  for  fome  time  determined  not  to  give  it ;  but  applying 
to  Mr.  Drummond  for  his  advice,  he  told  us,  that  as  it  had  been  de^ 
manded,  we  could  not,  confident  with  the  intereft  of  future  travellers,  do 
otherwife  than  fend  it.  Abdallah  therefore  had  the  watch,  and^we  (in  our 
opinion  )  a  full  difcharge  of  every  obligation  we  owed  him  for  all  thofe 
*  high  marks  of  refpedt,  favour,  and  protedlion,  which  he  pretended  he  had- 
conferred  upon  us.  The  Kahier  and  under  fervants  had  alfo  prefents  from 
us,  but  with  this  difference,  that,  w'hat  we  parted  with- to  them,j.  was  with 
the  greateff  alacrity. 

As  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  Teemed  to  be  the  moft  proper  place  for  us  to  get 
a’paffage  down  the  Strei^hts^  we  refolved  to  proceed  thither :  and  as  Mr. 
Barofi's  affairs  call  him  to  Latichea^  we  fhall  fet  out  with  him  this 
evening  for  that  city  •,  it  being  the  neareft  port  for  taking  boat  for 
Cyprus.  I  was  dill  fo  much  out  of  order,  that  nothing  but  the  earned 
defire  of  getting  one  dep  farther  towards  my  native  country,  could  pof- 
fibly  induce  rpe  to  leave  this  place.  B.’.t  the  “  Amor  Patri^*^  gets  the 
better  of  every  other  confideration.  yix.  Doidge  this  afternoon  addreffed  two^ 
letters  to  -  Meff.  Shaw  and  Garden.,  complaining  bitterly  off  the  treacherous 
behaviour  of  Cojee  Raphael. 

The  lad  perfon  we  took  leave  of  at  Aleppo.,  was  our  very  worthy  and 
-faithful  Aga-,  to  whom,  befides  the  500  piadres  we  promifed  him,  we 
gave  fuch  additional  prefents  as  would  have  made  him  perle<5lly  happy,, 
had  he  not  been  apprehenfive  of  being  robbed  of  them  when  he  re¬ 
turned  back  to  Baghdad,  by  the  very  Kahier  who  engaged  hini  in  our  fervice. 
It  is  a  maxim  of  Purkijh  policy,  that  their  great  men  having  purchafed 
their  offices  at  an  immenfe  expence,  fiiali  be  allowed  to  lick  themfelves 
whole,  by  plundering  the  effe(51:s  of  thofe  who  live  under  tiiern  and  hereby 
the  great  end  of  their  empire  is  mod  effeftuaily  ferved,  wh  ^h  is,  to  break 
the  fpirits  of  the  generality  of  the  people  by  heavy  exadions,  and  to 
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^75^*  accuftom  them  to  bear  all  manner  of  injuftice  and  oppreflion  with  a  perfect 
fubmiflion. 

At  half  paft  four  in  the  afternoon  we  all  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
left  the  city  of  Aleppo  \  for  the  firll  hour  and  half  we  were  accompanied 
by  the  conful,  and  almoft  all  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Englijh  factory, 
whofe  horfes  and  furniture  made  a  gay  appearance.  We  then  halted  at  a 
well  of  good  water,  where  we  drank  a  parting  glafs  in  wine  or  punch,  ex¬ 
changed  a  mutual  huzza^  and  then  pronounced  Vale^  farewell  not  with¬ 
out  the  lively  hope  of  meeting  again  at  fome  future  period  in  our  native 
country. 

Santaman.  "We  kept  on  a  S.  S.  W.  courfe,  and  at  half  paft  eight,  pitched  our  tent 
by  the  fide  of  a  river  very  near  to  a  Kaun^  and  not  far  from  a  village 
called  Cantaman.  Poor  Mr.  Holloway  made  it  a  point  to  accompany  us  thus 
far,  though  he  now  is,  and  has  been  in  an  ill  ftate  of  health  for  the  laft 
two  years.  We  moft  fincerely  wifti  him  a  perfect  recovery;  for  nobody 
can  help  efteeming  fo  worthy,  fenfible,  and  pious  a.  man. 

Aaguft  15.  At  five  in  the  morning  we  again  mounted  our  horfes,  and  after  having  taken 
an  affedionate  leave  of  Mr.  Holloway,  we  purfued  a  W.  S.  W.  S.  W.  and 
S.  S.  W.  courfe,  for  eight  hours,  over  a  ftony  road  :  w^e  then  got  to  a  vil- 

Bekish  lage  named  Beni/Jo,  feated  on  a  hill.  In  our  way  hither,  we  left  feveral 

village.  other  fmall  places,  both  on  our  right  and  left.  The  two  laft  hours  palfed 

away  very  unhappily,  efpecially  w'ith  myfelf,  my  man  Alexander,  and  my 
poor  grey  horfe,  which  was  one  of  the  two,  Baron  Kniphaufen  nad  prefented 
us  with  at  Karec,  The  mafter  was  ready  to  fink  under  a  very  excruciating 
pain  in  his  fide,  the  fervant  complained  of  being  worfe  in  his  bowels,  and 
the  poor  horfe  was  feized  in  fo  violent  a  manner  as  to  fall  down  in  the  road; 
his  agonies  were  fuch,  that  at  one  time  we  determined,  out  of  compaflion, 
and  from  a  perfuafion  that  he  never  could  get  up  again,  to  Ihoot  him ; 
,after  however  he  had  lain  about  an  hour,  he  fo  far  recovered  as  to  be  able 
to  get  flowly  to  this  place.  The  pain  in  my  fide  continued  fo  bad,  that 
Mr.  Bigot  drew  fome  blood  from  my  arm,  fomented  the  part  alfedled  with 
hot  water,  and  rubbed  in  fome  mercurial  ointment.  In  the  evening,  I  took 
a  mercurial  pill,  with  opium,  and  diluted  freely. 

Auguft  16.  1  find  myfelf  better  this  morning,  but  not  fo  well  as  to  proceed  in 

my  journey.  My  cafe  is  bilious,  for  every  copious  difeharge  of  the  in- 
teftinal  tube  gives  me  immediate  relief  in  the  hepatic  duds,  and  lobes  of 
the  liver.  Alexander,  and  the  other  faithful  companion  of  my  travels,  my 
grey  horfe,  are  alfo  better. 

AuguH  17.  This  morning  I  was  prevailed  upon  to  offer  my  medical  advice  for  the 
relief  of  a  fick  youth,  the  fon  of  the  *Burk  whofe  roof  we  are  under;  but 
at  noon,  was  told  by  the  father,  with  the  moft  perfed  compofure,  that  “  His 
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fen  is  gone  to  Paradife''  About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a  1758^. 
traveller  entered  the  village,  who,  a  few  hours  before,  had  been  robbed  by 
two  armed  fellows  of  1 60  piaftres. 

At  half  paft  five  we  fet  off  from  Benijh^  and  travelled  four  hours  and 
half  through  an  extenfive  grove  of  dead  olive-trees,  which  had  been  killed 
by  the  feverity  of  the  winter  in  the  year  1756.  This  plantation  brought 
us  near  to  the  large  village  of  Eadlip^  whofe  environs  are  fertile  in  corn  Eadlit, 
and  tobacco.  Here  are  allb  plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  preferved  for 
the  Silk-worm.  By  twelve  at  night,  we  had  paffed  by  a  high  hill  or  moun¬ 
tain,  and  entered  upon  a  large  plain,  called  Roudge,  where  is  a  well  of 
water,  and  from  whence  we  difeovered  feveral  fires  at  a  diftance,  w'hich 
our  fervants  told  ns  belonged  to  fome  encampments  of  Arabs,  though  they 
appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  burning  of  ftubble  or  weeds.  We 
fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  tarried  longer  here,  but  our  country  attend¬ 
ants  grew  uneafy,  knowing  it  to  be  the  molt  dangerous  fpot,  and  the  moll 
infefted  by  robbers  of  any  in  the  whole  way  between  Aleppo  and  Latichea. 

We  therefore  armed  ourfelves,  and  proceeded  in  a  more  regular  order 
than  we  had  done  before. 

At  two  in  the  morning  we  had  gotten  over  the  plain,  and  reached 
a  watch-houfe,  placed  on  the  fide  of  a  rock  to  our  right.  Here  a  party 
of  foldiers  is  always  ftationed,  .  intended  to  proteft  travellers  palTing 
this  way,  who  upon  this  account,  are  obliged  to  pay  a  toll.  It  was 
at  firft  demanded  of  us  for  every  man  and  beall-,  but  upon  their 
being  told  that  we  were  Englijhmen,  we  were  fulfered  to  pafs  on,  making  a 
prefent  of  but  one  Sequin  to  t1?c  commanding  officer.  At  half  pall  four 
we  got  to  the  village  Sboger,  greatly  fatigued  with  a  journey  of  eleven  hours,  Shogsr. 
in  which  we  took  many  different  courfes.  S.  one  hour;  S.  W.  three; 

S.  S.  W.  two  and  a  quarter;  W.  and  W.  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  W.  four  and  three 
quarters.  We  put  up  at  a  Caravanferah,  not  chufing  to  be  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  making  prefents,  which  mull  have  been  the  cafe,  had  we  taken 
an  apartment  in  the  governor’s  palace. 

Shoger  is  by  no  means  an  inconfiderable  place.  It  has  a  governor,  a  - 
man  of  fome  confequence,  who  is  not  appointed  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  but  < 
by  a  private  lord  ;  the  revenues  of  the  village,  and  the  country  near  it,  - 
being  by  the  imperial  bounty,  the  property  of  a  Vizier  family.  Here  are 
fome  Mofques  with  Minarets,  all  feated  on  a  hill. 

Juft  before  we  arrived  at  this  village,  we  paffed  over  the  river  Orontes,  Orontes  river, 
by  a  ftone-bridge  of  feven  or  eight  arches.  The  biidge  is  the  largeft  we  had 
crolfed  for  fome  time  ;  for  though  the  river  is  in  general  not  very  wide, 
yet  at  this  place  it  occupies  a  large  fpace,  owing  to  a  confiderable 
ifland  in  the  midft  of  it,  which  occalions  the  water  to  I'pread  and  become 
quite  lhallow.  The  bridge  is  about  forty  yards  over;  but  a  little  below, 
the  Orontes  is  not  more  than  twenty  yards  broad.  From  the  accounts  given 
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1758.  by  ancient  writers,  I  had  fancied  the  to  be  a  much  larger  river, 

^  found  it  to  be.  Ovid  mentions  it  with  the  moft  confider- 

able  rivers  in  the  then  known  world. 

Arfit  ,et  Euphrates  Babylonius,  arfit 
“  Thermodonque  citus,  Gangefque,  &  Phafis,  &  Ifter. 

“  .Nilus  in  extremum  fugit  perterritus  Orbem, 

Occnluitque  caput,  quod  adhuc  latet.  Oftia  feptem 
‘‘  Pulverulenta  vatant  feptem  fine  flumine  valles. 

“  Fors  eadem  Ifmarios  Hebrum  cum  Strymone  ficcat, 

“  Hefperiofque  amnes,  Rhenum,  Rhodanumque,  Padumquc 
Cuique  fuit  rerum  promilfa  potentia,  Tybrin.” 

Met.  lib.  in 

The  Orontes  abounds  in  a  variety  of  excellent  filh.  We  had  a  defire 
to  get  fome  eels,  but  were  difappointed,  although  they  are  fometimes  very 
plenty  here. 

Ikgezeek  At  fix  in  the  evening  we  left  Shoger  iov  Ingezeek,  a  village  chiefly  inhabited 
village.  hy  Greek  Chrijlians^  where  we  arrived  at  halt  pafl:  feven,  after  having  crolTcd 
a  very  large  and  high  mountain.  Our  courfe  was  W.  N.  W.  and  W.  S.  W. 
This  evejiing  we  had  a  view  of  mount  Cajius  j  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  high, 
that  on  the  top  of  it  one  may  fee  day  in  the  eaft,  and  night  in  the  weft  at 
the  fame  time.  According  to  Pliny,  the  mount  is  four  miles  high  in  a 
perpendicular  line,.  Lucan  fpeaks  of  a  mount  Cajius  near  Egypt, 

“  Lucifer  a  Cafia  profpexit  rupe,  diemque 
“  Mifit  in  iEgyptum  primo  quoque  foie  calentem. 

Lucani,  Civ.  Belli,  lib.  x. 

During  our  ftay  at  Ingezeek  we  made  ufe  of  the  Chrijlian  Papa*s  houfe, 
where  we  found  every  thing  extremely  mean.  Fortunately  for  us,  our 
conful  at  Latichea,  to  whom  Mr.  Baron  had  written  a  letter  from  Behijh, 
had  fent  hither  a  fupply  of  wine  and  provifion  for  us. 

Aoguft  19.  We  left  Ingezeek  about  fix  this  morning,  and  travelled  over  fuch  high 
mountains,  that  if  we  had  occafion  to  write  a  letter  from  hence,  we  might 
with  great  propriety  have  dated  \x.,  from  the  clouds,  which  were  flying  much 
below  as  well  as  above  us.  Thefc  mountains  have  a  great  plenty  of  trees 
and  Ihrubs  growing  on  them.  The  fir,  live-oak,  crab-apple,  and  pear, 
are  among  the  trees,  and  the  myrtle  among  the  Ihrubs. — We  found  the 
air  here  very  (harp,  and  fometimes  damp.  At  eleven  we  refted  near  a 
watch-houfe,  and  continued  there  till  four  in  the  afternoon.  We  were 
Ihcltered  by  a  fine  grove  of  fycamores,  and  a  pleafant  ftream  of  water  ran 
by  our  fide.  From  four  till  half  paft  five,  we  went  on  through  pleafant 
vales  interfered  by  rivulets,  whofe  banks  were  blooming  with  the  oleander 
and  other  flowers,  and  Ihaded  at  the  fame  time  with  mulberry-trees. 
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Hence  we  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  on  the  top  of  a  .hill  juft  before  us,  Mr.  175*. 
^eaumejler  the  Britijh  conful  ot  Latichea^  who,  with  Mr.  Jaffer  Cruter  the 
.Dragoman^  and  his  brother  a  dodlor  of  phyfic,  were  come  thus  far  to  meet  us. 

Wefoon  joined  their  company,  and  from  the  hill  we  were  raviflied  with  the 
'.tranfporting  view  of  the  Mediterranean  fea.  It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the 
joy  which  this  delightful  profpeft  gave  us,  and  how  eagefly  we  feafted  our- 
'felves  on  a  fight  which  we  had  fo  long  and  fo  palTionateiy  fighed  after.  We 
'began  now  to  think  that  all  our  difficulties  were  at  an  end,  and  the  time  not 
rfar  ‘off  when  we  fhould  be  landed  on  that  happy,  native  ffiore,  where  all 
,our  hopes  and  wilhes  centered.  We  continued  to  advance  with  our  new 
s  corn  panions  till  feven  o’clock,  having  upon  the  whole  of  this  ftage,  made 
a  W.  S.  W.  courfe ;  and  then  difmounted,  and  betook  ourfelves  to  an 
'handfome  tent,  which  the  conful  had  ordered  to  be  pitched  the  day  before, 

-purpofely  for  our  reception,  near  the  village  of  Balearea.  Here  we  found  Balearea. 
plenty  of  provifion,  but  my  indifpofition  would  not  permit  me  to  tafte 
of  it. 

We  got  on  horfeback  before  fix  in  the  morning,  travelled  till  nine,  Auguft  20. 
W.  ’by  S.  through  a  moft  agreeable  country,  abounding  in  Indian  corn, 
and  plantations  of  olive  and  mulberry-trees.  We  met  with  a  fmall  river 
alfo  in  our  way,  and  feveral  runs  of  water.  The  ground  was  quite  covered 
with  myrtle  and  oleander  buffies,  in  full  bloom.  We  alighted  at  the 
conful’s  country  houfe,  which  is  feated  on  a  hill  near  the  village  Befnada^  Besnada* 
about  two  miles  from  Latichea,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  the  lea.  From 
this  fpot  you  have  a  moft  delightful  profpefl  of  the  town,  and  of  mount  li- 
h anus ^  and  of  the  Mediterranean,  The  ifland  of  Cyprus  bears  from  this  houfe 
about  S.  W.  and  is  diftant  twenty  leagues. 


The  conful’s  country  houfe  at  Befnada,  was  ftored  with  every  kind  of  Auguft  23, 
refreftiment,  and  we  flattered  ourfelves  that  notwithftanding  our  long  and 
fatiguing  journey  *,  we  Ihould  all  be  fpeedily  reftored  to  our  former  health 
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1758*  Vigour  j  but  though  we  have  now  been  here  three  days,  to  our  great 

c  mortification,  Mr.  Dcidge^  Mr.  Pye^  and  myfelf,  ftill  find  ourfelves  exceed¬ 

ingly  out  of  order.  Our  whole  party  however,  except  Mr.  Pigot  and 
felf,  made  a  Ihift  to  get  to  Latkhea  yefterday  with  the  conful.  They 
learnt  there,  that  his  majefty’s  fhip  the  Amhufcade  Captain  Gwyn,  is  now  at 
Cyprus,  to  which  ifland  he  has  lately  carried  a  fmall  French  prize. 

Augull  24.,  Mr.  Doidge  and  I,  in  confequence  of  the  above  intelligence,  wrote  each. 

of  us  a  letter  to  Captain  Gwyn  at  Cyprus  \  likewife  two  others  addrefied 
to  the  fame  officer  at  Scanderoon,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  Amhuf¬ 
cade  might  poffibly  have  left  Cyprus  for  this  laft  place.  Mr.  Doidge  wrote 
alfo  to  Captain  Evans  of  the  Prefion  at  Scanderoon.  Thefe  letters  related 
to  our  future  proceedings,  and  Mr.  Doidge'^s  were  directed  on  “  his  Majefty’s 
fervice.” 

Auguft  27.  This  evening  our  good  friend  Mr.  Baron  left  us  in  his  way  back  to- 
Aleppo  *,  he  will  foon  proceed  to  Scanderoon  to  fucceed  Mr.  Browrp  as  conful,. 
the  latter  being  appointed  fuccefibr  to  Mr.  Drummond  at  Aleppo,  when  he 
ftiall  return  for  England. 

Monday,  Mr.  Pye  was  feized  yefterday  afternoon  with  troublefome  blotches  all 
^Auguft  28.  over  his  body,  and  an  univerfal  itching  of  the  Ikin.  Laft  night  he 
fainted,  but  recovered  again  upon  being  carried  into  the  open  air..  This 
morning  he  took  an  emetic,  but  has  not  been  well  all  day.  His  flcin  is 
inflamed  and  fwoln,  and  his  pulfe  naturally  loft,  now  labours  greatly.  At 
night  he  took  the  third  part  of  a  paper  of  Dr.  Jamesh  powder :  this 
Auguft  29.  morning  we  found  him  almofl:  perfe<ftly  recovered. 

Auguft  3,1.  An  account  is  juft  come  from  Scanderoon,  that  Captain  Turner,  commander 
of  one  of  our  Turky  Ihips  there,  is  ill ;  and  that  a  malignant  diforder  pre¬ 
vails  among  the  crew,  which  has  already  carried  off  his  furgeon,  and  five 
private  men.  I  find  myfelf  rather  better  to-day,  my  bowels  are  ftill  in  a 
weak  ft^ate.,  I  bathed  this  evening  in  the  fea,  hoping  thereby  to  brace  up 
my  relaxed  conftitution. 

September  I.  The  boat  we  had  difpatched  with  our  letters  to  Cyprus,  returned  this 
morning  with  an  account,  that  Captain  Gwyn  failed  from  thence  \-eL^Wednef- 
day  fe’nnight,,  to  the  weftward.  He  is  fnppofed  to  be  gone  to  the  Eng- 
lijh  fleet  for  fait  provifions,  and  to  clean,  and  get  frefh  orders.  The  reafon 
he  gave  for  taking  this  ftep,  was,  the  little  probability  of  the  Turky  traders 
being  foon  ready  to  fail  under  his  convoy,  becaufe  of  the  plague  ftill  raging 
with  great  violence  at  Smyrna.  A  letter  from  Scanderoon,  in  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Doidge*s,  addreflTed  to  Captain  Evans,  fays,  “  We  know  not  where 
Captain  Evans  is,  and  have  not  had  the  leaft  intelligence  of  late  from 
Smyrna.^\  Mr.  Turner,  who  is  ftationed  at  Cyprus,  recommends  our 
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going  immediately  to  that  ifland,  and  from  thence  taking  our  paflage 
to  Alexandria^  from  which  port,  he  fays,  fhips  are  frequently  going  to 
Leghorn.  We  are  defirous  of  firfl:  having  fome  certain  account  of  the 
Prejiony  Captain  Evans^  who  probably  may  ftill  continue  in  thefe  feas 
to  take  under  his  convoy  a  part  of  the  Lurky  trade  :  yet  we  are  appre- 
henfive  alfo  of  his  tarrying  here  too  long  for  our  purpofe,  by  being  obliged 
to  wait  for  the  Ihips  now  lying  at  Smyrna  and  ftiould  that  be  the  cafe,  it 
is  very  polTible  that  he  will  not  arrive  in  England  before  the  fpring,  fince 
the  merchant  Ihips  cannot  begin  to  take  in  their  cargoes  till  the  plague 
has  ceafed  forty  days,  and  when  that  will  be,  God  only  knows ! 

Mr.  Doidge  has  been  treating  with  the  mafter  of  a  Ragufan  veflel  to  carry 
us  to  Malta.,  where,  we  have  not  the  lead  doubt,  but  we  lhall  meet  with 
fome  of  our  own  men  of  war  belonging  to  the  grand  fleet.  They  could 
not  however  agree  about  the  price.  The  Ragufan  at  firfl:  demanded  2500 
piaftres,  but  afterwards  came  down  to  2000  j  Mr.  Doidge  would  only  give 
him  j  500,  fo  they  parted. 

My  fellow-travellers  MefTrs  Doidge  and  Pye^  being  beyond  meafure  anxi¬ 
ous  to  arrive  in  England.,  on  account  of  the  difpatches  with  which  the 
former  is  charged  to  the  miniftry,  admiralty,  and  the  Eaji  India  company, 
and  alfo  to  fettle  our  deceafed  friend  Admiral  Watfon^s  affairs,  they  therefore 
(with  my  full  confent)  refolved  to-day  to  proceed  to  Malta  in  the  Ragufan 
veffel,  hoping,  by  this  means  to  get  to  the  commanding  officer  of  our  fleet, 
who  probably  might  think  it  expedient  to  difpatch  a  frigate  with  them  to 
England.  Lieutenant  Alms  too,  whofe  expedlation  of  preferment  preffed 
him  to  get  home  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  Mr.  Pigot,  who  wiffies  to  pur- 
fue  his  fludies  fome  months  next  winter  in  London,  determined  to  accom¬ 
pany  them. 

Having  with  pain  reflecEled  on  my  unhappy  (late  of  health,  and  the  many 
inconveniences  that  mufl:  inevitably  arife  from  fo  many  fickly  people  being 
crowded  together  in  the  cabbin  of  a  veffel  of  only  150  tuns  burthen,  I 
refolved  to  tarry  behind  in  this  place,  till  my  health  ffiall  be  better  efla- 
bliffied  ;  or  till  the  Prejion  with  the  Lurky  trade  lhall  fail  for  England,  or 
a  better  and  more  commodious  opportunity  offers  than  at  prefent. 

About  feven  this  evening,  my  dear  friends  took  a  rnofl  affedling  leave 
of  me,  and  foon  after  left  Befnada  for  Latichea.  At  eleven  they  embarked 
in  the  Ragufan  veffel,  and  immediately  let  fail,  taking  with  them  Benjamin 
Jenkins,  and  Loney  the  black  boy.  They  are  to  give  1800  piaftres  for  this 
palfage  to  Malta  but  fliould  they  on  their  arrival  at  that  ifland,  get  cer¬ 
tain  intelligence  of  our  fleet  being  only  20  or  30  leagues  to  the  weftward, 
then  the  mailer  on  his  being  applied  to,  is  to  put  them  on  board  the  admiral’s 
fliip,  and  be  paid  200  additional  piaftres. 
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This  day  arrived  here  in  the  conllil’s  boat  from  Cj’pruSj  Mr. 
young  gentleman  late  from  Leghorn  nnd.  England,  in  his  way  to  Aleppo  ^ 
where  he  is  going  to  refide  as  a  merchant,  in  the  houfe  of  Mr. ^Free. 


I  wrote  another  letter  to  Captain  Evans  of  the  Prejlon,  and’  Tent  it  tO' 
Scanderoom.  I  fent.  alfo  duplicates  of  the  fame  to  Cyprus,  to  beg  the  favour* 
of  a  paffage  in  his  Ihip.  Conful  Beaumefter  difpatched  a  Mefs  or  packeP^" 
for  Aleppo  this  afternoon  ;  I  embraced  the  opportunity  of  writing  to  Melfrs 
Drummond  and  Baron,  and  fent  by  the  fame  meflenger  a  parcel  which  Mr. 
Doidge  had  left  for  Mr.  Shaw  at  BaJ^ora. 

We  received  advice  from  Aleppo,  that  the  plague  dill  rages  at  ConfiantF 
nople,  but  had  ceafed  at  Smyrna  the  5th  of  laft  month :  the  14th  inftant  - 
thferefore  will  be  the  fortieth  day  from  its  ceflation  ;  the  fhips  at  this  ‘ 
place,  we  prefume,  will  then,  according  to  cuftom,  begin  to  take  in  their 
lading.  This  advice,  which  comes  from  one  of  our  merchants  at  Ale'ppo'i 
farther  tells  us,  that  the  Prejion,  with  the  fhips  under  her  convoy, ,  will  nof. 
be  able  to  fail  from  Smyrna  till  the  ift  of  O^ober. 

I  thank  God  I  am  much  better  to-day.  My  pains  are  gone,  and  the  flux, 
greatly  lefiened.  For  the  firft  time  I  now  drank  a  ghfs  of  -  tar- water,  and 
rode  with  the  conful  to  Latichea. 

I  continue  to  drink  tar-water>  and’ have  received  great  benefit  from  it. 

I  rode  again  to  the  town  with  the  conful,  Mr.  Prejion,  and  Mr.  Jafper  Cruter. 
This  laft  gentleman  was  fo  obliging  as  to  fhew  Mr.  Prejion  and  me,  the 
marine-yard,.,  and  the  mole  or  fmall  harbour,-  wherein  were  12  French  > 
fhips,  from  150  to  200  tuns  burthen,  whofe  employ  is  to  carry  Furkijh  goods, 
and  Jew  paffengers  from  port  to  port :  they  are  called  Caravanferahsi 
We  afterwards  vifited  the  remains  of  two  triumphal  arches,  which  are  fo 
fully  deferibed  in  Mr.  Drummond's  book  of  travels,  that  it  would  juftly  be 
deemed  impertinent  in  me  to  fay  any  thing  of  them.  We  then  paid  a  vifit 
to  Mr.  Clinkey,  who  afts  here  as  vice-conful  for  the  Dutch  and  Germans.  In 
our  way  to  this  gentleman’s  houfe,  we  pafied'  through  feveral  ftreets,  in 
which  are  colonnades  (mentioned  alfo  by  Mr.  Drummond)  and  Bazars,  or 
market-places,  kept  in  good  order. 

Latichea  is  a  pretty  large  town,  built  of  good  ftone  got  from  the  fea- 
fhore.  It  has  fix  or  feven  Mofques  with  Minarets,  and  the  houfes  are  better 
built  than  the  Furkijh  ones  are  in  general.  The  governor  is  appointed  by 
the  Bapa  of  Fripcli:  He  k-^abfolute  in  his  power,  of  which  he  has  given 
a  moft  convincing  proof  fince  our  arrival  at  Befnada,  having  ordered  three 
, criminals  to  be  impaled,  for  a  robbery  on  the  highway.  This  punifhment 
was  inflifted  immediately  upon  their  being  taken,  without  waiting  for  the 
tedious  form  of  a  trial.  r  7 -n  .. 
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My  health  continues  to  mend. — This  evening  the  whole  family  took  a- 

ride  to  the  conful’s  riew  plantation  of  mulberry  and  cotton  trees,  three  ' _ -v— -» 

miles  to  the.  northward  of  Befnada^,  and  mount  Cajtus  appeared  to  be  about  Septemb.  14. 
20  miles  diftant  from  it. 

*  N 

To  the  N‘.  Ei  of  Latichea^  for  fbme  miles,  all  the  rocks  near  the  fea 
Ihew  the  remains  of  ancient  workmanlhip.  Large  excavations  are  tO  be 
feen  in  many  of  them,  which  Mr.  Drummond  very  properly  fuppofes  to  have 
been  chiefly  Catacombs  or  tombs  for  the  dead,  though  fome  of  them  appeared’ 
to  me,  to  have  been  rather  grottos  for  the  living.  The  conful  and  his^ 
company  entertained'  us  to-day  with  the  Gereed.  The  figs  are  now  ripe, 
and  in  confequcnde  we  have  great  plenty  of  Becoa-ficca  birds  and  Ortolans. 

They  are  about  the  fize  of  a  btiil-finch,  exceedingly  fat,- and  the-tafteof 
their  flelh  is  generally  efteemed  as  exquifitely  goodi 

I  had  the.  mortification  to  hear  to-day  from  the  belonging  to  the  Septemb.  16/ 

conful’s  boat,  that  by  letters  received- from  Smyrna  of  the  21ft  ult.  the 
plague  then  continued  to  rage  there,  and  that  it  had  made  its  way  into  the* 
neighbouring  iflands.  If  this  be  true,  hoW'  diftant  yet  are  my  hopes  of 
getting  to  England ! 

Letters  re^ceived  this  day  from  Mr.  Drummontf  bring  no  public'’ news:  He  Septemb.  17. 
fays,  he  writes  in  hafte,  and  intends  detaining  the  paclcet,  till  letters  ar¬ 
rive  from  Confiantirwple^  which  are  daily  expefted. 

went  this  day  to  LaticJdeay  and  there  learned,  that  two  Englijh  Monday, 
privateers  were  arrived  at  Cyprus \  and  that  two  French  merchant  fliips  Septemb.  18. 
alfo  had  put  in  there,  only  eleven  days  in  their  paflTage  i'r om  Marfeilles.  -In 
a  letter  received  by  Mr.  Beaumejler  from  Mr.  Conful  Drummond^  the  conful 
adviled,  that  he  defigns  being  at  Latichea  in  the  beginning  of  OSiober^  from 
whence  he  intends  going  on  board  Captain  FurneFs,  fhip,  and  failing  in  it 
under  convoy  to  England.  This  circumftance  gives  me  frefli  hope  of  the 
plague  having  ceafed,  and  of  the  fpeedy  failing  of  the  Prejbon  man  of  war. 

This  evening  at  ten  o’clock.  Mr.  Prejlon  fet  out  ^ox  Aleppo.  Mr.  Free 
had  fent  a  fervant  and  horfes  for  him,  and  Mr.  Jafper  Cruter  the  Brar 
goman.^  accompanied  him. 

We  took  another  ride  to  where,  to  the  furprize  of  the  conful,  Septemb.  sa. 

he  learnt,  that  his  uncle  Mr.  P urnel  {bxoihtr  to  the  gentleman  of  that  name 
at  Bajfora,  and  predecelTor  as  conful  and  merchant  to  his  nephew  here)  was 
juft  arrived  from  England^  but  laft  from  Leghorn.  He  travelled  through  < 

France  and  Italy. 

We  flept  laft  night  at  Latichea,  where  I  found  the  air  much  warmer  than  Septemb.  21. 
here  at  Befnada.  Every  body  complained  of  it  *,  but  as  it- was  not  by  any 
means  to  be  compared  with  what  ,1  had  lately  felt,  I  was  not  in  the  leaft  in-' 

commoded. 
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commoded.-^The  houfe,  ever  fince  Mr.  Purnel  arrived,  hath  been  fiall.of 
vifitors,  compofed  of  the  chief  ’Turks  of  Latichea. 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter  I  received  this  morning  from  Mr.  "Drum¬ 
mond. 

“  I  wifli  your  brother  travellers  a  happy  voyage,  but  am  extremely 
“  forry  you  was  not  able  to  go  with  them.  A  Swede,  now  lying  at  Scan- 
“  deroon,  may  poffibly  get  fome  goods  for  Leghorn.  If  that  Ihould  be 
‘‘  the  cafe,  I  would  advife  you  by  all  means  to  go  in  her. 

“  At  Cyprus  you  lie  in  the  way  of  all  that  offers ;  and  were  I  there  with 
“  my  bufmefs  finifhed,  I  fhould  certainly  move  off  with  the  firfl  veffel;  for 
“  God  knows  whether  we  may  fee  a  convoy  fooner  than  the  end  of  No~ 
“  'u ember. 

“  At  prefent  my  affairs  are  fp  uncertain,  that  I  dare  not  think  of  .form- 
“  ing  any  fcheme  one  way  or  the  other.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
“  German  roads  in  winter,  but  I  was  then  young.  In  any  fhape,  your 
“  company  would  be  a  pleafure  to  me  ;  but  I  carry  no  fervant  farther  than 
“  Cyprus,  for  they  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  a  traveller.  Were  I  to  go  by  Leg- 
“  horn,  I  fhould  chufe  the  Swijs  road,  but  all  at  prefent,  with  me,  is  build- 
“  ing  caflles  in  the  air. 

“  I  know  you  have  many  reafons  for  wifhing  yourfelf  at  home ;  I  there- 
“  fore  hope  you  will  meet  with  fome  good  opportunity,  without  a  thought 
“  of  me,  who  feem  in  no  fhape  my  own  mafter. — Nothing  promifes  more 
“  to  make  you  eafy,  than  the  Swede  I  have  before-mentioned.’* 

As  Meff.  Drummond  and  Purnel  are  both  of  opinion,  that  Leghorn  is  the 
place  I  ought  to  go  to ;  and  fince  the  convoy  probably  will  not  be  ready 
till  the  end  of  November,  and  both  myfelf  and  fervant  are  now  in  tolerable 
health,  I  refolved  to  fet  out  for  Cyprus  as  foon  as  polfible  ;  hoping  we  fhali 
be  better  able  to  encounter  the  cold  of  the  Alps  in  the  winter,  than  we  were 
the  exceffive  heats  of  Turky  lafl  fummer. 

Yeflerday  I  rode  out  in  'the  evening  with  Me’ff.  Purnel  and  Eeaumejler^ 
To-day  1  wrote  a  letter  of  compliments  and  thanks  in  my  own  and  fellow- 
travellers  names,  to  Ematiuel,  bifhop  of  Babylon  -,  and  another  to  Mr.  Shaw 
at  Bajfcra  j  putting  them  under  the  care  of  Conful  Drummond. 

A  Leghornefe  being  bound  to  Cyprus,  I  agreed  to  take  my  paffage  in  her 
to  that  ifland,  and  fent  on  board  my  baggage.  Mr.  Beaumejier  was«.fo 
obliging  as  to  accept  of  the  two  horfes,  which  Baron  Kniphaufen  made  us  a 
prefent  of.  In  the  evening  I  wrote  a  letter,  and  fent  it  in  a  boat  to  Cy¬ 
prus, 
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fruSi  to  Mr.  T* t)egging  the  favour  of  him  to  fecure  me  a  paliage  in 
the  Swede  bound  to  Leghorn, 

A  Mefs^  juft  now  arrived  from  Mr.  Jafper  Cruter  at  Aleppo,,  brings  the 
melancholy  news  of  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hollozvay,,  and  of  the  very 
dangerous  ftate  of  Mr.  Conful  Browne,,  juft  returned  thither  from  Scanderoon,, 
where  he  caught  the  infedion.  Mr.  Cruter  in  his  letter  informs  us  alfo, 
that  the  plague  ceafed  at  Smyrna  the  20th  of  Augufi,,  but  that  the  Prejlon 
is  blocked  up  there  by  three  French  fliips  of  war.  That  Captain  Gzvyn  is 
ordered  to  fail  to  her  affiftance,  but  as  his  ftup  the  Ambufcade  is  gone  to 
tlie  weftward,  thofe  orders  probably  will  never  reach  him. 

The  wind  hath  been,  and  ftill  continues  foul  for  Cyprus  ;  which  circum-- 
ftance,  (as  I  have  fome  return  of  my  bilious  complaints)  is  not  unlucky; 
and  I  am  told,  that  the  Swede  will  not  fail  for  Leghorn  in  lefs  than  three 
weeks. 

The  wind  is  now  fair  for  our  failing,  and  I  am  in  all  refpeds  ready  to 
embark ;  but  the  veffel  has  not  taken  in  her  water,  and  the  Italians  will 
do  no  work  on  a  Sunday. 

By  the  conful’s  boat,  which  arrived  this  day  from  Cyprus,  I  had  the  fatis- 
fadion  to  receive  the  two  following  letters. 

Cyprus,  1 2  th  of  September. 

FOUR  days  after  we  left  you,  my  dear  Ned,  we  arrived  at  this  place. 
“  The  news  we  firll:^  learnt  here,  was,  that  the  fhips  were  admitted  to 
“  prattique  at  Smyrna,  and  that  the  Prejlon  was  gone  .thither  from  Scio,  in 
“  confequence  of  it.  About  tliree  hours  after  (lie  got  in,  three  French 
“  (hips  of  war  arrived,  who  had  been  lying  in  wait  for  her.  One  of 
“  them  carried  64  guns,'  the  other  two  were  frigates.  This  news  came  by 
“  letter  from  Smyrna,  and  Mr.  1'urner  affures  me,  it  may  be  depended  on  *, 
“  fo  that  in  all  probability,  the  Prejlon  will  be  blocked  up  till  a  reinforee- 
“  raent. comes  from  the  fleet;  and  that  will  not  be,  perhaps,  till  we  carry 
“  this  news’  to  thehadrniral.  ^But- the  captains  of  two*  privateers  who 
“  came  in  yefterday,  give  us  hopes  ' that  the  Prejlon  will  fail  very  foon,  for 
“  they  fpoke  with  a  b^oat  in  their  pafiage  hither,  who  told  them,  the  cap- 
“  tain  of  the  Prejlon  had  fent  to  Scio  for  a  pilot  to  carry  him  out  of  Smyrna, 
“  and  that  the  French  fhips  were  certainly  gone  off  the  ftation  :  If  this  latter 
“  account  fhould  prove, true,  it  will  not  belong  I<  hope  before  you  hear  of  the 
“  Prejlonh  being  at  Scanderoon.  If-however  you  do  not  hear  of  her  foon, 
“  there  will  be  an  opportunity  of  going  down  in  the  Swede,  which  is  now  at 
“  Scanderoon  ',  fhe  will  ftop  here,  and  proceed  from  hence  to  Leghorn,  where 
“  I  hear  you  may  be  certain  of  meeting  fome  of  our  cruifers,  as  that  is 
y*  the  port  our  fleet  in  common  vidual  at.  I  have  deflred  Mr.  F urner  to 
*  2  “  fend 
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1755*  ‘‘  word  as  foon  as  the  Swede  arrives,  by  a  boat  on  purpofe,  if  ^n© 

. — »  “  other  opportunity  fliould  offer  at  the  time ;  this  appears  to  me  the  only 
“  chance  you  have  to  get  home  .this  year.  Pray  God  your  health  may 
“  enable  you  to  embrace  it  !  .As  for  our  ftate  and  condition,  it  ftands 

“  thus. - has  a -voracious  appetite,  but  nothing  agrees  with  him  -,  every 

“  thing  turns  four  in  his,ftomach,  and  yet  he  is  too  wife  to  take  a  vomit. 

- by  hisDwn  idlenefs  in  lying  upon.the  deck  one  night,  brought  on  his 

‘‘  ague  and  fever. - is  as  ufual,  neither  ‘fick  nor  furry.  And  as  for  my 

«  part,  I  am  not  fick  enough  to  complain,  nor  well  enough  to  be  jolly. 
“  I  have  had  an  ugly  pain  in  my  right  fide,  fo  very  acute  at  nights,  that 
“  I  can’t  lie  on  my'left :  this  founds  very  odd,  but  it  is  even  fo  j  however, 
“  as  I  have  no  fymptom  of  a  fever,  I  hope  it  does  not  proceed  from  an  * 
“  inflammation  of  the  liver :  tar  water  and  moderation,  I  hope  w’ill  relieve 
me,  and  carry  me  home  at  laft  fafe  and  found.  Pray  donk  you  ne- 
gledt  to  drink  it*,  depend  upon  it,  ’twill  be  of  benefit  to  you. 

“If  you  Ihould  go  home  in  the  Swede  ^  you  need  not  be  afraid  of  fpending  a 
little  time  here;  you  will  find  the  air  agreeable,  and  the  gentle  exercife 
.of  an  one-horfe  chaife  will  do  you  good,  which  will  be  entirely  at  your 
“  command,  every  morning  and  evening :  you  will  find  Mr.  Turner  a  very 
“  honeft,  good-natured  young  gentleman,  who  will  chearfully  do  every 
“  thing  in  his  power  to  oblige  you.  Should  you  have  any  opinion  of  this 
“  Swedey  I  would  advife  you  to  fend  a  mefienger  to  Scanderoon^,  on  pur- 
“  pofe,  to  know  if  Ihe  touches  at  Cyprus^  and  when  fhe  will  be  here ;  by 
“  this  you  will  be  better  able  to  take  your  meafurcs,  than  by  waiting  for 
“  a  boat  of  advice  from  hence,  as  her  paffage  may  be  uncertain. 

“  I  was  in  hopes  we  ihould  have  been  able  to  have  left  this  ifland 
“  to-morrow,  but  now  am  afraid  it  will  not  bt  ’till  the  day  after.  Our 
“  captain  appears  to  be  a  good-natured  fellow,  we  do  juft  as  we  pleafe  : 
“  I  wiffi  to  God  I  it  had  been  right  and  fit  for  you  to  have  been  with  us^ 
“  however,  when  you  do  embark,  I  hope  you  will  have,  in  every  refpedt, 
“  an  agreeable  paffage,  and  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  meet  again 
“  in  dear  Old  England. I  from  whence  I  hope  neither  of  usv/ill  ever  depart 
“  again. 

“  All  our  party  defire  their  kindeft  compliments  to  you.  Mr.  Turner 
“  begs  you  will  accept  his  *,  and  as  my  friend,  he  hopes  you  will  without 
“  ceremony,  make  his  houfe  your  own,  while  you  continue  at  Cyprus^ 
“  Pray  remember  us  all  moft  heartily  to  Mr.  Beaumefter,  Jafper  Crutery  and 
“  the  Dodor  •,  and  be  affured  yourfelf,  my  dear  friend,  nobody  loves  and 
.efteems  you  more  than 

Your  truly  feithful 

aJid  affedlonate 

H.  Doidge.’* 
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Alms  has  left  his  great  broad  fword  behind  him,  which  he  defires  you 
will  enquire  about,  and  take  care  of :  pray  tell  Mr.  Beaumejler^  that 
“  the  Turkijh  cuftom-houfe  officer,  who  took  my  piftols  out  of  my  cheft, 
“  has  not  returned  them  *,  I  beg  he  will  enquire  into  it  i  and  I  think  ’twould 
“  be  but  juftice  if  fuch  a  rafcal  could  be  made  an  example  of,  andpuniflaed 
“  for  the  robbery, 

“  Mr.  "Turner  defires,  when  you  arrive  in  the  road,  you’ll  fend  him  a 

note,  he  then  will  be  ready  at  the  landing  place  to  receive  you  in  his 

chaife*,  don’t  neglecSt  doing  this,  as  his  houfe  is  half  a  mile  from  the 
“  water-fide,  and  you’ll  find  it  difagreeable  walking. 

“  Once  more,  adieu. 

“  H.  D.’* 

“  Sir,  Cyprus^  15  Sepfemhr^  1758. 

“  I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to  fend  you  the  inclofed  letter  from  our 
friend  Mr.  Doidge,  who  failed,  with  all  his  company,  laft  night,  with  a 
“  fair  wind  ;  I  take  the  liberty  to  offer  you  my  houfe,  wherein  you  will 
“  meet  an  hearty  welcome.  When  you  arrive  in  port,  pleafe  to  ftay  on 
“  board  the  (hip  or  boat  which  brings  you,  until  you  fend  me  a  note,  that 

‘‘  my  chaife  may  be  at  the  marine  to  receive  you.  I  hear  that  there  is  a 

“  Swede  now  at  Scanderoon  taking  in  part  of  her  loading  for  Leghorn^  and  to 
‘‘  fill  up  here.  I  believe  it  would  be  proper  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  Scan^ 
“  deroon  to  know  the  truth  of  this  report,  by  which  you  may  take  your 
“  meafures :  but  I  think  at  all  events,  your  being  here  as  foon  as  poflible 
“  would  be  beft,  for  this  port  is  more  in  the  track  for  Ihips  for  Europe^ 
“  than  Latichea.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  Sir, 

“  Your  devoted  humble  fervant, 

•  Tjmo.  Turner.** 

“  Mr.  Doidge's  exercife  twice  a  day  in  the  chaife,  relieved  him  greatly  of 
“  his  pain  in  the  fidej  a  few  days  more  he  imagined  would  have  perfefted 
“  his  cure.’* 

The  pifiols,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Doidge^s  letter,  as  taken  out  of  his  trunk 
by  the  T urkijh  cuftom-houfe  officer,  were  returned  fo  me  by  the  conful, 
who  complained  of  it  to  the  governor  ♦,  but  as  almoft  all  the  Turks  in  office, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  are  reputed  to  be  rogues  (and  with  too  much 
juftice)  probably  this  pilfering  Aga  will  fuffer  no  other  punifhment,  but  the 
mortification  he  has  already  experienced,  of  being  obliged  to  part  with 
what,  for  a  few  days,  he  looked  upon  as  his  own  property,  however  unjuftly 
acquired. 
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This  evening,  about  ten  o’clock,  I  bid  adieu  to  my  good  friends,  the 
conful,  and  his  uncle  Mr.  Ptirnel.  I  am  beyond  meafure  obliged  to  both 
for  the  great  civilities  they  have  conferred  upon  me  during  my  ftay  at  Bef- 
nada  and  hatichea^  but  more  particularly  to  the  conful,  for  having  provided 
me  with  many  neceflfaries  for  my  voyage,  and  encumbred  himfelf  and  his 
houfe  with  taylors,  &c.  for  my  fervice. 


At  eleven  I  embarked  on  board  the  Elena  Fortunata  brig,  Giovanni  Faddei 
mafter.  Mr.  Nun^  an  Irijh  gentleman  is  the  mate,  and  Monf.  Rey,  a 
Frenchman  the  pilot.  The  brig  carries  eight  hands,  and  two  guns,  half- 
pounders.  At  twelve  we  fet  fail  for  Cyprus^  with  a  fair  breeze  from  the 
caft.  At  funfet  the  next  day,  twelve  minutes  before  fix,  the  ifland  of  Cyprus 
was  feen  by  our  people  ;  and  at  twelve  at  night  the  day  after,  we  came  to 
an  anchor  in  Saline’ s-bay. 


Oftober  About  eight  in  the  morning,  I  went  on  fhore  at  Larnica^  and  found  Mr. 

Furner  with  his  chaife  at  the  water’s  fide,  waiting  to  conduft  me  to  his 
houfe.  I  was  foon  vifited  by  Monf.  Cruter  (father  to  Jafper  Cruter  Dra¬ 
goman  at  Latichea)  and  by  many  other  gentlemen,  and  fome  few  ladies. — 
This  evening  came  in  the  Swede  from  Scanderoon  bound  to  Leghorn ;  a 
few  hours  however  too  late,  for  the  Italian  hath  been  before-hand  w'ith  her, 
and  engaged  the  whole  of  her  intended  freight. 

This  ifland  of  Cyprus  is  fi^uate  between  33  and  36  degrees  of  eaft  longi¬ 
tude,  and  34  and  36  degrees  of  north  latitude,  oppofite  the  fhores  of  Syria 
and  Cilicia.  It  extends  in  length  from  eall  to  wed  220  miles,  and  is  in 
circuit  about  550.  The  air  is  fo  pleafant,  the  foil  fo  fruitful,  and'  the  hills 
fo  abounding  with  metals,  that  the  ancients  called  it  Macaria.,  the  Happy 
Ifland \  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  being  a  lewd,  lafeivious  people,  it  was 
thence  confecrated  to  Venus,  who  is  frequently  diled  Venus  Cypria  and  Bea 
Cypri.  The  fird  inhabitants  were  Cicilians,  who  yielded  to  the  Phenicians, 
as  they  did  to  the  Greeks.  Ptolemy  the  lad  king  of  this  ifland,  knowing  that 
Cato  was  fent  againd  him  by  the  Romans,  put  an  end  to  his  own  life.  It 
continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Greek  emperors  till  656,  when  it  was  con¬ 
quered  by  the  Saracens.  In  807,  the  Greeks  recovered  it  •,  but  Richard 
id.  King  of  England,  going  to  the  holy  war  in  1 191,.  and  being  ill  treated 
by  the  inhabitants,  conquered  it,  and  gave  it  to  Guy  Lujignan,  whofe  fuc- 
ceffors  were  difpofieifed  by  the  Femplars  in  1306.  In  1472,  the  Venetians 
poffefled  themfelves  of  it;  and  in  1560,  Selim  the  Grand  Seignior  took  it, 
whofe  fuccefTors  have  enjoyed  it  to  the  prefent  time. 

0»^ober  6.  This  evening  I  took  a  ride  v/ith  Mr.  Fttrner,  to  the  Salines,  or  natural 
Salterns' ;  an  accurate  defeription  of  whied  Mr.  Brimmond  hath  already  given 
Odober  7.  to  file  public. — To-day  we  went  together  to  the  Bajha’s  garden,  and  took 
a  .view  of  the  aquedixd,  by  which  Larnica  is  fupplied  with  water  from 
a  fpring  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  flx  miles  off. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  burner  and  I  dined  this  day  with  our  conful,  and  rode  out  as  ufual 
in  the  evening.  We  vifited  a  fmall  village  called  fuppofed  to  be 

built  on  the  fame  fpot  as  the  Citium  of  the  ancients.  The  mornings  and 
evenings  are  fharp,  but  the  middle  of  the  day  is  yet  warm. 

A  boat  juft  now  arrived  from  Latichea^  with  a  letter  from  Jafper  Crutery 
who  is  returned  from  Aleppo -y  which  gives  me  the  painful  account  of 
my  friend  Mr.  Barony  and  his  fervant  AfioorSy  being  nigh  death  in  a  fever 
of  the  malignant  kind,  which  attacked  them  foon  after  their  arrival  at 
Scandercon.  Captain  Turner  continues  alfo  very  weak  and  low  from 
a  diforder  he  caught  there ;  and  of  which  his  nephew,  and  another 
young  gentleman,  befides  many  of  his  people,  died.  There  alfo,  three 
officers  of  the  Ambufeade  got  the  ficknefs  which  occafioned  their,  deaths : 
and  thither  our  little  party  had  certainly  gone  from  Aleppo^  had  not  pro¬ 
vidence  kindly  interpofed,  and  carried  us  to  Latichea.  Mr.  Crater's  letter 
alfo  advifed,  that  Conful  Browne  cannot  live  long  j  and  that  Mr.  Drummond 
is  expeded  to  arrive  at  Latichea  as  this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning. 
He  defigns  coming  to  this  ifland,  in  order  to  take  his  paflage  with  me  to 
Leghorny  there  being  at  prefent  no  hope  of  the  convoy^s  failing,  as  the  French 
ffiips  continue  to  cruize  for  them  off  Smyrna. 

At  five  this  morning,  I  fet  out  on  horfeback  for  the  top  of  Mount  Croce 
or  St.  CruXy  in  company  with  Mr.  Turnery  and  his  clerk  Mr.  Michael 
ClamfoUy  Alexander  M'IntoJhy  and  two  other  fervants.  We  rode  about  W. 
by  S.  for  an  hour  and  half  through  a  plain,  having  paffed  in  our  way  the 
iaft  fet  of  ftone  arches  belonging  to  the  aquedud,  and  which  confifts  of 
31  to  the  belt  of  my  remembrance.  At  fix  we  left  the  village  Vafirio 
on  our  right,  and  in  half  an  hour,  Vudia.  We  then  began  to  afeend  a  rifing 
ground,  and  after  riding  two  or  three  points  to  the  northward  of  the  weft, 
we  got  at  half  paft  feven,  to  a  fmall  Greek  church  and  convent  dedicated  to 
St.  AthanafiuSy  fituated  between  two  hills ;  where,  in  the  rainy  feafon  and 
for  fome  months  after,  is  a  great  run  of  water  from  the  mountains  (called 
by  Mr.  Drummond,  the  river  Tatius)  but  the  bed  of  it  is  at  prefent  dry.  On 
the  fides  of  both  thofe  hills,  are  the  ruins  of  many  buildings,  in  appearance 
very  ancient.  Some  of  them  are  of  brick,  others  of  ftone,  and  they  are 
feveral  miles  in  extent.  We  alfo  paffed  by  fome  ruins  of  a  more  modern 
date,  feated  on  another  hill  to  our  right.  The  inhabitants  frequently  dig 
up  ftones,  marble,  &c.  among  the  ruins. 

We  continued  riding  on  till  half  paft  eight,  ftill  afeending,  and  paffing 
between  mountains  covered  with  the  pine,  oak,  olive,  locuft  (or  Caruhee) 
and  walnut-tree.  Here  were  alfo  the  hawthorn,  myrtle,  blackberry,  vine, 
oleander,  and  other  bufties  and  Ihrubs  in  great  plenty.  From  half  paft 
eight  till  a  quarter  after  nine,  we  continued  to  afeend  Monte  Croce ,  then  we 
came  to  another  convent,  where  we  difmounted  to  reft  our  horfes.  In  this 
convent  we  found  two  or  three  Papas  or  priefts,  one  of  whom  was  making 

D  d  d  2  a  pair 


1758. 

~v— 

Oftober  10 


Odober  i 


Odober  i8 


to 


1758. 


OAober  20. 


[  388  ] 


a  pair  of  0ioes..,  TKey  r/Sadily  gave  us  all  thi?  affiftance  ih' their' powel*, dor 
did  they  think  it  Beneath  them  to  take  care  of  our  beafts  j  fuch  was  thtr 
real,  or  at  leaft  feeming  humility  of'  thefe  holy  men.  We  made  ftee  with 
the  Papas  kitchen  utenfils  to  drefs  the  viduals  we  had  brought  with.  us. 

At  eleven,  leaving  our  horfes  behind  for  greater  fafety,  we  mounted' on- 
mules  to  vifit  the  HoIy  'Crofs^  a  church  placed  on  the  very  fummit  ’of  the 
mountain,  and  reached  it  in  about  half  an  hour’s  tiding.  We  found  there 
another  Papa^  aiid  a  little  boy.  The  church  Is  fmall,  and  its  walls  are 
built  of  an  iron-ftOne  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  Tradition  fays,  that  this 
edifice  was  eredled  at  the  expence  of  St.  Helena  the  mother  of  Confiantine^ 
1400  years  ago;  though  it  plainly  appears  to  have  been'  rebuilt  fi nee  that 
time,  for  not  ^  third  part  of  the  ancient  wall'  now  remains.  They  fhevv  you 
a  large  crofs^  before  which  a  filk  curtain  is  drawn;  and  i’f  you' will  be¬ 
lieve  the  priefts,  it  is  inlaid  with  a  part  of  that  very  crofs  on  which  our  Sa¬ 
viour  was  crucified.  Devotees  never  fail  coming  here  once  a'y&ar,  to  o [fee.. 
up  their  devotions  at  the  Holy  Crofs.  From  the  top  of  this  mountain  we* 
had  a  moft  delightful  and  extenfive  profpeft  over  the  greateft  part  of  the.: 
whole  ifland.  We  clearly  faw  the  following  places. 


—  —  diftant  — • 


Corno 

IJha  or  Ifah  — 

Dali  (the  antient  Idalium) 
Nicojia  — 

Famagufa  — 

Livadia  — 

Larnica  — 

Chitty  — 

Afpera  — 


Hoars. 
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About  one  o’clock  we  quitted  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  in  half  an  hourr 
got  to  the  lowed  convent ;  where  we  alighted,  refrefhed  ourielves,  and  at  half 
pad  three  fet  out  for  Larnica.^  which  is  about  15  miles  from  the  fummit  of, 
the  mountain,  where  we  arrived  a  little  after  feven,  very  much  fatigued.. 

Both  in  going  and  returning,  Mr.  burner  and  I  thought  it  neceffary  to 
difmount  and  walk  over  fome  particular  places,  the  road  being  narrow,  and 
the  precipices  dangerous.  We  made  the  Pa-pas  at  both  convents  a  fmall 
prefent,  with  which  they  appeared  very  well  pleafed.  He,  who  refided  in 
the  lad  convent,  took  our  Douceur  fo  kindly,  thAt,  mounting  his  afs,  he 
gratefully  accompanied  us  for  a.  confiderable  way,  and  fhewed  us  the  bed 
turnings  in  the  road. 

A  letter  received  this  day  by  Mr.  Conful  Boddington,  brings  the  melan« 
choly  news  of  the  Confuls  Browne  and  Baron  being  both  dead.  Advices 
icom  Latichea  mention,  that  yie.  Drummond  m  confequence  of  the  above 
unfortunate  event,  and  to  gratify  the  faftory  at  Aleppo.,  had  determined  to 

continue 
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continue  there  a  few  months  longer. — The  fame  advices  add,  that  there  ^75^ 
are  now  five  EngUjh  gentlemen  at  Aleppo^  travellers  from  Indta^  who  are  v— 
daily  expe(51:ed  at  Latkhm  in  their  way  to  England,. 

1  clofed  ro-d'ay  with  the  captam  of  the,  Elena- Fortmata  iox  my  own  and;0£lober  2i> 
my  fervant’s  paflage  to  Leghorn.  He  is  to  yield  me  the  foie  life  of  the  greac- 
eabbin,  and  no  paflenger  is  to  be  admitted  into  it  without  my  confenr.  He 
is  to  find  me  alfo  in  fire  and  water,  and  to  give  me  fuch  other  afliftancc 
as  fhall  lie  in  his  power  to  make  the  pafiage  agreeable.  On  my  part,  I  am 
to  pay  him  fifty  Leghorn  fequins  in  hand,  and  provided  I  lhall  be  thoroughly, 
fatisfied  with  my  treatment,,  ten.  more,  on  my  landing  at  Leghorn. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  this  day  performed  Between  two  young  Ofiobcr  2jk 
perfons,  who  were  Chrijlians.  It  was  intended  to  have  been  a  public  affair, 
but  afterwards  changed  to  a  private  one,  as  the  point  of  precedence  could 
not  be  fettled  between  the  Britijh  and  French  confuls. 

Mr.  Furner  was  fo  obliging  as  to  trouble  himfelF  about  my  fea-ftock,  and' 
procured  me  an  hogfhead  of  aid  Cyprus  wine.  All  the  wines  almoft  of  this 
ifland,  have  in  them  a  peculiar  talte  of  tar  •,  this  is  owing  to  the  vineyards 
lying  on  the  fides,  or  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  are  covered  with 
pine  trees,  whofe  juices  wafhed  down  by  the  rains,,  impart  this  flavour  to 
the  grapes.- 

The  wind  blew  this  morning  from  the  N.  E.  which  brought  the  coldefl  Oflober  2/^ 
weather  I  have  known  for  fome  years,  and  obliged  me  to  have  a  fire. 

This  afternoon,  four  of  the  Englijh  gentlemen  from  India,  Meflfs.  Gregory,  oftober  2-6, 
Fottingham,  Bailey,  and  Fajley  arrived  here,  having  left  one  of  their  party 
behind  2iX.  Aleppo  and  at  five  o’clock  they  paid  me  a  vifit.. 

I  returned  their  vifit  this  morning,  and-  made  them  an  offer  of  the  ufe  October  27.- 
of  the  great  cabbin  with  me,  provided  they  were  inclinable  to  go  in  the 
Leghorneje  veffel.  They  expreffed  themfelves  greatly  obliged  to  me,  and 
agreed  with  the  captain  for  a  paflTage  for  themfelves  and  fervants.  They 
left  Bengal  in  February  lafty  touched  at  Karec  and  Bajfora,  and  brought  a 
letter  from  Baron  Kniphaufen  addrelfed  to  Mr.  Doidge  and  me,  which  I  efteem 
fo  great  an  addition  to  his  former  favours,,  that  I  cannot  help,  tranfcribing 
it. 

“  Messieurs,.  Karreck,  le  10  Juillet,  lysSf. 

“  J’ai  e<e  charme  d’apprendre  votre  heureufeet  prompte  arrivee  z  Bajfora 
“  quant  aux  remerciments  que  vous  voulez  bien  me  faire  au  fujet  des  petits 
“  fervices  que  j’ai  eu  le  bonheur  de  vous  rendre  ici,  je  les  attribue  a  votre 
“  politeflfe,  et  vous  prie  de  croire  que  je  fouhaiterois  pouvoir  vous  en  rendre 
It  dc  plus  cflfentiels.  Le  pauvre  Matpldt  a  qui  vous  deftiniez  le  prefent 

“  de  * 
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175S.  “  de  deux  cent  roupies  eft  mort  a  BaJ/bra,  peu  de  terns  apres  votre  depart, 

— “  de  forte  que  je  n*ai  pu  mettre  en  oeuvre,  votre  generoftte  a  fon  egard.  • 

“  Je  finis  Meflieurs  en  vous  fouhaitant  beaucoup  de  fante,  et  de  con- 
“  tentement,  pour  la  continuation  de  votre'  voyage  dont  je  ferai  charme 
“  d’apprendre  I’heureufe  iflfue,  etant  avec  une  confideration  des  plus  dif- 
tinguees, 

“  Mefiieurs, 

Votre  tres  humble  et 

tres  obeiflant  ferviteur, 

«  KNIPHAUSEN.** 

;P.  S,  ^  Je  ne  doute  pas  que  Mr.  Pye  ne  s’ennuye  beaucoup  de  la  longueur 
“  du  voyage,  je  me  recommende  a  fon  fouvenir  de  meme  qu*a  celiiy 
“  de  Mr.  Alms. 

“  Aux  Meffieurs  Doidge  et  Ives.” 

.  In  Englijh  thus  ; 

Gentlemen,  Kareck,  10th  of  July,  1758. 

“  I  was  extremely  glad  to  hear  of  your  fafc  and  quick  arrival  ^tBaJ/ora. 
“  I  attribute  wholly  to  your  politenefs  the  thanks  you  are  pleafed  to  give* 
“  me,  for  the  trifling  fervices  which  I  had  the  happinefs  of  rendering  you, 
“  and  beg  you  to  believe,  that  I  wiihed  for  an  opportunity  of  ferving  you 
“  in  a  more  eflential  manner, 

“  The  poor  failor  *,  for  whom  you  had  defigned  the  prefent  of  two 
“  hundred  rupees,  died  at  BaJJhra  a  little  after  your  departure,  fo  that  I  can- 
not  carry  into  execution  your  generofity  refpedting  him. 

“  I  conclude,  gentlemen,  in  wilhing  you  much  health  and  happinefs, 
“  during  the  remaining  part  of  your  journey.  It  will  give  me  great  plea- 
“  fure  to  hear  of  its  being  happily  ended  j  and  am,  with  the  naofl:  perfeft 
J  efteem, 

P  Gentlemen, 

“  Your  moft  humble,  and 
“  very  obedient  fervant, 

“  KNIPHAUSEN.” 

P.  S.  “  I  doubt  not  but  Mr.  Pye  is  much  fatigued  by  the  length  of 
“  the  journey :  I  beg  to  be  remembered  to  him,  and  Mr.  Alms. 

**  ToMeJ^eurs  Doidge  and  Ivts.” 

The  four  gentlemen,  (my  future  fellow  travellers)  encouraged  by  our 
example,  left  Bengal  laft  February  j  ftaid  a  month  at  Bajfora  on  account  of 

•  This  man  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Felucca  which  carried  us  from  Karec  to  Baffora,  and  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  hi&  hand  torn  to  pieces  by  the  explofion  of  one  of  her  cannon. 

3  -  the 
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the  cxceQive  heat:  pafTed  from  to  BaghdfJ,  hy  tht  Euphrates,  and  1758. 

then  over  the  great  Defer t  to  Aleppo,  under  the  management  of  Cojce  Raphael,  ' — 
who  ferved  them  alfo  a  very  dirty  trick. 

They  informed  me,  that  they  left  matters  ^t  Bengal  in  a  pretty  good  fate*, 
and  that  my  worthy  friend  Captain  Henry  Smith  had  at  laft  been  obliged,  on 
account  of  his  ill  (late  of  health,  to  follow  the  advice  I  had  long  before 
given  him,  of  quitting  his  flip,  and  had  failed  for  Europe  in  the  fame 
velTel  with  Captain  Speke. — I  fear  too  nice  a  fenfe  of  honour,  which  poor 
Captain  Smith  carried  to  excefs,  has  been  the  means  of  keeping  him  too 
long  in  that  unwholefome  climate  *  !  Thefe  gentlemen  alfo  advifed  me, 
that  Colonel  Ford  was  at  Bengal,  and  that  my  good  friend  Major  Carnac 
was  with  him;  that  Colonel  Clive  was  foon  to  leave  the  province;  that  all 
the  lands  agreed  on  by  treaty  with  the  Nabob,  were  delivered  into  our 
hands;  that  fince  our  departure,  the  late  Meerjafficr,  now  Scubahdar,  had 
made  another  payment  of  the  money  ftipulated  to  the  company,  and  other 
perfons  concerned ;  and  that  he  had  been  confirmed  in  the  three  provinces 
by  a  commifiion  from  the  great  Mogul,  who  likewife  had  conferred  a  very 
high  title  on  Colonel  Clive,  and  another,  though  lefs  military,  yet  very 
honourable,  on  Mr.  Watts.  They  concluded  with  telling  me,  that  Lieutenant 
Ccrmick  of  the  Fyger,  and  Captain  Toung  of  the  army,  were  dead  ;  but  that 
all  my  other  particular  friends,  except  Captain  Smith,  were  in  good  health. 

In  the  evening  we  rode  out,  and  vifited  thofe  other  remains  of  antiquity, 
mentioned  in  yiv.  Drummond's  travels,  p.  251.  We  went  alfo  to  the  marine 
town,  and  faw  the  church  of  St.  Eazarus.  iDsio  Papas  told  us,  it  is  now  1722 
years  fince  he  was  buried  here.  This  faint  is  he,  whom  our  Saviour 
raifed  from  the  dead.  They  fiiewed  us  the  end  of  his  coflin  under  ground, 
and  defired  us  to  take  notice  of  fome  fcraps  of  rags  and  ends  of  thread 
brought  liither  by  thofe  who  have  been  favoured  with  the  affiftance  of  the. 
faint.  The  end  of  what  they  call  the  coffin,  has  been  pitched  or  bermeareci 
with  fome  bitumenous  fubftance,  defigned  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant  and 
credulous,  as  moifture  ilTuing  from  the  faint's  body.  The  church  belongs 
to  the  Greeks',  but  the  Romans  on  St.  Eazarus' s  day,  never  fail  to  perlorm 
divine  fervice  at  one  of  the  altars. 

Thank  God  !  I  am  now  in  perfe(5l  health,  which  is  more  than  I  have  been  ^ 

able  to  fay  for  ten  months  paft.  I  fpent  fome  hours  this  dav  in  taking 
leave  of  the  feveral  families  1  am  acquainted  with.  I  met  by  accident  with- 
the  French  conful,  went  with  him  to  his  houfe,  and  for  the  little  time  I 
tarried,  was  entertained  very  politely. 

We  agreed  with  a  cook  to  go  with  us  to  Leghorn,  and  to  continue  in  our  Monday, 
fervice  during  the  quarantine  we  ffiall  be  obliged  to  perform  there.  I'he  terms  Odober  30, 
are  50  dollars,  and  ten  or  twelve  more  to  be  paid  him  by  way  of  Buxie 


*  He  died  before  the  fliip  left  the  country. 
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(or  prefent)  on  his  good  behaviour, 
expences  back. 


This  laft  fum  is  meant  to  defray  hk 


^Oaobcrji.  To-day  .the  cook  fent  us  word,  that  his  wife  will  not  let  him  go:; 

however  we  foon  hired  another,  who  is  to  have  So  Cyprus  dollars,  and  Buxis 
-.on  the  fame  footing  as  was  agreed  on  with  the  firil. 

‘We  paid  our  farewel  compliments  to  the  conful  in  the  morning,  who 
.with  his  Chancellor.,^  returned  the  vifit  a  few  minutes  afterwards ;  and  wc 
.went  on  board. 


My  very  worthy  and  obliging  friend  Mr.  fT urner  made  us  a  vifit  on  board 
rthe  Elena  Brig,,  and  finding  the  captain  not  inclined  for  failing,  infifted  on 
.taking  us  afhore  again.  We  yielded,  and  in  our  way  paid  our  refpe<5ts  to 
•the  conful,  but  fpent  the  day  with  Mr.  "Turner,,  who  at  our  requeft,  procured 
for  us  two  hogfheads  of  water,  fome  charcoal,  and  other  culinary  necef- 
faries,  which  we  on  examination  thought  the  velfel  wanted,  though  the 
captain  and  pilot  both  infifted  on  the  contrary.  M.r.  Turner  accompanied 
ais  on  board  in  the  evening,  and  after  fupping  with  us,  left  the  ftiip  about 
nine  when  we  weighed  anchor,  took  leave  of  the  iftand  of  Cyprus,  and  put 

to  fea,  fteering  the  proper  courfe  for  the  port  of  Leghorn  in  Italy. - As  the 

.dull  detail  of  a  fea-journal  can  afford  but  little  entertainment  j  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  obferve  in  general,  that  after  the  moft  diftrefsful  and  alarming 
.voyage  I  ever  made  j  (owing  chiefly  to  the  inexperience  of  our  young 
commander,  who  had  been  bred  a  clerk  in  a  merchant’s  office)  we  hap- 
iLeghorn.  came  to  an  anchor  in  Leghorn  road  on  the  4th  of  December.  In 

Monday,  our  way  wc  touched  at  Mejfina  in  Sicily,  an  ifland  which  affords  the  moft  fer- 
December4.  j-j[g  plains,  and  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  profpefls  in  the  whole  world,  but 
where,  though  they  furniflied  us  with  plenty  .of  frefli  provifions,  we 
could  not  get  leave  to  perform  quarantine ;  fo  cautious  are  the  magiftrates 
there  on  this  head,  ever  fince  the  great  plague  which  raged  in  the  year 
1744,  and  carried  off  two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants*. 

*  The  following  accurate  account  of  the  dreadful  havoc  made  by  the  plague  at  Mejpna 
in  the  year  1 744,  extradled  by  an  Able  from  the  regifters  of  that  city,  will  fufficiently  account 
for  the  extreme  caution  ufed  by  that  government  to  guard  againft  it. 


Names  of  Parilhes. 

Number  of  people 

Number  that  died 

Remained  alive 

before  the  plague. 

of  ths  plague. 

after  the  plague. 

St,  Giacoma  — . 

146? 

1124 

35* 

St.  Lorenzo  — — 

*555 

1012 

543 

Si.  Leo  •—  •••• 

4548 

3068 

1480 

St.  Luca  •—  ■  ■ 

1398 

999 

399 

St.  Matleo  — — 

5470 

4370 

1 100 

St.  Leonard  -■  — 

10378 

8302 

2076 

St.  Pietro  — — — 

2210 

1560 

650 

St.  Antonio  — 

10699 

7309 

3390 

St.  I^ichola  . 

4114 

290,1 

1213 

St,  Gkiliano  -  ■■  — 

1512 

972 

540 

Tvotal  — 

433S9 

31617 

1 1 742 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

author  is  ohliged  to  perform  quarantine  in  the  Lazaretto  at  Leghorn.—^ 
-Receives  a  letter  from  Mr.  Doidge,  giving  an  account  of  his  party's  proceed^ 
ings. — Occurrences  and  ohfervations  at  Leghorn.-— to  Pifa,  Lucca, 
Borgiana,  and  Florence. — Defcription  of  this  lafi  place ;  of  the  Great  Luke's 
palace  of  Pitti ;  of  the  famous  gallery  of  the  old  palace^  and  the  fever al  cham¬ 
bers  of  curiofities  \  of  the  chapel  <?/St.  Laurence,  baptijlry^  library^  &c.  &c. 
^Journey  to  Bologna,  Ferrara,  Padua  and  Venice. 


WE  had  no  fooner  come  to  an  anchor  in  the  road  of  Leghorn^  btlt  175S*' 

we  wrote  to  the  Britijh  conful,  who  foon  favoured  us  with  the  nr— < 

following  obliging  anfwer. 

^‘Gentlemen,  ST uefday  morning. 

“  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  were  pleafed  to  honour  me  with, 

“  and  immediately  fent  to  the  chancellor  of  health  for  an  order  to  the 
captain  of  the  Lazaretto  to  receive  you,  and  your  fervants  •,  which  is  made 
“  out,  fo  that  you  may  go  there  whenever  you  pleafe.  The  accommoda- 
tions  will  be  very  indifferent ;  however,  I  will  fend  to  the  captain  of  the 
“  Lazaretto,  and  beg  of  him  to  render  you  all  the  fervices  in  his  power. 

And  as  to  myfelf,  you  have  only  to  command  me,  and  make  me  as 

nfeful  to  you  as  poffible. 

“  When  you  arrive  at  the  Lazaretto,  I  will  take  care  to  fend  a  man  to 
you,  and  you  may  give  him  your  orders  from  time  to  time,  to  buy  you 
fuch  neceffaries  as  you  may  want.  You  will  find  him  very  faithful,  and 
may  give  him  what  you  pleafe  for  his  trouble. 

“  The  gentlemen  you  enquire  after*,  have  not  paffed  this  way,  nor  have 
I  heard  any  thing  of  them. 

“  I  am  forry  I  cannot  fend  you  any  Englijh  papers ;  the  officers  of  the 
navy  have  carried  them  all  away  j  but  the  bearer  brings  you  fome  French 

*  Mr.  Doidgi  and  his  party. 

E  €  e  Leyden 
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175^-  “  Leyden  gazettes.  Admiral  failed  hence  with  the  fleet  the  12th 

of  Nevembir. 

“  It  is  with  concern  I  acquaint  yon,  that  your  quarantine  cannot  be  lefs 
’  “  than  thirty  days.  1  have  only  to  reiterate  to  you  the  offers  of  rcy  beft 

“  fervices,  and  to  aflure  you,  that  I  will  with  pleafure  receive  and  execute 
“  any  commands  you  may  have  for  me.  I  am, 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  Lo  Mejfrs.  Ives,  Tottingham,  “  Your  mod  obedient 

“  Pafley,  Bailey,  and  Gre-  “  humble  fervant, 

“  goi'y  >  hoard  ^>6^  Elena  John  Dick.**^ 

“  Fortunata,.  in  the  road  of 
“  Leghorn.” 

-  The  next  morning  the  following  letter  was  brought  to  us  in  the  Lazarstta 
from  Mr.  Becher,  to  whom  I  had  been  recommended  by  his  brother  at 
Bengal. 

“  Gentlemen,  Livorno^  6  December^  i75S* 

THIS  being  a  pod  day,  together  with  the  tempeduous  weather,  will 
prevent  my  paying  you  my  perfonal  refpefls  till  to-morrow ;  but  being 
“  impatient  in  the  mean  while  to.  fee  my  brother’s  letters,  I  beg  the  favour 
“  of  you  to  deliver  them  to  the  bearer.  , 

“  I  congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  on  your  fetting  foot  again  on  a  Chrif 
“  tian  fhore  •,  and  as  I  fear  you  will  find  the  accommodations  at  the 
Lazaretto  very  indifferent,  I  beg  you  will  make  me  acquainted-  with 
“  whatever  you  ,may  want  either  for  your  ufe  or  comfort  during  your 
“  confinement'-,  for  every  thing  in  my  power,  fuch  as  money,  13 c,  you 
“  may  command. 

“  The  bearer  is  my  boatman,,  who  will  wait  on  you  daily  to  know,  and 
“  to  fupply  your  wants.  He  is  a  very  honed,  good  man.  I  fend  you 
“  by  him  two  London  Magazines  for  your  perufal,  in  an  idle  hour: 

'  “  to-morrow  I  will  convey  to  you  fome  Englijh  news-papers.  I  am,  with 

“  refpe6l, 

“  Gentlemen, 

“  Lc  the  Britifh  gentle-  “  Your  mod  obedient, 

men  at  the  Laza-  “  and  mod  humble  fervant, 

“  retto.  ”  JOHN  BECHER.” 

December  7. 

Mr.  Bechery  accompanied  by  his  partner  Mr.  AJkeWy  and  another  gentle¬ 
man  named  ForbeSy  came  to  pay  us  a  vifit.  The  fird  repeated  his  kind 
offers  of  fervice.  This  day  our  quarantine  begins,  and  not  before,  as  our 
baggage  unluckily  was  not  brought  afhore  with  us  yederday. 

The  conful,  (in  his  coach)  accompanied  by  Mr.  AJkeWy  and  two  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  fhips  of  war,  came  to  fee  u^.  I  had  not  the  pleafure  perfonally 

to 


December  8. 
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to  thank  them  for  their  civilities,  having  been  the  laft  two  days  greatly  175S. 
diftrefled  in  my  bowels,  from  a  cold  caught  on  board  the  veflel,  and  re-  ' — — » 
newed-the  day  we  came  to  the  Lazaretto. 

It  has  blown  very  hard  all  the  laft  night,  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  December  9. 
great  hail-ftones.  The  air  fo  piercingly  cold,  it  is  with  difficulty  I  can 
keep  myfelt  from  Ihivering  at  the  fire-fide.  The  pain  of  my  bowels  is 
fomewhat  abated,  but  1  have  no  appetite. 

The  bluftering  weather  is  over-,  and  a  clear  fky  and  keen  air  fucceeded.  December  10. 
— Mr.  Pantam^  and  another  gentleman  vifited  us  *,  but  I  was  not  well  enough 
to  fee  them.  j 


I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Becher^  relative  to  Mr.  Doidge  and  his  company.  Monday, 

He  anfwered  me,  that  “  he  could  not  learn  any  thing  of  them,  but  pro-  December! if 
mifed,  agreeable  to  my  defire,  to  write  to  VeniceP — The  conful  by  a  note, 

.affures  me,  that  neither  he,  nor  the  admiral,  knew  any  thing  of  them. 

I  grow  better  daily,  though  fome  pain  in  the  right  fide  ftill  continues.  December  12. 
This  has  been  a  fhort,  yet  one  of  the  moft  threatning  attacks  I  ever  had 
in  my  bowels ;  owing  to  my  clofe  confinement,  the  cold  wet  weather,  and 
the  want  of  every  conveniency  when  on  fliip-board.  To  thefe  may  be 
added,  the  heavy  rains  to  which  we  were  expofed  on  coming  afhore,  and 
the  extreme  cold  and  damp  air  of  the  Lazaretto,  whofe  rooms  have  been 
wntenanted,  and  without  a  fire  for  18  or  20  days  paft. 

The  conful  repeated  his  vifit  with  Mr.  this  evening.  This  was  December  i6« 

the  firft  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  paying  him  my  perfonal  refpeds.  He 
gave  us  great  fpirits,  by  afiuring  us,  that  our  quarantine  would  be  but  of 
thirty  days  continuance ;  and  he  added,  that  of  thofe  thirty,  he  believed 
he  ftiould  be  able  to  get  off  five,  provided  we  could  refolve  to  leave  all 
■our  wearing  apparel  behind  us.  With  pleafure  we  accepted  of  the  propofal, 
and  gave  our  orders  to  taylors,  fhoe-makers,  fsfc.  to  accommodate  us  with 
every  thing  new  *,  for,  as  Addifon  obferves, 

“  A  day,  an  hour  of  precious  liberty, 

“  Is  worth  a  whole  eternity  in  bondage.” 

I  thank  God,  I  am  once  more  happily  reftored  to  health. — Our  little  December  17. 
community  affembled  this  morning,  and  read  the  prayers  of  the  church, 
offering  up  our  moft  devout  thanks  to  lieaven  for  its  kind  protection 
hitherto. 

'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levet^  to  whom  Mr.  Pajley  had  been  recommended,  have  Monday, 
been  very  civil  and  complaifant,  in  fending  us  feveral  things  from  their  DecembenJ. 
own  kitchen. — The  conful  too  has  been  exceedingly  kind,  fending  us  rum 

E  e  e  2  and 
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December  23. 


December  2S. 
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and  beer;  and  we  are  under  a  thoufand  obligations  of  this  kind  to  MhfThy. 
Becher  and  AJkew.  —  A  moft  melancholy  piece  of  news  reached  us  this- 
morning;  that  a  Ragufan  veflel  from  Tunis^  with  the  French  conful  and 
his  family  on  board,  had  been  wrecked  on  the  ifland  of  Corjica,  and  the 
whole  crew  except  fix  men,  periflied.  -Had  not  Meffrs.  Bailey  and  Gregory 
one  night  of  our  paffage,  defignedly  raifed  a  falfe  alarm  ©f  feeing  land,  we 
fhould  certainly  have  met  with  the  lame  fate  as  this  Ragufan  vefiel.  Thefe 
gentlemen  not  fatisfied  with  the  courfe  we  were  (leering,  intreated  the  captain 
to  haul  up  two  or  three  points  more  to  the  northward,  which  he,  by  the 
advice  of  his  pilot,  refufed  to  do  ;  but  was  at  laft  brought  to  it  by_Mr.  Gre¬ 
gory's  calling  aloud  Land!'*  which,  though  not  at  that  time  feen,  yet  by 
the  bearings  of  Corjica  from  us  the  next  morning,  it  plainly  appeared  that- 
had  we  continued  our  firft  courfe,  we  muft  inevitably  have  been  upon  the- 
rocks  before  break  of  day.  We  have  had  dreadful  accounts  lately  of  (hip-*- 
wrecks  in  the  gulph  of  Venice. — God  grant  that  my  friends  are  well* 

Heaven  be  praifed  ! — This  evening  Mr.  Becher  fent  me  a  letter  he  had^ 
received  from  Venice',  which  fays,  that  “  fome  gentlemen  from  India,  who  em- 
“  barked  at  Cyprus  in  the  St,  Blaijfe  of  Ragufa  for  Malta,  are,  and  have 
“  been  fome  time  in  the  Lazaretto,,  and  will  be  at  liberty  by  about  the 

time  Leghorn  ^ok  (hall  return  thither.’* — I  immediately  difpatched  a  ^ 
letter  to  Mr.  Loidge  at  Venice. 

Meffrs.  AJkew,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hutchinfon  chaplain  to  -  thb* 

fadlory,  vifited  us.  In  the  courfe  of  our  converfation  fome  doubts  arofe 
refpedling  the  length  of  our  quarantine,  whether  it  will  continue  30  or  40  • 
days;  we  hope  for  the  bed.  Many  French  gentlemen  are  in  this  Lazaretto,, 
from  whom  we  found  that  things  are  in  a  very  bad  fituation  in  France^ . 
and  that  nothing  but  murmurings  are  to  be  heard  among  the  people.  On 
my  obferving,  that  there  were  new  fquadrons  fitting  out  in  the  ports  of  Brefi : 
zoAFoulon,  one  of  them,  fhrugging  up  his  (boulders,  anfwered,  “To  whaci 
end,  unlefs  to  be  carried  into  your  harbours !” 

This  day  the  conful  and  Mr.  AJkew  came  to  pay  us  a  vifit,  and  brought  r 
with  them  the  doleful  tidings  of  our  being  obliged  to  perform  a  forty  days 
quarantine.  However,  the  conful  gave  us  fome  little  comfort,  by  re-aL 
furing  us  that  the  five  days  grace  would  be  allowed,  by  a  change  of  clothbs. 
We  told  him  we  were  prepared  for  that,  and  fhould  rejoice  at  even  but  five 
hours  addition  to  our  liberty.  We  begged  his  pardon,  if  he  difeovered  any 
degree  of  impatience  in  our  anfwer,  affuring  him,  we  were  perfeftly  fenfible 
of  his  friendly  endeavours  and  wifhes  to  ferve  us. — He  was  fo  obliging  as  to 
place  all  we  faid  to  its  proper  account.  I  could  not  but  obferve,  that  three 
Cyprian  birds  were  fuffered  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Lazaretto  to-day  for  the 
governor’s  own  ufe.  Surely  our  naked  bodies  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  retain 
iDore  infeilion,  than  the  feathers  of  thefe  animals. 

This 
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Tllis  evening  we*  received  a  letter  from  the  conful,  as  follows  :  “He  is  175S. 
^  forry- to  acquaint  us-,  of  his  being  informed  by  the  chancellor  of  health,  ’ — 

“  that  the  magiftrates  of  having  received  late  accounts  of  the  plague 

“  breaking  out  at  Salonica  and  the  neighbouring  places,  have  direded  that 
**  the  grace  of  live  days  fhall  not  be  allowed  us  :  but  yet  that  the  chancellor 
“  has  advifed  him  to  apply  to  the  governor  for  our  being  permitted  to  take 
the  advantage  of  them,  promifing  to  back  his  requcft  adding,  he 
thinks  it  very  probable  he  (hall  fucceed. 


The  captain  of  the  Lazaretto,  whofe  behaviour  to  us  has  been  exceedingly 
polite,  having  applied  to  the  chancellor  and  governor,  to  indulge  us  with 
the  five  days  grace,  this  morning  received  for  anfwer,  that  “  the  quarantine 
is  an  affair  determined'  upon  at  Florence-,  from  which  the  magiftracy  of- 
Leghot'n  cannot  deviate.” 


I759-- 

Monday,  • 
January  I  • 


This  morning,  I  received  with  a  pleafure  not  to  be  exprefied,  a  long* 
letter  from  my  faithful  and  valuable  friend  Mr.  Doidge.  I  fhall  tranfcribe  fo 
much  of  it,  as  will  ferve  to  give  the  reader  a  proper  idea  of  what  he  and^ 
his  party  underwent  after  their- parting  with  me  zxLatichea. 

“  My  dear  Friend, ..  Venice,  29  December,  1758.  - 

“  I  really  do  not  know  how  to  go  about  to  tell  you,  the  furprize,  -.the  joy,  ■ 
“  the  concern,  I  felt  all  together,  at  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  zzd 
“  inffant,  which  was  brought  to  me  laft  night.  Had  the  poft  returned 
“  immediately,  it  muff  have  gone  without  my  anfwer,  fuch'was  the  hurry 
“  and  perturbation  of  my  fpirits !  but  I  am  made  happy  in  having  this 
“  tvhole  morning  to  write  to  yon,  for  I  have  a-  thoufand  things  to  fay. 

*•  In  the  firft  place,  I  moft  fincerely  thank  God  that  you  are  fafely 
“  landed  at  Leghorn,  and  hope  by  the  route  you  propofe  to  take,  you  will 
“  have  a  pleafant  and  entertaining  journey  home-*,  where  I  fliall  not  expert 
“  to  fee  you  till  the  latter  end  oi  March,  or  beginning  of  April, 

“  You  might  well  be  furprized  at  hearing  oP our  being  here,  but  you 
“  know,  my  dear  Ned,  there  is  no  contending  with  fate ;  we  endeavoured 
“■  to  get  to  Malta,  but  it  was -impoffible  j  and  I  affure  you  we  are  all  very 
“  thankful  for  our  being  fafely  landed  here,  it  being  more  than  we  expeded. 

“  To  give  you  any  tolerable  idea  of  our  voyage,  1  muft  carry  you  back  to 
“  Cyprus^  from  whence  we  failed  the  14th  of  September.  We  had  nothing 
“  but  contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  all  the  way  to  Rhodes,  where  we 
“  arrived  the  6th  of  Oblober^  Upon  examining  into  our  flock  of  provifions, 

“  v/e  found  that  by  being  fo  lojig  out,  it  became  neceffary  to  get  a  recruit, 

“  as  well  as  to  fill  our  cafi^s  with  water:  this  we  had  been  obliged  to  do 

once  before,  between  Cyprus,  and  that  i fie  •,  the  rafcal  of  a  captain  having 
“  moft  villainoufly  deceived  us  in  this  article,  by  the  account  given  in, 

“  before  we  failed.  The  9th  of  Odlober  we  left  Rhodes,  and  carried  with 
“us  our  old  luck,  nothing  but  contrary  winds,  till  we  got  the  length  of. 

o  “  Modonr  ' 
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i759‘  Modon^  in  the  Mona.^  when  a  gale  fprung  up  from  the  fouth,  and  blew 
“  hard ;  we  intended  to  have  (topped  at  Modon  to  complete  our  water, 
“  being  reduced  ito  the  laft  caflc,  but  our  captain  informed  us  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  lie-in  M'odon  road,  with  that  wind,  and  that  he  could  carry  us  to 
“  another  place  more  fafe  and  convenient ;  at  the  fame  time  hinting,  that 
“  he  could  not  think  of  going  to  fea  (though  the  v/ind  was  tolerably  fair) 
“  until  the  weather  became  more  moderate.  He  often  talked  of  Venicct  and 
“  of  the  wind  being  fair  for  that  port.  We  perceiving  his  drift,  confulted 
together,  as  to  what  was  beft  to  be  done,  and  at  laft  agreed  to  take  ad- 
“  vantage  of  the  foutherly  wind,  and  make  a  pulli  for  Venice^  without 
“  ftopping  any  where  till  we  fhould  be  forced  to  do  fo  for  water.  Accord- 
“  ingly  we  bore  away,  and  fteered  our  courfe  for  this  place  •,  but,  before  we 
“  arrived,  which  was  not  till  the  8th  of  laft  month,  many  were  the  difficul- 
“  ties  and  dangers  we  had  to  encounter.  I  often  rejoiced  you  was  not  with 
“  us,  hoping,  my  deariW<i,  that  you  was  at  your  eafe  on  board  the  Prejlofi 
“  for  I  could  not  be  fure  of  your  being  in  the  Swede.  Indeed,  had  I  the 
lead  thought  of  your  getting  into  Leghorn.,  you  know  I  would  not  have 
“  omitted  writing  to  you.  However,  I  muft  again  thank  providence  we 
“  are  both  in  the  land  of  the  living  •,  and  I  hope  by  and  by,  the  re- 
“  counting  of  thefe  difficulties  and  difappointments  will  afford  us  much 
“  pleafure. 

“  You  may  fuppofe  I  was  not  long  here,  before  I  wrote  to  all  my  friends  in 
“  England  \  among  the  reft,  you  will  be  fure  I  did  not  neglect  our  friend  Cap- 
tain  S-peke.,  from  whom  I  have  received  an  anfwer,  the  copy  of  which  I  in- 
“  clofe  you  for  your  information.  Befides  the  bufinefs  it  fpeaks  of,  it  will  fiiew 
“  the  high  regard  which  that  great  and  good  man  has  for  us  both.  He  has 
“  fet  my  heart  at  eafe,  for  1  was  fearful  of  being  cenfured  for  having  idled 
“  away  my  time. 

“  As  foon  as  we  arrived  here,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Murray  the  Englijh 
“  minifter,  to  acquaint  him  with  our  fituation,  and  the  public  difpatches  we 
“  had  in  our  cuftody.  He  very  genteely  fent  his  fecretary  to  us,  to  inform 
“  us  of  every  thing  we  wanted  to  know.  I  ffiall  leave  a  letter  with  this 
“  laft  gentleman,  to  be  delivered  to  you,  when  you  get  here.  His  name 
is  Ducket you  will  find  him  a  very  fenfible  and  friendly  man. 

■“  Soon  after  we  got  into  the  Lazaretto,  I  recolle<fted  that  our  friend 
“  Baron  had  told  me  of  an  intimacy  that  fubfifted  between  him  and  a 

“  General  G - e  of  this  place,  and  of  his  wanting  an  opportunity  to  fend 

“  him  a  cafk  of  Cyprus  wine.  Now,  as  1  had  laid  in  a  ftock  diX.  Cyprus,  I 
“  wrote  a  letter  to  the  general,  acquainting  him  with  Mr.  Baron's  inten- 
“  tions  ;  and  as  1  was  under  great  obligations  to  that  young  gentleman,  I 
“  begged  the  general  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  anticipating  his  friend’s 
“  defign,  by  fending  him  a  cafk  from  my  own  ftore,  which  I  defired  him 
“  to  look  upon  as  coming  from  Mr.  Baron.  The  general  returned  me  his 
thanks  in  the  politeft  terms,  and  very  obligingly  came  to  the  Lazaretto  to 

3  ‘‘‘  pay 
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“  pay  us  a  vifit.  He  brought  with  him  a  Colonel // - ,  'vha  is  another 

“  officer  in  the  fervice  of  this  republic.  By  this  means  I  have  made  a  very 

good  acquaintance  with  the  general  and  the  colonel.  I  ffiall  take  care  to 
“  make  them  acquainted  with  your  name,  and  dare  fay  you  will  pals  your 
“  time  here  very  agreeable^  as  you’ll  be  lure  to  meet  with  feveral  Englip 
‘‘  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

“  We  have  loft  no  time  in  preparing  everything  for  our  journey.  I  fhall 
“  leave  you  a  copy  of  the  route  we  intend  to  take.  We  have  been  obliged 
“  to  buy  two  carriages,  but  as  you  will  not  go  poll,  perhaps  you  will  not 
“  be  under  that  neceffity.  Mr.  Ducket  is  the  beft  able  to  inform  you  of 
“  that,  and  every  thing  elle  you  want  to  know. 

“  Farewel,  my  deariV(?(i,  and  believe  me  unalterably, 

.  Your  affedlionate 

and  faithful  friend, 

li  Henry  Doidge.” 

P.  S.  “  I  had  almoft  forgotten  to  advife  you  upon  your  arrival  here,  to 
“  enquire  for  Seignior  Sebajlian  Battagio^  who  will  procure  you  the  lodgings 
“  we  are  now  in,  and  if  you  want  caffi,  will  fupply  you  with  any  fum.” 

The  conful  favoured  us  this  morning  with  a  very  polite  letter,  touching 
our  difappointment  of  the  five  days  grace.  He  faid,  he  had  fet  forth  our 
hardfiiip  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  Sir  Horace  Man^  the  refident  at  Florence. 
We  returned  the  conlulour  beft  acknowledgments  in  a  joint  letter. 

Mr.  AJkew  was  with  us,  and  confirmed  the  account  of  the  confurs  carry¬ 
ing  his  complaint  to  Florence.,  and  of  his  having  particularly  mentioned  the 
taking  out  of  the  birds  which  came  from  Cyprus  in  our  veflel  for  the  ufe 
of  the  governor,,  at  the  end  of  20  days. — An  opera  is  to  be  performed 
this  night. 

The  following  lines  are  cut  on  one  of  the  windbw-fluUters  of  our  room, 
which  I  here  infert  not  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  poetry,  but  becaufe  they 
fenfibly  ftruck  me,  as  exadlly  correfponding  with  my  own  melancholy 
fituation. 

“  Ut  nox  longa  mihi  vifa  eft,  cum  Delia  mendex 
“  Pollicita  eft,  curis  prasmia  magna  meis, 

“  Cum  fero  ad  limen,  frigidique  fub  setheris  axe, 

“  Cantarem  querulis,  furda  puella,  tibi ; 

“  Miratufque  fuam  vim  tanto  vincier  igne 

“  Trux  boreas  glomerat  dum  fuper  ora  nives. 

“  Sic  mihi  (nam  de  me  fateor)  dulcem  inter  amorem 
‘‘  Telluris  patrise,  tempera  tarda  fluunt: 
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Tempora  tarda  fluunt,  quas  tot  labentibus  annifi 
“  Me  vifu  prohibent  cara  tuo  genetrix ! 

“  Ter  denos,  quatuorque  dies  fol  aureus  orbe 
“  Complevit  totos,  alter  et  hie  fuper  eft, 

“  Ex  quo  me  fanum,  me  quovis  nomine  peftis 
“  Jam  dudum  immunem,  career  iniquus  habet. 

“  Sum  paflus  graviora  *,  dabit  Deus  his  quoque  finem 
“  Ut  Phoebi  terris  craftina  lux  fuerit. 

“  Tsedia  fic  parvo  folebar  carmine  •,  &  idem 
“  Holpes!  quifquis  eris,  fit  tibi  perfugium! 

”  Duodecimo  Calendas  Martii,  1758. 

“  Gulielmus  O’Carrol,  HibernuSi*® 


January  II.  We  were  favoured  with  a  vifit  from  the  conful  and  his  lady:  Meflrs. 

AJkew  and  Rutherford  accompanied  them.  In  the  afternoon,  the  captain 
of  the  Lazaretto  lent  in  his  compliments,  defiring  the  favour  to  fpeak  with 
us  ;  on  which  we  began  to  aftume  new  hopes  of  the  five  days  grace  being 
granted.  But  it  turned  out  nothing  more,  than  delivering  a  compliment 
'from  the  governor,  who  had  come  to  the  Lazaretto  in  the  morning,  intend¬ 
ing  to  tell  us  in  perfon  how  forry  he  was  that  the  five  days  grace  could  not 
be  allowed  us,  though  he  had  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  with  the  govern¬ 
ment  at  Florence  for  .that  purpofe.  As  we  were  engaged  with  the  conful 
and  his  lady  at  the  -time  the  governor  came,  he  would  not  come  in,  but 
went  away,  defiring  that  his  compliments  might  be  made  to  us.  Sir  Horace 
Man  alfo  wrote,  that  his  folicitations  in  our  affair  had  been  unfuccefs- 
ful. 

Monday,  This  evening  we  were  vifited  by  the  phyfician  of  the  place,  who,  with 
January  15.  great  folemnity,  pronounced  that  we  were  uninfected. 


January  16.  We  breakfafted  with  the  captain  of  the  Lazaretto,  and  immediately  after¬ 
wards,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  left  the  place  of  our  long  confinement. 


The  firft  perfons  we  paid  our  refpedls  to,  were  our  particular  friends 
Meffrs.  Becher  and  AJkew,  The  latter  was  fo  obliging  as  to  attend  us  in 
the  vifits  we  made  the  fame  morning  to  the  Englifh  conful,  to  the  go¬ 
vernor,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Levet.  After  thefe  were  over,  we  walked 
Tound  the  mole  and  arfenal,  dined  with  Mr.  BecheFs  family,  and  in  the 
evening  went  to  the  opera.  The  theatre  here  is  fmall,  but  neat;  it  will 
hold  about  700  people,  and  is  the  property  of  private  perfons,  who  lei 
the  boxes  out  to  hire  for  the  leafon.  But  exclufive  of  the  feat,  you  pay 
for  the  performance  alfo ;  and  this,  by  perfons  of  faftiion,  is  either  done 
by  the  quarter,  or  more  commonly  by  the  whole  feafon.  People  in  the  pit 
pay  three  polls  (about  eighteen  pence)  for  each  night,  and  three  or  four 
ifcratches  more  to  the  owner  of  the  feat.  The- manager  receives  the  whole 
money,  and  out  of  it  defrays  all  expences,  contrafting  with  each  adlor  and 

muficiaa 
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^ufician  for  the  feafon.  The  band  confifts  of  25  hands,  among  whom  1759. 
■are  fome  of  the  bcft  performers  in  Italy.  The  opera-dreffes  are  made  up 
in  a  good  tafte,  and  very  droll. 

The  governor,  conful,  and  Mr.  Levet.,  returned  our  vifits.  As  foon  as 
they  were  gone,  we  went  to  take  a  view  of  Donatelk^s,  famous  ftatue  of  the 
grand  duke  in  marble,  and  the  four  Hurkijh  flaves  in  bronze,  which  is  a 
piece  of  exquifite  workmanfhip.  The  grand  duke  is  (landing  on  a  pe- 
deftal,  with  the  father  and  his  three  fons  fo  chained,  that  at  its  four 
corners  from  the  proper  point  of  view,  all  their  faces  are  at  once  beheld. 

The  bagnio  likewife  is  a  very  noble  fight,  and  well  deferving  a  traveller’s 
.attention. 

We  breakfaflted  with  Mr.  Hutchttifon.,  who  afterwards,  with  Mr.  Levet^  January  if. 
walked  round  the  walls  of  the  garrifon.with  us.  It  is  a  neat,  compact  fortifi¬ 
cation,  with  a  wet  ditch,  redoubts,  glacis,  &c. :  from  the  walls,  we  had  a  moft 
beautifnl  land  and  fea  profpeft.  We  were  afterwards  conduifled  to  fcveral 
•Jiandfome  churches.  One  belonged  to  the  Greeks  of  the  Roman  perfuafion, 
and  another  to  the  Armenians.  We  faw  a  pretty  colledlion  of  paintings  at 
Mr.  Hutchinfon's :  Among  others,  were  fome  very  ftriking  likenefies  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fadory,  done  by,  our  countryman  Mr.  Dance^  who  bids 
fair  to  be  at  the  top  of  his  profeflion.  At  this  gentleman’s  lodgings,  we 
Jheard  the  famous  Seignior  Giardini  play  upon  the  violin  ;  he  was  a  pupil  of 
Cartonisy  and  is  looked  upon  as  the  firfi:  fiddle  now  in  Italy.  . 

In  our  walk  this  morning,  I  could  not  but  take  particular  notice  of  a  January  19* 
great  number  of  horfes,  which  were  led  about  drefibd  with  ribbons  and  other 
ornaments.  Upon  my  enquiring  into  the  reafon  of  this  piece  of  pageantry, 
a  French  gentleman  who  came  with  us  from  Cyprus^  and  now  happened  to  be 
upon  the  parade,  (hook  his  head,  and  faid,  he  was  afiiamed  to  inform 
me,  but  the  faff  was,  that  the  too  credulous  people,  conformable  to  an  an¬ 
nual  cuftom,  were  leading  thofe  creatures  to  a  certain  church,  in  order  to 
their  being  blejfedy  which  was  done  by  the  prayers  and  laying  on  of  hands  of 
a  prieft,  who  for  his  good  offices  received  a  pecuniary  fatisfa^ion  j  and  with¬ 
out  this  benediftion,  the  owners  never  expedl  any  good  fervices  from  their 
cattle  for  the  enfuing  year. 

This  day  MefiTrs.  Becher,  AJkeWy  Levety  Hutchinfony  Dance y  and  Dr.  Gar-  January  20* 
den  (uncle  to  our  good  friend  at  Baghdady  and  whom  I  made  very  happy  in 
my  account  of  his  nephew)  gave  Mr.  Gregory  and  me  the  pleafure  ot  their 
company  at  dinner. 

Many  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  factory,  and  our  whole  party  dined  January  21, 
with  the  governor  to  day.  He  is  called  Seignior  Bourhuy  Marquis  de  Monte. 

His  falary  is  looo/.  per  annumy  exclufive  of  his  houfe,  firing,  wines,  and 

F  f  f  many 
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1759.  many  other  articles>»  which  are  provided  for  him  gratis.  He  has  likewrfe"’ 
an  annual  prefent  from,  the  who;  carry  on  a  great  trade  here.  Cap¬ 

tains  of  fhips  alfo,  and  their  owners,,  are  not  unmindful  of^paying  him  tri¬ 
bute.  He  prefides  over  the  inquifition  and  other  courts  j  and  has  an  un^ 
limited  power  to  reprieve  or  pardon^. 

Leghorn  is  fituated  on  what  they  call  an  ifland,  made  fo  by  an  artificial'; 
canal  which  runs  round  the  walls,  and  at  length  communicates  with  the- 
river  Arno.  There  are  faid  to  be  50,000  inhabitants  in  this  place^  of  whom 
they  reckon  14,000  are  Jews :  thefe  live  in  a  part  of  the  town  by  them- 
felves.  Some  of  them  are  rich,  and  keep  their  carriages;  but  what  is  very, 
remarkable,,  they  are  never  fuffered  to  be  driven  by  a  coachman  fitting  on  a.x 
box,  but  by  a  poftilion  only..  The  trade  of  Leghorn  is  ftiil  very  great, 

■  ’*  though  of  late  years  it  has  been  much  leflened  by  Genoa^  Chita  Vecchiay,. 

AnconOj,  and  Naples^  being  declared  free-ports.  *■ 

January  23.  At  nine  this  morning;  a  letter  was  put  into  my  hands  from  a  friend  in  j 
England,  dated  the  28  th  of  December  laft,  bringing  the  moft  melancholy 
tidings  of  the  deathiof  my  dear  and  only  furviving  parent,  whofe  .face  above 
all  things  r  once  more  defired  to  fee.  The  good  natured  reader  will  eafily 
conceive  what  I  thought,  and  felt,  on  this  afHidting  occafion,.  and  fpare  me 
the  trouble  of  deferibing  it.ii  During  the  whole  tiofie  I  had  been  feparated  ' 
fjromfbcrj.  Bhad  formed- to  myfelf  the  exquifitCvfenfation  of  comforting  her  r 
in  the  decline  of  life,  and  had  often  fighed-out  in  the  ardour  of  my  hearty, 
and  in  the  fpirit  of  poetry,  and  of  Pope, , 

'  •  -  •/ 

Me  let  the  tender  office  long  engage- 
“  To  rock  the  cradle  of;repofi:ng  age!  . 

“  With  lenient  arts  extend  a  mother’s -breath, . 

“  Make  languor  fmile,  and  fmooth  the  bed  of  death-!' 

Explore  the  thought,  explain  the  afking  eye, 

And  keep  awhile  one  parent  from  the  fky !” 

But  heaven  thought  not  proper  to  indulge  me  in  this-  perhaps  my  too  i 
pafiionate  requeft ;  and  to  its  decrees,  how  rigorous  foever,  I  am.  taught  to  ? 
fubmit. 

In  the  evening  we  took  leave  of  all  thbfe  whofe  ftation,  friendfhip,  or  ac-' 
quaintance  made  it  neceflary. 

*  y[v.  jiddif on,  who  was  here  in  the  year  1699,  fpeaks  of  the  great  duke  being-then  under 
apprehenfions  of  the  Pope'^  making  Civita  Vecchia  a  free  port,  as  it  might  in  time  prove  very 
prejudicial  to  Ltghorn^  Addison’s  travels,  page  228. 
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At  ten  o’clock  this  morning,  Mcflrs.  Gregorys,  Bailey y  and  myfelf,  1759. 
•with  our  fervants,  in  three  poft  chaifes  left  Leghorn  for  Pifay  accompanied  ^ 
by  our  obliging  friends  Meffrs.  Becher  and  Hutchinfon.  The  road  between  «+• 

thefe  two  places  runs  partly  through  a  very  pleafant  wood,  and  partly 
vthrough  the  mod  delightful  valley  that  polTibly  can  be  conceived.  The 
iprofpecd  to  our  right,  was  that  of  an  unbounded  plain  ;  while  that  to  our 
left,  was  terminated  by  the  Apennine  mountains,  many  of  whofe  tops  were 
covered  with  fnow.  *  After  we  had  left  the  wood,  we  entred  upon  the 

plain,  and  got  to  Pifoy  by  dinner-time. 

/ 

Leghorn  has  almoft  depopulated  the  city  of  Pifa^  which  if  compared  with  PisiU 
its  former  flourilbing  date,  may  be  now  truly  faid,  to  be  without  inhabi¬ 
tants.  We  did  not  omit  to  vifit  the  much  talked  of  leaning  or  hang¬ 
ing  tower,  whofe  inclination  has  been  at  length  determined  'by  judi¬ 
cious  artids,  to  be  entirely  owing  to  the  foundation’s  giving  way.  This 
tower  ferves  as  a  belfry  to  the  cathedral,  and  dands  but  at  a  little  didance 
from  it.  The  cathedral  is  a  large,  noble,  gothic  pile  of  building,  and 
its  baptidry  or  dome,  and  three  brazen  doors  done  by  John  of  Bologna^  can 
never  be  fufficiently  admired.  St.  Stephen's  hofpital,  and  the  beggar’s  church, 
are  like  wife  worth  feeing. 

We  dined  at  a  public  houfe'  here ;  and  at  three  o’clock  parted  with  our 
two  friends  Meflfs.  Becher  and  Hutchinfony  who  returned  to  Leghortiy  while 
we  went  on^  for  Lucca  *,  where  we  arrived  jud  before  the  Ihutting  of  the  Lucca. 

gates,  having  travelled  over  the  fined  vale,  and  the  bed  cultivated  fields  and 
vineyards,  that  imagination  itfelf  can  polTibly  conceive.  .Lucca  is  a  well 
built  city,  and  though  the  dreets  are  narrow,  they  are  well  paved.  Its 
Situation  is  delightful.  > 

We  left  Lucca  at  half  pad  feven,  for  Borgianay  which  is  a  journey  of  two  January  25. 
pods.  We  got  to  it  at  half  pad  nine,  having  dill  the  fame  delightful  Borgiana. 

country  to  pafs  over,  diverfi.fied  by  many  a  pleafant  villa  and  little  town. 

Among  the  lad  were  Manze  and  Lontina  on  our  left,  and  Saint  Mariana- 
Cote-,  to  our  right. 

Borgiana  is  a  neat  country  town ;  we  took  horfes  there  for  Piftoria  or  Pistoria. 
Pizoriay  and  reached  it  about  one  in  the  afternoon.  This  is  a  walled  city, 
end  famous  for  the  battle  fought  near  it,  between  Anthony  and  CatilinCy  in 

♦  Horrebat  glacie  faxa  Inter  lubrica  fummo 
Piniferum  coelo  mifeens  caput  Apeninus : 

Condiderat  nix  alta  trabes,  &  vertice  celfo 
Canus  apex  ftrida  furgebat  ad  aftra  pruina. 

SiL.  Ital.  lib.  iv. 
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1759.  which  the  latter  was  defeated,  and  killed  *  ;  but  vve  pafTed  by  without  gofng' 
^  *  into  it,  having  changed  our  horfes  and  poftilions  at  an  inn  without  ther 

gates:  we  proceeded  on.  for  Prata^  another  walled  city.  The  people  of' 
the  country  through  which  we  travelled  to-day  look  gay^  and  there  appears- 
a  certain  air  of  chearfulnefs  and  content  in  all  their  countenances..  The- 
women  are  handibme,  and  at  the  fame  time  indufh-ious :  we  faw  none  of 
them  but  were  bufily  employed,  either  in  the  work  of  the  fields,  or  fpin- 
Florence.  ning  and  knitting  in  their  houfes.  We  arrived  at  Florence  about  half  paffc 
feven  in  the  evening. 


lanuary  261.  We  made  it  our  firfl:  bufinefs  this  morning  to  wait  upon  S\v  Horace  Man~ 
the  envoy,  who  received  us  very  politely.  We  afterwards  vifited  the- 

great  duke’s  palace  oi  Pitti.  It  confifts  of  a  body,  and  two  wings,  built  of 
Hone,  with  Tufean  pillars  and  ruftic  work.  The  wings  contain  chiefly  bed¬ 
chambers,  but  the  rooms  in  the  center  are  fiiled  with  a  variety  of  paintingSj.* 
&c.  done  by  die  molt  celebrated  mailers., 

I  lhall  only  mention  thofe  that  ftruck  me  moft  fenfibly.. 

Antiochus  and  Stratonice,  by  Pietro  de  Car  tuna,  "f 

Four  large  pidlures,  reprefenting  death,  purgatory,  judgment,  heaven: 
and  hell,  by  the  Chevalier  Nafcint  of  Sienna. 

A  Judith^  with  Holifernes^s  head  in  her  hand! 

The  Saviour  of  the  world,  hy  Marroche-. 

A  Mars  going  to  war,  by  Rubens. 

The  three  Deftinies,  holding,  fpinning,  and' cutting  the  thread  of  life,, 
by  Michael  Angelo. 

A  Cleopatra  in  Afflidlion,  by  Guido. 

Our  Saviour  at  fupper  with  his  twelve  Apollles,  By  Bonifacio.. 

'[  A  Virgin  Mary  with  a  little  Jefusi  by  Titian. 

Another  fine  pi<5lure  of  a  Madona^  and  the  infant  Jej us  in  her  arms,  at¬ 
tended  by  two  angels,  who  are  reading  a  fcroll. 

The  rape  of  the  Sylvan  nymphs ‘by  Satyrs ;  by  Rubens^ 

Two  piclures  by  Salvator  Rofa.  One  of  them  reprefents  a  Sea-port 
crowded  with  Ihips  and  gallies.  The  other  is  alfo  on  a  marine  fubjeiH. 

A  portrait  of  Cardinal  Bentivoglio.,  by  Vandyke. 

A.  fine  pidlure  of  St.  Francis.  He  is  reprefented  to  be  in  a  dark  room, 
with  a  ray  of  light  ftriking  upon  his  hands  and  face.  This  circumftance- 
has  a  wonderful  effedl. 


*  R cliques  Catilina  per  montes  afperos,  magnis  itineribus*  in  agrum  Piftorienfem  ab* 
duck.  Sallujiii  Bellum  Catalinariunp. 

f  The  Hiftory  of  this  piHure  is  related  at  large  in  the  7th  volume  of  Rollings  ancient  hif- 
tory. — Alfo  Plutarch  in  Demetr.  p,  906,  907. 
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» 

A  Sr.  Stbajlian."'  The  three  arrows  which  killed  him  are  reprefented  ns  1752* 
ft'icking  in  his  flefh  •,  the  exquifue  torture  he  is  in,,  and  indeed  all  the  airs,  '---v----' 
of  this  picture,  are  wonderfully.  exprefTed. 

A  fine  Magdalen^  by  Furina. 

A  dead  Chriji^  by  Cigolh 

A  St.  Johuy,  Sc.  Maryy  with  a.  in  Her  arms,  and  Sc.  Francis-' 

(landing  by,  them  j  done  in  1517,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto. 

A  St.  Anny  teaching  her  daughter  to  read  by  Solomani  xNeopoUtany  now 
liying.- 

F’our  large  Battle  pieces,  by  Bourgenini.. 

Our  Saviour,  and  four  of  the  Apoftles,  by  Bartolomeo: 

Gain  flaying  Abely  by  Scavona. 

K  Luther y  Cahiny  and  C^/wVs  wife  this  lafl:  is  reprefented’ as  a  Beau¬ 
tiful  nun,  with  golden  diflievclled  hair,  on  whom  Calvin  \s  made  to  look 
very  wifhfully. — This,  picflure  was  done  by  Girgoni. 

But  the  moft  valuable  piece  in  the  whole  palace,,  is'  the  incomparable. 

Madona  de  la  Segiohy  or  the  Virgin  Mary  in  a  chair,  with  Jefus  in  her 
arms.  This  is  a  fmall  pidure,  but  is  efteemed  by,  connoiflburs  to  be  the 
bell  in  the  whole  world  •,  it  was  painted  by  Raphael.  Forty  thoufand 
dollars,,  fome  fay  fequins,  have  been  offered  for  it;,  but.  if  they,  were 
dollars  only,.,  this  pidlire.  mufl:  be  worth  about  nine  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.,  . 

There  are  alfo  in  this  palace  many  pieces  of  exquifite  workraanfliip  in 
the  other  arts.  Such  in  particular  are  four  beautiful  Alto  Reliefs  in  ivory.. 

The  firft-  reprefents  the  Rape  of  Venus  by  Mars.  The  fubjed  of  the 
fecond  is  the  well-known  ftory  of  Bacchus  and  Ariadne.  *The  fable  of  ' 

Ceres  looking  after  her  daughter,  is  reprefented  in  the  third.  And  in  the 
fourth,  Silenus  is  depidured  as  fitting  drunk  upon  his  afs.  -|-  'Here 
are  alfo  four  pieces  of  admired  workmanfliip  in  bronze,  done  by  Faguri, 

Their  fubjeds  are,  our  Saviour  at  the  well  with  the  Samaritan  woman  *,  the 
Frodigal  Son  returned  to  his  father;  the  appearance  of  God  unto  Mofes  in 
the  burning  bufli ;  and  another  piece  of  Scripture-hiftory  which  I  have  now 
forgotten.  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  things,  perhaps  dill  more  curious^, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  palace  of.  Pitti. 

We  had  the  honour  of  a  vifft  to-day  from  the  Y.ir\  of  NorthamptoHy  andi 
another;  from  Sir  Horace  Man.  At  night  we  went  to  the  opera,  where  we 
were  furprized  to  find  the  performers  in  every  refped  greatly  inferior  to 
thofe  at  Leghorn. 

In  the  morning  we  vifited  the  Earl  of  Northampton  ;  and  afterwards  went  January  27; 
to  fee  the  old  palace,  which  is  juftly  efteemed  the  greateft  repofitory  in  the. 

•  For  this  fable  of  Cem,  vide  Ovid.  Faft.  lib.  4. 

t  Venerat  &  pando  fenior  Silenus  afello. 

OvjD.  FalL’ 


world 
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1759.  world  bf  both  ancient  and  modern  curiofities.  I  Ihall  here,  as  in  my  dc^ 
— Y-^  fcription  of  the  new  or  Pitti  palace,  only  mention  fuch  pieces  of  fculpture 
or  painting  as,  at  the  time  I  viewed  them,  made  on  my  mind  the  ftrongeft 
limpreflions. 

Hercules  lifting  up  Antaeus  from  the  earth.  * 

A  Roman  foldier  carrying  off  a  Sabine  woman  by  force,  and  trampling 
the  hufband  under  his  feet,  f — Thefe  two,  with  another  of  David,  ftand 
in  the  court  of  the  palace,  and  all  three  are  larger  than  life. 

On  the  floor  of  the  gallery,  on  one  fide,  are  placed  bufts  or  ftatues  of 
all  the  Emperors  of  Rome,  (landing  on  marble  pedeftals ;  and  oppofire  to 
them  are  .their  EmprelTes  or  wives.  The  feries  begins  with  Julius  Ceefar  in 
bronze,  and  ends  with  Gonjiantine  in  marble.  They  all  deferve  to  be  taken 
•notice  of,  either  as  fingular  in  their  kind,  or  admirable  for  the  excellence  of 
their  fculpture.  In  the  fame  gallery,  is  a  Roman  Cenfor  in  his  robes. 

A  Morpheus  afleep  in  touch-ftone.  He  lies  on  his  back,  has  wings,  and 
holds  a  bundle  of  poppy  in  his  hand. 

A  .VeJialVwgm  \  her  head  and  fide  of  the  face  is  hidden  by  a  flowing  veil. 
In  her  right  hand  (he  bears  a  torch  (reprefenting  the  holy  fire)  and  in  her 
deft  a  cup. 

A  Roman  Gladiator,  admiring  his  lately  gotten  prize.  This  is  a  noble 
piece  of  fculpture. 

A  Seneca. 

Jupiter  and  Ganymede, 

"Jupiter  and  heda.  § 

The  Mufes, 

/  Calliope,  the  Goddefs  of  Mufic. 

Urania,  the  Goddefs  of  Aftronomy. 

A  Chimara  in  brafs. — It  has  a  Lion’s  head,  a  Goat’s  back,  the  hinder 
parts  are  thofe  of  a  Dragon,  and  on  its  feet  are  Eagle’s  claws. 


•  Proptrtms  has  taken  notice  of  this  very  ftatue. 


- luftantum  in|)ulvere  figna 

•Herculis  Antseique. 


Lib.  iii.  Eleg.  xxii. 


•f  '  '  . —  ■  -et  raptas  fine  more  Sabinas 

Conceflu  caveae,  magnis  Circenfibus  aftis, 

Addiderat.'  Viac.  ^Eneid.  lib.  viii. 


X  Intexufque  puer  frondofa  regius  Ida 
Velocis  jaculo  cervos  curfuque  fatigat 
Acer,  anhelanti  fimilis ;  quem  prsepes  ab  Ida 
Sublimem  pedibns  rapuit  Jovis  armiger  uncis. 

ViRG.  .^neid.  lib.  r. 


5  Dat  mihi  Leda  Jovem  cycno  decepta  parentem, 

Quse  falfam  gremip  credula  fovit  avem. 

Ovid.  Epift.  xvii. 
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Gajlor  and  Pollux.  They  are  joined  at  their  breads,  denoting  the  brotherly  ^759*  • 
16ve  that  was  between  them.  ' — 

A  Laocoon  two  Sons. — This  is  in  bronze;  a  very  large  and  fine 

piece  of  fculpture,  and  copied  from  the  original  ftatue  that  ftands  in  the 
Belvidera  at  Rome.  * 

Apollo  flaying  Marfws^  who  is  tied  by  his  hands  to  a  tree,  for  pretending 
to  rival  the  God  in  Mufic.  -f- 
The  famous  wild  Boar. 

The  God  porphyry,  j! 

A  Narcijfus^  admiring  his  own  lhadow.  § 

An  .^fculapius — pointing  with  the  fore-finger  of  one  hand, >  and;  holding- 
a  bundle  of  herbs  in  the  other.-  jno 

Venus^  with  Cupid  in  her  lap.  '  to  :3DriO!- 

A  ftatue  of  an  Etrufean  Nobleman,  commonly  miftaken  Scipio.  It  is 
in  bronze,  and  has  fome  charadters  that  fpeak  it  to  be  T ufcan. 

Annius  Verus,  the  Son  of  Marcus 'Aurelius,  He  died  at  fix  years  of 
age. 

A  Mars,-r—A.  Mercury^^A-Bacohus,- 


**■  immenfis  orbibus  angues 

Incumbunt  pelago,  pariterque  at  littora  tendunt.- 
Laocoonta  petunt :  &  primum  parva  duorutn 
Corpora  natorum  ferpens  amplexus  uterque 
Implicat,  &  miferos  morfu  depafeitur  artus. 

Poft  ipfum,  auxilio  f'ubeuntem  ac  tela  ferentem  * 

Corripiunt,  fpirifque  ligant  ingentibus  :  &  jam  • 

,  Bis  medium  amplexi,  bis  collo  fquamea  circum 

Terga  dati,  fuperant  capite  &  cervicibus  altis,  . 

£  Ille  limul  manibus  tendit  divellere  nodos, 

Perfufus  fanie  vittas  atroque  veneno  : 

Clamores  fimul  horrendos  ad  fidera  tollit. 

ViRG.  ^neid.'lib.  ii.  • 


J  Quern  Tritoniaca  latoiis  aruridine  viftum  ' 

Aft'ecit  poena. - 

Clamanti  cutis  eft  fummos  derepta  per  artus : 

Nec  quicquam,  nili  vulnus,  erat.  Cruor  undlque  manat, 

Deteftique  patent  nervi ;  trepidaeque  fine  ulla 

Pelle  micant  venae.  Ovid.  Metam;  lib.  vi. ^ 

J  'Pana  Deum  pecoris  veteres  coluifle  feruntur 
Arcades.  Arcadiis  plurimus  ille  jugis. 

Ovid.  Fall.  lib.  il.  - 

^^.1.  . — vife  correptus  imagine  formae, 

Rem  line  corpore  amat— — 

Adftupet  ipfe  fibi:  vultuque  immotus  eodem  - 
Hjeret— 

Speftat  inexpleto  mendacem  lumine  formam : 

Perque  oc«los  peril  ipfe  fuos. 

Ovid.  Metam.  lib.  iih 


\ 
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•  An  Alexander,  looking  upwards,  with  an  air  of  grief  or  pain  in  his  coun¬ 
tenance.  Mr.  Addifon  fuppofes,  that  the  fculptor  had  .in  his  thoughts  the 
4:onqueror’s  weeping  for  ,new  .worlds.;  but  others  think,  that  he  is  here 
reprefented  as  recovering  /rom  a  , grievous  blow  which  he  had  juft  before 
received. 

The  Judgment  of  Parh. — The  ftatues  of  Juno,  Venus,  and  P alias,  are 
placed  near  him,  and  are  lb  dlfpofed,  that  Paris  who  has  the  apple  in  his 
hand,  is  made  to  ^ive  the  preference  to  Venus,  by  fixing  his  eyes  upon 
her  *. 

A  Minerva. — A  Flora. 

An  Apollo,  with  a  bow  on  his  fhoulders  -f. 

A  Prometheus  .j:. 

An  Endymion,  gazing  attentively  on  the  moon  §. 

A  drunken  Bacchus,  with  a  cup  in  his  hand,  done  by  Michael  Angelo, 
This  is  the  only  finilhed  piece  of  his  in  the  whole  gallery  ;  and  here  he 
.exerted  all  his  powers,  to  convince  the  world  that  the  abilities  of  men  in 
his  age,  fell  not  fhort  of  thole  of  the  ancients.  We  were  defined  to  obferve, 
that  one  of  the  arms  of  this  ftatue  was  joined  by  a  cement,  to  the  trunk ; 
and  were  told,  that  Angelo  himfelf  had  purpofely  broken  it  off,  as  foon  as 
„he  had  finilhed  his  work,  and  after  fecretly  burying  the  remaining  part  of 
fthe  ftatue  under  ground,  where  he  fuffered  it  to  lie  for  fome  time,  he  then 
caufed  it  to  be  dug  up  as  though  by  accident,  and  fent  it  to  the  pope’s  court, 
wh?re  it  met  with  univerfal  admiration,  as  a  moft  finilhed  piece  of  antiquity. 
Angelo  was  foon  afterwards  fent  for  to  Rome,  to  partake  of  the  general 
fatisfaftion  which  this  new  difeovery  had  created,  and  after  he  had  fuffici- 
ently  diverted  himfelf  with  the  ignorance  of  thefe  pretended  antiquarians, 
he  at  length  thought  fit  to  clear  up  the  whole  affair,  by  producing  the 
arm.  Other  writers  have  indeed  related  the  fame  ftory  concerning  a 

*  At  Venus  Tioc  pafta  efl: :  &  in  alt*  vallibus  Id*  ^ 

Tres  tibi  fe  nudas  exhibuere  De* : 

Unaque  cum  regnum,  belli  daret  altera  laudem  ; 

Tyndaridos  conjux,  tertia  dixit  eris. 

Ovid.  Epift.  xvii. 

•f-  Nunquam  humeris  pofiturus  arcum 
Delius  &  Patareus  Apollo. 

Hokat.  Carm.iv.  lib.  iii. 

'J  - — ■  per  tota,  novem  cui  jugera  corpus 
Porrigitur,  rollroque  imraanis  vultur  obunco 
Immortale  jecur  tondens,  fecundaque  pcenis 
Vifeera,  rimaturque  epulis,  habitatque  fub  alto* 

Pcflore:  nec  fibris  requies  datur  ulla  renatis.  . 

ViRG.  AEneid.  lib.  vi. 


■Cupid. 


^  Latmius  Endymion  non  ell  tibi,  Luna,  rubori. 

.  Ovid.  Artis  Amat.  lib.  hi. 


Here 
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Here  are  feveral  other  ftatues  begun  by  Michael  Angelo,  but  never  ^759* 
finifhed  •,  particularly  one  of  the  younger  Brutus,  on  which  is  infcribed  a  v*— > 

Latin  verfe,  in  excufe  for  the  fculptor’s  not  going  through  with  his  work. 

The  reafon  affigned,  is  Brutus's  crime  in  murdering  his  friend  and  benefaflor 

"Julius  Cccfar',  but  the  true  reafon  why  this,  and  the  feveral  other  ftatues 

by  Michael  Angelo  were  not  finifiied,  probably  was,  becaufe  he  was  called 

off  from  time  to  time  by  his  mafters,  the  popes,  who  fet  him  about  other 

performances.  The  laft  ftatue  I  fhall  take  notice  of  in  this  gallery,  is  a 

very  fine  one  of  Bernini's  miftrefs,  done  by  himfelf  j  in  which  he  has  been  fo 

exadt  as  to  (hew  a  fmall  fear  in  her  face,  occafioncd  by  a  fcratch  he  gave 

her  at  a  game  of  romps.  Two  magnificent  marble  pillars  (land  at  the  end  ' 

of  the  gallery,  on  which  feveral  Roman  arms  and  implements  of  war  are 

curioufly  wrought.  ' ' 

At  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  we  had  the  pleafure  to  find  Mr.  Totting^ 
ham  there,  who  was  juft  arrived  from  Leghorn, 

This  morning  we  made  a  fecond  vifit  to  the  old  palace,  and  were  (hewn  January  aS. 
the  feveral  chambers  of  curiofities,  that  (land  on  the  fide  of  it.  The 
firft  chamber,  which  is  about  forty  feet  fquare,  and  of  a  good  height,  has 
its  walls  decorated  with  portraits  of  the  great  mafters  in  painting,  each  of 
whom  drew  his  own  picture,  and  fent  it  to  this  collection.  The  fecond,  is 
almoft  full  of  fine  old  china,  and  has  a  large  touchftone  table,  cu¬ 
rioufly  inlaid  with  oriental  (tones  of  different  kinds  and  colours.  The 
third  is  made  up  of  different  relicks  of  antiquity,  dug  out  of  the  ruins 
of  Rome.  In  the  fourth,  you  are  (hewn  a  corona  muralis,  and  a  corona 
radialis  with  only  eight  (pikes.  Mr.  Addifon  very  juftly  obferves,  that  the 
ufual  number  was  twelve,  and  quotes  the  following  lines  from  Virgil  to 
prove  it : 

— -  —  — -  ingenti  mole  Latinus 

Quadrijugo  vehitur  curru  ;  cui  tempora  circum 
Aurati  bis  fex  radii  fulgentia  cingunt. 

Here  alfo  I  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  an  ancient  Mgjpian  Sijirum  *. — 

This,  and  the  two  foregoing  articles  are  of  brafs.  The  fifth  chamber,  is  an 
oftagon  i  where  I  could  not  but  take  particular  notice  of  two  young 
Morpheus's  in  white  marble,  as  it  ferves  to  invalidate  an  obfervation  of  Mr. 

Addifon's,  who  feems  to  intimate  that  the  God  of  deep  was  never  reprefented 


Regina  in  mediis  patrlo  vocat  Agmina  Siftro. 


Siftra  ?- 


quid  nunc  iEgyptIa  profunt 


ViRG.  .^neid.  lib.  ix. 


Ovid.  Amorum,  lib.  iii. 
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by  any  of  the  ancient  fculptors,  but  in  black  marine.  Here  vva^  alfo  the 
famous  ftatue  of  the  Roman  Have,  liftning,  and  whetting  his  knife,  which 
is  held  in  high  eftimation. 

Jpollo  and  five  other  deities  in  bronze,  by  John  of  Bologna, 

A  Venus  in  porphyry. 

A  large  fawn  in  marble. 

Another  fine  marble  ftatue  of  what  is  called  the  “  two  wreftlers.” 

An  Hermaphrodite  lying  afieep  on  its  fide,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
partly  difcover  the  male  parts.  The  large  breafts  and  hips  declare  alfo  its 
feminine  participation. — This  ftatue  was  made  after  that  celebrated  one  in-' 
the  Villa  Borghefe. 

A  Priapus  \  four  feet  in,  length,  and  three  feet  one  inch  in  circumference. 
Around  this  ftrange  and  obfcene  figure,  the  twelve  conftellations  are 
reprefented. 

A  Roman  conful  fitting.* — This  is  the  ftatue  taken  notice' of  by  Mr.,. 
Addifon,  as  having  the  large  ring  upon  his  finger;,  which,  he  tells  you, 
reminded  him  of  Juvenal's,  exprelTion  “  majoris  pondera  gemmse.” 

A  Jupiter  tonans, 

A  buft  of  Euripides^  the  famous  Greek  tragic  poet. 

Three  marble  bufts  of  Homer,  found  in  Leghorn  road.. 

A  fatyr,  by  Michael  Angelo,  not  quite  finifhed. 

Three  pretty  babes  afieep,  and  refting  their  heads  upon  one  another. 

Over  the  door  is  a  moft  excellent  buft  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  in  plaifter  off 
Paris ;  from  which  many  copies  have  been  taken. 

Another  very  remarkable  ftatue  in  this  colleftion,  is  the  juftly  celebrated 
Venus  oi  Medicis,  fo  called  from  its  being  in  the  poflellion  of  that  family,, 
of  whofe  incomparable  beauty  of  fhape,  air,  and  pofture,  fo  much  has  beea 
faid  by  all  travellers.  She  is  here  (tiled  “  Venus  VidirixJ'  to  diftinguifii 
her  from  two  other  Venus's  which  ftand  near  her.  One  of  thefe  is  called 
“  Venus  marina,"  the  other  Venus  ccelefiis  "  and  both  have  a  covering  ;, 
round  the  waift :  the  firft  is  quite  naked. 

In  this  room  you  are  alfo  (hewn  a  great  variety  of  excellent  paintings 
fuch  as  John  the  Baptiji,  by  Raphael ;  he  has  a  tyger’s  (Icin  about  the 
waift,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  wildernefs ;  he  is  painted  very  young, 
not  more  than  fixteen  or  feyenteen  years  of  age.— Lord  Southwell,  and  Martin 
Luther,  by  Holbein, 

Two  much  admired  paintings  by  Titian,  One  of  them  is  a  portrait  of 
his  own  wife,  whom  he  has  drawn  at  full  length,  l^ing  on  a  bed,  and  as 
naked  as  (he  came  into  the  world.  The  other,  is  of  a  moft  beautiful  girl, 
a  favourite  miftrefs  of  a  great  duke,  who  is  alfo  painted  quite  naked.  .  The 
portrait  of  Titian's,  wife  Teems  to  be  alive,  and  is  as  fini(hed  a  piece  of  the 
painter’s  art,  as  the  Venus  of  Medieis  \%  of  the  fculptor’s, — Many  copies  both' 
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of  the  ftatiie  and  piflure  are  to  be  feen  in  private  families,  efpecially  in  1759! 
thofe  apartments  where  company  is  generally  entertained.  u— 

Three  excellent  night-pieces  by  Schaikin  :  and  a  fourth  by  Francis  Douven 
a  Palatine. — A  nurfe  teaching  a  child  to  read  by  candle-light,  a  friar  ftands 
behind  them,  warming  his  hands  at  the  fire:  the  light  of  the  fire  ftriking 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  friar,  is  admirably  well  executed,  as  is  alfo  that  of 
the  candle  on  the  nurfe  and  child. 


The  lafi:  curiofity  that  was  (hewn  us  in  this  odlagon  room,  was  Cardinal 
Leopold's  cabinet  of  female  beauties  in  miniature,  done  by  the  belt 
painters  of  the  age  he  lived  in.  The  cabinet  has  fixty  drawers,  with  feven 
hundred  pictures  in  each,  all  fet  in  filver. 

There  are  three  or  four  other  large  chambers  which  are  adorned  with 
cabinets,  tables  and  other  pieces,  inlaid  with  ebony,  ivory,  wax,  lapis 
lazuli,  amber,  agate,  and  precious  ftones,  but  as  all  voyage  writers  and 
authors  of  travels  are  full  of  thefe,  I  fiiall  pafs  them  by,  taking  notice  only 
of  four  or  five  paintings  which  are  exquifitely  fine. 

John  Baptiji's  head  in  a  charger,  by  Caracci. 

Mars  and  Venus.^  by  Rubens. 

Charles  the  fifth,  emperor  of  Germany.^  and  an  Italian  lady,  by  Vandyke* 

Adam  and  Eve.^  by  Albert  Durer. 

Over  the  door  of  one  of  thefe  chambers,  are  the  portraits  of  the  great 
Duke  of  Marlborough.^  Prince  Rupert.,  and  Lord  OJfory,  done  by  our  country 
man  Sir  Peter  Lilly, 


In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  the  baptiftry,  which  is  an  oftagon,  and  was 
once  a  temple  dedicated  to  the  god  Mars.  It  has  three  brafs  gates-,  one 
of  them  was  the  work  of  Ghiberti,  a  Florentine,  with  many  feripture  ftories 
in  Bajfo  Relievo.  The  famous  Michael  Angelo,  was  fo  ftruck  with  its  beau¬ 
ties,  that  he  pronounced  it  worthy  of  being  one  of  the  gates  of  Heaven.  The 
other  two  are  alfo  very  handfome,  but  greatly  inferior  to  the  former. — V/^e 
then  drove  to  the  Boma  church,  which  is  a  large  Gothic  cathedral.  The 
Rotunda  was  the  fir  ft  of  its  kind,  and  fo  much  admired  Michael  Angelo, 
that  he  in  part  took  from  it  the  model  of  St.  PetePs  at  Rome.  In  this 
church,  a  Johannes  Acutus  (as  he  is  called)  is  painted  in  Frefco,  on  horfe- 
back.  He  was  an  Englijhman  in  the  Florentine  feryice,  and  behaved  very 
bravely.  His  proper  name  according  to  fome  was  Hacluit,  by  others.  Sharp, 
which  the  Italians  rendered  into  Latin  by  the  word  Acutus. 


We  next  vifited  the  Annunciata,  a  very  neat  church,  with  a  gilded  roof, 
and  many  fine  paintings.  The  Madona  del  Sacca  here  is  much  admired. 
We  then  repaired  to  St.  Croce,  a  pile  of  .building ;  the  moft  remark¬ 

able  things  in  it,  are  two  fuperb  monuments,  one  of  them  was  ere(5ted  to 
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the  memory  of  Michael  Angelo^  and  has  three  ornamental  ftatues  about  it, 
done  by  three  of  his  fcholars,  reprefenting  painting,  fculpture,  and  archi¬ 
tecture.  The  other  is  oppofite  to  it,  and  was  defigned  for  Galileo  the 
famous  geometrician  and  philofopher. 

We  went  this  morning  to  the  famous  chapel  of  5/.  "Laurence.^  which  was 
begun  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  and  yet  remains  unfinifhed ;  nor  is 
it  probable  that  it  ever  will  be  compleated.  This  is  the  burial-place  of  the 
great  dukes  of  the  family  of  Medicis.  Adjoining,  is  a  prodigious  large 
oCtagon  building,  with  an  high  dome,  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  greateft 
defign  now  in  the  world.  Each  fide  of  the  octagon  has  a  moft  magnifi¬ 
cent  tomb  or  monument,  with  pilafters  of  the  Corinthian  and  compofite 
orders,  and  ornamented  in  the  molt  elegant  manner  with  the  arms  of 
the  family,  curioufly  wrought  in  a  great  variety  of  marbles ;  whofe 
fine  colours,  exquifite  polilbings,  and  nice  difpofitions,  intermixed  with 
oriental  (tones  and  ores,  would  make  one  fufpeft  the  whole  to  be  the  work 
of  fome  great  matter  in  painting.  This  building  is  finilhed  from  the  ground 
10  the  upper  part  of  the  oCtagon,  and  beginning  of  the  dome ;  the  fcaf- 
folding  is  (till  (landing,  but  no  workmen  have  been  employed  for  thirteen 
years. 

We  were  then  (hewn  the  library,  fo  much  celebrated  for  its  large  and 
valuable  collection  of  manufcripts,  in  the  Greeks  Latin,  and  other  dead 
languages.  There  is  one  of  Virgil,  written  in  the  fourth  century  •,  in  the 
whole,  there  are  at  lead  three  thoufand  volumes  all  written  on  vellum,  and 
in  the  mod  elegant  characters. 

Our  party  had  this  day  the  honour  of  dining  with  Sir  Horace  Man  \  and 
were  fo  fortunate  as  to  meet  there,  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  his  gover¬ 
nor,  with  Mr.  Anderfon,  Mr.  JVyte,  and  Mr.  Henry,  all  Englijh  gentlemen 
on  their  travels. — Our  converfation  turned  chiefly  on  the  glorious  and  un¬ 
interrupted  feries  of  fuccefs,  which  had  lately  attended  the  Britijh  arms  in 
all  parts  of  the  world.  A  theme  of  this  kind  could  not  fail  of  affording 
a  peculiar  fatisfaClica  to  a  company  of  Englijhmen,  thus  accidentally  met 
together  in  a  foreign  land  i  but  more  particularly  to  me,  who  after  fo  long 
and  painful  an  abfence,  was  once  more  going  to  be  made  happy  in  a  fight 
of  my  native  country,  and  at  a  time  too  when  her  reputation  was  about  to 
be  railed  higher,  than  ever  before,  in  the  annals  of  Great-Britain. 

Mr.  Nottingham  being  obliged  to  fet  out  from  hence  this  day  on  his 
return  to  England,  1  relolved  to  accompany  him ;  and  about  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  (having  previoufly  taken  leave  of  all  our  countrymen  -in 
general,  and  of  our  friends  Mefirs.  Gregory  and  Bayley  in  particular)  we 
left  Florence,  and  after  a  very  troublefome  and  dangerous  journey  of  two 
days  over  the  Apennine  mountains,  we  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Bologna.  The 

5  extreme 
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extreme  ruggednefs  and  difficulty  of  the  roads,  often  put  us  in  mind  of  the 
following  lines  in  Silius  It  aliens  \ 

“  Qiioque  magis  fubiere  jugo,  atque  evadere  nifi  '  > 

“  Erexere  gradum,  crefeit  labor,  ardua  fupra 
“  Sefe  aperit  feffis,  &  nafeitur  altera  moles.” 

The  city  of  Bologna^  for  extent,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  the 
importance  of  its  trade,  is  the  principal  next  to  Rome^  in  all  the  ecclefi' 
aftical  (late.  It  abounds  in  magnificent  buildings,  and  is  likewife  famous 
for  the  numerous  colledlion  of  excellent  paintings,  mafter  pieces  of  art, 
which  are  to  be  feen  in  it  j  but  the  emotions  which  were  then  felt  by  my 
companion  and  me  for  fpeedily  getting  home,  were  fo  powerful,  that  we 
were  obliged  to  deny  ourfelves  the  fatisfadion  and  pleafure  ofJfeafting  our 
eyes  with  them. 

‘T\\t  Bolognefe  women  of  fafliion  wear  a  veil  or  mantle  of  black  filk  over 
their  heads  and  ffioulders,  which  comes  down  before  as  low  as  their  waifi:. 
They  make  ufe  alfo  of  a  black  filk  apron,  a  petticoat  of  the  fame  colour, 
and  a  jacket  of  cloth,  with  open  (keves,  which  are  turned  back  on  the 
arm,  and  laced.  They  wear  no  caps,  their  hair  is  braided,  and  being 
circularly  placed  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  is  faftened  with  long  needles 
or  pins  ftudded  with  gold.  But  the  moft  prevailing  fafhion  among  them 
is  the  wearing  gold  ear-rings ;  and  in  the  winter  months  they  never  fail  to 
preferve  their  hands  from  the  cold  by  a  little  muff.  The  country  girls 
are  not  fo  fair  here,  or  fo  prettily  featured  as  thofe  of  Tufeany^  though  their 
dicfs  appeared  to  be  much  the  fame.  They  have  a  bodice,  and  over  it  a 
fiiort  jacket  either  of  coarfe  fluff  ot  cloth.  A  white  handkerchief  covers 
the  breafls,  and  another  is  pinned  clofe  on  the  top  of  the  head,  and  loofely 
under  the  chin.  Some  of  them  wear  fhoes,  others  none ;  the  few  that  do 
have  a  pair  of  red  or  green  worfted  ftockings,  and  one  and  all  ape  their 
fuperiors  in  wearing  either  gold  or  brafs  ear-rings.  To  their  honour  how¬ 
ever  be  it  fpoken,  the  fame  fpirit  of  induftry  prevails  among  thefc, -  as 
does  among  the  pretty  female  peafants  in  Tufeany. 


We  left  Bclogna  at  half  paft  feven  this  morning,  and  went  on  through 
'Pe'uia^  which  is  a  handfome  country  town,  with  houfes  built  on  wooden 
pillars  or  arches.  The  roads  hereabouts  are  very  bad  for  travellers,  running 
through  a  fat  and  dirty  foil.  The  country  however  is  very  plealanc,  culti¬ 
vated  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  extremely  w'ell  laid  out  in  vineyards.  I'hc 
vines  here,  as  in  Pufeany^  are  fupported  from  tree  to  tree  *,  and  both  the 
flandards  and  vines  arc  nicely  trimmed,  and  uniformly  planted,  for  many 
miles  together. 


»  — — -  adulta  vitium  propagiiie 

Alias  maritat  populos. 


IloRAT.  Epodon.  lib.  ode  zd. 
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St.  Carlo. 


F  ERR  ARA. 


The  lumber  carriages  in  this  country  are  drawn  by  three,  four,  and 
fometimes  five  pair  of  yoke  oxen.  An  iron  ring  or  two  loofiy  hung  to  a- 
pillar  of  the  fame  metal,  which  {lands  on  the  pole  between  each  yoke, 
ferves  all  the  purpofes  of  bells  j  for  thefe  rings,  by  the  motion-  of  the  car¬ 
riage,  are  made  to  fall  on  and  off  the  pillars,  whereby  a  found,  fomewhat 
refembling  that  of  a  bell,  is  happily  produced. 

At  a  quarter  pad  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  arrived  at  Sl  Carlo,  having 
gone  over  an  ugly,  long  caufeway,  by  the  fide  of  the  little  Rhine  which 
river  lofes  itfelf  in  a  marfli  near  St.  Carlo.  The  edges  of  the  tnarili 
are  full  of  willow-trees  and  flirubs,  and  according  to  the’  beft  intelligence 
we  could  pick  up,  thefe  fwamps  continue  quite  to  the  fea,  by  Ravenna.' 
I'he  banks  of  this  river  are  every  where  pleafantly  fhaded  with  the  willow, 
and  other  trees  •,  but  fo  narrow,  that  we  were  feveral  times  apprehenfive  of 
falling  into  the  river. 

At  half  after  five  we  reached  the  gates  of  Ferrara:  a  city  but  poorly 
walled,  and  at  prefent  in  almofi:  a  defencelefs  ilate.  The  ramparts  indeed 
are  fo  extenfive,  that  even  in  its  beft  eftate,  it  mull  have  required  a  whole 
army  to  defend  it.  The  ftreets  are  regular,  and  the  houfes  fo  handfome, 
that  they  may  with  great  propriety  be  ftiled  palaces,  being  built  of  marble, 
and  in  an  elegant  tafte.  The  conv^ents  and  churches  are  alfo  very  mag¬ 
nificent.  We  were  obliged  to  put  up  at  the  poft-houfe,  where  we  had 
the  worft  attendance  in  the  world,  but  were  made  to  pay  mod  extravagantly 
for  every  thing  we  called  for.  The  fervants  here,  and  in  almoft  every  other 
public  houfe  between  this  and  Pija,  are  down-right  thieves ;  we  have  been 
pillaged  by  them  already  no  lefs  than  four  times,  though  we  always  endea¬ 
voured  to  keep  a  good  look  out. 


February  2.  At  a  quarter  paft  feven  this  morning,  we  left  Ferrara,  and  prefently 
after,  the  horfes  that  drew  my  chaife  (which  was  built  on  purpofe  for  me  at 
Leghorn,  ftrong  and  well  fitted  for  the  Italian  and  German  roads)  fell  down 
in  a  boggy  road,  and  in  my  endeavouring  to  get  clear  of  the  carriage  and 
flough,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  fprain  my  back.  A  full  hour  paffed  away 
Ponte  DE  LA  before  the  horfes  and  chaife  could  be  gotten  out  again. — We  afterwards 
-S-uRo.  went  by  a  tov/n,  called  Ponte  de  laScuro.  The  famous  river  P<7,  ox  Eridanus, 
runs  by  it,  and  is  here  about  half  a  mile  broad 

I  obferved 


-Parvique  Bononia  Rheni. 


SiLius  Ital.  lib.  8. 


t  The  ancient  poets  are  full  of  deferiptions  of  this  river.  Virgil  in  his  firfl:  Georgic,  fti 
it  “  Fiuviorum  Rex  Eridanus  and  in  his  fourth,  he  fpeaks  thus  of  its  importance; 


ftiles 


“  Eridanus,  qup  non  alius  per  pinguia  culta 
“  In  mare  purpureum  violentior  affluit  amnis.” 

Qnjid  too  has  made  it  famous  by  throwing  his  Phaeton  into  it. 

“  Quern  procul  a  patrla  diverfo  maximus  orbe 
•“  Excipit  Eridanus,  fpumantiaque  abluic  ora.” 


And 
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F  obrerved  many  wooden  mills  upon  this  river,  raifed  on  boats,  which 
are  tied  to  each  other,  and  fattened  to  ttakes,  near  the  fliore.  We  often 
faw  three,  four,  and  five  in  a  row  together.  They  are  worked  by  the 
ftream  of.  the  P<7,  which  here  runs  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  and  is 
navigabl'e  'from  Ponte  de  la  Scuro  quite  to  Venice.  We  travelled  feveral  miles 
to-day  on  its  high  artificial  banks,  which  on  both  fides  of  the  river  are 
raifed  twenty  or  thirty  feet  above  the  level  of  the  country,  and  were  in¬ 
tended  to  be  broad  enough  for  two  carriages  to  pafs  each  other. 

At  ten  o’clock  we  crofied  a  branch  of  the  Po  in  a  ferry-boat,  and  in 
about  two  hours  after,  arrived  at  another  branch  of  it  called  Canale  Bianco.^ 
over  which  we  patted  alfo  in  the  fame  manner.  About  two  miles  on  the 
other  fide  of  this  river,  the  ecclefiattical  territories  end,  and  thofe  of  the 
Venetian  ttate  begin.  At  five  we  arrived  at  Rouvigo.,  having  travelled  only  Rouvico. 
twenty-five  miles  the  whole  day,  owing  to  the  deep  and  fwampy  roads  we 
went  through.  We  here  met  with  a  clean  houfe,  and  a  very  neat  and 
obliging  hottefs. 

We  left  Rouvigo  a  little  before  feven  in  the  morning,  and  were  obliged  February  3. 
to  make  ufe  of  four  horfes'to  each  chaife,  and  likewife  to  pay  for  a  poft  ex¬ 
traordinary,  on  account  of  the  common  road  being  at  prefent  overflown. 

For  feveral  miles  we  met  with  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  being  obliged  fre¬ 
quently  to  get  our  of  our  carriages,  to  prevent  our  being  fatt  in  the  mire. 

At  eight*we  reached  a  ferry  on  the  river  Adige-.,  which  is  navigable  up  to 
Verona  f  *,  and  by  ten  had  almoft  got  clear  of  the  overflown,  marfhy  coun¬ 
try,  which  had  occafioned  us  fo  much  fatigue. 

In  going  through  one  of  the  grape  plantations,  I  obferved  an  image  of  the 
Virgin  Mary  fixed  in  a  box,  and  nailed  to  one  of  the  trees  that  fupported 
the  vines.  She  is  looked  upon  it  feems  as  the  proteftrefs  of  vineyards,  and 
is  therefore  always  honoured  with  a  falute  by  every  devout  Roman  Cathouc-. 
traveller. 

Aa4  Claudian  has  given  the  following  pompous  defcription  of  this  river, 

**  —  — Ille  caput  placidis  fublime  fluentis 

“  Extulit,  et  tods  lucem  fpargentia  ripis 
A  urea  roranti  micuerunt  cornua  vultu. 

“  Non  illi  madidum  vulgaris  arundine  crinetn 
Velat  honos  ;  rami  caput  umbravere  virentes 
“  Heliadum,  todfque  fluunt  eleftra  capillis.  ^  ' 

Palla  tegit  latos  humeros,  curruque  paterno  , 

“  Intexus  Phaeton  glaucos  incendit  amictus  t 
“  Fulcaque  fub  gremio  coslatis  nobilis  allris 
./Etherium  probat  urna  decus,”  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Claudian  de  fexto  Conf.  Honorii. 

f: ...  Verona  Athefi  circumflua.- 

SiLius  Italicus,  lib.  8.- 
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1759* **  eleven  we  pafied  ov'cr  the  little  river  Cordon^  by  the  help  of  a  wooden 

bridge,  built  on  piles  •,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  we  reached 
piiMoyiUa^e.  pij^no^  having  but  fix  miles  to  Montfelice.  A  little  before  one  o’clock  we 
reached  Mcntfelice^  which  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  has  an  old 
wall,  a  gateway,  and  a  worn-out  wooden  gate.  On  the  top  of  the  moun- 
■  ■  '  tain,  an  ancient  fort  once  ftood,  but  it  is  now  converted  into  a  church. 

Oppofite  to  this  there  is  another  hill  ftill  higher,  called  Monte  Rocca^ 
which  has  a  convent  upon  it. 

Montse-  Great  part  of  the  road  between  Montfelice  and  Padua  runs  along  a  nar- 

row,  artiricial  caufeway,  and  fo  nigh  to  the  river  Brent  or  Brenta^  that  we 

chofe  rather  to  quit  our  carriages,  and  walk  feveral  miles  on  foot,  than 

run  the  rifle  of  being  overturned  in  fo  dangerous  a  place.  As  we  drew 

near  to  Padua,  we  met  a  great  number  of  country-people  returning  from 

the  market  of  that  city.  We  obferved  that  their  oxen  were  dreffed  out 

^  _ 

with  ribbons,  bells,  &c.— They  had  alfo  (beep,  hogs,  and  poultry  in  great 
abundance  with  them. 

The  Venetian  country  women  wear  their  hair  plaited,  and  in  general 
have  nothing  upon  their  heads  but  a  ftraw-hat,  with  the  edge  turned  a 
little  up  :  with  this  hat  they  falute  after  the  manner  of  men.  The  women 
in  the  towns,  drefs  much  in  the  fame  way  as  thofe  at  Bologna.  There  is  a 
particularity  in  this  country,  which  I  never  obferved  any  where  elfe,  every 
poft-chaife  driver  has  always  a  dog  to  attend  him.  Thefe  little  animals  are 
of  great  ufe  to  their  owners,  as  they  never  fail,  at  the  proper  fignals  being 
made,  to  bark  at  the  horfes,  and  by  that  means  to  pulh  them  forwards,  as 
effedually,  as  if  the  rider  had  given  them  the  fpur. 

Padva.  We  reached.  Padua  before  the  gates  were  fhut,  and  entring  the  city  at 
that  part  of  it  called  the  Holy  Crofs,  pafled  by  the  church  of  St.  JuJlina, 
which  at  a  diftance  makes  a  molt  noble  appearance,  but  upon  coming 
near,  you  prefently  difeover  that  the  original  {lone-work  has  been  patch¬ 
ed  with  rough  brick,  which  gives  a  ihocking  deformity  to  the  whole 
building.  This  edifice  is  remarkable  for  having  fix  rotundas  or  cupolas, 
and  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  latin  crofs :  it  w^as  defigned  by  Palladio,  and 
is  univerfally  held  in  great  efteem  as  a  mafter-piece  of  art.  Like  all  other 
Popijh  churches,  it  is  adorned  with  a  variety  of  pictures  i  but  the  chief  or¬ 
nament  of  this  kind,  is  the  martyrdom  of  the  faint,  which  was  done  by  Paul 
Veronefe,  and  is  hung  up  over  the  high  altar.  Padua,  though  a  famous  city 
and  univerfity,  is  neither  fo  well  built  nor  paved  as  that  of  Bologna.^  The 
houfes  in  general  are  old-fafhioned,  and  the  ftones  ufed  in  the  pavements  are 
-much  too  large.  The  walls  alfo  are  built  of  brick,  which  gives  them  an 
odd  appearance.  * 

7’his 

*  Mr.  Addijln  fays,  that  in  the  town-hall  of  Padua,  there  ftands  a  ftone  foperfcrlbedi 

**  Laps  Viiuperiid''  Any  debtor  that  will  fvvijai'  Kiir.fclf  not  worth  fiye  pounds,  and  is  fet  by 

the 
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This  morning  we  hired  a  boat  for  two  fequins  and  an  half  (about  15  Ihil*  1759. 
lings)  to  carry  us  down  the  Brent  to  Venice.  If  we  approve  of  it,  he  is  to 
continue  at  Venice,  and  bring  us  back  to  Padua,  for  an  equal  fum.  The  boat  ^***'■“**7 
is  called  a  Centaur,  has  a  very  commodious  and  large  cabbin,  and  is  drawn  by 
a  horfe  on  the  bank.  We  got  to  Venice  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  and  Vekice. 
went  in  mafques  to  the  opera. 

the  bailiiFs  thrice  with  his  bare  buttocks  on  this  Hone  in  a  full  hall,  clears  himfelf  of  any  far¬ 
ther  profecution  from  his  creditors.  Addison’s  Travdt,  fttgt  55.-- This  cuftom  has  been  dif- 
xontinued  however  many  years. 


,  '-AJ  t*..  >. 
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CHAP.  IX. 


Vefciiption  of  Venice. — Journey  from  thence  to  Vicenza,  Verona,  Borgetto*. 
Trent  and  Infpruck. — Defcription  of  the  city  of  Infpruck. — Occurrences 
from  thence  to  Augiburgh  and,  Franckfort. — Pajfage  down  the  Rhine  to  Co¬ 
logne. — Journey  from  that  city  to  Cleves  and  Nimeguen  ;  and  pajfage  after¬ 
wards  to  Rotterdam  and  Helvoetfluys. — Arrival  in  England. 


This  morning  we  waited  upon  Mr.  Murray  the  Englijh  refident,  and 
Mr.  ^mith  the  conful.  We  afterwards  went  to  fee  the  famous  bridge 
of  the  Rialto,,  and  St.  Mark\  fquare  and  church.  In  the  evening  we  vifited 
another  church  called  St.  George  the  major,  wherein  is  a  much  admired  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  wedding  feaft,  by  Paul  Veronefe. 

“  Venice  (according  to  Mr.  Addifon)  has  feveral  particulars,  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  other  cities,  and  is  therefore  very  entertaining  to  a  traveller. 
It  looks,  at  a  diftance,  like  a  great  town  half  floated  by  a  deluge.  There 
are  canals  every  where  crolTing  it,  fo  that  one  may  go  to  moft  houfes  either 
by  land  or  water.  The  ftreets  are  generally  paved  with  brick  or  freeflrone, 
and  always  kept  very  clean,  for  there' is  no  carriage,  fo  much  as  a  chair  that 
paflfes  through  them.  There  is  an  innumerable  multitude  of  bridges,  all  of 
a  Angle  arch,  and  many  noble  palaces.  Their  •furnkure  is  not  commonly 
very  rich,  if  we  except  the  pictures,  which  are  here  in  greater  plenty  than, 
in  any  other  place  in  Europe,  from  the  hands  of  the  beft  mailers  of  the 
Lombard  fchool,  as  L'itian,  Paul  Veronefe,  and  Lintoret.  The  rooms  are  ge¬ 
nerally  hung  with  gilt  leather,  which  they  cover  on  extraordinary  occafions 
with  tapiftry,  and  h^angings  of  greater  value.  The  flooring  is  a  kind  of  red* 
plaifter,  made  of  brick  ground  to  powder,  and  afterwards  worked  into 
mortar.  It  is  rubbed  with  oil,  and  makes  a  fmooth.  Alining,  and  beautiful 
furface.  The  particular  palaces,  churches,  and  piftures  of  Venice,  are  enu¬ 
merated  in  feveral  little  books  that  may  be  bought  in  the  place,  and  have- 
been  faithfully  tranferibed  by  many  voyage  writers.”  * 


*  Addifon' z  Txavels,  page  59. 


We 
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We  were  employed  this  morning  in  taking  a  view  of  the  arfenal,  which 
has  a  line  drawn  round  it  of  about  three  miles.  Three  thoufand  artificers  v^-v— 
and  labourers  in  the  feveral  naval  branches,  are  conftantly  employed  here.  February 
The  expence  to  the  ftate,  upon  this  account,  amounts  to  about  fix  thou¬ 
fand  ducats  weekly.  It  is  upon  the  whole,  a  neat  and  compafl  dock¬ 
yard,  the  whole  navy  of  the  republic,  confiding  of  twenty-four  (hips  of 
the  firfl  rate,  which  carry  eighty  guns  each,  and  twenty-five  galeaffes,  being 
kept  herein.  They  all  lie  under  cover,  are  finiflied  to  the  upper  deck  ; 
and  we  were  told,  that  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  they  could  be  all  fitted 
out,  and  fent  to  fea.  -The  mafl-yard,  rope-walk,  fail-lofts,  fmith-fhops, 

•  founderies,  and  magazines  of  every  kind  are  upon  this  fpot*,  and  as  far  as 
we  could  obferve,  every  thing  feemed  to  be  ready  at  hand,  and  in  exa6l 
order.  We  walked  through  that  part  of  the  arfenal  where  the  fmall  arms 
are  laid,  and  faw  the  complete  fuits  of  armour  which  the  greateft  captains 
belonging  to  the  republic  formerly  wore,  Thefe  are  hung  up  as  precious 
relieks ;  and  are  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  prefent  race  of  Venetians. 

We  were  afterwards  fhewn  the  famous  Bucentaur  Galley.^  which  has  two 
decks,  and  is  truly  a  fine  fight.  It  is  decorated  with  a  great  variety  of 
curious  carved  work,  reprefenting  the  different  feafons,  the  arts  and  fciences, 
juftice,  charity,  prudence,  patience,  and  other  virtues.  The  bare  gilding 
of  this  veffel  coft  12000  ducats  of  gold,  which  in  our  money  amount  to 
near  fix  thoufand  pounds.  The  Bucentaur  is  kept  merely  for  fhew,  being 
feldom  if  ever  ufed,  but  on  the  day  of  our  Lord’s  Afeenfion,  the  anniver- 
■fary  of  the  Doge'*s  marriage  with  the  fea. 

After  taking  our  leave  of  the  arfenal-,  we  went  to  fee  the  church  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  bare-footed  Carmelites.^  which  is  a  gay,  handfome  ftrufture,  and 
has  an  altar-piece  truly  majeftic.  This  church  was  defigned  by  the  fame 
artift  who  built  that  belonging  to  the  Jefuits  *,  and  what  is  very  remarkable 
in  a  place  fo  confined  as  Venice^  has  a  good  and  fpacious  garden  adjoining 
to  it.  One  of  the  brethren  who  fhewed  us  the  church,  refufed  to  take  the 
money  we  offered  him  for  his  trouble. — A  very  extraordinary  circumftance 
this,  and  worthy  to  be  noted  ! 

We  had  the  honour  to  dine  this  day  with  Lady  Wentworth  and  her  huf- 
band  ;  Mr.  Murray.,  Mr.  Bridges  an  Englijlo  gentleman  on  his  travels,  and 
Mr.  Ducket  fecretary  to  Mr.  Murray.,  made  up  the  reft  of  the  company. 

We  had  before  been  favoured  with  complimentary  cards  from  Lord  Bru'- 
denelicm  eii  the  earl  of  Cardigan.,  Mr.  Conful  Smith.,  Meffrs.  Lyte.,  Frazier^ 

Vdney^  and  Seignior  Sehafiian  Battagio.  This  laft  gentleman  is  the  fame  per- 
fon  who  was  mentioned  in  my  friend  Mr.  Doidge\  letter.  He  tendered  his 
"beft  fer vices,  and  told  nre,  that  he  had  received  a  private  letter  of  recom¬ 
mendation  from  Mr.  Smith  of  Aleppo  in  favour  of  Mr.  Doidge  and  me,  with 
credit  for  whatever  cafh  we  might  Hand  in  need  of.  This  was  the  more 

H  h  h  2  kind 
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kind  in  Mr,  Smitb^  as  he  had  done  it  without  giving  ui'tfic  Ickfl:  ihtimatioh 
of  his  fri^endly  intentions. 


(I 
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In  the  evening  we  went  in  mafques  to  the  Ridotto^  or  public  ^gaming- 
houfe,  which  is  here  eftablilhed  by  authority.  In  it  are  fevcral  apartments 
and  in  each  apartment  gaming-tables,  loaded  with  either  gold  or  lilver.  At!? 
each  bank  fits  a  Venetian  fenator  unmafked,  and  arrayed  in  his  fcarlet  robes. 
To  him  the  adventurer  repairs,  trys  his  fortune  at  the  game  of  Bajfet^  and' 
very  often,  in  a  few  minutes  is  totally  ruined.  There  is  fomething  .  truly 
diabolical  in  thefe  feenes.  The  mafques  are  commonly  drefled  in  blacks; 
the  rooms  though  large,  are  but  dimly  lighted  j  fome  people  you  fee  pen- 
lively  fitting,  others  gravely  ftalking  along,  or  defperately  gaming.  And 
all  the  while,  fo  profound  a  filence  is  kept,  that  fcarce  a  figh  orwhifper 
is  ever  to  be  heard.  1  left  this  place  with  abhorrence,  being  ^nfibly  ftruck 
with  the  proftitution  of  magiftracy,  the  encouragement  of  vice,  and  the 
ruin  of  families ! 


From  hence  we  went  to  the  Buffo^  or  comic  opera,  and  were  drolly  enter¬ 
tained  :  then  we  adjourned  to  a  grand  Fejiino  or  ball,  given  by  a  Venetian' 
'  nobleman  of  the  Veniero  family,  in  his  own  palace,  upon  his  beirig  lately 
cleded  Procurator.  This  feftival  continues  three  days  and  three  nights. 
The  magnificence  and  brilliancy  of  the  prefent,  is  faid  to  equal  any  that  has 
ever  preceded  it.  Every  apartment  in  the  palace,  intended  for  the  reception 
of  company,  is  illuminated  with  avaft  number  of  wax-candles,  placed  in  filver- 
branches,  or  glafs-girandoles,  finely  cut;  and  has  a  band  of  mufick  in  it, 
confifting  of  at  leaft  twenty  hands.  Only  the  native  nobility,  and  gentle^ 
men-foreigners  of  different  nations  who  happen  to  be  at  Venice,  are  ever 
admitted  to  thefe  feftivals  j  for  which  purpofe  a  detachment  of  foldiers  is 
placed  at  the  entrance  of  each  paffage  to  the  feveral  apartments,  to  prevent 
any  improper  perfon  from  going  in.  All  who  pafs  by  the  foldiers  are 
obliged  to  unmafk,  unlefs  it  be  thofe  who  are  accompanied  by  fome  foreign 
minifter,  or  by  one  of  his  houfehold.  This  happened  to  be  our  cafe"* 
Mr.  Ducket  having  been  fo  obliging  as  to  take  us  with  him.  He  ther6^ 
fore,  of  our  whole  company,  was  the  only  perfon  who  found  it  neceflary  to 
unmafk,  and  acquaint  the  guard,  that  we  were  “  Englijh  Gentlemen/*  ’ 

!1‘  >C 

.  In  the  feveral  chambers  of  this  palace,  the  greateft  profufion  of  cdftl^ 
jewels  were  difplayed  by  the  noble  Venetian  ladies ;  they  were  all  dfefled 
either  in  black  filks,  or  black  velvet,  except  the  lately  eleded  ProcuratoirS 
wife,  who  upon  this  particular  occafion,  is  allowed  to  appear  in  colours?, 
with  the  foreign  princeffes,  the  nieces  or  other  near  rdations  of  the 
Pope,  and  the  ladies  of  public  minifters.  Every  woman’s  hair  was  ex¬ 
tremely  powdered,  and  dre&d  either  in  the  French  or  £«^/^»taftei  and  be- 
fides  th(^  abundaheC  of  Coftly  brilliants,  rubies,  &c.  with  which’  every  part 
of  their  drefs  was  ornamented,  there  was  fcarce  a  finger  upon  eithd  of  their 

hands 
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Bjinds  but  what  was  loaded  with  rings  of  immenf?  \^alue.  Dancing  and’^ 
cards  made  up  the  principal  entertainment  of  the  company,  though  many’ 
of  both  fexcs  alfo  feemed  to  be  happily  employed  in  chit-chat  converfation. 
Ri  fome  of  the  rooms,  the  feveral  parties  were  regaled  with  tea,  coffee, 
chocolate,  flierbet,  wines,  Stc.  •,  and  in  other  rooms,  were  tables  coveted, 
with  the  miccft  cold-meats  of  various  forts,  fuch  as  poultry,  wild-fOwlj  paf-- 
ties,  cuftards,  fweet-meats,  ffllabubs,  fhow-balls,  jellies,  &c; 


Tht  Popeh  Nuncio^  the  refident,  the  Embaffador,  and' the- 

reft  of  the  foreign  minifters  and  their  families,  and  all  the  people  of  the  firft' 
rank  in  Venice^  were  at  this  Fejlino  :  and  the  whole  was  fo  truly  fplendid,  fd  - 
politely,  and.  fo'  regularly  conducted,  that  I'  never  went  away  from  any  en-i- 
tatainment To  thoroughly  delighted.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
the  laws  of  Venice  ftridlly  forbid  any  of  their  nobility  holding  the*  leaft  con-- 
verfation  with  the  foreign  minifters  but  upon  thefe  public  occafions,  or 
when  national  affairs  are  to  be  agitated  between  them.  A  dete61ion  of-  a 
breach  of  thefe  laws,,  is  fure  to.  be  punifbed  with  great  rigour  and  fe- 
verity. 


Mr.  Murray  the  EngUJh  refident,  is  a  polite,  well-bred,  fenfible  man:-. 
Mr.  Conful  Smith  has  behaved  with  great  good-nature  towards  us,  and  Mr. 
lyuchet  has  fully  anfwered  the  very  amiable  charafler  given  of  him  by 
Mr.  Doidge.  In  a  word,  we  have  experienced  2,1  Venice  tvevy  civility^  which, 
travellers  could  poflibly  wilh  for.  At  Leghorn  we  got  letters  of  credit  and 
'  recommendation  to  the  ieveral  places  we  were  to  pafs  through  in  Italy 
and  Germany  \  buf  Mr.  Udney  of  this  place  has  been  fo  obliging'  as  to  give  ■ 
us  another  on  Mr.  Aman  of  Augsburgh, 

Both  the  refident  and  confiil  ' advife  us  not  to  be  afraid  of  palling  throtigh  * 
Franck  fort  on  iht  Maine  ^  though  it  be  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  French. 
They  feem  forry  that  my  friend  Doidge  and  his  party  have  taken  'another 
route  from  Angsburgy^  as  hereby  their  cxpences  and  difficulties  will  be- con- - 
fiderably  inefeafed.  .* 

By.  the  advice  of  the  fame  gentlemen,  we  fupplied  ourfelves  with  a  pafs- 
port  from  the  Aujlrian  Embaffador  refiding  here,  as  it  was  apprehended  by. 
thcni,  that  the  French  would  pay  but  little  regard  to  the  one.  we  had  before 
gotten  from  the  regency  of  Florence.  This  pafs-port  from  the  - 

Embaffador,.  coft  us*  four  fequins,  which  was  a  great  impofition;  in  his  fe- 
cretary,  who  was  mean  enough  to  declare  to  our  fervants,  that  we  fhould 
not  have  it.  for  lefs  money,  becaufe  we  were  Fnglijhmen,  and  confequemlyy 


♦  Mr.  Doidgit  pwty,  intimidated  by  Frandferps  being  in  ppffeffion  of  the  Frr»r^,’  Quitted  j 
their  intended  route,  and  pafled  through  Gemanj  by  wi^y  of  Nuremberg^  Bambtrgy  Cebergi , 
A^ttuagea,  Cajfh  Munjltr^  &c, . 


3’ 


were ' 
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1759*  were  real,  though  not  open  and  declared  enemies  of  his  miftrefs  the  Queen 
’  of  Hungary, 

-February  7.  We  embarked  about  nine  this  morning  for  Padua^  having  previoufly 
Padua.  taken  leave  of  all  our  friends  at  Venice.  We  got  to  Padua  in  nine 
hours,  having  hired  a  horfe  extraordinary  to  draw  our  boat,  that  we  might 
arrive  there  before  the  gates  were  fhut. 


-February  8.  This  morning  early,  while  our  carriages  were  getting  ready,  we  paid  i 
vifit  to  the  church  of  St.  Anthony.,  the  titular  faint  of  this  city.  It  is  a 
very  large,  and  magnificent  pile  of  building,  but  in  the  gothic  tafie.  The 
outfide  of  it  has  rather  a  heavy  appearance ;  within,  it  is  richly  adorned 
with  grand  marble  altar-pieces,  branches  of  mafiy  filver,  and  many  excel¬ 
lent  paintings.  The  church,  which  was  once  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary^ 
befides  the  tomb  of  Saint  Anthony.,  has  alfo  an  abundance  of  other  elegant 
marble  monuments,  and  feveral  Alto  Relievo's,.,  expreflive  of  the  miracles 
wrought  by  the  faint  j  of  David's  playing  and  dancing  before  the  ark  ;  of 
Solomon's  temple,  &c.  Here  alfo  the  whole  hiftory  of  Sampfon  is  to  be  feen 
in  brafs,  Bajfo  Relievo.,  finely  executed.  The  pavement  of  the  church  is  all 
of  marble,  of  different  colours,  well  polifhed  and  cubically  formed. 

We  left  Padua  about  nine  o’clock,  and  paSlng  through  the  town  of 
Mefirey,  got  to  Slefica  by  eleven.  We  crofled  here  the  river  ’Pefin,  formerly 
VicEN,?A.  the  T'icinus  by  a  fraall  bridge,  and  at  one  o’clock  reached  Vicenza.  We 
found  the  ftreets  of  this  city  narrow,  the  houfes  irregularly  built,  and 
in  an  old-fafhioned  tafte.  A  very  few  indeed  which  are  modern,  have  a 
handfome  appearance. 


Monte-  We  took  frefh  horfes  at  Vicenza  for  Montebello.,  where  we  arrived  at  a 
BELLO.  quarter  paft  three  o’clock,  having  had  a  good  road  all  the  way.  At  a 
quarter  after  five,  we  again  changed  our  horfes  at  a  place  called  Caldier.,  and 
Verona,  fet  out  for  the  city  of  Verona,  which  we  reached  about  fix  in  the  even* 
ing. 


*  Silius  halicus  has  given  the  following  beautiful  defeription  of  this  river. 

“  Caeruleas  Ticinus  aqua«  et  ftagna  vadofa 
Perfpicuus  fervat,  turbari  nefeia,  fundo  : 

“  Ac  nitidum  viridi  lente  trahit  amne  liquorem  ; 

“  Vix  credas  labi,  ripis  tamen  mitis  opacis 
Argutos  inter  (volucrum  certainina)  cantus 

“  Somniferam  ducit  lucenti  gurgite  lympham.” 

How  (hall  we  be  able  to  reconcile  the  above  defeription  of  this  river,  with  the  account 
given  us  by  Dr.  Burnet.  Mr.  /iddijon,  and  others  of  our  modern  travellers,  who  have  all  repre- 
lented  it  as  running  with  a«  alionilliing  rapidity?  The  learned  bifliop  in  particular  fays, -that 
he  was  carried  down  this  river  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  an  hour,  by  the  help  of  a  fingle 
rower. 


3 
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Very  earty  this  morning,  we  quitted  our  beds,  and  accompanied’  by  I759^ 

Count  Lodovico  Lazife,  a  decayed  man  of  quality,  but  a  celebrated  antiqua-  ' _ -v— » 

rian,  went  in  a  hackney-coach  to  view  the  ruins  of  a  Reman  triumphal  February  g. 
arch  *,  before  which,  ftands  another  of  a  more  modern  date,  of  the  doric 
order,  done  by  Michael  San  Miccheli.  The  pillars  of  this  laft,  are  without 
either  pedeftal  or  bafe,  and  are  made  to  reft  upon  rude,  large  ftones  only. 

You  fee  fome  fymbolical  figures  on  the  gate,  which  I  could  make  nothing 
of,  but  a  fwan  and  a  boar’s  head  are  very  difcernible.  We  afterwards 
went  to  fee  St.  Bernard's  church,  and  its  beautiful  rotunda  chapel,  de- 
figned  by  the  fame  San  Miccheli,  Its  pillars  are  of  the  fineft  marble,  of  the” 
Corinthian  order,  and  held  in  the  higheft  eftimation.  Some  of  them  are 
fluted,  others  fpirally  worked,  and  others  beautifully  cut  into  foliages.  We 
next  took  a  view  of  a  brick  bridge  of  three  arches,  which  is  built  over  the 
river  Adige.  The  firft  of  thefe  arches  meafures  142  Italian  feet  at  the  bafe;, 
the  fecond  82,  and  the  third  70.  This  bridge,  and  an  old  caftle  that  ftands 
near  it,  were  both  built  in  the  year  1354.  The  principal  arch  is  reputed- 
to  be  the  wideft  in  the  known  world,  that  of  the  Rialto  at  Venice  making, 
only  a  fpan  of  86  feet. 

We  were  then  ftiewn  the  ruins  of  the  Area  Gavi^e  built  by  Vitruvius,  A.- 
D.  145.  This  (according  to  the  accounts  given  us)  was  the  entrance  to* 
the  fepulchre  of  the  Gavian  family.  We  were  afterwards  led  to  the  hofpital 
di  Mifericordia^  to  fee  a  much  admired  piece  of  painting  of  a  Saviour 
juft  taken  down  from  the  crofs,  done  by  Akanndrino  Veronefe.  The 
blefled  virgin,,  wringing  her  hands,  and  in  an  agony  of  grief,  ftands  look¬ 
ing  on  the  bloody  corpfe,  which  is  fupported  by  Nicodemus.  Our  Saviour 
is  reprefented  of  a  fhorter  ftature  in  this  pidture,  than  in  any  other  painting. 

I  ever  faw  of  him. — The  laft  piece  of  antiquity  we  took  a  view  of  at 
Verona.^  was  the  famous  Roman  amphitheatre,  the  infide  of  which  is  ftilL 
complete,  but  the  outfide-work  has  fuffered  fo  much  from  time  and  wea¬ 
ther,  that  a  very  fmall  part  of  the  old,  original  wail,  is  now  remaining. 

There  are  in  all  three  walls,  beginning  from  the  ftreet,  and  endihg  at  the 
centre  or  area  for  the  fports.  Within  thefe  walls,  are  ftages  of  feats  for  four 
different  ranks  of  people,  and  fixty  portals  for  their  entrance,  it  being 
cuftomary  among  the  Romans  for  each  order  or  tribe  to  go  up  by  its  own 
refpedlive  ftair-cafe.  The  Patricians on  the  firft  row  of  feats  from  the- 
area  or  field  of  combat,  and  the  Plebeians  on  the  higheft  of  all.  There  are- 
forty-five  of  thefe  feats,  ranged  circularly  one  above  another,  and  will 
hold  22184  perfons.  In  the  fccond  wall  from  the  ftreet,  are  feveral  diff 
tindt  apartments  for  keeping  the  wild  beafts,  and  in  the  third,  or  inner 
wall,  are  twenty  eight  prifons,  four  of  which  are  entirely  dark.  Here  the  * 

malefadfors  were  confined,  who  were  j'entenced  to  giv’^e  diverfion  to  the 
Roman  citizens,  by  combating  the  beafts.  Little  channels  of  water  run* 
quite  through  the  building,  and  were  undoubtedly  defigned  to  carry  off  every/ 
kind  of  filth  to  the  common -ftiore.. 

At/ 
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At  ten  o’clock  in  tlie  morning  we  left  Verona,  having  hired  what  areliere 
•  called  horfes  for  the  city  of  Trent.  At  twelve  we  paflTed  over  the 

rapid  x'wtx  Adige  in  a  ferry-boat,  whofe  current  runs  at  the  rate  of  feven 
miles  an  hour*.  The  roads  now  begin  to  be  ftony.and  hilly  :  and  that  beau¬ 
tiful  country  which  has  been  fo  diftinguiftiable  .in  our  whole  journey  from 
Leghorn,  is  now  putting  on  a  different  afpefl,  .though  even  here,  the  vines 
hang  like  fo  many  garlands,  from  tree  to  tree.  We  tailed  fome  excellent 
white  wine  .this  day  at  a  little  obfcure  village,  which  was  .the  more  extra¬ 
ordinary,  as  good  wines  are  very  fcarce  all  owtx  Lombardy. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  to  the  remarkable  pafs  oi  Ckufa,  where 
the  road  was  fo  very  deep,  narrow,  and  rocky,  that  we  were  obliged  to  get 
out  of  our  carriages,  the  horfes  not  being  able  to  draw  them  over  it.  At 
this  pafs  are  always  kept  fome  foldiers,  whofe  afliftance  in  dragging  along 
the  chaifes,  our  poftilions  were  obliged  to  purchafe  at  the  expence  of  ten 
pauls.  The  charge  of  our  four  horfes,  of  the  feveral  turnpikes,  and  of 
getting  through  this  pafs,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  eleven  fequins  •,  five 
and  a  half  of  which  we  depofited  before  we  l^h  Verjona,  and  agreed  to  pay 
the  remainder  on  our  arrival  at  Trent. 

At  half  pad  fix  o’clock,  we  paffed  by  the  boundary  done,  which  divides 
the  Venetian  date  from  the  bifhopric  of  Trent.  At  eight  in  the  evening,  we 
xt2Lc\itd  Borgetto,  which  is  one  of  the  many  little  towns  feated  on  this  road 
among  the  Alpine  mountains.  Here  we  got  a  clean  room,  and  fome  whole- 
fome  food ;  were  well  attended,  and  (what  is  dill  more  extraordinary)  our 
bill  was  very  moderate. 

Borcetto.  Borgetto  lies  about  twenty  miles  from  Verona  %  and  through  the  whole 
journey,  a  traveller’s  mind  is  very  differently  amufed  and  agitated.  At  one 
time,  he  is  wonderfully  druck,  and  pleafed  with  the  grand  and  romantic 
feenery  that  is  every  where  about  him.  At  another  time,  he  is  almoft 
chilled  with  horror  at  the  fight  of  huge  precipices  -naked  rocks  hanging 
perpendicular  over  his  head,  and  feeming  ready  to  fall  -upon  him.  To  this 
may  be  added,  the  extreme  narrownefs  of  the  road,  and  the  horrid  Gulpb 
of  fome  hundred  yards  depth,  all  along  on  his  left,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
he  difeovers  the  river  Adige  running  with  great  rapidity,  between  a  double 
range  of  fharp  pointed  rocks.  It  mud  not  be  underdood  however,  that 
fuch  frightful  ideas  as  thefe  attend  the  traveller  during  the  whole  of 
this  didance ;  for  fometimes  the  eye  is  entertained  with  a  view  of  feveral 
ranges  of  mountains,  covered  with  trees  and  padurage,  which  form  one  of 
the  mod  irregular,  and  at  the  fame  time  one  of  the  mod  pleafing  feenes  in 
the  world. 

febraary  lo.  We  left  Borgetto  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  having  paffed 
through  Aid  at  eleven,  and  Roverido  at  three  (two  confiderablc  pod  towns) 

♦  Claudian  calls  this  river,  “  Velox  Athefis.” 
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Chufa  pafs. 
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ifc'C  got  at  fix  m  the  evening  fafe  to  the  city  of  1’rent,  The  fcveral  poft  i75f« 

towns  we  paiTed  through  between  Verona  and  this  place  were  as  follows. 


Pofl:. 

Between  thefe  Vfioz  Valarnia  —  —  • —  .  i4 

is  Chufa  pafs  i  Peri  —  —  —  i 

Jld  —  —  —  —  Iy 

Roverido  —  —  —  i 

^rent  —  —  It 


6^ 

This  city,  though  not  very  large,  is  well  built.  It  is  fituated  in  a  plea-  Trekt. 
fant  plain,  and  the  river  Adige  runs  by  it,  over  which  is  thrown  a  wpoden 
bridge  of  eight  arches.  While  our  carriages  were  fitting  at  T rent  with  an 
additional  pair  of  wheels,  I  took  a  coach  and  vifited  St.  Simonh  tomb,  who 
lies  buried  in  a  claurch  dedicated  to  him.  I  faw  the  reputed  fa-inPs 
corpfe  embalmed,  lying  on  its  back  in  a  glafs  cabinet,  that -is  lodged 
within  the  tomb.  The  room  in  which  the  remains  are  depofited,  is  hung 
with  pi(5lures,  badly  painted,  reprefenting  the  murder  of  the  faint  and  his 
two  fons*. 

In  another  church,  which  we  afterwards  vifited,  we  were  fiiewn  a  very 
handfome  altar-piece  of  four  fpiral  marble  pillars ;  the  fquare  they  form  is 
ope)i  at  the  top,  and  within  it  the  altar  is  eredted.  We  were  told,  that  this 
altar-piece  is  done  in  imitation  of  one  in  St.  Peter'%  at  Rom,  which  is  in 
high  eftimation.  We  now  repaired  to  a  third  church,  much  talked  of  in 
thefe  parts  for  the  excellency  of  its  organ.  The  priefi:,  at  the  time  we 
entered  the  church,  was  faying  mafs ;  and  yet  by  virtue  of  a  ducat  feafdn- 
ably  prefented  to  the  organift,  we  were  highly  entertained  by  fome  mirth¬ 
ful  tunes  which  he  did  not  fcruple  to  play  at  our  requefi;.  The  organ,  is 
a  very  good  one,  and  moft  elegantly  ornamented  with  five  well  fini(hied,< 
gilded,  pilaflers,  which  ftand  projedling  out  of  a  handfome  gallery,  the 
iVont  of  which  is  embelliihed  with  fome  marble  figures  in  BaJJo  Relievo^ 

•done  by  Vincent  Vincenti.  In  this  church  we  were  Ihewn  a  pidture,  repre¬ 
fenting  the  magiflrates  of  ^rent  fitting  in  council  j  this  pidture  they  highly 

*  This.5/>«5a  (who  is  here  made  a  faint  of)  was,  I  apprehend,  a  fovereign  prince  of  the 
JenuSf  and  greatly  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  freeing  his  country  from  a  foreign  yoke.  He  and 
his  two  fons,  Judas  and  Maitathias,  were  at  laft  barbaroufly  murthered  hy  Ptolemy  the  fon  of 
jihvbusy  who  having  married  one  of  Simon’s  daughters,  and  being  appointed  governor  of 
under  him,  invited  him  to  a  caftle  he  had  built  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  partake  of  an 
entertainment  be  had  there  provided.  Simon  and  his  fons  fufpeiting  no  evil  from  fo  near 
a  relation,  accepted  of  the  invitation,  and  went  thither ;  but  the  perfidious  wretch  hav¬ 
ing  laid  a  defign  for  the  ufurping  of  the  government  of  Judea,  hid  men  in  the  callle  where 
the  entertainment  was  made,  and  when  his  guefts  had  well  drunk,  he  brought  forth  thefe 
murdererfr  upoa  them,  and  affaflinated  all  three  as  they  were  fitting  at- the  banquet. 

See  PriJemix'i  Conneiffion, 

I  i  i  efteem. 


efteem,  as  they  do  another  by  Paul  Veronefe,  the  fubjeft  of  which  is,  the 
bleffed  Virgin  and  her  foil  Jefus  attended  by  angels,  who,  on  their  coming' 
down  from  Heaven,  Ihout  forth  “  Ecce  Agnus  DeiP 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  in  'Trent ^  ftarted  many  difficulties 
to  us  relative  to  our  future  journey  through  Germany  \  and  carried  them  fo 
far,  as  to  give  us  great  unealinefs.  He  even  advifed  our  returning  back 
again  to  Leghorn^  and  taking  our  paflage  from  thence  in  fome  ffiip  bound 
to  England.  In  fpite  however  of  every  thing  he  alledged  to  the  contrary, 
we  refolved  to  purfue  our  plan,  and  agreeable  thereto,  this  evening  about 
five  o’clock  left  Trent.,  in  our  way  to  Injfruck.  Betwixt  thefe  two  cities- 


are  the  following  polls. 

Poft.  Hours, 

From  Trent  to  St.  Michael  (Welifchmicht) 

-  I  of  2 

St.  Michael  to  Neumark  — 

—  I  — 

Neumark  to  Brandfol  — 

-  I  -  2 

Brandfol  to  Bolfang  — 

-  I  -  2 

Bolfang  to  Teutfchen  — 

-  I  -  2 

Teutfchen  to  Colman  (a  poll  royal) 

—  S 

Colman  to  Brixen  (a  city) 

—  I  -  2 

Brixen  to  Mitlewald  • — 

—  I  —  2^ 

Mitlewald  to  Stertzingen  — 

—  I  —  2|: 

Stertzingen  to  Brenner  — - 

—  I  —  2i 

Brenner  to  Stainach  — 

-  I  —  l4 

Stainach  to  Schenherg  — 

—  I  —  3 

Schenherg  to  Infpruck  — 

—  I  —  3 

Total  of  polls  and  hours  • 

—  13^  29^ 

At  Neumark  we  began  to  pay  forty- five  creutzers  for  each  horfe  (fixty 
make  a  florin)  the  fame  price  was  continued  all  through  the  Queen  of 
Hungarfs  dominions.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  city  of  Trent,  we  took 
notice,  that  both  the  men  and  women’s  drefles  were  made  in  the  Italian 
falhion,  but  fince  we  left  Trent,  the  German  mode  has  taken  place.  The 
male  peafants  all  make  ufe  of  gallowfes  to  keep  up  their  breeches,  and  the 
females  wear  a  thick  quilted  worfted  cap  upon  their  heads.  They  are  alfo 
remarkably  large  and  indelicate. 

We  flept  laft  night  at  Bolfang,  (which  for  a  Tirolefe  town,  is  a  very  good 
one)  and  this  morning  fet  out  again  on  our  way  for  Infpruck.  In  the  road 
between  Brixen  and  Mltlewald,  we  pafled  by  an  immenfe  quantity  of  pine 
trees,  many  of  which  being  felled,  had  impregnated  the  very  air  with  their 
tarry  fmell.  During  this  poll  too,  we  once  more  croflfed  the  river  Adige, 
by  a  large  bridge.  Between  Stertzingen  and  Brenner,  we  paflfed  by  the 
higheft  of  all  the  Alpine  mountains  we  had  yet  feen  in  our  whole  journey  j. 

and 
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*and  at  the  foot  of  it,  we  loft  fight  of  the  river  Adige^  which  rifes  in  fome 
other  mountains,  to  the  weftward  of  our  prefent  road.  , 


We  reached  Infpruck  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  ;  where  we  had  the  February  13. 
pleafure  to  reft  ourfelves  in  a  bed,  for  the  firft  timefince  our  leaving 


Infpruck  is  the  capital  city  of  I^irol^  and  received  its  name  from  the  river 
Inn^  which  runs  near  it.  It  has  a  noble  caftle  or  palace,  formerly  the  Inspruck. 
place  of  refidence  of  the  dukes  of  the  houfe  of  Aujiria,  and  a  ftately  cathedral 
where  they  were  buried.  The  houfes,  though  built  in  the  German  tafte, 
are  rather  handfome,  and  the  ftreets  though  narrow,  are  remarkably  well 
paved.  For  the  defence  of  this  city,  the  inhabitants  can  place  but  little 
confidence  in  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications,  which  are  very  trifling ;  they 
feem  rather  to  depend  on  the  natural  face  and  faftneflTes  of  the  country,  which 
indeed  form  a  barrier  fo  perfc(5tly  inacceflible  to  any  enemy,  that  even  the 
great  Gujlavus  Adolphus^  after  having  over-run  with  his  victorious  arms  the 
other  parts  of  Germany^  could  never  make  any  imprefllon  upon  this  part 
of  the  empire. 


We  had  fcarcely  alighted  out  of  our  chaifes  here,  before  we  were  vifited 
by  the  governor  of  two  young  German  noblemen,  who  propofed  to  us  an 
exchange  of  carriages  •,  and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  it,  was,  that  their  own 
were  not  fo  well  fitted  for  the  Italian  roads,  as  were  ours :  we  defired  how¬ 
ever  to  be  excufed  from  clofing  with  this  gentleman’s  propofal. 


At  half  paft  nine,  we  left  Infpruck  for  Augjburgh,  between  which  two  cities 
are  the  following  pofts. 


From  Infpruck  to  Dorjlenbach 
Dorftenhach  to  Payervis 
Payervis  to  Nazareth 
■■  Nazareth  to  Heidervang 
Heidervang  to  Fuejfen 
Fuejfen  to  Saumejier 
Saumefter  to  Bruch 
Bruch  to  Dijfen 
Fiffen  to  Hurlac  — 
Hurlac  to  Augfhurgh 


Poft.  Hours. 


1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 

1 
1 
1 

2 


of 


Total  of  poft  and  hours  —  n 


3 

4 

3 

5 

2t 

4 

3t 

2 

4 

34 


•  So  pleas’d  at  firft  the  towring  Alps  we  try, 

Mount  o’er  the  vales,  and  feem  to  touch  the  Iky  j 
The  eternal  fnows  appear  already  paft. 

And  the  firft  clouds  and  mountains  feem  the  laft : 

But  thofe  attain’d,  we  tremble  to  furvey 
The  growing  labours  of  the  lengthen’d  way ; 

Th’  increafing  profpedl  tires  our  wand’ring  eyes,  ^ 

Hills  peep  o’er  hills,  and  Alps  on  Alps  arile.  Popfi’s  ElTay  on  Criticifm, 

I  i  i  2  Between 


«759- 


Dorsten- 

BACH. 


Nazareth. 


He  IDE  R- 
VANG, 

February  14. 


Fuessen. 

Saumkster, 
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Between  Infpruck  and  Dorjienhach^  we  found  the  road  tolerably  good^, 
although  the  adjacent  Alps  were  covered  with  fnow,  and  the  path  in  moft 
places  full  of  ice.  We  had  fortunately  taken  care  to  have  our  horfes 
Ihoes  well  turned  up  and  frofted,  which  prevented  their  flipping,  and  made 
us  pafs  over  this  otherwife  troublefome  road  with  little  interruption.  We 
•  had  no  great  reafon  to  find  fault  with  the  roads  between  Dorjienbach  and 
Payervis'i  in  both  which  places  we  obferved,  that  the  women  wore  the 
fame  frightful  quilted  cap,  before  noticed.  Their  petticoats  were  long 
before,  but  cut  remarkably  fhort  behind.  Their  (lockings  are  very  thickly 
quilted,  which  occafions  the  fmall  part  of  their  legs  to  appear  monflroufly 
large  and  clumfy.  Thefe  ftockings  reach  no  farther  up  thari  the  calf  of  the 
leg ;  fo  that  whenever  the  women  have  occafion  to  (loop  forward,  the  naked 
thigh  is  almofl  entirely  expofed  to  the  view  of  any  perfon  who  happens  to 
(land  behind  them.  We  were  obliged  to  wait  at  the'  obfeure  village  of 
Payervis,  full' two  hours,  for  a  relief  of  horfes ;  and  2it  Nazareth- 

village  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

»  * 

For  the  little  time  we  flayed,  we  were  agreeably  entertained  with  a  Pirolefe: . 
dance,  by  the  young  people  of  the  place.  At  the  opera  at  Venice  we  had 
a  fpccimen  of  this  country  manner  of  dancing,  whofc  greateft  peculiarity, 
feems  to  confift  in  the  noife  made  upon  the  floor  with  their  wooden  fhoes. 
,The  figure  is  not  much  unlike  that  of  our  country  dances  in  England.  We 
might  have  had  lodgings  at  the  pofi-houfe  in  Nazareth^  but  chofe  to  fet  out 
for  Heidervang  •,  where  we  arrived  at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning.  We 
here  found,  that  we  were  now  gotten  out  of  the  ^Pirolefey  and  had  entered 
Swabia.  During  this  lafl  pod,  our  paffport  was  twice  examined,  (at  Eren- 
herg  and  Crinberg)  two  very  narrow  paflages  between  the  mountains.  We- 
found  it  neceflary  to  give  the  corporal  or  ferjeant  who  was  on. guard,  a. 
little  money  to  buy  liquor  for  him  and  his  party :  and  indeed  we  were 
obliged  to  do  the  fame  at  all  places  we  pafled  through  in  the  night,  oth^r— 
wife  the  opening  of  the  gates  would  have  been  attended  with  great  lofs  of 
time,  and  other  difagreeable  circumflances. 

Heidervang  is -a  large  village,  and  can  accommodate  a  traveller  with  a: 
good  bed.  The  road  from  this  place  to  Fuejfen,  is  a  very  good  one,  where 
we  arrived  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  having  firfl  crofled  over  the 
river  Lech^  which  is  here  not  very  broad.  Fuejfen  is  a  large  town  we  flaid 
till  nine  at  the  poft-office,  and  having  refreflied  ourfelves,  fet  off  for  Sau~ 
mejier^  where  we  arrived  at  three  quarters  pafl  eleven,  over  a  very  bad  road.. 
This  village  is  an  infignificant  one,  and  affords  but  indifferent  accommoda¬ 
tions.  The  women  here,  and  for  feveral  pofls  back,  wear  a  long  broad 
belt  round  their  waifls,  with  a  flrap  fufpended  from  it,  which  reaches 
almofl:  down  to  the  ground,  and  to  this  they  tye  their  keys,  knives,  feiffars, , 
^c.  The  quilted,  woollen  cap,  which  has  hitherto  given  us  fo  much  dif- 
tafle,  begins  now  to  be  no  longer  in  faflrion  j  but  a  double  one-  made  of: 

linen 
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linrn  fias  taken  place,  wliofe  fhapeis  Co  very  extraordinary,  that  itis-difficult  ^759< 
to  fay  which  of  thefe  two  head  dreffes  is  moft  unbecoming.  -v — ^ 

We  did  not  get  to  Bruch  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  greatefl  part  of  Brucii. 
the  road  being  very  bad,  and  extending  itfelf  through  wooas  of  pine  trees. 

After  waiting  there  an  hour  and  quarter  for  freih  horfes,  we  let  out  for 
DiJJ'en^  where  we ’arrived  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening;  and  as  the  roads  Dissen-. 

were  too  bad  for  travelling  any  farther  in  the  night,  we  put  up  at  the. 

poft-houfe,  and  were  accommodated  with  fome  excellent  veal-foup,.  and 
tolerable  good  beds. 

The  road  from  Bijfen  to  Hurlac,  which  was  our  firft  ffage  this  morning,  February  15 
is  not  bad ;  It  lies  partly  over  a  plain  or  down,  and  partly  through  woods. 

We  took  frefh  horfes  at  Hurlac^  and  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  got  Hurlac. 
fafe  to  Augfburgh. 

Augjliirgbis  a  very  large  and  handfome  city,  the  metropolis  Swahia^  Aves'- ^ 
and  fituated  on  that  branch  of  the  river  Lech^  which  is  called  Wertach. 

It  is  a  bifliopric  under  the  archbifhop  of  Mentz^  and  was  made  a  free 
imperial  city  in  the  ninth  century.  It  has  more  than  once  felt  the 

fevere  effefls,  of  war;  but,  like  what  is  reported  of  the  Phoenix,  has  as 

often  rifen  fairer  out  of  its  aflies.  The  ftreets  in  general  are  wide  and 
fpacioLis,  and  one  in  particular  is  the  broadeft  and  beft  paved  ftreet  I  ever 
faw.  The  houfes  are  built  in  the  German  fafhion.;  their  fronts  are  fo 
narrow,  that  hhey  all  appear  like  the  gabel  ends  of  buildings,  and  have- 
fuch  deep  roofs,  that  two,  three,  four,  and  fometimes  five  ftories  of  dor¬ 
mant  windows  are  contained  in  them.  The  fronts  of  every  houfe  in  the 
city  belonging  to  people  of  fafhion,  are  painted.  A  great  number  of 
artificers  are  employed  here,  whofe  curious  workmanfhip  in  plate,  ivory 
cabinets,  watches,  ^c.  is  every  where  admired.  An  univertal  liberty 
of  confcience  is  allowed  and  the  Proteftants  and  Papifts  have  an  equab 
lhare  in  the  government  of  the  city.  It  is  famous  alfo  for  the  Con- 
fejfion  of  faith  drawn  up  by  Melanchtm  and  other  Lutherans  and  prefented 
to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  at  a  diet  of  the  empire,  hence  called  the  Augfburgh 
eonfefiion ;  and  for  the  Confederate  Treaty  againft  the  growing  power  of  France  ‘ 
in  1683. 

Our  firfl  ftep  after  oUr  arrival,  was  to  wait  upon  Mynheer  Liberty  a  ButcF 
merchant  refiding  here,  to  whom  our  letters  of  credit  were  addreifed.  We 
afterwards  paid  our  refpefts  to  Mynheer  Aman^  another  Dutch  gentleman, 
to  whofe  favours  Mr.  Udney  of  Venice  had  been  fo  obliging  as  to  recom¬ 
mend  us.  From  both  thefe  gentlemen,  we  had  the  fatisfaflion  to  be 
alTured,  that  we  had  nothing  difagreeable  to  apprehend  from  the  French 
forces  quartered  at  Franckfort ;  as  the  prince  de  Soubife^  upon  being  applied 
to  by  a  friend  of  his  at  Nuremberg  to  grant  a  pafiport  for  Mv.Doidge  ancF 
his  party,  had  written  word,  (though  h’  " 
till  after  Mr.  Doidge  had  left  the  pUce) 


3  aniwer  unfortunately  did  not  arrive 
that  it  was  quite  unnecefTary,  feeing^ 
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^759*  they  were  fufficiently  protcifled  from  every  Infult  by  that  which  had  already 
.-V*— been  given  them  by  the  Imperial  embaffador  at  Venice.  We  have  often 
i  >  in  our  prefent  journey  experienced  the  good  effeds  of  the  unparalleled 

fuccefs  attending  the  Britijh  arms  this  year  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  having 
upon  that  account,  been  treated  with  the  greateft  deference  and  refpe<fl  in 
the  feveral  countries  through  which  we  had  pafled. 

Between  Augjburgh  and  Franckfort  on  the  Maine^^  are  the  following  polls. 

Poft.  Hours. 


From  Augfburgh  to  Mittingen  — 

— 

i4-  of 

3 

Mittingen  to  Donawert  — 

— 

j4-  — 

4i 

Donawert  to  Vendete  ~ 

— 

It  - 

4t 

Vendete  to  Hey  ding  — 

— 

It  - 

5^ 

Hey  ding  to  Dinkefpukel  — 

— 

It  — 

3 

?-tut  '‘'-ff  y  Dinkefpukel  to  Kreilfheim  — 

— 

I 

4 

\  ‘.Hj  ^Kreilfheim  to  Blaufelden  — 

— 

i4  — 

5I 

...  Blaufelden  to  Mergantheim 

— 

I  — - 

5i 

3rJ^^  ^  n  y  Mergantheim  to  Bickh alien 

— 

I  — 

3 

vwii.-'  .  , i  Bickhalien  to  Huntein  — 

— 

I  — — 

24- 

Huntein  to  Miltenhourg  — 

— 

I  — 

44 

Miltenbourg  to  Offenhourg  —  * 

— 

I 

i4 

'  10  2  f  Offenhourg  to  Afehaffenbeurg 

— 

I  — 

2 

.  ’  Afehaffenbourg  to  Dettingen 

— 

I  — 

2 

■yy-y  ....  ji.  'Dettingen  to  Hanau  — 

— 

I  — 

It 

^Hanau  to  Franckfort  on  the  Maine 

— 

1  — 

It 

]  ^  Total  of  polls  and  hours  —  19  55 

.  .  '  i; 

February  1 6.  ~  We  \tlt  Augjburgh  a  little  before  eight  this  morning,  and  did  not  get  to 

Mittingen  till  eleven,  having  had  a  deep  and  heavy  road  to  pafs  over.  The 
*  lands  hereabouts  are  only  in  part  cultivated,  vaft  forefts  extending  them- 

felves  on  every  fide,  more  particularly  to  the  eaftward.  Indeed  we  have 
had  forefts  in  our  view,  with  very  little  interruption,  ever  fince  we  left 
the  Alps. 


Donawert. 


We  reached  Donawert  *  at  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  Ihould 
have  taken  frelh  horfes  for  Nordlingen^  and  from  thence  to  Dinkefpukel  (which 
was  our  proper  road)  but  our  Swifs  fervant  contenting  himfelf  with  barely 
telling  the  poft-mafter,  that  we  were  going  to  Franckfort,  orders  were  given 
by  him  to  the  poftilions  to  drive  us  to  Vendete,  which  blunder  was  followed 
by  great  lofs  of  time,  and  the  unnecefl'ary  expence  of  a  poft  extraordinary. 


*  A  fortified  town,  and  famous  for  two  vidlories  gained  in  its  neighbourhood  by  the  great 
duke  of  Marlborough.  The  firlf,  was  over  the  duke  of  Ba'variat  who  was  intrenched  at  Schel~ 
lenberg  with  fixtcen  thoufand  French  and  Bavarians.  The  fecond  was  at  Blenheim,  where  a 
French  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  under  Marshal  Fallard,  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed. 

The 


( 
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’  The  journey  from  Donawtrt  to  Vendete^  took  us  up  five  hours  and  haFf. 
The  firfi  part  of  the  road  was  hard  and  ftony,  the  latter  was  deep,  heavy, 
and  doughy,  fo  that  we  did  not  get  to  our  inn  till  twelve  o’elock  at 
night. 

Between  feven  and  eight  this  morning,  we  fet  off  for  Heyding^  and  reached 
it  about  ten.  This  is  a  large  garrifon  town,  and  in  coming  to  it,  we  pafled 
o^'er  a  river,  which  empties  itlelf  into  the  Danube.  Without  ftopping  long 
at  Hey  ding.,  we  drove  on  for  Dinkefpukel,  and  arrived  there  in  about  four 
hours.  This  is  a  confiderable  large  town,  and  has  a  garrifon'  eonftantly 
kept  in  it. 

The  men  of  the  lower  clafs  here,  and  in  many  other  towns  of  Germany.^ 
wear  a  coat  made  of  a  coarfe  green  frieze  cloth  ;  while  thofe  of  the  better 
fort,  make  ufe  of  a  fuperfine  one  of  the  fame  colour,  and  line  it  with  fursi 
The  firil  imitate  the  Dutch  in  the  cut  of  their  clothes,  the  laft  the  French. 
On  the  feveral  roads  in  Germany  you  are  fure  to  find  the  image  of  a  cruci¬ 
fied  Saviour  nailed  to  a  crofs,  accompanied  by  the  two  thieves,  cut  out 

in  wood  as  large  as  life-,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you  meet  with  z.  Virgin  Mary 
in  Italy,  ftuck  up  in  a  cafe  with  the  infant  Jefus  in  her  arms. 

We  left  Dmkefpukel  at  a  quarter  after  three  in  the  afternooni  and  got  to 

Kreiljheim  in  four  hours.  This  is  a  large  town,  and  has  two  walls  round 

it.  We  flept  at  the  poft-office,  but  met  with  very  indifferent  accommo¬ 
dations. 

At  half  paft  feven  this  morning,  wb  left  Kreiljheim',  in  our  way  for 
Blaufelden,  which  we  reached  at  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  firff 
part  of  the  road  was  good,  the  lalt  fcarcely  paifable.  The  poft-mafter  here 
was  a  very  entertaining  man,  and  gave  us  fome  excellent  Vine-rotii.  Be¬ 
tween  feven  and  eight  in  the  evening,  we  got  x.o  Mergantheim.  Our  being 
fo  long  in  travelling  this  poft,  was  owing  to  a  great  deal  of  fnow  having 
fallen  laft  night,  and  to-day  :  Mergantheim  is  a  fortified  town,  and  has  always 
a  good  garrifon.  The  country  round  it  is  in  general  cultivated,  but  in  a 
very  ftovenly  manner. 

We  left  our  beds  at  one  o’clock  this  morning,  and  fet  off  for  Bickhajien, 
where  we  did  not  arrive  till  after  fix :  the  fpring  of  my  carriage  unfortunately 
broke,  by  which  accident  more  than  an  hour  was  loft  before  it  could  be 
properly  fecured  with  cords.  As  foon  as  we  had  changed  our  horfes  at  Bick- 
hajien,  we  went  on  for  Huntein,  and  reached  it  about  a  quarter  after  nine 
o’clock.  The  road  we  travelled  over,  was  compofed  of  ftone  and  fand,  and 
in  many  places  fo  rugged,  as  to  be  very  trying  to  our  carriages.  During 
this  poft,  we  faw  two  or  three  flocks  of  ftieep,  a  fight  altogether  n^w  to  us 
fince  we  paffed  the:  Alps.  In  our  whole  journey  hitherto  through  Germany', 
we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  leaft  morfel  of  mutton  at  any  of  the 

public 

3  ' 


Vendetb. 


February  ty, 
Heydino^ 


Dl  N  KES- 
PUKEL. 


Kreil- 

S  H  E I  M, 


February  i8i- 
Blaufel- 

DEK. 


Mergan¬ 

theim. 


Monday, 
February  19. 
Bickhas- 

TEN. 

Huntein. 
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17  «q.  public  houfes,  veal  being  the  only  butcher’s  meat  we  have  been  ferved 

.  '  ‘  with.  Foreils  are  ftill  about  us,  whofe  timber  chiefly  confifts  of  oak  and 

fir.  The  fides  of  the  hills  in  this  country  are  formed  into  regular  ftairs,  and 
neatly  difpofed  into  vineyards,  which  is  a  piece  of  hufbandry  we  have  not 
before  feen,  fince  we  left  Italy. 

j 

The  drefs  of  the  women’s  heads  hereabouts,  differs  from  that  of  t\\e  Italans 
.and  I’iroleje.  Their  caps  are  of  another  make,  and  they  keep  their  months 
muffled  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  Armenian  women  do  in  Afta.  The 
laft  adopt  this  cuftom  through  modefty,  but  probably  the  reafon  for  the 
German  females  doing  it  at  this  time,  is  to  defend  their  lips  from  the  feverity 
of  the  weather.  The  feveral  apartments  of  the  houfes  in  Germany are  all 
made  warm  by  clofe  ftoves.  The  .fire  is  never  feen  in  the  rooms,  neither 
have  they  any  chimnies  in  them,  but  this  occafions  the  air  to  be  difagree- 
able  and  unwholefome. 

We  got  to  Milt enh our g.ixom  Huntein  a  little  after  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  from  whence  we  let  out  for  Offenbourg^  and  arrived  there  at  a  quarter 
after  two.  Offenhourg  is  feated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Maine^  a  large, 
but  old  fafhioned,  ill-built  town.  The  houfes,  like  thofe  of  the  other  places 
I  have  feen  in  Germany.,  have  too  great  a  quantity  of  timber  in  them  ;  fo  much, 
that  fhould  a  fire  at  any  time  take  place  amongft  them,  the  confequences  muff; 
be  dreadful  !  The  country-houfes  belonging  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  in 
the  neighbourhood,  are  large,  and  heavily  built ;  they  have  generally  domes, 
and  four  towers  around  them. 

At  half  after  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  left  Offenhourg,  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  travel  on  the  left,  or  fouth  fide  of  the  Maine,  whofe  banks  are  here 
neatly  cultivated,  and  formed  into  the  fame  kind  of  vineyards,  before 
noticed,  with  flights  of  fteps,  all  faced  with  flone,  and  therefore  in  the 
fummer  feafon,  muff;  afford  a  very  pleafing  view  from  the  river.  On 
the  lands  adjacent,  many  flocks  of  flieep  are  now  feeding,  and  various  forts 
of  wild-fowl  fwimming  in  the  ftream. 

Aschafpen-  At  half  paft  five  we  reached  Afehaffenhourg,  a  well-fortified  town 
‘»ouRG.  belonging  to  the  eledtor  of  Mayence  or  Mentz,  who  has  a  fpacious,  but  in¬ 

elegant  palace  here.  The  place  (lands  partly  on  a  hill,  and  partly  in  a 
bottom,  and  has  a  good  (tone  bridge  of  twelve  arches  built  over  the 
Maine.  Fifteen  hundred  French  troops  were  in  garrifon,  at  the  time  of  our 
arrival.  We  fell  into  converfation  at  the  poft-office  with  an  obliging,  fenfi- 
ble  Abbe  of  that  nation,  who  advifed  us  not  to  entertain  a  thought  of  going 
farther  than  Dettingen  for  the  night,  as  he  was  very  confident  that  the  gates 
of  Hanau  would  not  be  opened  for  us  until  the  morning.  We  Xtix.  Afchaf- 
fenbeurg  at  fix  in  the  evening,  and  at  eight  reached  the  village  of  Bet- 
iingen. 
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This  once  obfcure  village  was  made  famous  by  the  vidbory  gained  here  in  i759* 
the  year  1743,  by  King  George  the  fecond  over  the  French  army  commanded 
by  Marflial  The  fellow,  at  whofe  wretched  cottage  we  lay ,^feemed 

very  fond  of  relating  the  feveral  particulars  of  this  engagement,  and  was 
efpecially  folicitous  to  fliew  us  a  hole  in  one  of  the  beams  of  his  houfe, 
which,  he  faid,  was  made  by  a  ball  from  the  Britijh  artillery.  He  dwelj; 
particularly,  and  with  an  apparent  pleafure,  on  the  fpirited  attack  of  the 
Engli/h,  and  the  confufion  of  the  French,  when  they  made  their  precipitate 
retreat  over  the  Maine.  My  fellow-traveller  Mr-  T ottingham,  and  I,  were 
obliged  to  put  up  with  one  bed  in  this  miferable  hovel  •,  we  lay  with  our 
clothes  on,  and  our  fervants  flept  in  the  fame  room  on  flraw.  Thefe  were 
the  beft  accommodations  we  could  procure  from  our  Dettingen  hoft ;  and 
yet,  the  money  we  paid  the  next  morning  (to  the  value  of  three  (killings) 
did  not  fatisfy,  the  woman  of  the  houfe  telling  us,  that  as  we  were  Eng- 
lipmen,  we  ought  to  have  depofited  a  fequin  at  lead  (near  ten  fhillings); 
and  (he  infifted  that  her  bed  was  the  beft  in  die  whole  village,  and  that  a 
great  man,  a  German  Baron,  having  lately  flept  in  it,  pronounced  it  to  be  ,.a 
very  good  one. 

At  fix  o’clock  this  morning,  we  left  the  village  of  Dettingen,  and  at  half  February  2©. 
pad  feven  reached  Hanau,  which  is  a  well-fortified  city,  having  a  double 
wall,  and  two  wet  ditches.  The  French  are  at  prefent  in  poflTelTion  of  it, 
and  maintain  a  large  garrifon  here.  The  ftreets  arc  broad  and  well-paved, 
and  the  houfes  large  and  handfome.  The  country  around  is  well  cultivated, 
and  the  town  is  fupplied  with  water  from  the  Maine  by  artificial  canals. 

On  our  entring  the  inner  gate,  we  were  conduced  by  the  ferjeant  ftationed 
there,  to  the  captain  who  commanded  the  main-guard.  He  looked 

at  our  pafsports,  and  civilly  difmilTed  us. 

The  women  in  general  here  wear  a  quilted  linnen  cap,  which  coming  a 
long  way  down  the  (ides  of  the  face,  even  below  the  chin,  is  then  turned 
back,  and  pinned  over  the  (boulders.  They  make  ufe  of  a  long  cloak  alfo, 
made  of  quilted  linnen.  The  women  of  better  fa(bion  appeared  to  drefs  in. 
the  Englijh  zx\^  French 

At  half  pad  ten  o’clock,  we  arrived  at  Franckfort a  free,  imperial  city,  Franck- 
very  large  and  populous  ;  and  the  place  where  the  Emperors  of  Germany  were  fort. 
formerly  always  elefted.  It  is  well-fortified  with  a  double  ditch,  baftions, 
redoubts,  and  ravelins.  The  ftreets  are  remarkably  wide,  and  the  houfes 
handfomely  built.  By  means  of  the  navigable  river  which  runs  through  it, 
this  city  has  great  conveniency  for  carrying  on  an  extenfive  trade  with  the 
other  parts  of  Germany,  and  the  two  fairs  held  here  annually  are  very  con- 
fiderable.  The  fuburbs  are  called  Saicenhaufen,  and  are  joined  to  the  city 
by  a  (tone-bridge,  built  over  the  Maine.  Our  firft  intention  was  to  have 
proceeded  immediately  on,  without  making  any  (lay  at  Franckfort', 
but  Mr.  Hope,  who  keeps  a  houfe  of  public  entertainment  there,  per- 
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fuaded  us  to  put  off  our  going  till  the  next  day,  becaufe  it  would  take  up 
fome  time  to  provide  a  proper  boat,  and  to  lay  in  fuch  provifions  as  would 
be  neceffary  in  our  pafiage  down  the  Rhine.  We  begged  alfo  the  favour  of 
Mr.  Hope  to  make  an  agreement  for  a  boat,  as  the  fum  demanded  of  us, 

1 30  florins,  appeared  to  be  very  extravagant,  for  carrying  us  only  as  far  as 
Cologne.  Mr.  Hope  informed  us,  that  although  1 5  ducats  had  been  the  cuf- 
tomary  price,  yet  confidering  the  great  change  which  had  lately  happened 
in  the  country  by  means  of  the  French  army,  and  the  extraordinary  expence 
which  the  boatmen  were  now  at  for  horfes  to  draw  their  boats  back,  he 
did  not  think  we  fliould  be  much  impofed  upon,  if  we  could  fettle  it  at  1 8 
or  19  ducats.  We  had  no  objeftion  to  his  fixing  the  matter  on  this  foot¬ 
ing,  but  defired  him,  that  he  would  take  particular  care  in  making  the 
agreement,  that  the  boatmen  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  encumber  the  boat 
with  any  kind  of  merchandife  or  goods.  This,  upon  Mr.  Hope*s  propofing  it 
to  them,  they  readily  agreed  to,  and  the  terms  were  committed  to  writing. 

A  little  after  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  embarked,  and  to  our 
great  furprize  found  the  beft  of  the  three  cabbins  or  rooms  as  they  are 
called,  filled  with  merchants  goods.  The  boatman,  without  paying  any 
regard  to  our  remonftrances  for  the  great  injuftice  he  had  done  us,  very 
unconcernedly  put  off  from  the  fhore,  and  upon  our  giving  him  orders  to 
land  us  again,  he  refufed  to  do  it,  and  kept  failing  down  the  river.  We 
bailed  fome  French  officers,  who  were  along-fide  of  us  in  another  boat,  tel¬ 
ling  them  how  we  had  been  treated,  and  defiring  their  advice  and  affiftance 
in  the  affair*,  who  replied,  that  they  themfelves  were  under  much  the  feme 
circumftances,  but  that  at  Mentz,  or  Cologne,  juftice  would  certainly  be 
done  us. 

At  half  paft  three  in  the  afternoon,  we  left  the  river  Maine,  and  entered 
the  Rhine,  and  by  four,  got  to  the  city  of  Mentz,  an  archbi (hop’s  fee, 
and  the  firfl  of  the  eledloral  college.  Its  fortifications  towards  the  river  are 
inconfiderable,  but  we  were  told,  that  towards  the  land  they  are  remark¬ 
ably  flrong.  It  is  a  very  large  populous  place,  built  much  in  the  fame 
tafte  as  Franckfort  and  other  German  cities,  and  would  have  been  efteemed 
handfome  in  England,  an  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  The  ftreets  are  nar-  ■ 
row  but  well  paved,  and  are  all  fupplied  with  water  from  the  river  by 
means  of  artificial  canals,  which  prevent  any  offenfive  fmells  arifing  from 
the  common  fewers. — A  bridge  of  boats  reaches  from  this  city  to  the  oppo^- 
fite  fhore  of  the  Rhine. 

In  the  way  to  our  inn,  from  the  river’s  fide,  we  ftept  into  two  of  tKc 
principal  churches  *,  they  ftand  clofe  to  each  other,  are  both  built  in  the . 
Gothic  tafte,  and  contain  fome  altar-pieces  and  tombs  which  arc  well- 
worth  feeing.  In  the  cathedral,  we  were  fhewn  the  monumentsanf  many' 
of  the  archbidiops  of  Mentz^  who  were  alfo  eledlors  of  the  empire.  Over 

their 
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th^Ir.tCMpbs  are  feveral  of^ their  ftatues  cut  out  in  marble^-  with  the  coats  of  *759* 
arnas  belonging  to  their,  refpedive  families.  In  this  cathedral  the-  bones  of 
St.  Alexander  *,  and  two  of  his  fellow-fufferers  in  martyrdom,  lie  depofited 
in  three  feveral  caflcets,  which  are  always  fhewn  to  the  ftrangers  who  vifit 
it.  They  are  kept  in  the  middle  of  a  fquare  open  Maufoleum^  within  the 
choir,,  which  is  ornamented  with  handfome  marble  pillars  at  its  four  angles, 
and  a  beautiful  carved  foliage  is  carried  from  the  architrave  of  one  pillar 
to  that  of  another.  Here  is  alfo  a  well-toned,  handfome  organ,  with  a 
canopy  of  gold  and  filver  tiflue,  in  which  the  miracle  of  our  Saviour’s 
raifing  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  is  curioufly  worked.  The  pulpit  too  is  ele¬ 
gantly  finilhed,  being  fet  off  with  pillars  and  pilafters  made  of  alabafter, 
on  whofe  bafes  are  fome  good  Bajfo  and  Alto  Relievos.  We  did  not  fee. 
eitker  the  archbifhrp’s  palace,  or  the  arfenal,  becaufe  the  perfon  whofe  bu- 
finefs  'was  to  ftiew  them,  could  not  be  found. 

Mentz  ftands  on  the  left  hand,  as  you  go  down  the  Rhine.,  near  the  February  s?;’. 
junftion  of  that  river  with  the  Maine.  Here  our  boatman  difembarked  the  *  ■ 
merchandife  which  had  fo  juftly  given  us  offence.  He  would  have  left  the 
city  early  in  the  morning,  as  foon  at  leaft  as  the  gates  had  been  opened,' 
but  was  prevented  by  a  very  thick  fog,  which  did  not  difperfe  till  one  o’clocki 
in  the  afternoon,  when  we  got  on  board  again,  but  got  no  farther  than 
Bingen  that  evening,  our  watermen  refufing  to  proceed  but  by  day-light.. 

Bingen  is  a  confiderable  town,  fituate  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nahe.»' 
which  here  empties  itfelf  into  tht  Rhine.  It  is  diftant  about  i6rEngliJh 
miles  from  Mentz.  '  i 

We  left  Bingen  this  morning,  and  had  a  thick,  fmall  rain  for  the  whole* February  23. 
day.  1  mention  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  firft  rain  we  have  met  with,  fince  our 
leaving  the  Lazaretto  at  Leghorn.  We  were  almoft  continually  paffing  by 
towns  and  villages  on  both  fides  of  the  river.  Vineyards  alfo  are  all  around - 
us  on  the  hills,  and  bear  the  appearance  of  hanging  gardens  even  at  this; 
feafon  of  the  year*,  they  form  a  moft  romantic  and  delightful  profpejffjt 
This  day  we  failed  by  the  famous  ifland  of  rats,  where  Hatto,  the  wicked 
archbifhop  of  Mentz^  is  faid  to  have  been  devoured  alive  by  thofc: 
animals. 


4 
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At  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  reached  a  fmall  town,  called  Loenjiein; 
from  the  river  Loen  which  here  falls  into  the  Rhine.,  and  continued  there  for 
the  night. 

'  ♦  I  apprehend  that  the  St.  Alexander  here  mentioned,  was  Alexander  the  JirJiy  Tope  0/  Rome ; 
who  ortfered  holy  water  in  its  benedi£tion  to  be  mingled  with  fait,  and  fprinkled  in  private 
houfes,  “  Ad  datnona  morbofque  fugandos,**  to  drive  away  devils  and  difeafes  ;  and  water  to  be 
mingled  with  the  wine,  as  a  token  of  Chrift’s  union  with  his  church. — He  was  martyred  in 
Adrian’s  time.  See  Abridgment  of  Moreri’s  Diftionary,  publilhed  in  1703. 


At 
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At  feven  tTiis  morning  we  put  off  our  boats  from  Loenfieitty  the  weather 
very  foggy,  and  at  half  after  two  got  to  Coblentz.  This  city  is  very  large 

February  24.  populous,  and  the  m  Ttropolis  of  the  eieflorate  and  archbifhopric  of 
oBLENTz.  It  is  pleaiantly  fituated  on  a  point  of  land,  which  is  formed  by 

the  meeting  of  the  Mofelle  and  Rhine.  Over  the  firft  of  thcfe  rivers,  is  a 
large  ftone  bridge  of  twelve  arches,  built  for  the  convenience  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  CoblentZy  and  the  adjacent  places.  A  ferry  machine  is  conftantly 
going  from  the  city  to  the  other  fide  of  the  RhinCy  where  is  a  little  town, 
and  a  very  ftrong  caftle  built  on  an  eminence,  Itiled  “  The  rock  of  ho¬ 
nour*,”  in  the  German  language,  Ehrenbriejiein.  The  ferry-machine  is  built- 
on  two  boats  in  the  form  of  a  large  fquare  gallery,  encompaffed  with  bal- 
luftrades,  and  carries  a  tall  flag-ftaff,  on  which  are  difplayed  the  arms  of 
the  eledtorate  of  Treves.  This  machine  is  put  in  motion,  by  the  ferryman’s 
pulling  a  rope,  which  is  fixed  to  a  ftandard  on  each  fide  of  the  river^ 
The  caftle  appears  to  be  almoft  inacceflible  to  an  enemy,  and  entirely  com¬ 
mands  the  city  of  Coblentz.  The  archbifhop’s  palace  ftands  at  the  foot  of 
the  fame  rock  on  which  the  caftle  is  built,  and  the  arfenal  at  a  little  dif- 
tance  from  the  palace. 

Andernach.  At  three  quarters  after  eleven  at  night,  we  got  to  Andernach\  which  a 
fortified  town,  fituate  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  RhinCy  and  at  the  entrance 
of  a  fine  open  country,  the  mountains  which  hitherto  had  reached  quite 
down  to  the  river,  ending  juft  before  we  arrived  at  this  place.  Here  our 
boatman  paid  a  toll,  as  indeed  he  had  done  before  at  many  other  places  in 
our  paffage  down  the  river. 

February  25.  At  eight  o’clock  this  morning  we  got  to  Bony  after  having  Iain  by^  and 
Bon.  flept  all  night  in  our  boat.  The  city  of  Bon  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  the 
Eledtor  of  Colognoy  whofe  caftle  and  gardens  are  v^ery  curious.  I’he  fortifi¬ 
cations  of  the  city  at  this  time  are  very  confiderable,  and  in  the  year  170^ 
this  place  coft  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  twenty  days  open  trenches  before 
he  took  it. 

Cologne.  At  half  paft  one  o’clock,  we  arrived  ^x  ColognOy  a  rich  and  populous  city, 
and  faid  to  be  the  largeft  in  Germany.  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  crefcent, 
and  by  fome  called  the  Holy  City  from  the  great  number  of  churches  in  it, 
which  amount  to  fome  hundreds  ;  among  them  you  are  fhewn  the  reputed 
tombs  of  the  three  wife  men,  who  vifited  our  Saviour  by  the  guidance  of  a 
ftar,  commonly  called  the  three  Kings  of  Cologne.  It  is  well  fortified  towards 
the  land,  and  has  a  ftrong  wall  next  the  Rhine.  Five  regiments  of  French  fol- 
diers  now  make  up  the  garrifon.  Immediately  on  our  landing,  we  repaired 
to  the  Hotel  d^HoUandy  and  after  refrefhing  ourfelves,  intended  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  direflly  on  our  journey  by  land  j  but  on  fending  our  fervants  to  the 
poft-houfe  for  liorfes,  we  had  the  mortification  to  find,  that  there  was  no- 
poffibility  of  getting  any  till  the  next  morning,  every  one  belonging  to  the 
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poft-ma-Iler  having  been  hired  yefterday  to  carry  people  to  where  an  1759. 
Italian  opera,  and  other  diverfions,  are  to  be  exhibited  this  night.  u— 

Horfes  were  fent  to  us  this  morning  earlier  than  we  expelled,  and  we  fet  Monday, 
off  from  Cologne  at  half  after  nine  o’clock,  with  three  to  each  carriage,  the  February  26*. 
number  which  is  commonly  made  ufe  of  on  the  German  roads.  The  pofts- 
from  Cologne  to  Ckvet  and  Nimeguen^  are  as  follow, 


From  Cologne  to  Dor  maim 

Polls.  Hours 

—  I  —  2-1: 

Dor  main  to  Nuys 

-  I  -  2 

Nuys  to  Hochjirat 

— 

—  2  -  9 

Hochjirat  to  Santem 

— 

—  2  ~  6i: 

uj-  Santen  to  Ckves 

—  2  —  4 

-ru  •  '  Cleves  to  Nimeguen 

i  .  '  -  ’  m 

— 

—  2  —  3T 

Total  of  potts  and  hours 

—  10  27I: 

Nuys^  Hochjlrat^  Santen^  and  Cleves^  are  PruJJian  and  not  regulated' 

by  the  German  poft-offiice.  We  pay  by  the  ftone,  mile  or  hour,  either  of 
which  is  equal  to  about  an  Englijh  league. 

■  We  drove  over  a  fine  champain  country,  leaving  the  Rhine  at  a  little  dif-  Dormain. 
tance  on  our  right  hand,  and  between  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock,  got  to 
T)ormain\  we  ftaid  only  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  change  horles,  and 
then  fet  off  for  Nuys^  where  we  arrived  a  little  before  two  in  the  afternoon. 

Nnys  is  a  confiderable  town,  fubjed  to  the  King  of  Prujfia^  but  the  French  Nuy«; 
have  made  themfelves  matters  thereof,  and  of  the  feveral  other  places  be¬ 
longing  to  that  monarch  in  the  low-countries.  They  have  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  quartered  here  at  prefent,  who,  while  we  ttaid  to  refrefh  ourfelves, 
very  agreeably  entertained  us  with  feveral  tunes  on  their  French  \\oxm.  We 
left  Nuys  between  two  and  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  travelling 
over  a  mott  charming,  and  well-cultivated  country,  by  eleven  at  night,  we  . 
reached  the  fmall  village  of  Hochftrat and  during  the  time  that  frefh  horfes  Hochstrat. 
were  getting  ready  for  us,  we  threw  .ourfelves  .on  fome  chairs,  and  took  a 
little  deep. 

Here  we  mutt  bid  adieu  to  the  gay  livery-drefs  of  our  pottilions ;  and  are 
now  to  be  drove  by  plowmen  both  in  drefsand  behaviour.  In  Italy  the  pol- 
tilions  wear  a  coat  of  blue  cloth  turned  up  with  red,  a  laced  hat,  and  carry  a 
fmall  FrencF\\oxn  acrofs  their  uroulders,  decked  with  taffels.  In  the  fouthern- 
mott  parts  of  Germanyy  the  pottilion’s  livery  is  always  of  a  red  cloth.  As  you 
advance  farther  northward,  it  changes  to  a  yellow  faced  with  black,  and 
the  French  horn  at  every  hundred  miles  dittance,  gradually  increafes  in  its 
fize.  Our  preient  fhabby  pottilions  have  the  vanity  alfo  to  carry  a  horn,- 
and  expedt  that  the  fame  refped  fliall  be  paid  by  all  travellers  to  its  found, , 
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as  has  been  done  to  the  horns  of  their  well-drefTcd  brethren.'  The  fellow 
who  drove  us  to  Hochftrat^  did  not  ride  one  of  the  horfes,  but  feated  him- 
felf  on  a  low  box,  and  made  ufe  of  a  long  whip. 

At  half  paft  two  this  morning,  we  left  Hochjlrat^  and  at  five  got  to  the 
gates  of  Rbineherg,  The  French  are  alfo  in  poffeflion  of  this  place,  and 
have  a  garrifon  quartered  in  it.  The  gates  however  were  opened  to  us 
without  a  queftion  being  alked  relative  to  our  pafiports.  This  town  is 
fituated  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Rhine^  and  at  about  a  mile  and  half  dif- 
tance  from  it.  The  country  round  this  place  is  very  pleafant,  and  well  cul¬ 
tivated.  Since  we  entered  the  Prujjian  territories,  we  have  frequently  met 
with  direftion  pofts  on  the  road,  which  though  of  great  afliftance  to  a 
ftranger,  are  not  to  be  feen  in  countries  more  to  the  fouthward. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  eight  o’clock,  we  got  to  a  finall  eminence,  and 
difcovered  the  town  of  Santen  lying  at  the  foot  of  it.  "We  had  likewife  in 
our  view  a  moft  beautiful  vale,  very  broad  and  extenfive,  with  the  river 
Rhine  running  through  the  midfi:  of  it.  From  this  eminence,  we  could 
plainly  difcover  feveral  fpires  belonging  to  the  churches  in  Cleves.  We 
reached  Santen  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning.  This  town  alfo  belongs  to 
the  King  of  RruJJia^  but  is  at  prefent  under  the  fubjedtion  of  the  French^ 
who  have  raifed  enormous  contributions  here,  to  the  impoverifhment  of  the 
poor  inhabitants. 

e-. 

Wc  left  Santen  at  half  pall  nine  o’clock,  and  at  two  in  the  afternoon  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  poll-office  of  Cleves,  which  Hands  juft  without  the  gates  of  the 
city.  From  hence  we  were  obliged  to  fend  a  fervant  with  our  pafiports  to 
the  officer  comrrianding  the  Frmch  garrifon,  with  a  requell  that  he  would 
give  an  order  to  the  poft-mafter  to  fupply  us  with  fix  horfes.  The  officer 
complied  with  our  defires,  but  not  before  he  had  put  feveral  queftions  to 
the  fervant  relating  to  our  journey  and  charadlers,  and  exprefled  great  fur- 
prize  at  our  thus  venturing  to  pafs  through  the  armies  of  the  Grand  Mo¬ 
narch. 

Cleves  is  a  confiderable  city,  feated  on  an  eminence,  about  four  miles 
from  the  Rhine.  We  travelled  towards  it  over  a  very  fandy  road,  of  a  long 
but  gradual  afeent,  having  both  on  the  right  and  left  hand  of  us,  a  double 
row  of  fine  elm-trees,  which  had  a  pretty  effedl,  and  greatly  add  to 
the  agreeable  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the  beauties  of  its  environs. 
We  left  Cleves  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  fix  arrived  at 
Nimeguen. 

This  city  is  large,  and  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  ftreets  are  well  paved 
and  regular.  It  is  under  the  government  of -the  States  General.  Our  ftay 
at  was  fo  Ihort,  that  I  will  not  pretend  to  give  a  particular  de- 

feription 


['  439  ] 

/ 

fcnption  of  it.  I  waS  feeedingly  {Iruck  however  with  the  neatnefs  and  i759» 
cJeanlinefs  of  the  houfes,  for  which,  here,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole  v— — * 

of  the  United  Provinces,  the  Dutch  are  lb  juftly  celebrated  *. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock  this  morning,  embarked  in  a  boat  February  28^ 
we  hired  here  to  carry  us  to  Rotterdam^  for  which  vve  agreed  to  pay  forty 
guilders;  and  at  half  after  five  in  the  afternoon,  v/e  got  to  a  confiderable 
town  feated,  ‘s.sNmeguen  is,  on  the  left-hand  fide  of  the  river  called 

Bommel.  The  wind  not  being  fair  for  us,  our  fkipper  (leered  the  boat  to  the  Bommeu 
right-hand  fide  of  the  river,  to  lie  by  for  the  night :  we  therefore  went 
afhore,  and  repaired  to  a  fmali  neat  public-houfe,  where  we  met  with  the 
bed  accommodations. 

Wereimbarked  this  morning  at  feven  o’clock,  and  at  ten  palTed  by  Lev ef‘  March  r. 
tehi  caflle.  In  half  an  hour  more  we  reached  Gorcum^  a  confiderable  town,  Gorcum. 
feated  on  the  right-hand  fide  of  the  river.  The  whole  country  about  us  is 
flat  and  low,  but  at  the  fame  time  looks  extremely  rich.  An  infini^te  numr 
ber  of  willows  are  regularly  planted  all  along  the  banks  of  the  riy^r,  which 
in  the  fummer  feafon  mud  form  one  of  the  mod  delightful  profpe^s  ih  the 
world.  At  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  got  abread  of  Dort^  a  large  Dort, 
town,  and  very  confiderable  port,  famous  for  the  Protedant  fynod  held 
here  in  1618.  At  half  pad  fix  we  arrived  at  Rotterdam^  where  we  had  the 
fatisfaftion  to  receive  letters  from  our  families  and  friends  in  England,  agree¬ 
able  to  indruflions  we  had  itom  Leghorn. 

This  is  the  riched  town  of  the  feven  united  provinces,  except ^^j'?^r-  RoTT«R- 
dam,  with  clean,  regular  dreets,  and  canals  fo  cut  that  the  larged  (hips,  can 
come  up  to  the  very  doors  of  the  merchants.  We  vifited  their  anatomica^^^^^^ 
fchool,  and  were  (hewn  the  mod  curious  preparations  laid  up  there,  but* 
did  not  find  them  comparable  to  feme  we  had  before  feen  in  England. 

This  city  being  the  birth-place  of  Erafmus,  we  had  the  curiofity  to  go  and 
fee  his  datue,  which  is  well  executed  in  bronze.  We  vifited  alfo  the  ex- 


*  *‘The  extreme  moiflure  of  the  air  I  take  to  be  the  occafion  of  the  great  neatnefs  of  their 
houfes,  and  cleanlinefs  of  their  towns.  For  without  the  help  of  thofe  cuftoms  their  country 
would  not  be  habitable  by  fuch  crowds  of  people,  but  the  air  would  corrupt  upon  every  hot 
feafon,  and  expofe  the  inhabitants  to  general  and  infectious  difeafes,  which  they  hardly 
cfcape  three  fummers  together,  efpecially  about  Leyden,  where  the  waters  are  not  fo  eafily 
renewed  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  fuppofe  it  is,  that  Leyden  is  found  to  be  the  neateft  and 
cleaneft  kept,  of  all  their  towns. 

The  fame  moifture  of  air  makes  all  metals  apt  to  ruft,  and  wood  to  mould  ;  which  forces 
them,  by  continual  pains  of  rubbing  and  fcouring,  to  feek  a  prevention,  or  cure  :  this  makes 
the  brightnefs  and  cleannefs  that  feems  affected  in  their  houfes,  and  is  called  natural  to  them, 
by  people  who  think  no  further.  So  the  deepnefs  of  their  foil,  and  wetnefs  of  leafons,  which 
will  render  it  unpaffable,  forces  them,  not  only  to  exaftnefs  in  paving  thcir'ftreets,  but  to  the 
expence  of  fo  long  caulbways  between  many  ofi  th6ir  towns,  and  in  their  high-ways  :  as  in¬ 
deed,  nioft  national  cudoms  are  the  effect  pfTo^e  unfeen,  or  unobferved  natural  caufes  or 

needfities.”  .  ‘  , 

.  .  Sir  Temphh  Obfervations  on  the  United  Provinces,  vol.  i. 
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1 759*  change 'for  merchants,  and  the  great  church,  whofe  foundation  we  were  told 
gave  way  fo  much,  foon  after  the  edifice  was  finifhed,  that  it  appeared  to 
be  in  great  danger  of  falling*,  by  a  proper  and  curious  application  how- 
-ever  of  the  mechanical  powers,  the  defefl  was  perfedtly  remedied,  and 
this  building  now  ftands  as  upright,  as  any  other  of  the  churches  in 
the  city. 

At  Rotterdam  we  Intended  to  have  difpofed  of  our  Italian  chaifes,  which 
had  coaft  ns  near  forty  pounds  each,  but  not  being  able  to  get  more  than 
about  eight  iequins  for  them,  we  refolved  to  have  them  conveyed  to  England^ 
in  expeftation  that  it  would  anfwer  better  to  fell  them  there.  And  Mr. 
Rofe  (a  Britijh  merchant  who  refided  here)  was  fo  obliging  as  to  agree  with 
the  mafter  of  a  ftiip  to  land  mine  at  Rortfmouth^  for  three  pounds  ten  {hil¬ 
lings.  We  had  been  told  at  Leghorn^  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  fell  our 
carriages  at  Rotterdam  for  two-thirds  at  lead  of  what  they  colt  us  *,  but 
we  experienced  quite  the  contrary,  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  our  Englijh 
■  gentlemen,  who  ufed  to  be  travelling  abroad,  are  by  the  prefent  war  con¬ 
fined  at  homej  confequently  thefe  foreign  carriages  are  now  of  little  ufe 
.or  value. 


March  5.  At  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we  embarked  in  a  ketch  for  Hehoetjluys^ 

Helvoets-  and  by  three  quarters  after  nine  in  the  morning,  arrived  there,  difembarkcd, 
■IVYS.  put, up  at  a  public  houfe  kept  by  Mr.  Fell  an  Englijhman.  Helvcetjluys  . 

is  a  clean,  little  fea-port  town,  where  the  packet-boats,  which  pals  between. 
England  and  Holland.,  are  always  ftationed.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  town, 
is  a  large  balbn,  in  which  lie  three  or  four  Dutch  {hips  of  war,  in  or¬ 
dinary. 


March  4.  At  eight  this  morning,  we  went  on  board  the  packet-boat,  and  made 

fail  ^ov  England',  but  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind  coming  from 
the  well,  we  were  obliged  to  put  back,  and  in  a  few  hours  got  again  to 
Helvoetjluys. 


Monday,  xhis  morning  at  eleven  o’clock,  we  once  more  put  to  Tea,  and  in  a  few 

hours  difeovered  a  fail,  bearing  down  towards  us,  whom  we  fufpe<fted  to. 
be  an  enemy.  The  mafter  of  a  Dutch  velTel  aflTured  us,  that  the  fhip  in 
fight  was  a  French  privateer,  upon  which  we  altered  our  courfe,  and  pre¬ 
tended  as  if  we  were  putting  back  to  Helvoetjluys but  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  when  it  became  dark,  the  mafter  put  the  packet  about,  and 
ftood  for  the  northward,  by  which  means  we  had  the  good  luck  to  efcape 
the  enemy,  and  at  half  paft  eleven  the  next  morning,  had  the  unfpeak- 

Harwich.  able  joy  of  entering  the  long  wifhed-for  port  of  Harwich. 

» 

Thus  after  an  irkfome  abfence  of  more  than  five  years,  and  a  journey  at¬ 
tended  with  fuch  a  feries  of  difappointment,  difficulty,  and  illnefs,  I  once  more 
fafely  landed  on  my  native  Ihore*,  and  in  thirty-fix  hours  afterwards,  was  made 

3  completely 
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completely  happy  in  the  fight  and  embraces  of  my  family  and  friends  at 
Litchfield  in  Hampjhire.  On  fuch  an  occafion,  could  I  help  adopting  the 
fentiment  and  exprefilons  of  the  Pfalmift  ?  “  Praife  the  Lord,  O  my 
foul,  and  forget  not  all  hts  benefits.  I  will  publifli  with  the  voice  of 
thankfgiving,  and  tell  of  all  his  wonderful  works.  For  he  hath  defended 
me  from  the  peftilence  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  from  the  de- 
ftrudtion  that  wafteth  at  noon-day.  He  has  given  his  angels  charge  over 
me^  and  at  length  brought  me  to  the  defired  habitation.” 
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APPENDIX. 


N°.  I. 

Medical  and  Chirurgical  Observations. 


To  avoid  interruptions  in  the  narrative,  I  omitted  to  enlarge  on  the 
feveral  difeafes  with  which  the  fquadron  was  afflidled.  I  lhall  now 
treat  of  that  fubjed  more  diftindly,  as  fomething  of  this  kind  will  certainly 
be  expected  from  a  perfon  of  my  profeflion ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf,  that, 
although  I  mean  to  be  concife,  yet,  what  I  have  to  offer  will  be  of  fome 
fervice  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  navy. 

On  this  occafion  I  beg  leave  to  carry  the  reader  as  far  back  as  the  9th 
of  March  lySA--*  when  Mr.  JVatfon  left  Plymouth  with  all  his  fhips  com¬ 
panies  in  perfed  health.  In  the  months  of  May  and  June  following, 

.  feveral  diforders  took  place  in  the  fquadron,  and  in  fpite  of  the  united 
efforts  of  all  our  officers,  who  ordered  the  decks  to  be  conftantly  fwept  and 
fcraped,  and  the  ventilators  to  be  daily  ufed,  by  the  9th  of  July^  when  we 

arrived  at  Madagafcar^  they  had  increafed  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  the 

Kent  alone  had  buried  twelve  men,  befides  a  large  number  who  were 

reduced  to  fuch  an  extremity,  that  they  muft  have  died,  had  we  con¬ 

tinued  only  a  few  days  more  at  fea. 

Tho  diforders  under  which  the  Kends  people  laboured  at  this  time,  were 
principally  Putrid  Fevers^  and  Putrid  Fluxes  \  which  though  common  to 
hot  climates,  were,  I  believe,  .confiderably  increafed  by  the  great  quantities 
of  ftock'fifh  and  other  provifions  flowed  in  the  fiffi-room  and  between  the 
guns  of  the  lower  deck :  the  fifli  becoming  putrid  by  the  heat  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  and  by  their  long  continuance  there,  emitted  fuch  a  noxious  fmell, 
as  made  the  air,  in  every  part  of  the  fhip  below,  unfit  for  refpiration.  Be¬ 
fides,  by  this  time  the  fea  water  had  unavoidably  made  its  way  through  the 
chinks  of  the  ports  and  hawfe-holes,  and  by  its  {linking  effluvia  had  greatly 
added  to  the  contagion. 

L  1 1  2  It 
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It  would  be  almoft  needlefs  to  defcribc  the  particular  manner  in  which  I 
treated  thofe  patients,  while  they  lay  on  board,  as  there  was  nothing  un¬ 
common  in  my  praflife ;  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  I  made  it  my 
principal  care,  to  keep  them  as  clean  in  their  perfons  and  births  as  poflible; 
to  purify  the  air  around  them  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power  j  and  not  only 
antifeptic  medicines  were  adminiftered,  but  wines,  punch,  and  culinary 
afliftances  were  daily  ferit  them  from  the  admiral’s,  captain’s,  and  lieute¬ 
nants  ftores.  Indeed,  it  is  to  thefe  adls  of  humanity  in  the  officers,  and  to 
the  unwearied  diligence  of  the  furgeon’s  mates  in  feeing  thefe  fupplies  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  that  the  prefervation  of  many  of  their  lives  muft  be  attributed. 

I  have  obferved  in  the  voyage,  that  at  our  landing  on  the  ifland  of  hlada- 
gafear^  where  we  met  with  a  variety  of  freffi  provifions  and  vegetables, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  acid  kind,  our  fick  people  were  reftored  to  their 
health  and  ftrength  in  a  very  ffiort  time  ;  and  only  four  of  thofe  who 
were  put  on  ffiore  from  on  board  the  Kent^  died.  The  fquadron  left 
that  ifland  on  the  feventh  of  Auguji^  and  arrived  at  Fori  St.  David  on  the 
iqth  of  September  following,  in  a  condition  as  to  health,  that  was  by  no 
means  to  be 'called  bad  ;  but  we  thought  it  prudent,  (notwithftanding  we 
were  fo  foon  to  fail  for  Bombay)  to  fend  on  ffiore  to  the  hofpital  78  of 
the  mofl:  fickly  of  our  ffiips  crews,  moft:  of  whom  were  labouring  either  un¬ 
der  fcorbutic  or  bilious  complaints  *,  for  bilious  diforders  begun  to  make 
their  appearance  among  us  foon  after  our  getting  to  India.  The  fcurv.y 
however  was  now  become  the  moft  predominant  diftemper,  which  was 
undoubtedly  owing  to  our  fea  paflage  from  Madagafcar  to  Fort  St, 
David. 

Between  the  14th  of  November  1754  and  the  14th  of  February  in  the 
following  year,  104  patients  were  fent  from  two  ffiips  to  the  hofpital  at 
.  Bombay.,  who  chiefly  laboured  under  feurvies  and  fluxes.  There  were  fome 
alfo  very  ill  in  bilious  fevers  •,  the  fluxes  were  either  of  the  fcorbutic  or 
bilious  fort.  At  this  period  likewife,  the  feurvy  appears  to  have  been  the 
moft  prevailing  diftemper,  which  perhaps  was  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to 
its  being  the  winter  feafon. 

On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  between  the  24th  of  January  1755,  and  the 
24th  of  Oliober  following,  we  received  at  the  hofpitals,  from  the  Kent., 
Cumberland,  Fyger,  Salijbury,  Bridgewater,  znd  King's -f^er,  1 2  14  *  patients, 
of  whom  168  only  were  in  feurvies;  the  much  greater  part  of  the  reft  were 
down  in  bilious  fevers,  bilious  fluxes,  or  fome  other  difordcr  that  difeovered 
an  overfloyving  of  the  bile  in  the  conftitution.  As  this  was  the  fummer 

*  The  reader  is  not  to  fuppofe  by  1214  patients,  that  fo  many  diHindl  perfons  were  fent 
fick  from  the  (hips;  for  the  compliment  of  the  whole  fquadron  at  any  one  time  did  not  exceed 
1800;  he  is  to  be  apprifed,  that  the  fame  man  may  have  been  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and  after 
being  cured,  difeharged  ;  then  fent  again  on  account  of  a  relapfe,  or  his  being  feized  with 
another  difjrder,  within  the  time  mentioned  in  this  account. — This  obfervation  is  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  on  every  future  occafion. 

3  feafon, 
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feafon,  it  will  fufficiently  account  for  the  number  of  my  fcorbutic  patients 
being  very  trifling,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  who  were  afflided  with  bilious 
complaints. 

At  Bombay^  the  loth  of  November  1755,  and  the  27th  of  April 

1756,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  from  the  whole  Iquadron  1334  patients, 
of  whom  514  were  in  fcurvies,  and  fcorbutic  fluxes.  The  reft  were  dif- 
eafed  with  various  hepatic  complaints,  common  diforders,  or  cafes  of 
furgery.  Here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  this  was  the  winter  feafon, 
when  the  fcurvy  again  became  the  predominant  diftemper  among  us. 

On  the  Coromandel  coaft,  between  April  1756,  and  the  12th  of  Odlober 
following,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  from  all  the  fhips  847  patients, 
of  whom  132  were  in  fcurvies,  108  in  bilious  fevers,  163  in  bilious 
fluxes,  and  223  in  bilious  obftrudions.  The  remaining  221  were  down 
in  various  diforders,  but  even  in  moft  of  thefe,  the  bile  was  predominant. 
A  very  few  chirurgical  and  venereal  complaints  are  to  be  excepted. — This 
again  was  the  fummer  feafon,  and  we  fee  plainly,  that  bilious  diforders  were 
by  much  the  moft  prevalent  during  this  period. 

On  board  the  Proteblor  an  occafional  hofpital  (hip  in  Bengal  river,  aniT 
at  the  hofpital  zx.  Calcutta^  between  the  25th  of  December  1756,  and  the 
8th  of  February  iyS7->  we  received  455  patients  from  the  king’s  fhips,  of 
whom  72  were  in  the  worft  ftage  of  the  fcurvy,  27  in  convulfions  of 
the  bowels  from  a  fcorbutic  cafe,  co-operating  probably  with  the  muddy 
water  of  the  river;  12  in  putrid  fevers,  and  the  remaining  104  were  ill  of 
various  diforders,  all  of  which,  except  a  few  cafes  of  furgery,  partook  of 
the  fcurvy.  Out  of  the  whole  number  received  into  the  hofpital  here,  I  find, 
that  at  the  clofe  of  the  firft  quarterly  account,  we  buried  27  men:  a  par¬ 
ticular  mention  «f  the  number  of  the  dead,  may  be  proper  to  exhibit  a  com¬ 
parative  view  of  the  mortality  attending  the  difeafes  of  the  fquadron  in 
Bengal,  and  our  other  fettlements  in  India,  Here  my  former  obfervation  re- 
fpefting  the  difference  of  feafons,  once  more  holds  good,  for  thefe  being  the 
winter  months,  the  fcorbutic  diforders  greatly  increafed,  while  thofe  of  the 
bilious  kind  decreafed  in  the  fame  proportion.  I  muft  add,  that  the  fqua¬ 
dron  juft  before  had  a  long  and  fatiguing  paffage  of  feven  weeks  from  the 
Coromandel  cocii^i  to  the  river  of  Bengal which  doubtlefs  was  an  additional 
reafon  why  the  fcurvy  fo  greatly  prevailed  at  this  time. 

At  Calcutta,  between  the  8th  of  February  1757  7^^  of  Augufi 

following,  we  received  into  the  hofpital  1140  patients,  of  whom  54  were 
ill  in  fcurvies,  302  in  bilious  fevers,  109  in  intermittents,  16  in  meafles, 
32  in  bilious  and  bloody  fluxes,  56  in  bilious  cholics,  21  in  venereal  com¬ 
plaints ;  and  155  were  chirurgical  cafes.  Out  of  the  whole  number  we 
buried  52  men.  It  is  neceffary  here  to  obferve,  that  much  the  greater 
part  of  this  time,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  hot  and  dry ;  confequently, 

during 
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during  that  feafon,  bilious  difeafcs  were  mofl:  predominant:  afterwards, 
when  the  rains  had  let  in,  the  intermittents  began  to  make  their  ap¬ 
pearance. 

At  the  fame  place,  between  the  7th  of  Augufi  1757,  and  the  7th  of 
November  following,  (during  the  greater  part  of  which  period,  the  weather 
being  fultry  and  rainy),  we  received  into  the  hofpital  717  frelh  patients, 
befides  430  who  were  there  before  ♦,  fo  that  in  the  whole  we  had  in  this  in¬ 
terval  1147  on  fhore.  Among  the  717  which  were  taken  in  laft,  there 
were  20  only  in  feurvies,  147  in  putrid  fevers,  304  in  intermitting  fevers, 
19  in  putrid  bloody  fluxes,  155  in  putrid  fluxes;  10  in  bilious  obftrudtions, 
6  in  inflammations  of  the  bowels ;  6  in  confumptions,  and  19  cafes  of  furgery. 
The  41  unaccounted  for,  were  made  up  of'  men  labouring  under  various 
diforders,  but  fuch  as  in  general  difeovered  a  putrefeent  dirpofition  in  the 
conflitution.  Out  of  the  whole  number  that  were  in  the  hofpital  at  this 
time,  we  buried  101,  which  added  to  thofe  we  had  before  loft  in  the  Pro- 
teblor^  and  in  the  hofpital,  fince  our  arrival  in  the  river,  (which  took  in  no 
more  than  10  months  and  13  days)  make  our  whole  lofs  to  amount  to  180. 
And  this  is  exclufive  of  fuch  as  had  been  (lain  in  battle,  or  who  had  died 
on  board  their  refpedlive  fliips  before  a  proviflon  had  been  made  for  their  re¬ 
ception  in  the  Protebior^  or  on  flaore.  So  that  (as  will  foon  be.fhewn)  the 
number  of  men  buried  in  Bengal^  amounted  to  more  than  half  of  all  who 
died  in  the  feveral  hofpitals  in  India^  during  the  whole  time  of  Admiral 
Watfonh  command,  and  for  fome  fhort  time  after  his  death,  including  a 
period  of  three  years,  one  month,  and  14  days. 

Thus  far  it  is  evident,  that  in  the  winter  feafon^  and  during  a  long  continu¬ 
ance  at  fea^  the  feurvy  is  the  difeafe  to  which  Tailors  are  molt  fubjedl  in  hot 
climates  ;  that  in  the  fummer  mont-hs^  when  the  weather  is  hot  and  dry^ 
bilious  fevers  and  fiuxes  are  the  prevailing  diflempers  ;  and  that  putrid 
fluxes  and  intermittents  are  particularly  incidental  to  European  Tailors  in  the 
fultry  and  rainy  TeaTons  at  Bengal, 

I  fliall  now  produce  as  exa.6t  an  account  as  our  hoTpital  books  will 
admit,  of  every  patient  received  at  different  times  into  the  feveral  hoT- 
pitals  in  India,  from  the  13th  of  September  1754,  to  the  7th  of  November 
which  includes  the  whole  of  the  time  they  were  under  my  care  ;  and 
to  each  particular  difeafe,  I  fhall  put  the  number  of  thofe  who  died  in  it. 
The  v/hole  number  received  into  the  hofpitals,  amounted  to  6062.  Among 
thefe,  there  were  ill  in 

Fluxes  under  different  names  1819,  of  whom  died  97. 

Scurvies  1J03,  died  ii. 

Fevers  of  different  forts  900,  died  42, 

Intermittents  547,  died  17. 

Bilious  obftruftions  536,  died  iq. 

Rheumatifms  103,  died  2. 


Inflammations 
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Inflammations  of  the  bowels  83,  died  5. 

Confumptions  47,  died  3.  . 

Bilious  colics  62.  Meafles  16,  Inflammation  of  the  eyes  24.  Coughs  24. 
Spittings  of  blood  7.  Pleurifies  28.  Died  ii. 

Afthmas  14,  died  i. 

Quinfies  8.  Convulfive  fits  5.  SupprefTions  of  urine  3.  Cutaneous 
eruptions  6.  Palfey  i.  Hjemorrhoides  4.  Itch  4.  Worms  7,  Dropfy  2. 
Gravel  33.  Died  i. 

Weakneflfes  from  various  preceding  difeafes  57,  died  i. 

Venereal  cafes  58,  died  2. 

t 

The  following  chirurgical  cafes  mull  be  added. 

Ruptures  18,  died  i. 

Ulcers  166,  died  2. 

Contufions  and  other  common  accidents  147,  died  5. 

Diflocated  and  fractured  bones  28,  died  i. 

Gun-lhot  wounds  131,  died  17. 

Stumps  after  limbs  amputated  15,  died  9. 

Blown  up  by  gun-powder  13,  died  3.  Scalds  4.’ 

By  the  foregoing  account,  the  number  of  dead  amounts  to  241  ;  but 
befides  thefe,  there  were  alfo  87  perfons  who  died  chiefly  in  fluxes,  fevers, 
intermitting,  or  bilious  diforders :  but  as  at  the  time  of  their  deaths  they 
ftand  on  the  hofpital  books  under  the  article  of  “  fundry  perfons  remaining 
for  a  confiderable  while  in  the  hofpital  in  various  difeafes  j”  fo  at  this  time 
it  is  not  prafticable  to  exaftly  afcertain  what  were  their  refpedlive  com¬ 
plaints,  or  to  fix  a  name  to  thofe  diforders  that  carried  them  off. 

I  once  intended  to  have  written  very  particularly  of  the  feveral  difeafes 
to  which  Europeans  are  fubjedl  in  the  Eaft  Indies  *,  but  having  again  and 
again  read  over,  and  always  with  frefh  delight,  that  excellent  effay  on  this 
fubjeft  publifhed  by  my  ingenious  and  learned  friend  Dr.  Lind,  I  am  obliged 
to  confefs,  that  I  find  myfelf  altogether  at  a  lofs  for  nev/  matter.  Inllead 
therefore  of  offering  any  thing  of  my  own  on  this  head,  I  think  it  will 
anfwer  a  better  purpofe  to  make  a  few  abfl;ra(fl;s  from  the  doctor’s  very 
valuable  book,  and  for  more  particular  information  refer  to  the  work 
itfelf. 

*  “  Next  to  Bencoolen,  of  all  the  Englijh  faftories,  the  climate  of  Bengal 
proves  the  rnofl  fatal  to  Europeans,  The  rainy  feafon  commences  at  Bengal 
in  June,  and  continues  till  OSlober  j  the  remainder  of  tine  year  is  healthy 
and  pleafant. 

5 '  During 
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**  During  the  rains,  this  rich  and  fertile  country  is  quite  covered  by  the 
Ganges^zx\6.  converted  as  it  were  into  a  large  pool  of  water.  In  the  month  of 
O^obety  when  the  ftagnated  water  begins  to  be  exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
the  air  is  then  greatly  polluted  by  the  vapours*from  the  dime  and,  rnud  left  by 
the  Ganges,  and  by  the  corruption  of  dead  fifh  and  other  animals.  Difeafes 
then  rage,  attacking  chiefly  fuch  as  are  lately  arrived.  Here,  as  in  ^11  other 
places,  ficknefs  is  more  frequent  and  fatal  in  fome  years  than  others.  The 
diftempers  are  fevers,  of  the  remitting  or  intermitting  kind:  for  though 
fometimes  they  may  continue  feveral  days,  without  any  perceptible  remilTipn, 
yet  they  have  in  general  a  great  tendency  to  it,  and  are  commonly  accom¬ 
panied  with  violent  fits  of  rigors  and  fhiverings,  and  with  difcharges  of  bile 
upwards  and  downwards.  If  the  feafon  be  ve^y  fickly,  fome  are  feized  with 
a  malignant  fever,  of  which  they  foon  die.  The  body  is  covered  with 
blotches  of  a  livid  colour,  and  the  corpfe  in  a  few  hours  turns  quite  black 
and  corrupted.  At  this  time  fluxes  prevail,  which  may  be  called  bilious  * 
or  putrid,  the  better  to  diftinguifh  them  from  others  which  are  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  In  all  difeafes  at  Bengal^  ^he 
lancet  is  cautioufly  to  be  ufed. 

“  But  to  quit  Bengal,  let  us  proceed  to  obferve — That  though  the  air  in 
the  Englijh  prefidentfhip  of  Bombay  is  not  fo  pure  as  at  Madrajs,  yet  it  is 
much  more  wholeforae  than  at  Bengal j  the  coafl:  of  Malabar  being  pretty 
healthy,  though  inferior  in  this  refpedt  to  the  coa,fl:  of  Coromandel, 

“  The  ifland  of  Bombay  has  of  late  been  rendered  much  more  healthy 
than  it  was  formerly,  by  a  wall  which  is  now  built  to  prevent  the  incroach- 
ment  of  the  fea,  where  is  formed  a  fait  marfh,  and  by  an  order  that  none 
of  the  natives  fliould  manure  their  cocoa-nut  trees  with  putrid  fifh. 

“  At  Surat  and  '■Telli cherry,  on  the  fame  coafl,  Europeans  generally  enjoy  a 
good  flate  of  health. 

“  Madrafs  is  efteemed  the  mofl  healthy  government  belonging  to  the 
EngUJJj :  and  indeed  the  air  of  the  whole  coafl  of  Coromandel  is  in  general 
pure  and  temperate,  in  refpedl  of  many  other  parts  of  India,  not  only 
Madrafs,  but  St,  David's,  Cuddalore,  and  Negapatnam  the  Dutch  prefident¬ 
fhip  on  this  coafl. 

“  Befides  thefe  malignant  and  remitting  fevers,  which  rage  during  the 
wet  feafon,  and  fome  time  after  it,  in  the  unhealthy  parts  of  the  Eajl  Indies, 

*  In  my  bofpital  accounts  there  is  a  diftinftion  made  between  the  bilious  and  putrid  flujd 
In  the  firll  fortinere  was  always  heat  and  fome  degree  of  inflammation  in  the  conflitution  and 
bowels,  accompanied  with  a  full  pulfe.  In  the  latter  the  patients  had  chills,  their  Ikins  were 
clammy,  and  pulie  feeble.  And  what  was  commonly  underftood  to  make  the  diftinftion,  was, 
that  in  the  bilious  fort,  the  bile  was  not  in  a  corrupted  or  putrid  flate,  in  the  other  it  was. 

Europeans, 


[  449  .] 

Eurepeans^  erpeclally  fuch  as  live  intemperately,  are  alfo  fubjedl;  to  fluxes, 
and  to  an  inflammation  or  difeafe  of  the  liver ;  which  laft  is  almoft  peculiar 
to  India,  and  particularly  to  the  Coromandel  coaft. 

“  Fluxes  are  feldom  here  accompanied  with  inflammatory  fymptoms ;  the 
difcharge  being  chiefly  of  a  putrid  or  bilious  nature,  they  are  removed  by  ad- 
miniftering  firfl;  a  vomit,  then  rhubarb,  and  laftly  ipecacuanha  in  fmall  dofes. 
After  the  bile  and  other  putrefcent  humours  have  been  thus  fufficiently 
evacuated,  opiates,  with  a  diet  of  rice,  and  fuch  food  as  is  antifeptic,  mufl: 
be  prefer! bed. 

‘‘  The  difeafe  of  the  liver  is  generally  preceded  by  a  high  fever,  a  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  breathing,  and  a  violent  pain  fixed  in  the  right  fide  upon  the  feat 
of  the  liver,  to  which  the  fick  perfon  often  applies  his  hand,  feeking  for 
relief*.  On  its  firfl:  attack  the  patient  fhould  lofe  blood,  and  the  part 
ought  to  be  bathed  with  a  warm,  relaxing  and  difeutient  fomentation  ;  or 
a  blifler  may  be  applied  to  it.  When  by  bleeding,  the  fever  is  fomewhat 
abated,  a  gentle  pu^-ge  or  clyfler  being  previoufly  adminiflered,  immediate 
recourfe  mufl:  be  had  to  mercury,  as  a  fpecific  for  this  difeafe.  A  gentle 
falivation  of  15  or  20  days  mufl:  be  raifed  by  means  of  the  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  rubbed  upon  or  near  the  affefted  part,  together  with  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
curial  pills  of  calomel  taken  occafionally.” 

To  thefe  obfervations  of  Dr.  Lind,  I  beg  leave  to  add  my  own  teftimony, 
that  I  almoft  always  found  a  falivation  to  be  a  fpecific  in  fuch  complaints. 
Now  and  then  it  happened,  that  in  the  height  of  a  ptyalifm,  the  mercury 
turned  on  the  bowels,  and  brought  on  a  fatal  bloody  flux  j  but  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  upon  the  whole  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  mercury  to  be  the  moft 
efficacious  of  all  medicines  in  fuch  cafes.  I  may  add,  that  it  is  the  only 
medicine  yet  known  which  gives  a  patient  any  chance  for  his  life,  fince 
without  his  undergoing  a  falivation,  an  abfeefs  of  the  liver  is  almoft  lure  to 
take  place,  and  which  in  the  end  proves  fatal. 

For  inftances  of  fuch  abfcelTes,  I  mufl:  refer  to  two  or  three,  which  have 
been  particularly  ftated,  and  with  great  care  and  judgment,  by  Mr.  John 
Bogtie,  now  furgeon  of  Admiral  S\v  Robert  Harlandl^  fliip  in  the  Eajl  Indies^ 
and  which  are  preferved  in  Dr.  Lindl^  elTay. 

I  cannot  finiflr  this  fubjed  without  obferving,  that  about  the  time 
Mr.  Watfon'%  fquadron  entered  Bengal  river,  a  moft  melancholy  feene  was 
exhibited  by  the  feurvy :  It  raged  with  fuch  violence,  as  to  make  great 
devaftation  among  us.  This  malady  (as  before  obferved)  was  entirely  owing 
to  the  very  long  paflfage  we  had  in  our  voyage  from  the  Coromandel  coaft  to 

•  And  he  always  complains  of  a  pain  in  one  or  bdth  of  the  Ihoulders. 
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Bengal^  and  in  the  winter  feafon.  The  Kent  it  is  true  lofl:  .but  few  of  her 
people  in  this  diforder,  but  the  other  fliips  of  the  fquadron  buried  a  great 
many ;  which  difference,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  occafioned  by  the  large 
quantity  of  orange  and  lemon  juices  that  I  had  preferved  in  a  half  hoglhead 
during  our  flay  at  Madagafcar^  and  which  I  now  ordered  to  be  daily  given 
them  in  their  common  liquor. 

At  this  time,  not  only  mofi:  of  the  fad  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy,  which 
have  been  fo  accurately  enumerated  by  Dr.  Lind^  made  their  appearance,  but 
two  others,  not  mentioned  by  him,  were  unfortunately  fuperadded  j  viz. 
the  Scrotum  in  many  patients  was  fwollen  to  an  enormous  fize,  equal  to 
that  of  a  globe  of  12  inches  diameter,  and  the  contents  of  this  fwellincr 
was  water^  as  appeared  upon  our  tapping  the  Scrotum.  The  other  un- 
ufual  effeft  was  a  convulfive  fpafm  of  the  intedines,  which  fuddenly  car¬ 
ried  off  feveral  men.  Some  who  were  thus  attacked,  recovered,  but 
others  remained  in  the  moft  exquifite  torture  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
then  expired. 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations,  and  from  others  taken  notice  of  in  the 
courfe  of  the  narrative,  thefe  four  general  inferences  are  indifputably 
clear. 

Firft,  That  fliips  bound  to  the  Eaft  Indies  fhould  be  as  little  incumbered 
with  ftores  between  decks,  as  poffible. 

Secondly,  That  dryed  ftock-fifh,  which  upon  the  account  of  hav¬ 
ing  no  fait  ufed  in  the  curing  of  them,  are  fometimes  pur  on  board 
our  fhips  of  war,  to  prevent  the  fcurvy  breaking  the  amongft  our  peo¬ 
ple,  by  their  foon  corrupting  and  growing  putrid,  are  fo  far  from  an- 
I'wering  the  good  intention,  that  on  the  contrary  they  are  produftive  of 
much  evil. 

Thirdly,  That  as  but  few,  if  any,  of  the  Kenf%  people  died  in  the 

fcurvy  during  our  winter’s  paffage  to  Bengal.,  whilft  the  other  fhips  of  the 

fquadron  buried  many  *,  fo  this  difference  can  no  other  way  be  ac¬ 
counted  for,  but  by  the  antifcorbutic  quality  of  the  orange  and  lemon 

juices.  It  therefore  follows,  that  if  government  w'ould  be  fo  far  at¬ 
tentive  to  this  fubjedl,  as  to  order  all,  fhips  bound  to  the  Eajl  Indies 
to  flop  at  Madagafcar.,  or  any  other  proper  place,  and  take  in  fome 
pipes  of  thefe  juices,  which  might  be  made  up  into  punch,  and  ferved 
to  the  feveral  crews  inftead  of  grog\  they  would  certainly  be  the  means 
of  preferving  many  lives,  and  greatly  redound  to  the  emolument  of  the 
nation 

*  This  obfervatlon  will  bold  good  in  every  other  country  that  abounds  with  thefe  fruits.  See 
Pr.  Line’s  laft  edition  of  hisTreatife  on  the  Scurvy,  p.  541,  where  my  remarks  on  this  inte- 
leUfing  fubjef^  are  mere  fully  fet  forth. 

,  L&ftly, 
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Laftly,  Since  intermittents,  and  other  putrid  diforders,  arc  found  to  be 
fo  prevalent  in  Bengal,  lliips  deltined  to  the  Eaji  Indies,  ought  therefore  to 
be  fupplied  with  a  very  large  quantity  of  the  Peruvian  hark  and  Ipecacuanha 
root',  and  (as  Dr.  Lind  has  juftly  obferved  in  rerpedl  to  the  firft  article)  the 
furgeons  of’  the  navy  fhould  on  that  account  be  excufed  from  taking  with 
them  other  drugs,  not  wanted,  or  which  may  at  a  little  expence  be  pro¬ 
cured  by  themfelves  in  the  Eaji  Indies. 

I  think  it  my  duty  alfo  to  infert  in  this  place  fuch  direftions  and  obfer- 
vations,  as  my  own  experience  and  refledion  have  furnifhed  me  with  dur¬ 
ing  my  long  fervice  in  the  navy,  with  rei'ped  to  the  moft  eligible  method 
of  managing  the  wounded  in  the  time  of  addon  ;  a  point  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance  as  equally  demands  the  attention  both  of  the  Jurgeon  and  the 
commander. 

The  firft  engagement  I  was  in,  was  that  between  the  late  excellent  and  well 
knowm  naval  commander  Commodore  Barnet  and  the  Chevalier  de  Caylus 
in  the  Mediterranean,  in  the  year  1741,  when  feveral  of  our  men  were 
wounded  by  the  fhot  of  the  enemy,  and  others  blown  up  by  fome  car¬ 
tridges  of  gunpowder  taking  fire.  At  that  time  I  too  fenfibly  experienced 
the  very  great  inconvenience  of  the  furgeon’s  attending  the  wounded  in  the 
Cockpit,  the  place  then,  and  in  the  late  war,  too  commonly  allotted  for  this 
important  bufinefs. 

At  the  very  inftant  when  I  was  amputating  the  limb  of  one  of  our 
wounded  feamen,  I  met  with  an  almoft  continual  interruption  from  the  reft 
of  his  companions,  who  were  in  the  like  diftrefsful  circumftances ;  fome 
pouring  forth  the  moft  piercing  cries  to  be  taken  care  of,  while  others 
leized  my  arm.  in  their  earneftnefs  of  being  relieved,  even  at  the  time 
that  I  was  pafling  the  needle  for  fecuring  the  divided  blood-veffels  by  a 
ligature. 

Surely,  at  the  time  when  fuch  operations  are  in  contemplation,  the  opera¬ 
tor’s  mind  as  well  as  body  ought  to  be  as  little  agitated  as  poflible;  and  the 
very  fliaking  of  the  lower  gun-deck,  owing  to  the  recoil  of  the  large 
cannon  which  are  placed  juft  over  his  head,  is  of  itfelf  fufticient  to 
incommode  a  furgeon,  and  in  a  confiderable  degree  prevent  the  fl^ilful  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duty. 

I  muft  add,  that  a  place  of  entire  fecurity  to  the  furgeon  and  his 
afliftants  in  the  time  of  an  engagement,  is  an  objecft  of  the  greateft  con- 
fequence,  how  much  foever  it  may  have  been  hitherto  overlooked  or  dif- 
regarded.  In  the  two  laft  wars  we  met  with  feveral  inftances  of  furgeons 
or  their  mates  being  wounded  in  the  Cockpit  by  cannon  balls,  which  plainly 
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evince  that  this  cannot  be  a  proper  ftation  for  men,  upon,  whofe  perfonal 
fecurity,  the  lives  of  fo  many  brave  feamen  entirely  depend.  I  would 
carneftly  recommend  it  therefore  to  the  Commanders  of  our  fnips  of  war, 
that  the  printed  inlVrudtions  of  the  navy,  relative  to  the  place  in  which  the 
furgeon  is  to  be  ftationed,  during  the  time  of  a6lion,  be  literally  darried  into 
execution  :  and  that  inftead  of  the  too  common  and  abfurd  cuftom  of  con¬ 
fining  him  to  the  Cockpit-,  a  platform  be  eredted  for  his  ufe  in  the  Hold., 
where  being  as  much  as  pollible  fecured  from  all  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
his  mind  will  be  quite  calm  and  ferene,  and  his  judgment  undifturbed 
confequently  he  will  be  more  capable  of  performing  thofe  difficult 
operations,  which  he  is  always  fure  to  meet  with  in  a  fevere  engage^ 
ment. 

This  point,  it  mud  be  owned,  is  a  very  delicate  one  in  refpeft  to 
the  furgeon,  "who,  fliould  he  make  an  application  to  his  commanding 
officer  for  this  purpofe,  might  fubjedt  himfelf  to  the  jocofe  fmiles  of  fome 
of  his  fhipmates,  and  to  the  unkind  farcafms  of  others,  who  would  be  ra¬ 
ther  apt  to  impute  his  folicitude  on  this  head  to  the  care  he  takes  of  his 
own  perfon,  than  to  any  good  confequences  he  thinks  tray  hence  arife  to  the 
public.  This  was  exadbly  my  cafe  in  the  feveral  fhips  I  ferved  on  board  of; 
and  yet  in  fpite  of  cenfure  on  one  hand,  and  ridicule  on  the  other,  I  had 
always  refolution  fufficient  to  declare  my  fentiments  openly  on  this  fubjedl ; 
and  never  once  failed  in  the  end  to  convince  the  commander,  of  the  un-- 
fpeakable  advantages  that  neceflarily  muft  attend  it. 

As  many  able,  but  modefl  pradlitioners,  however,  may,  through  the -fear 
of  being  thought  over  felicitous  about  their  own  fafety,  too  timidly  give 
up  fo  important  a  point;  I  take  the  liberty  in  their  behalf,  of  thus  pub¬ 
licly  addreffing  myfelf  to  the  commanders  of  our  navy  in  general,  befeech- 
ing  them,  that  for  the  fake  of  their  own  and  their  crew’s  lives,  and  for  the 
fake  of  their  country,  they  would  take  this  -matter  into  their  moft  ferious 
confideration,  and  in  times  of  war  order  a  proper  platform  to  be  laid  in  the 
Hold  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded,  without  waiting  for  any  applica¬ 
tion  from  the  furgeon  of  the  fliip. 

As  an  inducement  for  their  fo  doing,  1  beg  leave  to  fet  before  them  the 
example  of  the  late  Admiral  Lejiock  (who  was  univerfally  allowed  to  be  as 
good  a  fea-officer  as  any  of  the  age)  and  who  upon  the  profpedl  of  his 
Ihip’s  coming  into  adtion  in  the  year  1744  (though  at  that  time  he  was 
laid  up  with  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout)  caufed  himfelf  to  be  carried  into  the 
Neptune'%  Hold,  that  he  might  be  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  platform  being  pro¬ 
perly  conftru6i;ed,  which  he  had  before  particularly  ordered  for  that  place. 
And  this  able  and  judicious  officer  was  often  heard  to  declare,  that  in 
the  courfe  of  his  early  fervices  he  had  fully  experienced  the  ill  confequences 
of  a  contrary  mcafure,  and  therefore  always  recommended  this  for  which  I 
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am  pleading,  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  ferved  under  him,  as  a  matter  of  the 
higheil  importance. 

The  brave  Captain  Speke  (a  man  as  much  diftinguifhed  by  his  pru¬ 
dence  in  advifing,  as  by  his  aftivity  in  executing)  'did  not  fcruple  to  own 
himfelf  thoroughly  convinced  by  my  reafoning  on  this  fubjedl  i  and  though 
much  innocent  pleafantry  had  occafionally  fallen  from  him  whenever  this 
became  the  topic  of  our  converfation,  yet  afterwards,  at  the  attack  of  Chan- 
dernagore^  when  he  himfelf  was  brought  down  wounded  into  the  Hold^  and 
there  faw  the  necelTity  of  the  arrangement  I  have  been  recommending,  he 
with  great  ferioufnefs  made  the  following  declaration  to  me  :  “  No  fur- 
geon,  my  friend,  fliall  ever  again  be  put  to  the  pain  of  applying  to  me 
for  a  platform  in  the  Hold  *,  for  I  now  too  well  perceive  what  diftrefs 
and  embarralTment  muft  have  attended  both  you  and  the  wounded,  had 
you  been  obliged  to  receive  and  drefs  them  all  indiferiminately  in  the 
Cockpit,'* 

The  method  which  was  at  that  time  taken,  and  which  with  fubmiflion,  I 
think  always  fhould  be  taken,  was,  all  the  wounded  were  fent  into  the 
Cockpit^  until  that  place  could  hold  no  more ;  afterwards  a  part  of  them 
were  conveyed  into  the  Cable  Tier,  Two  of  my  mates  were  ftationed  there, 
to  examine  into  the  nature  of  their  wounds.  Such  as  were  defperately 
hurt,  and  whofe  cafes,  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  required  an  im¬ 
mediate  operation,  were  brought  by  the  affiftants  to  me  and  my  other 
mates,  who  were  waiting  for  them  on  the  platform  in  the  Hold,  Thofe 
who  were  lefs  wounded,  were  dreflfed  by  my  two  mates  in  the  Cockpit^  and 
then  placed  on  the  fail,  fpread  there  for  that  purpofe ;  or  on  a  floor  made 
of  boards,  and  covered  with  canvas,  in  the  Cable  Tier, 

I  cannot  conclude,  without  hinting  to  my  brethren  the  fu?geons  of  the 
navy,  that  had  I  in  my  earlier  years  known  the  confequences  of  a  hot  and 
bloody  engagement,  as  well  as  I  do  now,  I  never  would  have  embarked 
on  board  a  large  fhip  of  war,  without  furnifhing  myfelf  with  fix  or  more 
amputating  knives  inflead  of  two  or  three  *,  having  learnt  from  experience, 
that  the  beft  of  knives  after  an  operation  or  two  quite  lofe  their  keennefs ; 
and  unfortunately,  the  exigency  of  the  time  is  fuch,  as  will  not  admit  of 
their  being  properly  reftored  by  the  hone.  The  lame  reafon  liolds  good 
W’ith  refpedt  to  the  number  of  faws,  which  in  like  manner  ought  to  be  in- 
creafed,  for  to  difplace  the  old,  and  to  put  the  Ipare  faw  to  the  frame,  is 
equally  inconvenient  in  the  time  ot  aftion.  1  would  alfo  advife  every  fur- 
geon  to  furnifli  himfelf  with  a  greater  number  of  crooked  needles  than  have 
been  commonly  thought  fufficient ;  for  unlefs  he  has  experimentally  known 
it,  it  is  impolhble  for  him  to  conceive,  how  many  of  thefe  are  either  loft 
or  miflaid  during  the  nolle  and  confufion  of  an  engagement. 


1 


Having. 


[  454  1 

Having  given  the  bed  dire<5lions  in  my  power,  for  the  better  management 
of  the  wounded  in  a  day  of  battle,  with  a  few  hints  to  the  captains  of  our 
men  of  war;  I  could  wifli  to  afcend  to  the  Lords  Commlflaoners  of  the  Ad¬ 
miralty,  and  other  gentlemen  to  whom  the  conduft  of  our  naval  affairs 
is  committed,  and  pray  them  to  take  into  confideration  the  prefent  difcou- 
raging  fituation  of  the  furgeons  of  the  royal  navy. 

It  is  nniverfally  allowed,  that  many  of  thefe  gentlemen,  are  men  of  the 
greateft  abilities  in  their  profeffion  *,  and  the  importance  of  their  ftation,  to  a 
kingdom  whofe  very  exiftence  depends  on  the  welfare  of  its  Teamen,  ap¬ 
pears  at  fil'd  fight,  without  the  trouble  of  entering  into  a  long  chain  of  rea- 
ibning.  It  is  alfo  as  true,  that  the  fcanty  provifion  at  prefent  made 
for  the  furgeons  of  this  *  fervice,  when  they  are  out  of  commiflion,  gives 
but  little  encouragement,  either  for  retaining  thofe  who  are  now  on  the  lid, 
or  for  the  acquiring  other  able  ones,  fliould  there  be  occafion  by  the 
breaking  out  of  a  new  war ;  for  only  fifty  of  the  feniors  out  of  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  upwards  whofe  names  are  mentioned  on  the  naval  lid,  have  any 
claim  to  half  pay  *,  while  the  others  are  put  to  the  mod  wretched  fhifts  to 
earn  even  a  precarious  fubfidence.  And  what  adds  greatly  to  the  harddip 
of  their  cafe,  is,  that  a  great  majority  of  them  are  gentlemen,  who  have 
had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  been  regularly  brought  up 
in  their  profeflion  who  embarked  in  the  fervice  in  their  youth,  or  prime 
of  life,  have  done  their  duty  for  feveral  years  with  great  credit,  and  at  lad 
after  the  war  was  ended,  were  left  to  the  mercy  of  a  wide  world,  as  much, 
or  more  at  a  lofs  to  get  their  daily  bread,  than  they  were  the  fird  day  after 
their  apprenticefliip  expired. 

It  mud  be  confefled,  that  a  few  of  them  out  of  fo  large  a  number, 
by  their  own  merit  and  affiduity,  or  by  the  deaths  of  old  praflitioners 
in  the  feveral  places  where  they  fixed  themfelves  after  the  peace  was  made, 
have  at  this  time  the  happinefs  to  acquire  a  comfortable  fubfidence.  But 
can  it  be  imagined,  that  thefe  men  will  ever  engage  in  the  navy  again  (tho* 
their  inclinations  may  poffibly  lead  them  to  do  it)  unlefs  they  could  de¬ 
pend  on  a  more  certain  provifion  being  made  for  them  after  another  war 

was  ended  ?  It  cannot,  it  mud  not  be  expefled  from  them. - And 

how  much  the  public  fervice  will  fuller  in  the  want  of  fuch  experienced 
furgeons,  I  need  not  mention.  For  though,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a 
new  war,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  many  young  men  bred  up  to  this 
profeflion,  would  offer  themfelves  as  candidates  for  a  naval  employ,  yet 
being  new  to  the  fea,  and  quite  unacquainted  with  praftice,  they  cannot 
poffibly  be  put  in  competition  with  thofe  older  furgeons,  who  have  been 
long  inured  to  the  fervice,  even  on  the  fuppofition  that  their  refpedive  edu¬ 
cations  were  exactly  the  fame. 

*  Every  furgeon  of  the  army  is  intitled  to  half  pay. 

5  I  in- 
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I  intreat  the  liberty  therefore,  (after  above  30  years  fervice  as  a  fur- 
geon  in  the  navy,  and  when  no  advantage  can  poffibly  arife  from  it  to  my- 
lelf)  to  recommend  it  as  an  obje6t  worthy  of  the  attention  of  government, 
that  a  greater  number  of  Naval  furgeons  be  put  upon  the  half  pay  lift. 
An  effort  of  this  kind,  will  not  fail  of  proving  highly  honourable  to  its 
'chief  promoters*,  and  as  hereby  a  great  many  excellent  praflitioners  will 
be  fecured  in  the  fervice  of  the  public,  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that  in  the 
end  it  muft  redound  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain. 
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Indian  Trees,  Shrubs,  Plants,  and  Medicines. 


Cocoa-Nut  Tree. 

Although  mention  hath  already  been  made  of  the  Cocoa-nnt 
tree,  yet  as  its  productions  are  of  fuch  great  confequence  to  the 
natives  of  the  Eafi  Indies,  I  cannot  avoid  prefenting  it  a  fecond  time  to 
the  notice  of  the  reader.  It  has  neither  bark  nor  branch,  increafes  an¬ 
nually,  and  at  length  gets  to  a  prodigious  height.  Some  of  the  trees  arc 
of  50  years  ftanding,  and  60  feet  high,  but  none  are  ever  more  than  18 
inches  diameter.  The  root  is  compofed  of  a  great  number  of  black 
foft  fibres,  which  are  tough,  15  or  16  inches  long,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of 
a  goofe  quill.  The  body,  or  flalk,  is  fingle,  and  full  of  tough,  perpendi¬ 
cular,  and  oblique  fibres.  A  bundle  of  leaves  fhoot  out  annually  in  a  kind 
of  fpatha  from  the  top  of  the  ftalk,  and  is  concave  towards  the  centre  of 
the  plant ;  when  thefe  leaves  firft  fhoot  out  and  open  fully,  they  are  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  then  the  leaves  of  the  laft  year  are  gradually  forced  from 
them,  and  become  horizontal.  Thofe  of  the  preceding  year  fall  off,  or  are 
cut  down  by  the  *Toddy  gatherers.  The  old  leaves  are  compofed  of  a 
ftrong  and  large  middle  rib,  which  fometimes  next  to  the  body  of  the 
tree  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  thigh,  and  18  or  20  feet  in  length.  From  the 
bundle  all  around  the  tree,  leaves  of  two  feet  or  more  in  length  foon  grow, 
thefe  are  double  at  the  bafe,  affixed  to  the  rib,  and  grow  taper  to  a  point  at 
the  end ;  thefe  leaves  ftand  very  clofe  together,  and  at  the  top  of  the  tree 
form  an  almofl  perfeCt,  and  pretty  looking  circle.  The  flower  comes  out 
from  the  concave  part  of  the  leaves  on  the  top  of  the  tree ;  the  footftalk 
of  which  is  as  thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrift,  and  nearly  round  •,  this  di¬ 
vides  and  fubdivides  into  many  branches,  among  which  are  the  flowers, 
aiivl  which  in  fome  fort  refemble  the  feed-veffel  of  our  common  plantain.^ 
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When  the  flowers  fall  off,  the  fruit  which  is  called  the  cocoa-nut,  are  in 
great  numbers  affixed  to  the  fame  branches ;  they  grow  to  the  fize  of  a 
boy’s  head,  and  are  at  firft  full  of  a  fine  pleafant  limpid  water,  which  gra¬ 
dually  grows  thicker,  and  at  length  hardens  to  a  firm  nut. 

The  Indians  make  boats,  conftruft  the  frames  of  their  houfes,  and  make 
rafters,  of  the  body  of  the  tree  ♦,  and  by  fplitting  the  centre  fibre  of  the 
leaf,  and  weaving  the  pinnae  together,  they  cover  or  thatch  them  alfo,  by 
v/hich  they  cffecflually  keep  out  the  wet,  even  in  the  rainy  feafon.  They 
likewife  make  mats  and  bafkets  of  the  leaves  fplit  lengthways.  They  cut 
off  a  branch,  or  two,  of  the  flower-ftalk,  and  hang  to  the  flump  of  it  an 
earthen  pot,  in  which  they  collefb  every  day,  from  half  a  pint  to  a  quart 
of  T oddy\  this  looks  like  clear  whey,  and  when  frefh,  being  fweet  and  grate¬ 
fully  acid,  is  extremely  pleafant :  if  kept,  it  eafily  ferments,  and  then  it 
is  ufed  by  the  baker  in  fermenting  his  dough  for  bread.  Good  Arrac  is 
diftilled  from  this  fermenting  juice,  and  alfo  that  fiery,  fingle  and  fimple 
diftilled  fpirit,  called  Fooly  with  which  our  feamen  were  too  frequently  in¬ 
toxicated. 

The  nut,  when  thoroughly  ripe,  is  thin,  and  of  a  yellowiffi  colour.  The 
coat  or  hufk  of  the  fhell,  is  compofed  of  a  large  quantity  of  ftrong  fibres 
folded  from  end  to  end,  and  is  two  or  three  inches  thick.  With  thefe 
fibres,  after  foaking  them  fome  time  in  water,  they  make  cables  and 
cordage  even  for  their  largeft  fliips ;  and  yarns  alfo,  which  are  ufed  in 
the  conflru(5lion  of  their  fhips,  boars,  houfes,  &c.  thefe  they  call  Kiar-^ 
TarnSy  as  the  firft  is  called  Kiar -Cables.  To  attempt  to  enumerate  all  the 
feveral  forts  of  yarns,  would  be  endlefs ;  it  is  fufficient  to  fay,  that  nails 
are  feldom  made  ufe  of  in  any  of  the  country  people’s  buildings,  and  that 
in  their  ftead  ropes  and  yarns  are  fubftituted.  The  fhells  of  the  nut,  ferve 
for  bottles,  cups,  glaffes,  lamps,  &c.  and  at  laft  they  make  of  them  lamp¬ 
black  for  painting. 

The  contents  of  the  Ihell  in  its  firft  ftage  is  drank  as  a  pleafant,  cool¬ 
ing,  refrefhing  beverage  •,  in  its  riper  ftate,  it  is  ufed  to  fatten  hogs,  eaten  as 
a  part  of  the  natives  diet,  and  put  as  a  thickner  in  all  their  curries :  by  heat¬ 
ing  it  gently  over  the  fire  a  large  quantity  of  oil  is  alfo  extracted,  with 
which  the  natives  rub  their  hair,  and  fay  that  it  makes  it  black,  and  fome- 
times  they  make  ufe  of  it  in  their  diet.  This  oil  has  no  4ifagreeable  fmell 
or  tafte,  and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  if  procured  by  expreftion,  it  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  good. 

After  breaking  the  fhells  and  expofing  the  kernel  for  fome  time  to  the 
fun,  they  procure  a  ftill  larger  quantity  of  oil,  but  which  is  of  a  coarfer 
kind  than  the  former  j  this  they  ufe  in  lamps,  and  for  their  common  fervices. 
When  the  tree  is  cut  by  accident,  or  blown  down,  the  rudiments  of  the 
leaves  w'hich  nature  had  in  ftore  for  the  enfuing  year,  are  found  to  be  of 
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<i  conic  (hape,  and  when  cut  tranfverfely,  appear  ,like  the  folds. in  a  hard 
cabbagCj  though  not  fo  thick  •,  this  is  brought  to  the  table  in  thin  dices, 
and  taftes  like  young  almonds  or  filberds. 

V  ( 

I  ■ 

Brabb,  fo  called  at  Bombay  \  Palmira,  on  the  Coaft }  and 

Tall,  at  Bengal. 

This  grows  much  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  though,  I 
think,  in  general,  fomewhat  taller.  The  veftigia  of  the  leaves  of  former 
years  remain  longer  on  this  than  on  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  and  when  the  tree 
is  1 8  or  20  feet  high,  make  it  look  as  if  it  was  covered  with  fcales* 
The  fibres  of  the  wood  are  rigid,  as  thofe  of  the  cocoa-nut  are  tough  *, 
the  ftalks  of  the  leaves  grow  out  in  the  fame  manner,  and  arc 
all  as  thick  at  the  bafe,  but  they  are  naked  fix  feet  or  more  from 
the  bafe.  The  leaf  grows  round  its  own  end,  like  a  fan  from  its  centre, 
and  being  doubly  inferred  into  the  end  of  the  footftalk,  it  appears  open 
almoft  to  a  circle  •,  the  leaves  grow  together  thus  for  two  thirds  of  their 
length,  then  they  feparate,  and  each  duplicate  of  the  leaf  goes  gradually  to 
a  point,  which  makes  each  leaf  appear  like  the  rays  painted  round  the 
fun,  or  the  heads  of  RomiJJo  faints,  fpreading  four  feet  in  diameter :  but 
the  aggregate  of  leaves  form  a  head  on  the  tree,  in  the  fame  manner  as  on 
the  cocoa-nut.  The  flower  ftalk  appears  like  that  of  the  cocoa-nut,  but 
is  fomewhat  thicker.  The  fruit  is  as  big  as  the  fruit  of  that  tree,  but 
the  hufk  is  not  fo  fibrous,  and  lightly  divided  into  three  lobes,  in  each  of 
which  is  a  Angle  fruit,  of  an  oval  form,  as  big  as  an  hen’s  egg,  and  when 
ripe  as  fubftantial  as  a  chefnut  *,  thefe  are  eaten  by  the  poor,  and  the  na¬ 
tives  feed  hogs  with  them,  but,  before  they  are  in  a  flate  of  maturity, 
there  is,  as  I  was  told,  a  jelly-like  fubflance  round  the  kernel  which  is 
eaten  particularly  by  the  rich.  The  body  of  the  tree  is  converted  to  the 
like  ufes  as  the  cocoa-nut,  and  is  of  a  (Iron ger  contexture,  the  Palmira  rafters 
being  efteemed  fufficiently  ftrong  for  the  belt  houfes  on  the  Coromandel  coaft. 
The  flowTr-ftalk  or  flalks  are  cut  for  the  extradion  of  oddy^  in  the  fame 
manner  as  are  thofe  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree  *,  the  T oddy  of  the  Palndra^  is  held 
in  ftill  higher  eftimation,  than  that  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree^  and  from  this 
extraded  juice,  a  fugar  is  made,  which  is  flner  and  better  than  that,  made 
from  the  juice  of  the  fugar- cane. 

Date  Tree. 

This  tree  grows  much  in  the  fame  manner,  though  not  fo  high,  as  the- 
two  former,  only  that  the  vefligia  of  the  leaves  of  fome  former  years  remain 
longer  on  this,  than  on  the  other  trees,  and  almoft  always  give  to  the  tree  a 
fcaly-Iike  appearance  :  the  leaves  grow  out  of  the  head  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  do  from  the  others.  The  main  fibre  is  full  as  long  as  tlie  cocoa-nut’s, 
but  much  fmaller,  fince  it  leldom  exceeds  two  inches  in  diameter.  The 
fide  pinna:  are  not  above  four  inches  long,  they  are  infert^d  doubly  into  the 


bafe,  where  they  touch  each  other,  but  are  far  afnnder  at  their  points,  which 
are  hard :  the  duplicate  of  the  bafe  of  the  leaves  is  continued  along  the 
main  fibre,  fo  that  it  appears  fomewhatalated.  The  flower  is  like  the  former, 
but  more  ramous :  the  fruit  are  very  numerous,  their  ihape  almoft  every 
body  is  acquainted  with,  and  it  is  well  known  that  they  make  a  great  part 
of  the  diet  of  the  inhabitants  of  Arabia^  and  part  of  Perftay  but  not  to  fo 
great  a  degree  as  Pomet  has  related.  The  numerous  fruit  on  the  trees  in 
the  Peninfula  of  India  are  never  perfedly  ripe,  although  the  trees  are  in 
great  abundance  there. 

Arica  Tree. 

This  has  been  fully  defcribed  in  the  1 84th  page  of  this  work.  I  fliali  only 
add,  that  it  is  a  fine  flender  tree,  and  grows  in  much  the  fame  manner  as 
the  date,  &:c. 

Bonana  and  Plantain  Trees. 

Thefe  grow  fo  much  alike,  and  the  fruit  only  differing  in  fize,  that  it  is 
needlefs  to  make  a  diftindtion  ;  they  are  alfo  in  many  places  commonly  con¬ 
founded  one  with  the  other.  Generally  the  Bonana  fruit  is  the  fmalleft,  and 
of  a  round  form,  whereas  the  Plantain  is  angular ;  there  are  of  them  from 
three  inches  in  length,  and  one  in  diameter,  to  eight  inches  long,  and  two 
and  a  quarter  diameter,  but  the  larger  fort  are  coarfe.  In  general,  when 
ripe,  they  are  of  a  fine  yellow  colour;  yet  fome  are  green,  and  others  of 
a  bright  red,  efpecially  the  T anjotirine  Plantains^  which  are  held  in  the 
higheft  eflimation.  T\\t  Plantain  is  not  fo  tall  as  the  cocoa-nut  or 
Brabb,  and  thick  pedicles  furround  each  other  at  their  bafe,  and  continue 
that  appearance  to  the  diftance  of  fix,  eight,  and  ten  feet,  when  they  fpread, 
but  then  the  pedicle  is  ,contradted,  and  forms  the  middle  rib  of  the  leaf, 
which  leaf  is  fix  or  eight  feet  long,  and  1 8  inches  wide,  of  a  beautiful  green 
colour,  and  entire,  b^ut  eafily  to  be  fplitted  crofsways ;  the  natives  fplit 
them,  in  order  to  make  of  the  leaf,  difhes  and  plates  for  putting  their 
boiled  rice  upon.  (The  leaf  is  alfo  ufed  for  drelTing  blifters  with,  in  the 
JVeJl  Indies.)  The  flower  grows  out  from  the  centre  of  the  leaves  on  a  very 
long  (talk,  which  is  as  thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrifi,  of  a  deep  purple 
colour,  a  conic  fliape,  and  about  10  inches  in  length;  when  this  appears, 
you  fee  the  fruit  furrounding  the  ftalk  in  great  numbers  ;  1 500  of  great 
and  fmall  fruit,  have  been  feen  on  one  ftalk,  but  not  more  than  100  in  ge¬ 
neral  come  to  perfedion. 

Banian  Tree. 

Although  this  tree  hath  already  been  taken  notice  of  in  page  199,  I  Ihall 
here  prefent  to  the  reader,  a  more  particular  defeription  of  it. 
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.  This  is  the  Indian’s  facred  tree,  but  they  do  hot,  as  is  commonly  fup- 
pofed,  pay  adoration  to  it ;  the  root  fpreads  a  great  way  ;  the  bark  is  a  red- 
difh  brown ;  the  wood  is  white  and  fpungy  •,  the  tree  grows  to  a  prodigious 
height,  and  its  branches  fpread  a  great  way.  The  limbs  drop  down  fibres, 
which  take  root,  and  become  another  tree,  united  by  its  branches  to  the 
firft,  and  fo  continue  to  do  until  the  many  trees  cover  a  great  extent  of 
ground  :  the  arches  which  thofe  different  flocks  make,  are  gothic,  and  as 
before  obferved,  fomewhat  like  thofe  we  fee  in  IVeJlminJler  Abbey ;  the  flocks 
not  being  fingle,  but  appearing  as  if  compofed  of  many  flocks,  are  of  a 
great  circumference.  There  is  a  certain  folemnity  accompanying  thofe  trees ; 
nor  do  I  remember  that  I  was  ever  under  the  cover  of  any  of  them,  but 
that  my  mind  was  at  the  time  imprefied  with  a  reverential  awe  !  The  leaves 
are  of  a  bright,  fliining  green  colour,  flefhy,  oval,  and  about  fix  inches 
long.  The  fruit  is  a  fig,  but  of  what  kind  I  cannot  fay  •,  it  was  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  faw  thofe  which  grow  on  that  fpecies  of  the  Banian^  called  the 
little  Banianivt^^  (mentioned  in  the  marginal  note,  page  199,  whofe  fibres 
had  not  entered  the  ground,  and  formed  other  trees)  on  account  that  the 
Jbirds  eat  them  almofl  as  foon  as  they  appear. 

I  know  of  no  quality  this  tree  has  in  medicine,  but  have  been  told,  that 
the  dropping  flioots,  when  young  and  tender,  and  boiled  in  milk  with 
the  flower  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree,  is  a  cure  for  a  Gonorrhoea. 

Little  Banian. 

This  is  a  very  large  fpreading  tree.  I  have  feen  them  20  feet  round 
the  flock,  which  carried  the  appearance  of  being  many  flocks  clofely  united. 
The  outer  bark  is  of  a  whitifh,  the  inner  is  fpungy  and  of  a  reddifh  brown 
colour.  Shoots  drop  from  the  branches,  and  look  as  if  they  were  defigned 
to  touch  the  ground,  and  take  root,  in  order  to  form  another  body,  but  I 
never  faw  that  they  did  fo.  The  leaf  is  of  a  deep  Ihining  green  above,  but 
very  pale  below,  and  highly  ribbed  on  the  upper  fide  *,  it  emits  a  milky 
juice.  The  flowers  I  could  never  find,  but  I  imagine  they  are  the  fame 
as  thofe  of  the  common  fig.  The  fruit  is  a  fig  of  the  fize  of  a  final  I  hazel 
nut,  of  a  pale  fiefli  colour,  fpotted  with  a  deep  purple.  This  tree  grows 
all  over  India^  and  was  curforily  mentioned  in  my  note  made  at  Gom' 
hroon. 

PooN  Tree. 

This  tree  grows  very  tall  and  flrait ;  the  bark  is  greyifh  ;  the  wood  light, 
but  tolerably  flrong  ;  it  is  frequently  ufed  for  mails,  but  unlefs  great  care 
is  taken  to  keep  the  wet  from  the  ends  of  it,  it  foon  rots.  I  meafured  one 
of  thofe  trees  in  Maham  wood  on  the  ifland  of  Bombay^  Vv'hich  though 
but  14  inches  in  diameter  near  the  ground,  yet  was  full  50  feet  hig^h, 
and  gradually  taper.  On  and  near  the  top,  on  the  feveral  branches, 
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grow  the  leaves,  which  are  long  and  flender,  feven  on  each  petiole  in 
a  ftellated  form,  and  affixed  by  fhort  pedicles.  The  flowers  which  this  tree 
produces,  I  have  not  feen.  The  fruit  is  in  a  hard  pod,  opening  in  two  of 
its  convex  fldcs,  fhaped  like  a  pear,  but  only  a  little  flatted ;  it  is  five 
inches  long,  of  a  fine  crimfon  colour,  containing  two  rows  of  circular 
flatted  feeds,  as  big  as  a  boy’s  marbles,  and  of  a  crimfon  colour. 

Red  Wood  Tkee. 

This  grows  to  near  feet  in  height,  it  is  full  of  fhort  branches  arifing 
from  the  very  root.  The  bark  is  red,  and  of  an  aftringent  taffe ;  the  leaves 
are  Alining,  and  thick  like  our  bay,  oval,  and  about  three  inches  long.  The 
flower  has  efcaped  my  notice.  The  fruit  is  yellow,  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of 
a  very  fmall  olive,  pulpy,  very  fweet,  and  contains  a  milky  juice.  (^The 
ftone  is  large  for  the  fize  of  the  fruit,  and  of  a  deep  brown  colour  j  the 
kernel  white,  and  tafting  the  fmalleft  bit  of  it  naufeates  the  flomach. 

Tulip  Tree,  called  Bendar. 


The  branches  of  this  tree  may  eafily  be  cut  into  a  fine  thick,  fpreadlrig 
head,  and  it  naturally  fpreads  a  great  deal.  It  is  planted  by  the,  European 
gentlemen  in  India,  for  forming  their  fbady  walks.  The  bark  of  it  is  brown, 
the  leaves  are  pretty  large,  and  undulated,  with  a  long  flender  point  at  the 
end.  The  flowers  are  like  tulips  in  fhape,  though  the  corolla  are  not  fo 
fieffiy  as  thofe  of  the  tulip,  and  are  often  curled  on  their  upper  part :  feme 
are  of  a  yellow,  fome  of  a  red  colour  only,  but  moft  of  them  are  varie¬ 
gated.  The  fced-vefTel  is  a  round  pod,  a  little  pointed,  not  very  hard,  and 
divided  lightly  into  three  lobes,  which  contain  a  fmall  black  feed  of  a  cot¬ 
ton-like  fubftance.  ^ 

Euphorbium. 

•-T 

On  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  this  tree  grows  to  a  tolerable  fize,  and  is  to  be 
found  in  great  plenty.  The  bark  is  grey,  wood  white,  and  pretty  firm ; 
all  the  fmaller  limbs  and  branches,  which  are  very  numerous,  are  compofed 
of  triangular,  flelhy,  folid,  deep  green  fubflances,  each  about  three  inches 
long,  affixed  to  the  ends  of  each  other,  where  they  are  fmaller  than  in  the 
middle;  at  the  joints,  there  come  out  oppofite  to  each  other,  fometimes 
four  very  fmall  flefhy  leaves,  and  little  red  fibres,  which  are  all  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  flower  or  fruit  that  I  have  ever  feen.  The  joints  near  the  flock 
of  the  tree,  are  much  thicker  and  longer  than  the  others,  and  fometimes 
near  the  extremity  of  the  branches,  they  are  a  little  flatted.  The  branches 
fpread  a  great  deal,  and  the  whole  and  every  part  of  the  tree  yield  a  large 
quantity  of  a  cauflic  milky  juice,  which  foon  groves  tough  and  ropy  like  bird¬ 
lime,  clogging  up  the  wound  you  made  in  the  tree  to  let  it  our,  and  foon 
hardening  to  the  Gum-Euphcrl>ium  of  the  fheps.  I  could  not  find  that  any 


[  462  ] 

of  the  trees  yielded  the  Euphorhium  fpontaneoufly,  and  all  the  gum  juice 
that  at  any  time  was  found  about  the  ftem  of  the  tree,  might  eafily  be 
traced  as  coming  from  a  wound. 

In  all  the  other  parts  of  India  except  Ceylon^  I  never  faw  any  part  of  the 
tree  that  was  woody,  but  the  plant  from  the  very  ground  was  compofed  of 
thofe  late  mentioned  joints.  At  Bombay^  and  fome  other  places,  there  is  a 
fpecies  of  it,  which  the  natives  plant  around  their  fields  and  gardens,  and 
which  grows  three  or  four  feet  high  ;  this  is  of  a  yellowilh  colour,  and  as 
thick  as  a  large  man’s  wrift,  fquare,  but  as  it  were  a  little  twilled  on  the 
angles  grow  very  numerous  lharp  fpines,  and  round  thole  fpines  very  fmall 
leaves  and  flowers,  fuch  as  are  between  the  joints  of  the  fort  before  de- 
feribed  ;  the  juice  of  this,  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  of  the  other 
fort. 

Milky  Hedge. 

This  is  rather  a  iHrub,  which  they  plant  for  hedges  on  the  coafl:  of 
Coromandel  \  the  root  of  it  grows  in  all  direflions,  and  is  woody.  In  thefe 
hedges  the  ftems  are  not  to  a  great  degree  woody,  but  where  they  are  fo, 
then  the  bark  is  grey  and  cracked,  the  wood  white,  and  pretty  folid.  The- 
whole  Ihrub  grows  very  bulhy,  with  numerous  eredl  branches,  which  are 
compofed  of  cylindrical  joints,  as  thick  as  a  tobacco  pipe,  of  a  green 
colour,  and  from  three  to  fix  inches  long;  the  joints  are  thicker  than  the 
..other  parts,  but  upon  any  accidental  violence,  the  plant  always  breaks  firft: 
at  thofe  joints,  and  then  it  yields  an  excelTive  cauftic  milk,  which  prevents 
any  human  being, going  through  the  hedge,  for  it  blillers  whatever  part 
of  the  Ikin  it  touches,  yet  I  have  feen  buffaloes  and  goats  to  eat  of  it. 
When  the  joints  are  broken  off  at  each  end,  the  tube  then  contains  but  very 
little  of  this  milk,  with  which  I  once  ventured  to  touch  my  tongue, 
and  found  it  a  little  fweet.  At  Bombay  it  grows  to  the  fize  of  a  fmall  tree, 
and  the  wood  is  greatly  valued  there  for  burning  to  charcoal  for  the  'finefl 
gunpowder.  As  to  the  great  medicinal  virtues  which  it  is  fnppofed  to 
contain,  it  will  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  them,  to  relate 
the  flory  that  gave  rife  to  its  fame. 

There  was  in  my  time  a  poor  Portugueze  widow  woman,  who  was  the 
oldeft  female  of  her  family,  and  had  wrought  furprifing  cures  in  the 
moft  inveterate  venereal  diforders,  many  of  which  had  been  pronounced  by 
all  other  praditioners,  even  European  phyficians,  as  incurable  j  thefe  noto¬ 
rious  fa<5ls  had  induced  the  company’s  fervants,  and  particularly  their  fur- 
geons,  to  offer  a  very  confiderable  premium  to  the  woman,  for  a  difeovery 
of  her  medicine,  but  fhe  always  refufed  to  comply,  affigning  for  her 
reafon,  that  while  it  was  a  fecret,  it  was  a  certain  provifion  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  family,  as  well  in  the  prefent  as  in  future  generations.  On 
account  of  this  denial,  our  furgeons,  when  a  particular  cafe  has  been  under 
her  management,  have  been  at  the  expence  to  have  her  motions  with¬ 
out 
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out  doors  carefully  watched,  and  as  they  were  not  able  to  diTcover 
that  file  ever  gathered  of  any  other  plant  or  tree  but  this,  they  conjec¬ 
ture  that  it  is  the  juice  thereof,  with  which  fhe  performs  her  extraordinary 
cures. 

I  interrogated  feveral  of  the  black  do6tors,  who  all  agreed  that  it 
will  cure  the  Lues  Venerea^  but  differed  as  to  the  manner  of  adminiftring 
it  *,  fome  faying  that  a  joint  of  it  fliould  be  eaten  every  morning,  others 
that  the  milk  only  fhould  be  dropped  on  fugar,  and  then  put  into  milk, 
oil,  &c.  and  given  daily  to  the  patient. 

Jallap  Plant. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  of  the  fliape  and  fize  of  a  carrot,  toughs 
black  without,  and  white  within.  The  plant  is  robulf,  and  Ihrubby,  and' 
is  planted  in  the  Eaji  Indian  gardens  for  borders  to  their  partitions,  and  is 
cut  like  our  box  or  quickfet  hedges.  The  flowers  are  the  Belle  de  nuit  of 
our  gardens  ;  they  grow  in  great  numbers  on  the  plant,  and  are  of  various 
colours.  The  feed  remain  after  the  falling  off  of  the  flower,  naked.  Angle, 
and  of  the  fize,  colour,  fhape,  and  ftrudure  of  a  large  pepper  corn. 
Twice  the  quantity  given  by  us  fora  dofe  of  our  Jallap^  is  required  in 
general  of  this,  but  as  it  grows  wild  in  fome  parts  of  India^  an  equal  quan¬ 
tity  of  that  wild  fort  is  fufficient. 

Doll. 

The  root  is  perpendicular  and  woody,  throwing  off  fome  lateral  fibres. 
The  plant  grows  in  height  to  eight  feet,  and  is  Ihrubby.  The  leaves  are 
of  a  pale  green,  and  fomewhat  woolly,  but  do  not  grow  very  thick  on  the 
plant.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and  of  the  fhape  of  our  pea-bloffoms :  the 
pod  and  feed  refemble  our  pea-pods  and  peas,  and  thefe  feed  are  fplit, 
and  ufed  as  peafe,  and  next  to  rice,  are  the  principal  part  of  the  Indian  fea- 
men’s  food. 


Mongoose  Plant,  or  Cassunda. 


The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  and  throws  off  fome  fibres  *,  it  is  fmall 
and  woody.  The  plant  is  ereft,  the  lower  part  of  it  naked  and  woody  ^ 
the  upper  part  divides  into  many  branches,  in  proportion  to  the  goodnefs 
of  the  foil :  it  grows  about  two  feet  high,  and  fpreads  much,  when  in 
a  rich  foil.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and  like  the  pea-flower,  they  grow 
on  fpikes,  and  at  a  diftance  make  a  fhowy  appearance.  The  pods  are  very 
narrow,  and  about  fix  inches  long,  containing  feveral  fmall  feeds.  The 
whole  plant  yields  a  naufeous  difagreeable  fmell.  The  root,  is  what  the 
Mungoofe  (a  brown  animal  of  the  ferret  kind,  an  enemy  to  fiiakes,  rats,  and 
mice)  retires  to  when  wounded  by  the  Covra  Capella^  which  he  digs  for, 
7  and 
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*  • 
and  eats'fome  of,  and  then  returns  to  the  fight,  and  generally  kills  his 
aniagoniit.  Thefe  circumftances  I  cannot  fay  I  ever  faw,  but  received 
the  account  from  perfons  of  undoubted  credit. 

Mulberry  Trre. 

This  tree  refembles  thofe  of  the  fame  fpecies  in  England^  but  the  fruit 
is  much  fmaller  in  India^  than  in  Europe. 

CONISSIE, 

Is  a  flirub,  which  grows  like  a  currant  bufh  on  Malabar  hill,  in  Bombay. 
The  roots  run  horizontal  in  the  ground,  and,  if  broken,  emit  a  little 
milky  juice ;  the  ^bark  of  the  root  is  a  fine  bitter,  and  fomewhat  of  an 
aromatic  tafte.  A  decoftion  of  it  is  given  with  fuccefs  in  fluxes.  This  bark 
is  rougher,  and  not  of  fo  deep  a  brown  colour,  as  that  which  is  commonly 
called  at  Bombay  the  bark,  at  Tellicherry  the  Congerie-hdork^  and  by 

the  late  Mr.  Swan^  Cort  de  palla  i  which  is  a  thin,  dark  brown  bark,  with  a 
whitifli  mofs  on  it,  a  fcruple  of  which  is  given  every  evening  as  an  excellent 
medicine  in  confirmed  dyfenteric  fluxes,  as  well  as  in  agues,  and  which  is 
laid  to  be  taken  from  a  large  tree,  the  common  fupporter  of  the  pepper 
about  5r^///V/&(?rry,  as  mentioned  in  page  191  :  the  leaves  of  which  tree  are 
oval  and  indented,  and  the  fruit  are  like  an  orange  in  fliape  and  colour. 

Do<fl:or  Hill  mentions  the  Malabar  ears  as  the  fruit  of  the  tree,  from 
which  he  fuppofes  the  ConiJfie-h2.xk  to  betaken;  but  the  bark  yielding  thofe 
ears  has  little  or  no  tafte,  as  will  hereafter  appear ;  what  it  has,  is  nearcft  to 
that  of  the  liquorice  root. 

After  all,  the  indefatigable  Mr.  'Thomas  was  of  opinion,  that  the  CcniJJie^ 
which  grows  on  Malabar  hill  at  Bombay.,  is  the  very  (hrub  from  which  that 
excellent  bark,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  work,  is  taken,  and 
he  believed  that  Don  Diego  the  Portuguefe  do6lor  at  Bombay  (by  whom  we 
ufed  to  be  fupplied  with  it,  and  as  he  pretended  from  T ellicherry)  deceived 
us  in  the  accounts  he  gave  concerning  it.  Mr.  Thomases  words  are : 
“  It  grows  on  Malabar  hill,  though  Diego  endeavoured  as  much  as  pofilble 
to  hide  it  from  you  and  me,  but  I  once  faw  fome  of  the  branches  of  the 
ihrub  with  the  ufeful  bark  on  it,  by  accident  in  his  (hop,  and  afterwards 
found  the  fhrub  on  that  hill,  the  whole  of  which  affords  a  milky  juice. 
Diego  fays,  that  he  gives  the  Congerie  or  T ellicherry  bark  (he  chofe  not  to 
fay  the  Conijfie)  in  intermittents  only.,  and  that  it  anfwers  as  well  as  the 
Jefuits  bark  ;  but  from  experience  you  and  I  know  that  it  anfwers  alfo  in 
old  fluxes,  and  its  virtues  are  v/ell  known  to  every  praftitioner  in  India^  as 
well  as  to  many  in  Europe.’’* 

CODACI 
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CoDAGi  Pa;-li,  called  by  Mr,  Swan  Cort  de  Palla. 

This  is  afmall  tree,  or  very  large  Ibrub.  The  bark  is  of  a  dulky  white 
without,  and  white  with  a  greenifh  caft  within,  (it  grows  at  St.  Thomas'^ 
Mount  near  Fort  St.  George)  •,  the  leaves  prefent  themfelves  on  the  branches 
in  pairs,  and  are  at  the  diftance  of  four  Jnches  from  each  other  they 
grow  with  Abort  pedicles,  are  of  an  oblong  form,  pointed,  and  of  a  fine 
graffy  green  colour.  The  flowers  I  never  faw.  The  feed-velTels  grow  from 
a  {hallow  cup,  on  a  footflalk  of  three  inches*,  they  arc  double,  14  inches 
long,  green,  fmooth,  and  as  thick  as  a  fwan’s  quill :  when  ripe,  they  arc 
black,  and  longitudinally  furrowed,  fometimes  forming  nearly  a  circle,  fome- 
times  an  ellipfis,  at  other  times  they  are  nearly  parallel,  but  always  touching 
at  their  ends,  and  at  their  ends  only.  From  their  lliape  they  are  called  Ma¬ 
labar- ears  ^  on  account  of  the  refemblance  they  bear  to  the  ears  of  the  women 
on  the  Malabar  coafl:,  which  from  the  large  flit  made  in  them,  and  the 
great  weight  of  ornamental  rings  put  into  them,  are  rendered  very  large,  and  fo 
long  as  that  they  fometimes  touch  the  very  fhoulders.  Thcfe  vcflfels  have 
brown  feeds,  of  the  fhape  of  our  oats,  contained  in  a  fine  fibrous,  filky  fub- 
fiance  of  a  pale  colour.  I  could  not  find  that  the  bark  is  at-  all  ufed,  and 
what  Dr.  Hilh  and  the  author,  have  before  called  Codagi  Pallis,  is  the  bark 
of  a  large  timber-tree  with  indented  leaves,  on  the  Malabar  coafl,  commonly 
named  the  Congerie  bark.  The  feeds  however  are  ufed  as  carminatives, 
and  on  the  coart  of  Malabar  are  highly  valued  for  their  medicinal  virtue  in 
the  cure  of  fluxes,  for  which  end  they  chew  a  few  of  them  morning  and 
evening. 

Beetle. 

This  is  a  volubilis,  and  is  fupported  on  flicks,  like  French  beans,  and 
runs  12  feet  high  ;  the  leaf  is  flefliy,  and  of  a  pleafant  green  *,  its  ufes  have 
been  related  in  p.  184  and  elfewhere. 

Tamarind. 

This  tree  is  very  large,  and  has  been  well  deferibed  by  Dr.  HiU. 

A* 

Mussendell. 

The  root  is  fibrous,  perpendicular  and  woody.  The  ftalks  grow  double 
from  the  root,  are  woody  and  tough,  with  a  thin  brown  bark  over 
the  green:  the  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  are  foft,  of  a  bright  green,  whlfilh 
.above,  and  hoary  below :  the  flowers  grow  on  umbels  in  the  alae  of  the 
leaves  near  the  top  of  the  branches. 

Talmoolie. 

The  root  is  like  a  radifli,  but  fmaller*,  brown  on  the  outfide,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  many  fmaller  roots,  from  which  grow  the  leaves.  I  have  never 
.feen  any  flower  or  fruit  on  them 

O  o  o  Agnus 
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Agnus  Castus.' 

This  grows  to  a  fmall  tree,  it  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  UiU^  its  leaves 
are  ufed  in  difcutient  fomentations. 

Cinnamon  Tree.  ‘  a 

This  grows  only  in  Ceylon  \  it  will  incrcafe  to  a  very  large  tree,  but  when 
large,  the  bark  is  of  no  ufe  (as  it  grows  very  thick  and  fpungy)  except 
when  they  diftil  it  for  its  oil,  or  for  cordial  waters,  of  which  laft  the  Dutch 
have  great  variety,*  and  very  fine.  The  bark  of  the  branches  is  the  firft  year 
of  an  elegant  green,  and  almoft  tranfparent.  The  fecond  year  it  is  brown; 
the  third,  they  take  it  off  for  cinnamon.  That  the  root  of  an  old  tree  pro¬ 
duces  camphire,  has  already  been  noticed.  The  natives  make  an  oil  from 
the  fruit,  which  fruit  is  hard,  and  has  the  appearance  of  old  caftile  foap, 
and  when  fcraped  yields  an  agreeable  fragrancy.  The  Dutch  are  very 
careful  that  no  cinnamon  or  oil  be  carried  from  the  ifland  by  foreigners, 
and  cinnamon  fells  in  any  Dutch  lettlement  in  India  for  two  dollars  per  lb. 

Glantigura  or  Gocrow, 

•  This  is  a  handfome  plant,  grows  16  inches  high,  the  root  ftrikes  perpen¬ 
dicular  into  the  ground,  is  yellow,  and  .throws  off  fome  loofe  fibres;  the 
ftalk  is  fingle,  ered:  and  fucculent,  but  foon  divides  and  fubdivides  into 
a  number  of  branches  which  are  alfo  green  and  fucculent.  The  leaves  are 
of  a  pale  but  pleafant  green,  fomewhat  thick.  The  flowers  are  yellow,  and 
campaniform  ;  they  grow  in  the  alse  of  the  leaves,  and  at  the  divifion  of  the 
branches ;  the  fruit  is  only  a  hulk,  which  contains  one  fteliated  feed,  whofe 
points  are  very  fharp,  and  when  dry  it  falls  into  feveral  pieces,  each  having 
two  fpines  ;  the  make  of  the  hulk  is  adapted  to  the  lhape  of  the  feed. 
A  fmall  branch  of  this  plant,  when  frcfh,  dipped  two  or  three  times  into  a 
bafon  of  water,  changes  the  water  to  the  confiftence  of  the  white  of  an  egg, 
changes  milk  to  the  thicknefs  of  rich  cream,  and  gives  to  both  a  very 
agreeable  fmell  and  talle.  Half  a  pint  of  this  cream  drank  every  morn¬ 
ing,  in  the  courfe  of  10  days,  as  I,  and  Mr.  I'homas  too,  experienced  in 
our  pracftice,  often  cured  a  Gonorrhoea  without  the  aid  of  any  other  medi¬ 
cine  ;  the  firft  account  we  received  of  the  virtues  of  this  plant  was,  from 
Dr.  Diego^  whofe  name  has  already  occurred. 

Mr.  I^homas^  in  a  letter  he  favoured  me  with  foon  after  his  arrival 
in  England  from  India^  wrote  thus ;  “  The  mucilage  plant,  you  well  remerrr- 
her  we  fuccefsfully  tryed  in  Gonorrhoeas^  dipped  in  milk  agreeable  to  Diego\ 
directions,  as  well  as  with  fome  advantage  for  diforders  in  the  brealf.  -  I 
muft  now  inform  you,  that  the  Indians  ule  it  to  purify  their  foul  water. 
On  the  coaft  of  Coromandel^,  it  grows  in  great  abundance,  they 

call  it  Glantigugla  or  Grantigugra.  At  Bombay  Dr.  Diego  called  the  'leeds 
RoufettCi  ^iid  laid  he  gave  a  decoCtion  of  them  to  promote  fpitting  in  a  fali- 

5  vation. 
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vation.  The  Perfees  and  Portuguefe  women  cultivate  it  in  their  gardens, 
call  it  Gogriic^  or  Gocruc^  and  give  it  infufed  in  wine  to  their  hulbands,  “  SC'o 
make  hack  jirong  •,’*  and  as  1  thought  this  intention  conveyed  an  idea  of  its 
pofiefTing  a  -IVyptic  quality,  I  grew  fearful  of  adminiftering  it  in  venereal 
diforders,  but  an  incident  loon  happened  to  diflipate  my  fears,  and  to  reftorc 
to  my  mind  its  former  favourable  impreffions.  A  friend  of  yours  and  mine, 
under  my  care,  who  had  been  vexed  with  an  obdinate  indurated  venereal 
B}cko,  from  which  only  a  green  fetid  difcharge  could  be  procured,  hearing 
oFthe  virtues  of  this  plant,  and  being  ftruck  with  the  fimplicity  of  the  pro- 
mifed  cure,  refolved,  contrary  to  my  advice,  to  make  ufe  of  the  mucilage 
plan|  in  milk,  and  truth  obliges  me  to  fay,  that  he  had  not  taken  it  more 
th^n  three  days  before  the  Bubo  fubfided,  the  matter  became  pure,  and  foon 
afterwards  he  was  perfectly  cured  by  this  medicine  only.’* 

j  I  :  ; 

B  U  R  N  O,  ^ 

Is  a  large  tree.  The  leaves  grow  in  bunches  on  the  top  of  the  branches, 
three  together,  on  a  pedicle  of  6  inches  •,  they  are  foft  to  the  touch,  of  a 
bright  green,  and  which  the  natives  give  as  a  cooler  in  fevers. 

WOGLAT  CONGWILL. 

This  grows  to  a  fmall  tree ;  it  is  a  kind  of  mallows.  i.  . 

Naloe  Usitica, 

Is  a  very  fmall  plant,  does  not  growereclj  the  natives  make  ufe  .of  it 
as  an  aftringent  in  fluxes. 


Jackaile. 

This  grows  to  10  inches  in  height,  and  three  or  four  flalks  come^ 
from  one  rootj  they  give  the  whole  plant  as  a  febrifuge.  ^  / 

Sambramac. 

. 

They  give  a  draught  of  a  decodtion  of  this  plant  over  night  for  a 
tathartic. 

Palhair. 


This  has  many  Iharp  fpinous  feeds,  and  is  givtn  in  a  Gonorrhesa,  r 

Chatrass. 


Dip  this  plant  in  boiling  water  and  then  rub  it  on  the  tongue,  after^ 
wards  wafli  the  mouth  with  the  impregnated  watery  and  it  will  cure  ex¬ 
coriations  from  lime,  pepper,  ' 


4 


Dou; 
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Is  a  volubilis  with  blue  flowers,  and  five  feeds  in  a  bunch  that  are  like 
the  fpice  cloves.  A  decodion  made  of  the  plant,  it  is  faid,  will  cure  a 
Gonorrhea. 

JUMMIE. 

A  decoftion  of  this  plant  is  given  to  cure  agues,  and  fevers  that  are 
attended  with  fhiverings.  '  • 

Havisac. 

This  is  a  laxative,  given  in  decodtions  to  remove  the  effedts  of  a  debaucli, 

Chaddock. 

This  is  a  tree  which  grows  like  the  lemon-tree,  the  fruit  is  alfo  of  that 
kind,  grows  as  large  as  a  man’s  head,  and  is  round  ;  it  is  a  fine  pleafant 
fruit,  is  eaten  at  our  tables,  and  reckoned  as  wholefome  a  fruit  as  any  in 
India:  there  are  plenty  of  them  at  Ceylon  and  other  places,  and  they  com-, 
monly  are  called  pumple  or  pimple-nofes. 

COLOCYNTH. 

This  is  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Hill,  I  have  feen  them  at  Fort  St.  David 
fpread  full  twenty  yards  in  diameter;  they  lie  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  gene¬ 
rally  fill  the  whole  fpace  of  ground  they  run  over,  forming  an  almofl:  perfedt 
circle.  The  Cathartic  quality  of  this  plant  is  too  well  known  to  need  a 
defcription. 

B  o  N  N  E  E. 

This  is  a  robuft  fhrubby  plant,  grows  to  two  feet  in  height,  and  ramous. 
The  root  goes  perpendicularly  into  the  ground,  and  is  as  thick  as  a  fwan’s 
quill,  but  divides  below.  The  leaves  on  the  branches  are  pretty  numerous. 
The  flowers  are  of  a  fine  purple  like  our  pea-flower.  The  root  powdered 
and  mixed  with  pepper,  is  given  by  way  of  fnuff  to  clear  the  head  when 
ftuffed. 

God’s  Pipull. 

This  is  a  flirub  which  grows  four  feet  high  ;  its  root,  which  is  an  incli 
in  diameter,  is  of  the  tap  kind,  of  a  reddifh  brown  on  the  outfide,  and  white 
within.  The  leaf  is  of  a  bright  green.  The  root  bruifed,  and  applied  as  a 
cataplafm,  the  natives  fay,  will  cure  pained  limbs. 

Maccumseem. 

The  root,  which  grows  like  the  liquorice,  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger, 
fibrous,  in  colour  fomewhat  grey,  but  tinged  yellow.  The  flaik  is  jouud 
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and  green.  It  grows  to  a  confidcrable  height,  but  the  ftalk  is  fo  flendcr 
that  it  is  not  able  to  fupport  itlelf.  The  leaves  grow  three  together  on  mO' 
derately  long  pedicles  •,  they  are  of  a  deep  green  colour  above,  but  paler 
below.  The  flowers  I  have  not  feen.  The  fruit  is  a  pod,  of  the  fhape  of 
that  of  the  pea,  about  five  inches  long,  and  two  wide.  The  feeds  are 
enclofed  in  a  double  membrane,  are  of  an  oval  fhape,  a  little  flatted,  and 
half  an  inch  long,.  The  juice  of  the  root  is  given  in  a  dropfy. 

Racalcurry. 

This  has  a  tap  root,  which  neverthelefs  throws  off  many  fibres  that  are 
nearly  as  large  as  itfelf,  but  not  much  bigger  than  pack-thread.  The 
ftalk  grows  i8  inches  high,  but  is  procumbent-,  it  has  five  deep  furrows 
runn'ih.g  along  all  its  length  ;  tlie  flalk,  which  is  of  a  green  colour,  throws 
out  many  branches.  Leaves  of  different  fhapes,  grow  from  the  branches 
yon  pedicles  of  four  inches.  At  every  joint  of  the  main  flalk  are  two  fmall 
cordated  leaves  furrounding  it  by  their  bafe,  and,  as  the  joints  are  near  each 
other,  thefe  appear  like  fquammem.  The  flower  is  a  fmall  bilabeated  corolla; 

I  could  find  no  flamina  :  the  ftyle  is  pyramidal,' with  many  fine  fibres  on  the 
top  of  it.  The  fruit  is  a  pod  about  three  inches  long,  as  thick  as  a  crow’s 
quill,  and  ftrait,  containing  about  ten  black  feeds ;  three  of  thefe  pods  grow 
from  the  top  of  every  branch.  The  juice  of  this  plant  given  with  honeyj 
is  efteemed  to  be  a  great  cooler. 

Harrijose. 

The  root  is  fibrous ;  the  plant  is  compofed  of  a  number  of  fquare  hollow  ^ 
joints  four  inches  long  and  4  inch  wide,  of  a  deep  green  colour  it  0 

feeks  fupport  from  bufhes  and  trees,  and  grows,  pretty  long,  and  is  much 
divided.  When  near  the  ground  it  throws  out  roots  at  its  joints,  and  emits 
a  milky  juice.  At  every  joint  is  one  leaf,  (on  fhort,  fucculent,  and  bright 
green  petioles)  and  a  flower.  The  flowers  are  red,  and  umbelliferour,  but 
1  have  not  feen  them  perfect.  The  whole  plant  is  ufed  as  a  vepeiienc  and.  ^ 
diffolvent. 

Acknok. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  and  is  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  crow-quill. 
The  plant  is  a  creeper,  which  throws  out  roots  at  its  joints,  and  runs  up 
trees,  ^c.  to  the  height  of  12  or  14  feet.  I'he  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green, 
grow  regularly  at  four  inches  diftance  from  one  anocher.  The  juice  of  the 
plant  is  given  with  pepper'for  the  cure  of  an  anafarcous  fwelling;  one  table 
fpoonfui  and  half  is  cfleemed  to  be  a  fulficient  quantity  for  a  purging 
ciofe. 

Lajutee. 

This  is  a  pretty  little  plant  with  a  perpendicular  root  as  thick  as  a  fmall 
pack-thread,  but  which  divides.  The  flalk  is  naked  for  about  tsvo  inches^, 
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t^eddifh  at  bottom,  but  woolly  above,  where  it  forms  a  kind  of  head,  •’nd 
throws  out  above  twenty  ere<5l  fibres  four  inches  long,  round,  red,  and 
woolly  :  on  two  thirds  of  the  outer  ones  are  the  leaves,  of  a  fine  green  colour. 
On  the  top  of  the  remaining  third  part  of  the  fibres  are  the  flowers,  five 
on  each,  the  calyx  is  green,  corolla  yellow.  The  root  is  powdered  and 
applied  to  wounds. 

Kaoon. 

The  root  is  tuberous  and  like  ginger:  the  ftalk  grows  upwards  five  feet, 
and  is  4  iuch  in  diameter,  of  a  brownifh  green  colour,  jointed  regu-* 

larly  at  the  diftance  of  three  inches.  The  leaves  grow  near  the^top  alter¬ 
nately,  difiant  from  each  other  three  inches ;  they  are  foft,.  and  furround 
the  ftalk  at  their  bafe.  The  flower  is  compofed  of  a  few  green-coloured 
fquammae  on  the  top  of  the  ftalk.  The  fruit  is  a  triangular  pod,  which 
contains  numerous  black  angular  feeds. 

Dunqueen. 

The  root  is  as  big  as  a  goofe-quill,  goes  down  perpendicularly,  fend¬ 
ing  off  lateral  fhoots.  The  ftalk  is  round,  green,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of 
the  root,  but  foon  divides  into  five  or  fix  branches.  The  leaves  grow  at 
the  joints,  at  the  diftance  of  five  inches  from  each  other,  upon  a  petiole 
of  three  inches ;  they  are  hairy  and  of  a  deep  green  colour  *,  in  the  alas  of 
thefe  grow  the  flowers.  The  juice  of  it  allays  thirft  in  fevers.  p? 

SoONRAGE. 

The  root  is  a  bundle  of  thick  fhort  perpendicular  fibres.  The  ftalk  is  as 
thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  grows  ere(ft,  and  to  the  height  of  two  feet,  but 
naked  4  of  its  length,  jointed  regularly  at  the  diftance  of  one  inch.  .On 
the  upper  third  joints,  the  pale  green  leaves  alternately  grow,  and  furround 
the  ftalk.  The  flowers  grow  in  fquamous  heads  on  the  top  of  every 
ftalk.  The  juice  is  given  in  fevers ;  and  the  leaf  and  root  when  pounded 
is  applied  as  a  repellent  to  fwellings  in  the  groin. 

Conic  Champow. 

This  grows  to  a  tolerable  large  tree,  and  fpreads  very  much ;  Its  leaves 
will  difcover  it  from  every  other  tree;  they  are  of  a  pale  but  fhining  green,  and 
fiji  of  them  grow  round  the  end  of  every  branch  in  a  radiated  manner. 
When  the  leaves  fall  off,  the  part  they  broke  from  becomes  a  feparate  branch, 
at  the  end  of  which,  fix  other  fuch  leaves  (hoot  out.  In  the  center  of  thole 
radii,  another  branch  is  produced  with  fix  more  leaves,  and  were  it  not 
for  accidents  the  tree  would  grow  regularly  tall.  The  flowers  I  have  never 
feen.  The  fruit  confifts  of  many  long  ftenderpods,  which  are  but  very  little 

thicker 


thicker  than  packthread,  in  length  fix  inches;  thefe  are  round,  and  contain 
oblong  feeds,  but  opportunity  did  not  offer  for  my  feeing  them  when  ripe. 
There  are  various  forts  of  this  fpecies  of  trees. 

Kol  Meg,  in  Betigah,  Great,  in  Bombay i 

The  root  is  fibrous  and  contorted.  The  plant  grows  15  inches  high. 
The  leaves  feel  very  foft.  It  is  exceffively  bitter,  and  given  as  a  ftomachic 
and  vermifuge. 

Esurmool. 

The  root  is  long,  and  about  ~  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  without  leffening 
its  fize  runs  like  liquorice  a  good  way  into  the  ground,  being  brown  on  the 
outfide,  and  yellow  within :  as  the  root  is  fome'what  contorted,  plants  arife 
from  different  parts  of  it,  and  thefe  grow  fo  as  to  be  18  inches  high,  but 
as  they  are  flender  they  require  to  be  fupported.  The  leaves  are  of  a  light 
green,  flefhy,  and  grow  but  thinly  on  the  plant.  The  root  is  powdered 
and  ufed  in  foul  ulcers ;  but  its  moft  excellent  quality  is,  that  if  a  piece  of 
it  is  held  in  the  hand,  it  will  drive  the  covra  capella  fnakes  away  from  you 
in  great  hafte,  as  they  will  not  corne  near  the  place  where  the  root  is.  : 

Durka  Jomp.  ^ 

The  root  is  black,  fmall,  contorted  and  tuberous,  thickly  fet  with  nume¬ 
rous  black  rigid  fibres.  From  each  branch  of  the  root  grow  fingle,  hard,, 
fquare,  black  fhining  ftalks,  naked  about  a  foot  from  the  ground,  then  at 
every  three  inches  diftance  grow,  in  pairs,  the  leaves ;  it  rifes  to  two  feet. 
The  feeds,  I  think,  are  round  the  margin  of  the  leaf. 

Durka  Jomt,  2d. 

The  root  confifls  of  a  number  of  very  fine,  fmall,  black,  fibres ;  from 
thefe  grow  feveral  fine  black  fhining  ffalks,  10  or  12  inches  high,  as  thick 
as  a  pack-thread  at  bottom,  but  gradually  leffening  upwards. 

Calka  Jomp. 

The  root  is  compofed  of  a  number  of  fmall  black  rigid  fibres  from  a 
kind  of  head,  from  which  alfo  grows  the  ftalk;  this  (talk  is  perfeclly  round, 
woody  and  flrait,  and  grows  to  14  inches  in  height;  on  the  top,  it  is  divided 
into  two  branches,  and  thofe  again  into  two  others,  on  the  top  of  which 
branches  are  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pleafant  green  colour.  The  three 
laft  plants  are  reckoned  to  be  great  pedorais. 

SlIAWLPON. 

This  grows  from  the  ground  three  feet,  but  not  quite  ere<5L.  The  root 
is  fmall  and  fibrous  yet  perpendicular.  The  leaves  grow  alternately  and  are 
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of  a  pale  green,  The  flower  I  have  not  feen.  The  partj  where  the  fruit 
are  produced  are  above  the  leaves.  This,  and  half  a  dozen  more  cooling 
plants  are  made  into  a  decodion,  and  given  in  India  as  their  greateft  febri- 
fuge. 

SUTTA  MuLLIE. 

The  roots  are  very  numeroiw ;  they  hang  from  the  bafe  of  the  plant  by 
thin  fibres,  which  gradually'en large  to  the  fize  of  a  man’s  finger,  then  taper 
gradually  to  a  point,  they  are  about  eight  inches  long,  white  and  fucculent, 
eafily  dividing  lengthways.  There  is  alfo  amongft  them,  here  and  there, 
a  fmall  fibre  which  runs  off  to  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  from  this 
grow  frefla  bundles  of  roots  which  fend  up  plants.  The  ftalks  are  of  the 
fize  of  a  fwan’s  quill,  woody  and  fpinous,  and  fome  of  them  grow  i2  feet 
high,  then  come  branches  which  are  very  like  the  afparagus,  but  fpinous,  and 
are  an  inch  afunder.  Indeed  the  firfl:  flioots  from  the  ground,  which  are  alfo 
fpinous,  bear  likewife  fome  refemblance  to  the  afparagus.  The  quantity 
of  roots  which  was  brought  to  me,  and  was  the  produce  of  one  original 
plant,  would  more  than  fill  a  peck  meafure.  The  juice  of  the  root 
is  given  in  Gonorrhoeas, 

Nawpetkee. 

'  This  is  a  beautiful  little  creeper,  and  fpreads  a  good  deal.  The  flower  and 
fruit  anfwer  the  charadler  of  Dr.  Hills  Cordiofpermum^  only  that  the  feed 
is  a  beautiful  blue. 

Bale  Tree. 

This  grows  to  a  large  tree  and  is  fpinous :  under  each  fpine  grow  the 
leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green.  It  bears  fruit,  fome  of  which  are  as  big 
as  a  boy’s  head  ^  when  ripe  they  are  of  a  greenifli  yellow  ;  the  flein  is  very 
thin,  and  fmells  like  a  citron,  under  which  is  a  hard  woody  fliell  of  an 
inch  thick,  full  of  a  fine  pulp,  of  an  high  flavour,  and  which  is  elteemed  to 
be  very  nutritive ;  in  this  are  very  bitter  feeds  covered  with  a  fine  balfamic 
fubftance,  of  the  colour  and  confiftence  of  Venice  turpentine.  The  whole 
when  dry  is  red  and  granulated,  and  given  on  the  coaft  in  the 

jafl;  ftage  of  a  fever,  and  is  called  Billapatree, 

r 

.  « 

Doomar. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  or  rather  fhrub,  growing  in  hedges,  or  out  of  walls ; 
the  bark  is  grey  and  rough.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green  i  the  upper-part 
of  the  leaf  is  paler  than  the  under  part,  the  latter  is  very  harfli  and  rough. 
The  fruit  is  a  yellow  fig  of  the  fize  of  our  fig  in  Europe.  It  grows  all 
over  India.,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar  they  ufe  the  leaf,  to  polifn  their 
Bkek-woed, 
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Scarlet  Fig. 

This  Is  a  very  fpreadlng  tree,  the  branches  generally  growing  in  a  cir¬ 
cular  manner  as  if  cut  by  art,  the  under  part  of  the  limbs  making  almoft 
a  plane  at  the  diftance  of  lo  or  12  feet  from  the  ground,  affording  fine 
fhelter  for  the  cattle  *,  the  upper  part  is  convex,  and  of  a  confiderable  height. 
The  femidiameter  of  one  near  Calcutta  in  Bengal  is  full  20  yards.  The  bark 
'Is  brown,  the  fkin  next  it,  and  alfo  the  wood,  is  of  a  bright  reddifh  brown. 
All  the  iigs  from  their  limbs  dropflioots  which  take  root.  The  leaf  is  of  a 
line  deep  fhining  green  above,  but  fomewhat  paler  below.  It  flowers  as  the 
other  figs  do  *,  the  fruit  is  a  fine  fcarlet  fig,  whofe  diameter  is  an  inch. 

CoDDAM. 

This  is  a  large  timber-tree  which  grows  to  40  feet  in  height ;  the  root 
fpreads  much.  The  bark  is  grey,  and  much  cracked ;  the  wood  is  of  a  pale 
yellow,  and  clofe  grained.  The  leaves  are  of  a  fine  green  colour  and  elegantly 
ribbed,  they  grow  in  pairs.  The  flower  grows  at  the  end  of  the  branches, 
it  is  round  and  of  the  fize  of  a  tennis-ball,  and  almofl:  as  hard,  exceptino- 
the  ftyle,  which  is  much  longer  than  the  cup,  and  being  perfedlly  white^  • 
(landing  out  of  it,  makes  it  look  as  if  it  was  larded  :  the  furface  of 
the  ball  is  made  up  of  fine  yellow  monopetalous  cups,  4  of  an  inch  lono-, 
divided  into  five  parts  for  a  third  of  their  length  •,  and  their  five  (lamina  are 
Ihorter  than  the  cups.  Stigma  are  oval  *,  thefe  are  fo  very  clofe  together  as 
to  make  it  of  the  hardnefs  above-mentioned  •,  within  this,  of  the  fame  leno-th, 
is  another  feries  of  white  flowers  :  the  refl;  is  a  fibrous  white  (luff,  without 
any  appearance  of  feed  ;  the  flower  is  fixed  to  a  long  and  (lender  peduncle. 
This  tree  is  planted  for  ornament  and  (hade,  on  the  fides  of  the  walks  at 
Bengal. 

SiNGo,  on  the  Malabar  coafl^  Morunga,  on  the  Coramandd. 

This  tree  grows  up  to  20  feet,  and  fpreads  a  great  deal.  The  bark  is 
nearly  white,  the  fkin  that  is  next  to  it,  reddifli  •,  the  wood  is  whitifh  and 
fpungy.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green,  very  tender,  and  pinnated  farther 
than  Dr.  Hill  deferibes  .them  to  be,  but  I  think  what  he  calls  the  ramofc 
leaf  of  the  Ben^  comes  neareft  to  a  true  defeription.  The  flowers  are  white, 
and  grow  on  large  fpikes  almofl  covering  the  tree,  yielding  a  beautiful 
appearance.  The  fruit  is  a  long  triangular  pod,  which  contains  in  its 
cavities  hard,  angular,  alated  nuts,  and  which  I  apprehend  to  be  the  Ben  nuts. 
The  root  of  this  tree  is  ufed  as  horfe-radifh,  and  taftes  very  much  like  it. 
The  leaves  mixed  with  a  little  fait,  and,  taken  after  a  forfeit,  vomit  fmartly. 
The  fruit  when  green  the  Indians  eat  in  their  curries,  and  fo  they  do  the 
flowers.  The  tree  affords  a  reddifh  gum,  in  (hape  and  quality  like  gum  Tra¬ 
gic  anth.  ^ery^  if  the  wood  be  not  the  Lignum  Neyhriticum  ?  It  grows 
all  over  India. 

Jack 
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Jack. 

Is  a  large  rpreadmg  tree  *,  tlie  bark  is  brown  and  rough,  the  wood  of  a  fine 
bright  yellow,  and  takes  a  good  polifh,  the  leaves  are  of  a  deep  Ihining  green. 
The  flowers  grow  out  of  the  flock  and  large  branches  on  fhort  foot-ftalks  5 
they  are  white,  very  flefliy,  and  jfhaped  like  a  tulip.  The  fruit  is  large, 
rough,  and  of  an  oblong  figure,  containing  three  feries  of  feeds,  which  are 
about  the  fize  of  a  bergamote  pear  •,  within  thefe,  is  a  large  kernel  V^hich 
fills  the  Jack  to  within  a  third  of  an  inch  of  its  diameter  j  the  coat  of  this 
is  what  is  eaten,  and  which  is  extremely  fweet  and  lufcious ;  it  feels  in  the 
mouth  like  preferved  citron,  though  fomewhat  tougher  and  harder.  Some 
of  thefe  capfules  weigh  more  than  20  pounds.  The  tree  grows  in  every 
country  in  India,  but  the  Dutch  are  more  fond  of  the  fruit  than  any  other 
of  the  Europeans. 

on  Chulta. 

Art  elegant  flower  tree.  If  grows  near  Surman'^  bridge  in  Bengal,  and  has 
been  fully  defcribed  in  p.  184. 

White  Champowe. 

This  is  a  fmall  tree,  but  it  fpreads  much  •,  the  flowers  appear  firft  round 
the  ends  of  the  branches,  and  are  of  the  fliape  andfmell  of  a  jonquil,  but  of 
a  white  colour  j  after  the  flower,  the  leaves  come  out  in  the  fame  manner 
round  the  ends  of  the  branches,  but  no  where  elfe,  fo  that  on  the  outfide, 
the  tree  looks  well  covered,  but  if  you  look  from  under,  it  is  a  (hell : 
when  the  leaves  are  off  it  appears  like  a  tree  divefled  of  all  its  fmall  branches, 
there  being  none  that  are  lefs  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  nor  are  there  many 
of  thefe.  TThe  wood  is  fpungy  *,  the  bark  fmooth  and  brown,  it  fmells  very 
fweet.  This  tree  grows  all  over  India. 

Yellow  Champowe. 

Til  is  is  the  Michilia  of  Do<51:or  Hill,  and  by  him  has’ been  well  defcribed,. 
This  is  the  finefl:  fort  of  all,  and  its  flowers  perfume  the  woods., .  ,  . 

Mango,  vide  p.  1 84. 

Dolcorunda  or  Chetha. 

:  d  ■ 

Thh  grows  to  iz-  and  fometimes  to  20  feet  in  height,  and  is  in  its  growth^ 
and  the  colour  of  its  bark  fomewhat  like  our  hazel;  the  leaves  are  of  a 
dirty  green  above,  and  of  a  whitifh  colour  below,  highly  ribbed,  and  to  t^e 
touch  are  rough  and  harfla.  I  have  never  leen  the  flower,  but  the  fruit  is 
a  long  flat  pod  containing  fome  feeds.  In  dry  weather,  the  leaves  doublf, 
when  they  appear  oval  with  ^ne  fide  ftrait.  The  natives  fmoke  the  Tleaves 
'over  a  lamp,  and  apply  them  to  the  eyes  in  order  to  remove  a  dulnefs  of  the 
fight  occafioned  by  a  fever,  &c.  They  alio  rowl  their  Charoots  in  them  (or 
.Segars  as  they  arc  called  in  the  PFeJl  Indies]. 

Bedam. 


[  ■  475  ] 

-  ,  J  Be  DAM". 

’■/This  grows^  in  fome  places  very  tall  even  to  50  or  60  feet,  and  where  it 
does  not  Ihool  high  it  fpreads  much.  The  branches  are  horizontal,,  and  the 
ieaves  grow  round  their  ends,  and  are  of  a  bright  green  colour.  The 
floWers  are  (laminous,  growing  round  the  end  of  the  branches  among  the 
le^vesl' .  The  fruit  are  like  almonds,  and  alfo  are  contained  in  Bulks,  the 
ihfide  of  which  are  red,  and  of  an  acid  tafte.  The  kernel  talles  like  a 
y^ting  ahnond,  and  is  compofed  of  fine  clofely-compadled  fcales. 

Custard  Apple. 

This  grows  as  large  as  our  apple  tree,  .v  The  bark  is  brown  and 
fmooth.  The  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green  colour,  deeply , furrowed,  and- 
highly  ridged ;  they  grow  alternately  on  the  branches.  The  flowers  are 
monopetalous  and  cup-like,  having  many  ftamina.,.  The  f^^itds  like  the 
cone  of  a  pine,  of  a  foft  green  colour,  but  white  inlide,. /having  many 
oblong  feeds  intermixed  with  its  pulp,  th«  latter  tailing  very”  much  like  a 
rich  cullard.  There  is  another  fort  of  this  kind  of  fruit  which  is  fomcwhac 
Tweeter  !than  this,  but  grows  altogether  in  the  like  manner. 

Atlas. 

This  is  a  very  large  and  ftrong  tree,  with  leaves  confidcraBly  large, 
which  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green  colour.  The  flowers  grow  on  fpikes  greatly 
ramified,  and  look  well  on  the  tree ;  on  each  fubdivifion  of  the  fpike  is  a 
flower,  whofe  calyx  is  Ample  and  green ;  the  corolla  is  a  white  monopeta¬ 
lous  cup  with  four  fmall  hooked  filaments.  The  fruit  is  a  hard  green  ball,^ 
as  large  as  a  cricket  ball,  inclofing  two  hard  feeds  of  the  lhape  and  fizc 
of  nutmegs^ 

F  I  G. 

This  is  a  large  tree,  and  drops  fibrous  (Boots  from  its  branches  like  the 
other  fig  or  Banian  trees.  The  bark  is  brown.  The  leaves  are  of  a  bright 
(hining  green.  The  fruit  is  round,  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  a  pale 
flelh  colour. 

Trepalta  or  Morroock. 

It  grows  to  be  about  16  feet  high,  the  bark  is  whitilh,  armed  with  ftrong 
ipinfes.  The  wood  is  foft,  fpungy,  very  light,  and  fit  for  being  made  into 
fcabbards  for  fword  blades.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green,  and  fome  of 
them  have  long  pedicles  hanging  to  their  points  like  thofe  on,  the  little 
Banian  tree.  The  flower  (which  commonly  by  us  is  called  (hoe-flower, 
becaufe  ufed  to  black  our  fhoes,)  is  very  large,  of  a  deep  but  beautiful 
crimfon  colour:  Corolla,  of  the  fhape  of  a  pea-blofiTom,  containing  nume- 
rous'ftamina,  which  are  alfo  of  a  crimfon  colour.  The  Truit'is  a  pod, 
about  7  inches  long,  near  one  in  diaih^ter,  and  which  ^ohtain^  five  bf 
red  feeds  of  the  fhape  of  a  kidney-bean.  *  '  ■  "  * 

'  P  p  p  2  Omra 
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This  grows  to  a  large  tree,  the  bark  is  brown,  and  yields  a  gum 
which  fmells  ftrongly  of  garlic.  Before  the  tree  vegetates,  the  limbs  look  . 
remarkably  blunt;  round  their  ends  fibres  of  lo  inches  long  Ihoot  out  in 
all  diredlions,  thefe  have  knobs  upon  them  in  which  the  young  fruit  are. 
enclofed,  and  foon  after  thefe  appear,  the  leaves  ftart  out  amidll:  the  (hoots, 
and  are  pinnated  ;  on  each  pinna,  which  is  in  length  14  inches,  there  are 
four  pair  of  leaves  and  an  odd  leaf.  The  fruit,  when  ripe,  is  of  the  fhape 
and  (ize  of  our  mufcle-plumb,  but  not  eatable. 

Aaron  2.\.  Bombay^  Berinda  d.i  Bengaly  and  Armedilla  at  ikfj- 
drajsy  by  fome  Europeans  called  Gran  A  Regia. 

This  grows  to  be  12  or  14  feet  high,  and  fome  get  to  the  (ize  of 
a  middling  tree ;  in  the  latter  fort  the  bark  is  brown  and  fmooth,  but  the 
wood  is  tender ;  the  (talk  is  of  a  green  colour,  grows  eredt,  but  alfo  tender. 
The  leaves  are  fmall,  of  a  bright  green,  growing  on  a  fingle  petiole  longer 
or  (horter  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  leaf.  The  flowers  grow  in  pyra- , 
midal  fpikes  on  the  top  and  large  branches  of  the  plant,  and  after  they 
drop  off  the  fruit  remains,  which  are  prickly  green  capfules  divided  into 
three  lobes,  each  of  which  contains  an  oblong  feed  about  half  an  inch  in 
length ;  the  hufk  is  of  a  purple  colour  ftreaked  with  white.  The  kernel 
is  white  and  oieous,  and  the  Indians  make  ufe  of  its  oil  for  burning  in  their 
lamps.;  they  alfo  give  it  to  their  children  in  the  earliefl:  ftate  of  infanc^'j' 
looking  upon  it  to  be  the  mod  lenient  and  innocent  of  all  other  laxative 
medicines.  The  leaf,  pounded  is  often  applied  to  the  belly  for  the  cure  of. 
worms. ,  It  grows  all  over  India. 

n 

Tatoon,  vide  p.  185.  ; 

Russ  A,  vide  p.  185.  ’ 

Laood,  by  the  Gentoos:  Herpawl,  Moors :  Chermezle 

Portuguefe. 

This  grows  to  a  tolerable  large  tree,  and  fpreads  much.  The  bark  is 
whitifh,  and  wood  foft;  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  pleafaot  green,  are 
pinnated,  each  pinna  is  about  14  or  15  inches  long,  growing  very  thick 
around  the  ends  of  the  branches.  The  flowers  grow  in  long  fpikes  hang¬ 
ing  down  from  the  body  or  large  branches  of  the  tree,  after  which  comes  the 
fruit ;  this,  when  ripe,  is  of  a  pale  greenifli  yellow,  round,  but  divided 
down  to  the  (tone,  (which  is  hard,  and  to  which  the  flefli  firmly  adheres) 
in  eight  lobes,  flatted  at  each  end ;  thefe  the  Europeans  at  Bengal  make  tarts 
of,  and  call  them  goofeberry  tarts,  on  account  of  their  refemblance  in 
•  tafte  to  the  goofeberry. 


Guava, 
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This  tree  grows  to  the  fize  of  our  apple-tree*  The  bark  is  of  a  light 
brown:  the  leaves  grow  in  pairs  along  the  branches,  are  of  a  bright  green, 
thick  but  foft,  (not  eafily  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  cullard-apple  other- 
wife  than  by  their  growing  oppofite  to  one  another.)  The  .fiower  is  monope- 
talous,  cup-like,  white,  and  full  of  (lamina.  The  fruit  is  of  the  fize  of  a  goltien 
pippin,  green  at  firft,  but  when  very  ripe,  yellow  without,  and  generally  red 
within  :  this  is  a  pleafant  but  mealy  pulp,  containing  a  great  number  of  j'mall 
hard  white  feeds  of  the  fize  of  a  large  pin’s  head.  The  fruit,  before  it  is 
quite  ripe,  is  very  ailringent,  if  eaten  with  the  fkin.  It  is  efteemed  a  good 
fruit,  but  the  fmell  of  it  is  not  agreeable  to  every  one. 


B  I 


This  grows  to  the  fize  of  our  larged  plum-tree,  and  is  a  good  deal  like 
it.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green,  almod  white  below,  where  it  is, 
alfo  fomewhat  hairy.  The  tree  has  many  fpikes.  The  flowers  are 
fingle.  The  fruit  a  plum  of  the  fize  and  (haps  of  a  yellow  bullace, 
but  eats  more  like  an  apple  than  like  a  plum.  It  grows  in  every  part ^ 
of  India. 

'  Gum  Arabic. 


Some  of  thefe  grow  to  large  trees.  The  bark  is  brown  without,  but’ 
reddilh  within,  and  yields  a  great  quantity  of  gum.  There  are  three  forts  of 
thefe  trees,  all  of  which  are  full  of  (harpfpines,  and  the  leaves  are  altogether 
alike,  except  that  fome  may  be  a  little  longer  than  others.  The  flowers 
grow  on  foot-dalks  from  two  to  five  inches  long,  are  round,  yellow,- 
and  of  a  fine  fmell,  and  refemble  the  tufts  on  the  hangings  of  old- 
falhioncd  beds.  The  fruit  are  not  all  alike;  the  id  fort,  or  thofe  which 
grow  on  the  (horted  peduncles,  are  oblong,  round,  black  pods  of  the  (hape 
of  that  of  a  pea,  three  inches  long,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s  little  finger, 
each  containing  .five  or  fix  round,  dark  brown  feeds.  2d  fort  grows  on 
fomewhat  longer  peduncles  from  different  parts  of  the  branches  like  the 
former,  and  the  fruit  is  an  oblong  flatted  pod,  in  length  three  or  four  inches, 
and  balf  as  broad,  containing  five  or  fix  dark  brown  flatted  feeds,  w'ith  the 
impreffion  of  a  heart,  or  rather  of  the  letter  V  on  each  fide  of  them.  On 
the  "3d  fort,  the  flower  grows  on  fpikes  at  the  end  ot  the  branches,  and  the 
fruit  is  a  flat  pod  full  12  inches  long,  appearing  like  a  dring  of  buttons,  and 
contains  10  or  12  round  flatted  feeds,  convex  on  each  fide;  the  pods  are '<:Tf 
a  whitidi  hoary  green,  very  gummy,  and  hang  on  the  fpikes  in  clufler.s. 
With  thefe  pods,  and  the  fruit  they  call  Packekaiky  the  Indians  ran  and 
dye  their  leather. 

Lien  Cauta. 

This  is  a  moderately  large  fpreading  tree.  The  bark  is  of  a  bright  brown, 
and  fmooth. '  The  branches  are  full’cxf  fiiort'  fpitiesl  I'herleavcs  a  pale  green, 

*  *  :  ; ,  -V  t  idowers, 
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Flowers,  which 'aVe  very  fmall,  grow  on  fpikes  like^an- amentum  or  tke 
hazel  catkins,  "but  longer :  the  calyx  is  green.  Corolla  white  and  juonope- 
talons,  containing  a  number  of  fine  filaments  a  little  longer  than  the  corolla. 
The  fruit  I  have  not  feen.  r 

Ge-il. 

This  grows  to  be  a  pretty  large  tree,  the  leaves  are  of  a  bright  green 
colour,  but  fomewhat  woolly.  I  know  not  of  any  ufe  to  which  the  two  laS: 
deferibed  trees  i  r (converted. 

I 

Cotton,. 

This  tree  grows  very  large,  and  fpreads  much.  The  bark  is  whitilb, 
and  full  of  ftrong  fhort  fpines.  The  wood  is  white  and  fpungy  •,  when  the 
tree  is  young,  it  has  a  beautiful  appearance,  the  limbs  then  growing  horizon¬ 
tally,  bow  down,  and  around  the  body  of  the  tree ;  at  five  feet  above  thefe, 
there  is  another  circular  row  of  branches  of  iefs  extent,  and  in  this  man¬ 
ner  they  proceed  on  to  the  top,  fo  that  the  tree  appears  at  a  diftance  like 
a  pyramid.  The  campanulated  flower  however  appears  before  the  leaves, 
and  is  as  large  as  a  tulip :  its  calyx  is  Angle,  green,  and  flefliy ;  corolla  is 
compofed  of  five  oblong  thick  petals,  which  are  of  a  deep  crimfon  colour  : 
the  (lamina  arc  15  fubalated  filaments,  attached  to  each  other  in  five 
bundles,  and  thefe  again  to  the  petals  of  the  corolla.  The  fruit  is  a  pod, 
of  the  (hape  of  a  (hort  cucumber,  divided  in  three  feveral  parts,  containing 
fome  roundifli  black  feeds,  involved  in  a  filky  cotton-like  matter.  After 
thefe,  come  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green  colour  ;  by  the  time  that 
thefe  are  all  out,  the  pods  fplit  longitudinally  in  three  places,,  and  then  the 
cotton  foon  efcapes,  and  is  carried  to  all  places  with  the  wind.  Of  that 
fubftance  which  adheres  to  the  feeds,  they  make  mattreflfes,  pillows,  &c. 
And  a  decoeflion  of  the  leaves,  will  cure  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  dyfenteric 
flux,  attended  with  -x-prolapfus  ani,  and  other  fatal  fymptoms,  as  hath  been 
experienced  by  Mr.  Thomas,  when  deprived  of  all  other  hopes  of  faying 
the  patient. 

Mergoosa,  or  Nun. 

It  grows  to  the  fize  of  our  large  apple  trees.  The  bark  is  brown,  and , 
rough,  yielding  a  gum  of  the  flavour  of  garlic.  The  wood  is  brown. 
The  pinnae  grow  very  thick  about  the  limbs  and  branches,  and  becaufe 
the  trees  make  a  good  (hade,  they  are  planted  in  the  ftreets  and  walks 
at  Cuddajore  and  Madrafs^  on  the  Coromandel  coaft.  The  leaves  are  of  a 
deep  green,  the  flowers  grow  on  fpikes,  and  are  numerous.  The  fruit, 
when  ripe,  is  yellow,  half  an  inch  long,  and  of  rhe  fhape  of  an  olive  cut  off 
at  its  end ;  thefe  are  very  foft,  and  almoft  infipid :  they  grow  in  thick 
bunches,  and  contain  a  fm^ll  oblong  hard  kernel,  of  which  they  make  a.^ 
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very  bitter  oil,  and  give  it  to  cure  many  diforders,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
venereal  kind.  They  rub  it  alfo  into  the  joints  of  people  ftruck  with  the 
Berbiers.  They  mix  die  pulp  of  the  ripe  fruit,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
with  their  cream,  in  order  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  their  butter  for  the 
markets.  ’ 

Physic-Nut. 

•  '  This  grows  eigHt  or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  The*  bark  is  brown. 
The  woodTpungy  •,  when  there  are  no  leaves  on  itj  the  tree  looks  like  leveral' 
bundles  of  blunt  fticks  ftuck  into  the  ground,  and  1  believe  is  what  Pomef 
has  taken  his  draught  of  the  Gamboge  plant  from.  The  leaves  grow  thick 
on  every  part*,  they  are  undulated,  and  of  a  pale  green.  The  flowers  grow 
on  fpikes,  on  the  top  of  the  branches.  The  fruit  is  in  bunches,  of  the  fize 
of  apricots,  and  as  it  ripens  looks  like  them  j  when  quite  ripe,  it  is  a 
black  roundifh  pod,  dividing  into  three  parts,  and  containing  three  oblong 
feeds,  with  a  black  hulk.  The  kernel  is  white,  and  divides  like  an  almond 
between  the  divifions,  is  a  fine  membraneous  fubftance,  in  which  lies  its 
violent  emetic,  and  cathartic  quality  ^  for  when  that  is  taken  away,  the 
kernel  is  as  innocent'  and  pleal'ant  as  an  almond. — Every  part  of  this  plant 
yields  a  greyifli  or  milky  juice,  which  will  fo  feparate  the  globules  of  quick- 
filver,  that  it- is  not  eafy  to  make  them mnite  again. 

SoONATULLA\ 

This  grows  to^  a  pretty  large  tree.  The  leaves  ate  of  a  bright  green' 
colour,  grow  on  very  long  ftalks,  and- look  like  thofe  of  green  elder;  they 
are  triplicately  pinnated,  and  on  each  pinna  are  three  pair  and  one  odd 
leaf.  The  flower  is  a  club  on  a-  long  peduncle,  bearing  a  number  of 
large  purple  campaniform  monopecalous  flowers.  The  feed-veflel  is  a 
large  flat  pod,  four  feet  long,  and  five  inches  wide,  but  not  qiiite  an  inch 
thick,  and  which  very  often  grows  Angle  on  the  top  of  all  the  branches  of 
the  tree,  when  it  gives  the  appearance  of  a  fey  the;  this  divides  longi^. 
tudinally  on  its  edges,  and  contains  a  great  number  of  very  fine,  thin, 
white,  membraneous  feptas,  about  two  inches  wide,  among  which  are  nu¬ 
merous  feeds  inclofed  in  the  fame  membraneous  coverings ;  the  feeds  are  flat 
and  brown,  of  the  fhape  of  twO"  kidneys  united  by  their  concave  fides,, 
each  lobe  being  feparate. 

A-Cunn. 

This  grows  two  feet  high.  Its  bark  is  brownifh,  and  wood  very  loft; 
the  branches,  before  the  leaves  flioot,  appear  aS  a  parcel  of  old  ftumps.  The 
leaves  are  a  pale  green,  very  foft,  flefhy,  and  fueculent,  without  fur¬ 
row  or  fibre  except  in  the  middle  rib :  the  whole  of  this  tree  is  full  of  a 
milky  juice.  I  have  never  feen  the  flower  or  fruit  of  it.  The  Gentoos  in 
Bengal^  plant  it  by  their  Pagodas^  and  look  upon  it  as  a  facred  tree. 
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Rackta 
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Rackta  Camull.V 

This  is  the  water  lllly,  with  the  deep  red  flower  j  they  make  u(c  of  the 
root  with  pepper,  as  a  cure  for  the  bloody  flux. 

Racalsussa. 

This  is  our  water  arrow  headed  grafs.  The  Indians  ufe  the  root  with 
ginger,  as  a  great  ftrengthner. 

Chandool. 

This  plant  grows  upwards  to  20  inches  or  more.  The  root  is  of  the 
fize  and  colour  of  that  of  the  Gentian^  but  is  contorted,  and  throws  out 
many  fibres  5  from  the  root  and  fibres,  three  or  four  ftalks  are  produced, 
which  are  robuft,  ereft,  and  fometimes  ramofe.  The  leaves  grow  three  at 
a  joint  by  pedicles,  which  are  half  an  inch  long  ;  they  are  of  a  pale  green, 
fomewhat  fieflay,  and  of  a  lanceolated  fliape.  It  flowers  like  the  honcy- 
fuckle,  but  is  not  fo  abounding  in  flowers  as  that  is  on  the  head. 

Doolacur. 

This  is  a  tolerable  fized  tree.  The  bark  is  brown  on  the  outfide,  then 
a  whitifli  colour  appears,  but  yellow  within.  The  leaves  grow  two  or 
three  from  one  foot-ftalk,  they  are  of  a  light  green,  oblong  and  pointed. 
The  fruit  is  a  green  hulk  with  a  fhell,  inclofing  a  large  kernel.  The 
bark  of  this  tree  when  powdered,  is  given  in  rheumatifms, 

CONTA  COCHU. 

This  plant  grows  in  mud-ditches.  The  root  is  an  inch  and  quarter  in 
circumference,  running  with  the  fame  thicknefs  a  long  way  into  the  mud, 
throwing  out  fome  fibres,  and  has  at  irregular  diftances,  fome  rough  an¬ 
nular  prominences,  which  are  green  within,  and  white  without.  The  ftalks 
are  numerous,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  man’s  finger ;  round,  green,  fucculent, 
and  three  or  four  feet  in  length  :  on  the  top  of  each  ftalk,  there  is  either  a 
leaf  or  feed.  The  leaf  is  16  inches  wide,  divided  to  the  ftalk  in  feven  places, 
and  fome  of  thofe  are  ftill  further  divided,  in  two  or  three  other  places : 
the  leaf  is  rough,  and  ferrated.  The  whole  root,  flock,  and  ftalks  of  the 
plant  are  fpinous.  The  flower  is  four  inches  long,  and  two  thick,  aftd 
grows  round  the  upper  part  of  the  ftalks,  like  the  Indian  corn. 

Paw  Paw, 

This  tree  rifes  to  20  feet,  fometimes  Angle,  at  other  times  it  is  divided 
into  feveral  bodies.  The  ftems  have  the  appearance  of  the  cabbage  ftalks, 
but  are  not  fo  eafily  cut  through,  as  Doftor  Hill  apprehended.  On  the  top 
of,  and  round  each  ftalk  arife,  on  ftrong  and  Angle  pedicles  of  two  feet, 
m^jiy  very  large  ferrated  fliarp -pointed  leaves,  which  ^e  of  a  bright  green 
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colour  above,  but  paler  and  -hoary  underneath,  the  larger  ones  having  the 
greateft  number  of  divirions.  The  male  flowers  grow  out  of  the  top  of  the 
branches,  and  hang  down  in  ftrings.  Each  flower,  is  fmall,  monopetalous, 
and  cup-like,  divjded  on  top  in  five  parts.  The  female  flowers  grow  be¬ 
tween  the  pedicles  of  the  leaves,  from  the  ftock  of  the  tree;  they  are  of 
the  fame  Ihape  as  the  male,  but  larger,  and  grow  on  fliort  peduncles^  The 
fruit  is  yellow  when  ripe,  fomewhat  of  the  lhape  of  a  pear,  and  many  of 
them  in  their  biggeiEpart,  are  four  inches  in  diameter  :  they  are  mealy,  and 
rather  an  infipid  fruit,  but  by  mixing  with  them  fome  lime  juice  or  ^ama^ 
rindsy  they  make  tolerable  good  tarts. 

*.  t 

'  Smalloo.'*' 

This  grows  to  a  fmall  tree.  The  wood  is  as  pliable  as  the  willow. 
The  leaves  grow  in  pairs  on  the  fmall  branches  *,  and  are  foft,  woolly,  and  of 
a  pale  green  colour.  The  Moors  bruife,  and  apply  them  to  the  temples,  to 
cure  the  head-ach. 

Bamboo. 

This  grows  to  a  prodigious  height,  topping  almofl:  all  the  other  trees. 
The  ftalk  is  hollow,  jointed,  &c.  and  well  known.  The  leaf  is  a  bright 
green,  has  no  petioles,  but'  in  part  furrounds  the  ftalk  at  its  bafe.  The 
ftalk  is  very  ufeful,  being  exceedingly  ftrong,  very  hollow  and  light;  with 
it  they  often  build  the  frames  of  their  houfes ;  on  this  they  carry  their 
burthens,  and  when  properly  carved' (which  is  done  by  art  whilft  it  is 
growing)  they  arch,  and  carry  their  palanquins  with  it.  Some,  when 
highly,  and  moft  regularly  arched,  v/ill  fell  at  a  prodigious  price,  efpecially 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  20  pounds  fterling  have  been  given  for 
one  of  them,. 

Yam,  or  Alloo. 

This  is  the  potatoe  of  India,  and  after  being  firft  boiled,  and  then  well 
dried  in  hot  alhes,  eats  very  well.  The  root  fometimes  weighs  20  pounds : 
It  is  of  an  oblong  lhape,  and  of  a  blackifh-brown  colour  on  the  outfide, 
but  within,  it  is  a  white  mixed  with  red.  The  ftalk  runs  up  any  thing 
it  chances  to  lay  hold  of.  The  leaves  are  of  a  deep  green  above,  with  a 
mixture  of  the  purple ;  but  below,  they  are  paler ;  the  whole  leaf  is  thiclc 
and  rigid. 

Nau  T  A. 

This  grows  a  little  more  eredl  than  our  bramble  bufli.  The  ftalk, 
branches,  leaves,  and  leed-veflTels  are  armed  with  ftrong  and  fliarp  fpines, 
which  readily  lay  hold  of  any  thing  that  is  in  their  way ;  the  pinns  grow 
oppofite  each  other,  and  on  them  alfo  grow  others  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  leaves  are  of  a  pale,  but  pleafant  green ;  the  flowers  grow  on  a  fpike, 
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on  top  oif  each  pinna,  and  are  yellow.  The  fruit  is  a- round  coniprefl^d^ 
pod,  containing  four  round,  hard  bkiifli  feeds  j  the  pod  opens  at  its  convex: 
edge.  The  leaves  mixed  witli  fait  and  pounded,  is  applied  by  way  of  cata— 
plafm  to  ruptures :  the  feeds  bruifed,  and  infufed  in  milk,  are  given  in  the 
Wefi  Indies,  (where  the  fhrub  is  alfo  to  be  found)  as^  a  purge:  in  the  Eaft,. 
they  powder  and  adminifter  them  as  a  cure  for  the  itch  :  the  feeds  alfo  arc 
fbme'tinies  difguifed,  and  fold  for  Bezaar, 

NANJAROOrA, 

Is  a  creeper  like  an  ivy,  and  grows  about  Anjengo.  The  whole  of'  thir 
plant  made  into  a  fyrup  from  a  ftrong  decodlion,  it  is  faid,  cures  moft  kind  of> 
fevers.  For  further  particulars,  not  having  had  an  Opportunity  of  feeing 
the  plant,  I  was  direded  to  enquire  of  Salvador  a  de  Ricas  at  Anjengo, 

ColumB'o-Root,  Rad.  India.  Amar. 

.0.  .  -  •  ' 
-j.  This  is  the  root  of  the  Coculus  Indicus  y  when  quite  frefli  it  is^n  emetic;. 

when  dry  a  cathartic. 

Chenderoos. 

They  fell  it  in  China  for  amber,  but  it  is  truly  the  GumrCopaL 

Ban  g\ 

This  is  the  ftalk  of  the  hemp-plant  j  the  Indians  fmoke  and  chew  it, 
until  they  are  intoxicated. 

B  e  c  c  E.  V .  ’  V 

•  .  . 

This  I  am  told  is  a  root  that  grows  near  Patna ;  wharwas  brought  to  me  - 
appeared  like  foft  opium,  but  was  rather  whiter  than  opium,  inveloped  in  a  - 
piece  of  Ikin  ;  if  it  be  truly  a  root,  the  bark  of  it  is  thin,  and  of  a  dirty 
grey  colour,  with  a  yellow  call ;  the  root.itfelf  is  foft  and  tough,  or  rather 
gummy.  I  could  learn  nothing  concerning  the  growth  of  the  plant.  A 
GentoodoCiox  told  me  it  was  a  poifon,  but  that  when  compounded,  as- below, 
he  had  adminiftered  it  with  fuccefs  for  curing  the  putrid  fever,  accompanied 
with  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  &c. — Take  of  it,  the  weight  of  one  filver  rupee, 
or  90  grains  ;  of  pepper,  'the  weight  of  two  rupees ;  of  calcined  cowrie- 
(hells,  half  a  rupee’s  weight;  mix  thefe,  and  with  water  make- the  mafs 
into  middling-fized  pills,  of  which  let  the  patient  take  one,  with  a  bit  of 
candied  ginger  every  morning,  and  which  may  be  repeated  in  the  evenings, 
if  the  fymptoms  be  alarming. 

Datura. 

Datura,  fo  called  by  Doftor  Hill ;  Stramonium  ferox,  by  Do<51:or 
JameSy  who  has  given  a  full  account  of  its  inebriating  and  intoxicating 
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3^9  ..  It  grows  ered  to  four  feet.  The  leaves  are  foft,  and  of  a 
•jpale  bluiflijgreen.jQdlour ;  the  flowers,  which  are  large,  and  bell-lhaped^'^ar6 
fonietlmes  white,  arid  fometimes  yellow.  If  the  Indian  women  have  pofleP. 
iioii  of  ahy  feciret  poifon,  it  is  the  feed  of  this  plant. 

Parrul. 


Ar  'Cl 
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This  is  a  volubilis,  which  runs  up  the  highefl:  trees.  The  ftalk  is  round, 
•whitilh,  and  woolly.  The  leaves,  which  are  very  foft,  grow  Angle  at  the 
joints,  are  of  a  brownifli  green  colour  above,  but  whitifh  below. 
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Agwmhee. 

volubilis,  with  numerous  tendrils.  The  ftalks  are  round,  and  hairyi 
The  leaves  -are  hairy  too,  and  of  a  deep  green  colour.  The;  flowers  are 
■yellow,  in  large  green  hairy  cups,  divided  in  five  parts.  The  ftamina 
tconfift  of  three  very  fmall  filaments.  The  fruit  is  yellow  when  ripe,  and  of 
.the  fizc'of  a  fmall  goofeberry,  but  not  with  fo  much  pulp  5  the  feeds  how- 
vcver  are  larger  than  thofe  of  the  goofeberry.  The  Gent 00  doftors  fajj,  that 
ithe  juice  of  this  leaf  given. in  goats  milk,  cures  putrid  fevers. w 


Frogbootee. 

This  is  a  volubilis.  The  root  though  tortuous,  grows  perpe^idicularly, 
and  is  as  thick  as  a  tobacco  pipe,  brown  without,  but  paler  within.  The 
leaves  grow  alternately  on  the  ftalk,  and  are  of  a  bright  green  colour. 
The  powder  of  thefe  leaves,  is  one  of  the  many  medicines  the  Indians  give 
to  cure  a  Gonorrhoea, 

Chaculca. 

This  too  is. a  fmall  volubilis.  The  root  is  fibrous.  The  leaves,  which 
-are  thin,  rigid,  and  of  a  pale  green,  grow  at  the  joints  of  the  ftalks.  The 
flowers  grow  on  the  top  of  the  ftalks,  in  fquamous  cottony  heads,"'  are  very 
fmall,/  and  of  a  bright  purple  colour.  The  juice  of  the  leaf  niix^d 
with  a  little  fait,  and  rubbed  on  the  fkin,  relieves  it  from  any  itching 
diforder. . 

AnTIMOOL.  y 

^  A  fmall  volubilis.  The  root  is  brown,  fmall,  tortuous,  and  grows  ipcf- 
pendicularly.  The  leaf  is  of  a  deep  green,  with  fome  white  ftreaks.  If 
the  whole  plant  with  its  root  be  pounded,  and^made  into  pills,  arid 
a  middling  fized  pill  be  taken  morning  and  evening,  the  Indians  fay,  that 
it  will  cure  the  itch. 
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Gundy  Bedell. 

Another  volubilis.  Its  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  are  thin,  and  of  a  deep 
green  colour ;  they  (link  worfe  than  a  putrid  cabbage.  When  pounded  with 
ginger,  it  is  adminiftered  as  a  cure  for  the  flux. 

CUTCHOO. 

This  grows  like  our  Aaron^  though  its  leaves  are  fomewhat  larger  than 
the  Aaron's  :  the  ftalks  are  either  of  a  deep  green,  or  deep  purple  colour.  It 
grows  in  damp  places.  The  natives  eat  of  the  root  boiled,  as  a  part  of  their 
diet ;  and  externally  ufe  it  as  a  repellent. 

Wien  Champowe  or  Ground-Flower. 

The  roots  are  whitifh  and  tuberous,  with  feveral  others  hanging  to  them 
by  fmall  appendices.  The  leaves  feel  loft,  and  are  of  a  pale  green  above, 
but  purple  below,  they  furround  each  other  as  they  come  out  of  the 
ground.  I  could  not  procure  either  the  ftalk  or  flower. 

Rangchitta.- 

I  could  not  fee  this  plant,  but  the  leaves  I  have  had  ;  they  are  of  a 
deep  green  above,  but  paler  below.  When  the  leaves  are  bruifed,  and  ap¬ 
plied  to  an  extravafation  of  blood,  they  will  diflblve  it. 

Thusmicundy. 

The  root  is  of  the  nature  of  ginger,  and  tuberous,  having  a  bunch  of 
loofe  fibres  affixed  to  the  top,  from  which  the  plant  grows.  The  root 
is  brown  on  the  outfide,  but  yellowifh  within,  and  like  the  ginger  feels 
warm  in  the  mouth.  The  culm  grows  to  five  feet.  The  leaves  are  a  pale 
green.  On  top  of  the  culm  are  the  flowers  *,  they  are  four  flefhy  yellow 
filaments,  in  green  cups.  The  root  and  leaf  pounded  with  pepper,  are 
given  in  colds.  .  - 

Eddy. 

This  is  a  potatoe;  eaten  by  the  natives.  The  root  is  round,  with  feveral 
excrefcences  about  its  fkins,  from  the  fize  of  an  hazel-nut,^  to  that  bf  a  wal¬ 
nut,  which  excrefcences  are  pulled  off,  and  planted.  It  is  of  a  pale  brown 
on  the  outfide,  and  whitifh  within,  but  a  good  deal  intermixed  with  red. 
It  fometimes  weighs  20  pounds  or  more.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  Aiming 
gr^en,  flefhy,  and  frequently  extremely  large  ;  fo  much  like  xht  Rhubarb  leaf, 
that  Europeans  frequently  miflake,  and  until  they  fee  the  root,  take  it  for 
that  plant.  The  natives  boil  and  eat  this  root  in  the  fame  manner,  as  they 
do  chat  of  the  Cutchoo. 

Orriol. 

This  grows  to  a  pretty  large  tree,  which  fends  forth  long  branches  almofl 
from  the  ground.  The  leaves  are  rigid,  aixl  of  a  bright  green  colour ;  they 

grow 
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grow  in  pairs  oppofite  each  other,  the  whole  length  of  the  branches.  The 
flowers  I  have  not  feen.  The  fruit,  which  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  is  about 
two  inches  in  length,  and  three  fourths  of  an  inch  broad,  green,  fucculent, 
and  contains  fome  fmall  feeds ;  they  are  alfo  alated  lengthways,  and  have 
four  rows  of  membranes.  The  whole  of  the  fruit  is  acid.  They  ufe  the 
fruit  in  their  curries  and  tarts,  and  fay,  they  alfo  give  the  juice  of  it  in  the 
gout. 

African  Plant. 

This  is  the  fame  as  that  which  we  have  in  England^  and  needs  no  defcrip- 
tion. 

Mouselle. 

This  tree  grows  to  a  tolerable  fize,  and  makes  an  agreeable  fliade  in 
walks  and  gardens,  eafily  yielding  to  be  cut  into  any  form,  that  fancy  fliall  /it 
diflate.  Its  bark  is  brown,  the  leaves  of  a  deep  green  above,  but  of  a 
paler  below,  they  are  rigid,  very  bright,  Ihining  and  thick.  Flowers  are  a 
radiated  green  calyx,  on  which  is  the  pyramidal  germen  ;  the  corolla  is  a 
fhort  white  tube  over 'the  germen,  with  its  upper  part  radiated  :  thefe  fall 
off  in  great  plenty  every  day,  are  of  an  agreeable  fweet  fmell,  and  the 
Gentoos  are  very  fond  of  them,  ftringing  and  hanging  them  about  their 
necks,  arms,  &c.  The  fruit  is  a  pale  red  cherry,  of  the  fize  and  fhape  of 
our  white  heart  cherry,  but  the  footftalk  is  not  quite  fo  long :  the  cherry 
grows  in  the  alse  of  the  leaves,  and  taftes  like  hips,  containing  a  ftone, 
whofe  fhell  is  tender,  brown,  fmooth,  and  fomewhat  longer  than  our 
cherry-ttone,  but  in  the  fhape  of  the  almond’s :  the  kernel  is  bitter  and 
oleous.  With  the  oil  extrafled  from  this  kernel,  the  natives  rub  the  part 
that  has  been  bitten  by  the  Scorpion  or  Centipede^  and  which  it  foon  cures. 

The  crows  are  very  fond  of  this  fruit. 

CURRINGE. 

This  is  a  pretty  large  tree,  but  bulhy  ;  it  is  planted  in  fome  of  the 
gardens  at  Bengal^  but  for  what  ufe  I  could  not  learn ;  the  rigid  leaves  are 
of  a  dark  fhining  green  colour,  and  grow  on  woody  pinnae  upon  the  limbs 
and  branches  *,  there  are  four  pair  and  an  odd  one  on  each  pinna  j  neither 
the  flower  nor  fruit  have  I  feen. 

VOLUEILES. 

Thefe  grow  in  fuch  plenty,  and  there  is  fo  great  a  variety  of  them 
both  in  the  hedges  and  gardens,  that  the  natives  have  fcarcely  proper 
names  for  any,  but  thofe  which  are  ufed  in  food  or  medicine. 

Sett  Moorga.  ' 

This  plant  is  of  the  Aloe  kind.  The  root  is  double,  and  like  a  pair  of 
horns,  a  foot  in  length,  fucculent,  and  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  reddilh 

^  without, 
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'j^rtho\3t,  and^white  v^hin;'/  The  leaves  arc  net  Brpin^s,.  and  earcj^f; 
inches  longj  the  hafe,  is  one  inch  broad,  and  of  a  deep  green,'' fpotted 
with  a  purple  {Colour.  The  flower- ftalk  is  near  two  feet  long;  the  fruit 
grow  round  it  from  top  to  bottom,  thefe  are  fmall  berries,  each  containing 
one  feed.  The  juice  of  the  . leaves  fweetened  is  a  great  reftorative. 

’B  ONCHURRILLY-. 

The  root  con  fills  of  feveral  bulbs  of  a  pyramidal  form,  and  half  an  indh 
;in  diameter,  with  fome  long  fibres,  of  the  fize  of  a  goofe-quill.  The  plant 
Js  gralTy,  the  culm  part  is  about  14  inches  high*,  the  leaves  are  oval,  and 
I  I  or  j2  inches  long.  The  flower-ftalk  is  in  the  middle  of  the  leaves, 
ereft,  green,  and  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  large  goofe-quill.  The  flower  grows 
like  our  Fox-glove.  The  fruit  are  feven  or  eight  green  oval  pods,  one  inch 
long,  and:ideeply  divided  in  fix  parts.  The  root  with  fait  in  the  form  of  a 
...cataplafm,  is  applied  to  bruifes. 

j XV  -Arra  Chitta. 

/n  ■■ 

This  grows  five  feet  high,  but  mufl:  be  fupported  •,  the  perpendicular 
•root  is  as  thick  as  a  man’s  finger,  and  fends  forth  five  or  fix  ftalks,  which 
cling  to  any  thing  they  chance  to  meet  with,  and  near  their  tops  they  divide. 
The  leaves^grow  alternately  on  the  ftalk,  or  the  branohes-.*,  they  are  pin¬ 
nated,  and  three  pair  and  an  odd  leaf  grow  together ;  in  fhape  they  are  oval 
and  pointed,  and  two  inches  long.  The  flowers  are  blu^  and  of  the 
jftiape  of  pea-flowers.  The  feed-veftel  is  a  pod,  four  inches  long,  contain¬ 
ing  10,  ora  greater  number  of  kidney-fhaped  feeds.  The  juice  of  this  plants 
the  old  women  give  in  the  bleeding  fever. 

Dulcamund  A. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  is  in  common  12  inches  long,  and  two 
thick,  butfometimes  it  is  ftill  much  longer  and  thicker ;  it  is  brown  without, 
and  red  within.  The  ftalk  is  ered,  and  one  inch  thick,  deeply  furrowed, 
as  are  the  petioles  of  the  leaves.  The  plant  grows  to  four  feet  in  height ; 
■there  are  generally  four  leaves  on  the  ftalk,  growing  together  in  an  alternate 
manner,  and  thefe  are  of  a  bright  green,  and  cordated,  16  inches  in  length, 
12  in  breadth,  and  highly  ribbed.  The  flower  is  an  umbel,  not  unlike  that 
of  the  elder  before  it  is  in  full  bloom.  The  root  of  it,  with  pepper,  i.s 
given  in  pills  to  difeufs  fwellings ;  and  a  cataplafm  of  the  fame  applied  to 
fwoln  parts,  is  ufed  with  the  like  intention. 

Bora  Conkrill. 

This  is  the  largeft  of  the  fpecies  j  it  is  a  procumbent  plant,  and  throws 
out  roots  at  its  joints.  The  leaves  are  angular,  and  of  a  bright  green. 
The  flowers  I  have  never  feen.  The  fruit  is  oval,  and  larger  than  an 
‘  oftrich’s 
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<egg  i  of  a  fine  orange  colour,  armed  with  thick  and  firong 
Ij&ines,  full  of  a  foft  white  pulp,^in  which  are  the  feeds,  which  are  flat  and 
black,  of  the  fize  of  fixpence,  and  as  thick. as  a  crown-piece.  Thofe  feeds 
ground  on.  a  ftone  with  honejr,  are  an. excellent  laxative  in  fevers.  • 

Tob  ACCO, 

Is  too  well  known,  to  need  a  defcription.. 

Ole.. 

Fn  the  beginning  of' the  rainy  feafon,  the  leaves  of  this  plant-  being: 
folded  together,  rife  out  of  the  g-round,  and  when  they  are  gotten  to  the 
height  of  '  fix  inches, ,  then  the  ftem  appears,  foon  afterwards  the  leaf  im-- 
folds,  and  divides  in  three^feveral  parts^  and  thefe  go  again  into  many  other 
divifions  j  but  there  is  a  continuation  of  the  leaf  through  every  fubdivifion 
of  the  three  firft  parts.  The  ftalk  grows  to  two  feet  or  more,  and  is  as  ' 
thick  as  a- man’s  wrift,  fucculenr,'.and ’of  a*  pale^- green  jTpotted  very  co- 
pioLifly  with  a  deep  purple  colour.  The  leaves  are  of  a  pale,  yet  bright  ' 
green.  Theroot-  is  a  large  ball  of  lo  inches  diameter,  and  round,  with 
feveral  excrefcences  on  its  furface,  each  of  which  becomes  a  frefii  root  when  < 
planted  :  it  is  reddilh  on  the  outfide,  and  red  within,  very  pungent  to  the 
tongue*, .  but  yet  the  natives  boil  and  make  ufc’ of  at,-  and  alfo  of  the  fi:alks,s 
as  a  part  of  their  food. . 

Umbel  Cootgha.- 

Thrs-grows  almofterefl;  the  leaves  on  the  pinnas' are  much  fmaller,  but' 
more  numerous,  and  of  a  finer  green  than  thofe  of  the  Nauta  or  prickly  plant ;  > 
id  every  thing  elfe,..  as  its  manner  of  growing,  its  fpines  and  flower,  they-^ 
are  cxaftly  alike  ;  the  fruit  of  this  Tcould  never  meet  with. 

CoLURE*. 

This  runs  up  a  great  way  on  trees  or  hedges;  the  leaf  is  of  a  deep-green,  . 
fhining,  fmooth,  and  tender.  The  flower  is  white,  monopetalous,  and  di¬ 
vided  in  fix  parts  down  the  cup the  Itamina  are  rough  double  filaments, 
in.  number  fix ;  the  antherae  on  ton  of  the  filaments,  are  bearded  like  an  arrow. 
The  fruit  is  an  apple  of  the  Ih ape  of  a  cucumber,  and  the  feeds  are  like* 
it :  the  fruit  is  firft  green,  and  afterwards  of  a  beautiful  bright  fcarlet  co¬ 
lour,  or  between  that  and  crinvon  ;  the  parrots,  and  many  other  birds  feed  ■ 
on  them,  yet  it  is  not  the  bird  pepper.-^The  leaf  of  this  plant  when  - 
young,  is  exaftly  like  the  leaf  of-the  Phyfieal  Cucumber,  .when- old,  it  is 
like  the  leaf  of  the  Dootra. 

I^OO'I'R-A*  - 

This  is  a  garden.  volubilis« - 

Carilla.'w 
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-  r  Carilla. 

This  is  alfo  a  garden  volubilis,  and  runs  up  flakes  or  trees,  but^not  to 
a  great  height.  A  leaf  and  a  tendril  grow  at  every  joint,  that  is  to  fay, 
regularly  at  about  the  diflance’of  four  inches  from  each  other.  The  leaf  is  of 
a  deep  green,  and  made  like  that  of  the  cucumber.  The  fruit  is  about  three 
inches  long ;  fharp  at  each  end,  and  more  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  with 
four  ridges  on  its  furface,  running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  rough,  and 
ferrated,  like  a  cock’s-comb.  It  is  a  cucumber,  and  eaten  by  the  natives 
in  their  curries. 

Burnee. 

This  is  a  fmall  plant,  which  grows  to  about  eight  inches  in  height ;  it 
is  found  in  watery  places.  The  ftalks  are  fingle,  erefl,  and  fucculent  *, 
the  leaves  grow  thick  on  the  plant,  are  fuboval,  and  one  third  of  an  inch 
in  length.  The  juice  of  this,  they  tell  me,  they  give  in  old  fevers,  by 
which  I  believe  they  mean  confumptions. 

O  G  G. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  this  is  the  Dogwort  Cotton.  This  plant  grows 
to  fix  feet  in  height  and  more :  it  is  bulhy,  and  many  ftalks  arife  from 
one  root,  which  ftalks  are  (lightly  divided  *,  yet  fometimes  I  have  feen  only 
a  fingle  ftalk  to  rife  from  the  root,  and  then  it  has  fpread  fo  much,  as  to 
give  the  appearance  of  the  plant’s  being  a  fmall  tree.  The  leaves  are  foft, 
and  flelhy  *,  of  a  pale  fhining  green  above,  whitilh,  and  cottony  below  •,  the 
limbs  are  alfo  foft  and  fpungy.  The  flowers  grow  in  an  umbel  on  the  top, 
and  on  the  divifions  of  the  branches  \  there  is  no  calyx,  and  the  corolla  is 
fingle,  bell-fhaped,  with  the  upper  part  divided  in  fix  places,  down  to  the 
tube  j  thofe  lie  horizontal,  are  flefhy,  and  of  a  fine  purple  colour.  The 
ftamina  are  fix  filaments,  joined  by  a  membrane  in  the  center,  on  the  top 
of  which  is  a  round,  flatted,  ftellated  anthera.  The  fruit  is  an  oblong,  fle(hy 
pod,  three  inches  long,  containing  fome  round  black,  feeds,  and  is  full  of  a 
cottony  matter.  Every  part  of  this  plant,  on  being  broken,  emits  an  hot 
pungent  milk,  which  the  natives  mix  with  oil,  and  with  it  rub  the  hands 
for  cure  of  the  itch  j  I  have  feen  them  ufe  it  fpr  the  fame  purpofe  without 
oil. 

Gualia. 

The  root  of  this  is  very  large,  brown  without,  white  within  *,  foft  and 
fucculent.  The  ftalk  is  round  and  woody,  and  runs  a  long  way  amongft 
bufhes  v  the  leaves  grow  at  every  joint,  attended  by  a  tendril,  are  hairy,  and 
of  a  pale  green  colour.  The  root  bruifed,  is  ufed  as  a  cataplafm  to  cure 
any  pains  of  the  joints,  thofe  proceeding  from  the  gout  excepted. 


Pop 
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Pot  Sag,  and  Lol  Sag. 

Thefe  arc  the  common  greens  which  fpontaneoufly  grow  all  over  India, 
very-  much  refembling  our  fpinage,  and  are  by  the  Europeans  called  Cuilaloe  j 

of  which  mention  was  made  in  the  firft  book. 

•  > 

Dodmurden. 

This  is  a  flirub,  which  fpreads  confiderably.  The  bright  green  leaves 
are  pinnated  ;  there  are  fix  pair  on  each  pinna,  whofe  ribs  are  of  a  black 
colour.  The  flowers  grow  on  a  thick  fpike,  from  the  alae  of  the 
pinns,  and  are  of  a  fine  yellow  :  the  calyx  is  a  fine  yellow  rounded  perian- 
thum,  and  the  leaves  are  affixed  to  the  peduncle  by  a  Ihort  flender  unguis  : 
the  corolla  is  compofed  of  fix  round  concave  petals,  of  half  an  inch 
broad,  whofe  ungues  are  alfo  very  fliort  and  flender.  The  flower  confiflis 
of  ten  fliort  and  flender  ftamina,  whofe  antherse  are  double,  and  coronated 
two  of  the  ftamina  are  larger  than  the  others,  whofe  anthers  are  not  only 
double,  but  of  a  femicircular  form,  and  nearly  one  third  of  an  inch 
in  length ;  another  of  the  ten  ftamina,  is  longer  and  thicker  than  all 
the  reft,  but  its  anthers  differs  not  from  the  fmall  ones.  The  ftyle  is 
ihort  •,  the  ftigma  triangular,  and  near  an  inch  long.  The’  leaves,  when 
pounded,  the  natives  apply  by  way  of  a  cataplafm  to  the  ringworm  (which 
is  a  very  troublefome  and  common  diforder  in  the  Eaji  Indies) ;  it  makes  a 
hard  cruft  over  the  affedted  part,  and  whenever  any  of  this  cruft  breaks, 
they  lay  on  more  of  the  pounded  leaves,  and  continue  fo  to  do  until  the 
whole  cruft  falls  off,  not  neglefling  to  give  at  proper  intervals  cathartic  I 
medicines.  This  Mr.  Thomas  faw  ufed  with  fuccefs,  but  he  was  alfo  in¬ 
formed  in  India,  that  the  late  gallant  Admiral  Bofcawen,  when  in  that  , 
country,  was  cured  of  a  vexatious  and  obftinate  ringworm,  by  an  application  '  y 
of  the  fhoe- flower. 

Muckmull. 

This  volubilis  climbs  up  high  trees*,  its  ftalk  is  round,  and  very 
woolly  :  the  leaf  which  is  alfo  very  woolly,  is  green  above,  and  almoft  white 
below.  The  flowers  are  umbelliferous,  campanulated,  and  of  a  fine  pur¬ 
ple  colour.  The  limbs  are  much  curled  and  extended.  Stamina,  are  five, 
(anthera  oblong,  and  ereft)  affixed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  tube  of  the 
corolla.  Style  is  Angle,  and  fubulated.  Stigma,  oval,  and  double. 

The  green  fide  of  the  leaves,  digeft  *,  and  the  white,  dry,  old  ulcers. 

Turmerick. 

This  is  too  well  known,  to  need  a  defcription;  as  is  alfo 

Ginger, 
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Bonadda, 


■  '  Bonadda,  Wild  Ginger. 

This  plant  grows  to  five  or  fix  feet  in  height.  The  root  is  like  ginger  j 
the  ftalk  a  culm,  pale  green,  and  a  little  woolly ;  flower,  a  club  of  fix 
inches  in  length,  and  formed  like  that  of  the  other  ginger. 

b  •  '  •(  -  Bisnagullie. 

”  The  root  is  tuberous  and  white  j  from  which  arifes  a  Angle  flendcr  ftalk, 
naked  about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  then  at  alternate  diftances  of  half 
an  inch,  grow  the  leaves,  which  are  of  a  pale  green  colour,  and 
fupport  themfelves  by  the  tendrils  at  their  ends  *,  they  are  continued 
to  the  height  of  lo  feet,  growing  in  an  alternate  fuccelTion,  as  well 
on  the  divifions  a?  ftalk.  Several  flowers  grow  at  the  extremities  of  thofe 
divifions,'  bri  footftalks  of  five  inches,  three  leaves  forming  a  cup  for  them, 
which  fhut  up  in  the  day,  and  open  at  night ;  thefe  are  compofed  of  fix 
graflfy  flowers,  one  half  inch  long,  of  the  fhape  and  colour  of  the  plant. 
The  ftamina  are  fix  green  fubulatcd  filaments,  of  half  an  inch  in  length  : 
antherre  are  double,  almoft  as  long  as  the  filaments,  yellow,  and  affixed  by 
their  middle  to  the  top  of  them.  The  germ  is  oblong,  divided  in  three 
parts,  and  the  ftylc  fubulated  and  bifid.  The  root  is  efteemed  a  great 
cooler. 

LilliCaNT. 

The  root  of  this  plant  is  tuberous,  as  warm  as  ginger,  but  more  pleafant, 
of  the  length  and  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  little  finger  *,  the  outfide  is  whitifh,  the 
infide  of  a  beautiful  blue,  with  a  mixture  of  clear  white.  The  ftalk  is  a 
culm,  furrounded  by  leaves,  of  a  deep  green  colour,  with  fome  purple 
on  their  edges.  This  remarkable  root  grows  at  Bengal^  and  is  given, 
mixed  with  pepper,  in  the  form  of  pills  for  the  fore  throat  in  the  fmall-pox, 
which  they  lay  it  oertainly  cures.  Mr.  I’homas  procured  fome  roots,  and 
carefully  dried  them  with  the  defign  of  bringing  them  to  England^  but  the 
damp  in  the  fhip  foon  deftroyed  them. 

Maccalfull. 

The  root  is  fibrous.  The  ftalk  procumbent,  and  takes  root  at  the  joints. 
The  leaves  are  of  a  pale  green  above,  ftill  paler  below,  and  feel  rough ; 
they  grow  on  petioles  of  three  inches.  The  fruit  is  an  apple,  as  big  as 
a  large  lemon ;  of  the  lemon’s  lhape,  with  a  beautiful  orange  colour,  con¬ 
taining  a  number  of  flat  oval  feeds,  nearly  half  an  inch  in  length,  and  a 
deep  green  pulp.  The  root  pounded,  and  mixed  with  ginger,  is  given 
in  fevers.  There  is  another  of  the  fpecies,  much  like  this  in  its  leaves 
and  fruit,  and  which  runs  up  very  high  on  walls,  trees,  &c. 

'  Ractagaroo, 

The  root  of  this  creeper  is  near  a  foot  long,  one  fourth  of  an  inch  thick, 
white  and  fibrous  within.  The  ftalk  is  round,  procumbent,  and  green. 

5  Leaves, 
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Leaves,  of  a  deep  green  above,  but  paler  below«  The  root  bruifed  and 
mixed  with  pepper,  they  give  in  the  gout. 

Bawmanhutta. 

The  root  grows  perpendicularly,  is  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter,  brown, 
two  feet  long,  white  within,  and  woody.  The  ftalk  is  woody,  and  jointed, 
growing  in  height  to  fix  feet  or  more,  but  naked  nearly  half  way,  then  it 
divides  into  fevcral  branches.  The  leaves  grow  in  pairs,  on  fliort  pedicles, 
and  are  very  thick  together,  of  a  bright  green,  fucculent,  and  of  tender 
make.  The  flowers  grow  on  fpikes,  round  the  upper  part  of  the  branches, 
are  of  a  pale  yellow  colour,  and  fomewhat  of  the  lhape  of  our  honey- 
fuckle.  Stamina,  are  four  in  number,  but  the  fl-yle  is  Angle.  ,  They  give 
the  root  powdered,  in  the  moft  dangerous  ftate  of  the  fmall-pox,  at  the 
fame  time  hanging  a  piece  of  it  about  the  neck. 

Getkull. 

This  plant  grows  to  three  or  four  feet  in  height.  The  ftalk  is  woody," 
erefV,  and  fp reads  a  good  deal.  The  leaves  on  long  petioles,  are  fome- 
what  dufty,  of  a  pale  green,  and  feel  harfh:  the  flowers  grow  in  umbels, 
on  top  of  the  branches  j  they  are  of  a  deep  red,  or  crimfon  colour,  mo- 
nopetalous,  divided  to  the  cup  in  five  horizontal  legments,  which  when  in 
full  bloom,  clofe  upon  the  fruit.  The  fruit  is  a  foft  berry,  of  the  fize  of 
^  large  currant,  and  when  ripe,  is  of  a  dark  green  colour. 

Jamblan,  or  Mirabolans. 

There  arc  various  forts  of  thefe,  v/hich  grow  to  middling  fized  trees^ 
whofe  leaves  are  fmooth,  fhining,  and  polifhed. 

Sereece. 

This  is  a  large  fpreading  tree,  which  is  planted  in  walks,  and  grows  very 
tall.  The  bark  is  brown  and  cracked  *,  the  leaves  are  pinnated,  grow 
along  every  branch,  and  are  of  a  pleafant  grafly  green ;  the  flowers  grow 
on  fpikes  at  the  ends  of  the  branches,  on  fliort  footftalks.  The  calyx  is 
a  thin  perianthum.  The  corolla  is  alfo  green,  and  very  fmall,  with  nu¬ 
merous  petals.  The  flowers  have  very  long  fine  filaments,  which  are  of 
a  whitifli  green  colour,  and  fine  fmell;  and  fo  numerous,  as  to  give  the 
flower  the  appearance  of  an  hemifphere. 

JBonaranga.  \ 

This  is  a  very  fmall,  bulky  tree  ;  it  grows  fometimes  to  the  height  of 
20  feet,  but  is  full  of  branches  from  its  very  root.  The  leaves  grow 
very  thick,  and  alternately  on  the  branches ;  above,  they  are  fmooth,  and 
of  a  bright  fliining  green,  but  below,  they  arc  paler,  and  ribbed,  The 
limbs  of  the  tree  grow  to  a  great  length.  The  flowers  I  have  not  feen. 

R  r  r  2  The 
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The  fruit  is  a  round  hulk  of  an  orange  colour,  about  an  inch  in  diamrtliv 
and  divided  pretty  deep  into  fix  lobes.  When  ripe  it  falls  into  three  pieces, 
in  each  of  which  is  a  pulpy  fruit,  with  a  black  nut  containing  a  white  ker¬ 
nel.  The  whole  of  the  fruit  pounded  with  pepper  and  made  into  pills,  the 
natives  give  to  patients  in  the  fmall-pox  accompanied  with  fore  throats* 

Beringjole.. 

This  is  a  robuft  fpinous  plant,  which  grows  two  feet  high.  The  rough 
leaves  are  of  a  pale  dirty  green,  with  rough  fpines  upon  the  middle  and 
larger  ribs.  The  flowers  I  have  not  obi'erved.  The  fruit  is  oblong,  of  3 
pale  green,  mixed  with  a  purple  colour  *,  fometimes  the  purple  is  the 
prevailing  colour :  at  the  bottom  the  fruit  is  larger  than  it  is  at  the 
Hem.  The  inhabitants  of  India,  in  general  eat  of  this  fruit  in  their  curries ; 
they  boil  them  alfo  as  we  do  turnips,  but  many  perfons  prefer  them  when 
broiled  and  feafoned  with  pepper  and  fait. 

PuLSA* 

This  grows  to  a  tolerable  fize.  The  bark  is  of  the  colour  of  our 
hazel,  and  indeed  the  tree  looks  like  the  hazel  j.  the  leaf  is  foft,  woolly, 
and  of  a  pale  green  colour.  The  flower  I  have  not  feen ;  the  fruit  is  a 
kind  of  olive,  of  a  red  colour  *,  when  ripe  a  little  downy,  and  of  an  agreeable 
acid  tafte.  I  never  faw  any  of  them  but  in  Bengaly.  and  there,  only  in  a  gar¬ 
den  belonging  to  Omichund  the  Qentoo  merchant. 

PUNSHULEE* 

This  is  a  fmatl  tree  or  flirub  whofe  limbs  grow  very  long  and  are  full  of 
pinnae.  The  leaves  are  a  fine  pleafant  green,  what  the  flower  is  I  cannot 
fay,  having  never  feen  it.  The  fruit  is  a  fmall  berry  which  grows  at  the 
(talk  of  every  leaf;  it  is  firfl;  green,  then  red,  and  when  perfedly  ripe, 
black.  The  boys  paint  their  kites  with  thefe  berries. 

The  G  REGORiAN  or  WiLD  C u CUMBER,  Called' in  Teet- 

PULTA,  and  lately  by  iomQ  Europeans  m  India ^  the 'Vomiting 
Bird-Nest. 

This  plant  grows  like  our  cucumber  plant,  and  climbs  high  on  trees*; 
like  the  cucumber  it  alfo  varies  in  its  fpecies,  though’  I  faw  no  very 
material  difference  amongfl:  them.  When  the  fruit  is  green  it  is  made  ufe 
of  as  an  ingredient  in  curries,,  and  cuts  like  our  cucumber.  When  dry,  it 
confifts  of  a  number  of  fine  longitudinal  and  tranfverfe  fibres  finely  inter¬ 
woven  with  each-  other,  and  forming  three  cells  the  whole  length  of  the  fruit, 
remarkable  for  having  the  longitudinal  fibres  more  numerous  on  the  infide, 
and  the  tranfverfe  ones,  on  the  outfide,  and  which  are  fulLof  roundifh  black 
deeds;  thofe  cells  open  at,  the  end  in  one  hole,  whofe  circumference,  is 
that  of  a  Ihilling,,  and  which  is  firmly  and  exadly  flopped  by  the  ridged 

Ik  in. 
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rind,  or  coat  of  the  fruit.  In  the  center'  of  this  hole,  is  the 
’pi^iiil,  v/hich  is  a  continuation  of  the  ftalk,  and  drops  out  juft  before 
the  rainy  feafon  fcts  in,  and  then  the  feeds  alfo  fall;  but  before  that 
feafon  commences,  the  ft^in  remains  perfedly  whole;  which  happy  circum- 
ftanr,e  feem^ito  be  a  peculiar  care  of  providence  for  the  prefervation  of  this 
valuable  vegetable;  the  fibres  are  what  we  commonly  called,  the  Bifds-nejl^ 
and  when  dipped  in  boiling  water,  and  repeated  to  be  dipped,  until  the 
water  becomes  of  the  colour  of  fine  hyfon  tea,  is  certainly  a  powerful 
and  fafe  emetic,  not  at  all  inferior  in  its  virtues  to  the  ipecacuanha  root,  or 
any  other  medicine  whatever.  It  is  truth,  that  wonderful  cures  to  perfons 
labouring  under  flow  nervous  fevers  ha\T  been  wrought  by  this  cucumber, 
whofe  excellency  doth  not  meerly  confift  in  its  em.etio  and  purgative  qua¬ 
lities,.  but  is  alfo  indifputably  fraught  with  ftomachic  and  reftoratiye 
virtues  :  it  is  alfo  a  gentle  fudorific,,  and  the  feeds  are  efteemed  as  a  power¬ 
ful  vermifuge;  30  drops  of  a  tindlure  made  of  the  fibrous' cells  infufed  in 
French  brandy,  and  taken  in  a  glafs  of  Madeira  wine  before  dinner,  feldom 
fail  to  cure  the  moft  violent  pain  of  the  ftomach,  which. Mr.  often 

experienced. 

The  virtues  of  this  plant  feemed'to  He  totally  unknowm  to  our  brethr^en'* 
of  the  faculty  in  India^  until  Mr.  Fhomas  (who  refided  with  me  at  the 
hofpital)  was  informed  of  them  by  the  black  dodlors  of  the  country  that 
we  employed  for  collefling  of  fimples,  and  of  whom  we  endeavoured  to  • 
get  all  the  information  we  could  relative  to  botany  and  the  phyfical  practice 
of  the  country.  To  me,  this  gentleman  foon  imparted  his  intelligence,  and 
after  repeated  and  fatisfaftory  trials  had  been  made,  I  collected  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  dried  cucumbers,  and  made  ufe  of  them  with  great  fuccefs, . 
as  well  in  my  private,  as  in  the  hofpital  praflice.  I  fhall  only  add  on  this 
fubjedt,  that  the  emetic  quality  contained  in  the  cells  of  one  of  thofe  cucum¬ 
bers,  is  fufficient  to  ferve  for  many  vomiting  dofes  ;  the  perfon  ufing  it, 
has  only  to  take  care,  that  after  having  dipped  the  fame  in  water,  it  be 
fufpended  in  the  air  in  order  to  its  being  dried,  left  from  the  aqueous 
particles  which  may  be  remaining  in  the  cells  it  fliould  chance  to  become 
corrupted. 

Bosna,  by  us  called  Sodom  and'GoMORR aiJ. 

This  is  a  tolerable  large  tree,  grows  pretty  thick,  and  is  doubly  pinnated.'- 
The  leaves  of  the  pinnae  are  tender,  of  a  fine  green  colour,  about  i^r  inch  ■ 
long.  Some  of  the  flowers  are  white,  fome  red,  whilft  others  are  varie¬ 
gated  ;  they  are  three  inches  or  more  in  length  and  nearly  two  in  width,  of 
the  fhape  of  the  pea-flower,  with  numerous  ftamina.  The  fruit  is  a  pod  ^ 
of  14  inches  long,  flat,  and  no  thicker  than  a  goofe-quill,  containing  from » 
one  end  to  the  other,  fmall  feeds  of  the  fhape  of  a  kidney. 
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Chutta,  by  us,  Cock’s-comb.' 

This  is  a  fhrub-like  plant,  and  common  to  all  the  gardens  in  India.  It 
grows  to  be  I  o  feet  high,  and  is  doubly  pinnated.  The  ftalk  is  robuft:  and 
woody.  The  bark  of  a  brown  colour.  On  each  pinna  are  lo  or  12  pair 
of  fine  green  tender  leaves,  which  are  one  inch  in  length.  The  flower  is 
of  a  fine  crimfon  colour.  The  fruit  is  a  flat  pod,  four  inches  long,  and 
of  an  inch  wide,  containing  fix  oval,  flatted,  greenifli  feeds. 

This  is  the  Poinciana  of  Dr.  Hill. 

/  ;  Wild  Pi  ne-Apple. 

0 

This  grows  on  the  fides  of  watery  places,  is  often  planted  for  hedges, 
and  anfwers  the  purpofe  exceedingly  well,  it  being  thick,  clofe,  and  full  of 
fpines.  The  root  runs  a  great  way  under  the  furface  of  the  ground  ;  the 
branches  of  it,  which  are  from  half  an  inch  to  three  or  four  inches  in'diame- 
ter,  continue  to  be  of  the  fame  thicknefs  for  a  long  way;  thefe  are  hard, 
but  not  woody,  of  a  greenifh  colour  without,  and  white  within.  The  plant 
grows  in  the  fame  manner  as  other  pines  do,  but  the  old  leaves  of  this  are 
fomewhat  longer  than  thole  of  the  other,  and  at  the  fame  time  fpinous;  as 
thefe  drop  off,  there  is  a  kind  of  flock  remaining  which  is  five  or  fix  inches 
in  diameter,  and  not  unlike  the  Bamhoo  ;  and  whenever  thefe  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  uncut  for  any  length  of  time,  if  you  lift  upward  the  outer 
leaves,  you  will  fee  a  number  of  thofe  flocks,  or  flems,  and  a  large  cavity 
in  the  middle  of  them,  which  is  always  proportionally  correfponding  to  the 
height  of  the  hedge,  as  there  are  no  leaves  but  what  are  near  the  furface  of 
the  hedge.  At  Madrafs  you  fee  a  remarkable  high  hedge  of  this  kind, 
(originally  planted  for  limiting  to  the  northward  the  boundaries  of  that  fet- 
tlement,)  which  is  nearly  20  feet  high,  and  hollow  enough  for  Iheltering 
mafty  hundred  men,  but  their  general  height  is  no  more  than  five  or  fix 
feet.  The  flower  is  an  ered  fpike,  very  thick  and  foft,  of  a  brown 
colour,  and  like  our  graflTes  it  grows  in  a  double  flrong  and  flefhy 
fpatha,  yielding  a  fweet  and  highly  perfumed  odour ;  and  which,  if  dried 
and  put  amongfl  linen  clothes,  will  prevent  their  being  injured  by  the  ant, 
or  any  other  deflroying  infed  or  vermin.  The  fruit,  which  is  eaten  by  the 
poor  people,  refembles  the  other  pine-apple,  but  is  fliorter  than  that. 

Cow-Itch. 

Th  is  is  the  down  found  on  the  outfide  of  a  pod,  which  is  about  the  length 
and  thicknefs  of  a  man’s  little  finger,  and  of  the  fliape  of  an  Italian  S. 
The  plant  grows  to  a  great  height  amongfl  trees  and  buflies ;  the  leaves 
grow  in  pairs  with  a  Angle  one  at  the  end,  are  of  a  deep  green  colour,, 
cordated  Ihape,  about  four  inches  long,  with  the  main  fibre  running  near 
the  upper  fide  of  the  leaf.  The  flowers  grow  thick  on  a  fpike  which  is 
nearly  an  inch  in  length,  of  a  fine  deep  purple  colour,  and  bilabiated  in 
a  green  cup ;  after  the  flowers  fall  off  the  pod  remains.  The  leaves 
bruifed,  are  efteemed  an  excellent  application  for  wounds  in  cattle. 

Gingilla 


[  495  ] 

■*, 

Gingilla  Seed. 

’’I'Lis  is  the  Sefamum  of  Dr.  Hill,  They  ufe  its  oil  to  fry  their  flefli  or  fifh 
in^  and  preferve  the  feeds  as  fweetmeats,  and  deem  them  to  be  ftrength- 
ncrs.  ■;! 

.  ,  Saume  de  Chute. 

"  This  is  a  very  pretty  fhrub-like  plant,  in  height  fometimes  more 
than  12  or  14  feet.  The  bark  is  grey  below,  and  green  above.  The  leaves 
are  very  fmalland  tender,  of  a  pale  but  pleafant  green  colour;  oval  in  fhape, 
and  half  an  inch  in  length  ;  doubly  pinnated,  with  eight  or  ten  pair 
growing  on  each  fide-pinna.  The  flower  is  fometimes  yellow,  fometimes 
purple,  grows  on  fpikes,  and  is  of  the  lliape  of  the  pea-bloflbm.  The 
fruit  is  a  flender  pod,  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  pack-thread,  containing  oblong 
truncated  feeds ;  they  are  firfl;  of  a  brownilh  black,  but  when  ripe,  are 
brown,  and  look  on  the  tree,  where  they  plenteoufly  hang,  like  fo  many 
pieces  of  pack-thread.  The  leaves  fried  with  Ghee  are  ufed  as  a  fuppurating 
cataplafm. 

Marricallanga.  Semen  emeticum  novum,  y\  j 

I  have  never  feen  the  tree,  but  they  tell  me  that  it  is  a  large  one.  I 
had  fome  of  its  branches  brought  to  me,  which  were  like  the  branches  of ' 
our  Barberry^  and  equally  as  thick ;  they  are  of  a  great  length,  and 
fend  forth  but  a  fmall  number  of  the  fmaller  branches.  The  bark  is 
greyifh,  the  wood  is  tough ;  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  inches  through¬ 
out  the  branches,  there  grow  two  very  long  fharp  fpines,  which  are  oppoTite 
to  each  other,  and  under  each  of  thefe,  flioot  out  five  or  fix  fmall  fuboval 
leaves ;  the  fmalleft  end  being  elongated  ferves  as  a  pedicle  in  the  manner 
of  our  thorn.  In  the  middle  of  thofe  leaves  on  a  Ihort  pedicle  ftand  the 
fruit,  which  when  green  are  oval,  and  have  an  eye  like  the  pomegranate ; 
when  ripe,  they  are  nearly  round,  and  of  the  fize  and  colour  of  a  walnut ; 
the  (kin  is  rough,  but  breaks  almoft  as  foon  as  it  is  bended ;  in :) 
the  infide,  the  fruit  is  divided  into  three  partitions  like  the  walnut,  and 
thefe  are  full  of  reddilh  feeds,  that  are  oleous,  and  when  firfl:  tafted,  a  little 
aromatic;  in  ftiape  they  are  the  5th  or  6th  of  a  circle  cut  from  the  circum¬ 
ference  to'  the  center,  and  fome  of  them  are  angular  without  the  convexity. 
Thefe  feeds  with  the  hufles  when  powdered  is  in  look,  fmell,  and  tafte,  like 
the  powder  of  Ipecacuanha^  and  an  equal  quantity  of  each  operates  alike. 
They  are  to  be  had  almoft. all  over  India^  and  are  fo  cheap  that  the 
price  is  hardly  worthy  of  mention,  for  a  bulhel  will  not  coft  more  than 
a  rupee.  The  black  people  have  always  been  acquainted  with  their  ufeful 
properties,  and  frequently  ufe  them  in  medicine.  But  the  European  furgeons, 
according  to  Mr.  Ihomas'^  obfervations,  until  he  himfelf  introduced  them 
irito  pradice  (which  was  after  that  he  fucceeded  me  as  furgeon  to  his 
majefty’s  hofpital)  feemed  to  be  altogether  unacquainted  with  them. 

^  Aloe?. 
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Aloes. 

The  Aloe  is  well  known  in  moft  parts  of  the  world,  and- therefore  it  is 
^unneceflary  to  defcribe  it.  They  grow  all  over  India ;  and  near  St,  Auguf- 
iine's  Bay  at  Madagafcar,  is  to  be  found  in  great  abundance,  the  right 
Succotrine  fort. 

Agoghorse. 

This  is  a  direct  grafs.  The  culm  fometimes  runs  upwards  of  two  feet,  and 
is  undivided.  The  leaves  are  pointed,  of  a  fine  green,  rough,  half  an  inch 
broad,  and  two  feet  long :  they  are  of  an  aromatic  tafte,  mingled  with  an 
agreeable  bitter,  yield  a  fine  fweet-fmelling  flavour,  and  are  ufcd  in  cool 
tankards,  .^c, 

Diet-Productions  of  the  Garden. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  attempt  a  defcription  of  the  number  and  fort* 
which  India  produces  of  the  creeper  and  volubilis  kind,  and  that  are  by 
;the  Europeans  and  natives  ufed  in  their  curries,  and  foups  ;  there  are  of  them, 
whofe  fruit  are  from  the  fize  of  a  bufliel  meafure  to  that  of  the  goofeberry ; 
and  of  every  lhape,  fuch  as  round,  oval,  oblong,  angular,  There  is 

alfo  a  great  variety  of  the  bean  kind,  too  tedious  to  mention  here  ;  but  the 
one  which  they  call  Try,  I  cannot  pafs  over :  it  is  highly  efteemed  when  ftewed, 
by  the  Europeans,  and  when  ripe  and  dry,  carries  with  it  the  appearance  of 
the  Wild  Cucumber,  and  is,  as  I  was  told,  like  that,  of  an  emetic  qua¬ 
lity.  Whether  it  is  the  fame,  has  been  a  matter  of  difpute;  however, 
by  comparing  the  defcription  already  given  of  the  Teetpulta,  with  the  few 
particulars  which  follow  relating  to  this,  the  reader  will  foon  difcover  how 
miftaken  thofe  are  who  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  fame.  This  fruit  when  dry, 
is  highly  ridged,  with  five  or  fix  large  fibres  running  its  whole  length,  and 
wilhout  a  pittil ;  neither  are  the  fibres  fo  diftinft  as  in  the  other,  but  are 
pluffy,  as  if  beaten. 

In  the  markets  of  all  our  Englijh  fettlements,  you  feldom  meet  with  any 
other  vegetables  for  fale  than  what  are  the  natural  produftions  of  the 
country  j  whereas  in  thofe  of  the  Butch  you  find  a  plenty  of  the  European 
cabbages,  coleworts,  carrots,  turnips,  peafe,  i^c. 

With  pleafure,!  acknowledge  the  aid  I  have  received  from  the  late  ingenious 
Mr.  Thomas's  papers,  which  contain  alfo  branches  or  leaves  of  almoft  every 
one  of  the  foregoing  trees,  Ihrubs,  and  plants  j  thefe  enabled  me  to  give  lb 
accurate  an  account  of  the  vegetable  produftions  of  Indojian,  and  from 
them  I  have  alfo  tranferibed  the  following  recipe  for  the  cure  of  putrid 
intermitting  fevers,  communicated  to  us  by  a  Gentoo  do6lor  during  our 
being  together  in  Bengal,  and  which  1  oftentimes  fuccefsfully  preferibed 
in  the  courfe  of  my  hofpital  pradice  in  that  fettlement :  concerning  it  Mr. 

S  Thomas 
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Thomas  hath  left  this  opinion,  “We  have  found  it  to  anfwer  better  than  the 
bark,  in  whatever  quantity  given.” 

Take  of  Roman  vitriol,  and  burnt  pearls,  each,  the  weight  of  one 
rupee,  (i.  e.  three  drachms  and  feven  grains;)  orpiment  half  a  drachm  i 
lurnamachy,  (a  metallic  folTil)  burnt  lo  grains:  wath  the  orpiment  in 
chunam  (Lime)  water ;  powder  them  well  together,  and  make  them 
into  a  foft  elc<5buary  with  the  juice  of  green  aloes ;  then  put  it  into  a  fmall 
unglazed  earthen  pan,  and  turn  another  lhallow  one  over  it,  both  which 
dole  well  with  clay,  by  furrounding  both  the  pans  with  it,  and  at  leaft  half 
an  inch  thick.  Then  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground  14  inches  wide  and  a 
cfoot  deep,  into  which  put  dried  cow-dung  and  fome  bits  of  draw  to  the 
height  of  fix  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  hole,  then  let  the  fame  on 
fire  ;  put  over  the  fuel  the  pans,  taking  care  to  cover  them  with  cow-dung 
and  bits  of  draw,  till  they  are  piled  fix  or  eight  inches  above  the  pit  or 
hole,  where  Let  the  pans  continue  till  all  the  fuel  is  confumed  by  the 
fire,  which  will  be  about  feven  .  hours.  When  the  medicine  is  taken  out, 
it  looks  like  a  cinder ;  this  you  are  to  reduce  to  a  powder,  and  give  two 
grains  with  fugar  every  morning. 

A  Lid  of  Indian  Drugs  hath  been  given  in  p.  44. 


S  ff 


A  P  P  E  N- 


X, 


N  D  I 


iir. 

An  Account  of  the  Diseases  incident  to  Gombroon, 
contained  in  a  letter  from  an  ingenious  phylician  who 
refided  feveral  years  in ‘that  fettlement. 

During- my  abode  at  Gombroon,  autumnal  and  vernal  hitermittents 
raged  in  as  various  forms,  as  have  ever  been  remarked  in  the  defcrip- 
tions  given  of  thefe  difeafes  by  medical  authors.  The  mod  fimple  of  them 
often  continued  to  harrafs  the  patient  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time. 
Others  'W'cre  quite  anomalous,  the  paroxyfms  frequently  redoubling,  and 
that  not  always  in  a  regular  order  •,  which  plainly  evinced  the  mafignity  of 
their  nature.  I  have  known  a  regular  autumnal  '•Tertian  (which  never 
doubled  the  paroxyfm,  except  upon  fome  cafual  indiferetion  of  the  patient), 
fo  obftinate  as  to  continue  twelve  or  thirteen  months,  and  at  length  to  occa- 
lion  indurations  in  the  fpleen,  liver,  <3c. 

The  obdinacy  of  thefe  difeafes,  and  the  bad  confequences  arifing  from 
them,  do,  I  believe,  but  feldom  occur  in  other  countries,  and  here,  were 
by  no  means  occafioned  by  bleeding,  or  other  improper  evacuations.  Even 
when  by  the  irregularities  of  the  patient  the  fits  were  anticipated,  or  re¬ 
doubled,  the  fever  quickly  affumed  its  fird  type,  and  fo  went  on  until  the  ’ 
patient’s  want  of  drength  and  the  dread  of  -worfe  confequences,  obliged  me 
to  put  a  dop  to  its  career  by  the  bark.  A  repetition  of  the  fame  medicine 
afterwards,  at  intervals,  according  to  Sydenham's  method,  did  not  always 
prove  fuccefsful. 
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Other  IntermittentSy  were  of  a  more  malignant  nature,  and  attended  with 
fuch  complicated  and  redoubled  fits,  as  fometimes  to  terminate  in  a  con¬ 
tinual  fever  of  the  word:  kind,  to  the  great  danger  and  often  the  deftruCtioii 
of  the  patient.  Continual  Putrid  FeverSy  appeared  as  the  fun  approached  the 
winter,  or  fummer  foldice,  but  were  by  no  means  fo  frequent  as  to  deferve 
the  name  of  epidemics.  Baftard  PeripieumonieSy  alfo  occurred  from  the 
middle  of  Odiober  to  the  middle  of  NovembeVy  and  might  in  fome  years  be 
obferved  even  in  the  fucceeding  months  to  the  end  of  February,  ‘ 

But  the  various  fpecies  of  Intermitting  Fevers  already  mentioned,  were^ 
at  lead  while  I  was  there,  the  mod  prevailing  diforders  at  Gombroon. 

^otidiansy  during  the  fird  days,  by  reafon  of  their  obfcure  inter- 
miffion,  were  fomewhat  difficult  to  be  didinguiffied  from  the  reft  :  but  by 
attending  to  the  attack  of  the  fird  cold  fit,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  other 
fubfequent  fymptoms,  the  cafe  may  be  known.  The  chilnefs  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  fever  commences  in  the  extreme  parts  of  the  body,  fuch  as  at 
the  tip  of  tile  nofe,  and  the  ends  of  the  fingers,  or  toes ;  it  never  feizes  with 
an  univerfal  rigor,  or  in  all  or  mod  of  the  mufcular  parts  of  the  body  at 
once,  as  in  the  beginning  of  many  Continual  Fevers ;  neither  does  it  rife  to 
fo  great  a  degree  as  in  a  Fertian.  The  cold  fit  is  often  very  flight  at  Gom~ 
hroony  and  I  believe  in  mod  hot  climates.  Towards  the  end  of  the  cold  fit, 
a  pituitous  vomiting,  with  great  drowfinefs,  often  attacks  the  patient,  and 
foon  after,  the  pulfe  becomes  quicker,  having  an  undulating  motion,  buc 
not  fo  drong  in  its  vibrations  as  in  a  Fertiany  nor  attended  with  that  tenfity 
and  hardnefs  as  in  acute  Inflammatory  Fevers :  neither  does  the  patient  com¬ 
plain  much  of  third,  but  is  on  the  contrary  frequently  troubled  with  watery 
and  frothy  fpittings.  Moreover,  the  heat  of  the  body  during  the  increafe 
or  date,  is  accompanied  with  a  moidure,  and  is  very  moderate  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  heat  attendant  on  Inflammatory  Fevers,  ovFertian 

IntermittentSy  in  the  fame  date.  If  the  face  continues  for  any  time  pale, 
livid,  and  as  it  were  a  little  bloated,  with  tenfe  Hypoebondriay  danger  is 
portended. 

The  patient  in  the  fird  days  hath  feldom  any  truly  critical  fweat;  nor 
are  the  intermiffions  for  the  mod  part  perceptible.  However,  in  five  or  fix 
days  thefe  Fevers  mod  commonly  fliow  their  nature  more  plainly,  by  Inter- 
mijjions  of  fix  or  eight  hours  continuance,  and,  what  I  have  not  elfewhere 
obferved  of  fuch  ^otidianSy  they  in  about  a  fortnight  afterv/ards  terminate 
in  Fertians.  This  Fever  will  by  no  means  bear  a  hot  regimen;  by  this 
it  will  foon  be  changed  into  a  Continual  Putridy  and  more  dangerous  Fever. 
A  cold  regimen  is  alfo  a  dangerous  extreme.  At  Gombroony  if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  expreffion,  it  is  of  a  phlegmatic  arpituitous  nature,  in  which  a 
mean  courfe  between  the  two  excelfes  of  either  of  thefe  regimens,  is  to  be 
followed. 
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On  its  firft  attack,  I  ufually  gave  a  vomit,  either  of  Ipecacuanha^  or  Salt 
of  Vitriol^  adding  to  the  former  a  grain  or  two  of  1‘artar  Emetic^  or  two 
drachms  of  Vinum  BenediHum  for  robuft  habits.  Bleeding  is  feldom  requifite 
in  this  fever ;  the  pulfe,  joined  with  the  ftate  of  other  fymptoms,  muft  alone 
determine  the  expediency  of  that  operation.  The  conftitntion,  fo  far  as 
I  could  find,  in  Gombroon^  will  not  bear  too  fmart,  nor  too  great  evacua¬ 
tions  of  any  kind.  For  common  drink,  I  ordered  fack-whey,  fage-tea,  or 
orange-whey  *,  and  gave  often  fome  grains  of  Sal  Prunella  mixed  with  them, 
fo  as  that  the  patient  might  take  about  the  quantity  of  a  drachm  and  a  half 
of  it  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four  hours.  1  direfted  panado,  and  water-gruel, 
for  their  food,  allowing  fome  fpoonfuls  of  rhenifii,  old  hock,  or  other  white 
wines,  to  be  given  when  the  fever  was  almofl;  on  the  decline.  I  have  fome- 
times,  to  ungovernable  patients,  allowed  chicken  broth,  but  cannot  approve 
of  fiefli  nutriment,  even  of  the  lighted:  fort,  efpecially  in  the  firft  days  of  a 
fever  of  any  kind,  as  more  eafily  tending  to  putrefadion  than  the  farinace¬ 
ous  aliment.  Sage,' or  other  tea,  I  frequently  allowed  as  a  change  of  drink; 
but  I  found  the  fack-whey  infinitely  preferable,  as  fupporting  the  fpirits 
better,  and  alfo  affording  fome  nourifhment,  which  the  teas  did  not. 

Sweats  forced  by  art  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  fevers,  as  well  as  in  moft 
others,  pervert  the  intentions  of  nature,  and  render  tlie  difeafe  more  malig¬ 
nant  and  irregular  •,  but  when  occafioned  by  gently  diluting  and  refolving 
medicines,  they  either  bring  the  Fever  fooner  to  an  Intermijfwn,  or  by 
gradually  refolving  and  eliminating  the  morbific  matter,  reffore  the  patient 
to  health.  In  cale  the  bowels  are  much  conftipated,  a  clyfter  of  milk,  oil 
and  fugar,  with  two  drachms  of  lenitive  eledluary  diffolved  in  it,  may  be 
adminiftered ;  but  in  moft  cafes  at  the  beginning  of  ^wtidians,  the  ftools 
are  crude  and  watery,  and  an  emetic  will  ufually  procure  as  much  evacua¬ 
tion  as  is  neceffary  this  way.  Where  the  drowfinefs  was  fo  excefiive  as  to 
threaten  a  Coma^  and  the  languor  of  the  pulfe  required  the  application  of  a 
blifter,  I  have  found  benefit  from  applying  it,  but  great  care  is  to  be  taken, 
left  fo  powerful  a  fiimulus  fhould  throw  the  patient  into  a  Continual  Fever 
and  indeed,  although  Fpuotidians  are  very  troublefome,  and  often  dangerous, 
as  I  feldom  had  occafion  to  lower  the  Fever  with  the  lancet,  fo  neither  have 
I  been  often  obliged  to  raife  the  pulfe  by  the  application  of  vefica- 
tories.  SuchT^wrj,  by  a  prudent  treatment,  without  running  into  any  ex¬ 
tremes,  will  often  in  a  few  days  grant- fome  hours  truce  daily  to  the  patient, 
and  provided  his  conftitution  holds  out,  may  in  a  fortnight  afterwards,  form 
themfelves  into  regular  Fertians. 

But  where  I  have  been  apprehenfive  of  the  patient’s  fuccumbing 
under  the  fever  before  fuch  a  wilhed-for  change,  I  have  then  taken  the 
opportunity  of  the  fmall  intermiffions,  to  give  the  bark,  with  as  much  cau¬ 
tion  and  prudence  as  I  was  mafter  of.  You  are  fenfible,  no  particular 
advice  in  Inch  a  cafe  can  be  given  ;  this  muft  be  left  entirely  to  the  judgment 
of  the  phyfeian  or  furgeon  who  has  attended  the  patient  through  the  whole 
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courfe  of  the  difeafe.  I  have  however  obferved,-  that  on  the  firft,  fecondy 
third,  or  fourth  perfe(5t:  IntermiJJion^  if  I  had  a  mind  to  embrace  that  oppor¬ 
tunity,  I  could  always  exhibit  at  lead  two  drachms  of  the  bark  before  the 
approach  of  the  next  fit,  which  I  indeed  obferved  to  be  fomewhat  higher 
than  the  preceding  one,  but  without  danger. 

At  the  next  IntermiJJion  I  could  generally  make  the  patient  take  half  an 
ounce,  and  on  the  third,  fix  drachms,  or  thereabouts  *,  which  praflice  never 
failed  to  drive  off  the  Fever,  or  change  its  type  to  a  Fertian :  nay,  I  have 
been  Jbmetimes  forced  to  lay  hold  of  Re-inijfions,  and  it  is  to  be  done  with 
iafety  when  one  is  fure  of  the  nature  of  the  Fever.  Sometimes  you  will 
gain  your  point  in  twice  giving  your  bark  as  above-mentioned,  thrice  never 
failed  me.  In  F^uotidians  I  almoft  always  obferved  that  the  bark  occafioned 
watery  ftools,  but  never  durft  venture  to  check  them  by  opiates  ;  how¬ 
ever  I  found  by  experience  that  notwithftanding  the  ftools,  a  third  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  the  bark  feldom  failed  of  fuccefs. 

’■Tertians  at  Gombroon,  as  well  vernal  as  autumnal,  frequently  imitate  for 
fome  days  the  genius  of  Continual  Fevers.  They  may  be  diftinguifhed  even 
in  this  ftate  from  the  other  fpecies  of  Intermittents,  in  that  the  pulfe,  dur¬ 
ing  the  ftate  of  the  Fever,  is  more  full,  and  ftrong  •,  the  heat  is  more 
ardent,  and  dry  •,  and  the  fymptoms  feemingly  are  more  violent ;  the  cold 
lit  too  is  frequently  more  fevere,  though  as  obferved  above,  this  is  not 
always  to  be  relied  on.  As  to  their  refemblance  to  the  Continual,  it  is  fo 
very  natural,  that  it  is  not  eafy  in  this  period  of  them  to  make  always  a  juft 
prognoftic,  or  judge  truly  what  Fever  one  hath  got  to  deal  with.  How¬ 
ever,  the  fetting  in  of  the  Epidemic  may  greatly  aftift  one’s  judgment.  It 
may  likewife  be  obferved  in  them,  that  the  heat  of  the  patient’s  body  feems 
to  the  touch,  of  an  equal  temperature,  not  greatly  increafed,  as  in  moft  Con- 
tinuals.  But  notwithftanding  all  this,  you  arc  very  fenfible  that  Sydenham, 
and  after  him  Boerhaave,  have  w’ritten,  l^in  et  Jape  initio  Autumni  mulan- 
tur  txahle  indolem  ccntinuarum,  oh  longiores  et  duplicates  paroxyjmos,  dim 
tamen  indoles  &  curatio  plane  diverfa  funt.  The  firft  part  of  which  Aphorifm 
fhows,  that  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  of  Autumn,  their  appearances  are  as 
fallacious  in  other  countries,  as  in  Gombroon  •,  and  the  latter  part  of  it 
declares,  that  a  very  different  method  of  cure  from  that  of  Continual  Fevers, 
is  requifite  in  thefe  Intermittents. 

I  muft  confefs,  that  notwithftanding  two  fuch  great  authorities,  I  have 
been  frequently  obliged  to  ul'e  the  lancet  to  determine  their  Inter^ 
mijfions  more  fpeedily,  left  greater  mifehief  fhould  have  befallen  the  patient. 
Boerhaave,  in  another  aphorifm  on  Intermittents,  fays,  Venajediio  meet  per 
fe  femper,  prodejl  alias  cafu  ut  et  tenuis  exaSiaque  Diata :  Yet  he  foon  after¬ 
wards  adds,  Porro  fymptomati  urgenti  occur  at  ur  juxta  regulas  in  acutis  datas.. 
And  I  can  with  truth  affirm,  that  in  Gomhrooyi,  I  often  found  moderate 
bleeding  ncceffary,  as  well  as  the  tenuis  etcadlaque  diata. 
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In  the  beginning  of  thefe  Tertians^  as  there  are  but  few  rules  or  precepts 
which  will  not  admit  of  exceptions,  I  have  in  fome  very  fanguine  habits  of 
body  bled  even  a  I'econd  time  •,  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  probability  of 
thereby  protradling  the  fever’s  duration  for  a  few  months,  at  leaft  in  Gem- 
hroon^  is  not  fo  hazardous  as  running  the  rifque  of  its  change  into  an  Un- 
t‘cmilting  Continual  Fever  •,  in  which  laft  cafe  it  is  always  highly  dangerous, 
and  of  a  malignant  nature.  I  am  a  living  witnels  ot  an  Autumnal  Fever 
which  began  and  continued  almoft  perfectly  regular  for  thirteen  months,  in 
my  own  perlbn,  in  fpite  of  all  the  medicines  I  took  to  get  rid  of  it ;  neither 
did  it  ever  double  the  paroxyfrr*,  unlefs  it  was  my  own  fault.  I  neither 
bled  nor  ufed  any  other  fevere  evacuation,  and  I  have  known  the  like  hap¬ 
pen  to  feveral  others*,  fo  that  in  Gombroon  thofe  Intermitting  Fevers  fometimes 
run  much  beyond  the  ufual  period  of  their  duration  in  other  countries  *,  nay 
even  where  bleeding  hath  not  been  ufed,  the  Vernal  often  continues  to  harrals 
the  patient  for  fix  months. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrelTion  :  I  have  often  found  the  Fever  by  its 
continuance  for  a  few  days  fo  to  weaken  the  patient,  that  I  was  glad  to 
adminifter  the  bark  even  on  the  firft  Intermijfioiiy  and  always  have  done  it 
with  fafety  and  fuccefs  *,  fometimes  indeed,  as  was  obferved  in  ^otidianSy 
on  firft  giving  this  medicine  it  did  not  fucceed,  nay  in  fuch  cafes  I  have 
found  the  next  paroxyfm,  as  it  were  exafperated,  though  without  danger  to 
the  patient ;  but  the  fecond  exhibition  of  this  noble  medicine  never  failed 
to  put  a  temporary  ftop  to  the  fever,  and  often,  if  I  might  be  allowed  the 
expreffion,  to  make  an  entire  conqueft  over  it.  When  fymptoms  were  not 
fo  urgent  after  Inter 'mijfion  from  the  Fever^  I  gave  the  patient  a  drachm  of 
the  Sal  Polychrefi  evening  and  morning  in  a  draught  of  bitters,  and  direbled 
the  bitters  by  themfelves  to  be  taken  two  or  three  times  a  day,  efpecially 
during  the  Intsrmijfwns  of  the  Fever.  Care  was  taken  not  to  overheat  the 
patient,  to  prevent  his  difeafe  being  converted  into  a  tiontinual  Fever y  of 
which  (except  fome  very  great  irregularities  had  been  committed  by  the 
patient)  he  runs  no  great  rifque,  after  the  IntermiJJions  from  the  F'ever  have 
for  fome  days  been  perfe(5lly  diftineft. 

I  thus  prepared  him  for  the  bark,  as  moft  prablitioners  in  Europe  do  at  this 
day.  When  once  the  Intermijftons  are  fair  and  compleat,  you  are  fenfible  there 
can  be  no  danger  from  the  bark.  To  fay  more  to  you  upon  the  fubjeft  would 
be  improper ;  I  fhall  therefore  only  add,  that  I  have  fometimes  feen  thefe 
Fevers,  without  any  reafon  that  I  could  aftign,  double  their  paroxyfms ;  and 
fometimes  on  the  third  Intermijfion  that  appeared,  I  adminiftered  the  bark, 
and  thus  put  a  ftop  to  their  further  progreis.  After  Fevers  have  been 
iubdued  by  the  bark,  all  evacuations  become  hurtful  except  a  vomit,  nor 
is  even  a  vomit  to  be  given,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  a  relapfe.  Amorous  dalli¬ 
ances  with  the  fair  fex,  (of  wlfich  I  had  feveral  inftances,  as  well  in  Gombroon 
as  elfewhere,)  infallibly  caufe  a  relapfe,  even  where  there  hath  been  no  enjoy¬ 
ment.  Too  great  an  application  to  bufinefs,  too  much  thoughtfulnefs,  and 
.all  forts  of  exercife,  even  only  in  fuch  a  degree  as  on  other  occafions  might 
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be  deemed  falutary,  will  produce  relap fes,  efpecially  during  great  heat  of 
the  weather, 

^artans  are  nOt  near  fo  frequent  at  Gombroon  as  the  above-mentioned 
Fever ^  nor  have  I  ever  obferved  a  Vernal  §)uart an  either  here  or  any  where 
elfe ;  and  thofe  which  occur  in  Autumn  have  nothing  particular,  but  what  I 
iball  remark  afterwards  among  the  complications  of  thefe  Fevers.  Neither 
did  the  Vluartans  at  Gombroon^  as  far  as  came  within  my  obfervation,  ever 
imitate  Continual  Fevers^  or  double  their  paroxyfms,  or  require  a  different 
treatment  from  what  they  do  in  other  countries.  As  to  the  Complications  of 
thefe  Fevers.,  I  muft  own  1  never  met  with  a  Double  ^otidian,  unlefs  the 
patient  by  interrupting  the  fweat  at  its  beginning,  brought  back  his  fever 
before  the  wonted  time. 

t 

Double  Fertians  at  Gombroon,  are  frequent,  and  eafy  to  be  diflinguifhed 
from  Vluotidians,  by  tire  paroxyfms  being  equal  on  equal  days  ;  for  in  fiance, 
if  the  accefs  happens  to-day  at  noon,  to-morrow  it  will  happen  at  fix  at 
night,  next  day  at  noon,  and  the  day  following  at  fix  in  the  evening,  but 
often  the  fits  anticipate  each  other.  When  the  Fever  was  of  xhtFertian 
kind,  thus  redoubled,  I  ufed  in  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  Intermijfion  to 
reduce  it  to  order  by  the  bark.  When  it  appeared  in  this  form  from 
the  beginning,  after  a  vomit  and  a  few  days  treatment  as  in  the  Fpuotidian.^ 
I  commonly  took  the  firft  fair  opportunity  to  give  the  bark  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tities,  which  feldom  failed  of  reducing  the  difeafe  to  a  fimple  but  I 

never  ufed  to  be  in  too  great  a  hurry. 

A  Semi-tertian  fometimes  happens,  and  yields,  fo  far  as  I  have  found, 
to  the  treatment  of  the  ^lotidians  •,  but  be  very  cautious  with  regard  to  the 
bark.  I  have  fometimes  feen  a  Fertian  afflidt  the  patient  for  two  days 
together,  and  intermit  the  third*,  and  fometimes  continue  for  two  days,  and 
intermit  the  two  following  days ;  both  which  cafes  do  however  but  feldom 
occur  ;  but  among  thofe  Fevers  you  will  find  more  irregularities  than  even 
what  I  have  mentioned.  When  you  are  fearful  of  ufing  the  bark  in  the 
mixed  or  complicated  kinds  of  thofe  Fevers,  or  even  in  the  more  regular 
Intermit  tents,  the  Elixir  oi  Vitriol  is  an  admirable  medicine,  joined  to  bitters. 
It  is  alfo  excellent  to  prevent  relapfes. 

I  never  obferved  at  Gombroon,  the  Simple  Continued  Inflammatory  Fever :  and 
Putrid  Continual  Fevers  feldom  occurred,  unlefs  fuch  as  were  of  a  periodical 
difpofition. 

As  to  bleeding  in  fuch  Fevers,  it  muft:  chiefly  be  determined  by  the  pulfe  *, 
this  evacuation  however  in  the  fame  fpecies  of  fever  during  foine  times  of 
the  year,  may  be  proper  in  fome  perfons,  but  in  others  not  fo  neceflary, 
or  even  advifeable  *,  in  general  I  found  the  nature  of  thefe  Fevers,  and 
iikewile  of  the  air,  admitted  of  bleeding,  if  not  carried  to  too  great  an 
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height.  I  never  omitted  giving  a  vomit  as  early  as  poffible,  and  if  the 
vomit  did  not  pals  downwards,  I  the  fame  evening  adminiftered  an  emollient 
clyfter;  after  which  carefully  attending  to  the  gen>us  of  the  Fever.,  I  pre- 
fcribed  a  cooling  anciphlogiflic  regimen,  with  attenuating  falts,  and  julaps 
acidulated  with  the  Elixir  oi  Vitriol,  being,  as  careful  as  I  could,  of 
^  ne  quid  nimis.  Violent  attenuants  or  refolvents,  when  too  plentifully 
ufed,  may  difiblve  Crafts  of  the  blood  in  too  great  a  degree,  and  thereby 
contrary  to  their  antifeptic  nature,  produce  in  the  human  body,  effefls  quite 
different  from  the  intention  with  which  they  are  given,  by  even  converting 
the  animal  fluids  into  a  putrid  latex,  altogether  unfit  for  the  fundlions 
of  life,  d'hefe  alfo  too  freely  indulged,  frequently  bring  prepofterous 
fweats  in  the  beginning  of  the  Fever,  before  nature  hath  fufficiently  con- 
coded  the  febrile  matter.  To  prevent  or  corred  both  which  inconveniencies, 
I  never  found  any  thing  equal  to  the  Gas  Sulphuris,  or  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
frequently  given  eitherin  julaps,  or  in  the  patients  common  drink.  Orange- 
juice,  and  diflilled  vinegar,  are  good  medicines,  and  the  laft  is  found  in 
plenty  in  Gombroon.  In  Fevers  the  fpirits  are  more  apt  to  flag  at  Gombroon, 
than  at  any  other  place  I  ever  knew,  efpecially  during  the  heats,  and  in 
the  foggy  damp  weather,  yet  I  never  had  recourfe  to  any  of  the  heating 
cordials,  but  found  the  acidulated  julaps  anfwer  my  intentions  very 
well. 

I  rarely  ordered  emulfions,  finding  they  curdled  on  the  ftomach,  either 
through  the  heat  of  the  weather,  nature  of  the  patient’s  ftomach,  or  perhaps 
by  means  of  the  acidulated  julaps  fo  neceflfary  in  thofe  ;  I  therefore 

generally  advifed  whey  for  common  drink,  in  which  I  could  diffolve  w’hat 
refolvent  falts  I  thought  fit,  and  could  acidulate  to  what  degree  I  thought 
proper,  without  accumulating  a  numerous  farrago  of  medicines  upon  the 
patient,  which  in  fuch  cafes  ufually  becomes  naufeous  *,  by  this  beverage 
I  found-  the  patient’s  fpirits  better  fupported  than  by  emulfions  or  teas,  altho* 
I  frequently  allowed  the  latter,  efpecially  that  made  from  fage,  by  way  of 
variety.  I  fometimes  indulged  the  patient  with  a  cool  tankard  made  with 
rhenifh,  old  hock,  or  in  want  of  them  with  any  other  white  wine  *,  which  if 
not  acid  enough,  I  fharpened  with  orange  juice,  or  fpirit  of  vitriol ;  but  I 
think  it  not  fo  well  to  allow  the  patient  this  draught 'quite  cold,  as  they 
ufually  defire,  for  fear  of  occafioning  obftrudions  by  its  chilnefs.  I  pre¬ 
ferred  the  farinaceous  food,  fuch  as  water-gruel,  panado.  Congee,  ^c.  to  the 
lightefl;  fielh  nourifhment,  which  in  thefe  fevers  is  ftill  more  to  be  prohibited, 
than  in  the  beginning  of  any  of  the  intermitting  kind. 

A  cooling  clyfter  is  fometimes  necelTary,  efpecially  if  the  fever  much 
affeds  the  head  j  and  by  this  gentle  treatment,  thefe  Fevers  in  five,  feven, 
nine,  eleven,  or  fourteen  days,  ufed  to  go  off  by  a  gradual  refolution  j  a 
very  beneficial  way  to  nature,  and  by  no  means  hazardous. 
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Few  of  them  run  a  great  length  ;  moft  of  them  lafl  not  above  feven  or 
nine  days  j  few  arrive  at  fourteen,  and  fome  were  terminated  in  five,  nay 
a  very  few  but  very  violent  in  three  days :  what  Teemed  to  me  fomewhat 
remarkable,  was,  that  a  few  of  thefeFif'i'rrj  terminated  in ;  and 
others  of  them  were  fucceeded  in  about  a  month’s  time  by  an  Intermittent, 
Whether  this  was  owing  to  any  particularity  of  the  air.  To  naturally  difpofed  to 
produce  this  laft  efpecially  in  weakened  bodies  j  or  whether  it  was 

owing  to  nature’s  not  bringing  on  the  firft  fever  to  a  copious  and  critical 
ejedion  of  the  morbid  caufe,  1  fliall  not  take  upon  me  to  determine.  Yet 
notwithftanding  this  confequence,  (which  was  not  however  very  frequent) 
I  always  preferred  a  gradual  refolntion  of  the  Fever,,  when  critical,  to  the 
rifque  which  too  often  attends  an  imperfed  crifis.  After  thefe  fevers,  I  Ufed 
to  purge  the  patient  at  leaf:  twice,  with  the  Docoltum  Amarufh  cum  Senftdy 
adding  Tome  drops  of  the  elixir  of  vitriol  in  each  dofe.  Sometimes,  inftead 
of  a  decodion  of  bitters,  I  ordered  an  infufion  of  them  in  white  wine.  By 
this  method  I  judged  that  the  patient  was  not  fo  liable  to  a  fubfequent 
Intermittent,  but  I  found  that  even  this  did  not  abfolutely  prevent  it.  With 
regard  to  Blifter:s,  where  the  pulfe  was  ftrong  and  full,  I  rarely  or  never  made 
life  of  them,  on  account  of  a  fimple  delirium  in  thefe  Fevers ;  but  when  the 
pulfe  funk,  and  where  nervous  twitchings  or  coma  fupervened,  I  always 
applied  them. 

There  is  likewife  to  be  met  with  at  Gombroon  a  Low  Fever,  attended  with 
■great  depreflion  of  the  fpirits,  wherein  bliftering  is  abfolutely  necefiary : 
this  I  take  to  be  what  is  called  in  Euro'pe  the  Nervous  Fever. 

Blifters  in  general  are  more  advantageoufly  ufed  in  periodical  fevers, 
whether  mild  or  putrid,  than  in  thofe  fevers  which  are  continual. 

For  nervous  fymptoms,  Sal,  Succini,  FinU,  Cafior,  Rujf.  and  other  warm 
■medicines,  become  neceffary. 

The  Bajiard  Peripneumony  at  Gombroon,  requires  ftrong  blifters,  as  well 
as  every  where  elfe  ;  and  bleeding  in  proportion  to  the  patient’s  ftrength  once 
in  the  beginning,  I  found  for  the  moft  part  was  neceffary,  with  a  diluting 
regimen.  Balfamics,  efpecially  of  the  heating  kind,  do  often  more  harm 
than  good.  I  have  fometimes  ufed  a  little  of  the  Oxymel  Sciliticum  with 
fuccefs. 

While  I  was  at  Gombroon,  there  were  none  of  the  Morbi  acuti  febrilet 
which  could  be  called  Epidemics,  and  as  fporadic  they  obferved  their  ufual 
tenour. 

The  Small-pox  is  by  the  country  people,  generally  fpeaking,  reckoned 
epidemic,  and  fatal,  and  obferved  to  return  among  them  about  once  in 
feven  years  •,  but  I  had  not  a  patient  in  that  diforder  all  the  time  I  was 
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in  the  place.  Inl^all  Acute  difeafes,  as  well  as  Inter  current^  I  made  it  my- 
care,  as  much  as  I  poflibly  could,  to  preferve  the  Vis  Vita  in  that  juft  mede^ 
ramen^  that  the  patient  might  not  be  carried  off  by  the  difeafe  arifing  to  too 
great  an  height  j  nor  nature  on  the  other  hand,  be  fo  weakened,  as  to  be 
unable  to  bring  about  the  purpofe  either  of  benign  refolution,  or  critical 
evacuations :  you  know  this  is  the  true  golden  mean  to  be  obferved  in 
treating  Fevers. 

As  you  muft  be  fenfible  that  the  particular  genus  of  an  Acute  difeafe,. 
with  the  fymptoms  peculiar  -  to  different  Idiofyncrafes,  can  only  be  learned 
from  perfonai  and  attentive  obfervation  ;  fo  with  that  afliftance,  the  fore?- 
going  remarks,  I  hope  will  be  found  ferviceable  and  ufeful. 
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